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CHAP.  I. 

A  HISTORY  or  THE  BAPTISTS  m  DELAWARB, 

DELAWARE  became  an  indepepdeht  State  in  |  TIB  i 
it  cont^ns  three  tittle  counties,  Nevc^stle,  Kent,  ana 
iSyssex  ;  Id  the  first  there  was  a  Baptist  sodety  as  eaihr 
as  1703  i  they  settled  near  Iron  Hill ;  from  them,  thew 
^miments  to^  a  spread  northward*,  as  far  as  Londoa 
Tract,  In  Pennsylvania  j  northeast,  to  Wilndagton  ;  east* 
to  Bethel  i  west,  to  £1^  riyer,  iq  Maryland ;  southward^ 
to  Duck  creek  in  thb  State ;  and  to  ttie  Ped«e  river  ta 
South-Carplina. 

This  society  wis  from  Wales,  and  about  the  year  ' 
i  733,  eight  or  ten  fanaities  more,  from  the  ^une  coimtry^ 
fcude  a  settlement  at  Duck  creefc,  in  Kent  couhty,  from 
whence  their  sentiments  spread  to  Cowmarsb,  and  Mis- 
piBion,  and  to  Georgetown  in  Maryland- 

.  About  the  year  1788,  Elijah  Baker  ahd  Ffdfip 
Hun;t^es,  who  had  been  labouring  on  ^e  eastern  shore  ot 
the  Chesapeak  B^y,  In  Maryland  and  Virginia^  came  to 
the  county  of  Sussex,  and  made  man7  P^^^'y^^^?  ^^ 
planted  two  or  three  diurch^. 

Delaware,  ^  present,  contains  seven  or  eisht  churchr 
es,  and  one  small  assf^ciation,  wbkh  bears  rae  aame  of 
tjie  State. 


4  Welsh  Tract  Cbmrb. 

The  iuttortos  of  three  of  tlie  dittrdies,  to.  Wekk 
Tract,  Dock  Cnek  or  Brynskm,  ind  Wilaingtcui,  wiH 
be  rdated. 

-  The  Wtltb  Tract  church  is  thiu  cfistuiguiBhed  ho<m% 
large  tract  of  hud  of  the  same  name,  snrroancting  ch« 
{dace  of  worship  in  Pentader,  couaty  of  New>Casil& 
The  ha«M  is  a  tteat  bride  builcKng,  40  feet  by  SO;  It 
wu  erected  iil  l  ?46,  and  is  situated  42  miles,  in  a  south- 
western direction  ixcta  PhSadripfaia. 

To  come  to  the  history  of  this  church,  we  must  craw 
the  Atlantic  and  land  in  Wales,  where  it  had  its  begin- 
ning in  the  £(rilowii^  raauner.  **  In  the  spring  of  the 
'year  ITOl,  several  B^)tists,  in  the  counties  of  Pembroke 
and  Caermarthen^  resolved  to  go  to  America;  and  as  one 
of  the  compady,  Thomas  Griffith,  was  a  mintsto*,  they 
were  advised  to  be  constituted  a  diorch ;  they  took  the 
advice ;  the  instrumeat  of  their  confederation  was  in 
bang  in  1770,  but  is  now  lost  or  mislaid ;  tbe  names  of 
the  confederattt  fiiUow :  Thomas  Griffith,  Griffith  Nich- 
«hs,  £van  Edmond,  John  Edward,  Eliafaa  Thomas,  Enoch 
Motgapj  Ridiacd  Dand,  James  David,  Efieabetb  Grif- 
i&th,  Lewis  Edmotid,  Mary  John,  Mary  Thomas,  £liz»- 
liech  Griffi^i,  Tesoet  Bavid,  Maraarec  Mathias,  Tennet 
Jlluris  'y  these  sixteen  persons,  which  may  tx  styled  a 
jJmreh  emigraatf  miet  at  Milfordhaven  in  the  month  of 
'June»  1701,  embarked  on  bolrd  the  good  ship  William 
and  Mary  j  and  on  the  8th  of  September  following, 
landed  at  Philadeipbia.  The  brethren  there  treated  them 
coartcoualy,  and  advised  them  to  settle  about  Penne- 
{wk ;  thither  they  went,  and  there  continued  about  a  year 
and  a  half;  during  «hich  time  thdr  church  increased 
from  16  to  37.  But  -finding  it  inconvenient  to  tarry 
about  Fenaepek,  they,  in  1703,  took  up  land  in  New- 
Castle  ooun^,  from  Messrs.  Evans,  Davis,  and  Wtllis, 
(wfak-had  posdated  said  Welsh  Tract  from  WtUiaA 
rfemi,  containing  t^twards  of  90,000  acres)  and  tUther 
mnoved  the  same  year,  and  built  a  little  meeting-hdbse 
on  the  ^t  ^cjre  the  present  stands." 
'  This  removal  1^  some  of  their  members  near  Penn«- 
pek,  and  took  some  of  the  Pennepek  members  to  Welsh 
Tract,  yet  neither '  would  ccHumune  with  their  neigh- 
bours, on  account  of  a  di£EerQnce  about  laying-on-if'  haadt  /■ 


DUpute  rttftcthig  Li^n^^tt^'baadt.  $ 

■  for  dK  dmrdrcif  Peimepik  bad  gnnra  indWirEPt  about 
tlw  riCBs  faMdnt  at  Wd»h  Tract  fte«airdit  a  pre-raq«i. 
site  to  the  commiuiioii  of  saints.  To  remedy  this  in- 
cMiV€iiiencey  the  churchn  appointed '  deities,  to  the 
adunbet  of  twcnty-^our  hoot  both,  to  oompromite  tuati- 
ten  as  w^  as  tbey  coold ;  who  oRt  f<v  the  purpose, 
June  9%  1 766.  The  folkminff  history,  trandated  from 
ftfa«  Welsh  Tnct  diarch-booki  vill  give 'the  reader  a, 
view  of  this  whole  tnosMtioii,  and  the  baf^  tcnniB»- 
4ion  of  duse  disputes. 

**  We  cmUd  DOt  be  in  fellowship,  at  the  Lord's  Table, 
•mthfmr  brethren  in  Peonepek  and  Philadelphia,  be* 
•caote  ttiey  did  not  bt^dto  the  tayim-cn-^-ifaatUf  and  Bonoe 
othnr  paniculars*  rekting  to  a  church :  true,  some  of 
(iMm  bdiev«d  in  the  ordinance,  but  nether  preached  it 
iip,  nor  practised  it;  and  when  ve  moved  to  Wdih 
Tract,  and  left  twenty-two  of  our  members  at  Penne- 
^k,  vad  tMk  some  of  their  members  down  with 'us, 
tho  difficulty  increased :  we  had  many-meetings  in  or- 
der to  compromise  m^ws,  but  to  do  porpoee  till  lunc 
SS,  1706:  then  the  depodea,  who  had  been  appoiBted 
ibr  the  pwrpose,  met  at  the  ^ouse  of  bnither  Richard 
Jtlilei,  in  Radnor,  and  agreed,  that  a  member  in'<ntlisr 
chnrch  Bnght  tranuenUy  «»iinrane  with  the  other; 
that  a  member  who  desired  to.  come  under  the  layijtg-et>^ 
^'iandty  might  have  his  lUierty  without  efiecce  i  that 
the  votaries  of  the  ri^ht  might  preach  cv  debate  upon 
the  lul^ect  with  all  freedom^  consmtcat  with  hrocfaBrly 
kife.  But  three  yean  after  tlus  meeting,  we  had  rea- 
aoQ  to  review  this  transaction,  because  of  some  breth- 
len,  who  arrived  from  Wales,  and  one,  amoi^  ourselves, 
mho  questiofis  whether  the  first  artide  wai  wamntriile. 
But  we  are  satisfied  that  all  was  ra^t,  by  the  good  e£- 
jhctt  which  foUowed }  &x  from  that  time  iiorth,  out 
bietlwcn  held  sweet  communion  togtthecjtt  the  Lord's 
TAle  i  and  oor  nanistert  was  invited  to.preacfa  and  as- 
ustat  an  whnation  at  Fleanepek,  after  tbedeatk  of  our 
brother  Watts.  He  proceeded  from  dieRce  to  the  Jer- 
wy,  wh^re  heealighceaedjnaoy  in  tbegoo4  wayst^  the 

*  8mm  e£  thaw  ii^Tttculan  ftre  mai  to  lave  been  cbvTeli  covcnente, 
nilitiK  elden,  Sec. 
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6  WM  trAei  Chnb, 

iw4  wMiffo«h  t]h«t  in  tiun  jtm  9t«rt  all  the  nunf^ 
tsra,  ud  abQvt  fifty-fiw  pi?v»te  iQeiiU«r«  Iiwl  sfibBuu^ 

to  tli0  OFdiouce." 

TbA  W«i»b  TVact  cbiu-fth  ^ns  tli«  priaicipal,  limi  ,tfa« 
tola  mews  of  uttvoduttiig  8it>ging»  inii^tmdf»koi  kwd% 
church  coy^uts,  ha.  vaong  tbe  Saptiats  in  thf  nid<llc 
Suus.  The  Cenhtry  Cet^atim  vaft  w  .dA\«rfc»,  bifiore 
khe  ynr  1716,  hut  wit^t  the  wUcles  vbicb  reUt9  M 
tbew  nibjiecta,;  that  yev  th«y  w«re  iiuerted  by  Rev. 
Abet  Morgan,  who  trah^ted  the  coftf^OD  tw  Wfijbh^ 
^bout  which. time  it  was  lignad  by  000  husdrad  tweaty. 
two  maqibien  oS  this  cb«rch.  .  The»  attiJm  were  iar 
wrtfld  in  tli»  next  EoffUfih  edition,  and  adopted  with  thii 
fKber  artidMby  tbe  PhUad«lplua  AModatibn  in  1748. 

The  iw^it  of  this  (;h4rch  was  filled  by  gtsfA  andrgood 
own  of  Webh  «xtnctkHt,  for  aboitt  70.y«arL 

Th«  first  vuniiMr  ww  Thomas  Gri&ih,  who  eifdHmt' 
ed  with  tbe  chwch.  4U  wtamleajraof  bin,  is^tit^b^ 
was  bovn  itt  Iiawr«ff&»tJi  parish*  ia  the  cot^nty  of  Fexn- 
brtd^e,  ia  1645,  and  after  faithfuUy  Gemring  tbk  cisuch 
tvMity<four  years,  di«d  at  Feovepek,  July  25,  i  795. 

Mr.  Crnfiitk  was  wcceeded  b^  EJi^ba  Theiaafl,  v^o 
was  bora  ia  tbe  nuaty  of  Caermarthan,  in  167.4.  He 
emigrated  from  Wabs  with  the.cburdi  whenof  be  was 
•ne  ^  die  first  laraibert,  astd  diedi  ^avember.  7t  l  ^(V 
and  was  buried  in  tlus  dmsdi-yacdt  where  ^  fa^adaaoie 
tomb  is  erected  to  bis  memwy  t  the  top-stone  la  divided 
iatg>  ttveral  con|MrtiiMiitfi,  wlwrein  c^m  beola  «fe 
raised,  wkb  iapcr^tiana  aed  paetry  both  in  Welsh  aad 
En^Ih 

Mr.  Tb«nas'4  wxesMir  was  Enoch  Mcwgadi  He  wai 
brotbar  t*  Ab^  Morpm,  author  of  tbe  Weleb  Cp»of«>> 
dvKo.  Their  father  ^raa.  Morgan  Ryddart^i  a  iamfnu 
Baptist  adairter  in  Wake ;  but  it  was  a  comacn-  tbbi^ 
in  that  couMry,  for  tbe  children  to  talce  the  perianal 
name  of  tbttr  mber  ioatead  of  tbe  simatue,  01^  i'?i*wg 
to  it  the  names  of  their  proganitorat  by. a  string  ofi^.* 
Mr.  Bfomwi  wa&  bqm  In  l«76»at  a  place  called  AUt 
gach«  in  &  partjA  of  i^u^eivog*  in  tbe  countir  of  C<u» 

■  I  naumbcr,  ^ay*  Motna  Edwardi,  tp  tuTc  leot  a  Qihle  of  wv-W^- 
btfaer's  wMi  the  following  tSle  page ;  JPiado  Edtuardt  aft  WUliqvt  "A  ^i' 
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digln.  H«  arrived  in  AnMrioi  whk  thft  WtiU  Trac* 
(:bQrcli,«tKrcofhe'WMotiiatrf'tfaBioii8tiUBDts;  titttoak 
en  him  tb£  a^n  Of  the  church  it  Mi-<  Thomas'*  dewase^ 
«d4  died  >a  1740}  iod  w»  tafuried  is  thu  gtavo^ard, 
«iiflreatmnbis'drect«d  toUsnidDorf.     . 

Tbtf  iKXt  poMor  of  diis  ciriiich  #as  Qwm  ThoniBs. 
HewubD^ii'iii  ]6T6ttt  a  nl^te  cattvd  GwfgodUTs,  i» 
CDtRtinllwTd,  and  00*017  m  PMBtenhe.  He  AaiK  to 
AnMrka  in  1  ro^ ;  took  tbe  ^aitoni]  care  df  the  church- 
»t  Mr.  Morgan's  death,  in  which  office  he  continued  un- 
tit  i1*$t  VfaMi  he  resrgaed  it,  to  ^  to  Tel)(fi(F  Springs, 
tAen  he  died,  KotnRbet  1 3s  tItKh  Mr.  Thonits  left 
liAiilkdhin  difc  fbttcwiBg  tfcmsrilubie  imtsi  "1  kave 
been  called  S[m  tftrae  timeb  to  anokot  the  sf  ck  with  <^ 
^reeoMtyt :  Ihe  e6«efc  «tts  Mtfiting  tneriry  case, 
but  in  none  Diore  aO,  iban  in  the  caie  of  our  Imithei! 

gjaOk  H^iM  i  h«  «ai  ao  aote  «kh  the  brw^es  trhich 
i  tfMfcd  by  a  «a^  fidting  oh  Uwt  'hata  m  waggon^ 
that  lie  tMbid  not  beir  to  hi  tDrtwd  is  bed  t  the  h«ti 
dvf  He  ««t»  10  maetkig/^ 

Th»iiext  in  office  Mre  was  I>a«4d  Dam-  He  was 
bot*  in  th«  paritA  of  W^dtcdmrdi,  md  county  af  Pem- 
broke, in  the  year  1708,  and  cime  to  AnMrica  whe&d 
chnd,  in  171O;  was  ordained  in  this  church  in  17S4,at 
which  time  he  becain|e  its  ^stor ;  hs  continued  in  thi« 
pffin  9S  years,  viz.  until  1769,  ^«i  he  died.  He  was 
M^gftjHftit  mitl,  Md  islnld  dsa?  in  redwafaiaiHaby 
an  who  iHieW  him.  Two  ^  fats  sc^wtferfe  preacbcra. 
JdttatbM  vas  a  rev^th-day  Bapdtt,  aad  Mm  ms  sonte 
toe  plkior  df  the  9d  Baptist  church  in  fiDstod,  Maaak 

Thus  it  apjMarSf  tW  bidiartd  the  paatbrs  of  «his 
filMKb  w««to  aH  W^bfatMa.  ThoH  wftd  have  tttHted- 
4Mt^iMK«ftt)V«A«AridaiiB,and  the  6fa«  wasi(ADa«b> 
M«4'^»k<MI>btognif)lif  may  be  fovod  ia  tbe  l*«6^«tf 
fh«^Stfi«M^fbigB9dMlit«,inJEmtoclty,  Ha  mcifc  d* 
fttM  tUtt  t»r»i«lj|h«  «^tbb  «b«rcb  i»  IVTO^  nd  vtriliMl 
tC  frt  17?Ty«a^<d  Vlf^giitib 

■  :'ffaft«tttt  to  ftiA  'vns  lottnBoggg,  wlin-wa  onbiadl 
<i»'«W|f«t«rat>oAc«llil»  itf  17»|'  H«  «^  borB  ia 
EdsMVstt&ighaifti  to  1741 )  «a8  br«d  a  Pa^iatjam, 
lMI«Mfieedth«8<t>tist«ttitiOKntsinl77K  Hedied 
at  Well4  TtittyiiH  paralytic  aUoke^in  isoa,  asd  was 


•  Duek  CreAtt  Bryanmu 

succeeded  by  Gukon  Ferrell,  tlie  jHvwnt  puh»-.  Mr. 
Verrell  is-a  native  of  Mvylifid,  aad  wis  bora  in  Talbot 
county,  in  1768.  He  was  bred  a  Quaker,  bat  wa»  bap- 
tized by  Philip  Ht^hes,  in  1770.  As  Mr.  Bc^^,  hk 
pre^cessor,  was  mnch  indised  ta  itinerate  ia  tke  lur- 
rounding  country,  far  «4iidi  anplmnenC  ks  was  wdl 
qualified,  Mr.  FerreU  had  fveached  for  the  charch  onco 
a  mootti,  and  soMetimcs  cotener,  £or  the  <pice  of -above 
seven  yean,  before  he  was  invested  with  the  pastonA 
care  of  it.       . 

The  Webh  Tract  church  is  very  htndsaoely  eadov* 
cd  ;  £m*  after  aU  the  casualties,  which  have  befallni  im 
temporafities,  it  has  about  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars  in  funds,  at  interest,  and  a  lot  of  ux  atxea,  osi 
which  the  raeeting'hoase  siaods,  and  a  plaittiuiDnft  the 
bequest  of  Hugh  Morria,  on.whic^  its  pastor  resUet* 

llus  church  is  the  oldest  in  the  State,  and  hae  now^^b* 
isted  upwards  f^  lOO  years.  It  has  been  the  KotW  <$' 
the  Welsh  Nedb  church  in  South<*Car(^ia,  tbe  Lcwdpit 
Tnct,  the  Duck  Creek  or  Brynnon,  and,  in  some  me*<!< 
are,  of  Wilmington,  Cown»rsb,  and  Mi^rilUoa,  and 
was  one  of  the  ave .  chnrchea  which  foriaed  the  FUhu 
dc^phb  Association,  in  1707. 

DOCE>CaUK  OIL  BRTMSUnt. 

This  church,  wUch  was  ibrmerly  distinguished,  by  the 
first  name,  bnt  now  altogetho'  by  the  laUer,  is  aitu»ted 
about  70  aileB  to  the  sovth^west  of  Philadelf^tia.  Th« 
meeting-house  was  built  at  brick  in  i?7i,  on  a  lot  of 
one  acre,  the  aft  of  John  and  Philemon  Dickjnaon. 

The  tract  of  hud  which  was  caUed.Duck Creek  Huo. 
dred,was  settled  in  the  year  173S,  by  a  number  of 
Welsh  funiliea,  some  of  the  ladmendeat  aikd^oiuAof 
the  Baptist  denomin^ions.  The  Independents  buut  a 
meeting-house  on  the  lot  -vAtxxc  the  Baptist  hpun  npw 
stands,  and  called  it  Brynsion,  viz.  Mount-Sion.  They 
had  divine  service  perloEmed  in  it  by  Presbyterian  min- 
isters, viz.  Rev.  Alessn.  Thomas  Evans,  Rees  Lewi^ 
j^td  Jenison,  &c.  &tt  in  propestf  of  tint;  thw  Ifide- 
pendent  society  dwindled  away,  partly  by  deathi*  and 
partly  by  emigrations  j  and  the  Baptists  made  use  cf 


thdr  house  HHiHe  It  stood.  The  Iiidependieflts  negleet- 
ed  to  hzve  the  lot  conveyed  over  to  thetn ;  fai  wfaktk 
reason  it  reverted  to  the  Dicldnsons,  and  continued  in 
kheir  hands,  tlH  conveyed  to  the  BRptiats  at  tile  iimtf 
above  specified.  i 

T!ie  Batista  *ho  settled  here  were  about  8  or  ro. 
Tlie  names  of  the  heada  of  them  foUow^  viz.  James  Hyw 
att,  Nathaniel  Wild,  David  Evan,  Evan  Rees,  DaVid 
Kees,  James  Howel,  Evan  Dand  Hugh,  Joshua  Edwards^ 
&c.  This  last  Was  an  exhorter  among  them^  until  be 
iHpat  no  Pedee,  in  South-Cardlina.  These  Baptists  emi- 
grated hithei*,  chiefly  from  Pencader,  in  Ne*cdstle  coun- ' 
ty,  and  were  members  of  WelA  Tract  church.  In  May 
J«,  1783,  Rev.  Hugh  Davis*  of  the  Great  Valley,  preach- 
«d  to  them  at  Brynsion  meeting-house ;  otherwise  they 
held  their  wnnrmp  at  the  house  of  James  Hyatt.  In 
SeiMHinber  i  S,  1 797,  Rev.  David  Davis,  of  Welsh  Tract, 
a<hninistered  ordinances  here ;  worship  was  then  heitt 
at  the  house  of  Evan  David  Hugh ;  in  1 74%  Rev.  Grif- 
fith Jones  settled  at  Dock  Creek,  and  continued  among 
these  people  to  hh  death,  in  1 757-  In  the  spring  of 
17*S,  Rev.  WIffiam  Davis,  from  New-Britain,  settled 
here  (  but  he  died  the  25th  of  September  Mlowing, 
After  him.  Rev.  Messrs.  David  Davis,  John  Sutton,  John 
Bo^,  Ik.  ministered  to  them,  till  their  number  increas- 
ed to  thirty.  Then  they  petitioned  Welsh  Tract  for 
leave  to  become  a  distinct  churdi.  These  thirty  persons 
were  constituted  a  church  by  Messrs.  Boggs  and  Flee- 
son,  November  24,  1781 ;  and  in  1786  were  received 
into  the  Association  of  Philadelphia. 

The  ministers  who  officiated  at  Duck  Creek,  while  it 
was  a  branch  of  Welsh  Tract,  have  ahready  been  men- 
tfCMied.  The  first  pastor,  which  it  had  after  it  became 
a  separate  church,  was  Eliphaz  Dazey,  who  continued 
with  them  a  short  tiitre,  and  then  resigned,  and  W2S 
sttoeeeded  by  duties  Jones,  their  present  pastor. 

WILMINGTON.  ' 

Tditchopehis  of  later  4ate  than  some  other  chnrclies 
in  Dclawafe,  which  are  at  pre^nt  less  distinguished. 
viH_  9»  S        ' 
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Thtfe  wwe  a  nftmbcr  (£  iiMtividuals  !h  tliis  toWn  fat 
about  twenty  years  before  the  denominHtion  began 
nnch  to  flourish  and  prevail. 

About  the  year  1769,  Baptist  ministers  begftn  to 
preach  in  Wilmington,  in  a  transient  way,  but  without 
any  apparent  success  j  and  the  few  members  began  to 
despair  of  seeing  a  church  arise  in  the  town.  And  the 
first  time  that  a  prospect  opened  to  the  contrary,  was  in 
1782,  when  Rev.  Phifip  Hughes  came  to  print  a  Tcdume 
of  hymns.  He  preached  here,  and  gained  some  attention* 
Id  the  nionth  of  April  following,  Mr.  Tboni»  Ainger 
and  family  settled  in  the  town  ;  be  was  a  meiAber  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  I^iladelphia,  but  his  wife  a 
professed  Baptist ;  he  constantly  maintained  family  wor- 
ship without  any  uncommon  effect  for  a  time.  One 
Lord's-day  erening,  he  read  the  20th  chapter  of  Reve- 
lation, and  found  a  strong  impulse  to  comment  upon  it, 
particularly  on  the  isth  verse.  This  difiiised  serious- 
ness through  the  family,  and  hid  a  foundation  for  a  re> 
li^ous  society,  in  whidi  good  was  done.  Two  of  his 
apprentices  and  some  others,  attribute  tbdr  conversion 
to  this  society.  It  quickened  four  more,  who  had  been 
converted  kMg  Iwfore ;  these  were  baptized  by  Rev* 
John  Bo^s,  May  25,  1784j  their  names  were  Thomas 
Ainger,  Rachel  Ainger,  Noah  Cross,  and  Mrs. Fer- 
ries. The  same  year,  1784,  Rev.  P.  Hughes  came  to 
town  to  print  his  book  on  baptism,  which  detained  him 
near  two  months ;  he  preached  all  the  while,  sometimes 
at  a  Presbyterian  Rieetmg-house,  and  sometimes  at  the 
town  schocd-house,  which  collected  many  hearers.  By 
him  were  baptized  four  persons  who  had  been  awaken- 
ed at  the  said  society,  viz.  Robert  Smith,  John  Red- 
man, Jantei  M'Lai^hlin,  and  Henry  Walker.  Messrs. 
Fleeson  and  Boggs  continued  to  visit  the  place  alternate- 
ly every  week.  More  were  baptized  by  them,  inso- 
ttiQch  that  a  sufficient  number  of  materials  for  a  church 
were  soon  prepared,  and  in  October,  1785,  Messrs. 
¥1eeson  and  Boggs,  with  Abel  Griffith  and  Eliphaz  Da- 
zey,  met  and  gave  them  fellowship  as  a  Gospel  Church. 
The  names  of  the  constituents  were,  Thomas  Ainger, 
James  M'Laughlin,  lipomas  Williams^  Henry  Walker, 
Joseph  Tomlinson,  John  Redman,  Robert  Smith,.  Joha 
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M^Kim,  Curtis  Gilbert,  Sarah  Stow,  Elizabeth  Hi^>km8, 
f^Tf  MattsfHi ;  to  these  twdlve,  must  be  added  fouir 
more  J  vbo  had  been  baptized  dsewhere,  viz.  Jolio  Stow» 
Elizabeth  Way,  Thomas  Stow,  Abi^l  Ainger.  The 
cfaurdi  was  received  into  the  Association  of  Philadelphia 
theycar  foUowing. 

Tnoflias  j^nger,  who  began  th«  domestic  meetings  al- 
Kady  i^entioned,  commeoced  preaching  in  this  church 
the  next  year  after  it  was  constituted,  and  was  ordained 
the  pastor  of  it  in  I7S8,by  Dr.  Samuel  Jones,  David 
Jones,  and  Ellphaz  Dazey.  This  office  he  filled  with  re- 
putation, until  his  death,  which  happened  io  1 797. 

For  a  km  years  after  Mr.  Ainger's  death,  the  church 
was  supplied  by  the  occasional  labours  of  Mr.  John 
Boggs,  sen.  Gideon  Ferrel,  John  Kills,  and  Joseph  floods 
Mr.  Flood  did,  indeed,  exercise  the  pastoral  care  of  it, 
for  a  short  time,  when  he  was  exchidad  ioz  immoral 
conduct,  and  afterwards  went  to  Norfolk,  in  Virginia, 
and  was  the  cause  of  much  evil  and  confusion.  But  dur- 
ing the  ministry  of  Mr.  Flood,  notwithstanding  the 
blemishes  of  his  character,  there  was  a  very  considerable 
revival,  and  many  were  added  Co  the  church. 

After  remaining  in  a  measure  destttvte  for  about  five 
years,  this  church  l»d  the  h^piiiess  to  settle,  for  its  pas- 
tor. Rev.  Daniel  Dodge,  under  whose  ministry  they 
bave  been  prosperous  and  hi^>p;. 

Mr.  Dodge,  whtpe  father  was  a  native  of  Ijpswich,  in 
Massachusetts,  was  born  m  Annapolis  Royal,  Nova-Sco- 
tia, in  1775  \  but  the  most  of  his  days  have  been  spent 
ID  the  United  States.  He  professed  region  at  the  age 
of  ]  8,  and  united  with  the  churdi  hi  Woodstock,  Ver- 
mont, then  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Elder  Elisha  Ran- 
som. In  1797,  he  went  to  Baltimore,  and  preached  in 
various  places  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  before  be  set- 
tled in  WUmington. 

Mr.  Dodge  has  baptized  \\5  perons,  who  have  united 
with  this  church  since  he  became  its  pastor.  The  usters 
of  this  church  ccdiected  In  about  twelve  months  up* 
wards  of  three  hundred  dollars  towards  paying  the  ex- 
pense of  finishing  the  meeting-house. 
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This  State  was  at  first  settled  by  Roni^p  Catholics, 
\rho  are  itill  considerably  aumerous  in  it ;  but  as  the 
government  gave  fre^  tcjeration  to  all  religious  sects,  in 
process  of  tlm^  it  was  settled  by  protestants  of  various 
denominations,  and  apiong  them  were  some  Baptists, 
the  most  noted  of  whom  was  Hepry  Sator,  who  remov- 
ed hither  from  England  about  the  year  1 709,  and  set? 
tied  in  the  northern  parts  near  Chesnut  Ridge.  Soon 
after  hii  settlement,  he  invited  Bap^t  ministers  to 
preach  in  his  house,  by  which  means  a  number  were, 
from  time  to  time,  proselyted  to  his  sentiments,  and  aft 
ter  many  years,  a  church  was  formed  in  his  n^ighbouTT 
bQod. 

.The  Baptists  g»ned  ground  but  slowly  ip  Majryknd, 
for  more  than  half  a  century,  after  the  first  emigrants 
arrived  here }  and,  indeed,  there  is  now  the  smallest 
number  of  the  denomioatim  in  this  State  of  any  in  the 
Union,  except  that  of  Delaware.  In  1772,^  except  the 
Tunkers  and  Mennopists,  it  contained  but  two  Baptist 
churches,  and  both  of  these  were  io  the  county  of  Bakii 
more,'One  of  which  were,  in  their  doctrinal  sentiments. 
General,  and  the  other  Particular  Baptists ;  the  former 
had  for  its  miniiter,  though  an  unprofitable  one,  Hen- 
ry Loveall ;  the  other  was  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
late  much-respected  John  Davis,  There  were,  howev- 
er, at  this  time,  two  little  sodeties  of  Baptists  near  the 
Potinnack,  which  were  branches  of  churches  in  Vir^nia. 

in  17U4,t  Maryland  contained  17  churches,  in  which 
were  ^bout  950  members.  There  has  been  a  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  denomination  since,  so  th;^  now,  as  near 
as  can  be  ascertained,  there  are  in  this  State,  two  Asso> 
dations,  viz.  the  Baltimore  and  Salisbury,  about  S3 
churches,  and  about  1 2  or  1 400  comrounicaots. 

The  Methodists  have  had  great  sucoess  in  this  State, 
and  in  it  their  community  is  now  considerably  large. 

*  M.  Edwardi's  Materials  towanb  a  WOary  of  the  Baptists  in  Maryland- 
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In  1785*  they  coiutituted  Cokesbvry  CoUege,  at  Ab. 
ington,  Harford  county,  which  was  so  called  in  hon- 
our of  Thomas  Coke  and  Francis  Asbury,  bishops  of 
the  Methodist  £[uscopal  chuKb*  which,  after  existing  a 
few  years,  was  unfqrtiuiately  consumed  by  fire,  and  has 
never  been  relxult. 

The  commencement  of  the  General  Baptist  church  at 
ChesQut  Ridge,  has  already  been  suggested.  It  appears 
that  Q«OTgB  Eglesfield,  itom  PenntylvanM,  was  the  first 
minister  that  Mr.  Sator  obtuned  to  preach  in  his  house, 
after  his  SfBtttemcnt  in  Maryland.  After  hiin,  Paut 
Palmer  came  into  the  neighbourhood,  and  baptized  nine 
persons  ;  he  was  succeeded  by  Henry  I.oveatl,  who  bap- 
tized forty-eight  more,  and  in  1 742  formed  them  into 
a  church,  which,  at  the  time  of  its  constitution,  contain- 
ed 57  members.  The  instrument  of  their  confederation, 
which  is  somewhat  singular,  and  which  was  laid  before 
the  Goverpor  and  Court  in  174S,  when  the  society  was 
takes  under  the  protection  of  the  toleration  taws,  is  at 
follows: 

**  We,  the  humble  prttfessors  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
baptized  upon  a  dedaratimi  of  faith  and  repentance,  be- 
lieving the  doctrine  of  general  redemption,  (or  the  free 
grace  of  God,  extended  to  all  mankind)  do  hereby  seri' 
ouriy,  heartily,  and  solemnly,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Searcher  of  all  hearts,  and  before  the  world,  covenant, 
agree,  bind,  and  settle  ourselves  into  a  church,  to  hold, 
^de  by,  and  contend  for  the  iaith  once  ddivered  to 
the  saints,  owned  by  the  best  reformed  churches  in  Eiw 
fl^and,  Scotland,  and  elsewhere,  especially  as  published 
and  mufltained  in  the  forms  and  confessions  of  the  Bap- 
tists in  England  ;  differing  in  nothing  from  the  articles 
of  the  chivch  of  England  and  Scotland,  except  in  infant 
baptism,  inodas  c^  diurch  government,  the  doctrine  of 
absohite  reprobation,  and  some  ceremonies.  We  do  al- 
so bind  ourselves  hereby,  to  defend  and  live  up  to  the 
proteitMit  religion,  and  abhor  and  oppose  the  whore 
of  Rome,  pope,  and  popery,  with  all  her  anti-cbiiMtian 
ways.  We  do  also  en^^  with  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
to  defend  the  crown  aod  dig^nity  of  our  gracious  eove- 
.  reign.  King  George,  to  him  and  his  issue  for  ever,  and 
to  obey  all  his, laws,  huiobty  submitting  ourselves  to  all 


14  Imreast  of  the  General  BaftitU. 

in  luthority  nnder  bim,  and  giving  custom  to  whom  cus> 
r<»n»  honour  to  whom  honour,  tribute  to  whom  tribute 
is  due.  We  do  further  declare,  that  we  are  not  against 
takiog  oaths,  nor  using  arms  in  defence  of  our  king  and 
country,  when  legally  called  thereto  ;  and  that  we  do 
approve  and  will  obey  the  laws  of  this  province.  And 
further,  we  do  bind  ours^es  to  Mlow  the  patterns  of 
our  brethren  in  England,  to  maintain  order,  government, 
and  discipline  in  our  church,  especially  that  excelleat  di- 
rectory  of  Rev.  Francis  Stanley,  entitled  "  TTie  Gospel's 
Honour,  and  the  Church's  Ornament,'*  dedicated  to  the 
churches  in  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Nottingham,  and 
Cambrtdgfb  We  also  engage,  that  all  persons  upon  jotn- 
ing  our  society,  shall  yield  consent  to  and  subscribe  this 
OUF  solemn  league  and  covenant.  Subscribed  by  us 
whose  names  are  underwritten,  this  10th  day  of  Julyi, 
1742," 

Mr.  Sator  bore  •  an  esculent  character,  and  may  be 
considered  not  only  the  founder  of  this  sodety,  but  of 
the  Baptist  interest  in  Maryland.  His  assistance  in  build- 
ing the  place  of  worship,  and  his  gift  of  hind  to  the  mln* 
ister,  are  mentioned  as  peculiar  marks  of  his  liberality. 

This  church  immediately  increased  very  &3t,  and  be- 
gan to  spread  over  the  country,  and  soon  extended  ovef 
to  Opeckon  and  Ketockton  in  Virginia  j  insomuch  that 
in  four  years  the  number  of  commuiricants  amounted 
to  181. 

Mr.  Loveall  became  the  -pastor  of  the  church  at  its  be^ 
ginning,  and  continued  sdll  to  act  in  thftt  capacity ;  but 
Dy  many  accounts,  he  was  a  man  of  great  blemishes  of 
character,  and  hb  misconduct  soon  checked  the  growth 
ef  the  church  at  Chesnut  Ridge,  and  caused  it  to  dis- 
perse aud  dwindle  away.  He  was  a  native  of  Cam- 
bridge, England  ;  came  to  America  when  young ;  and 
was  baptized  in  New-Eogttnd  in  it^Si  probably  in 
Newport ;  for  it  appears  by  Mr.  John  Corner^  Journal^ 
that  he  was  in  that  town  in  ]  789,  and  had  then  begun 
to  preach.  And  being  denrons  of  -trvvdUag  into  the 
}erseys,  he,  by  his  request,  received'a  letter  of  uitroduc* 
tioa  to  the  churches  there,  ugned  by  James  Clark,  Dan- 
iel Wightman,  and  John  Comer,  who  certified  that  they 
then  ** Icnew  nothing,  but  that  \oa  conduct  aad  convex 
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ntion  was  agreaUe  to  the  Gospel  of- Christ."  But  It 
wu  not  long  after  that  he  was  found  to  be  a  man  of  bad 
diaracter,  having  been  guilty  of  seme- shameful  acta  of 
uodeanness,  a  sin  which  most  easily  beset  him }  and 
that  hisreal  name  was  Desolate  Baker.*  He  was  or' 
dained  at  Hscataqua,  New-Jersey,  1730,  but  never  offi- 
ciated there  in  a  pastoral  capacity ;  for  the  foul  blemish- 
es  of  his  character  wvxb  sooa  discovered  by  the  church, 
which  had  been  too  hasty  in  ordaining  him.  After  caus- 
ing much  confusion  at  Piacataqua,  he  came  to  Maryland 
in  1742,  and  the  same  year  became  the  minister  of  the 
church  vhose  history  we  are  now  relating.  In  1746, 
he'  went  to  Virginia,  and  rused  the  Mill'Creek  church, 
firom  which  he  was  shortly  after  excommunicated  for 
bis  misconduct,  and  returoed  to  Chesaut  Ridge,  where 
he  resided  in  1772,  in  the  7Bth  year  of  his  age,  as  un> 
happy  proof,  that  ministerial  gifts  and  a  good  life  and 
conversation  do  Dot  always  go  togetber. 

The  church  of  Particular  Baptists  was  at  first  called 
Winter  Ran,  which  appellation  has  since  beea  exchanged 
for  Harford,  the  name  of  the  cotinty  in  wluch  it-is  ^tuatr 
ed.  In  1772,besidesthe  mainestablishmeut  at  Wtntei* 
Run,  it  consisted  of  three  other  branches,  one  near  Ches- 
Dut  Ridge,  which  met  for  worship  in  tite  bouse  belcwg- 
iDg  to  the  General  Baptists,  the  second  was  at  Petapso^ 
and  the  third  near  Winchester.  These  ta'anches  have, 
probably,  since  become  distijict  churches,  although  they 
do.  not  bear  the  narnies  which  are  here  aiven'tbtin.  -  In 
this  church,  wluch  was  so,  extensive  in  Us  bounds,  ther« 
were,  at  the  date  above  mentioaed,  iStf  conununicwit^ 
It  ongin»ted  from'  the  Geneial  Baptist  church  at  Ches- 
nut  Ridge,  in  the  following  manner  :  About  the  yeav 
1747,  some  of  the  members  of  that  church,  being  inclrtv 
td  to  the  oentiajccts  of  the  Particular  Bjiptists,  invited 
their  ministers  to  preach  amongst  them.  Who  continued 
their  visits  until  ftmneen  persons  had  embraced  theic 
sentiments,  and  these  were  constituted  into  a  church  i» 
1 754,  by  the  asswawe  of  Benjamin  Griffiths  and  Peter 
P.  Vaohorn,  snd  was  the  same  y«ar  received  tato  thb 
Pluladet[diia  Association^    It  is  ac  old  and  re^ctablft 
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chtirch,  and  was^  for  upwards  of  30  years,  under  tli^ 
pastoral  care  of  the  late  venerable  John  Davis.  Mr.  Da- 
vis was  born  in  Pennepeck,  in  Pennsylvania,  Sept.  10, 
1731 ;  was  called  to  the  ministry  and  ord^ned  at  Mont- 
gomery in  the  same  State,  1 7.56,  and  the  same  year  cam^ 
to  Maryland,  and  took  on  hidi  the  pastoral  care  of  thb 
church,  where  he  continued  until  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened in  1809,  when  he  %iras  in  the  8Sth  year  of  his 
age.  He  v^as  own  cousin  to  the  late  famous  Benjamin 
Francii,  of  England^  All  that  I  can  learn  of  him  is,  that 
he  was  a  man  of  peculiar  piety  and  usefulness,  and  no 
one  who  knew  him,  mentions  his  name  without  affixing 
some  appellation  expressive  of  his  peculiar  excdlen^e. 
When  he  firft  arrived  in  Maryland,  he  was  very  roughly 
treated;  for  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood,  the  ma- 
gistrates and  the  court,  publickly  affronted  him,  and  used 
indirect  arts  to  drive  him  out  of  the  country  j  but  in 
a  short  time,  the  men  who  were  his  bitterest  enemies 
became  his  affectionate  friends,  and  treated  him  with 
honour  and  respect. 

The  Harford  church  has  been  the  mother  of  a  num- 
ber of  others ;  for  the  churches  which  bear  the  follow* 
ing  names,  1st  Baltimore,  Taney  Town,  Gunpowder, 
and  Sator's,  were  taken  from  it. 

About  1770,  some  preachers  firom  Virginia,  particu- 
larly Richard  Major  and  the  Fristoes,  William  and 
Daniel,  began  to  preach  in  the  south-west  borders  of  the 
State  ;  their  labours  were  attended  with  success ;  many 
were  baptized,  who  united  with  the  churches  in  Virgin* 
ia,  belonging  to  the  Ketockton  Association,  and  in  this 
way  the  foundation  were  hud  for  the  oldest  churches  in 
that  region. 

Respecting  the  remaining  churdies,  in  that  part  of 
Maryland,  which,  by-  way  of  contradistinction,  is  called 
the  Western  shore,  I  have  obtained  no  information 
worth  detailing,  excqtting  of  those  in  the  dty  of  Balti- 
more. 

The  1st  church  in  Baltimore  was  constituted  in  1785, 
with  1 1  members,  all  of  whom,  excepting  Mr.  Richards, 
were  dismissed  frmn  .the  Harford  church.  The  con- 
stituents were  Rev.  Lewis  Richards,  David  Shields  and 
wife,  George  Prestpian  and  wife,  Richard  Lenunon,  AU 
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exander  M'Kim,  (now  a  mopber  of  CongresaO  'Hiocu- 
as  Coal  and  wife,  William  Hobby,  and  Eleanor  Thomas. 
These  members  had  kept  up  a  meeting  in  Baltimore,  for 
a  number  of  years  before  the  church  was  organized,  ami 
were  regularly  supplied  with  preaching  once  a  month, 
by  Mr.  Davis,  the  pastor  of  the  church  with  which  they 
stood  connected,  until  their  present  pastor  removed  and 
settled  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Richards  was  bom  in  1752,  in  the  parish  of 
Lhnbirdarn  vowr,  Cardiganshire,  South-Wales.  He 
made  a  publick  profession  of  religion  at  the  age  of  19,  and 
joined  a  society  of  Independents,  and  was  shortly  after 
introduced  to  the  attention  of  the  famous  Lady  Hunt- 
ington, and  studied  a  short  time  in  the  college  which 
was  under  the  patronage  of  that  remarkable  woman. 
He,  however,  suspended  his;  studies  there,  with  a  view 
of  pursuing  them  at  the  Orphan  House  in  Georgia,  and 
embarked  for  America  with  a  number  of  his  fellow  stu- 
dents, the  names  of  whom,  and  many  particulars  respect- 
ing them,  are  related  in  the  biography  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Cook.  Mr.  Richards  was  baptized  by  Dr.  Richard  Fur- 
man,  at  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  South-Carohna,  ia 
1777,  and  was  ordained  the  same  year,  in  Charleston^ 
by  Rev.  Messrs.  Hart  and  Cook  j  and  after  travelUng 
about  a  yeu*  in  different  parts  of  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia,  removed  to  Northampton  county,  Vir^nia,  on 
the  Eastern  shore  of  the  Chesapeak  Bay.  From  this 
place  he  removed  to  his  present  station  in  1784,  a  few 
months  before  the  church  over  which  he  presides  was 
constituted. 

Some  time  before  the  constitution  of  this  church,  a 
number  of  persons  had  purchased  a  lot  in  the  city,  coli- 
taining  half  an  acre,  on  which  th«  congregation  have 
since  erected  their  present  place  of  worship,  which  is  a 
neat  brick  building  without  galleries,  60  feet  by  40. 
They  have  also  erected,  on  the  same  lot  a  very  commo- 
dious brick  dwelling-house,  two  stories  high,  for  the  use 
of  their  minister. 

The  oriran  of  the  2d  church  in  Baltimore,  is  some- 
what singular,  and  is  thus  related  by  Rev.  Jdin  Hs^ky, 
dieir  present  pastor  : 
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In  1794,  Mr.  Healey  and  mfe,  Matthew  Hulse  and 
wife,  and  William  Lynes  and  wife,  all  members  of  the 
General  Baptist  church  of  Friar  L^ne,  Leicester,  En- 
gland, having  resolved  to  go  to  America,  covenanted,  be- 
fore  their  departure,  to  remain  together  as  a  religious 
lodety,  and  to  maintain  the  worship  of  God  among 
themselves,  in  the  distant  country  to  which  they  were 
bound-  They  landed  in  New-Tork,  in  October,  1 794, 
and  tarried  in  that  city  through  the  following  winter. 
The  succeeding  spring  they  removed  to  Baltimore,  and 
immediately  commenced  their  meetings  in  a  ware- 
house, which  had  been  occupied  as  a  place  of  worship 
by  the  Episcopalians.  In  this,  and  in  other  places,  they 
continued  to  assemble  until  1797,  when  they  had  ac- 
quired sufficient  ability  to  erect  a  decent  brick  building 
40  feet  by  27,  with  a  vestry  iO  feet  wide,  which  is  at- 
tached to  one  end  of  it.  It  stands  in  that  part  of  the 
city  called  Fell's  Point. 

.  About  the  time  the  meeting-house  was  built,  there  re-  ' 
mained  of  the  constituents  (h  the  church,  only  Mr.  Hea- 
ley and  his  wife ;  for  Lynes  and  his  wife  went  off  to 
the  Methodists  soon  after  they  came  to  Baltimore,  and 
Hulse  and  bis  wife  had  died  with  the  yellow  fever. 
But  others  had  united  with  the  litde  establishment, 
which,  in  the  same  year  the  meeting-house  was  built, 
began  to  travel  in  a  church  capacity. 

As  Mr.  Healey  and  his  associates  were  General  Bap- 
tists, they  were,  on  that  account,  for  a  time,  exposed  to 
many  suspicions  and  much  embarrassment;  for  the 
Baptists,  in  these  parts,  are,  generally  speaking,  strongly 
Calvinistick.  And  between  this  church  and  the  first  in 
the  city,  there  was  no  fellowship  for  a  number  of  years. 
But  the  differences  between  them  have  gradually  sub- 
sided, and  a  full  and  happy  union  has  been  formed. 

This  church,  in  1 809,  had  some  peculiar  trials  with  a 
number  of  its  members  who  went  fM  from  them  in  a 
manner  which  they  considered  disorderly,  and  united 
in  forming  a  churdi  which  was  founded  that  year  by 
Rev.  William  M'Pherson.  Mr.  M'Pherson  was  former- 
ly one  of  Mr.  Haldane's  connexion,  in  Scotland ;  but  he 
became  a  Baptist  sQoa  after  he  came  to  America.  Some 
further  account  of  the  chtirch,  which  he  fiaunded  in  this 
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city*  will  be  given  in  the  lustory  of  the  commuoity, 
with  which  it  is  connected. 

BAI.TIMOR8  ASSOCIATION. 

This  body  was  orzanized  in  1792,  and  includes  alt 
the  associated  changes  in  Maryland,  on  the  western 
ude  of  the  Chesapeak  Bay,  excepting  the  church  of  Nan^ 
jemoy,  which  belongs  to  the  Ketocton  Association. '  It 
abo  includes  three  churches  in  PeDnsylyania,  which'have 
been  Noticed  in  the  history  of  that  State,  and  two  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  It  was  at  first  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Association  on  the  western  shore  of  Maryland. 
The  churches  of  which  it  was,  at  its  constitution,  com- 
posed, ware  those  of  Harford,  Fredericktown,  Seneca, 
Taney  Town,  Huntington,  and  Hammond's  Branch. 
The  only  ministers  present,  or  at  least,  who  belonged  to 
it,  were  John  Davis,  Samuel  Lane,  and  Absalom  Bain- 
bridge,  the  last  of  whom  has  since  removed  to  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  number  in  all  the  churches  was  but  253. 

The  first  church  in  Baltimore,  at  that  time,  belon^d 
to  the  Philadelphia  Assodation,  from  which  it  did  not 
see  fit  to  obtain  a  dismission  until  I79J,  when  it  united' 
with  this  little  establishment,  which,  after  that  time,  as.> 
sumed  the  name,  wluch  it  at  present  bears. 

As  the  churches  in  the  city  of  Washington  belong  to 
.  this  Assodation,  and  being  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
do  not  properly  belong  to  any  State,  we  shall  give  their 
history  a  place  here. 

The  1st  church  in  this  dty  was  constituted  in  1S02, 
and  arose  in  the  following  manner.  When  the  General 
Government  was  removed  from  Philadelphia  to  this 
newly  established  metropolis^  a  few  Baptist  members, 
some  of  whom  were  in  its  employment,  belonging  to 
different  churches,  removed  hither,  about  the  same  time. 
These  persons  had  frequent  conversations  on  the  advan- 
tages which  might  result  to  them,  from  church  fellow- 
ship ;  and  having  made  previous  arrangements  for  the 
purpose,  were,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1802,  in  the  Hall  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  constituted  into  a  church  by 
,  the  assistance  of  Messrs.  Jeremiah  More,  Lewis  Rich- 
ards, V^Uam  Parkinson,  and  Adam  Freeman.     Their 
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number  wag  only  mx,  viz.  ,Charles  P.  Polk,  from  Balti- 
more, John  Burchan,  from  New- York,  Charles  Rogers, 
from  Maryland,  Cephas  Fox,  frvm  Virginia,  and  Joseph 
Barrows  and  wife,  from  Philadelphia. 

A  few  days  after  the  church  was  constituted,  the 
brethren  began  to  solicit  the  aid  of  the  citizens,  towards 
erecting  for  them  a  place  of  worship  :  in  their  attempts 
they  were  greatly  assisted  by  Rev.  William  Parkinson, 
who  was  then  officiating  as  Chaplain  to  Congress  ;  and 
so  successful  were  their  exertions,  that  they  soon  obtain- 
ed sufficient  means  to  purchase  a  lot  in  the  west  end  of 
the  city,  75  feet  by  37,  and  to  build  a  handsome  house, 
42  feet  by  32,  in  which  the  first  sermon  was  preached 
by  Mr.  I^kinson,  on  the  14th  day  of  November,  1802. 
■  Previous  to  this  event,  the  church  had  received  the 
addition  of  five  members,  and  continued  gradually  to  ■ 
increase  for  a  number  of  succeeding  years.  It  was  sup- 
plied with  preaching  pretty  frequently  by  the  neigh- 
bouring ministers,  both  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  but 
had  no  pastor  until  1807,  when  Rev.  Obadiah  B. 
Brown,  a  native  of  Newark,  New-Jersey,  and  who  was 
then  preaching  in  that  town,  by  the  call  of  the  church, 
removed  amongst  them,  and  assumed  the  pastoral  office, 
which  he  still  continues  to  fill  with  reputation  and  suc- 
cess. Mr.  Brown  also  generally  officiates  as  Chaplain  ta 
One  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  during  its  ses- 
sions." 

The  2d  church  in  Washington,  was  formed  at  the 
Navy  Yard,  in  1810,  partly  of  mtfhibers  dismissed  from 
the  first. 

6ALISBURT  ASSOCIATION. 

This  Assodation  lies  wboHv  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
the  Chesapeak  Bay,  and  by  this  Bay  is  separated  from, 
the  other  churches  in  Maryland. 

Baptist  sentiments  were  first  propagated  in  this  re- 
gion, by  the  pious  and  laborious  Elijah  Baker,  as  related 

•  Mr.  Polk,  who  furnished  the  substance  rf  the  above  articles,  ad^s  the  fot- 
lowinc  note:  "Mr.  Benedict  will,  ii  is  believed,  ilo  much  sen-ice,  by  rtcwn- 
nmidinK  lo  trevclling  Baptist  ministers,  ot  these  of  them  who  wish  to  pemove 
south,  to  visit  Maiylaitd;  for,  perhaps,  do  pan  of  the  Unkn  has  mnre  need  ot 
(kf^pel  preacheis  than  it  has ;  1  mean  the  country  parts  of  it." 


Aeomaek  Astodatm.  21 

in  his  biography.     Soon  after  he  began  to  preach  in 
these  parts,  he  was  joined  by  Philip  Hughes,  uhose  min- 
istry  was  also  crowned  with  much  success.     These  two 
ministers  laboured  on  the  eastern  shore,  both  in  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  rather  as  evangelical  itinerants,  than 
as  stationed  pastors,  and  often  visited  the  churches  they 
had  planted,  as  fathers  do  their  children.    A  number  of 
ministers  and  exhorters  were  raised  up  in  the  churches 
which  they  had  established,  who  were  instrumental  in 
forwarding  the  work  which  they  had  begun.     Mr.  Ba- 
ker,  it  appears,  first  visited  these  parts  in  1776  ;  and  in 
1782*  a  sufficient  number  of  churches  having  been  ot-^ 
ganized,  they  met  at  Salisbury,  and  formed  themselves 
into  an  Association,  which,  from  that  circumstance,  re-    ' 
ccived  its  name.     For  26  years  from  its  establishment,    ^- 
viz.  until  1808,  it  progressed  without  any  special  occur-    '" 
rence,  but  gradually  increased,  and  was  in  circumstances 
moderately  prosperous.      It  was  now  thought  proper 
that  a  division  should  be  made  ;  and  as  the  churches  of  , 
which  it  is  composed  were  in  the  two  States  of  Mary-  ■ 
land  and  Virginia,  the  State  line  was  fixed  upon  as  the 
line  of  division,  and  the  churches  in  Virginia  were  dis-   '.. 
missed  and  formed  a  new  Association,  which  was  called 
Acomack. 

The  preachers  in  the  Salisbury  Association  have,  fropi  ' 
the  first,  been  distinguished  rather  for  their  piety  than  > 
their  parts. 

Dr.  Robert  Lemon,  at  whose  house  the  venerable  E- 
lijah  Baker  died,  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  note  in 
this  body,  and  has,  from  the  commencement  of  its  ses-  - 
sions,  almost  uniformly  officiated  as  Moderator. 

John  Asplund,  the  author  of  the  Baptist  Register,  was 
drowned  from  a  canoe,  in  J  807,  in  Fishing  Creek,  which 
gives  name  to  one  of  the  churches  in  this  Association. 

The  churches  now  belonging  to  it,  are  in  the  counties 
of  Caroline,  Dorset,  Somerset,  and  Worcester,  and  are 
all  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  except  the  one  called  Beth- 
el, which  is  in  Sussex  county,  in  the  State  of  Dehiware. 

The  Baptists  in  Maryland  have  never  endured  any 
thing  from  the  dvil  power,  which  may  properly  be  call- 

■  •  M.  Edwards's  M&terials,  Sec.  for  Delaware,  p.  346, 
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ed  persecution.  Here  appears  to  have  been  a^connd- 
erable  outcry  against  them  in  1741,  and  also  in  1746, 
which  was  occasioned  by  the  misconduct  of  Loveall  and 
Palmer,  two  very  di^eputable  preachers  of  their  sode- 
ty ;  but  the  clamour  and  violence  ceased,  when  it  was 
found  that  the  Baptists  abhorred  their  conduct  as  much 
as  any  other  society  could  do. 

At  a  very  early  period,  the  Assembly  of  this  State, 
(then  a  province)  enacted,  "  that  no  persons,  professing' 
to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  should  be  molested  in  respect 
of  tlieir  religion,  or  in  the  free  exercise  thereof,  or  be 
compelled  to  the  exercise  of  any  other  religion,  against 
their  consent ;  so  that  they  be  not  unfaithful  to  the  pro- 
prietary, or  conspire  against  the  dvil  government. 
That  any  person  molesting  another  in  respect  of  his  reli- 
gious tenets,  should  pay  treble  damages  to  the  party  ag- 
grieved, and  twenty  shillings  to  the  proprietary ;  that 
those,  reproaching  any  with  opprobious  names  of  reli- 
gious distinction,  should  forfeit  ten  shillings  to  the  per- 

'..  son  injured ;  that  any  one  speaking  reproachfully  against 
the  Blessed  Virgin,  or  the  Aposues,  should  forfeit  ten 
pounds.  But  blasphemy  against  God,  should  be  pun- 
ished with  death."  This  act  passed  1649,  and  was  con- 
firmed in  1676,  among  the  perpetual  laws  of  the  prov- 

.  ince. 

,  Virginia,  at  this  period,  animated  by  a  very  different 
spirit,  passed  several  laws  against  the  Puritans,  whose 
ministers  were  not  suffered  to  preach.  This  occasioned 
numbers  to  emigrate  to  Maryland. 

**  Extraordinary  scenes  were,  at  this  time,  exhibited 
on  the  colonial  theatres.  In  Massachusetts,  the  Con- 
gregationalists  intolerant  towards  the  Episcopalians,  and 
every  other  sect ;  the  Episcopal  church  retaliating  upon 
them  in  Vit^ia  j  and  the  Roman  Catholicks  of  Mary- 
land, toleratmg  and  protecting  all.*** 

*  M<ffae's  GMei^phf. 
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CHAP.  la 

OripiTZftbe  Bafiitti  in  Tir^iniaf  and  a  brief  Account  (ftb« 
jirit  Cottony  if  tin  Demiminaiion,  xobo  settled  in  it. 

ViaoiNTA  is  £imous  for  bdog  the  oldest  State  io  the 
Udiod,  for  always  containing  the  largest  number  of  in- 
habitants, for  producing  many  distinguished  statesmen ; 
and,  for  about  thirty  yeara,  it  has  been  distinguished  for 
containing  within  its  bounds  a  larger  number  of  the 
Baptist  denomination,  than  any  of  the  other  States. 

**  The  first  settlers  of  this  country  were  emigranta 
from  England,  of  the  English  church,  just  at  a  pomt  of 
time,  when  it  was  flushed  with  complete  victory  over 
the  teligious  of  all  other  persuasions."  Possessed  as 
they  became,  of  the  powers  of  making,  administering,  ^ 
and  executing  the  laws,  they  shewed  equal  intolerance 
in  this  country,  with  their  Presbyterian  brethren,  who  . 
had  emigrated  to  the  northern  government. 

**  The  Episcopalians  retuned  full  possession  of  the 
country  about  a  century.  Other  opinions  began  to 
creep  in  ;  and  the  great  care  of  the  government  to  sup- 
port their  own  church,  having  begotten  an  equal  degree 
of  indolence  in  its  clergy,  two  thirds  of  the  people  Tiad 
become  dissenters  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolu- 
tion. The  laws  indeed  were  still  oppressive  on  them  ; 
but  the  spirit  of  the  one  party  had  subsided  into  mode- 
ration, and  of  the  other,  had  risen  to  a  degree  of  deter-' 
mination  which  commanded  respect."* 

We  cannot  learn  that  any  of  the  original  settlers  of  - 
Virginia  were  Baptists,  nor  do  we  find  any  of  this  de- 
nomination in  the  country,  until  more  than  a  century 
after  its  settlement.  The  accounts  of  their  origin  in  the 
State,  vary  in  dates  and  some  other  little  matters  \  but 
the  following  statement,  I  believe,  is  the  most  correct 
and  drcumstantial  which  can  be  obtained  at  this  late  pe- 
riod. 

Ip  consequence  of  letters  from  Virginia,  Robert  Nor- 
din  and  Thomas  White  were  ordained  in  London,  in 
May,  1714>  and  soon  sailed  for  Virginia.    But  White 

_  'Mone'aGeographjr,  ToLI.3dcd.p.635. 
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died  by  the  way,  and  Nordin  arrived  in  Virginia^  andji, 
gathered  a  church  at  a  place  called  Burley,  in  the  coun* 
ty  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.     There  were,  probably,  a  num- 
ber of  Baptists  settled  in  this  place  before  the  arrival  of 
'>        Nordio,  by  whose  request,  and  for  the  servicc.of  whom, 

y  ,  he  and  White  were  ordained,  and  undertook  the  distant 
voyage ;  but  who,  or  how  many  these  were,  or  how 
long  they  had  been  there,  are  inquiries  which  we  cannot 
answer. 

Mr.  Nordin  continued  preaching  at  Burley  and  other   -■ 
plapes,  until  he  died  in  a  good  old  age  in  1725.    Two    ■ 
years  after  his  death,  viz.  in    1 727,  Casper  Mintz  and 
Richard  Jones,  both  preachers,  arrived  from  England, 

(  and  settled  with  the  church  at  Burley,  and  Jones  be- 

^  came  their  pastor.     Both  of  these  ministers  were  living 

in  1756,  as  appears  by  a  letter  which  this  church  sent  at 
that  time,  to  the  Philadelphia  Assodation. 
■^      In  the  year  1729,  as  appears  by  a  letter  sent  by  Rev. 

4  >t.  Paul  Palmer,  from  Noth-Carolina,  to  Rev.  John  Corner, 
4 ,  of  Newport,  Rhode-Island,  there  was,  besides  the  church 
at  Burley,  another  in  the  county  of  Surry.  Respecting 
these  churches,  Mr.  Palmer  wrote  as  follows  :  *'  There 
is  a  comely  little  church  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  county,  of 
about  thirty  or  forty  members,  the  Elder  of  which  is 
one  Richard  Jones,  a  very  sensible  old  gentleman,  whom 
!  have  great  love  for.  We  see  each  other  at  every 
Yearly  Meeting,  and  sometimes  more  often.  There  is 
another  church  in  Surry  county,  where  my  brother 
Jones'Iives,  I  suppose  of  about  thirty  more." 

How  long  these  churches  continued  in  existence,  I 
.cannot  exactly  learn.  Respecting  the  one  in  the  county 
of  Surry,  no  information  can  be  obtained,  except  what  is 
found  in  Mr.  Palmer's  letter.  The  one  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  continued  on 
the  ground  where  it  was  established  between  forty  and 
fifty  years,  when,  according  to  Morgan  Edwards's  ac- 
count, it  was  broken  up,  partly  by  sickness,  and  partly 
by  the  removal  of  families  from  hence  to  North-Caro- 
lina, where  they  gained  many  proselytes,  and  in  ten 
years  became  sixteen  churches.  They  were  all  General 
BapiisU ;  but  in  a  few  years  after  their  settlement  in 
~~  vth-Carolina,  they  began  to  embrace  the  C^vinisttck 
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Kiittments,  as  will  be  seen  ia  the  history  of  the  Batista 
ID  that  State.  In  1756,  the  church  at  Barley  sent  the 
following  letter  to  the  Philadelphia  Association : 

"  The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  Isle  of  Wight  county, 
holding  adult  baptism,  &c  to  the  Reverend  and  Genec- 
al  Assembly  or  Association  at  Philadelphia,  send  greet- 
ing. We  the  abovementioned  church,  confess  ourselyes 
to  be  under  clouds  of  darkness,  concerning  the  &ith  o£ 
Jesus  Christ,  not  knowinz  whetiier  we  are  on  the  right 
foundation,  and  the  church  much  unsettled  ;  wherefore, 
we  desire  alliance  with  you,  and  that  you  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  send  us  helps,  to  settle  the  church,  and  rectify 
what  may  be  wrong  ;  and  subscribe  ourselves,  your  lev- 
ing  brethren  in  Christ,  Casper  Mintz,  Richard  Jones, 
Randal  Allen,  Joseph  Mattgum,  Christopher  Atkinson, 
Benjamin  Atkinson,  David  Atkinson,  Thomas  Cafer, 
Samuel  Jones,  William  Jordan,  John  Allen,  John  Powell, 
Joseph  Atkinson. — Dec.  27,  1756." 

This  is  the  last  account  I  can  find  of  this  church  ; 
what  was  done  by  the  Assodation  in  their  case  I  do  not 
find.  Messrs.  Miller,  Vanhorn,  and  Gano,  travelled  fre- 
quently into  Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  about  thi» 
time,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  disordere<| 
churches,  and  it  is  probable,  that  in  some  of  their  jour- 
nies,  they  visited  this  one  which  made  such  an  honest 
confession  of  their  deplorable  state. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  compajiy  of  Baptists  suffer- 
ed any  persecution  or  dvil  embarrassments,  from  the  tima 
of  their  settlement  in  Virpnia  to  tliat  of  their  disper- 
sion. Thejf  probably  obtained  legal  licenses  for  thdr 
assemblies,  m  conformity  to  the  act  of  toleration. 

As  this  community  appears  to  have  been  transferred 
from  Virginia  to  North-Carolina,  the  reader  is  referred 
to  the  history  of  the  Baptists  in  that  State,  where  a 
more  particular  account  of  them  will  be  given. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

History  oflbe  second  Companj  of  Baptists,  in  Virginia^  wba 
emigrated  hither  from  Maryiand;  io^ber  with  a  gemerai 
■Account  of  the  Regidar  Baptists.,  from  their  Commencement 
in  Virginia  to  the  present  Time. 

The  next  appcaraoce  of  the  Baptists  in  this  State, 
WAS  in  the  northern  parts  of  it,  in  the  counties  of  Burk- 
ley,  Rockingham,  and  Loudon,  on  the  ground,  which 
was  afterwards  occupied  by  the  Regular  Baptists.  Be- 
tween the  years  1743  and  17.56,  three  churches  were 
gathered  in  these  counties,  by  the  names  of  Opeckon, 
which  was  afterwards  called  Millcreek,  Smith's  and 
Lynville's  creek,  and  Ketockton.  A  brief  account  of 
the  origin  (k  these  churches  will  now  be  given. 

The  church  on  Opeckon  creek  appears  to  have  been 
the  oldest  of  the  three,  and  was  gathered  and  renovated 
in  the  following  manner.  Id  the  year  1743,  a  number 
of  the  members  of  the  General  Baptist  church  at  Ches- 
nut  Ridge,  in  Maryland,  removed  to  Virginia,  and  settled 
in  this  place ;  the  most  noted  of  whom  were  Edward 
Hays  and  lliomas  Yates.  Soon  after  their  removal", 
their  minister,  Henry  Loveall,  followed  them,  and  bap- 
tized about  fifteen  persons,  whom  he  formed  into  a 
church  on  the  Arminian  plan.  Mr.  Loveall,  becoming 
licentious  in  his  life,  was  turned  out  of  the  church,*  and 
returned  to  Maryland ;  and  the  church  was  broken  up, 
or  rather  transformed  into  a  church  of  Particular  Bap- 
tists, in  1751,  by  the  advice  and  assistance  of  Messrs. 
James  Miller,  David  Thomas,  and  John  Gano,  who  was, 
at  that  time,  very  young.  Mr.  Miller  had  visited  this 
church  in  some  of  his  former  journies,  and  had  been  in- 
strumental of  much  good  among  them  ;  and  when  they, 
in  their  troubles  occasioned  by  Loveall's  misconduct,  pe- 
titioned the  Philadelphia  Assodation  for  some  assistance, 
he  and  Mr.  Thomas  were  appointed  by  the  Association 
for  the  purpose.  Mr.  Gano,  though  not  appointed, 
chose  to  accompany  them.  The  account  of  this  transac- 
tion is  thus  given  by  Mr.  Gano :  "  We  eiumined  them, 

"  Ia£e  of  Gmi(s  j^.  40  nod  5X 
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and  found  thit  they  were  not  2  regular  church.  We 
then  examined  those  who  offered  themselves  for  the 
purpose,  and  those  who  gave  us  satisfaction,  we  re- 
ceived, and  constituted  a  new  church.  Out  of  the 
whcde  who  offered  themselves,  there  were  only  three 
recdved.  Some  openly  declared,  they  knew  they 
could  not  ^ve  an  account  of  experiencing  a  work  of 
grace,  and  therefore  need  not  offer.  Others  stood 
ready  to  offer,  if  a  church  was  formed.  The  three  be- 
forementtoned  were  constituted,  and  six  more  were 
baptized  and  joined  with  them.  After  the  meeting 
ended,  a  number  of  old  members  went  aside  and  sent 
for  me.  They  expressed  their  deplorable  state,  and 
asked  me  if  I  would  meet  with  them  that  evening,  and 
try  to  instruct  them.  They  were  afraid  the  minis- 
ters blamed  them.  They  had  been  misled,  but  it  was 
not;,  their  fault,  and  they  hoped  I  would  pity  them.  I 
told  them  I  would  with  all  my  heart,  and  endeavoured 
to  remove'their  suspicion  of  the  ministers.  They  met, 
and  I  spoke  to  them  from  these  words,  **  They,  beit^  ig- 
norant of  Go^s  righteomnesiy  and  going  aboat  to  establitb 
their  own  rigbteousjieis,  have  mt  lubmitted  tbemtelvei  unto 
the  righteotanesj  of  God."  I  hope  I  was  assisted  to  speak 
to  them  in  an  impresuve  manner ;  and  they  to  hear,  at 
least  some  of  them,  so  as  to  live.  They  afterwards  pro- 
fessed, and  became  zealous  members,  and  remamed  so, 
I  believe,  until  their  deaths."* 

It  was  in  the  bounds  of  this  church,  that  Steams  and 
Marshal  met  on  their  way  to  North-Carolina.  At  this 
time,  Samuel  Heaton  was  their  pastor,  and  acted  in  that 
capacity  until  1754,  when  he  removed  to  Konolowa* 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  John  Garrard, 
who  is  suf^wsed  to  have  been  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  who  became  the  most  distinguished  pastor  the 
church  had  hitherto  enjoyed.  The  Opeckon  church 
united  with  the  Philadelphia  Association,  soon  after  its 
renovation  in  1751.  They  became  very  warm  and  ani- 
mated in  their  religious  exercises,  and  more  particular- 
ly so,  after  Mr.  Marshal  and  the  zealous  Separates  came 
amongst  them ;  and  they  soon  went  to  such  lengths  in 
tficir  NeW'Light  career,  that  some  of  the  less  engaged 
•  Gano's  Life,  p.  *9,  5a 
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membefs  loi^;ed  a  compliint  agtinst  them  in  the  Abso* 
ciation  to  which  they  belonged.  Mr.  Miller  was  again 
•ent  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  their  difficulties.  When 
he  came,  he  was  highly  d^^ted  with  the  exerciKs* 
itHned  them  cordially,  and  said,  if  he  had  such  wami- 
nearted  christians  in  his  church,  he  would  not  take  gcdd 
for  them.  He  charged  those  who  had  complained^  rath- 
er to  nourish  than  complain  of  such  gifts.  The  work 
of  God  revived  among  them,  and  considerable  additions 
were  made  to  the  church.  The  country,  in  which  they 
had  settled,  was  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  was  subject 
to  the  inroads  of  the  Indians.  Some  <^  these  sav^ 
eruptions  took  place  not  long  after  Mr.  Garrard  had  set- 
tled among  them ;  in  consequence  of  which,  he  and 
many  of  the  church  removed  below  the  Blue  Ridge,  and 
rended  for  some  time  in  Loudon  county,  on  Ketockton 
creek,  litis  evil  was  overruled  for  good ;  for  by  the  la- 
bours of  Mr.  Garrard  in  his  new  residence,  to  which, 
by  the  barbarous  intruders,  he  was  obliged  to  repair, 
many  were  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  s^vation,  and  a 
church  was  formed,  which  was  called  Ketockton,  in 
1756,  and  Mr.  Garrard  became  their  pastor. 

The  Smith's  and  Lynville's  creek  church,  afterwards 
called  Smith's  creek,  is  uid  to  have  been  constituted 
also  in  1756.  There  were  some  Baptist  families  in  this 
place  as  early  as  1745,  eleven  years  before  the  church 
was  organized,  but  from  what  place  they  emigrated,  we 
are  not  informed  ;  only  it  is  stated  that  one  John  Harri- 
son, wishing  to  be  baptized,  went  as  far  as  Oyster  bay, 
on  Long-Island,  in  the  State  of  New- York,  to  obtain  an 
administrator.  As  there  were  Baptist  churches  and 
ministers  much  nearer,  the  presumption  is,  that  he,  if 
no  others,  had  removed  from  that  place.* 

*Ih&vef6lknrcdMr.Sem|dewithngBTdtotbetia)e<f  the  coralitiitico  tf 
the  Ketockton  and  Smith's  creek  churchct.  But  according  to  Mr.  GaiK^s  ac- 
count, cnetf  them  must  have  been  formedst  least  five  or  rix  rears  befare; 
wbich  cf  Ibem  I  oumot  tell,  fcr  hi»  aconnt  is  yetj  mdefinite.  But  it  appears 
to  be  cettan,  that  before  die  year  mi,  there  wasa  jroungclturch  whicnhad 
been  coDsdtnted  somevrhere  ta  th'n  regkn  by  David  Ttxnuu,  wbich  had  no 
pwtor,  and  which  in  that  year  "  aj^Iied  to  the  Pbiladehihia  AnociaticD  fcr 
nme  me  to  administer  the  ordinances  amcngst  them."  Mr.  Gano  also  meu- 
tiona,  in  his  account  of  his  joomey  to  the  southward,  immcdiateh'  after  his  w- 
dDaikn  In  irsi,  that  dKcluirch  at  fikie  Ridn  applied  tothe  Philadelphia  As- 
■ocittko.8ic  ^Jaa<ftlifc,pp.4fr-M. 
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We  must  date  the  ori^  of  the  Regular  Bi^tists  in 
Virginu  about  the  year  1750,  but  it  was  not  until  tea 
years  after,  that  they  began  to  flourish  and  prevail  to 
any  considerable  extent,  bi  1760,  David  Thomas,  who 
had  often  visited  the  State  before,  in  his  evangeliotl  ex- 
cursions, now  removed  from  Pennsylvania,  and  became 
a  resident  in  it,  where  he  acted  a  most  distinguished 
part  for  thirty  years  ;  when  he  removed  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  was  living,  but  almost  blind,  in  1809.  As 
this  eminent  servant  of  God,  if  yet  Uvin^,  must  be  eigh- 
ty years  old,  and  can  therefore  be  but  httle  affected  by 
the  praises  or  censures  of  men,  we  shall  take  the  liberty 
of  saying  more  about  him  In  the  following  narrative, 
than  we  generally  intend  to  say  of  the  living. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  born  August  16,  1732,  at  Loudon 
Tract,  Pennsylvania,  and  had  his  education  at  Hopewell, 
New-Jersey,  under  the  famous  Isaac  Eaton,  and  so  con- 
siderable were  his  literary  acquirements,  that  the  Rhode- 
Island  College  (now  Brown  University)  conferred  oa 
him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 

Mr.  Thomas  made  his  fint  stand  in  Virginia,  in  Berk- 
ley county,  with,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Opeckon  or  MiUcreek  church  ;  but  in  1 762,  he  remov- 
ed to  the  county  of  Fauquier,  and  became  the  pastor  of 
the  Broadrun  church,  which  was  gathered  soon  after  he 
removed  to  the  place. 

The  origin  of  the  Broadrun  church,  and  the  manner 
in  which  Mr.  Thomas  was  introduced  among  them,  are 
related  as  follow.  A  short  time  previous  to  bis  re- 
moving  to  Virginia,  two  men  in  tma  region,  without 
any  pubUck  preaching,  became  much  concerned  about 
their  souls  and  eternal  things,  were  convinced  of  the 
reality  of  vital  religion,  and  that  they  were  destitute  of 
it.  While  labouring  under  these  convictions,  they 
heard  of  the  Baptists,  (New-Lights,  as  some  called  them) 
in  Berkley  county,  and  set  out  in  search  of  them  ;  and 
after  travelling  about  sixty  miles  over  a  rough  and 
mountainous  way,  they  arrived  amongst  them,  and  by 
their  preaching  and  conversation  were  much  enlighten- 
ed  and  comforted,  and  were  so  happy  as  to  find  what 
had  hitherto  to  them  been  mysterious,  bow  a  weary  and 
heavy  laden  sinner  might  have  rest.    The  name  of  one 
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of  these  men  was  Peter  Cornwell,  who  afterwards  lived 
to  a  good  old  age,  and  was  so  eminent  for  his  piety,  as 
to  receive  from  his  neighbours  and  acquaintance  the  ti- 
tle of  *'  Saint  Peter."*  It  is  related  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
**  that  this  Peter  Corn*elt  induced  Edmund  Hays  (the 
same  man  who  removed  from  Maryland  to  Virginia,  in 
1743)  to  remove  and  settle  near  him,  and  that  inter- 
views between  the  families  of  these  two  men  were  fre- 
quent, and  their  conversation  religious  and  devout ;  in- 
somuch that  it  soon  began  to  he  talked  of  abroad  as  a 
very  strange  thing.  Many  came  to  see  them,  to  whom 
they  related  what  God  had  done  for  their  souls,  exhort- 
ed, prayed,  and  read  the  Bible,  and  other  good  books, 
to  ^e  spreading  of  seriousness  through  the  whole  neigh- 
bourhood." Cornwell  and  his  companion,  (whose  name 
is  not  mentioned)  in  a  short  time  made  a  second  visit 
to  Berkley,  and  were  baptized  ;  and  Divine  Providence 
had  so  ordered  matters,  that  in  this  visit  they  met  with 
Mr.  Thomas,  whom  they  invited  to  go  down  and  preach 
amongst  them.  He  accepted  the  invitation,  and  settled 
with  them,  as  before  related,  and  soon  became  tlie  In- 
strument of  diffusing  gospel  light  in  Fauquier  and  the 
adjacent  counties,  where  ignorance  and  superstition  had 
long  prevailed. 

Mr.  Thomas  is  said  to  have  been  a  minister  of  great 
distinction  in  the  prime  of  his  days  j  for  beudes  the  na- 
tural endowments  of  a  strong  and  vigorous  mind,  and 
the  advantages  of  a  classical  and  refined  education,  he 
had  a  melodious  and  piercing  voice,  pathetic  address, 
expressive  action,  and,  above  all,  a  heart  filled  with  love 
to  God  and  his  fellmv-rjien,  whom  he  saw  ovei-whelmed 
in  sin  and  misery.  But  for  a  few  of  the  first  years  of 
his  ministry  in  Virginia,  he  met  with  much  nistick  per- 
secution from  the  rude  inhabitants,  who,  as  a  satirical 
historian  observes,  **  bad  not  wit  enough  to  sin  in  a  gcntcci 
manner."^ 

Outrageous  mobs  and  individuals  frequently  assault- 
ed and  disturbed  him.  Once  he  was  pulled  down  as  he 
was  preaching,  and  dragged  out  of  doors  in  a  barbarous 
manner.     At  another  time  a  malevolent  fellow  attempt-i 
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ikl  to  shoot  faiin,  but  a  by-stander  wrenched  the  gun 
from  him,  and  thereby  prevented  the  execution  of  bis 
wicked  purpose.  "  The  slanders  and  revilings,"  say$ 
Mr.  Edwards,  "  which  he  met  with,  are  innumerable  j 
and  if  we  may  judge  of  a  man's  prevalency  against  the 
devil,  by  the  rage  of  the  devil's  children,  Thomas  pre- 
vailed  like  a  prince."  But  the  gospel  flourished  and 
prevailed ;  and  Broadrun  church,  of  which  be  was  pastor, 
in  the  course  of  six  or  eight  years  from  its  establish- 
ment, branched  out,  and  became  the  mother  of  five  of 
six  others.  The  Chappawomsick  church  was  constituted 
from  that  at  Broadrun,  in  1766.  The  Baptists  in  this 
church  met  with  the  most  violent  opposition.  One  Rob* 
ert  Ashly  and  his  gang,  (consisting  of  about  40)  combin- 
ed against  them,  with  the  most  determined  and  enven- 
omed hostility.  Once  they  came  to  harass  them  at 
their  worship,  and  entered  the  house  with  violence ; 
but  some  stout  fellows,  not  able  to  bear  the  insult,  took 
Ashly  by  the  neck  and  heels,  and  threw  him  out  of 
doors.  This  infernal  conspiracy  continued  to  vent  their 
rage  against  the  Baptists,  by  throwing  a  live  snake  into 
the  midst  of  them  at  one  time,  and  a  hornet's  nest  at 
another,  while  they  were  at  worship ;  and  at  another 
time  they  brought  fire-arms  to  disperse  them.  But 
Ashly  dying,  soon  after,  in  a  miserable  manner,  struck 
a  damp  on  their  mischievous  designs,  and  procured  qui- 
etness for  a  while  to  the  poor  sufierers,  whom  the  avil 
powers  left  to  the  mercy,  or  rather  to  the  rage  and  in* 
solence  of  such  an  tofunated  banditti. 

But  to  return  to  Mr.  Thomas.  He  travelled  much, 
and  the  fame  of  his  preaching  drew  the  attention  of 
people  throughout  an  extensive  drcle  j  and  they  trav- 
elled, in  many  instances,  fifty  and  sixty  miles  to  hear 
him.  It  is  remarkable,  that  about  ttm  time,  there  were 
multiplied  instances,  in  different  parts  of  Vir^nla,  of 
persons,  who  had  never  heard  any  thing  like  evangelic- 
al preaching,  who  were  brought,  through  divine  grace, 
to  see  and  feel  their  want  of  vital  godliness.  Many  of 
these  persons,  when  they  heard  Mr.  Thomas  and  other 
Baptist  preachers,  would  travel  great  distances  to  hear 
them,  and  to  procure  their  services  in  their  own  neigh- 
bourhoods.   By  this  meansi  the  gospel  was  first  earned 
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into  the  county  of  Culpepper.  Mr.  Allen  Wyley,  a 
man  of  respectable  standing  in  tliat  county,  had  been 
thus  turned  to  God ;  and  not  knowing  of  any  s[nritual 
preacher,  he  had,  sometimes,  gathered  his  neighbours, 
and  read  the  Scriptures,  and  exhorted  them  to  repent- 
ance ;  but  hearing,  after  a  while,  of  Mr.  Hiomas,  he 
and  some  of  his  neighbours  travelled  to  Fauquier  to 
hear  him.  As  soon  as  he  heard  him,  he  knew  the  joy- 
ful sound,  submitted  to  baptism,  and  invited  him  to 
preach  at  bis  house.  He  came  ;  but  the  opposition  from 
the  wicked  was  so  great  that  he  could  not  preach.  He 
went  into  the  county  of  Orange,  and  preached  several 
times,  and  to  mUch  purpose.  Having,  however,  urgent 
calls  to  preach  in  various  other  places,  and  being  much 
opposed  and  persecuted,  he  did  not  attend  here  as  often 
as  was  wished.  On  this  account  it  was,  that  Mr.  Wy- 
ley  went  to  Pittsylvania,  to  procure  the  labours  of 
Samuel  Harris  j  an  account  of  which  will  be  given  in 
the  history  of  the  Separates.  Mr.  Thomas  and  Mr. 
Garrard,  sometimes  together  and  sometimes  apart,  trav- 
elled and  propagated  the  pure  principles  of  Christianity 
in  all  the  upper  counties  of  the  Northern  Neck ;  but 
Mr.  lliDmas  was  far  the  most  active. 

The  priests  a^d  friends  of  the  establishment,  viewed 
with  a  jealous  eye  these  successful  exertions  of  the  Bap- 
tists, and  adopted  various  methods  to  embarrass  and  de- 
feat them.  The  clergy  often  attacked  the  preachers 
from  the  pulpit ;  called  them  falste  prophets,  wolves  in 
sheeps'  clothing,  and  many  other  hard  names  equally 
unappropriate  and  slanderous.  But  unfortunately  for 
them,  the  Baptists  retorted  these  charges,  by  professing 
to  believe  their  own  articles ;  at  least,  the  leading  ones, 
and  charged  them  with  denying  them  }  a  charge  which 
they  could  easily  substantiate :  fbr  the  doctrines  most 
complained  of,  as  advanced  by  the  Baptists,  were  obvi- 
ously l^d  down  in  the  common  prayer-book. 

When  they  could  not  succeed  by  arguments,  they 
adopted  more  violent  measures.  Sometimes  the  preach- 
ers, and  even  some  who  only  read  sermons  and  prayed 
publickly,  were  carried  before  maristrates,  and  Uiough 
not  committed  to  prison,  were  marply  reprimanded, 
and  cautioned  not  to  be  righteous  overmuch. 
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lA  t«ro  instances  (nily,  does  it  wpezr,  tfau  aily  peintoti 
in  these  parts,  was  actually-  imprisoned  on  account  ot 
religion,  altlioi^h  they  suffered  much  abuse  and  perse- 
cution from  outrageous  mobs  and  malidous  indiTiduals. 
The  one,  it  seemn,  was  a  licensed  exhorter,  and  was  ar-> 
rested  for  exhorting  at  a  licensed  meeting-house.  The 
magistrate  sent  him  to  jail,  where  he  was  kept  until 
court ;  but  the  court,  upon  knowing  the  circumstances, 
dischai^ed  him.  The  other  was  James  Ireland,  who  wa9 
imprisoned  in  Culpepper  jul,  and  in  other  re^>ect3 
treated  very  ill.  At  the  time  of  Ms  impriaonment,  Mr. 
Ireland  was  a  Sepurate  Baptist,  but  he  afterwards  joined 
the  Regulars.  The  reasons  why  the  Regular  Baptists 
were  not  so  much  persecuted  as  the  Separates  was,  that 
they  had,  at  an  early  date,  applied  to  the  General  Court, 
and  obtained  licenses  for  particular  places  of  preaching, 
under  the  toleration  law  of  England ;  but  few  c^  tbeit 
enemies  knew  the  extent  of  these  licenses ;  most  sup- 
posing,  that  they  were  by  them>  authorized  to  preach 
any  where  in  the  county. 

The  R-egulaft  were  considered  less  enthuslastick  than 
the  Separates.  Itey  were  frequently  visited  by  a  num- 
ber of  eminent  and  influential  ministers  from  the  Phil-* 
adelpfaia  Association,  and  they  also  had,  It  their  head, 
the  learned  and  eloquent  David  Thomas,  who,  after 
stemming  the  torrent  of  prejudices  and  opposition  for  a 
few  years,  acquired  an  extensive  fame  and  great  weight 
of  character,  even  in  the  eyes  of  hia  enemies ;  and  was. 
the  means  of  procuring  a  degree  of  quietude  and  respec- 
tability for  his  reproached  and  persecuted  brethren* 
But  in  the  most  persecuting  times,  the  Baptist  cause  still 
flourished,  and  the  work  of  grace  progressed.  Ne\V 
churches  were  constituted,  and  young  preachers  were 
raised  up.  Of  the'se,  none  were  more  distinguished 
than  Richard  Maj(»*,  although  he  was  pa&t  the  meridian 
of  life  before  he  embarked  in  the  ministry.  He  seems 
to  have  made  such  good  use  ofhis  time,  that  he  did 
more  in  the  vineyard  than  manfwho  had  toiled  all  the 
day.  Daniel  and  William  Fristoe,  Jeremiah  Moore,  and 
others,  were  early  fruits  of  Elder  Thomas's  ministry. 
These  young  her^ds,  uniting^  their  endeavours  with 
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thorn  of  the  more  esperienced,  became  zealous  labour' 
en  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

Before  the  year  1770^  the  Regular  Baptists  were 
tfte^d  over  the  whole  country,  in  the  Northern  Neck 
above  Fredericksburg.  Between  1770  and  )780,  their 
cords  still  continued  to  be  lengthened.  Mr.  Lunsfordy 
a  yovng  but  extracH'dinary  preacher,  carried  the  tidkiOK 
of  peace  downwards,  and  planted  the  Redeemer's  stano- 
ars  in  those  counties  of  the  Northern  Neck  which  are 
below  Fredericksburg.  Messrik  Corbley,  Sutton^  and 
Bxrnet,  bad  moved  over  the  AUegbany,  sfld  had  raiaei 
up  several  churches  in  the  tiorthwest  counties,  as  early 
as  ms.  Mr.  John  Alderson  had  gone,  ia  1777,  to 
Greenbrier,  and  in  a  few  years  raised  up  a  people  for 
God  m  that  re^on.  Besides  these,  there  were  some 
others^  who  moved  more  southward,  and  raised  up  a 
few  churches. 

Durlfte  the  time  of  the  g^at  declension  oi  rdigioA 
'SluoQg  the  Virginia  Baptists,  which  prevailed  aoon  after 
the  close  of  the  war,  the  Regulars  were  under  the  cloud  as 
well  atf  l^t  brethren  the  Separates ;  and  they  also  par- 
ticipated ia  the  great  levivai  ia  1785,  and  snae  yeafs 
fDllowtdg.. 

An  account  df  fbe  presedt  stat«  of  reSdon  amongst 
the  churches  aod  people  who  were  formeny  caUed  fteg* 
vlu  Bwtists,  will  be  ^ven  ia  the  general  observations 
with  which  we  shall  conclude  the  hutoi^  of  this  State. 
But  before  we  doK  this  chapter,  it  is  proper  to  give  a 
brief  history  of  the  Ketockton  Association,  together  with 
tho«e  Associations  wtuch  have  originated  from  it. 

The  Ketockton  Association  was  formed  in  1766,  and 
was  the  fifth  Association  of  Calvioistick  Baptists  in  Amer- 
ica. The  Pluladelphia,  the  Charleston,  Sandy-cseek,  and 
Kehukee  Assodations  were  formed  before  it ;  and  besides- 
th^sti  was  the  Rhode-^and  Yearly  Meeting  of  Arniisian 
Baptists.  This  Association  contamed  but  four  churches 
at  the  time  of  its  organization,  viz.  the  Mill-creek,  the 
Smith's-creek,  the  iCetockt<ui,  and  Broadrun  ;  the  three 
first  of  which  were  dismissed  from  the  Philadeldiia  As- 
souatioii,  with  which  body  they  united  soon  after  they 
w«re  cmstUttted.    These  churchea  hdd  Yearly  Meeting 

Diqirizodbv  Google 


KetoctttKt  Ritbtime,  and  Greetihier  Amtiationi.    S5 

for  a  number  of  yean  before  they  were  wganlaed  into  a& 
Assocjarion.*    ' 

Very  few  thiogs  ippt*t  to  have  transpired  ra  the  pnv 
gress  of  this  body,  worthy  of  being  detailed.  It  adi^ed 
the  Philadelphia  confession  of  faith  at  its  commenceinent, 
and  progrecGsd  vith  order,  regularity,  and  propriety.  It 
also  experienced  an  annual  increase  of  churcbft  and  mem- 
bers, during  what  may  b?  termed  the  rise  of  the  Baptists, 
in  the  region  in  which  it  was  situated,  although  it  did  not 
increase  so  rapidly  as  many  new  Associations  have  done. 

In  1780  a  temporary  division  of  this  body  was  made, 
and  A  new  Association,  catted  Cappawamsick,  was  taken 
fi-MK  it  i  but  for  some  cause,  which  is  not  related,  both 
bodies  re~united  in  1792.  The  union  with  the  Separate 
Baptists,  which  the  Regulars  long  sought  and  desired,  and 
whidi  was  happily  efiected  in  1787t  by  delegates  ftom  this 
Association,  will  be  meadoi^  in  the  history  of  that  com-, 
muaity. 

It  is  loid  by  Rev.  Wflliam  Fristo?,  the  historian  pi  thi* 
Association,  that  about  40  churches  have  jmned  it  from 
first  to  last,  and  that  at  one  time  the  churches  were  scat- , 
tered  over  an  extent  of  country,  about  900  miles  in  length, 
and  lOO  in  breadth.f  But  as  a  nqmber  of  churches  have 
been  dismissed  to  unite  with  ether  Associations,  its  bouqds 
are  now  much  eentracted. 

In  1775,  four  ehurches  were  dismissed  from  this  Asso- 
ciation, for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  Redstpne  Associ- 
ation, in  the  back  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  history 
has  already  been  given;  and  in  1793,  a  number  a( 
ehurohes  more  were  dismissed  to  unite  with  some  otberg, 
who  originated  from  the  Separates,  in  forming  an  Associ- 
ation, which  was  called  Greenbrier,  which  lies  in  the  back 
and  mounTainous  parts  of  Virgtnia. 

Mr.  John  Alderson,  whose  father  removed  from  New- 
Jersey,  and  became  the  first  pastor  of  the  Smith's-creefc 
church,  began,  in  1775,  to  visit  the  region  in  which  the 
Greenbrier  Association  is  now  situated,  when  the  country 
W9S  in  a  wilderness  concUtion,  both  in  a  natural  and  spirituu 

*  Aephmd  uidEdwuds  date  Aebegimun^  of  this  AModatkn  in  1765;  bat 

SI'  Semple'a  account,  the  chuichet  were  in  th»  year  diaauKd  tvxa  the  Plulii- 
dphia.,  and  ujanized  the  year  after. 
t  Fristw'sHlBbQftlwKietackta)  A90G.P.13. 
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sense.  Having  met  with  some  success  and  encourage- 
ment, he,  in  1777,  removed  his  &mily  into  those  parts^ 
and  in  a  few  years  had  the  happiness  -of  being  instru- 
mental in  .planting  a  number  of  churches.  What  appears 
t0  be  the  most  remarkaUe  event  in  his  history  in  this 
region  is,  that  although  he  travelled  much  throughout 
an  extensive  circle,  yet  ixx  seven  years  after  liis  settle- 
ment here,  he  never  saw  nor  heard  any  Baptist  preach- 
er but  himself.  The  inhabitants  of  tliis  uncultivated 
wilderness  were  interrupted  by  the  ravages  of  the  In- 
dians,, soon  after  Mr.  Aldersoa  settled  among  them, 
and  were  oUiged  to  keep  shut  up  in  forts,  for  the  space 
c^  four  years.  During  which  time,  this  laborious  min- 
ister, generally  attended  by  a  small  guard,  travelled 
tbrou{^  the  ^ngerous  wilds  f  rotn  one  fort  to  another, 
continually  exposed  to  the  lurking  savages,  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  t{ie  self-confined  prisoners. 

Mr.  Josiah  Osboume  is  one  of  the  ministers  of  this 
4<iociation,  who  is  lemark^e  for  having  published  a  ~ 
jnece  ifi  drfence  of  the  peculiar  sentiments  of  the  Ba^ 
tiftts,  in  the  cfdloquial  strain,  under,  the  title  of  David 
and  Goliath'  Tius  piece,  written  by  an  obscure  and  al- 
most altogeth^  illiterate  man,  is  considered  by  many, 
^s  .one  of  thp  best  treatises  on  baptism  that  has  ever  been 
published,  and  for  perspicuity  and  force  of  argiuneot, 
certainly  excels  many  of  the  elaborate  productions  of 
learned  divines. 

The  Union  Association  lies  wholly  in  Virginia,  and  in 
the  northwest  part  of  the  State,  and  is  in  what  were 
formerly  the  bounds  of  the  Ketockton  Association  ;  t»it 
911  the  uiyrches  wh)ch  formed  it  were  dismissed  from 
the  Redstone  Association.  The  names  and  numbers  of 
these  churches,  their  number  of  members,  their  pastors^' 
and  the  counties  in  which  they  are  situated,  wiU  be  ^v- 
^  in  the  table  of  Assodations, 
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CHAP.    V. 

General  History  of  aU  the  Separate  Baptisa  in  Fir^nia, 
Nerib-Carolitutj  Smth-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  from  the 
Time  <^  their  Settlement  at  Sandy-Creek,  North-Carolina^ 
nsS,  to  the  Division  o/tbeir  extensive  Connexion,  in  1770. 

The  appeUadon  of  Separates  first  began  to  be  given  te 
B  set  of  Fedobaptist  refbrmers,  whose  evangelical  ieal  was 
produced  by  the  instnimentaliEy  of  the  famous  George 
WUtcfield,  and  other  enunent  itinerant  preachers  of  that 
izf,  and  who  began  their  extraordinary  career  about  the 
year  t74(X  Soon  after  these  reformers,  who  were  at 
fint  called  New-Lights,  and  aftertfrards  Separates^  were 
organised  into  distinct  Societies,  they  were  joined  by  Shu- 
bael  Stelrns,  a  native  of  Boston,  (Mass.)  who,  becoming 
a  preacher,  laboured  among  them  until  1751,  when  he 
embraced  the  semimeats  of  the  Baptists,  as  many  others 
'  of  the  J^edobaptist  Separates  did  about  this  time,  and  soon 
after  was  baptized  by  Rev.  Wait  Palmer.  Mr.  Steams 
was  ordained  the  same  year  in  Tolland,  (Conn.)  the  town 
in  which  he  was  baptized,  by  the  said  Wait  Palmer  and 
Jtfsbua  Morse,  the  former  being  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Stonington,  and  the  latter  of  New-London,  in  Connec- 
ticut. 

Mr.  Steams  and  most  of  the  Separates  had  strong  &ith 
in  the  immediate  teachings  of  the  Spirit.  They  bdiev- 
ed,  that  to  those  who  sought  him  earnestly,  God  often 
gave  evident  tokens  of  his  will.  That  such  indications 
of  the  divine  pleasure,  partaking  of  iht  nature  of  inspira- 
tion, were  abov€,  though  not  contrary  to  reason*  and  that 
following  these,  still  leaning  in  every  step  upon  the  same 
wisdom  and  power  by  which  they  were  first  actuated, 
they  would  inevitably  be  led  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
two  great  objects  of  a  Christian's  life,  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  salvation  of  men.  Mr.  Stearns,  listening  to 
some  of  these  instructioiu  of  Heaven,  as  he  esteemed 
them,  concaved  himself  called  upon  by  the  Almighty  to 
move  hx  to  the  westward,  to  execute  a  great  and  exten- 
sive work.  Incited  by  bis  impressions,  in  the  year  1754, 
he  and  a  few  of  his  members,  took  their  leave  of  New- 
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England.  He  halted  first  at  Opeckon,  in  Berkley 
county,  Virginia,  where  he  foufu}  }  Baptist  church  uoder 
the  care  of  the  Rev.  John  Garrard,  who  received  htm 
kindly.  H^re  ;Uio  he  ipet  his  brother-io'law,  the  Rev; 
Dfiiiel  Marshall,  who  was  also  ^  Separate,  and  of  whom 
miich  will  be  said  in  the  history  of  (he  louthem  Baptiets, 
jutt  returned  from  his  mission  lunong  the  Indians,  qnd 
who,  after  his  arrival  at  this  place,  had  become  a  Baptist. 
They  joined  companies,  4nd  settled  for  a  while  on  Caca- 
fett,in  Hampshire  county,  about  SO  miles  from  Winches, 
(er.  Here,  Stevrns  not  meeting  with  his  expected  suc- 
cess, felt  restless.  Some  ^f  Jue  ^nds  had  moved  to 
Nprth-CareUoa  ^  fac  received  letters  from  those,  iqforiDing. 
him,  that  preaching  was  greatly  desired  by  the  people  of 
that  country }  that  in  some  ivstances  they  bad  rode  40 
miles  to  hear  one  sermon.  He  and  his  party  once  more 
got  under  vr«y^nd,traTeiliag  about  eoo  ntiles.came  to  San< 
dy-orfek,  in  Gpitford  county,  Korth-Cafallna.  Hers  he 
look  op  hit  fmaavum  veiid^o.  The  nuinber  of  fiwulies 
in  Stearms's  oonpany  were  8,  and  the  numtwr  t^eoatjnuiu* 
cants  16,  vt2.  Shubaet  Stewns  »td  vtfe,  Peter  Stemu 
and  wife,  Ebcnezer  Stmnw  Md  wife,  Shubael  Steams,  jun. 
ud  wife,  Daniel  Manb«ll  and  wife*  ioaeph  Breed  and 
wife,  £nos  Stknson  and  wife,  Jonathan  Polk  and  wife. 

Aa  soon  as  they  arrived,  they  built  them  a  little  meeting* 
house,  and  these  1'6  persons  formed  themselves  into  a 
cfauTch,  and  chose  Sbubacl  Stearns  fiar  their  pastor,  who 
fad,  for  his  assistants  at  that  tun«,  Daniel  HarahaU  anil 
Joseph  Breed,  neitfacz  of  whom  were  ordained. 

The  inhabitants  about  this  little  oo^ny  of  Bi^ats,  al. 
thongh  broaght  up  in  the  Christian  religion,  were  gvossly 
igncrant  pf  its  essential  principles.  Having  tbe  form  of 
godHness,  they  knew  nothing  of  its  power.  Steams  and 
his  party,  of  course,  brought  strange  things  to  iheir  ears. 
To  be  born  again,  appeared  to  them  as  absurd  as  it  did  to 
tho  Jewish  doctor,  ivhen  be  asked,  if  he  must  enter  tho 
second  tine  into  his  mother's  womb  and  be  bora.  Hav-r 
ing-  always  supposed  that  religion  consisted  ia  nothing  more 
than  the  practxe  of  its  outward  duties,  they  octuld  not 
comprehnod  haw  it  shontd  be  i^ecesaary  to  feel  conviction 
and  conversion ;  and  to  be  able  to  ascertain  the  time  and 
place  of  one's  conversion,  was,  in  their  eatimatian,  won- 
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derful  iadctfd.  •  ThUe  points  ver^  aH  ttrniaouslf  contend' 
cd  for  by  the  new  preacherB.  But  their  manner  of  preach- 
ing  wasj  if  pOssiblei  much  soore  norel  than  their  doctriMSi 
The  Separates  in  New-England  had  acquired  a  very  varm 
and  pathetic  address,  accon^nnted  by  strong  gestures  and 
a  siogulaf  tone  of  voice.  Being  oitea  deeply  affected 
themselves  when  pteaching,  correspondent  affisctions  were 
jfek  by  their  pious  hearers,  which  were  frequently  expreis- 
ed  by  tears,  trembling,  screams,  and  acclamations  of  grief 
and  joy.  All  these  they  brought  with  tham  into  their 
new  habitation,  at  which  the  peoph!  were  greatly  astpolsh- 
ed,  having  never  seen  things  on  this  wise  before.  Many 
moclGed,  but  the  power  of  God  attending  them,  many  also 
trembled.  In  process  of  time,  some  of  the  inhabitants  be-i 
came  ccmverts,  .and  bowed  i^edienoe  to  the  Redeemer's 
sceptre.  These  uniting  their  l^Knura  widk  the  others,  a- 
powerful  and  eattetisive  work  comnKncedj  wad  SaiKly- 
ereek  church  soon  swelled  fron  16  to  606  members. 

Daniel  Marshall^  though  iMt  possessed  of  great  talents^ 
was  indeiatigable  In  hia  labours.  He  arilied  out  into  the 
adjae^t  neighbont'hoods,  and  planted  the  Redectiter's 
standard  in  ma^y  of  the  sttobg  holds  of  Satan.  At  Ab± 
bot's-creek^  about  thitly  raiks  froth  Sandy-cre^t  the 
gospel  prospered  sb  largely,  thst  th»  petitioaed  the  moth- 
<r  church  for  a  constitution,  and  ror  the  ordindititA  of 
Mr.  Marshall  as  their  pastor.  Tlie  church  was  ccnstitu- 
<ed ;  Mr^  Marshall  accepted  the  call,  and  went  to  live 
among  them.  His  ordhiatioo,  however,  was  a  matter  of 
some  difficukyi  It  required^  upoh  their  principles,  a  plu' 
rality  of  elders  t;o  consCittlte  a  presbytery.  Mr.  Steams 
was  the  only  ofdaiaed  minister  aihoog  them.  In  this  di- 
leoima,  they  were  iaformadt  that  there  were  sotile  Regu- 
lar Baptist  preacheiri  iiving  on  Pedee  riviw,  (S.  C.)  To 
one*  of  these^  Mr.  Stearas  applied,  and  requested  him  to 
assist  hinl  in  the  tirdiRBtioii  of  Mr.  Marshall.  This  re- 
quest be  sternly  refused,  declaring  that  he  held  no  fellow- 
ship  with  Stearns's  paity  ;  that  he  be'ieved  thrai  to  be  a 
disorderly  set ;  su^iog  matto  to  pray  in  puUicv  aad 
permittii^  every  igoof  ant  nan  to  prciach  that  chose  ;  and 
that  th£y  encouraged  hUk  and  confusion  in  th$ir  meet- 


t,  Google 


40    MartbaiFst  Lanis  and  }iarru's  tuctettfid  Labourt; 

ings.  Application  was  tben  iiude  to  Mr.  Leadbetter,  who 
was  then  pactOT  of  the  church  on  Lynch' s^rreek.  Craven 
couqty,  Soutb-Carotina,  and  who  was  a  brother-io'law  of 
Mr.  Marshall,  He  aod  Mr.  Stearns  ordained  Mr.  Mar-  . 
liiall  to  the  care  of  this  new  church.  The  work  of  grace 
continued  to  spread,  and  several  preachers  were  rused  in 
North- Carolina.  Among  othera  was  James  Read,  who 
was  afterwards  very  successful  in  Virginia.  When  he 
first  began  to  preach  be  was  very  illiterate,  not  knowing 
how  to  read  or  write.  His  wife  became  his  instructor, 
and  he  soon  acquired  learning  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
read  the  Scriptures. 

The  gospel  was  carried  by  Mr.  Marshall  into  'the 
parts  of  Virginia,  adjacent  to  the  re»dence  of  this  re> 
iigious  colony,  soon  after  their  settlement.  He  baptized 
several  persons  in  some  of  bis  first  visits.  Among  them 
was  Duuon  Lane,  who,  shortly  after  his  baptism,  began 
to  preach.  A  revival  succeeded,  and  Mr.  Marshall  at 
one  time  baptized  42  persons.  In  August,  1760,  a  church 
wu  constituted,  and  Mr.  Lane  became  their  pastor.  This 
was  the  first  Separate  Baptist  church  in  Virginia,  and  in 
■ome  sense  the  mother  of  all  the  rest.  The  church  pros- 
pered much  under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Lane,  aided  by  the 
occasional  visits  of  Mr.  Marshall  and  Mr.  Steams.  They 
endured  much  persecution,  but  God  prospered  them,  and 
ddivered  them  out  of  the  hands  of  all  their  enemies. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Lane's  conversion,  the  power  of  God 
was  effectual  in  the  conversion  of  Samuel  Harris,  a  man 
of  great  distinction  in  those  p^ts.  But  upon  being  hon- 
oured of  God,  he  laid  aside  all  worldly  honours,  and  be- 
came a  labourer  in  the  Lord's  vineyard.  In  1759,  he  was 
ordained  a  ruling  elder.  From  the  commencement  of  his 
ministry,  for  about  seven  years,  his  labours  were  devoted 
chiefly  to  his  own  and  the  adjacent  counties.  Being  oft^ 
en  with  Mr.  Marshall  in  his  ministerial  joumies,  he  caught 
the  zeal,  diligence,  and  indeed  the  manners  of  this  zeal- 
ous evangelist.  His  labours  were  crowned  with  the  Mess- 
ing of  Heaven  wherever  he  went.  Steama,  though  not 
as  laborious  as  Marshall,  was  not  idle.  He  seems  to  have 
possessed  the  talent  of  arranging  the  materials  when  col- 
lected, and  well  understood  discipline  and  diurcb  guv- 
ernment. 
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Marshall's  impressiona  led  him  to  travel  ^rther  south. 
Accordingly,  after  prosecuting  his  successful  ministry  a 
fev  Tears  in  North-Carolina,  and  the  neighbouring  parts 
of  ^rginia,  he  took  an  afiectionate  leave  of  the  church 
over  which  he  presided,  and  of  his  friends  in  that  re- 
gion, and  settled  on  Beaver-Creek,  in  South-Carolina, 
not  £ar  from  200  miles  to  the  north  of  west  of  Charles- 
ton. Marshall,  after  tarrying  a  few  years  at  different 
places  in  South-Carolina,  and  having  been  the  instru- 
ment of  raising  up  a  number  of  churches,  and  laying 
the  foundation  for  many  others,  in  177)  removed  to 
Georgia,  and  settled  on  the  Hioka-creek,  about  18  miles 
to  the  west  of  Augusta,  where  a  church  was  soon  gather^ 
ed  by  his  means,  as  some  of  his  brethren  had  removed 
into  that  place  before  him.  Mr.  Marshall  was  accom- 
panied by  a  few  of  the  North-Carolina  Separates,  on  his 
removal  from  them,  and  was  soon  followed  by  others, 
among  whom  were  some  ministers,  particularly  Joseph 
Breed  and  Philip  Mulky,  the  last  of  whom  was,  fi^r  ma- 
ny years,  a  very  &mous  and  successful  preacher  in 
South- Carolina }  and  by  the  labours  of  those  preachers 
and  some  others,  who  were  soon  raised  up  in  the  parts, ' 
seven  churches  were  gathered  by  the  year  1770,  some 
of  which  were  very  large,  and  consisted  of  a  num- 
ber of  branches,  which  were  shortly  after  formed  into 
distinct  churches. 

'While  Marshall  was  sf^oumlng  southward  atid  plant- 
ing churches  in  the  various  places,  where  he  pitched  his 
frequent  habitations,  Harris  bent  liis  course  to  the  north- 
ward, amongst  his  rude  and  insolent  countrymen  thef 
Vi^nians ;  and  while  his  brethren  were  thus  engaged 
to  the  north  and  south  of  him,  Stearn^  maintdned  his 
station  at  Sandy-creek,  where  his  labours  Were  greatly 
blessed }  he  however  ofren  travelled  a  conuderable  dis- 
tance in  the  country  around^  to  assist  in  organizing  and 
regulating  the  churches  which  he  and  his  associates  wer^ 
instrumental  in  raising  up.  Thus  the  Snnrate  Baptists 
were  headed  by  three  niost  distinguished  men  ;  distin- 

fuished  not  for  human  acquirements,  but  for  purity  of 
fe,  and  godly  simplicity,  which  they,  amidst  the  ship- 
wrecks of  many,  maintained  to  the  end;  andforapotts 
ardour  and  invincible  boldness  and  perseverance  in  tMit 
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Master's  service*  Other  preachers  were  soon  rased  up 
under  their  ministry,  whose  zealous  and  abundant  la- 
bours were  crowned  with  great  success,  so  that  the  5ep- 
arates»  in  a  few  years  became  truly  a  great  people,  and 
their  churches  were  scattered  ovef  a  country  whose 
whole  extent  from  north  to  south,  was  about  500  miles  v 
and  Sandy-creek  church,  the  mother  of  them  all,  was 
not  hx  from  the  centre  of  the  two  extremes. 

**  Very  remarkable  thines  (said  Morgan  Edwards,  ia 
1775)  may  be  sdd  of  this  church,  worthy  a  place  in  Gil- 
Us's  book,  and  inferior  to  no  instance  he  ^res  of  the 
modern  success  of  the  gospel  in  different  parts-  of  the 
world.  It  began  with  16  souls,  and  in  a  short  time  in- 
creased to  606,  spreading  its  branches  to  Deep-river  and 
Abbot's-creek,  which  branches  are  gone  to  other  prov- 
inces, and  most  of  the  members  of  this  church  have  fol- 
lowed them;  insomuch,  that  in  17  years  it  is  reduced 
from  606  to  t4  souls.  The  cause  of  this  dispersion  was 
.the  abuse  of  power  which  too  much  prevailed  in  the 
provmce,  and  caused  the  inhabitants  at  last  to  rise  up  in 
arms,  and  fight  for  their  privileges  ;  but  being  routed, 
.May  16,  1771,  they  despaired  ofseeing  better  Umes,  and 
therefore  quitted  the  province.  It  is  said  1500  families 
departed  ^nce  the  battle  of  Almance,  and,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, a  great  many  more  are  only  waiting  to  (Uspose  of 
their  plantations,  in  order  to  follow  them.  This  is  to 
me  an  urgament,  that  their  grievances  were  real,  and 
thdr  oppression  great,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been 
said  to  the  contrary. 

**The  church  at  Little-river  was  no  less  remarkable 
than  the  one  already  mentioned ;  for  this  was  constitut- 
ed in  1760,  five  years  after  the  Sandy-creek,  and  ta 
three  years  it  increased  from  5  to  500,  and  built  five 
meeting-houses  \  but  this  church  was  aho  reduced  by 
the  provincial  troubles  and  consequent  disperdon  of  the 
inhabitants,  mentioned  above. 

"  But  to  return.  Sandy-creek  church  is  the  mother  of 
all  the  Separate  B^ttsts.  From  this  Zton  went  forth  the 
wOTd,  and  great  was  the  cou^ny  of  them  who  published 
it.  This  church,in  seventeen  years,has  spread  her  branch- 
es westward  as  far  as  the  great  river  MJssis^ipi ;  south- 
ward as  £ir  as  Georgia^  eastward  Co  the  sea  and  Chesapeajf 
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Bay ;  and  northward  to  the  waters  of  Potomack ;  it,  in 
seventeen  years,  is  become  mother,  grandmotber,  and 
great -grandmother,  to  42  churches,  from  which  sprang 
125  ministers,  many  of  which  are  ordained  and  support 
the  sacred  character,  as  well  as  any  set  of  clergy  in 
America  ;  and  if  some  have  turned  out  bad,  where  is 
there  a  set  of  clergy  that  can  throw  the  first  stone,  and 
say,  **  We  all  are  good  ?"  As  for  the  outcries,  epilepsies, 
and  ecstasies  attending  their  ministry,  they  are  not  pe- 
culiar to  them  i  the  New-England  Presbyterians  had 
these  long  before  ;  and  in  Virginia  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  eame  effects  attend  the  ministry  of  some  clergy- 
men of  thechurch  of  England,  particularly  Rev.  Messrs. 
Derreaux  Garret,  and  Archibald  M'Robertp,  ITie  en- 
chantment of  sounds,  attended  with  corresponding  ac- 
tions, have  produced  greater  effects  than  these ;  though 
I  believe  a  preternatural  and  invisible  hand  works  in  the 
assemblies  of  the  Separate  Baptists,  bearing  down  the  hu- 
man mind,  as  was  the  case  in  primitive  churches,  i 
Cor.  xiv.  25.** 

But  Virginia,  in  about  ten  years  after  their  settle- 
ment,  became,  to  the  Separates,  their  principal  scene  of 
action,  of  suffering,  and  success.  Their  movements 
here,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  state ;  being  prepared, 
from  Seirple's  History,  to  give  a  more  extensive  and 
circumstantial  account  of  them,  in  this,  than  in  the  oth- 
er States. 

Harris  seemed  destined  of  God  to  labour  more  ex- 
tensively in  Virginia,  than  in  any  other  State.  And 
having  done  much  good  in  his  own  neighbourhood, 
in  the  year  1765,  the  time  arrived  for  him  to  extend 
his  labours.  In  January  of  this  year,  Allen  Wyley,  an 
inhabitant  of  Culpepper,  and  who  had  been  baptized  by 
David  Thomas,  hearing  of  the  Separate  Baptist  preach- 
ers, travelled  as  ht  as  Pittsylvania,  in  order  to  get  one 
or  more  of  them  to  come  and  preach  in  his  own  county. 
He  travdlled  on,  scarcely  knowing  whither  he  went  > 
but  an  unseen  band  directed  his  course.  He  providen- 
tially fell  in  with  one  of  Mr.  Harris's  meetings.  When  he  ( 
came  into  the  meeting-house,  Mr.  H.  fixed  his  eyes  upon 
him,  being  impressed  previously,  that  he  had  some  ex- 
traordinary message.  He  asked  him  whence  he  came,  &C 
^r.  W.  told  him  his  errand.    Upon  which,  after  some 


44  Samuel  Harris' t  Succeu  in  Preaching. 

deliberation,  believiDg  him  to  be  sent  of  God,  Mr.  H. 
agreed  to  go.  Taking  three  days  to  prepare,  he  set  out 
with  Wyley,  having  no  meetings  on  the  way,  yet  ex- 
horting and  praying  at  every  house  where  he  went. 

Arriving  in  Culpepper,  his  first  meeting  was  at  Wy- 
ley's  own  house.  He  preached  the  first  day  without  in- 
terruption, and  made  appointments  iot  the  next.  But 
when  he  began  his  meeting,  such  violent  opposition  was 
made  by  a  company,  who  appeared  with  whips,  sdcks, 
dubs,  and  other  rustick  weapons,  as  to  Iiinder  his  la- 
bours ;  in  consequence  of  which,  he  went,  that  night, 
over  to  Orange  county,  and  preadied  with  much  eroct. 
He  continued  many  days  preaching  from  place  to  place, 
attended  by  great  crowds,  and  followed  throughout  his 
meetings  by  several  persons  who  had  been  either  lately 
converted,  or  seriously  awakened,  under  the  ministry  ^ 
the  Regular  Baptists,  and  also  by  many  who  had  been 
alarmed  by  his  own  labours.  When  Mr.  Harris  left 
them,  he  eshorted  them  to  be  stedfast,  and  advised 
some  in  whom  he  discovered  talents,  to  commence  the 
exerdse  of  their  gifb,  and  to  hold  meetings  among 
themselves.  In  this  ministerial  journey,  Mr>  Harris 
sowed  much  good  seed,  which  yielded  afterwards  great 
increase.  The  young  converts  took  his  advice,  and  be- 
gan to  hold  meetings  every  Sabbath,  and  almost  every 
night  in  the  week,  ta^ng  a  tobacco-house  for  their 
meeting-house.  After  proceeding  in  this  way  for  some 
time,  they  applied  to  Mr.  David  Hiom^  who  lived 
somewhere  north  of  the  Rappahannock,  to  come  and 
preach  for  them,  and  teach  them  the  ways  of  God  more 
perfectly  j  he  came,  but  in  his  preaching  expressed  some 
disapprotutipo  of  the  preaching  of  such  wuik  and  illite- 
rate persons.  This  was  like  throwing  cold  water  upon 
their  flaming  ^eal ;  they  took  umbrage,  and  resolved  to 
send  once  more  for  Mr.  Harris.  Sometime  in  the  year 
J766,  and  a  short  time  after  Mr.  Thomas's  preaching, 
thred  of  the  pvrty,  viz.  Elijah  Craig  and  two  others, 
travelled  to  Mr.  Harris's  house,  in  order  to  procure  his 
services  in  Orange  and  the  adUcent  parts,  to  preach  and 
baptize  the  new  converts.  They  found,  to  their  sur- 
prise, that  he  had  not  been  ordained  to  the  administra- 
tioijii  of  the  ordinances.     To  remedy  thb  inconve- 
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mence,  he  carried  them  about  60  miles  into  North-Car- 
olinz  to  get  James  Read,  who  was  ordained. 

There  is  something  singular  in  the  exercise  of  Mr. 
Read  about  this  time.  He  was  impressed  with  an 
<^iuion  that  he  had  frequent  teachings  from  God ;  and 
indeed,  from  the  account  given  by  himiietf,  we  must 
either  doubt  his  veracity,  or  admit  that  his  impressions 
were  supernatural.  He  declares  that  respecting  his 
preaching  in  Virginia,  for  many  weeks,  be  had  no  rest 
in  his  spirit.  Asleep  or  awake,  he  felt  his  soul  earn- 
estly impressed  with  strong  desires  to  go  to  Virginia,  to 
preach  the  gospel.  In  his  dreams  he  thought  that  God 
would  often  shew  him  large  congregations  of  Virginians 
assembled  to  bear  preaching.  He  was  sometimes  heard 
by  his  family  to  cry  out  in  his  sleep,  *'  O  Virginia !  Vir- 
ginia !  Virginia  !"  Mr.  Graves,  a  member  of  his 
church,  a  good  man,  discovering  his  anxiety,  and  believ- 
ing bis  impressions  to  be  from  God,  offered  to  accom- 
pany him.  Just  as  they  were  preparing  to  set  out, 
Mr.  Harris  and  the  three  messengers  mentioned  above, 
came  for  him  to  go  with  them.  The  circumstances  so 
mudi  resemble  Peter's  call  from  Joppa  to  Cscsarea, 
that  we  can  hardly  for  a  moment  hesitate  in  placing 
implicit  confidence  in  its  being  a  contrivance  of  Di- 
vine Wisdom. 

Mr.  Read  agreed  to  go,  without  much  hesitation. 
One  of  the  messengers  from  Spottsylvania  went  on  to 
appoint  meetings  on  the  way.  The  two  preachers,  after 
mUng  up  some  appointments  in  their  own  parts,  pursued 
their  contempItUed  journey,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Graves 
and  the  other  two.  In  about  two  weeks  they  arrived 
in  Orange,  within  the  bounds  of  Blue-Run  Church,  as 
it  now  stands.  When  they  came  in  sight,  and  saw  a 
very  large  congregation,  they  were  greatly  affected. 
Afrer  a  few  minutes  of  prayer  and  reSection,  they  re- 
covered their  courage,  and  entered  upon  their  great 
work.  They  preached  with  much  effect  on  that  day. 
The  next  day  they  preached  at  Elijah  Craig's,  where  a 
vast  crowd  attended.  David  Thomas  and  John  Garrard, 
both  preachers  of  the  Regular  Order,  were  at  this 
meeting.  The  minbters  on  both  sides  seemed  desirous 
to  unite,  but  the  people  vere  agunst  it ;  the  larger  part 
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siding  with  the  Separates.  Ab  they  could  not  unite, 
the  next  day  being  Sabbath,  both  parties  held  meetings 
biit  a  sm^  distance  from  each  other.  Baptism  was  ad- 
ministered by  both.  These  things  widened  the  breach. 
Messrs.  Read  and  Harris,  however,  continued  their 
ministrations.  Mr.  Read  baptized  19  the  first  day,  and 
more  on  the  days  following.  They  went  through  Spott- 
sylyania  into  the  upper  parts  of  Caroline,  Hanover,  and 
Goochland,  sowing  the  seeds  of  grace  and  peace  in  many 
places.  So  much  were  they  inspirited  by  these  meet- 
ings, that  they  made  appointments  to  come  again  the 
next  year.  In  their  second  visit,  they  were  accompa- 
nied  by  the  Rev.  ZXitton  Lane,  who  assisted  them  in 
constituting  and  organizing  the  first  Separate  Baptist 
church  between  the  Rappahannock  and  James-river. 
This  took  place  on  the  20th  of  November,  1767.  The 
church  was  called  Upper  Spottsylvania,  and  consisted  of 
25  members,  including  all  the  Separate  Baptists  north  of 
James-river.  This  was  a  mother  to  iq^y  otheir 
churches. 

Read  and  Harris  continued  to  visit  these  parts  fbr 
about  three  years,  with  wonderful  efiect.  In  one  of 
their  visits,  they  baptized  75  at  one  time,  and  in  the 
course  of  one  of  their  journies,  which  generally  lasted 
several  w^eks,  they  baptized  upwards  of  200.  It  was 
not  uncommon,  at  their  great  meetings,  for  many  hun- 
dreds of  men  to  encamp  on  the  ground,  in  order  to  be 
present  the  next  day.  The  night  meetings,  through  the 
great  work  of  God,  continued  very  late  ;  the  ministers 
would  scarcely  have  an  opportunity  to  sleep.  Some- 
times the  floor  would  be  covered  vnth  persons  struck 
down  under  the  conviction  of  sin.  It  frequently  hap- 
pened, that  when  they  would  retire  to  rest  at  a  late 
hour,  they  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  arising 
agMn,  through  the  earnest  cries  of  the  penitent.  There 
were  instwices  of  persons  travelling  more  than  one  hun- 
dred miles  to  one  of  these  meetings  j  to  go  forty  or 
fifty  was  not  uncommon. 

On  account  of  the  great  increase  of  members,  through 
the  labours  of  Messrs.  Read  and  Harris,  uded  by  a  num- 
ber of  young  preachers,  it  was  found  necessary  to  cqii- 
Btitute  several  other  churches. 
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Read  and  Harris,  particularly  the  latter,  were  men  of 
great  zeal  and  inderatigaUe  diligence  and  perseverance 
in  their  Master's  cause.  Their  spirit  was  caught  by 
many  of  the  young  prophets  in  Orange  and  Spottsylva- 
nia.  Lewis  and  Elijah  Craig,  John  Waller,  James 
Childs,  John  Bumis,  and  others,  animated  by  an  ardent 
desire  for  the- advancement  of  their  Master's  kingdom, 
sallied  forth  in  every  direction,  spreading  the  tidines  (^ 
peace  and  salvation  wherever  Uiey  went.  Most  of  them 
illiterate,  yet  illumined  by  the  wisdom  from  above,  they 
would  defend  and  muntain  the  cause  of  truth,  against 
the  arguments  of  the  most  profound.  Without  visible 
Bword  or  buckler,  they  moved  on  steady  to  their  pur- 
pose, undismayed  by  the  terrifick  hosts  of  Satan,  which 
were  backed  by  the  strong  arm  of  civil  authority.  Ma^s- 
trates  and  mobs,  priests  and  sheri^,  courts  and  prbons, 
all  vainly  combined  to  divert  them  from  their  object. 

Their  labours  were  not  limited  to  their  own  counties. 
In  Goochland,  Messrs.  Harris  and  Read  had  baptized 
'  several ;  among  whom  was  Reuben  Ford,  who  had  pro- 
fessed  vital  faith  about  seven  years  before,  under  the 
ministry  of  the  renowned  Whitefield  and  Davis.  Mr. 
.Ford  was  baptized  in  the  year  1 769,  by  James  Read. 

These  plants  were  watered  by  the  labours  of  the  Spott- 
sylvania  preachers,  particularly  J.  Waller,  who,  early  in 
bis  visits  to  Goochland,  baptized  William  Webber  and 
Joseph  Anthony,  who,  with  Reuben  Ford,  had  been  ex- 
horting, &c.  previous  to  their  being  baptized.  By  the 
united  labours  of  these  several  servants  of  God,  the 
work  of  godliness  progressed  in  Goochland  and  round 
about.  These  young  preachers  were  no  sooner  capti- 
vated by  the  King  of  Zion,  than  tfiey  immediately  be- 
gan to  fight  under  his  banner.  Their  success  was  equal 
to  their  diligence }  many  believed,  and  were  baptized  in 
Goochland ;  insomuch  that  they  thought  themselves  ripe 
for  an  independent  government,  and  were  according- 
ly constituted  as  a  church,  towards  the  last  of  the  year 
1771,  which  received  the  name  of  the  county  in  which 
it  was  situated,  and  contained  about  75  members.  This 
was  the  mother  church  of  those  parts,  for  from  it  have 
been  since  constituted  several  others,  particularly  Dover 
and  Licking-bole.     William  Webber  became  pastor  cf 
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Dover  church,  which  office  he  held  until  his  death  in  1 808. 
Reuben  Ford  administered  the  word  and  ontiDances  tb 
Goochland  and  Licking-hole. 

One  William  Mullin,  afterwards  an  useful  preacher, 
had  moved  from  Middlesex  and  settled  in  the  county  of 
Amelia.  "When  the  gospel  reached  his  neighbourhood, 
Mr.  Mullin  cordially  embraced  it.  Going  afterwards, 
in  1769,  on  a  visit  to  hb  relations  in  Midtuesex  and  Es> 
sex,  by  arguments  drawn  from  the  scripture,  he  con- 
vinced his  brother  J(^n,  and  his  brother-in.Iaw  James 
Greenwood,  with  several  others,  of  the  necessity  of  be- 
ing bom  ag^n.  Of  these,  some  fbnnd  peace  in  believ- 
ing, before  they  ever  heard  the  gospel  publickly  preach- 
ed. November,  1770,  John  Waller  and.  John  fiurrus 
came  down  and  preached  in  Middlesex.  They  continu- 
ed preaching  at  and  near  the  same  place  for  three 
days  ;  great  crowds  came  out.  Waller  baptized  five  ; 
but  persecution  began  to  rage.  Some  said  they  were 
decnvers  ;  others  that  they  were  good  men.  On  the 
second  day,  a  ma^strate  attempted  to  pull  Waller  off 
the  stage,  but  the  clergyman  of  the  parish  prevented 
it.  The  next  day  a  man  threw  a  stone  at  Waller 
while  he  was  preaching ;  but  the  stone  missed  him, 
and  struck  a  friend  of  the  man  who  threw  it.  James 
Greenwood  and  others  now  began  to  hold  publick  meet- 
ings by  day  and  by  night ;  much  good  was  done  by 
them.  Many  believed,  and  only  waited  an  opportunity 
to  be  baptized,  there  being  no  ordained  preacher  near- 
er than  Spottsylvania. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  labourers  had  not  been  idle  in 
that  part  of  the  vineyard  south  of  James-river.  The  two 
Murphies,  viz.  William  and  Joseph,  aided  by  the  inde- 
fatigable Samuel  Harris,  had  carried  the  gospel  into  some 
<tf  the  counties  above  Pittsylvania,  where  Robert  Stock- 
ton and  some  other  preachers  were  raised  up.  Mr. 
Iteris,  James  Read,  Jeremiah  Walker,  and  others,  had 
proclaimed  the  tidings  of  peace  in  Halifax,  Charlotte, 
Lunenburg,  Mecklenburg,  Amelia,  and  almost  all  the 
counties  to  the  west  of  Richmond,  on  the  south  side  tii 
James-river.  In  these  gatherings,  there  were  many  use- 
ful and  several  eminent  ministers  of  the  gospel  brought 
ui,  particularly  John  Williams,  John  King,  James  Sbel- 
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bWDe,  Henry  Lester,  wkh  some  others.  The  gospel 
ivas  first  carried  to  these  places  much  ia  the  same  way 
as  it  was  into  Culpepper  and  Spottsylvania,  viz.  in  con- 
sequence of  a  special  message  to  the  preachers  from  some 
of  th^  inhabitants.  They  constituted  the  first  church 
in  1 769,  with  about  forty  members,  which  was  called 
Noltfway.     Jeremiah  WaJker  soon  moved  and  took  the 

giStoral  care  of  it :  he  had  been  preaching  some  time  he- 
re this,  in  North-Carolina,  his  native  State ;  but  now 
moving  to  Virginia,  he  for  several  years  acted  a  conspic* 
uous  part  in  the  concerns  of  the  Virginia  Baptists. 

In  the  year  1 7.58,  three  years  after  Steartis  and  faia 
company  settled  at  Sandy-creek,  a  few  churches  hav* 
li^  been  constituted,  and  these  having  a  number 
<»  branches  which  were  last  maturing  tot  churches^ 
Steams  conceived  that  an  Association  comp<AGd  of  dele- 
gates  from  them  all,  would  have  a  tendency  to  forward 
the  great  object  of  their  exertions.  For  this  purpose  hit 
visited  each  church  and  congregation,  and  explaining  to 
them  his  contemplated  plan,  induced  them  all  to  send 
delates  to  his  meeting-house  in  January,  1 758,  when 
an  Association  was  formed,  which  Mras  called  Sandy^reekf 
and  which  continues  to  the  present  time ;  but  it  has  e^ 
perienced  many  vicissitudes  of  prosperity  and  adversity ) 
and  at  one  time,  on  account  of  exercising  too  much 
power  over  the  churches,  it  became  much  embarrassed  in 
its  movements,  and  very  near  to  extinction. 

For  twelve  years,  all  the  Separate  Baptists  in  \^rginia 
and  the  two  Carolinas,  continued  in  connexion  with 
this  Association,  which  was  generally  held  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  place  where  it  originated.  All  who 
could,  travelled  from  its  remote  extremities,  to  attend 
-  its  yearly  sessions,  which  were  conducted  with  great 
harmony,-  and  :^orded  sufficient  edification  to  induce 
them  to  undertake  with  cheerfulness  these  long  and  la- 
borious joumies.  By  the  means  of  these  meetings,  the 
gispel  was  carried  into  many  new  places,  where  the 
me  of  the  Baptists  had  previously  spread ;  for  great 
crowds  attending  from  (tistant  puts,  mostly  through 
curio^y,  many  became  enamoured  with  these  extraon- 
ftinary  people,  and  petitioned  the  VAssodation  to  send 
preachers  into  ttwr  neighbottrhoods.      These  petitiom 
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were  readily  granted,  and  the  preadiM^  as  rcodUy  cani' 
plied  with  the  appointinents«  These  people  were  so 
much  engaged  Id  their  evuigelical  pursuits,  that  thej 
had  no  time  to  spend  In  theolo^cal  debates,  nor  were 
they  very  scrupulous  about  the  mode  of  conducting 
their  meetings.  When  assembled,  their  chief  employ- 
ment was  preaching,  exhortation,  singing,  and  convers- 
ing about  th^r  various  exertions  in  the  Redeemer's  ser- 
vice, the  success  which  had  attended  them,  and  the  new 
and  prosperous  scenes  which  were  opening  before  them. 
These  things  so  inflamed  the  hearts  of  the  ministers, 
that  they  would  leave  the  Association  with  a  zeal  and 
courage,  which  no  common  obstacles  could  impede. 

**  At  our  first  Association,  («ays  the  MS.  of  James 
Read,  who  was  present)  we  continued  together  three  or 
four  days.  Great  crerwds  of  people  attended,  mostly 
through  curiosity.  The  great  power  of  Ood  was  among 
us.  The  {»-eaching  every  day,  seemed  to  be  attended 
with  God's  blessing.  We  carried  on  our  Association 
with  sweet  decorum  and  fellowship  to  the  end.  Then 
we  took  leave  of  one  another,  with  many  solemn  charg- 
es from  our  reverend  old  £ither  Shubael  Stearns,  to 
stand  fast  unto  the  end." 

At  their  next  Association  they  were  visited  by  Rev. 
John  Gano,  who  at  that  time  resided  in  North-Carolina, 
at  a  place  called  the  Jersey  settlements.  Mr.  Gano  was 
received  by  Steams  with  great  affection  ;  but  as  there 
was.  at  that  time  an  unh^py  shyness  and  jealousy  be* 
tween  the  Regulars  and  Separates,  by  the  others  he  was 
treated  with  ccMness  and  suspicion ;  and  they  even  re> 
fused  to  invite  him  into  their  Association.  But  Mr.  Gano 
had  too  much  knowl«]ge  of  mankind,  humility  and 
Rood  nature,  to  be  offended  at  this  treatment.  He  con- 
tinued a  while  as  a  spectator  of  their  proceedings,  and 
then  retired  with  a  view  of  returning  home.  Steams 
ipas  much  hurt  and  mortified  with  the  shyness  and  in- 
civility of  his  bretln'en,  and,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Gano, 
expostulated  with  them  on  the  matter,  and  made  a 
proposition  to  mvite  him  to  preach  with  them.  All 
were  forward  to  m^te  him  to  preach,  although  thn 
could  not  invite  him  to  a  seat  in  their  Assembly.  With 
their  invitation  he  cheerfully  complied,  and  his  preack- 


ing,  though  not  with  the  New-Light  tones  ud  g^tures, 
was  in  demonstration  of  the  Spnrit  and  with  power.  H« 
continued  with  them  to  the  close  of  their  session,  and 
preached  frequently,  much  to  their  astonishment,  as  ^ell 
as  edification.  Their  hearts  were  soon  opened  towards 
him,  and  their  cold  indifierence  and  hngnid  charity 
were,  before  he  left  them,  enlarged  into  a  warm  attach, 
ment  and  cordial  affection.  And  so  superior  did  hb 
preaching  talents  appear  to  them,  that  the  young  and 
illiterate  preachers  said  they  felt  as  if  they  could  never 
attempt  to  preach  again. 

This  Association  continued  to  progress  with  great  hai*- 
mony  and  prosperity,  without  any  special  occurrence, 
until  1769,  when  the  Ketockton  Association  of  Regular 
Baptistir,  desirous  of  effecting  an  union  with  them, 
(which  had  before  been  unsuccessfolly  attempted)  by 
compromising  those  little  matters  of  di&rence,  which 
had  unhappily  prevented  their  communion  with  each 
other,  sent,  as  messengers  for  the  purpose,  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Garret,  Major,  and  Saunders,  with  a  letter  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract  :— 

**  Beloved  in  tur  Lord  Jetus  Christ, 

^  The  bearers  of  this  letter  can  acquaint  you  with  the 
design  of  writing  it.  .  Their  errand  is  peace,  and  their 
business  is  a  reconciliation  between  us,  if  there  is  any  dif- 
ference subsisting.  If  we  are  all  Christians,  all  Baptists, 
all  New-Lights,  why  are  we  divided  ?  Must  the  little  ap- 
pellative  names,  Regular  and  Separate,  break  the  golden 
band  of  charity,  and  set  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Zion 
at  variance  ?  *•  Sebeld  bow  good  and  bow  pleasant  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity"  but  how  bad  and  how 
bitter  it  is  for  them  to  live  asunder  in  discord !  To  in- 
dulge ourselves  in  prejudice,  is  soon  a  disorder ;  and  to 
quarrel  about  nothing,  is  irregularity  with  a  witness. 
O,  our  dear  brethren,  endeavour  to  prevent  this  calam* 
ity  for  the  future." 

This  excellent  letter  was  presented  to  the  Association, 
jwd  after  a  lengthy  debate,  the  proposal  for  an  union 
^as  rejected  by  a  small  m^ority. 

Their  answer  to  the  Regulars  was,  ^*  Excuse  us  ii» 
love  i  for  we  ve  ac^u^oted  with  ovr  own  ordef,  but 
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not  so  weD  with  yours ;  and  if  there  ia  a  difibrenca,  we 
might  ignoraptly  jump  into  ttiat  which  will  make  us 
roe  it,  &c" 

At  the  meeting  of  this  body,  in  1770,  their  harmtMy 
was  interrupted  and  their  assembly  assumed  a  new  and 
unpleasant  appearance,  and  the  division  of  the  Assoda- 
ation,  which  convenience  would  have  dictated,  was  now 
efiected  from  painful  necessity.  It  had  been  usual  with 
them  to  do  nothing  in  Associations,  but  by  unanimity, 
if  in  any  measure  proposed,  there  was  a  single  dbsen- 
tient,  they  laboured  first  by  arguments  to  cdme  to  unan- 
imous agreement ;  when  arguments  iailed,  they  resort- 
ed  to  jFrequent  prayer,  in  which  all  jmned.  When  both 
these  failed,  they  sometimes  appointed  the  next  day  for 
fasting  and  prayer,  and  to  strive  to  bring  all  to  be  of 
one  mind.  At  this  session  they  sfdit  in  their  first  bud- 
ness  i  nothing  could  be  done  on  the  first  day.  They 
appointed  the  next  for  fasting  and  prayer.  They  met 
and  laboured  the  whole  day,  and  could  do  nothing,  not 
even  appointa  Moderator.  The  third  day  was  appoint- 
ed for  the  same  purpose,  and  to  be  observed  in  the  same 
way.  They  met  early,  and  continued  together  until 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  without  having  accom- 
plished any  thing,  A  proposal  was  then  made,  that  the 
Association  should  be  divided  into  three  districts,  that 
is,  one  in  each  State-  To  this  there  was  an  unanimous 
consent  at  Qnce. 

**  The  cause  of  this  division,  (says  Mr.  Edwards)  was 
partly  convenience,  but  It  was  chieny  owing  to  a  mistake 
which  this  Association  fell  into,  relative  to  their  power 
^d  jurisdiction.  They  had  carried  matters  so  high  as  to 
leave  hardly  any  power  in  particular  churches,  unfellow- 
shipping  ordinations,  ministers,  and  churches  that  acted 
.independent  of  them ;  and  pleading,  **  that  though 
**  complete  power  be  In  every  church,  yet  ,every  church 
*'  can  transfer  it  to  an  Association ;"  which  b  as  much  as 
to  say,  that  a  man  may  take  out  his  eyes,  ears,  $ic.  and 
«ve  them  to  another,  to  see,  hear,  &c.  for  him ;  for 
if  power  be  fixed  by  Christ  in  a  particular  church,  tli^^y 
cannot  transfer  it ;  nay,  should  they  formally  give  it 
ftway,  yet  ia  it  not  gone  away." 
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'lb«  good  dd  Mr.  Stearns,  who  waa  ooc  whdlj  di- 
vested of  those  maxims  which  he  had  imbibed  from  the 
traditicHU  of  his  fathers,  is  said  to  have  been  the  princi- 
pal promoter  of  this  imprt^r  stretch  of  associatioiial 
power,  which,  however,  was  soon  aband(»ied  by  those^ 
who,  for  a  time,  tampered  with  it,  to  their  embarrass* 
meat  and  injury. 

How  many  communicants  were  comprehended  in 
this  Association,  at  the  time  of  its  division,  I  have  no^ 
be«i  able  to  ascertun  ;  but  they  must  have  been  consid- 
erably numerous.  The  division  was  made  in  the  follow- 
ii^  manner.  The  churches  in  South-Carolina  formetl 
an  Assodation  by  the  name  of  Congaree  i  those  in  North- 
Carolina  were  still  known  by  the  name  of  Sandy-creek  f 
while  those  in  Virginia  formed  an  Association  which  was 
at  first  called  Rafud-ann,  but  was  more  commonly  disti^ 
guished  by  the  name  of  the  General  Association  of  Sep-, 
arate  £^tists. 

We  are  now  prepared  to  tre^  wholly  of  the  S^nrate^ 
in  Vir^pnia,.  as  the  lustory  of  those  in  the  other  States 
will  be  related  under  their  respective  heads. 

The  Association  which  originated  in  the  manner  above 
described,  embraced  all  the  Separate  Baptists  in  Virg^nia^ 
except  a  very  few  churches,  which  were  dismissed  from 
it  in  1776,  to  form  the  Strawberry  Association,  for  the 
space  of  twelve  years,  viz.  until  the  year  1783,  when  ic  ^ 
was  by  mutual  consent  divided.  From  this  Association, 
as  from  a  fruitful  mother,  have  originated  most  of  the 
present  Associations  in  Virgioia.  And  although  there 
was  one  temporary  division  by  mutual  consent,  and  an? 
other  occasioned  by  the  discussion  of  an  important  sub- 
ject, which  will  soon  be  mentioned ;  yet,generally  speak- 
11^,  it  continued  a  united,  prosperous,  and  even  power- 
ful body,  through  all  the  calamitous  scenes  of  the  revo- 
lutionary  war ;  and  to  them,  the  more  aiEiclive  scenes  of 
persecution,  which  for  a  number  of  years  were  carried 
to  a  high  degree  in  Virginia,  to  which  the  Separates, 
more  than  the  Regulars,  were  exposed. 

A  ix-ief  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  General  As- 
sodation during  the  twelve  years  of  its  existing  as  such, 
vill  now  be  ^ven. 
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■  It  has  alr«>dy  been  observed,  that  the  (fivision  of  the 
Sandy-credc  Assodation  took  place  id  the  year  1770, 
and  the  next  year,  the  one  under  consideration  was  or- 
ganized; at  vhich  time  it  contained  14  churches,  and 
]Sd5'niembers.  These  14  churches  were  scattered  in 
almost  as  many  counties,  and  many  of  them  were  pretty 
high  up  in  the  State,  both  as  it  respected  the  sea-coast, 
and  its  southern  boundary ;  the  most  of  them,  however, 
were  situated  on  the  south  of  James-river. 

At  the  organization  of  this  Association,  they  adopted 
a  set  of  rules  for  the  regulation  of  their  body,  which 
consisted  of  nine  articles,  and  the  first  and  most  impor- 
tant of  them,  which  restricted  the  Association  within 
proper  bounds,  was  as  follows : 

**  It  is  unanimously  agreed  that  this  Association  has 
BO  power  or  authority  to  impose  any  thing  upon  the 
cburdies,  but  that  we  act  as  an  advisory  council." 

In  1773,  the  Association  bad  increased  to  34  churches, 
which  contained  3195  members. 

We  are  now  about  to  relate  an  afiair  which  took 
place  in  this  body,  wluch  will  probably  produce  mixed' 
emmions  in  the  mind  of  the  reader.    The  following 

Siery,  viz.  **  Are  all  the  offices  of  Apostles,  Prophets, 
vangelists.  Pastors,  and  Teachers,  mentioned  in  Ephe- 
nans,  4th  chapter,  and  1 1th  verse,  now  in  use  f"  had 
been  introduced  at  a  previous  session  of  the  Association, 
when,  after  spending  two  days  in  debating  upon  it,  they 
agreed  to  defer  th«r  decision  on  the  subject,  until  their  . 
next  session.  During  the  recess  of  the  Association,  as 
well  as  when  it  was  assembled,  this  novel  subject  was 
ctiscussed  by  many,  with  no  little  warmth  and  mterest. 
It  appears  to  have  been  first  agitated  by  Jeremiah  Walker* 
who  laboured  hard,  both  in  publick  and  private,  to  defend 
9nd  propagate  his  sentiments.  He  even  wrote  a  piece 
upon  the  suWect,  entitled.  Free  Thoughts,  &c.  in  which 
he  ingeniously  maintained  that  Apostles,  together  with 
aji  the  other  offices  enumerated  in  Ephesians,  &c.  were 
sCiU  to  be  maintained  in  the  church,  Reuben  Ford  took 
ap  active  part  against  Walker,  and  wrote  a  pamphlet  in' 
oppositios  to  his  scheme.  Both  of  these  men  were  ftrf- 
lowcd  by  large  and  respectable  parties,  and  both  of  their 
pamphlets  were  read  before  t$e  Assodation  in  1774^ 


Wh6b  the  query  was  afpin  introduced*  and  the  driiatM 
tapon  it  resumed.  But  the  majority  favouring  Walker's 
BpeculatioDS*  an  almost  unsLoimous  vote  was  obtained  to 
carry  them  into  practical  operation.  Having  thus  re- 
solved, they,  in  the  first  place,  proceeded  to  choose  onf 
from  among  them,  to  officiate  in  the  dignified  character 
of  an  Apostle.  Walker  had  been  suspected  of  vain  and 
ambitious  views  in  pleading  so  hard  for  the  estaUishr 
ment  of  this  office  ;  but  whatever  were  bis  desires  and 
expectations,  the  venerable  Samuel  Harris,  who  was  now 
about  50  years  of  age,  was,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  Association,  elected  an  Apostle.  He  acccepted  the 
appointment,  and  was  immediatdy  ordained  to  die  Apos- 
tolic function.  His  ordination,  as  appears  by  their  Min- 
utes, wu  conducted  in  the  following  manner :  **  The 
day  being  set  apart  as  a  fast  day,  we  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  ordain  him,  and  the  hands  of  every  ordained 
minister  were  laid  upon  him.*  Publick  prayer  was  made 
by  John  Waller,  Elijah  Craig,  and  John  Williamg.  Jqhil 
Waller  gave  a  publick  charge,  and  the  whole  Association 
nve  lum  the  right  hand  of  fellowship."  The  wcurk  as- 
signed to  thb  Apostle,  was  to  pervade  the  churches,  for 
the  purpose  of  performing,  or  at  least  of  superintending 
the  work  of  ordination,  and  to  set  in  order  the  thicgji^ 
that  were  vantinff ;  and  he  was  ordered  to  report  the 
success  of  his  nusston,  at  the  next  Association.  And 
for  the  discipline  of  this  high  officer,  the  following  law 
was  enacted,  viz.  "  If  our  Messenger,  or  Apostle,  shall 
trangress  in  any  manner,  he  shall  be  liable  to  dealing  in 
ftoy  church  where  the  transgression  was  committed  ;  and 
the  said  church  is  instructed  to  call  helps  from  two  <x 
three  neighbouring  churches ;  and  if  by  them  found  a 
transgressoi;,  a  general  conference  of  the  churches  shall 
be  called,. to  restore,  or  excommunicate  Iiim."  At  this 
time  there  was  a  temporary  division  of  this  extensive  As- 
sociation, and  James-river  was  the  dividing  line.  The 
scene  wUch  we  have  been  describing,  was  acted  on  that 
fMTt  wtnt^  U^  south  of  this  river ;  but  the  northern  sec- 
tion, in  imit^pn  of  their  southern  bretlir^,  not  loqg  after. 

*  It  would  Mcih  by  fteabore  account,  that  thcK  who  had  opposed  die  c»- 
taUbhmAit  €(  ApoulQ),  had  ntirad  frsm  the  AMKtaikii,  bdbM  the  sAfMin 
BMAsuTe  wa>  adopted. 
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in  the  same  jar,  appdnted  for  tbar  Apoetles,  John  WkU 
kr  and  Elijah  Craiff.  Thus  Virginia}  vhose  ecclesiastical 
affairs  were  formerly  goTcmed  by  Bisbopi,  now  beheld 
vithin  her  bounds,  three  Baptist  Apostles !  But  these 
Aposties  made  their  first  reports  in  rather  discouraging 
terms,  and  no  others  were  ever  appointed.  They  finally 
concluded,  that  the  office  of  Apostles,  like  that  of  Proph- 
ets, was  peculiar  to  the  Apostolick  age,  and  ceased  with 
the  cessation  of  that  inspiration  and  those  miraculoas 
gifts,  by  which  these  characters  were  peculiarly  distin* 
guished. 

'  The  refiecting  reader  will  doubtless  feel  emotions  of 
disgust  and  disapprobation,  at  these  irregular  sallies  of 
zeal ;  he  will  also,  .probably,  be  provoked  at  the  same 
time  to  smile  at  the  weakness  of  those  who  promoted 
them ;  and  the  risibility  of  the  affair  may,  in  some  meas- 
ure, abate  the  severity  of  his  censures. 

In  177'5,  the  two  divisions  of  the  Association,  which 
had,  for  a  short  time,  acted  in  separate  capacities,  now 
fe-united,  when  it  was  found,  that  the  whole  number  of 
churches  amounted  to  60 ;  31  on  the  north,  and  29  on 
the  south  side  of  James-river.  At  this  session  the  Asso- 
i:btion  was  most  painfully  agitated  by  the  discussion  of 
the  following  very  serious  and  important  question,  viz. 
**  Is  salvation  by  Christ  made  possible  for  every  individu- 
al of  the  human  race  i"  This  query  was  debated  with  much 
interest,  and  also  with  much  ability ;  for  notwithstanding 
.the  proceeduigs  of  the  last  meeting,  by  which  tfadr  wisdom 
Was  so  much  impeached,  there  were,  at  this  time,  a  number 
of  preacheis  am<Migst  the  Virginia  Baptists,  who  were  mat 
ofconsiderablereadingandtheologicalknowledge,andthey, 
in  this  interesting  debate,  exerted  all  their  poleimcal  powers. 
Those,  who  supported  the  affirmative  of  this  question, 
were  called  Atminians,  while  those  who  maintained  tbe 
opposite  opinion  were  denominated  Calvinists.  But  tak- 
ing the  spirit  of  the  question,  these  appellations  were  not 
descriptive  of  the  characters  to  whom  they  were  applied ; 
fca  many  decided  Calvinists  hold,  that  tbe  atonement  of 
4Shmt  is-  gen«at  in  its  nature,  though  particular  in  its  ap- 
plication i  and  had  these  people  been  acquainted  with  the 
oistinction  made  by  Dr.  Fuller  and  other  modem  divines* 
it  mgfat  have  relieved  chdr  embarrassments,  and  preraited 
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their  discord.  Btlt  to  avoid  circumlocution,  I  shall,  in  re- 
lating the  progress  of  this  debate,  make  use  of  the  term 
ArminiaQ  and  Calvinist,  as  they  Vere  then  applied^  and  as 
they  are  used  in  Semple's  History. 

This  important  query  occupied  the  first  attention  of  the 
Association.  One  whole  day  was  spent  in  debadng  it,  and 
most  of  the  preachers  spake  more  or  less  upon  it.  The 
weight  of  talents  and  influence  seems  to  have  been  on  the 
Arminian  side.  Samuel  Harris,  Jeremiah  Walker,  John 
Waller,  and  many  other  distinguished  preachers,  stood 
forward,  and  zealously  as  well  as  ably  supported  the  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  universal  provision.  Talents  and  inge- 
nuity  were  not  wanting  on  the  other  side.  William  Mur- 
phy, John  Williams,  and  Ulljah  Craig  stood  foremost  in 
favour  of  a  Calvinistick  solution. 

llic  preponderating  weight  was  at  last  cast  into  the 
Calvinistick  scale,  and  they,  after  a  long  and  animated 
debate,  finally  obtained  a  small  majority. 

This  decision  was  on  Monday  afcftrooon,  immediately 
-before  an  adjournment.  That  evening  the  ArmmiaD  party 
holding  a  consultation,  determined  to  bring  oil  the  subject 
again  the  next  day,  and  to  have  a  determination,  whether 
their  opinions  upon  this  point  should  be  a  matter  of  bar 
to  fellowship  and  communion.  On  Tuesday,  when  they' 
met,  the  business  became  very  distressing.  The  Arminian 
party  having  the  Moderator  with  them,  withdrew  out  of 
doors.  The  other  side  :dso  withdrew,  and  chose  Joh& 
Williams  as  Moderator.  Every  thing  was  then  done  bf 
message,  sometimes  in  writing,  and  somedmes  verbally. 
Afler  some  time  was  spent  in  this  way,  the  followiitg  pro- 
posal was  made  by  the  Arminian  party  : 

"  Dear  Brethreity 
'*  A  steady  union  with  yoa  makes  us  williDg  to  be  taatt 
e:q>licit,  in  answer  to  your  terms  of  recondlmion  propo- 
!ttd.  We  do  not  deny  the  fisrmer  part  of  your  proposal, 
respecting  particular  dection  of  grace,  sdll  retaining  oar 
Hberty  with  regard  to  conilruction.  And  as  to  the  uuter 
part,  respectmg  merit  in  the  creature,  ve  are  free  to  prefea 
^rc  is  none. 

**  Signed  by  order, 

SAMX7EL  KAURIS,  1 
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T«  -which  the  other  repUeil  as  follows  :■ 

**  Dear  Brethren, 
**  Inasmuch  as  a  continuation  of  your  Christian  fellow* 
ship  seems  nearly  as  dear  to  us  as  our  lives,  and  seeing 
our  difficulties  concerning  your  principles,  with  respect  to 
merit  in  the  creature,  particular  election,  and  final  perse- 
verance of  the  saints,  are  in  a  hopeful  measure  removing, 
we  do  willingly  retain  you  in  fellowship,  not  raising  the 
least  bar.  But  do  heartily  wish  and  pray,  that  God,  in  hi& 
providence,  in  hfs  own  time,  will  bnng  it  about,  w&en  Is- 
rael ibail  all  be  of  one  mitui,  speaking  the  same  thlr^u 
"  Signed  by  order, 

-JOHN  WILLIAMS,  Moderator.*' 

Hiese  terms  being  acceded  to  on  both  sides,  they 
again  rdet  ifi  the  meeting-house^  and  resumed  their  bus- 
iness. Their  union  was  as  happy,  as  their  discord  had 
been  distres^ng. 

This  gt%at  Association,  which  the  next  year  bad  io- 
^eased  to  74  churches,  continued  to  meet  together  for 
th«  space  of  eight  years  from  this  period.  But  tht 
revolutionary  war  comitig  on,  the  embarrassments  and 
Anxieties  which  it  occasioned,  in  a  great  measure  check- 
ed thiir  progress  and  prosperity ;  their  meetings  gene- 
rally were  but  thinly  attended,  and  their  principal  trans- 
Actions  appear  to  hare  consisted  in  making  exertions  tft 
free  themselves  from  the  civil  grievances  and  oppres- 
sons,  under  which  they,  as  a  denomination,  laboured. 
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■  ■     '     A  ihert  Aeiotmt  ^  the  General  Cgmndttee. 

Thu  body  succeeded  the  Generri  Association,  aod 
^as  composed  of  delegates  from  all  the  Associations 
wbidi  could,  with  coaveaience,  or  were  di^>osed  to 
send  meucpgar*  to  it>  But  many  of  the  Virginia  Bap- 
tists were  suspicioiu  that  this  body  would,  \a  time,  grow 
into  soowtliii]^  like  a  Synod  or  Dictating  Council,  and 
ftwuha^  tiKliQIi  ntnnd  ilnnf  frnm  it  fnr  i  time ;  and,  in-. 


deed,  those  who  sanctioned  it,  and  assisted  in  promot- 
ing its  measures,  were  so  moch  afraid  of  horniy  that  they 
gave  it  scarcely  any  bead  or  power.  But  with  all  its  re- 
sbictions,  most  of  which  were  probably  necessary  in-or- 
der to  secure  the  independency  of  the  numerous  church* 
es,  over  whose  aSurs  it  preuded,  it  was  a  very  usefut 
body,  and  was  instnimentat  in  tearing  oS,  one  after 
another,  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  shackles,  by  which 
the  Baptists,  and  other  dissentefs  from  the  Episcopal  Es' 
taUishment  in  Virginia,  had  been  sorely  galled,  untit  an 
entire  and  equal  freedom  was  by  law  established. 

The  General  Committee  was  organized  in  179*»  aa<J 
continued  its  operations  fifteen  years,  viz.  until  1799, 
when  it  was  dissolved. 

The  object,  which  this  body  had  in  view,  may  be 
tten  in  the  following  articles,  which  cpntaio  the  sub- 
stance of  their  [rian  of  government. 

1.  The  General  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  del- 
toates,  sent  from  all  the  IXstrict  Associations  that  de> 
nre  to  corKspond  irith  each  other. 

3.  No  Association  shall  be  represented  in  the  Gener^ 
Committee  by  more  than  four  delegatea. 

S.  The  Committee  thus  composed,  shaH  consider  ^ 
the  political  grievances  t^  the  whole  Baptist  society  in- 
Virginia,  and  all  references  from  the  District  Associ»> 
t;ions,  respecting  matters  which  concern  the  Baptist  socie- 
ty at  large. 

4.  No  petition,  memorid,  or  remonstrance  shall  be 
presented  to  the  General  Assembly  from  any  Association 
in  connexion  with  the  General  Committee.  All  things 
of  that  Idnd  shall  originate  with  the  General  Committee. 

The  Virginia  Baptists  at  this  time,  had  got  much  in 
the  spirit  of  sending  petitions,  &c.  to  the  General  As- 
sembly ;  and  having  always  met  with  a  favouraUe  re- 
caption, the  Committee  fearing  that  in  their  zeal  for 
Areedomi  they  would  send  to  the  General  Assembly 
some  unnecessary  instrument  of  the  kind,  and  thereby 
li^re  the  cause  which  was  now  in  such  a  promising 
way,  thought  proper  to  lay  this  restrictioD  upon  them 
ft>r  the  purpose  of  preventing  suth  an  evi!.  ■ 
•  This  Committee  was  much  engaged,  fiw  a  few  yeari 
ftaai  its  organizatioiT,  in  petitiontng  the  Oenerd  Assent- 
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\tbf  for  •  repeal  of  iriiat  wu  called  the  vcitry  law,  and 
die  old  law  which  diaqiutified  all  diisenters  from  cele- 
brating the  rites  of  iiiatiimony }  bat  most  of  all,  v^inat 
the  biU  for  a  general  auesunent,  &c.  All  these  hiws, 
which  were  so  obnoxious  to  the  Baptists,  and  which  the 
Bt'Uf^UiH;  and  expiring  spirit  of  the  old  est^isbmcDt- 
was  striving  to  maintun  -,  and,  indeed,  every  oppressive 
Tvsdge  of  this  establishment,  the  Committee  fin^y  had 
the  happiness  of  seeing  aboUahed. 

'  Reuben  Ford,  John  Williams,  J<An  Leland,  and  ]ohi> 
Waller,  aj^iear  to  have  been  the  most  active  in  conduct*. 
ing  the  general  aSurs  of  the  Virginia  Baptists,  in  these 
^iine«, 

'  Jeremiah  Walker,  who  had  formerly  been  their  secre- 
tary, th^ir  counsellor,  and  even  thdr  publick  champian, 
had  £illen  from  his  elevated  station,  and  removed  to 
Georgia.  Mr.  John  Leland  removed  from  New-Eng- 
land, and  settled  in  Orange  county,  Virginia,  in  the  year 
1776 :  he  continued  about  fourteen  years  in  the  State, 
and  during  the  struggles  for  religious  freedtun,  Mr.  Le- 
land took  an  active  and  success^l  part.  But  his  exer- 
tions in  this  field  were  but  a  small  part  of  fais  services 
in  Virtioia ;  for  during  his  rendence  there,  he  traveOed 
extensively,  preached  abupdantly,  and  baptised  between 
six  and  seven  hvtidred  persons. 

The  political  ^evaoces  against  which  this  CtHsmitt 
tee  exerted  thetr  influence  will  be  more  particularly 
mentioned  In  the  next  chapter.  The  mwx.  remarkable 
acts  which  were  performed  by  this  body,  besides  their 
attention  to  these  civil  affairs,  were  th»r  e&cting  an 
union  with  the  Regular  Baptists-rrtheir  propoung  and 
m^ng  some  progress  towards  the  completion  ot  A  His- 
tory of  the  Baptiiu  in  Virpnia-^-'a.iiiA  their  forming  a  plaoj 
whic^,  however,  we  are  sorry  to  say  has  never  been 
carried  into  efiiect,  for  establishing  a  Seminary  ofLeanung 
for  the  adv^tage  of  the  Baptists  in  the  State. 

The  sphism  which  took  place  among  the  R^iilar  and 
Separate  Baptists  in  1766,  soon  after  their  rise  in  Vir- 
npia,  bad  continued,  without  bang  completely  healed, 
for  about  20  years,  ;|lthough  a  very  friendly  intercourse 
l]ad  been  occasionly  kept  up  amongst  them.  But  in 
17^7,  the  happy  period  arrived,  ia  which  all  die  di&< 
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putes  between  these  two  bodies  were  compFomiKd,  ba* 
ri«d,  and  foi^[otteD.  The  zdjustmeot  of  these  diiputev 
was  conducted  by  the  Oenenl  Committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Separates,  and  on  that  at  the  Regulars  by  dde-- 
gates  for  the  purpose  jrorn  the  Ketockton  Anociation  f 
and  took  place  at  the  fourth  Mssion  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee, wbtch  was  held  at  Dover  meeting-faouse,  in 
Goochland  county.  At  this  meetbg,  delegates  fron 
six  Associatiwis  of  the  Sqwratea,  and  a  number  from 
the  Ketockton,  were  assembled,  when,  pursuant  to  a 
previous  ^pointment,  the  subject  of  the  union  between 
the  Regulars  apd  Separates  was -taken  up,  and  after  a 
brief  and  temperate  discusdon  of  their  difierences,  a 
happy  and  eOectual  union  was  frarmed,  and  their  party 
names  dismissed  and  buried. 

The  objections  on  the  ptf  t  of  S^iarates  rdated  chiefly 
to  matters  of  tnvial  importance,  sudi  as  dress,  &c.  and 
bad  beeii  for  some  time  removed,  as  to  being  a  bar  of> 
coinmunion.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Regulars  com- 
plained, that  tlffi  Separates  were  not  sufficiently  explicit 
ID  their  prindi^eBi,  having  never  published  or  sanctioned 
iny  cmRSUon  of  fiuth ;  and  that  they  kept  within  their 
ctHUmunion  niany  who  were  professed  Anninians.*  To 
these  things  it  was  answoed  by  the  Separates:,  that  a 
large  majority  of  them  believed  as  much  in  thdr  con- 
fefioon  of  faith,  as  they  did  themselves,  although  they 
&d  not  entirdy  approve  of  the  practice  of  religious  so- 
cieties Innding  themselves  too  strictly -by  confesnons 
of  £uth»  seeing  there  Was  danger  of  their  finally  usurp- 
ing too  hi^  a  jJace :  that  if  there  were  some  among 
them,  who  leaned  too  much  to  the  Airmtnian  system, 
tiiey.wCTe  generally  men  of  exemphu^  piety,  and  great 
useiuhiess  in  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  ;  and  they  con> 
ouved  it  bettw  to  bear  with  some  diversity  of  opinioa 
m  doctrines,  than  to  break  with  men,  wkoac  Christian 
deportment  rendered  them  amiable  in  the  estimation  at 
all  true  lovers  of  genuine  godliness.-  Indeed,  that  some 
of  them  had  now  becc^e  &th«?  in  the  gospel,  who,  pre> 
vious  to.the  biaswiueb  itheir  minds  bad  received,  had 

*  Tbe  readec  ptoM  kcq>  in  mbd,  that  in  tU>  day,  thoR  werccalled  Ar- 
foBiata,  who  field  to  the  universal  ppoviskn  oTlhe  ^ittpel,  or  ihat^he  atgu- 
ptentofCbiiat'WftigcBCMliBksiiavrK    .    ; 
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txKiie  the  brunt  and  ktat  of  penscutiwii  ^trfuMe  hbonrs 
wd  su&ringH  God  had  bletsed,  and  itiU  Islttsed,  to  tJie 
great  advancement  of  hig  cause—to  exclude  tnch  as 
these  from  their  communioD,  would  bt  fike  tearing  cha 
Umbs  from  the  body. 

These  and  such  like  arguments,  were  agitsted  both  w 
jniblick  and  private,  so  that  all  minds  were  much  moffi' 
fied,  befcH'e  the  final  and  suocessfiU  attempt  for  unioia 
was.made.  Ihe  cenxis  c^  the  union  were  entered  on 
the  minutes  in  the  following  words,  viz. 

"  The  committee  appointed  to  ccmsider  the  Mms  i^ 
union  with  our  Regular  ^etbren,  Reperted^  That  they 
conceive  the  manner  in  which  the  Regular  Baptist  coo* 
fcsuMi  of  faith  lias  been  received  by  a  iormet  Assoda* 
tion,  is  the  ground-work  for  such  union."  The  man- 
ner of  this  reception  was,  that  they  sheuld  retain  their 
liberty  with  re^rd  to  the  construction  of  some  of  its 
objectionable  articles. 

After  considerable  debate,  as  to  the  propriety  of  having^ 
any  confession  of  faith  at  aU»  the  report  of  the  committee 
«a«  received  with  the  folloving  exi4anation : 

"  To  prevent  the  confession  of  nith  from  nsniping  a 
tyrannical  power  over  the  conscience  of  any,  ve  do  noc 
mean,  that  every  person  is  bound  to  the  strict  obscmnoe 
of  every  thing  therein  contained ;-  yet  that  it  hoklc  forth 
the  essential  truths  of  the  gospel,  and  that  the  doctrine  of 
salvation  by  Christ,  and  free  and  unmerited  grace  alone, 
ought  to  be  believed  by  every  Christian,  and  maintained 
by  every  minister  of  the  gospel.  Upon,  these  terms  ve 
are  united,  and  de»re  herder,  that  the  names  Regular 
and  Separate  be  buried  in  oblivion ;  and  that  from  hence- 
forth, we  shall  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  Vnittd  Baptiti 
Cburcbes,  in  Vir^nia."' 

This  union  took  place  at  a  tune  when  a  revival  of  rel«> 
ion  had  commenced  which  soan  burst  forth  on  the  ri^ 
hand  and  on  the  left,  throughout  the  State,  "  and  noth> 
ing,"  says  Mr.  Semple,  their  histocian,  **  could  be  mors 
salutary  than  this  conjunction  of  dissevered  brethren,  and 
the  aca>mmodatiog  temper  «f  the  parties  by  which  it  was 
effected  ;  and  they  have,  from  that  period  to  the  present 
time,  most  fully  demonstrated,  that  it  was  u  union  of 
hearts  a^  well  as  partiesi" 
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la  the  ilext  yeu  ^er  dw  pleswidg  event,  there  origl' 
noted  ia  this  committee  tbe  Gnt  proposal  for  publishiog 
A  Histtry  of  tbe  Rue  and  Pregrets  of  the  BaftisU  in  Vv^iniat 
A  Dumb^  of  perxms  were  chwen  to  engage  in  colkctiag 
materials  j  aod  the  next  year,  a  suffident  number  having 
been  coll«otcd  for  the  purpoGe,  Mewrs.  Jc^  Leland  and 
John  Williavu  were  appointed  to  cotninence  the  work. 
Tlie  corapilBtion  of  this  proposed  history  devolved  on 
different  bands,  by  ^otn  considerable  progress  vas  made, 
although  much  remained  yet  to  be  done,  when  it  wat 
§nally  and  solely  undertaken  by  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Sem- 
ple>  by  whom  it  was  finisbed  in  a  very  acceptable  manner, 
and  presented  to  the  pubUck  in  the  year  1 809. 

The  same  year  in  which  the  first  proposal  for  A  HistO' 
ty^  &c.  ivts  made,  the  committee  received  a  letter  from 
Rev.  James  Manning,  D.  D.  President  of  Providence  Col- 
lege, (now  Brown  University)  in  Rhode-Island,  recom- 
mending and  encouraging  the  Baptists  of  Virginia-to  es- 
tablish a  Seminary  of  Learning,  for  the  benent  of  their 
growing  interest.  This  suggestioD  of  their  learned  and 
pious  correspondent  met  the  approbation  of  this  board, 
who  soon  began  to  talk  upon  the  subject,  and  who,  after. 
1  few  years,  went  so  hx  as  to  form  a  plan,  and  appoint 
twenty-one  Trustees,  for  the  intended  Seminary.  But 
this  institatitm,  which  was  so  much  needed,  and  which, 
with  suitable  exertions,  might  have  been  so  easily  estab-r 
lished,  has  hitherto  only  been  talked  of.  It  is  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  something  more 
efficient  will  be  undertakot.  The  Virginia  Baptists  have 
been  charged  with  "  holding  as  an  established'  maxim, 
that  human  learning  is  of  no  use."  This  charge  they  re* 
sent  as  slanderous  and  ^Ise,  and,  generally  speaking,  it 
doubtless  is  so.  But  for  so  large  a  community  as  there 
has  been  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  Virginia,  for  up- 
wards of  forty  years,  to  remain  so  long  without  any  litera- 
ry establishment  which  they  can  call  their  own,  gives  oc- 
casion both  for  friends  and  enemies  to  say,  that  if  they  do 
not  despise  hiunan  learning,  they  kare  strangtly  neglect- 
ed t^  msans,  which  tfcey  so  abusdntly  possess,  of  pro- 
moting k. 

The  Gcncnl  Cammktee  having  sow  acconpU^ed  the 
object  for  wludi  it  was  qrganuttd,  in  i709r^"^^ramprB- 
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dendal  tnodrcB,  dissolved.  During  the  period  of  its  exist- 
ence, an  unreasonable  jealousy^  says  their  historian,  of  its 
exercising  too  much  power,  vas  often  manifested  both  by 
Associations  and  individuals.  This,  added  to  some  other 
causes,  produced  a  gradual  declension  in  the  attendance  of 
members,  as  well  as  unpleasant  languor  in  the  transaction 
of  business.  For  these  reasons,  this  body  was  dissolved  at 
the  date  above  mentioned,  and  was  succeeded  by  one  simi- 
lar in  in  form,  though  somewhat  different  in  its  object, 
which  was  denomii\ated 

The  General  Meeting  t^  Correspondence. 

This  Meeting,  like  the  General  Committee,  is  formed  of 
delegates  from  i\\  the  Associations  whichchoose  to  promote 
it.  It  was  orKanized  in  1 800,  and  has  continued  its  an- 
niversary sessions  to  the  present  time. 

The  name  of  this  body  is  sufficiently  descriptive  of  its 
nature  and  design.  Having,  however,  never  had  much 
business  assigned  it,  its  operations  have  hitherto  been 
much  circumscribed.  But  the  advantages  resulting  from 
a  general  intercourse  of  the  Associations  in  Virginia  were 
so  obvious,  that  the  promoters  of  this  Convention  were 
willing  to  have  a  meeting  on  any  terms  which  would  a(> 
oomplish  that  end* 

The  last  account  we  have  received  from  this  Meeting 
was  in  1 809,  when  it  was  laudably  engaged  in  devi^ng 
jphns  **  for  the  religious  education  of  children,  and  the 
estabb'shment  of  some  seminary  or  publick  school,  to  as- 
KSt  young  preachers  to  acquire  literary  knowledge." 


CHAP.  vn. 


Wrmt  the  Commeacement  ^  legal  Persecution,  until  the  Abolition 
if  the  EiUMiibed  Church. 

Whin  tbe  Baptists  first  appeared  in  North  Carolina  and 
Yir^inia,  they  were  viewed  by  men  in  power  as  beneath 
their  notice ;  lione,  said  they,  but  the  weak  and  wicked 
j(MB  them ;  let  Aem  aloae,  they  will  soon  &1I  out  among 
themaelreg,  ud  coise  to  oottuog.    In  aoaw  places  this 
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maxim  vas  adhered  to,  and  penecutioh  in  legal  shape  wa« 
never  seen.  But  in  many  others,  alarmed  by  the  rapid  in* 
crease  of  the  Baptists,  the  men  in  power  strained  every  pe* 
nal  law  in  the  Virginia  code,  to  obtain  ways  and  means  td 
put  down  these  disturbers  of  the  peace,  as  they  were  now 
called. 

It  seems  by  no  means  cei'tain,  that  any .  lav  in  force  in 
Virginia  authorized  the  imprisonment  of  any  person  for 
preaching.  The  law  for  the  preservatioa  of  peace,  how* 
ever,  was  so  interpreted  as  to  answer  this  purpose  \  and* 
accordingly,  whenever  the  preachers  were  apprehended,  it 
was  done  by  a  peace>warrant. 

The  first  instance  of  actual  imprisonmetit,  we  belieVtff 
that  ever  took  place  in  Virginia,  was  in  the  county  of 
Spottsylvania.  On  the  4th  of  June,  1768,  John  Waller, 
Lewis  Craig,  James  Childs,  and  others,  were  seized  by  thtf 
Sheriff,  and  haled  before  three  magistrates,  who  stood  in 
the  meeting-house  yard,  and  who  bound  them  in  the  pen^ 
atty  of  oDe  thousand  pounds,  to  appear  at  Court  two 
days  after.  At  Court  they  were  arraigned  as  disturbers  of 
the  peace  ;  on  their  trial,  they  were  vehemently  accused 
by  a  certain  lawyer,  who  said  to  the  Court,  *'  May  it  please 
your  worships,  these  men  aregreat  disturbers  of  the  peace  $ 
they  cannot  meet  a  man  upon  the  road,  but  they  must  ram 
a  text  of  Scripture  down  his  throat."  Mr.  Waller  made 
bis  own  and  his  brethren's  defence  so  ingeniously,  that 
they  were  somewhat  puzzled  to  know  how  to  dispose  of 
them.  They  offered  to  release  them,  if  they  would  promise 
to  preach  no  more  in  the  county,  for  a  year  and  a  day. ' 
This  they  refused,  and  therefore  were  sent  inta  close  jail* 
As  they  were  moving  on  from  the  court'house  to  the  prison^ 
through  the  streets  of  Fredericksburg,  they  sung  the  hymn, 
**  Bread  is  the  road  that  leads  to  deaths"  &c.  This  had  an 
awful  appearance.  Aftel-  four  weeks  confinement,  Lewis 
Craig  was  released  from  prison,  and  immediately  went 
down  to  Williamsburg,  to  get  a  release  for  his  companions. 
He  wuted  on  the  deputy-governor, 'tTie  Hon.  John  Blair, 
stated  the  case.before  him,  and  received  the  following  let* 
ter,  directed  to  the  King's  Attorney,  in  Spottsylvania : 

"  Sir, — I  lately  received  a  letter  signed  by  a  good  num- 
ber of  worthy  gentlemen,  who  are  not  here,  complaining 
of  the  Baptists ;  the  particulars  of  their  qiisbehaviour  are 
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'  tkot  told,  tay  farther  tfaan  their  runmag  into  prlrate 
houses,  and  making  dissensions.  Mr.  Craig  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  Waller  are  now  with  me^  and  deny  the  chaise* 
They  tetl  hk  they  are  willing  to  take  tho  oaths,  as  oth- 
ers have.  I  told  them  I  had  consulted  the  Attorney- 
General,  who  is  of  opinion,  that  the  General  Court  only 
hare  power  to  grant  licentes,  and  therefore  I  referred 
them  to  the  Court ;  but,  on  their  application  to  the  At- 
torney-Generalt  they  brought  me  his  letter,  advising  me 
to  write  to  you  :  That  their  petitioa  was  a  matter  of 
r^ht,  and  that  you  may  not  mokit  these  conscieniioBS 
people,  so  long  as  they  behave  themselves  in  a  munur 
becoming  pious  Christian,  and  in  obedience  to  the  laws, 
till  the  Court,  when  they  intend  to  apply  for  licenses,  and 
when  the  gentlemen  wbc)  complain  may  make  their  ob- 
jections and  be  heard.  The  act  of  toleration^  (it  b«ing 
found  by  experience  that  persecuting  dissenters  in- 
creases their  numbers)  has  ^ven  ihem  a  right  to  applvi 
in  a  proper  manner,  for  licensed  houses  for  the  worship 
of  God*  according  to  their  consciences ;  and  I  persuado 
tnyself  the  gentlemen  will  quietly  overlook  their  meet- 
ings till  the  Court.  I  am  told  they  administer  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Supper  near  the  manner  We  do,  and 
di&r  in  nothing  from  our  churchy  b«t  in  that  of  bs^tttsm, 
and  their  renewing  the  andent  discq^Uoe )  by  which 
they  have  reforined  some  sinners  dnd  brought  them  to  be 
truly  peoiteot }  nay,  if  a  man  of  theirs  is  idle,  and  neg* 
lects  to  labour  and  provide  for  hb  family  aa  he  ought,  he 
incurs  thdr  censures*  which  have  had  good  effects.  If 
this  be  their  behaviotu-,  it  were  to  be  wished  we  had 
some  of  tt  among  ub  :  but,  at  leasts  I  hia^  all  men  may 
remain  quiet  till  Court. 

"  I  am,  with  gteat  i'espects  to  the  {[entlemen,  Sir,^ 
your  bumble  servant,  JOHN  BLAIR. 

"  mUhnukirgt  Jiify  *6,  1768." 

When  the  letter  came  to  the  Attorney,  he  would  have 
nothing  to  say  in  the  a^air.  Waller  and  the  others  con- 
tinued in  jail  jFbrty-three  days,  and  were  then  discharged 
without  any  conditions.  While  in  prison,  they  con. 
atantly  preached  through  the  grates.  The  mob  with* 
iOut  used  every  exertion  to  prevent  the  peofde  from 
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hearing,  intt  to  Sttic  purpose.  Many  heard,  uidwd,  to 
whom  the  word  caase  in  demonstration  cijf  the  Sfnrit 
and  with  power. 

After  tlinr  discharge,  wlucfa  wu  a  kind  of  triumph. 
Waller,  Craig,  and  their  compeers  in  the  ministry,  re- 
sumed  their  ^bours  with  redoubled  vigour,  gathering 
fortitude  from  their  Ute  sufferings  tiiankir^  God  they 
wera  counted  worthy  to  suffer  for  Christ  and  his  gospel. 
Day  and  night,  and,  indeed,  almost  every  day  and  nightf 
they  held  meetings  in  their  own  and  the  acKacent  n^h- 
bourhoods.  The  spread  of  the  gospel  and  of  BapdfA 
princifrfes  was  equal  to  all  their  exertions  \  insomuch, 
that  in  very  few  sections  of  Virginia  did  the  Baptiit 
cause  appear  more  formidaUe  to  its  enemies,  and  mora 
consoling  to  its  friends,  than  in  SpottsyLvama ;  and  wv'  - 
may  add,  so  It  is  to  this  day. 

We  have  already  observed  the  spread  of  4he  gospel  io 
the  county  of  Goochland,  and  that  certain  prominng 
young  preachers  were  thrust  into  the  work.  Animated 
as  they  were  with  strong  de^res  for  the-weHars  of  sonJe, 
they  could  not  restrain  themselves  within  the  limita  .of 
one  county.  In  December,  1770,  Messrs,  William 
Webber  and  Joseph  Anthony,  two  sealousyoungpreacfa* 
ert,  passed  James-rlver,  into  Chesterfield,  having  JMen 
previously  invited  by  some  of  the  inhabitants.  They* 
however,  met  with  rigid  treatment.  The  magistnibis, 
finding  that  many  were  turning  to  righteousness,  (to 
-madness,  as  they  would  have  it)  and  that  these  young 
hibourers  were  hkeiy  to  do  them  much  harm,  issued 
warrants,  and  bad  them  ;^prehended  and  cast  into  pris^ 
on.  The  Court  requiring  them  to  bind  themselves  to 
do  what  they  could  not  in  consdence  comply  'mth,tbey 
continued  in  jail  until  the  March  following.  While  in 
prison  they  did  much  execution  by  preaching  through  ' 
the  grates  ;  many  people  atttnided  their  mlniatry,  and 
many  professed  faith  by  virtue  of  the  labours  of  these, 
the  Lord's  persecuted  servants.  This  was  the  beginning 
of  God's  work  in  the  county  of  Chesterfield  \  no  couii* 
(y  ever  extended  its  oppositibn  and  persecution  to  the 
Baptists  iarther  than  this  ;  and  yet  in  fow  couotieti 
ji^ive  Baptist  princi{des  prevuled  more  extenuwly.       , 
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When  Webber  and  Anthony  were  let  go,  they  re- 
turned to  Goochland,  to  their  ovn  company,  and  re- 
9unied  their  great  work  :  Mr.  Webber,  however,  enjoy- 
ed his  liberty  only  a  few  months.  He  consented  to 
travel  with  John  W  Jler,  on  a  course  of  meetings,  to 
Middlesex,  to  the  upper  end  of  which  place  they  arriv. 
edon  the  lOth  of  August,  l77l.  They  soon  found, 
however,  there  was  no  chance  to  proceed  in  their  work. 
While  Webber  was  preaching  from  these  words,  "  Sbem 
mg  fby  faith  without  thy  %vorh,  end  I  wiii  shew  you  my  faith 
by  my  works"  a  magistrate  pushed  up,  and  drew  back  his 
club,  with  a  design  to  knock  him  down  ;  some  person  be- 
hind htm  caught  the  club,  and  prevented  the  mischief. 
Having  a  warrant  to  apprehend  all  who  preached,  and 
being  backed  by  two  Sherifis,  he  seized  Williain  Web, 
ber,  John  Waller,  James  Greenwood,  and  Robert  Ware. 
On'the  sanie  day*  Thomas  Waford,  who  had  travelled 
JTom  the  vppc  country  with  the  preachers,  though  no 
preacher  himself,  was  severely  beaten  by  one  of  the  per-i 
secutors  with  a  whip,  the  scar  of  which  he  will  probably 
carry  to  his  grave';  he  with  the  four  above-named 
preachers,  were  tried  by  James  Montague.  I'hey  firsC 
searched  their  saddle-bags,  to  find  treasonable  pap«rs ; 
finding  none,  they  proceeded  to  trial,  taldng  them,  one 
by  one,  into  private  rooms,  proposing  to  them  to  give 
bond  and  security  not  to  prea^  in  the  county  again. 
Each  of  them  expressly  refused  ;  Waford  yfza  disfjiarg- 
ed,  not  being  a  preacher ;  the  other  four  were  ordered 
to  prison,  and  being  conducted  by  two  Sheriff,  they 
were  safely  lodged  in  dose  jail  that  nieht,  about  B 
o'clock.  Having  borrowed  a  candle  of  tne  jailer,  and 
sung  the  praises  of  that  Redeemer  whose  cross  they 
bore,  and  from  whose  hands  they  estpected  a  crown  tn 
the  end — and  having  returned  thanks  that  it  v^as  a  prispn 
and  not  hell  that  they  were  in^i— praying  for  themselves, 
their  friends,  their  enemies,  and  persecutors, — they  laid 
down  to  sleep.  The  next  day  being  Sabbath,  many  of 
their  friends  came  to  see  them,  and  were  admitted  into 
(he  prison  :  James  Greenwood  preached  to  them.  They 
nrKe  well  supplied  by  their  friends  with  the  necessaries 
i^id  comforts  for  living,  which,  adde^  to  the  sense  of  d\- 
ym^  goodness  that  they  enjoyed,  they  had  not,  on  the 
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whole,  an  unpleasant  season.  They  gave  notice  that  tfaey 
would  preach  every  Wednesday  and  Sunday.  Many  came 
to  hear  them,  insomuch  that  their  enemies  began  to  be 
enraged,  and  would  frequently  beat  a  drum  wfaUc  they 
■were  preaching. 

On  Mooday  the  24th,  bnng  Court  day,  they  were  car- 
ried to  the  court-house  to  be  tried.  A  guard  attended 
them,  as  if  they  had  been  criminals.  They  were  not  al- 
lowed  to  speak  for  themselves,  but  peremptorily  requir- 
ed to  give  bond  and  security  for  good  behaviour,  and' 
not  to  preach  in  the  county  again  tor  one  year.  These 
terms  they  expressly  refused,  and  were  remanded  to 

grison,  and  orders  ^ven  that  they  should  be  fed  on 
read  and  water ;  accordingly  the  next  day  they  had 
nothing  else,  and  not  enough  of  bread.  Thus  it  contin> 
ued  for  four  days,  until  the  brethren  and  friends  found 
it  out ;  aftf  r  that,  they  were  furnished  so  plentifully 
that  they  bestowed  much  upon  the  poor  inhabitants  en 
the  town.  On  September  1 0th,  they  were  allowed  the 
prison  bounds,  by  which  they  were  miich  relieved  ;  yet 
they  were  frequently  under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
the  jail,  to  avc»d  the  rage  of  persecutors.  The  I^d 
daily  opened  the  hearts  of  the  people :  the  rich  sent 
many  presents,  things  calculated  to  nourish  them  in 
ihdr  sufferings,  and  alleviate  their  sorrows.  Mr.  Web- 
ber fell  sick }  this  excited  the  sympathy  of  their  friends 
in  a  higher  degree,  and  they  paid  him  great  attention. 
The  persecutors  found  that  the  imprisonment  of  the 
preadiers  tended  rather  to  the  furtherance  of  the  gos- 
pel ;  for  they  preached  regularly  in  their  prison,  crowds 
attended.to  hear,  and  their  preaching  seemed  to  have  a 
double  weight  when  coming  from  the  jail ;  many  view- 
ed it  with  superstitions  reverence,  so  that  thar  ene- 
mies became  desirous  to  be  rid  of  them.  Accordingly, 
on  the  fi6th  day  of  September,  after  having  been  thirty 
days  in  close  confinement,  and  sixteen  days  in  the 
bounds,  they  were  liberated,  upon  giving  a  bond  for 
good  behaviour. 

The  rage  of  persecutors  had  in  no  wise  abated ;  they 
seetned,  sometimes,  to  strive  to  treat  the  Baptists  and 
their  worship  with  as  much  rudeness  and  indecency  as 
ffas  possible.    They  often  insulted  the  preachers  in  time 
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of  fervice,  and  would  ride  into  the  water,  and  make 
sport,  when  they  administered  baptsm.  They  fre- 
quently fabricated  and  spread  the  most  groundless  re- 
porti,  which  were  injurious  to  the  characters  of  the 
Baptists ;  and  when  a  Baptist  fell  into  any  improper 
conduct,  it  was  always  exaggerated  to  the  utmost  extent. 
On  one  occasion,  when  Robert  Ware  was  preaching, 
t^re  came  two  sbns  of  BeKal,  one  named  Davie  and  the 
other  Kemp,  and  stood  before  him  with  a  bottle,  and 
drank,  offering  the  bottle  to  him,  cursing  him.  As  soon 
as  he  closed  his  service,  they  drew  out  a  pack  of  cards, 
and  began  to  play  on  the  stage  where  he  had  been  stand- 
ing, wishing  him  to  reprove  them,  that  they  might  beat 
him.  But  It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  these  two  men  both 
died  soon  after,  ravingly  distracted,  each  accusing  the 
other  of  leading  him  into  so  detestable  a  crime.    Not> 

,  withstanding  these  severe  oppositions,  the  word  of  the 
Lord  grew  and  multiplied  greatly.  Young  preachers 
were  orflained,  and  churches  constituted  ;  the  first  of 
which  was  Lower  King  and  Queen  church,  constituted 
October  17,  1772,  with  seventeen  members,  and  on  the 
llth  February  following,  Robert  Ware  was  ordained  as 
pastor.  Glebe  Landing  church  was  also  constituted  at 
the  same  time,  and  James  Greenwood  was  ordained  a 
lay-elder.  £xol  and  Piscataway  churches  were  consti- 
tuted in  no  great  while  after  this.  These  new  churches, 
filled  with  young  and  inexperienced  members,  were  vis- 
ited frequently  by  Jfohn  Waller,  accompanied  sometimes 
by  one,  and  sometimes  by  another  of  the  preachers  of 
his  own  vicinity.  His  ministrations,  on  the  one  hand, 
were  exceeding  salutary  and  comfortable  to  his  friends } 
but  on  the  other,  highly  displeasing  to  the  enemies  of 
the  Baptists.  They  viewed  Waller  as  the  ring-leader  of 
all  the  confusion  and  disturbance  that  had  befallen 
them.  Great  congregations  of  people  attended  the  Bap- 
ti»t  meetings,  while  very  few  went  to  the  pariah  church- 
es. The  zealots  for  the  old  order  were  greatly  embar- 
rassed ;  If,  say  they,  we  permit  them  to  ge  en,  our  church 
must  ceme  to  nothing  ;  and  yet,  if  we  punish  them,  as  far  as 
we  can  ttretch  the  law,  it  seems  not  to  deter  them  ;  for  they 
preach  through  prison  windows,  in  spite  y  our  endeavours  to 

'  prevent  it.     Sometimes  the  rector  of  the  parish  would 
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S're  notice,  that  on  a  cettua  day,  be  umiid  prove  the 
jftittst^be  dtceivertf  and  ibeir  doctrines  fahe.  The  at- 
tempt wa&  often  mzde,  but  they  uDiformly  injured  their 
own  cause ;  their  arguments  were  generally  drawn  from 
the  extravagancies  of  the  German  Anabaptists  \  to  thia 
the  Baptists  in  a  word  replied,  that  they  diicl^imed  ail  con- 
nexhn  with  the  ATiabapthtSt  and  felt  tbemelves  no  mere  re* 
sponsible  for  their  irreguiariti^t,  tban  the  Episcepaiians  eould 
feel  for  the  fooleries  of  tbe  Papists  ;  that  the  biblb  vms  the 
triterion  ;  by  that  they  were  willing  to  stand  or  fall.  Not 
unfrequently,  their  leading  men  would  attend  the  Bap- 
tist meetings,  and  would  enter  into  arguments  with  the 
preachers  :  they  innsted  that  their  church  was  the  old- 
est, and  consequently  the  best ;  that  their  ministers  were 
learned  men,  and  consequently  most  competent  to  inter- 
pret scripture  ;  that  the  better  sort  and  well-informed, 
adhered  to  them,  whilst  none,  or  scarcely  any  except  the 
lower  order,  followed  the  Baptists  ;  that  they  were  all 
in  peace  and  friendship  befure  the  coming  of  the  Bap- 
tists, but  now  their  houses  and  neighbourhoods  were 
filled  with  religious  disputes ;  that  the  Baptists  were 
false  prophets,  who  were  to  come  in  sheeps'  dothiog. 

To  these  arguments.  Waller  and  the  other  preat^ers, 
bcddly  and  readily  replied,  that  if  they  were  wolves  in 
sheeps'  clothing,  and  their  opponents  were  true  sheep, 
it  was  quite  unaccountable  that  they  were  persecuted, 
and  cast  into  prison ;  it  is  well  known  that  wolves 
would  destroy  sheep,  but  never,  until  then,  that  sheep 
would  prey  upon  wolves ;  that  their  coming  might,  in- 
deed, interrupt  their  peace  ;  but  certainly,  if  it  did,  it 
must  be  a  false  peace,  bordering  on  destruction  \  and  to 
rouse  them  from  this  lethargy,  was  like  waking  a  man 
whose  house  was  burning  over  him  ;  that  the  meets  of 
their  coming  was  similar  to  those  foretold  by  Christ,  as 
arising  from  the  propagation  of  his  word,  namely,  "  tltai 
there  ibould  be  five  in  one  bouse,  three  agaiiut  two,  and  two 
against  three  ■"  that  if  the  higher  ranks  in  society  did 
not  countenance  them,  it  was  no  more  than  what  befel 
their  Master,  and  his  inspired  i\postle8 ;  that  rich  men, 
in  every  generation,  with  some  few  exceptions,  were 
enemies  to  a  pure  gospel ;  but  that  God  had  declared, 
that  he  had  chosen  the  poor  of  this  world  to  be  rich  in 
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fiuth ;  that,  it  was  true,  most  of  tb«r  preachers  weM 
onlearDed,  yet  that  they  had  evidences  they  were  calU 
cd  to  the  mioistry  by  the  will  of  God  ;  that  this  was 
the  most  esscDtial  qualification  of  a  minister,  the  want 
of  which,  all  the  learning  of  all  the  schools  could  not 
supply. 

The  Baptist  preachers  would  often  retort  their  own 
inconsistencies  upon  them ;  that  while  they  professed 
to  be  Christians,  they  indulged  themselves  in  the  viola- 
tion of  most  of  the  Christian  precepts  ;  that  their  com- 
munion was  often  polluted,  by  the  admission  of  known 
drunkards,  gamesters,  swearers,  and  revellers ;  that  even 
their  clergy,  learned  as  they  were,  had  never  learned  the 
most  essential  doctrine  of  revelation,  the  indispensatde 
necessity  of  the  new  birth,  or  being  born  again  ;  that  their 
publick  discourses  were  nothing  more  than  moral  ad- 
dresses, such  as  a  pagan  philosopher,  unassisted  by  the 
Bible,  could  have  composed. 

Foiled  in  their  arguments,  and  galled  by  the  reproach- 
es cast  upon  them,  which,  doubtless,  were  often  done 
with  too  much  acrimony,  they  ag^n  resorted  to  the 
dvil  power.  In  August,  1772,  James  Greenwood  and 
William  Loveall  were  preaching,  not  hir  from  the  place 
where  Bruington  meeting-house  now  stands,  in  the 
county  of  King  and  Queen,  when  they  were  seized  by 
virtue  of  a  warrant,  and  immediately  conveyed  to  pris- 
on. After  the  first  day  and  night,  they  were  allowed 
the  bounds.  Having  continued  in  prison  sixteen  days, 
until  Court,  they  were  discharged,  upon  giving  bond 
merely  for  good  behaviour.  At  this  season  they  receiv- 
ed the  most  unbounded  kindness  from  Mr.  Harwood 
the  jailer,  and  his  lady.  They  preached  regularly  while 
in  prison,  and  to  much  purpf>se. 

On  March  t3th,  1774,  the  day  on  which  Piscataway 
church  was  constituted,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  appre- 
hend all  the  Baptist  preachers  that  were  at  meeting. 
Accordingly,  John  Waller,  John  Shackleford,  Robert 
Ware,  and  Ivisoa  Lewis,  were  taken  and  carried  before 
a  magistrate.  Ivison  Lewis  was  dismissed,  not  having 
preached  in  the  county  ;  the  other  four  were  sent  to 
prison.  It  appears  from  Waller's  journals,  that  while  in 
prison,  God  permitted  them  to  pass  through  divers  and 
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fiery  trials ;  their  minds,  for  a  season,  being  greatly  ha^ 
tftssed  by  the  enemy  of  souls.  They,  however,  from 
first  to  last  of  their  impri&ontiient,  preached  twice  a 
week,  gave  much  godly  advice  to  such  as  came  to  visit 
them,  read  a  great  deal,  and  prayed  almost  without 
ceasing.  In  their  stated  devotion,  morning,  noon,  and 
night,  they  were  often  joined  by  others.  They  contin- 
ued in  close  confinement  from  the  ISth  to  the  21st  of 
March,  which  was  Court  day ;  being  brought  to  trials 
they  were  required  to  give  bond  and  security  for  their 
good  behaviour  for  twelve  months,  or  go  back  to  pris- 
on. Ware  and  Shackleford  gave  bond,  and  went  home ; 
Waller,  being  always  doubtful  of  the  propriety  of  giving 
any  bond  whatever,  determined  to  go  back  to  jail. 

The  trials  of  this  man  of  God  were  now  greater  than 
ever.  Deserted  by  his  brethren,  scoffed  at,  persecuted 
by  his  enemies,  locked  up  with  a  set  of  drunken,  prai 
fane  wretches,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  commit 
himself  to  the  hands  of  his  God,  and  wut  his  deliver- 
ance. After  remaining  in  prison  fourteen  days,  he  gain- 
ed his  own  consent  to  p.t6  bond,  and  go  home. 

We  have  thus  stated  a  few  instances  of  the  sufferings 
t)f  God's  ministers  in  those  times  ;  time  and  space  woukt 
fail  to  enumerate  them  all.  They  used  to  preach  to  thd 
people  through  the  grates )  to  prevent  which,  some  ill- 
disposed  men  would  be  at  the  expense  of  erecting  ft 
high  wall  round  the  prison  ;  others  would  employ  half- 
drunken  strolls  to  beat  a  drum  round  the  prisoi),  to  pre- 
vent the  people  from  hearing.  Sometimes  matches  and 
pepper-pods  wei%  burnt  at  the  prison  door,  and  many 
such  afflictions  the  dear  disciples  went  through.  About 
thirty  preachers  were  honoured  with  a  dungeon,  and  a 
few  otners  beside.  Some  of  them  were  imprisoned  afl 
ofren  as  four  times,  besides  all  the  mobs  and  perils  they 
went  through.  The  dragon  roared  with  hideous  pealsj 
but  was  not  red—<\M  beast  appeared  formidable,  but 
was  not  tcarlet-cohured.  Virginia  soil  has  never  .been 
-stained  with  vital  blood  for  conscience  viks.—^Lelarurt 
Virginia  Chronidet 

From  the  be^nning,  the  Baptists  were  unremittinjg 
in  their  exertions  to  obtun  liberty  df  conscience  ;  they 
contended  that  they  could  tlot  be  imprisoned  by  My 
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-existing  law ;  that  they- were  entitled  to  the  same  privi- 
leges that  were  enjoyed  by  the  dissenters  in  England  : 
their  judges,  however,  decided  otherwise ;  and  as  there 
was  no  regular  appeal*  the  propriety  of  that  dedsion  has 
not  been  legally  ascertained.  The  prevailing  opinion  ia 
the  present  day  is,  that  their  imprisonment  was  unlaw- 
fiiL  When  they  could  not  succeed  in  this  way,  they  re- 
.sorted  to  the  General  Court,  for  the  purpose  of  obtuning 
licensed  places  for  preaching,  &c.  agreeably  to  the  toler- 
ation law  in  England. 

On  ttiis  subject  Mr,  Edwards  has  the  following  obser- 
vations :  -  *'  Some,  who  have  allowed  the  sufferings  of 
the  Baptists  in  Virginia  to  be  of  the  nature  of  persecution, 
have  also  said,  **  that  they  may  blame  themselves  for 
them,  because  they  refused  to  put  themselves  under  the 
protection  of  the  Toleration  Act."  To  this  it  may  be  re- 
plied, that  the  spread  of  the  Baptists  in  Virginia  is  almost 
a  new  thing,  and  that  among  people,  who,  for  the  most 
part,  knew  little  of  law,  and  of  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  protestant  dissenters.  However,  it  is  not  true 
that  Baptists  have  either  refused  or  neglected  to  cbdm 
thnr  rights.  Some  have  obtained  licenses,  others  have 
been  refused  under  various  pretences ;  some  alleging 
that  the  Toleration  Act  was  not  in  force  in  Virginia,  be- 
cause it  is  of  later  date  than  their  charter,  and  was  never 
formally  adopted  bv  the  Legislature ;  others,  that  they 
never  would  adopt  it,  but  keep  it  out  of  the  province  as 
they  did  the  Stamp  Act ;  and  some,  that  it  was  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Assembly,  and  not  of  justices  of  inferior 
Courts,  to  grant  licenses.  By  these  means,  the  suits  of  the 
Baptists  were  deferred,  and  the  clergy,  magistrates,  and 
mobsj  in  many  places,  continued  to  treat  them  despite- 
fitlly.  At  last,  the  ^ptists  addressed  the  Assembly  for 
their  privileges  as  protestant  dissenters.  The  Assembly, 
instead  of  adopting  the  Toleration  Act  as  it  was  framed 
in  England,  drew  up  a  bill  something  like  it.  When 
this  made  its  appearance  in  the  publick  papers,  the  Bap- 
tists'saw  themselves  under  a  necessity  of  remonstrating 
against  it,  and  of  renewing  their  dum  to  peace  ana 
impunity,  in  consequence  of  the  Toleration  Act,  which> 
in  their  opinion,  is  co-extensive  with  the  establishment 
of  the  Church  of  En^and." 
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It  was  in  making  these  attempts^  that  they  were  so 
fortunate  as  to  interest  in  their  behalf  the  celebrated 
Patrick  HeniY »  being  always  the  friend  of  liberty,  he 
only  needed  to  be  informed  of  their  oppression ;  with- 
out hesitation^  he  stepped  forward  to  their  relief^  From 
that  time,  until  the  day  of  their  complete  emancipation 
from  the  shackles  of  tyranny,  the  Baptists  found,  in 
I^itrick  Henry,  an  unwavering  friend  j  after  some  diffi- 
culty they  obtained  their  ot^ect,  and  certain  places  were . 
licensed  accordingly.  But  to  a  people,  prompted  as  the 
Baptists  were,  with  unwearied  zeal  for  the  propagation 
of  the  gospel,  a  few  licensed  places  in  each  county  was 
but  a  smau  acquisition  -,  they  thirsted  for  the  liberty  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature. 

In  the  mean  time,  every  thing  tended  to  favour  their 
wishes  i  their  persecution,  so  far  from  impeding,  really 
promoted  their  cause ;  their  preachers  had  now  become 
numerous,  and  some  of  them  were  men  of  considerable 
talents.  Many  of  the  leading  men  favoured  them,  some 
from  one  motive,  and  some  from  another  ;  their  congre* 
gations  were  large,  and  when  any  of  their  men  of  talents 
preached,  they  were  crowded.  The  patient  manner  in 
which  they  suffered  persecution,  raised  their  reputation 
for  piety  and  goodness,  in  the  estimation  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  people.  Their  numbers  annually  increased' 
m  a  surprising  degree.  Every  month,  new  places  were 
found  by  the  preachers,  whereon  to  plant  the  Redeemer's 
standard.  In  these  places,  although  but  few  might  be- 
come Baptists,  yet  the  majority  would  be  ^vourable. 
Many,  who  had  expressed  great  hostility  to  them,  upon 
forming  a  more  close  acquaintance  with  them,  professed 
to  be  undeceived. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  first  Separate  Baptist 
Church,  north  of  James-river,  was  formed  in  1767,  and 
the  second  in  1769  ;  so  that,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year  1770,  there  were  but  two  Separate  churches  in 
all  Virginia,  north  of  James-river ;  and  we  may  add, 
there  were  not  more  than  about  four  on  the  south  side. 
In  1774,  by  referring  to  the  History  of  the  General  As- 
sociation, we  find,  that  there  were  thirty  on  the  south, 
and  twenty-four  on  the  north  side,  that  sent  letters,  &c.  to 
the  Association  ^  besides  a  probability  of  several  that  did 
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pot  associate.  By  which  it  appears,  that  about  fifty 
f:hurche3  were  gathered  in  about  four  years,  which  must 
be  considered  a  most  rapid  and  astonishing  increase. 
but  the  Baptist  ipterest  increased  in  a  much  greater  pro- 
portion. So  iavdurable  did  their  prospect?  appear,  that 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  i  77*,  they  began  to  en- 
tertain serious  hopes,  not  only  of  obtaining  liberty  of 
conscience,  but  pf  actually  overtuming  the  church  estab- 
Ushment,  from  whence  a^l  their  oppressions  had  arisen. 
Petitions  for  this  purpose  were  accordingly  drawn,  and 
circulated  with  great  industry.  Vast  numbers  readily 
and  eagerly  subscribed  to  them. 

The  great  success  and  rapid  increase  of  the  Baptists  in 
\^rginia,  must  be  ascribed  primarily  to  the  power  of 
pod  working  with  them  ;  yet  it  cannot  be  denied,  bult 
that  there  w^re  subordinate  and  cooperating  causes  \ 
one  (^  which,  and  the  main  one,  was  the  loose  and  im- 
moral deportment  of  the  established  clergy,  by  whicl^ 
the  peopK  were  left  almost  destitute  of  even  the  shadow 
of  true  religion.  It  is  true,  they  had  some  outward 
forms  of  worship,  but  the  essential  principles  of  Christi- 
anity were  not  only  not  understood  among  them,  but 
by  many  never  heard  of.  Some  of  the  cardinal  precepts 
of  morality  were  disregarded,  and  actions  plainly  for- 
bidden by  the  (Jew-Testament  were  often  proclaimed  by 
the  clergy,  harmless  and  innocent,  or  at  worst,  foibles  oi 
but  litde  account.  Having  no  discipline,  every  mail 
followed  the  bent  of  his  own  inclination.  '  It  was  not 
uncommon  for  rectors  of  parishes  to  be  men  of  the 
loosest  morals.  The  Baptist  preachers  were,  in  almost 
tvery  respect,  the  reverse  of  the  established  clergy; 
without'  learning,  without  patronage,  generally  very 
poor,  plain  in  their  dress,  unrefined  in  Oieir  manners, 
iwkward  in  their  address ;  all  of  which,  by  their  enter- 
prising zeal  and  unwearied  perseverance,  they  either 
turned  to  advantage,  or  prevented  their  ill  effects.  On 
the  other  hand,  most  of  the"  ministers  of  the  establisb- 
inent  were  men  of  classical  educations,  patronised  by 
men  in  power,  connected  with  great  famines,  supported 
by  competent  salaries,  and  put  into  office  by  the  strong 
Arm  of  dvU  po^er.  Thus  pampered  and  secure,  the 
Inen  of  this  order  were  r<dling  on  the  bed  of  luxury. 
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when  tbe  others  began  th«r  extraordinary  career. 
Their  learning,  riches,  power,  &c  seemed  only  to  hast- 
en tlwir  overthrow,  by  producing  an  unguarded  heed- 
IttBsness,  which  is  so  often  the  pr^ude  to  calamity  and 
downfall. 

We  are  not  to  understand,  that  this  important  ec- 
clesiastical revolution  was  effected  wholly  by  the  Bap. 
dsts ;  it  is  true,  they  were  the  most  active,  but  they  were 
joiped  by  other  dissenters  j  neither  was  the  whole  dis- 
senting interest  united,  at  that  time,  equal  to  the  accom* 
pibhment  of  si)ch  a  revolution ;  but  we  must  turn  our 
eyes  to  the  political  state  of  the  country,  to  find  adequate 
causes  for  such  a  change. 

The  British  yoke  had  now  galled  to  the  quick,  and 
the  Viipnians,  having  the  piost  tender  necks,  were  the 
first  to  manifest  uneasiness.  Republican  principles  had 
gained  much  ground,  and  were  fast  advancing  to  superi< 
prity  ;  the  leading  men  on  that  side,  viewed  the  estab- 
fished  clergy  and  tlie  established  religion  as  inseparable 
9[^ndages  of  Monarchy,  one  of  the  pillars  by  which  it 
was  sfipported.  The  dissenters,  at  least  the  Baptists* 
were  republicans  from  interest,  as  well  as  principle  ;  it 
was  known  that  their  interest  was  great  among  the  com- 
jaon  people  ;  and  the  common  people,  in  every  country, 
are,  more  or  less,  republicans.  To  resist  British  op* 
pressipns  effectually,  it  was  necessary  to  soothe  the  minds 
pf  the  people,  by  every  species  of  policy.  The  dissenters 
were  too  powerful  to  be  slighted,  and  too  watchful  tQ 
\>e  cheated  by  an  ineffectual  sacrifice.  There  had  been 
a  time,  when  they  would  have  been  satisfied  to  havq 
|wd  their  tithes,  if  they  co^ld  have  had  liberty  of  con- 
icience ;  but  now  the  crisis  was  such,  that  nothing  less 
than  a  total  overthrow  of  all  ecclesiastical  distinctions, 
would  satisfy  their  sanguine  hopes.  Having  started  the 
decaying  edificQ,  every  dissenter  put  to  his  shoulder,  tQ 
push  it  iQto  irretrievable  ruin.  The  revolutionary  party 
^und  that  the  sacrifice  must  be  made,  and  they  made  it. 

It  is  said,  however,  and  probably  not  without  truth, 
that  many  of  the  Episcopalians,  who  voted  for  abolishing 
the  establishment,  did  it  upon  an  expectation  that  it 
would  be  succeeded  by  a  general  assessment ;  and,  con- 
sidering that  most  of  tbe  men  of  wealth  were  on  that 

Cookie 


78      Laws  by  which  the  EstabtUhmera  arose  and  fell. 

side,  they  supposed  that  their  funds  would  be  lessened 
very  little.  Tliis,  it  appeared  in  the  sequel,  was  a  vain 
expectation.  The  people  having  once  shaken  off  the 
fetters,  would  not  again  permit  themselves  to  be  bound. 
Moreover,  the  war  now  rising  to  its  height,  they  were 
in  too  much  need  of  funds,  to  permit  any  of  their  re- 
sources to  be  devoted  to  any  other  purpose,  during  that 
period  J  and  we  shall  see,  that  when  it  was  attempted,  a 
few-  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  war,  the  people  set 
their  faces  against  it. 

Having  thus  mentioned  the  establishment,  it  will  be 
proper  to  treat  more  fully  respecting  the  origin  and  na- 
ture of  those  laws,  by  which  it  arose  and  fell. 

The  first  settlers  of  Virginia  being  chiefly  emigrants 
from  England,  brought  with  them  all  that  religious  in- 
tolerance which  had'so  long  prevailed  in  the  mother 
country.  Thus  we  see,  that  the  first  care  of  the  early 
Legislatures,  was  to  provide  for  the  Church  of  England, 
as  established  by  the  act  of  Parliament.  By  the  first  act 
of  1623,  it  is  provided,  that  in  every  plantation  or  set- 
tlement, there  shall  be  a  house  or  room  set  apart  for  the 
worship  of  God.  But  it  soon  appears  that  this  worship 
was  only  to  be  according  to  the  canons  of  the  Church  of 
England,  to  which  a  stnct  uniformity  was  enjoined.  A 
person  absenting  himself  from  divine  service  on  a  Sun- 
day, without  a  reasonable  excuse,  forfeited  a  pound  of 
tobacco ;  and  he  that  absented  himself  a  month,  forfeited 
fifty  pounds.  Any  minister,  who  was  absent  from  his 
church  above  two  months  in  a  year,  forfeited  half  his 
salary ;  and  he  who  absented  himself  four  months,  for- 
feited the  whole.  Whoever  disparaged  a  minister, 
whereby  the  minds  of  the  parishioners  might  be  aliena- 
ted, was  compelled  to  pay  five  hundred  pounds  of  to- 
bacco, and  ask  the  minister's  pardon  publickly  in  the 
congregation, '  No  man  was  permitted  to  dispose  of  any 
of  his  tobacco,  tilt  the  minister  was  satisfied,  under  the 
penalty  of  forfeiting  double  his  part  of  the  minister's 
salary. 

The  first  allowance  made  to  the  ministers  was  ten 
pounds  of  tobacco  and  a  bushel  of  corn  for  each  titheable ; 
and  every  labouring  person,  of  what  quality  or  condition 
soever,  was  bound  to  contribute.  In  the  year  1631, 
the  A^embly  granted  to  the  minister^,  besides  the  iotm- 
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er  allowance  of  ten  pounds  of  tobacco  and  a  bushel  of 
corn,  the  tft'entleth  calf,  the  twentieth  Hd,  and  the 
twentieth  pig.  This  was  the  first  introduction  of  tythes, 
properly  so  called,  in  Virginia.  But  it  did  not  continue 
long,  for  the  law  was  repealed  in  1 633. 

To  preserve  the  "  purity  of  doctrine,  and  unity  of  the 
church,"  it  was  enacted  in  1643,  that  all  miDisters 
should  be  conformable  to  the  orders  and  constitutions 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  that  no  others  be  per- 
mitted to  teach  or  preach  publickly  or  privately.  It 
was  further  provided,  that  the  Governor  and  Council 
should  take  care,  that  all  non-conformists  departed  the 
colony  with  all  conveniency. 

The  statute  of  England  of  the  3d  of  James  I.  :^^nst 
popish  recusants,  was  also  adopted  in  Virginia,  in  the 
year  1 643,  This  statute  declared,  that  no  popish  recu- 
sant should  exercise  the  office  of  secret  counsellor,  regis- 
ter, commissioner,  (a  term  then  used  for  justices  of  the 
peace)  surveyor,  or  sheriff,  or  any  other  pubhck  office. 
Nor  should  any  person  be  adnaitted  into  any  of  those 
offices,  before  he  had  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
supremacy.  The  same  act  of  Assembly,  by  which  the 
statute  or  3d  James  I.  uras  adopted,  further  declared, 
that  if  any  person  should  assume  the  exercise  of  any  of 
those  offices,  and  refuse  to  take  the  said  oaths,  he  should 
be  dismissed,  and  moreover  forfeit  one  thousand  pounds 
of  tobacco.  No  popish  priest  thereafter  arriving  in  the 
colony,  was  permitted  to  remain  more  than  five  days,  if 
wind  and  weather  permitted  his  departure. 

During  the  existence  of  the  commonwealth  of  En- 
gland, the  church  government  of  Virginia  experienced 
an  important  change.  Instead  of  enjoining  obedience  to 
the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Church  of  England,  no 
'  injunction  in  favour  of  any  particular  sect  appears.  Ev- 
ery thing  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  church,  was  left  at 
the  entire  disposal  of  the  vestry,  who  being  elected  by 
the  people,  it  may,  in  effect,  be  said  that  the  people  reg- 
ulated their  own  church  government. 

The  Quakers  were  now  flying  from  persecution  in 
England.  They  cast  their  eyes  on  these  new  countries, 
as  asylums  of  civil  and  religious  freedom ;  but  they  soon 
£3und  them  free  only  for  lie  reigning  sect.    When  they 
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first  made  their  appearance  in  Virginia,  the  utmost  de- 
gree of  persecution  was  exercised  towards  them.  Sev- 
eral acts  of  the  Virginia  Assembly  of  1659,  1662,  and 
1663,  had  made  it  penal  in  their  parents  to  refuse  to 
have  their  children  baptized  ;  had  prohibited  the  unlaw- 
ful assembling  of  the  Quakers ;  had  made  it  penal  for 
any  master  or  a  vessel  to  bring  a  Quaker  into  the  State  j 
had  ordered  those  already  here,  and  such  as  should  come 
hereafter,  to  be  imprisoned  till  they  should  abjure  the 
country;  provided  a  milder  punishment  for  their  first 
and  second  return,  but  death  for  the  third  ;  had  inhibit- 
ed all  persons  from  suffering  their  meetings  in  or  near 
their  houses,  entertaining  them  individually,  or  disposing 
of  books  which  supported  their  tenets.  If  no  capital  exe- 
cution took  place  here,  as  did  in  New-England,  it  was 
not  owing  to  the  moderation  of  the  church,  or  spirit  of 
the  Legislature,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the  law  itself  j 
but  to  historiod  circumstances,  which  have  not  beea 
handed  down  to  us. 

This  severe  law  agunst  the  Quakers  passed  during 
the  commonwealth,  when  the  people  were  unrestnuned 
in  matters  of  religion  ;  but  it  happened  in  this  case,  as 
it  generally  has,  where  the  civil  power  undertakes  to  in* 
terfere  at  all,  that  the  ruling  party  in  the  State  will  tole- 
rate no  religion  in  the  cburcht  but  their  own. 

A  levy  of  fifteen  pounds  of  tobacco  per  poll,  vras  laid 
in  the  year  1G55,  upon  all  titheables ;  the  surplus  of 
which,  mer  paying  the  minister's  salary,  was  to  be  laid 
out  in  purchasing  a  glebe  and  stock  for  the  minister. 
This  law  was  re-enacted  in  the  revisal  of  1657.  After 
the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  vhich  happened  on  the 
S9th  of  May,  1660,  a  temporary  provision  was  again 
made  for  the  established  church. 

In  the  year  166 1,  the  supremacy  of  the  Church  of 
England  was  again  fiilly  established.  The  first  nine  acts 
of  the  session,  neld  in  March,  1661 — 2,  are  devoted  to 
that  subject.  A  church  was  to  be  built  in  each  parish, 
and  vestries  appointed.  Glebes  were  directed  to  be  pro- 
cured for  the  ministers,  and  convenient  houses  built 
thereon  ;  in  addition  to  which,  their  salaries  were  fixed 
at  80l.  per  annum,  at  least,  besides  their  perquiutes.  No 
minister  was  permitted  to  preach,  unless  he  had  received 
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ordination  horn  some  Inshop  in  England.  If  any  per- 
son, without  such  ordination,  attempted  to  preach  pub- 
lickly  or  privately,  the  Governor  and  Council  might 
suspend  and  silence  him }  and»  if  be  persisted,  they  were 
empowered  to  send  him  out  of  the  country.  In  those 
parishes, where  there  was  not  a  minister  to  oMciate  every 
Sunday,  a  reader  was  to  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  read  divine  service  every  intervening  Sunday.  The 
Liturgy,  according  to  the  canons  of  the  church  of  En- 
gland, was  to  be  read  every  Sunday  by  the  minister  or 
reader  ;  and  the  administration  of  the  sacraments  was 
to  be  duly  observed.  No  other  catechism  than  that  in- 
serted in  the  book  of  common  prayer  could  be  taught 
by  the  minister ;  nor  could  a  reader  attempt  to  expound 
that  or  the  Scriptures.  Ministers  were  compelled  to 
preach  every  Sunday ;  one  Sunday  in  a  month  at  the 
chapel,  if  any,  and  the  others  at  the  parish  church,  and 
twice  a  year  he  was  compelled  to  administer  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Every  person  was  compell-  ' 
ed  to  go  to  church  every  Sunday,  under  the  penalty  of 
fifty  pounds  of  tobacco.  But  Quakers  and-non-confbrm- 
ists  were  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the  statute  of  23d  Eliz- 
abeth,which  was  2(^.  sterling  for  every  month's  absence* 
and,  moreover,  for  twdve  month's  absence,  to  nve 
security  for  their  good  behaviour.  Quakers  were  nir- 
ther  liable  to  a  fine  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco, 
for  each  one  found  at  one  of  their  meetings  ;  and  in  case 
of  the  insolvency  of  any  one  of  them,  those  who  were 
able  were  to  pay  for  the  insolvents.* 

Various  other  laws  passed  between  the  above  period 
and  the  commencement  of  the  American  revolution,  by 
which  the  Episcopal  establishment  was  protected.  The 
salary  of  the  ministers  was  first  settled  at  sixteen  thou- 
sand pounds  of  tobacco  in  the  year  1696,  to  be  levied  by 
the  vestry  on  the  titheables  of  their  parish,  and  so  con- 
tinned  to  the  revolution.  Any  minister  admitted  into 
a  parish,  was  entitled  to  all  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
rights  thereof,  and  might  maintain  an  action  against 
any  person  who  attempted  to  disturb  him  in  his  posses- 

■  See  Hoiikk'i  statutes  u  larte.  ivL  L  and  li  for  tbe  abov*  Uim,  m 
quoted  by  Mr.SempIe. 
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sion.  llic  same  acts  provided  for  the  purchase  of  glebes 
for  the  ministers. 

Though  the  Toleration  Law  is  not  believed  to  have 
been  itrictiy  obligatory  in  Virginia,  yet,  as  was  frequently 
the  case  at  that  period,  it  was  acted  under  in  many  in- 
stances. That  it  was  douhtfiil  whether  acts  of  partis 
ment  respecting  religion  were  in  force  in  Virginia,  ap- 
pears by  the  act  of  October,  1776,  chapter  ad,  section 
1st.  Even  this  act  of  tt^eration  is  a  most  flagrant  vio- 
.lation  of  religious  freedom. 

At  the  October  session,  1 776,  the  first  law  was  passed 
suspending  the  payment  of  the  salaries  formerly  allowed 
to  the  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England.  The  pre- 
amble of  this  act  is  worthy  of  consideration,  and  was, 
probably,  drawn  by  Mr.  Jenerson,  who  was  then  a  mem- 
ber. A  number  of  memorials  from  difierent  religious 
societies,  dissenters  irom  the  Church  of  England,  were 
presented  to  this  AssemUy,  praying  to  be  exempted 
from  parochial  dues  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  63r 
the  abolition  of  the  established  church.  In  oppotdticm 
to  these,  there  was  a  memorial  from  the  clergymen  ctf 
the  Church  of  England,  {inlying  that  the  estaUishment 
might  be  continued. 

These  memorials  formed  the  ba^  of  the  act  of  that 
session  above  mentioned.  This  act,  *'  for  exemptii^  the 
different  societies  of  dissenters  from  contributing  to  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  the  church,  as  by  law  es- 
tabhshed,  and  its  ministers,"  was  preceded  by  a  set  of 
resolutions,  recognizing  the  same  principles  wmch  were 
afterwards  engr&ed  into  the  act  itself.  It  does  not 
appear  by  what  majority  this  act  passed,  as  the  ayes  and 
noes  were  not  taken  on  it.  At  the  May  sesnon,  1777, 
the  payment  of  the  salaries,  allowed  to  the  clergy  of  the 
Cbm-ch  of  England,  was  further  suspended ;  and  at  the 
October  session,  1779,  so  much  of  every  act  as  related 
to  the  salaries  formerly  given  to  the  clergy  of  the  Church 
of  England,  was  repealed. 

The  question^  as  to  the  propriety  of  a  general  assess- 
ment, had  long  been  much  agitated,  and  a  great  variety 
c^  opinions  existed  respecting  it.  By  the  5th  section  of 
the  act  of  October,  1776,  which  first  suspended  the  pay- 
ment of  the  salaries  allowed  to  the  deigy.  <£  the  Churot 
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of  EDf^Dd,  this  question  as  to  a  general  assessment  !s 
expre^y  left  undecided. 

In  1784,  the  subject  of  a  general  assessment  was  ag^un 
revived.  A  bill,  wlitch  had  for  its  object  the  compeQin? 
of  every  person  to  contribute  to  some  religious  teacher, 
was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Delegates,  under  the 
title  of  **  A  bill,  establishing  provisipn  for  the  teachers 
of  the  Christian  religion  ;"  but  on  its  third  reading,  it 
was  postponed  till  the  fourth  Thursday  of  November 
then  next ;  ayes  45,  noes  38.  TTie  following  resolution 
was  immediately  afterwards  adopted  :  **  Resolved,  that  ' 
the  engrossed  biU,  estabUshing  a  provinon  for  the  teacfa< 
ers  of  the  Christian  religion,  tc^ether  with  the  names  of 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question  of  postponing  the  tbi^d 
reading  of  the  said  bill  to  the  fourth  Thursday  in  No- 
vember next,  be  published  in  hand-bills,  and  twelve 
copies  thereof  delivered  to  each  member  of  the  General 
Assembly,  to  be  distributed  in  their  respective  counties; 
and  that  the  people  thereof  be  requested  to  ugnify  their 
opinion  respecting  the  adoption  of  such  a  bill  to  th? 
next  session  of  Assembly.-' 

The  above  resolution  drew  forth  a  number  of  able 
and  animated  memorials  irom  religious  societies  of  dif- 
ferent denominations,  against  the  general  assessment. 

The  General  Committee  of  the  Virginia  Baptists  toc^ 
a  decided  stand  against  this  bill,  and  at  their  annual  ses- 
sion  in  1785,  thus  expressed  their'  sentiments :  Re- 
solved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  those  counties, 
which  have  not  yet  prepared  petitions  to  be  presented 
to  the  General  Assembly,  agunst  the  engrossed  bill  for 
a  general  ^sessment  for  the  support  of  the  teachers  of 
the  Christian  religion,  to  proceed  thereon  as  soon  as 
possible :  Iliat  it  is  believed  to  be  repugnant  to  the 
spirit  of  the  gospel,  for  th*e  Legislature  thus  to  proceed 
in  matters  of  religion  i  That  nobumui  laws  ought  to  be 
established  for  this  purpose,  but  that  every  person  ought  - 
to  be  left  entirely  free,  in  respect  to  matters  of  religion : 
That  the  holy  Author  of  our  religion  needs  no  such  com- 
pulsive measures  for  the  promotion  of  his  cause  :  That 
the  gospel  wants  not  the  feeble  arm  of  man  for  its  sup- 
port :  That  it  has  made,  and  will  again,  throi^h  divine 
power,  make  its  way  against  all  opposition :  And  tfaat, 
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ihould  the  Leg^ture  assume  the  right  of  taxing  the 
people  for  the  support  of  the  gospel,  it  will  be  destructive 
to  religiqus  liberty :  Therefore^  this  Committee  agrees 
unaniaiously,  that  it  will  be  espedient  to  a{n}oint  a  del- 
egate to  wait  OD  the  General  Assembly,  with  a  remon- 
strance and  petition  against  such  assessment." 

Accordingly,  the  Rev.  Reuben  Ford  was  aj^inted, 
who  accomplished  the  object  of  his  appointment  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  brethren.  But  a.  paper  drawn  up  by 
Col.  James  Madison  (now  President  of  the  United  States) 
entitled  a  Memorial  and  Remonstrance,  was  the  most 
distinguished  instrument.  The  style  is  elegant  and  per- 
Sfncuous,  and  for  strength  of  reasoning  and  purity  of 
inindple,  it  has  seldom  been  equalled,  certainly  never 
surpassed,  by  any  thing  nn  the  subject  in  the  English  Ian* 
guage.     (See  Appendix.) 

The  sentiments  of  the  people  appearing  to  be  dedded- 
ly  a£^nst  a  general  assessment,  the  question  was  {pven 
up  Kirever. 

And  here  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  suppression 
of  the  bill  for  a  general  assessment  may,  in  a  considerable 
degree,  be  ascribed  to  the  opposition  made  to  it  by  the 
Baptists }  for  it  is  stated  by  tnose  who  were  conversant 
with  the  proceedings  of  those  times,  that  the  reference 
made  to  the  people,  after  the  bill  was  engrossed,  was 
done  with  a  dedgn  to  give  the  different  religious  socie- 
ties an  bpportunity  of  expressing  their  wishes.  The 
Baptists,  we  believe,  were  the  only  sect  who  plainly  re- 
monstrated- Of  some  others,  it  is  said,  that  the  luty 
and  ministry  were  at  variance  upon  the  subject,  so  as  to 
^ralyze  their  exertions,  either  for  or  against  the  biU. 
These  remarks,  by  the  bye,  apply  only  to  religious  socier 
ties,  acting  as  such.  Individuals  of  all  sects  and  parties 
joined  in  the  opposition.  ^  And  Presbyterians,  Baptists, 
Quakers,  Methodi&ts,  Deists,  and  the  covetous,  readily  and 
eagerly  signed  the  petitions  against  it."* 

At  the  same  session,  however,  (Oct.  1784)  in  which 
the  bill  providing  for  a  general  assessment  filled,  an  act 
passed  for  *'  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Cb^rch/'    This  bill  passed  the  House  of  pelegates  l^  a 
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small  majority  (»ily,  being,  ayes  47,  noes  98 ;  but  in 
1786  it  was  repealed.  By  the  repealing  law,  the  prop- 
erty beloonng  to  all  religious  societies  was  secured  to 
those  sodeties  respectively,  who  were  authorized  to  ap- 
pcunt,  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  rules  of  their 
sect,  trustees  for  the  maoa^ng  aud  applying  such  prop- 
erty to  the  religious  uses  of  the  society.  And  all  laws, 
which  prevented  any  religious  society  from  regulating  its 
own  dbdpline,  were  repealed. 

Under  the  old  ecclesiastical  establishment,  no  person 
could  celebrate  the  rites  of  matrimony  but  a  minister 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  according  to  the  cere- 
mony prescribed  io  the  book  of  common  prayer.  Cases, 
however,  frequently  occurred,  especially  during  the  war, 
where  the  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  by  others. 
This  gave  rise  to  an  act  of  October,  1 780,  which  declared 
all  former  marriages,  celebrated  by  dissenting  ministers, 
good  and  valid  m  law ;  and  authorized  the  county 
courts  to  license  dissenting  ministers  of  the  gospel,  not 
exceeding  four  to  each  sect,  to  celebrate  the  rites  of 
matrimony  within  their  counties  only.  The  General 
Committee  also  interested  themselves  in  these  proceed- 
ings, and  delegated  Messrs.  Reuben  Ford  and  John  Le- 
land  to  wait  on  the  Assembly  with  a  memorial  on  the 
subject. 

It  was  not  until  theyear  1784,  that  the  dissebters  were 
put  on  the  same  footing  as  all  other  persons,  with  re- 
Spect  to  celebrating  the  rites  of  matrimony.  By  this  act, 
the  marriage  ceremony  might  be  performed  by  any  min< 
ister  licensed  to  preach,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
sect  of  which  he  professed  to  be  a  member.  The  same 
act  has  been  incorporated  in  the  late  revisal  of  the  Vir- 
^nia  laws. 

It  appears  that  many  of  the  Baptist  preachers  among 
other  dissenters,  presuming  on  a  future  sanction  of  gov- 
ernment, had  ventured  to  marry  those  who  applied  to 
them.  For  a  set  of  preachers  to  proceed  to  solemnize 
the  rites  of  matrimony,  without  any  law  to  authorize 
them,  may,  at  first  view,  appear  to  be  a  heedless  and 
censurable  measure.  But  we  are  informed  that  they 
were  advised  to  it  by  their  friend  Patrick  Henry,  as  be- 
ing the  most  certain  method  <^  obtaining  the  law  which 
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they  had  in  view.  Their  attempts  succeeded.  But  it  is 
still  a  question  with  some,  wbrtber  this  was  mt  dmg  evil 
that  good  might  come. 

TheLegislature  of  1 798  repealed  all  laws  vesting  prop- 
erty in  the  hands  of  any  religious  sect,  by  wUch  the  Epis- 
copalians were  deprived  of  the  glebes,  &c.  by  which  all 
religious  sects  were  put  into  a  state  of  perfect  equality, 
as  it  respected  the  favours  of  govemment.* 


CHAP.  vm. 

HISTORY  OF  ASSOCIATIONS  IN  VIRGINIA. 

As  we  have  entered  largely  into  the  general  history 
of  the  Baptists  in  this  State,  we  must  be  the  more  brief 
and  comprehensive  in  that  of  the  Assodatioos  which  it 
contuns. 

In  the  year  1 772,  the  time  in  which  Moi^n  Edwards's 
MS.  history  of  Virginia  Baptists  closes,  there  were  but  * 
two  Assodations  in  the  State,  one  of  the  Regulars  and 
one  cS  the  Separates.  Tht  former  was  called  Stockton, 
and  contained  14  churches;  and  the  latter  Rapid-onn, 
or  the  General  Association  of  Separates,  and  contained 
19.  In  both  Associations  there  were  S3  churches,  32 
ord^ned  ministers,  and  3,603  members. 

In  the  year  \BQ%  according  to  Semple's  History, 
there  were  fifteen  Associations,  wholly  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  and  four  others,  of  which  a  part  of  the  church- 
es were  in  Virginia,  and  a  part  in  a  number  of  tb« 
adjacent  States;  and  in  all  these  Associations  there 
were  294  churches,  about  ISO  ordained  ministers,  who 
were  stationed  pastors  of  churches,  besides  a  large  num- 
ber who  were  not  settled  in  the  capadty  of  pastors,  an^ 
31,052  members  or  communicants  ;  which  maizes  the 
increase  of  Baptist  communicants  in  this  State,,  for  37 
years,  27,449,besides  many  thousands  who  have  removed, 
to  Kentucky  and  other  parts  of  the  western  country. 

Of  the  fifteen  Associations  which  are  wholly  in  Vir- 
ginia, six  lie  north  of  James-river,  viz.  Ketockton,  Cul< 

*  Most  t£  the  abore  histnry  of  the  laws  of  Virginia,  rcapcctiaK  rdigion,  was 
fjnushed  by  Wilbam  W.  Uenuing,  Esq.  • 
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pepper,  Albemarle,  Goshen,  Dover,  and  Accomack ;  six, 
aouth  of  James-river,  viz.  Portsmouth,  Middle  District, 
Meherrin,  Appomattox,  Roanoke,  and  Strawberry  ;  and 
three  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  viz.  New-river, 
Greenbrier,  and  Union.  Those  four,  a  part  of,  which  only 
lie  in  Virginia,  are  Mayo,  on  the  borders  of  Virgima,Nortb- 
Carolina,  and  Tennessee ;  Holston,  on  the  borders  oi 
Virginia  and  Tennessee ;  and  Redstone,  on  the  borders 
of  Vir^nia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio.  The  Redstone, 
Greenbrier,  and  Union  Associations  proceeded  in  part, 
and  the  last  of  them  indirectly,  from  the-Ketockton  As- 
sociation \  the  history  of  which  may  be  found  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  Regular  Baptists.  The  Accomack  Associa- 
tion was  formed  of  the  churches  which  were  dismissed 
for  the  purpose,  from  the  Salisbury  Association  in  Mary- 
land ;  the  Portsmouth  was  formed  by  the  division  of  the 
Kehukee  Association  of  NOTth-Carolina ;  and  the  remain- 
ing J  3  all  originated  from  the  Separates,  and  compre* 
hend  the  main  body  of  the  Baptists  in  Virginia. 

It  has  already  been  related  in  the  history  of  the  Gen- 
eral Association,  that  this  extensive  body,  from  motives 
of  convenience,  in  1783,  divided  into  four  district* 
Associations  ;  two  of  which  were  on  the  north  and  two 
on  the  south  ^de  of  James-river.  The  names  of  those 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  were  Dover  and  Orange ; 
those  on  the  south  ude,  were  called  Middle  District  and 
Roanoke. 

This  division  was  at  first,  however,  rather  nominal 
than  real ;  for  although  the  two  grand  divisions  acted 
in  distinct  capacities  from  the  year  178S,  yet  it  was  not 
until  the  year  1788  that  their  subdivision  was  complete- 
ly effected.  These  two  great  sections  appear  to  have 
met  together  once  a  year,  and  the  four  districts  besides 
had  one  session  in  a  year  by  themselves,  until  1788, 
when  the  lines  were  distinctly  drawn,  and  the  four  As- 
sociations formally  organized. 

The  Dover  Association  deserves  fint  to  be  mentioned, 
as  it  is  the  largest  body  of  Baptist  communicants  in 
America,  and  probably  in  any  part  of  the  world ;  al- 
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though  it  contuns  but  S7  churches^  and  but  94  ordained 
ministers,  who  are  pastors  of  churches.  This  Associa- 
tion, in  1 809,  contained  9628  member!,  many,  and  per- 
haps some  thousands  of  whom,  were  Africans.  The 
largest  church  in  this  body  is  called  Nominy,  in  the 
county  of  Westmoreland,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev. 
Henry  Tder,  and  contained  at  the  time  above  mentioned 
875  members. 

The  Orange  Association^  in  1791,  was  divided  into 
three,  which  were  called  Goshen,  Albemarle,  and  Cul- 
pepper, so  that  the  original  name  of  the  Association  was 
lost 

The  Middle  District  Association  experienced  a  similar 
diviuon,  except  that  it  retained  its  original  name  in  1 803, 
when  two  new  Associations  were  formed  from  it,  which 
were  named  Meherrin,  and  Appomattox. 

The  Roanoke  Association  was  divided  in  1791,  and  a 
new  Assodation  by  the  name  of  Dan  river  was  formed 
from  it.  But  thb  new  establishment  was  of  short 
duration ;  for  after  two  sessions,  it  declined  its  travel, 
and  was  re-united  to  its  mother  body.  But  in  1794,  a 
more  permanent  division  of  this  body  was  effected ;  and 
as  many  of  the  churches  wer^  in  North-Carolina,  they 
were  all  dismissed  to  form  a  new  Assodation,  which  was 
called  Flat-river,  whose  history  will  be  related,  when  we 
come  to  the  State  in  wluch  it  is  situated. 

The  Strawberry  Association  is  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  mountains,  near  the  southern  line  cf  the  State. 
It  was  formed  in  1 776,  seven  years  before  the  dissolution 
of  the  General  Association,  and  appears  to  have  been 
some  of  the  early  fruits  of  the  Separate  preachers,  who 
went  almost  every  where  throughout  the  State,  preach- 
ing the  gospel.  The  first  labourers  within  the  bounds 
oithis  Assodation  were  the  two  Murphies,  William  and 
Joseph,  Samuel  Harris,  and  Dutton  I^ane.  Several  preach- 
ers were  also  raised  up  soon  after  the  rise  of  the  Baptists 
in  these  parts,  the  most  distinguished  and  the  most  use- 
ful of  whom  was  Robert  Stockton,  who,  after  labouring 
a  £ew  years  mtfa  much  success  in  these  parts,  removed 
to  Kentucky,  and  is  now  one  of  the  the  prindpal  minis- 
ters in  the  Greeo^ver  Assodation,  in  that  State. 

In  1793,  the  Strawberry  Assodation  was  divided,  and 
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the  Blue  Rid({;e  became  the  dividing  line  \  the  churches, 
to  the  west  of  which,  united  under  the  name  of  the  New- 
river  Association.  This  appears  to  be  the  smallest  Asso- 
.  dation  in  Virginia. 

The  Association  was  divided  again  in  J  79S,  and  the 
Mayo  Association  was  taken  from  it,  which  is  composed 
of  churches  partly  in  Virginia,  and  partly  in  North- 
Carolina. 

The  history  of  the  Mountain  andHolsten  Associations 
will  be  given  under  the  heads  of  North-Carolina  and 
Tennessee,  and  that  of  the  Portsmouth  and  Accomack,  in 
treating  of  the  respective  Associations  from  which  they 
proceeded.  And  the  number  and  names  of  all  the 
churches  in  all  the  Associations  in  Virginia,  which  have 
been  described  or  mentioned,  and  also  the  names  of  their 
pastors,  the  years  in  which  they  were  constituted,  and 
the  counties  in  which  they  are  situated,  may  be  seen  in 
the  table  of  Associations. 


CHAP.  IX. 


General  Observations  en  the  Progrett  and  Circumstancei  of  the 
Virginia  Bapiiits,  from  the  Abolition  of  the  Establithed 
Chtu-cb  to  the  present  Time. 

Thk  war,  though  very  propitious  to  the  liberty  of  ths 
Baptists,  had  an  opposite  effect  upon  the  life  of  reli^oa 
among  them.  As  if  persecution  were  more  favourable 
to  vital  piety  than  unrestrained  liberty,  they  seem  to 
have  abated  in  their  zeal,  upon  being  unshackled  from 
their  manacles.  This  may  be  ascribed  to  several  causes. 
Both  preachers  and  people  were  so  much  engrossed  with 
anxious  thoughts  and  schemes  for  effecting  the  revolu< 
tion,  as  well  as  with  alternate  hopes  and  fears  for  the 
event,  it  was  not  probable  that  religion  should  not  lose 
some  portion  of  its  influence  upon  the  minds  of  profes* 
sors  thus  cogged.  The  downfal  of  Jeremiah  Walker, 
and  some  ottier  preachers  of  less  note,  tc^ther  with  the 
contentions  arising  from  Waller's  defection,  contributed 
not  a  little  towards  damjang  the  »al  of  the  Baptistb 
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Having  lost  some  of  their  champions  in  Israel,  they 
could  not  with  the  same  boldness  &ce  their  enemies.  Per- 
haps we  may  add,  tha?  many  did  not  rightly  estimate  the 
true  source  of  liberty,  nor  ascribe  its  attainment  to  the 
proper  arm.  In  consequence  of  which,  God  sent  them 
Uberty,  and  with  it  leanness  of  soul.  This  chill  to  their 
religious  afiections  might  have  subsided  with  the  war» 
en"  perh^  sooner,  if  there  had  not  been  subsequent  oc- 
currences, which  tended  to  keep  them  down.  The 
opening  a  free  trade  by  peace,  served  as  a  powerful  bait 
to  entrap  professors,  who  were  in  any  great  degree  in- 
cliued  to  the  pursuit  of  wealth.  And  nothing  is  more 
common,  than  for  the  increase  of  riches  to  produce  a  de- 
crease of  piety.  Kentucky  and  the  western  country  took 
offmMiy  of  the  preachers,  who  had  once  been  exceedingly 
successful  in  the  ministry.  From  whatever  cause,  cer* 
tun  it  is,  that  they  suffered  a  very  wintry  season.  With 
some  few  exceptions,  the  declension  was  general  through- 
out  the  Slate.  The  love  of  many  waxed  cold.  Some 
of  the  watchnKn  fell,  others  stumbled,  and  many  slum- 
bered at  their  posts.  Iniquity  greatly  abounded.  As- 
sociations were  but  thinly  attended,  and  the  business 
badly  conducted.  The  long  and  great  declension  in- 
duced many  to  fear  that  the  times  of  refreshing  would 
never  come,  but  that  God  had  wholly  forsaken  them. 

But  the  set  time  to  favour  Zion  at  length  arrived  ;  and 
as  the  declension  had  been  genera),  so  also  was  the  re- 
vival which  succeeded.  This  work,  which  was  very 
powerful  and  extensive,  begun  on  the  banks  of  Jamet- 
river,  in  1785,  and  thence  spread  like  fire  among  stub- 
ble in  different  flirections,  over  almost  the  whole  State ; 
and  as  it  continued  for  several  years,  there  were  very 
few  churches  whidi  were  not  visited  with  its  salutary 
influence. 

During  the  [Ht)gre8S  of  this  revival,  scenes  were  ex- 
hibited, somewhat  extraordinary.  It  vras  not  unusual 
to  have  a  large  proportion  of  the  congr^ation  prostrate 
on  the  floor,  and  in  some  instances  they  lost  the  use  of 
their  limbs.  No  distinct  articulation  could  be  hear^ 
unless  from  those  immediately  by.  Screams,  groan*, 
shouts  and  hosannas,  notes  of  grief  and  joy,  all  at  the 
same  time,  were  not  unfrequently  heard  throughout  their 
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vast  assemblies.  At  Assodattons  and  great  meetings, 
where  there  were  several  ministers,  many  of  them  would 
exercise  their  g^fts  at  the  same  time,  in  difierent  parts 
of  the  congregation  ;  some  in  exhortation,  some  in  pray- 
ing for  the  distressed,  and  some  in  argument  with  op- 
posers.  At  first,  many  of  the  preachers  disapproved  of 
these  exercises,  as  being  enthusiastick  and  extravagant. 
Others  &nned  them  as  $re  from  heaven.  It  is  not  un* 
worthy  of  notice,  that  in  those  congregations,  whero 
preachers  encouraged  them  to  much  extent,  the  work 
.was  more  extensive,  and  greater  numbers  were  added. 
It  must  also  be  admitted,  that  in  many  of  those  congre- 
gationsj-no  little  confusion  and  disorder  arose,  after  the 
revival  had  subsided.  Some  have  accounted  for  this 
by  an  dd  maxim  \  Where  much  good  is  done,  much  evil  will 
alto  be  done  )  where  God  tows  many  goad  seeds^  the  ejiemy 
will  sow  many  tftres.  But  certain  it  is,  that  many  min- 
isters, who  laboured  earnestly  to  get  Christians  into  their 
churches,  were  afterwards  much  peri^exed  to  get  hypo< 
critesout. 

It  has  been  already  sud,  that  this  revival  commenced 
in  the  year  1785.  It  continued  spreading,  until  about 
1791  or  1798'  Thousands  were  converted  and  baptized, 
besides  many  who  joined  the  Methodists  and  Presbyte- 
rians. The  Episcopalians,  although  much  dejected  by 
the  loss  of  the  establishment,  had,  nevertheless,  continued 
their  publick  worship,  and  were  attended  by  respectable 
congregations.  But  after  tliis  revival,  their  society  fell 
fast  into  dissolution.  This  revival  among  the  Baptists 
did  not  produce  so  many  young  preachers,  as  might 
have  been  expected.  Mr.  Leland,  in  his  Virginia  Chron- 
ide,  from  which  many  of  the  foregoing  remarks  have 
been  taken,  makes  the  following  observation  : 

**  In  the  late  great  additions  that  have  been  made  to 
the  churches,  there  are  but  few,  who  have  engaged  in 
the  ministry.  Whether  it  is  because  the  old  preachers 
stand  in  their  way ;  or,  whether  it  is  because  the  people 
do  not  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  thrust  out  la- 
bourers ;  or,  whether  it  isnot  ratherajudgment  of  God 
upon  the  people,  for  neglecting  those  who  are  already  in 
the  work,  not  communicating  to  them  in  all  good  things, 
I  cannot  say." 
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From  this  revival,  great  changes  took  place  among  the 
Baptists,  some  for  the  better,  and  others  for  the  worse. 
Their  preachers  were  become  much  more  correct  in  their 
manner  of  preaching,  A  great  many  odd  tones,  disgust- 
ing  whoops,  and  awkward  gestures  were  disused.  In 
their  matter  also,  they  had  more  of  sound  sense  and 
strong  reasoning.  Their  zeal  was  less  mixed  with  en- 
thusiasm, and  their  piety  became  more  rational.  They 
were  much  more  numerous,  and  of  course,  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world  more  respectable.  Besides,  they  were"  join.. 
ed  by  persons  of  much  greater  weight  in  civil  soaety. 
Their  congregations  became  more  numerous  than  those 
of  any  other  Christian  sect ;  and  in  short,  they  might  be 
considered,  from  this  period,  as  taking  the  lead  in  nut- 
ters of  religion,  in  many  places  of  the  State.  This  could 
not  but  influence  their  manners  and  spirit  more  or  less. 
Accordingly,  a  great  deal  of  that  simplicity  and  plainnes*> 
that  rigid  scrupulosity  about  little  matters,  which  so  hap» 
pily  tends  to  keep  us  at  a  distance  from  greater  follies, 
was  laid  aside.  Their  mode  of  preaching  also  was  some- 
what changed.  At  their  first  entrance  into  the  State, 
though  not  very  scrupulous  as  to  their  method  and  lan- 
guage, yet  they  were  quite  correct  in  their  views  upon 
all  sul^ects  of  primary  importance.  No  preachers  ever 
dealt  out  to  their  hearers  the  nature  of  experimental  re- 
ligtOD  more  clearly  and  warmly.  -  But  after  they  had  ac- 
quired a  degree  of  respectability  in  the  view  of  the  world, 
they  departed  too  much  from  this  most  profitable  mode 
of  preaching,  and  began  to  harp  on  opinions  and  disputa- 
ble points.  To  dive  deep  into  mysterious  subjects,  and 
to  make  conjectures  respecting  unrevcaled  points,  looked 
more  wise,  and  excited  more  applause,  than  to  travel  on 
in  the  cAA  tr»ck.r  And  this  tampering  with  matters  be- 
yond their  reach,  to  the  neglect  of  plain  and  edify- 
ing subjects,  is  too  common  at  present,  with  many  of 
our  preachers  in  this  region,  as  we!!  as  elsewhere. 

About  this  time,  some  of  the  Virginia  preachers  were 
unhappily  inclined  to  the  Arminian  scheme,  and  great 
disputation  followed,  and  many,  in  opposing  their  er- 
rors, were  driven  to  the  borders,  if  not  within  the  lines, 
pf  Antinomianism.  And  in  the  midst  of  these  doctribal 
pontentions,  as  might  be  expected,  practical  piety  wa«. 
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in  many  plaees,  too  little  urged ;  and  this  evil  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  rdaxatioD  in  the  discipline  of  the  churches. 
But  the  savour  of  the  revival  still  pervaded  the  churches, 
and  prevented  the  general  prevalence  of  the  evils  which 
have  been  oientioned. 

Since  the  close  of  this  extraordinary  revival  to  the 
present  time,  which  is  about  20  years,  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  about  teu  thousand  Baptist  communicants  in 
Virginia ;  and  during  that  period,  it  is  supposed,  that 
from  iive  to  seven  thousand  of  the  community  have  emi- 
grated  to  Kentucky,  and  other  parts  of  the  western 
country. 

Although  many  of  the  churches  in  this  State  are  very 
large,  wealthy,  and  flourishing,  yet  but  few  of  them  af- 
ford their  pastors  a  competent  support,  and  but  few  of 
their  pastors  confine  their  labours  statedly  to  one  con- 
gregation. It  is  not  uncommon  for  a  preacher  here  to 
have  the  pastoral  care  of  two,  three,  and  sometimes  four 
churches,  at  the  same  time ;  to  which  he  preaches  and 
administers  the  Lord's  Supper  once  in  four  weeks ;  and 
we  are  sorry  to  have  it  to  say,  that  this  minister,  besides 
travelling  an  extensive  circuit,  to  administer  to  so  many 
flocks,  is  obliged  frequently,  and  indeed  more  generally, 
to  procure  a  conuderable  part  of  his  living  by  his  own 
exertions  and  care }  so  negligent  are  the  Virginia  Baptists 
in  the  business  of  supporting  their  preachers. 

But  if  a  preacher  here  does  not  exercise  the  pastoral 
care  of  but  one  church,  instead  of  preaching  every  Lord's 
day  in  one  place,  he  is  at  Uberty  to  travel  abroad,  to 
visit  other  churches ;  and  if  he  preaches  and  administers 
the  communion  statedly  to  his  6ock  once  a  month,  that 
is  all  he  or  the  people  of  his  charge  consider  him  bound 
to  do.  Some,  however,  do  preach  every  Lord's  day  to 
the  same  congregation ;  but  the  cases,  I  believe,  are  not 
frequent.  The  reader  must  not  suppose  that  the  preach- 
ers are  idle  the  intervening  sabbaths,  for  they  are  a  la- 
borious set  of  men,  travel  much,  and  preach  abundantly  ^ 
and  such  is  the  situation  of  their  churches,  that  this  ar- 
rangement is  not  so  objectionable  here,  as  it  would  be  in 
many  j^aces  elsewhere.  It  is  said,  that  this  economical 
method  of  supplying  many  churches  with  a  few  minis- 
ters, and  of  having  such  long  or  monthly  -wecks^  if  we  may 
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so  call  them,  origuiated  with  the  rise  of  the  B;4niBts  in 
the  country,  when  there  were  many  churcfaea  suddenly 
raised  up,  and  but  a  few  ministers  to  supply  them,  lliis 
same  custom  prevails  in  most  oi  the  churches  throuehont 
the  back  parts  of  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  and  2so  in 
Kentucky  and  the  western  country.  It  will,  theref6re, 
be  more  particularly  noticed,  and  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  it  stated,  in  the  chapter  of  general  obser- 
vations. 

The  Baptists  in  this  State  seem  to  have  had  but  Kttle 
ambition  in  the  erection  of  their  houses  for  worship,  as 
they  are  generally  of  a  very  litferior  kind ;  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly better  for  a  church  of  Christ,  to  worship  in  a  saaXL 
and  homely  house,  which  they  can  call  their  own,  than 
to  have  a  costly  edifice,  built  mostly  on  credit,  and  no- 
body knows  when  or  how  it  is  to  be  pand  for ;  or  even 
in  one,  the  expenses  of  which  have  been  mostly  defrayed 
by  people  of  the  world,  and  which  is  generally,  for  that 
reason,  under  their  management  and  control.  The  fi^ 
lists  here,  it  is  true,  are  many  of  them  poor ;  but  some 
are  rich  -y  and  one  would  think  by  their  appearance  at 
home,  that  there  are  enough  in  every  ciiurch  of  suffi- 
cient ability  to  erect  for  themselves  more  decent  and 
commodious  houses  of  worship,  than  those  small,  unsight- 
ly, and  inconvenient  things  in  which  they  now  assemble. 
"While  their  brethren  to  the  north  and  south  of  them, 
have  the  largest  and  most  flourishing  churches  in  many 
of  the  largest  cities  and  towns,  the  Virginia  Baptistsseera, 
for  the  most  part,  to  have  cautiously  avoided  all  popu- 
lous places  J  and  although  there  are  a  few  churciies  in 
some  of  the  principal  towns,  yet  they  do  not  generaUy 
appear  to  have  much  prosperity  or  reputation ;  :uid  one 
reason  for  this  may  be,  that  the  preachers  in  these 
churches  are,  instead  of  being  men  of  popular  and  com- 
manding talents,  with  very  tew  exceptions,  of  a  dii^ctly 
opposite  character. 

The  city  of  Richmond  is  remarkable  for  containing  a 
respectable  church,  of  between  5  and  600  members,  most 
of  whom  are  Uacks ;  for  having  a.  luat  and  commodious 
brick  meeting-house ;  and  also  for  being  aatedly  supplied 
by  the  labours  of  their  worthy  pastor.  Rev.  J.  Courtney, 
to  whom  they  grant  a  moderate  support.    Besides  Mr* 
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'  Courtney,  there  are,  in  tbe  dty  of  Richmond,  a  number  of 
Baptist  ministers,  who  preach  occastODally  in  tbe  dty  and 
in  the  country  around,  among  whom  is  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Griggs,  a  native  of  England,  vho  was  educated  in  tbe 
B^tist  Academy  at  Bristol,  and  was  one  of  the  Mission- 
aries Bent  out  by  the  Baptist.  Missionary  Sodety  in  En-. 
f^udf  to  tbe  colony  of  Sierra  Leone  in  Africa. 

There  has  been  a  B^ist  church  in  the  town  of  Nor- 
fdk  about  eight  years,  and  Baptist  members  much 
longer.  But  utey  have  been  cursed  with  an  almost  reg- 
ular succession  of  impostors  for  a  number  of  years  ;  some 
t)f  whom  have  had  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church,  and 
others  have  only  had  a  transient  reudence  amongst  them  j 
and  amongst  the  race  of  impostors,  by  whom  they  have 
been  harassed  and  degraded,  we  find  that  notorious  vag- 
abond and  deceiver,  Andrew  Harpending,  who  has  com- 
mitted in  most  of  the  United  States,  in  a  most  shameless 
manner,  many  shameful  aas  of  deception,  intemperance, 
and  undeannest. 

Th .'  Virginia  Baptists  have,  from  their  rise,  been  bless- 
ed, ^•qth  a  very  respectable  .number  of  distinguished 
preachers ;  men  of  8tr<»ig  natural  powers,  and  deep  ac- 
qu^ntance  with  divine  things ;  but  very  few  of  themj, 
however,  have  been  distinguished  for  hterary  acquire- 
ments. They  have  been  a  set  of  bold,  incessant,  and  suc- 
cessful itinerants,  rather  than  students  and  scholars.  The 
circumstances  of  their  churches  and  brethren,  throughout 
thdr  extensive  State,  have  always  been  such,  that  they 
have  doubtless  been  much  more  abundantly  useful  in  this 
mode  of  life,  than  they  could  have  been  in  the  retirement 
and  labour  of  the  dbset.  Rev.  Jeremiah  More,  who  is 
esteemed  one  of  their  greatest  divines,  in  1 795,  when  he 
was  49  years  old,  had  travelled  for  the  purpose  of  preach- 
ing, and  that  mostly  in  his  own  State,  distances  suffi> 
dent  to  reach  twice  round  the  earth  ! 

Though  there  are  but  a  few  of  their  preachers  who 
can  make  much  pretensions  to  learning,  yet  a  desire  for 
it  seems  to  be  prevailing ;  and  it  is  ht^ed  that  they  will' 
soon  adopt  some  more  effident  measures  ibr  its  pro- 
motion than  they  have  hitherto  done. 

The  Episcopalians,  who  once  governed  with  such  un- 
limited and  irresistible  sway,  in  the  ecdesiastical  affairs 
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of  Virginia,  luve  b«:oine  reduced  to  a  compan^vdy  few 
congregatioDS.  The  Presbyteriaos  are  omsiderably  nu- 
merous in  maDT  parts  of  the  State.  The  Methodists 
luTB,  within  a  few  years  past,  gained  much  ground  here, 
and,  in  scHne  places,  have  increased  at  the  expense  of  the 
Baptists,  and,  perhaps,  in  none  more  than  in  those  places 
where  they  have  taken  the  greatest  pains  to  prevent  them. 
This  is  peculiarly  the  case  in  a  number  of  the  churches 
in  the  Ketockton  Association,  many  of  whose  ministers 
value  themselves  in  defending  the  deep  uid  mysterious 
pcnnts  of  Calvinism,  and  in  satiri^g  ana  exploding  the 
errors  of  Wesley  and  his  disciples.  But  notwithstanding- 
all  their  exertioDB,  the  Methodists  still  prevail,  and  the 
unseasonableness  and  dogmatical  manner  in  which  they 
oppose  their  sentiments,  and  defend  their  own,  seems  to 
hasten  the  flight  of  those  who  are  inclined  towards  them. 
These  are  notorious  and  much  to  be  lamented  bets,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  those  preachers  who  are  implicated  in 
these  remarks,  will  profit  by  them  for  the  future. 


CHAP.  X. 

NORTH-CAROLINA. 

According  to  Morgan  Edwards's  account,^  there 
were  some  individual  Baptists  in  this  State  as  early  as 
1695 ;  but  it  appears  that  the  first  church  which  ever 
existed  within  fU  bounds,  was  gathered  by  one  Paul 
^mer,  about  the  year  17^7,  at  a  place  called  Perqui- 
mans, on  Chowkn-river,  towards  the  northeast  comer 

*  Mr.  EdwMjb  iotroduces  his  hishBT  of  tlie  Baptists  in  th^  State  (thea 
Provfatce)  in  Ae  Billowing  familiar  and  humourous  manner ;  "  Next  to  Vii^inia 
sauthwMvH  NcrttNCaroUna,  a  pc«r  and  unhappy  Province,  where  wperien 
makecan[da>it«c/ the  peofde,  and  thepeo^ottbelr  superiors;  which  com- 
plaints, if  just,  show  the  boch  politic  to  be  like  that  of  Israel  b  the  time  of 
Isuah,  "from  the  sole  cf  the  fint  ti>  the  crown  of  thr  head  without  any  soundnav, 
hut  wounds  and  tvuiaea  xoA  putrifying  sores."  'll-.ei«  compUinU  rtrx  to  hoa- 
tillties  at  Atmance-creek,  May  16,  \77\,  where  about  6000  appeared  in  arms 
«Qd  fotefat  each  other,  4000  Regulators  killing  three  Tryonians,  and  3000  Try- 
oniaot  lulling  twelve  Rq^Uators,  betides  tadnv  in  the  Ireei  an  incredible  num- 
ber (/balls,  which  the  huntcis  have  since  piclud  out,  and  ttierc^ith  bave  kill- 
ed motcdeer  and  turkies,than  the/ UUed  of  their  atagoniSs.  In  this  wretch- 
ed Province  have  been  some  Baptim  mat  the  letUement  in  1S95.  but  oo  wctc- 
t/cf  them  till  »bout  the  rftLr,"  kc 
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ef  the  State.  Mr.  Palm«r  k  said  tehavebeniaKitiveaf 
Maryland,  was  baptized  at  Welsh  tract,  in  Debware,  by 
Oven  Thomas,  the  pastor  of  ttie  ciuirch  in  that  place  ( 
was  ordained  in  Connecticut ;  was  some  time  id  New* 
fcrsey,  and  then  in  Maryland  ;  he  at  last  removed  ta 
Korth-Carolina}  where  he  gathered  the  church  above 
mentioned,  with  which  he  continued,  not,  however, 
^thout  some  difficulties,  until  Us  death.  He  appean 
Co  have  been  the  instrument  of  doing  some  good,  bac 
was  not  so  happy  as  to  leave  a  good  character  behind 
Mm.  Mr.  ,lohn  Comer,  of  Newport,  Rhode-IakiBd^ 
'  muntained  a  ccHTCspoodence  with  him  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  frequently  makes  mention  of  him  in  hti  M& 
journal,  hi  respectful  terms.* 

Not  long  after  Palmer  settled  in  North>CarolLoa,  one 
Joseph  Parker,t  who  was  probably  chis  of  his  disdpiea, 
began  to  preach  in  the  same  region  ;  and  though  FaJaa- 
cr  died  before,  yet  Parker  Kved  and  continued  his  min- 
istry on  the  old  plan,  till  after  the  formation  and  abo 
the  rraovation  oi  the  Kehukee  Assodation,  which  wiU 
soon  be  described. 

About  the  year  1744,  one  WilKam  Sojourner,  who  is 
Slid  to  have  been  a  most  excellent  man  and  useful  mini3> 
ter,  removed  with  many  of  his  brethren  from  Burley,  is 
Vira;inia,  and  settled  on  Kehukee  cr^k,  ia  the  county  of 
Hamas,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  mites  northwest 
of  Newbern,  and  the  same  year  planted  the  church  in 
that  place,  which  continues  to  the  present  day.  This, 
dureh  has  seen  prosperous  days,  and  has  been  a  mother 
to  many  othera,  the  number  and  names  of  which,  I  am 
set  aUe  to  give. 

Most  of  the  first  Baptists  in  North-Carolina  are  said 
to  have  emigrated  from  the  church  of  Burley,  in  Tlrgin- 
ta ;  but  by  the  labours  of  Falmo-,  Parkf  r,  and  Sojourner, 

■  1  found  one  of  Ur.  Palmer'a  Irtten  to  Mr.  Comer,  dated  1736.  ftmoig 
Mi*'  Backos's  papera,  which,  witii  Mr.  Conier*sJanrnal,  hare  hdpcd  me  to'ft 
nunibor  cf  due»and  anUes,  whkA  I  cmU  BK IM  dMrwben. 

t  r  find  in  Mr.  Cotner's  joarnfd,  metitSoo  made  of  me  of  Mn  P&lmei^  let- 
tMn,  whicb  was  aoodirn;  wUeh  Mated,  thu  Ac  clisrch  which  vuntk- 
md  Aerc  two  yean  before,  at  that  time  coasisud  at  lliir^-twD  roemben. 
This  letter  wa*  agncd  by  twdvc  brethren,  by  the  names  of  P&rten,  C«pe- 
landi,  BrWdeys,  Aritc,  Darker,  Welch,  Brana,  and  JmAul  Hen  w«tB 
three  Parkiu'a,  two  by  ths  naaw  of  Joha,  and  oot  ot'  Josapb,  wh(^waa  plntmUy 
the  mau  above  lefencd  to. 
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and  some  other  preachers,  vho  were  rused  up  in  the 
parts,  so  many  were  brought  to  embrace  their  sentiments, 
that  they,  by  about  the  year  l?5S,  had  increased  to  1^ 
churches.  These  churches  had  an  annual  interview,  or 
yearly  meeting,  in  which  they  inspected  and  regulated 
the  general  concerns  of  their  community.  These  people 
were  all  General  SafttiUy  and  those  of  them  who  emign* 
ted  from  England,  came  out  from  that  community  there. 
And  ahfaough  some  of  their  ministers  were  evangelical 
and  pure,  and  the  members  regular  and  devout ;  yet, 
on  the  whole,  it  appears  to  have  been  the  most  negligent 
and  the  least  spiritual  community  of  B^^itists,  which  has 
arisen  on  the  American  continent.  For  so  careless  and 
indefinite  were  they  in  their  requisitions,  that  many  of 
their  communicants  were  baptized  and  admitted  ii^to 
their  churches  \  and  even  some  of  their  ministers  were 
introduced  into  their  sacred  functions,  without  an  expe> 
rimental  acquaintance  with  the  gospel,  or  without  being 
required  to  possess  it.  It  does  not  appear  that'tfaey  ex- 
jtended  the  bounds  of  their  communion  to  any  but  those 
of  their  own  order ;  but  so  loose  and  inde&nite  were  thdr 
terms  in  other  respects,  that  all,  who  professed  a  general 
belief  in  the  truths  of  the  gospel,  submitted  to  baptisn^ 
and  religiously  demeaned  themselves,  were  admitted  to  it. 

In  this  situation,  this  cluster  of  churches  continued, 
until  more  orthodox  principles  were  introduced,  and  a 
spirit  of  reformation  began  to  prevail,  which  finally  leav- 
ened nearly  the  whole  body,  and  transformed  it  into  an 
Association  of  Calvinistick,  or  as  they  were  then  called. 
Regular  Baptists. 

The  hxx\u  and  errors  of  this  people  were  probably  e^> 
aggerated  by  some  of  their  zealous  reformers ;  but  view, 
ing  matters  In  their  most  favourable  light,  and  admitting 
as  many  of  their  preachers  and  brethren  as  we  can,to  have 
been  worthy  of  their  functions  and  profesnons;  yet  they, 
as  a  body,  were  deeply  involved  in  error,  and  needed 
much  the  renovation  which  we  are  about  to  describe. 

The  introduction  of  Calvinistick  sentiments  amongst 
them,  which  had  the  happy  effect  of  purifying  the  churdi- 
es,  took  place  about  the  year  1751,  and  was  caused  part* 
ly  by  the  preaching  of  Robert  Williams  of  the  Welch- 
neck,  in  South-Carolina }  partly  by  the  «mTersation  c^  a 
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taymin,*  commonly  called  the  Sl8y>maker,  whose  came 
was  William  Wallis  i  but  chiefly  by  the  labours  of  Jotm 
Gano,  who  visited  them  in  the  summer  of  1754,  and 
of  Benjamin  MiUer  and  Peter  P.  Vanborn,  who  went 
amongst  them  some  time  in  the  year  after.  Mr.  Gano 
was  sent  ont  by  the  Philadelphia  Association,  with  gene, 
rat  and  indefinite  iostructiona,  to  travel  in  the  southern 
States,  &c.  He,  on  his  return,  repesented  the  melan- 
choUy  condition  of  this  pet^le  to  the  Association,  who 
^)pomted  Messrs.  Miller  and  Vanhom  tor  the  special  . 
purpose  of  instructing  and  reforming  them.  Mr.  Gano 
appears  to  have  shaken  the  old  foundation,  and  begun  the 
preparation  of  the  materials  which  Messrs.  Miller  and 
VanhcHrn  organized  into  regular  churches.  His  visit  is 
thus  described  by  Mr.  Edwards :  **  On  his  arrival,  he  sent 
to  the  ministers,  requesting  an  interview  with  them, 
which  they  declined,  and  appunted  a  meeting  among 
themselves,  to  consult  what  to  do.  Mr.  Gano,  hearing  cf 
it,  went  to  their  meeting,  and  addressed  them  in  words 
to  this  e&ct,  <*  I  have  desired  a  visit  from  you,  which, 
as  a  brother  and  a  stranger,  I  had  a  right  to  expect  j 
but  as  ye  have  refused,  I  give  up  my  claim,  and  am  come 
to  pay  you  a  visit."  With  that,  he  ascended  into  the  puU 
jnt,  and  read  for  his  text  the  following  wwds,  ''  Jenu  / 
inow,  and  Paul  I  knno  ;  but  who  are  ye  ?"  This  text  he 
inanaged  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  some  afraid  of 
him,  and  others  ashamed  of  their  shyness.  Many  were 
convinced  of  errors,  touching  faith  and  converHon,  and 
submitted  to  examination.  One  minister  hearing  this, 
(who  stood  well  with  himself)  went  to  be  examined,  and 
intimated  to  his  people,  he  should  return  triumphant. 
Mr.  Gano  heard  him  out,  and  then  turned  to  his  com- 
panion and  said,  **  I  prof^,  brother,  this  will  not  do ; 
this  man  has  yet  the  needful  to  seek."  Upon  which,  the 
person  examined  hastened  home,  and  upon  being  asked, 
now  he  came  off  i  replied,  **  The  hoed  have  mercy,  upon 
you,  for  this  northern  minister  put  a  meae  ietel  upon  me !" 
Ry  the  labours  of  Mr.  Gano,  and  also  of  Messrs.  MiUer 
and  Vanhom,  a  great  work  was  effected  among  this  pech 

*  I  find  tbc  term  layman  used  hf  Mesara.  Edwards  ana  Semple,  and  have 
t)wnfimliHenedit;butmDttconf(M,IhaTeiio  fenowsbip  vitbit.^'rtwnQied 
nitB«h}dbgriBiiDatiic  MMc 
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pie,  whidi  oDDiisted  not  merely  in  die  taiportut  tmniMw 
of  reformiog  their  creed  and  puriiyiag  their  cfaurdwa, 
but  also  in  reviTii^  the  power  of  godUneas  amount 
fbe  eiTOoeoui  and  lukewarm  profesiort,  and  in    uie 
convicti<Hi  and  coaveruon  of  many  othert.    And  ig^lut 
was  left  unfiniihed  by  them,  was  undertaken  uid  carried 
on,  with  a  very  laudable  zeal,  by  the  ininietert  among 
themselves,  some  of  whom  were  cwiverted  b;    their 
Means,  and  most  of  wimm  caught,  in  a  good  degree,  tbeir 
spirit,  and  imitated  their  eKam^s.     Inaomucn,  tliat  bo- 
fore  the  year  t76J,  ail  the  ministers,  (apd  they  were  now 
considerably  numerous)  except  the  two  Parkers,  Joseph 
and  William,  and  a  Mr.  V^nfield,  and  all  the  churcbea, 
<xcq>tiDg  those  under  their  care,  winch  were  not  more 
Aan  two  or  three,  had  embraced  the  principles  of  tfao 
reformation.     The  reformed  churches  having  thus  pre- 
pared the  way,  in  the  year  1765,  by  a  previous  ftp|Kant> 
tneat,  ctmvened  at  Kehukee,  and  cvga^ieed  tbenis^v«s 
into  an  associated  body,  to  «4iich  they  gayethc  name  of 
the  Kehukee  Associ^on  ;  which,  as  SD«n  as  it  ma  fom* 
«d,was  admitted  to  the  fellowBhip  and  oorreBpOBdenoe  of 
the  ChartefitOB  Association,  with  which  some  of  the  on* 
stituetit  churches  had  united  after  tbeir    renovatka. 
Jonathan  Thomas,  fohn  Thomas,  John  Moore,  John  Bww 
ge.>(B,  WiDiam  Burgess,  Charles  Daniel,  WiUiain  Walker, 
lohn  Meglamre,  James  AUitngton,  TbOmas  Po^,  Bfl4 
Henry  Abbot,  were  the  principal,  if  not  all  the  muaiaten 
belonging  to  this  Association  at  the  time  of  its  cbuttt* 
tntion. 

About  this  time,  the  Separate  Baptists  had  become 
▼ery  numerous,  and  were  rapidly  increasing  In  the  np- 
per  regions  of  North-Caroiina,  and  the  adjoining  pans 
^  Virginia,  where  they  bad  established  a  flourisfail^ 
Association,  which  was  calkd  Sand-creek.  The  miiw 
Jsters  of  both  these  bodies,  in  their  evangelical  «XG«r- 
Sione,  were  brought  to  frequent  interviews  with  each 
other ;  and,  dthongh  they  difiered  in  some  little  matters, 
ytx.  they  united  their  aealous  labonrs  in  the  common 
cause  of  their  Master,  and  an  increasing  frilow^p  for 
each  other  produced  an  increasing  desire  to  be  more 
closely  united.  The  Kehukee  Association  made  the  first 
.^Vitfiqe^  towards  the  union,  and,  in  1778,  sent  two  of 
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that  «lders,  vix.  Meglamre  2nd  Thomas,  as  deputies  to 
the  Separate  Assocution,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
overtures  to  effect  it.  The  deputies  were  kindly  receiv- 
ed }  they  deUvercd  their  iiie5s^;e,  the  object  of  %^ich 
was  brieay  discussed.  The  Separate  Association,  in  re- 
turn, depvted  two  of  their  ministers,  viz,  Elijah  Crai^ 
and  Oavid  Thompson,  to  wait  on  the  Kehukee  i^ssoa- 
atioo,  respecting  the  union  which  they  had  proposed. 
The  embarrassroents  attending  tHe  union  seem  to  have 
lain  mostly  with  the  Sqiarates,  who  stated  the  following 
objections  against  their  brethren  of  the  Regular  order  : 
Ist.  That  they  were  not  sufficiently  strict  in  receiving 
churdt  members.  2d.  That  they  were  too  superflu- 
ous in  dress.  And,  3d.  That  their  principles  and  prac- 
tices were  at  variance  ;  for  although  they  believed  that 
faith  in  Christ  Jesus  was  essential  to  baptism,  yet  they 
retained  many  members  in  their  churches,  who,  akhough 
they  had  then  experienced  converting  ^race,  yet  ac- 
knowledged themselves  to  have  been  baptized  in  a  state 
of  unbelief,  by  the  careless  Arminian  preachers. 

This  la^  o^action  was  declared  to  hi  the  main  bar  to 
a  complete  union ;  and  it  was  the  more  effectual,  as  it 
bad  been  a  matter  of  considerable  embarrassment  to  a 
great  number  of  the  Kehukee  ministers,  who  had  many 
thou^ts  t3£  att«ni>tiag  a  reformation.  This  occurrence 
iumuhed  them  with  a  more  favourable  plea  to  make 
a  beg^nniag,  which  was  accordingly  done  in  the  year 
1774>.  At  which  time  the  Bertie  church,  under  the  pas* 
toral  care  of  Rev.  Lemuel  Burkitt,  held  a  conference  on 
the  suti^ect,  in  which  they  publickly  proclaimed,  that  they 
would  oommune  with  none,  who  confessed  they  were  b^ 
tized  before  conversion ;  alleging,  that  adult  persons  had 
no  better  claim  to  b^tism,  while  they  were  in  a  state  of 
impeutence  and  unbelief,  than  infants  had.  Mr.  Burkitt's 
'  church  was  followed  by  several  others.  But  when  tlie 
next  Astodation  met,  which  was  in  1775,  the  Reformers 
met  with  sever«  opposition.  The  ctnrectness  of  their 
proceedings  was  much  questioned,  and  much  dissension 
arose.  One  party  was  blamed  for  doing  too  much  ;  and 
the  other  for  not  d(Hng  enough.  As  they  could  not 
agree,  both  parties  claimed  the  right  of  being  called  the 
Association.     The  Reformers,  because  what  they  bad 
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done,  was  exicdy  congenial  to  the  oi^nd  phn  upoa 
which  the  Association  was  orcanized.  Tne  other  party, 
being  most  numerous,  insisted  that  a  majority  ought  to 
retain  the  power,  and  consequently  the  name  oJF  the 
Association.  They  moreover  argued,  that,  whateref 
might  be  their  principles,  it  was  well  known  at  the  time 
of  the  constitution  of  the  Association,  that  this  evil  ex- 
isted in  greater  force  jthan  it  did  at  that  time ;  seeing 
none  had  been  baptized  in  known  unbelief,  since  the 
constitution ;  that,  therefore,  it  was  virtually  agreed, 
that  such  as  were  then  iu  orderly  standing  might  retain 
their  memberbhip,  lest  more  mischief  should  ensue  by 
being  too  rigorous,  than  by  submitting  to  small  incon- 
veniences for  the  sake  of  peace ;  that  the  Association 
having  been  in  existence  for  eight  or  nine  years,  aU  t^ 
which  time  they  had  buffered  the  inconvenience,  it  vas 
now  rather  strange,  that  they  at  this  late  period  should 
attempt  a  revolution  so  likely  to  disturb  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  churches.  To  all  these  arguments  it 
was  answered,  that  to  them  it  was  a  matter  of  conscience, 
which  they  could  not  relinquish  without  wounding  theic 
own  souls.  As  neither  side  would  give  way,  things 
came  to  extremities.  £ach  party  organized  a  distinct 
Assodation.  The  Reformers  kept  possession  of  the 
meeting-house,  whilst  the  opposite  party  retired,  first 
to  the  woods,  and  on  the  second  day  procured  a  private 
hotise  in  the  neighbourhood.  All  attempts  at  recondlt 
iation  proved  ineffectual  during  this  session.  Each  party 
transacted  their  own  business,  of  which,  however,  very 
little  was  done.  These  party  broils  were  exceedingly  af- 
Acting  to  the  pious  on  both  sides.  It  would  appear 
from  the  arguments  on  the  old  side,  that  many  of  them 
did  not  deny  the  principles  c^this  reformation,  so  much 
as  the  necessity,  seeing  it  would  unavoidably  produce 
much  confusion,  and  u  let  alone,  the  evil  would  of  it- 
self, in  time,  vanish.  Those  who  had  undertaken  to  ^ 
feet  the  reformation,  persevered,  and  finally  accomplish- 
ed thdr  washes.* 

In  August,  1777,  they  held  their  first  undisputed  As- 
sociation, at  elder  Bell's  meeting,  house,  in  Sussex  coun* 

*  The  B^lar  Aocdatkn  dwindled, uidfininrcaiDe  toDOlihing;  putlf 
b]r  folfii^  in  with  the  Separates,  and  pu^  by  otber  caoKa. 
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ty,  Virginia.  They  fouad,  on  assembling*  that  their 
strength  had  very  much  increased.  Ten  churches  had 
sent  letters  and  delegates,  of  which  it  appeared  that 
six  were  Regulars,  or  the  old  side,  and  four  were  Sepa* 
rates ;  who,  finding  their  former  obstacles  removing, 
and  it  being  convenient,  were  incorporated  with  this  As- 
sociation. Of  these  ten  churches,  four  were  in  Virgin- 
ia, and  six  in  North>Carolina.  The  whole  number  of 
members  was  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety. 
They  agreed  now  upon  an  abstract  of  principles,  which 
was  afterwards  printed  and  published.  En  doctrine  and 
discipline  it  did  not  substantially  differ  from  the  confes- 
sion of  faith  generally  received  among  the  Baptists. 
They  agreed  to  hold  two  Associations  annually,  and  ap- 
pointed the  next  atBurkitt's  meeting-house, the  oextMay* 

The  Kehulcee  Association  continued  to  meet  regular- 
ly, and  to  increase  rapidly,  until  the  year  1790.  At 
th^r  October  sesdon  for  that  year,  it  was  found  that 
there  were  no  less  than  sixty-one  churches,  having  more 
than  five  thousand  members.  Several  ine£fectual  at- 
tempts, previous  to  this,  had  been  made  to  divide  it, 
and  the  number  of  churches  was  now  so  large,  that  i 
itivision  was  almost  indispensable.  They  accordin^y 
agreed  to  divide  by  the  State  line,  leaving  forty-two 
churches  in  North-Carolina,  and  nineteen  in  Virginia. 
The  Virginia  churches  met  by  their  delegates  for  the 
first  time.  May  179-1,  at  Portsmouth  ;  and  on  that  ac- 
count their  body  took  the  name  of  the  Virginia  Ports- 
mouth Asaodation.  Their  time  of  meeting  has  been, 
from  the  first,  on  the  fourth  Saturday  of  May,  annually. 
Their  business  bis  been  transacted  in  peace  and  pru- 
dence. The  number  of  churches  has  increased,  but 
not  so  rapidly  as  in  other  Associations.  While  elder 
Meglamre  lived,  and  attended  the  Associations,  he  gen- 
erally acted  as  moderator.  After  bia  death,  or  when  he 
was  absent,  the  duties  of  moderator  most  commonly  de- 
volved upon  Rev.  David  Barrow,  until  his  removal  to 
Kentucky.* 

.  Only  four  years  from  the  time  that  the  Portsmouth 
AssodatioD  was  taken  off,  viz.  in  the  year  1794,  this 

■  lluB  ftcconnt  <£  tbe  Kdiukee  Amdatian  has  besi  C^en  sLikM  veite- 
ftn  from  Scm^'l  HtatOfT  of  tht  Viizinia  Baptists. 
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mother  body  \aA  again  become  so  extendve,  that  anoth- 
er division  was  thought  expedient,  and  was  accordingly 
amicably  efiected ;  and  Tar-river  was  fixed  on  as  the  di- 
viding line.  All  the  churches  above  this  river,  and  be- 
tween it  and  the  State  of  Virginia,  remained  with  the 
old  establishment,  white  those  to  the  south  of  it  were 
dismissed  to  form  the  Neuse  Association, 

The  Kehukee  Association,  by  this  last  diyision,  was 
reduced  to  twenty-six  churches ;  horn  this  time  it  trav- 
elled on,  without  any  special  occurrence,  until  about 
1801,  when  it  began  to  enjoy  a  refreshing  season,  and 
for  a  few  years  following,  was  blessed  with  a  share  in 
that  remarkable  revival,  which  prevailed  most  power* 
folly  and  extennvely  through  North-Carolina  and  many 
other  States ;  so  that  in  the  course  of  two  years  from 
the  commencement  of  the  revival,  there  were  1500  per- 
sons baptized  in  the  churches  belon^ng  to  thb  Assoda- 
tion. 

Nbusb  AasOCIATION. 

It  has  already  been  related,  that  this  body  originated 
by  a  division  of  the  Kehukee  Association,  m  1 794.  it 
ccHiUined,  at  the  time  of  its  oiv;anization,  28  churches, 
which  were  situated  on  both  aides  of  the  Neuset-river, 
irom  which  circumstance  it  received  its  name  \  and 
they  extended  from  Tar-river  nearly  to  the  southern 
boundary  of  North-Carolina,  lliis  Assodation  com- 
prized a  number  of  the  oldest  churches  in  the  country, 
and  particularly  the  Tosniot  church,  in  Edgecombe  coun- 
ty, which  wu  gathered  by  the  General  Baptists,  in  the 
early  part  of  their  settlement  in  the  country ;  but  it  was 
reformed  and  constituted  on  the  Calvinistick  plan  in 
1758,  at  which  time  it  contained  three  very  worthy 
preadier*,  viz.  John  Thomas,  and  his  two  sons  Jona- 
than and  John.  Jonathan  is  sud  to  have  been  a  man  of 
consideraUe  eminence  in  his  day.  This  communitv 
was  mudt  refreshed  and  enlarged  by  that  glmriovs  revi- 
val which  prevailed  in  the  Kehukee  Assodatioa. 

Cam  Aa*.  A^mciatiom. 

This  Association  is  situated  towards  the  southeast  cor- 
Der  ttf  the  State.    It  took  its  name  from  the  river  on 
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vhose  esitern  branch  the  town  of  Wilmiogton  is  tntuap 
ted.  It  was  formed  in  1805,  of  churches  which  were 
dismissed  from  the  N,euse  Assodation. 

Raleiou  Association. 

This  body  takes  Its  name  from  the  town  which  is  now 
the  seat  of  government,  near  to  which  the  churches  are 
^tuated.  It  was  formed  in  1 805  of  only  four  churches, 
which  were  dismissed  from  the  Neuse  Assoctation."  It 
has  beeo  a  flourishing  little  body,  and  iti  1812  had  iD« 
creased  to  ten  churches  and  almost  a  thousand  members. 
There  has  lately  been  a  very  happy  revival  within  the 
bounds  of  this  Association.  In  1812,  Elder  Robert  T. 
Daniel,  one  of  their  ministers,  wrote  me,  that  upwards 
of  a  hundred  members  had  been  '  added  by  baptism  to 
the  church  which  he  serves,  in  a  little  more  than  a  year. 

Chpwam  Association. 

This  Association  receives  its  name  from  a  ri^er  whidb 
rises  in  Virginia  and  empties  into  the  Albemarle  sound. 
Xc  is  situated  on  the  northern  borders  of  the  state  and 
near  its  northeast  corner.  It  began  in  1806,  when  eigh- 
teen churches,  containing  upwards  of  eighteen  hundred 
members,  were  dismissed  from  the  Kehukee  Assodation^ 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  it.  lliese  churches  were  all 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Koanoke*river.  Several  hun- 
dreds have  been  added  to  the  Chowan  Assodation  since 
it  was  formed,  and  yet  it  is  not  now  so  large  as  it  was  at 
first.  The  reason  is,  that  multitudes  from  this  region 
htve  emigrated  to  the  western  and  more  southern  Sutes. 

Flat-Ritbr  Association. 

This  body  was  formed  by  a  division  of  the  Roanoke 
Association,  in  Virginia,  in  1794.  As  a  number  of 
churches  in  that  Aquation  were  skuated  in  North- 
Carolina,  they  were  all,  by  their  request,  dismissed  at 
the  time  above  mentioned,  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
the  one  whose  history  we  are  ngw  relatmg.    I  have  not 
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been  able  emft)|f  to  aicertni  of  bxm  namf  churdm  it 
WIS  at  £rst  compoted,  but  the  iniiidier  was  fHvb^y  tea 
or  twelve ;  nor  luve  I  learnt  any  thing  of  its  proceectiagat 
until  the  year  1806,  when  it  was  divided  by  a  line  run- 
ning north  and  south,  and  the  we::itern  division  o€ 
churches  united  in  forming  the 

CoCTNTRir-LlMB  ASSOCIATION* 

This  body  took  its  nvne  from  a  creek  on  which  the 
churches  are  situated,  which  runs  in  a  northern  direc- 
tion, and  empties  into  Dan-fiver,  near  the  line  between 
the  two  States  of  Virginia  and  North-Carolina. 

These  two  small  Asodations  lie  on  the  northern  side 
of  North-Carolina,  and  the  churches  in  the  Country- 
Xine  are  in  the  counties  c^  Rockingham,  Caswell,  Per- 
son, and  Orange. 

The  churches  in  these  Associations  originated  from  the 
Separate  Baptists,  and  some  of  the  oldest  of  them  were 
gathered  by  Samuel  Harris,  James  Read,.  Thomas  Mul- 
unB»  and  IXitton  Lane. 

Sandy-Creek  Association. 

An  account  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  Sandy- 
Creek  church  and  Association,  and  of  the  Baptist  cause 
in  this  part  of  North-Carolina,  up  to  the  year  1770,  has 
already  been  given  in  the  general  history  of  the  Sepa-, 
rate  Baptists,  under  the  Virginia  head. 

Shubad  Stearns  died  at  Sandy-Creek,  in  17T1,  in  the 
66th  year  c^  his  age.  The  Sandy-Creek  Association, 
notwithstanding  the  embarrassments  in  which  it  had  in* 
volved  itself,  by  interfering  too  much  in  the  concerns 
ftf  the  churches,  still  continued  to  hold  its  usual  anni- 
versary sessions. 

In  1772,  after  its  division,  which  is  related  in  the  gen- 
eral  history  of  the  Separates,  it  contained  the  nine  foK 
lowing  churches,  viz.  Sandy-Creek,  Little-River,  Sh^ 
low  Fords,  Slow-River,  New- River,  Southwest,  Gnssy- 
Credc,  Trent,  and  Lockwood's  Folly.  To  these  chnrch- 
es  appertained  ten  branches,  most  of  which  were,  in 
process  of  time,  (»^anized  into  district  churdies.    The 
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number  of  oiiiisters  at  this  time  was  twm^,  tadyucftm 
«f  whom  were  orduncd.  This  Amdation  beU  nxrr 
•endments  formerly,  and  it  also  holds  some  now,  which 
are  of  a  peculiar  nature,  and  which  do  not  prevail  among 
Aeir  bFethren  ekevhere.  Many  of  its  membert  wctk 
fiarmerly  thought  to  lean  conudo^Iy  towards  Uie.Ar- 
minian  system  ;  but  they  have  now  become  generally, 
aiid  aom^  of  them  Btrenuously  CaWinistick.  They  now 
hold  that  ministers  ought  not  to  be  ordained  until  they 
are  called  to  exercise  the  pastoral  office.  The  practice 
■  t^  ordaining  them  as  Evangelists,  which  by  the  JBaptists 
is  generally  adopted,  they  reject.  They  ibrmerly  held 
nine  Christian  rites,  viz.  baptiivt-t  the  hor^i  supper,  hue^ 
feasiSf  laying>^n'tf-batidst  washing  feet^  anointing  the  sick, 
rigbi  band  sf  fellawsbipy  kiss  tfebarity^  and  devotir^  children. 
They  also  held  to  ruling  elders,  eldi^sses,  deaconessesi 
and  weekly  communion. 

The  nature  and  design  of  all  the  above  enumerated 
rites  and  offices  will  be  easily  comprehended,  except  tha^ 
of  devoting  children.  This  rite  they  founded  on  the  cirt 
cumstance  of  parents  bringing  little  children  to  Christ, 
&c  It  was  thus  performed :  As  soon  as  arcumstances 
would  permit,  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  the  mother 
curled  it  to  meeting,  when  the  minister  either  took  it 
in  hb  arms,  or  laid  his  hands  on  it,  thanked  God  for  his 
mercy,  and  invoked  a  blessing  on  the  child,  at  which 
time  It  received  its  name.  This  rite,  which  was  by  many 
satirically  called  a  4ry  christening,"  prevailed  not  only  ia 
the  Sandy-Creek  Association,  but  m  many  parts  of  vlr« 
ginia. 

It  must  not  be  tmderstood,  that  aU  the  churches  in 
this  body,  were  strenuous,  or  even  uniform,  in  the  ob- 
servance of  this  long  list  of  rites,  all  of  which,  however, 
appear  to  be  suggested  by  the  Scriptures ;  nor  did  those 
who  maintained  the  whole  of  them,  refuse  communjoa 
with  their  brethren,  who  neglected  a  part ;  and  this  in- 
di&rence  in  some  has  been  succeeded  by  a^neral  neg- 
lect in  all,  so  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  nme  Christian 
rites,  and  e^}ecially  those  of  them  which  were  Of  a  pe- 
culiaf  nature,  together  with  the  offices  of  eldresses  and. 
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(kacontssei  bav«'  hXlen  into  disaie.  Bnt  the  arA* 
naace,  as  they  etteera  it,  of  layiDg-on-of-Iuiidi,  and  -tiia 
ofioe  of  rnfine  eklert  they  atlQ  muataia. 

Hub  Association  has  ako  akered  its  mode  as  to  t^ 
bwfoencY  of  admiaiBtmog  the  Lord's  Sppper,  and  hat 
adc^ed  that  vhidi  is  generally  pursued  by  otiier  Invtfa. 
Kb  ebewhere.' 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  when  the  great  body  (^  the 
Separate  Baptists  was  divided,  in  the  year  1770,  that  tho 
Sandy-Creek  Association  became  one  of  the  three  gnuid 
cfivisions;    bat  it  has  not  prospered  so  largely,  nor 
tvanched  out  to  extensively,  as  the  other  two.     Tlie 
oiriy  AsBodation  which  has  been  formed  from  it,  and 
that  bat  in  part,  was  the  Holston,  in  the  State  of  Ten. 
nessee.     But  it  has  been  the  nursery  of  many  worthy 
ministers  and  brethren,  who  have  emigrated  to  the 
western  country  and  more  southern  States;  aad  al- 
though it  has,  at  times,  been  reduced  alnoost  to  the  low- 
est ebb  of  religious  enjoyment,  yet  it  has,  at  otlier  times, 
been  blessed  with  the  outpourings  of  the  Divine  ^»it, 
and  the  joyful  enlargement  of  its  borders.    Two  very 
comfortable  and  extensive  revivals  had  been  experienced 
in  this  Association,  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Steams,  befote 
the  one  about  to  be  mentioned.    Bnt  by  deaths-  and  i». 
movals  it  was,  ?t  the  close  of  the  dgtiteenth  cetttsry,  in 
every  respect  much  reduced.    The  ministers  had  beoune 
few  in  number,  and  the   churches  small  and  languid  ; 
iniquity  greatly  abounded  in  the  land,  and  the  love  of 
many  had  waxen  ebld.    But  towards  the  ckMC  ^  ^ 
year  I80b,  that  astonishing  work  which  had  been  pre. 
vaiHng  a  short  time  in  Kentucky  and  other  parts,  made 
a  sudden  and  unexpected  entrance  amongst  them,  2nd 
was  attended  with  most  of  the  new  and  unusual  apfwar- 
ances,  which  in  many  places  it  aesomed.    This  work 
was  not  confined  to  the  Baptists,  but  prevailed,  at  the 
fame  time,  amongst  the  Methcxiiats  and  Presbyterians, 
both  of  which  denominations  were  conriderably  naate- 
rous  in  the  parts.    These  two  last  denonunatioas,  soon 
after  the  conunencement  of  the  revival,  united  in  theiv 
.  communion  and  camp-meetings.     Hie  Baptists  were 
Strongly  solicited  to  embark  in  the  general  comnronioQ 
"»■— e  i  but  tHey,  pursuant  to  theqr  consistent  (many 


call  dieni  ri^)  priodples,  dedioed  a  eompliuce.  Bat 
thef  hid  eatnp  or  'fieLd-meetiags  amongst  thevaelvcs, 
and  Duoy  in<£vidaals  t^  them  united  with  the  Mtthod-^ 
iifis  and  Pmbyteriaoa  in  thurs.  The  Baptists  estaU 
lished  catniMneetingB  from  motives  of  convenience  aad 
necesaty,  and  relinquished  them  as  soon  as  they  werct 
no  longer  needful.  I'heir  meettog-houses  arc  generally 
small,  and  surrounded  with  groves  of  vood,  wmch  they- 
eatefiiUy  preserve,  for  the  advantage  of  the  cooling 
shade,  which  they  ^ord  in  the  heat  of  summer.  la 
Aeie  groves  the  stages  were  erected,  around  which  tbft 
numerous  congregation  encamped;  and  when  they  coul4 
be  accommodated  in  the  meeting-houses,  to  them  they> 
repaired.  A  circumstance  which  led  the  pef^)le  to  c(Hn« 
iH'epared  to  encamp  on  the  ground  was,  that  those  whor 
lived  adjacent  to  the  place  of  meeting,  although  wiUing 
to  provide  liar  the  ren^shment,  as  far  as  they  were  aUe^ 
of  the  numerous  congregations  which  asseml^ed ;  yet,  in 
most  cases,!  they  would  have  found  it  im[H'acticable  t, 
and  furtbemifve,  they  wished  to  be  at  the  Kteetingfr 
themselves,  what  time  they  -must  have  stayed  at  hoin& 
for  the  purpose.  The  pec^e,  therefore,  would  be  ad- 
vised by  th^  ministers  and  others,  at  the  first  cuap-* 
meetings,  to  come  to  the  next  and  all  succeeding  ohkb^ 
prepared  to  accommodate  and  refresh  themselves.  I» 
thb  way,  camp-meetings  were^  instituted  amongst  the 
Baptists. 

in  nearly  the  same  way,  meetings  of  a  simibr  .nature 
were  establislwd  by  the  united  body  of  Methodists  an4 
Presbyterians  in  these  parts ;  but  like  many  other  thi^g^ 
produced  on  extraordinary  occasions,  they  continued  af- 
ter the  call  for  them  had  ceased.  Their  efficacy  was  by 
many  too  highly  estimated.  They  had  witnessed  at 
then,  besides  much  confusion  and  disorder,  many  evi- 
dent and  remarkable  displays  of  divine  power;  and  their 
jUdooT  in  promoting  them,  after  the  seal  which  insti- 
tated  them  had  ^ated,  indicated  that  they  considered 
them  the  most  probable  means  of  effecting  a  revival. 
From  these  motives  (I  am  induced  to  think)  camp^meet- 
H)gs  have  been,  and  are  still,  industriously  kept  up  by 
the  Methodists  throughout  the  United  States.  It  is  well 
^Enovn,  that  they^  take  tnuch  pains,  by  giving  lengthy 
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notice  of  tlknraroroach}  by  advertising  them  in  news- 
papers, &c.  to  cmect  aa  brge  an  assemblage  of  people  as 
po«s%Ie,  and  thm,  by  preconcerted  and  artful  mancni- 
▼res,  and  by  a  mechanical  play  upon  the  passions,  to  pro- 
duce  that  animation  and  zeal,  which,  at  the  limes  above- 
mentioned,  were  spontaneous  and  unaffiKted. 

In  the  progress  of  the  rcTival  among  the  Baptists,  and, 
espedally,  at  their  camp-meetings,  there  were  exhibited 
flcenea  of  the  most  solemn  and  affecting  nature ;  and  in 
many  instances  there  was  heard  at  the  same  time, 
throughout  the  vast  congregation,  a  mingled  sound  of 
prayer,  exhortation,  groans,  and  praise,  llie  fantastick 
exercise  of  Jerldng,  dancing,  &c.  m  a  religious  way,  pre- 
vailed much  with  the  united  body  of  Methodists  and 
ftesbyterians,  towards  the  close  of  the  revival ;  but  they 
were  not  introduced  at  all  among  the  Baptists  in  these 
parts.  But  falling  down  under  religious  impressions  was 
frequent  amon^  them.  Many  were  taken  with  these 
religious  epilepsies,  if  we  may  so  call  them,  not  only  at 
the  great  meetings,  where  those  scenes  were  exhibited, 
which  were  calculated  to  move  the  sympathetick  affec- 
tions ;  but  also  about  their  daily  employments,  some  ia 
the  fidds,  some  in  their  houses,  and  some  when  hunting 
thor  catde  in  the  woods.  And  in  some  cases,  people 
were  thus  strangely  affected  when  alone ;  so  that  if  some 
played  the  hypocrite,  with  others  the  exercise  must  have 
been  involuntary  and  unaffected.  And  besides  falling 
down,  there  were  many  other  expresdons  of  zeal,  which 
in  more  moderate  people  would  be  considered  enthusi- 
tstick  and  wild. 

The  above  relation  was  given  me  by  Rev.  Gewge 
Pope,  the  pastor  of  ^he  churd^  at  Abbot's  Creek,  who  is 
a  man  of  sense  and  moderation,  and  who,  with  many  of 
his  brethren,  was  much  tried  in  his  mind,  and  stood 
aloof  fTT>m  the  vrork  at  its  commencement ;  but  it  spread 
so  rapidly  and  powerfully,  that  they  soon  discovered 
such -evident  marks  of  its  being  a  genuine  work  of  grace, 
notwithstanding  its  new  and  unusual  ai^iearances,  that 
thdr  doubts  subsided,  and  they  cordi^y  and  zealously 
engaged  in  forwarding  and  promoting  it.  Mr.  Pope,  in 
the  course  of  the  revival,  biptized  about  500  persons. 
Large  numbers  were  also  baptized  by  ffAn  Cupepper, 
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VTUliaib  APGregore,  aod  many  othen.  Bat  u  th» 
Minutes  of  the  Assodatian  were  not  printed  at  this  time, 
tbq  total  number  of  members  cannot  be  now  ascertaincd| 
yet  it  mutt  have  been  very  large.  9at  a  ^irit  of  emi* 
gration  has  dnce  much  possessed  the  Baptists  in  theit 
parts,  so  that  the  Associauon  is  now  reduced  to  the  mia^ 
ber  of  members,  which  ia  stated  in  the  taUe. 

TaDKIK  ASSOCIATIOH.  ^ 

The  Yadkin-river  rises  in  the  AUeghaoy  mountaim, 
and  unites  with  the  Rocky-river>  in  Anson  countyt 
Korth-Carolina,  and  from  their  iunctio»  the  stream  as; 
sumes  the  name  of  the  Great  Pedee. 

The  Tadkin  Association  received  its  name  &om  that 
of  the  river  above  mentioned,  and  lies  to  the  westward 
of  the  Sandy-Creek,  and  originated  in  the  following  mai^ 
ner.  In  the  year  1786,  eleven  churches,  which  had  been 
previously  gathered  about  the  head  of  the  Yadkin  and 
Its  waters,  began  to  hold  yearly  conferences,  as  a  branch 
of  the  Strawberry  Association  in  Virginia.  The  proceed- 
ings of  this  conference  were  annually  submitted  to  the 
Association  to  which  it  had  attached  itself,  for  their 
inspection,  and  were  borne  thither  by  delegates  appoint* 
ed  for  the  purpose.  -  But  in  1 7^,  the  churches,  com- 
posing this  conference,  were,  upon  their  request,  dismiss- 
ed, and  formed  a  distinct  Association.  The  ministers 
bekm^g  to  this  body  at  its  commencement,  were 
George  M*Neal,  John  Cleaveland,  WiiUam  Petty,  Wil- 
liam Hammond,  Cleaveland  Caffee,  Andrew  Baker,  and 
John  Stone,  llus  Association,  like  Sandy-Creek,  trans- 
aaed  its  business,  or  at  least,  held  its  sessions,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  without  a  moderator.  Some  of  their  scru- 
pulous brethren,  it  seems,  were  opposed  to  order,  or  for- 
mality, as  they  esteemed  it,  in  their  religious  proceeding)!, 
and  [deaded  that  it  w^  an  in&ingetnent  of  Christian  hb- 
erty,  and  too  much  like  worldly  a&seipbUes,  to  have  a 
moderator  at  their  head,  whom  they  must  address  whea 
they  spoke,  and  whose  liberty  they  must  request,  5cc. 
In  1793,  Mr.  John  Gaod,  who  then  liyed  in  Kentucky, 
visited  this  Association,  and  found  many  difficulties 
among  them  on  account^of  these  things.    But  he  knew 
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Very  well  bow  Co  maaage  pvejudiccs  ao  whimrical  uid 
absurd,  and  prevailed  on  them  to  choose  a  nioderatoii  and 
establfE^  nilm,  by  which  thtir  buaneae  vat  aften^ards 
oendocted  with  much  decorum.* 

The  church  in  the  Jersey  settkmmts  in  Rovan  coun- 
ty is  the  oldegt  in  the  Yadkin  Association,  and  was 
gathered  by  Mr.  Gano  in  1 758,  three  year*  aiter  the 
Sandy>Creek  church  was  established.  Mr.  Gano  resided 
there  about  two  years,  when  the  church  was  broken 
up  by  the  incursions  of  the  Indians,  and  he  returned  to 
NeW'Jersey,  from  whence  he  had  removed  hither.  But 
the  church  was  re-gathered  after  the  Indian  war  was 
over. 

Dr.  Richard  Furman,  now  of  Charleston,  South. 
Carolina,  resided  and  preached  in  the  bounds  of  thifl 
AssDci^ion,  during  a  part  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

Joseph  Murphy,  the  pastor  of  the  church  on  De^ 
Creek,  in  th6  county  of  Surry,  has  been,  in  most  respects, 
the  mmt  distinguished  minister  among  the  churches  ta 
this  body.  He  and  William  Murphy,  whose  name  fre- 
quently occurs  in  the  history  c^  the  Virginia  Bapdats, 
were  brothers.  They  were  both  baptized  by  Shubad 
Stearns,  and  began  to  preach  while  very  young,  and  were 
called,  by  way  of  derision,  Murphy's  boys.  William,  who 
^  had  the  most  conspicuous  talents,  removed  to  Tennessee 
about  1 780,  and  was  one  of  the  most  active  ministers  in 
the  Holston  Association,  which  he  assisted  in  raising  up, 
and  in  which  he  was  very  usetiil  and  much  esteemed  un- 
til his  death,  the  exact  time  of  which  is  not  known,  but 
it  is  believed  to  have  been  about  1800. 
•  Joseph  was  altogether  illiterate  when  he  became  relig^ 
ions,  for  he  then  knew  not  how  to  read,  and  had  never 
learned  to  write.  But  b«ng  possessed  erf  a  strong  mind, 
ready  wtt,  a  bold  and  fearless  spirit,  and  with  all,  a  heart 
fflled  with  the  love  of  God  and  man,  notwithstanding 
i&.  the  disadvantages  of  his  education,  he  has  been  a  very 
useful  and  much  respected  preacher  throughout  an  ex- 
tensive circle  of  churches.  He  was  once  taken  up  ill 
Virginia  for  preaching,  and  carried  before  a  magbtrate, 
where  he  defended  himself  so  expertly,  that  his  accusers 

*  Mr.  Gauo's  Life,  p.  1S4 
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TotiMd  vith  shame,  and  die  naffatnte  bade  luoi  go 
jUi0ut  his  busiiieBS. 

Mr.  Mni^y  had  nanj  verba]  rencounters  in  his  moff 
aoeve  days,  with  opposera  of  di&reot  characters,  whom 
he  always  abashed  and  iuled.  His  icats  of  this  kiod  he 
now  relates  with  much  pleasaDtry*  and  with  a  self-com- 
placency whidi  is  ahc^ether  excusable  in  a  man  who  is 
about  80  years  old.  He  was  once  opposed  by  a  fiinatick 
of  more  efirontery  than  ar^piment,  who  contended  that 
Adam,  before  his  iall,  hud  not  a  mortal  body,  but  was  a 
pure  spiritual  being.  A  woman  was  sitting  by,  careless- 
ly nursing  her  child,  whose  name  was  Frost,  who  said  to 
the  opposer,  **  I  do  not  see  how  God  could  take  out  a 
rib  from  Adam's  side,  and  close  up  the  fieib  again,  if 
he  were  nothing  but  a  tpirii"  **  Ah,  rejdied  Mr. 
Murphy,  "  I  think,  my  friend,  yon  are  ^w/-bitten,  and 
will  soon  wither  without  any  arguments  of  mine.*' 

Being  once  opposed  by  a  man  who  held  to  the  notion 
■of  Universal  Restoration,  Mr.  Murphy  at  last  replied, 
**  I  do  not  see,  sir,  but  you,  on  your  plan,  make  hell  the 
lanctvm  sanctorttm  of  the  wicked  ;  for  after  all  the  means 
of  the  gospel  have  foiled  to  benefit  them,  they  must  go 
to  hell  to  be  made  holy,  and  prepared  ibr  faeav«i." 

The  churches  in  this  Association  are  in  the  counties  of 
Rowan,  Wilkes,  Surnr,  Iredell,  and  some  of  them  are  ntft 
iar  from  the  town  of  Salisbury. 

Mountain  Associatiok. 

Tr8  mune  of  this  Association  is  sufficiently  descriptive 
of  its  situation;  for  the  churches  of  which  it  is  compo»> 
«d  fie  mostly  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  are  scattered 
in  the  npoks  and  vailies  of  the  stupendous  pile  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains.  As  but  very  partial  accounts 
have  been  received,  the  following  brief  sketches  must 
suffice  for  its  history.  It  was  formed  in  1 7ti9,  by  a  di- 
vision of  the  Tadkin  Association,  when  the  ten  following 
churches  were  dismissed,  viz.  Rye  Valley,  Three  Forks 
jof  New  Riv«-,  North  Fork  of  New  River,  Iish  River, 
South  Fork  of  Roaring  River,  Beaver  Creek,  Head  of 
Tadkin,  Synclare's  Bottom,  Catawba,  and  Cedar  bland. 
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Hiree  of  these  churches  were  in  Virginia,  and  it  is  aaoA. 
thu  some  of  them,  or  of  those  wbida  have  united  with 
the  Association  since  it  was  formed,  are  in  the  State  of 
Teonessee,  but  most  of  them  are  in  North-Carolina,  and 
are  in  the  counties  of  Ash,  Burk,  Wilks,  and  Surry. 

I  do  not  learn  that  this  body  has  ever  experienced 
any  rematkable  changes,  or  much  enlargement. 

Frbnch  Broad  Association. 

This  is  a  small  body,  situated  mostly  in  the  county  of 
.  Buncombe,  in  a  mountainous  region  in  the  western  part 
of  this  State.  This  county  was  formerly  large  enough 
for  a  small  State,  and  extended  to  the  Tennessee  line. 
The  county  of  Haywood  has,  not  long  since,  been  taken 
from  it.  It  is,  however,  very  large,  and  encompasses  a 
number  of  everlasting  hills  and  some  fruitful  vallies. 
Through  it  runs  a  river  called  the  French  Broad,  which 
gave  name  to  the  Association  we  kre  about  to  describe. 
The  Baptists  are  scattered  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States.  Scarcely  a  mountain  or  valley  in  which  they 
are  not  to  be  found.  So  many  of  them  were  settled  in 
this  region,  that  they  were  induced  to  form  an  Assod- 
ation  in  1807.  It  was,  at  first,  composed  of  six  church* 
es,  viz.  Little  Ivey,  Locust,  Old  Fields,  Newfound,  Ca> 
ney-River,  French  Broad,  and  Cane-Creek.  The  three 
first  were  dismissed  from  the  HoLton  Association  in 
Tennessee,  and  the  other  from  the  Broad-River  in 
South-Carolina.  Four  churches  have  been  added  to  this 
body  since  its  formation.  TIte  ministers  which  it  con* 
tained  at  its  beginning  were  Thomas  Snelson,  Thomas 
Justice,  Sion  Blythe,  Benjamin  ^ng,  Humphrey  Posey, 
and  Stephen  Morgan. 

By  reviewing  the  history  of  the  Baptists  in  this  State,. 
it  appears  that  it  contuns  11  Associations,  about  180 
churches,  and  upwards  of  12000  communicants. 

The  North-Carolinians,  like  their  neighbours  the  Vir- 

fioians,  have  never  had  much  ambition  for  learning  or 
uman  acquirements  i  but  they  have  had,  especially  in 
the  low  countries,  in  the  bounds  of  the  Kehukee  and 
Neuse  Associations  and  their  branches,  many  very  able 
and  resp^tabte  ministers  and  brethren,  who  have,  in 
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addition  to  their  religious  junctions,  honourably  filled 
many  publick  stations,  as  magistrates,  legislators,  &c. 
But  as  their  biographies  have  been  much  neglected,  little 
can  be  said  about  them.  Biographical  sketches  of  a 
few  of  these  men  will  be  found  in  that  part  of  the  work 
which  is  devoted  to  that  subject. 

The  Baptists  in  this  State  have  never  su&red  much 
by  persecution,  yet  there  were  some  attempts  made  to 
harass  them.  About  1768,  when  persecution  was  rag> 
ing  so  fiercely  against  their  brethren  in  Virginia,  a  num- 
ber were  apprehended,  belonging  to  the  Kehukee  Asso-. 
dation,  and  upwards  of  70  persons  were  summoned  by 
the  Court  to  appear  against  them,  by  whom  they  were 
accused  of  heresy,  blasphemy,  and  riots ;  but  in  the 
course  of  the  examination,  the  complaints  appeared  so 
ill  founded,  that  the  Court  dismissed  the  whole  matter, 
and  appeared  ashamed  of  the  prosecution,  as  well  they 
might  be  ;  fot  their  blasphemies  turned  out  to  be  Scrip- 
ture expressions  ;  their  heresies  sound  doctrine;  and  the 
riots  with  which  they  were  charged,  were  raised  not  by 
them,  but  by  their  persecutors,  who  disturbed  their  as- 
sembUes.* 

The  North-Carolina  Regulation  has  already  been  men- 
tioned, and  we  promised  to  give  a  further  account  of  it. 
This  civil  commotion  appears  to  have  been  similar  to 
the  Shays  affair  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  Whiskey  in- 
surrection in  Pennsylvania. 

Many  became  much  disaffected  with  the  provindal 
government,  which  was  then  administered  by  Governor 
Tryon,  and  formed  an  extensive  combination  for  the 
purpose  of  regulating  and  reforming  it.  Some  d  their 
complaints  were,  that  they  had,  in  a  way  of  tax,  paid 
between  two  and  three  thousand  pounds  more  than 
would  sink  thetr  paper  money,  and  yet  about  sixty  thou> 
sand  pounds  of  it  remained  unsunk  j  that  civil  officers 
and  lawyers  extorted  more  than  the  law  allowed  them, 
and  yet  were  not  punished,  but  suffered  to  prosecute 
the  complainers,  &c.  And  as  they  had  remonstrated 
without  effect,  aftd  saw  no  prospect  of  a  redress  of  their 
grievances,  they  determined,  at  length,  to  make  use  of 
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^guments  of  a  More  conrincnig  nature.  Troops  .we^e 
immediately  nosed  by  Governor  Tryon  to  suppresi  tlw 
rebellion  ;  and  on  May  16,  1771,  it  seems  a  bfttle  wan 
fought  between  400O  Regulators  and  200O  of  the  Gov. 
ernor's  troops,  in  which  1 2  of  the  former  aad  9  of  the 
latter  vere  slun.  I  am  not  able  to  give  a  particnlar  hi»- 
tory  of  this  rebeUions  fiction,  as  it  was  d^med,  whidi, 
h  is  suffident  to  say,  was  quelled  and  dispersed ;  nor 
would  it  correspond  with  the  design  of  this  work,  if  I 
coald ;  and  I  should  have  passed  it  6y  aln^jether,  hod 
it  not  been  for  what  follows. 

Governor  Tryon  is  said  to  have  represented  **  the 
Regulators,  as  a  faction  ai  Quakers  and  Baptists,  who 
aimed  at  overturning  the  Church  of  England."  The 
same  insinuation  was  also  published  in  »  news>paper. 
Morgan  Edwards  was  in  the  coimtry  the  next  year  ^er 
these  events  happened,  and  observes,  **  H  the  CSovernor 
said,  as  here  su^;e9ted,  he  must  be  mianformed ;  fuc  I 
made  it  my  busmess  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  can 
ftver,  that  among  4000  Regulators,  there  were  but  7  of 
the  denomination  of  Baptists ;  and  these  itere  expdled 
the  sodeties  they  belonged  unto,  in  consequence  of  the 
resolve  of  the  Baptist  Association  held  at  Sandy-Creek 
the  second  Saturday  In  Oct.  1 769.  **  If  any  of  our  mem- 
bers shall  take  up  arms  against  the  legal  authority,  or  aid 
and  abet  them  that  do  so,  he  shall  be  excommusicat- 
ed,"  &c.  When  this  was  known  abroad,  one  of  the 
four  chiefs  of  the  Regulators,  with  an  armed  company, 
broke  into  the  assembly,  and  deBunded,  if  there  were 
Such  a  resolve  entered  into  by  the  Association  f  The 
answer  was  evasive,  for  they  were  in  bodily  fear.  This 
checked  the  deugn  much  ;  and  the  author  of  the  btt< 
partial  Relation  is  obliged  to  own,  page  I6y  "  There  (in 
Sandy-Creek)  the  scheme  siet  with  some  c^iposition,  <« 
account  that  it  was  too  hot  and  rash,  and  in  some  things 
not  legal,"  &c.  One  of  the  seven  Baptists,  by  the  name 
of  MerriU,  was  executed ;  and  he,  at  the  point  of  deatii, 
did  not  justify  his  conduct,  bwt  bitterly  condemned  it ; 
and  blamed  two  men  (of  very  different  rehgion)  for  de- 
ceiving  him  into  the  rebellion.  His  speech  at  the  gal* 
lows  was  as  follows : 
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*'  I  4taad  bere  exposed  t«  the  world  as  a.  criminal. 
My  Me  wiU  aoon  be  a  change.  God  is  sy  comfortec 
aad  supporter.  I  nn  cfwdemDcd  to  die  for  opposing 
gaverameat.  AU  you  that  are  present,  take  wanusg  by 
my  anserabte  end,  whea  1  shall  be  hung  up  as  a  specta- 
ck  beiwe  yon.  My  first  seducers  were  Hunter  and  Gc' 
bspic.  They  had  »ten  solieked  tne,  telling  that  a  set- 
dcnwiit  only  wa»  contended  for  with  r^ard  to  publicfc 
officers,  who,  they  said,  had  oppressed  the  people  ^  and 
tint  unless  these  laeasiures  were  taken,  there  would  be 
no  remedy  or  redress  hereaiter.  Thus  they  pressed  ma 
on,  by  assuring  me  the  disputes  (as  they  called  tbem} 
then  caisttAg  ought  be  settled  without  shedding  of 
blood.  I  considered  this  unhappy  afiiur,  and  thought* 
poa«ifaly^the  conteatiess  in  the  country  might  be  brought 
to  some  deterHHjution,  without  injury  to  any  ;  and  in 
this  nuDd  I  >oined  the  ReiniUtitHi.  ^ner  I  had  enlisted 
under  the  burner  of  the  Regulators,  I  was  ever  aftec 
pressed  to  be  made  a  leading  man  among  them ;  and 
was  one  of  the  number  who  opposed  CdL  Weddel  with 
bis  troi^ ;  information  prevailing  that  the  Governor 
WM  on  his  march  to  Ixy  waste  this  country  and  destroy 
its  inhabitants,  which  I  now  find  to  be  false,  and  propa- 
gated to  screen  old  o£fenders  from  justice.  As  to  my 
private  life,  1  do  not  know  of  any  particular  charge 
against  me.  I  received^  by  the  grace  ox  God,  a  change, 
mteen  years  ago ;  but  have,  since  that  time,  been  a 
backslider  ;  yet  ^ovidence,  in  which  is  my  chief  secu- 
rity, has  been  pleased  to  give  me  comfort,  under  these 
evUs,  in  ray  last  hour ;  and  akhouah  the  halter  is  now 
'  round  my  neck,  believe  me,  1  would  not  change  stations 
with  any  man  on  the  ground.  All  you,  who  think  you 
stand,  take  heed  lest  ye  faU.  I  would  be  ^iad  to  say  a 
few  words  more  before  I  die.  In  a  few  moments,  I 
thatl  leave  a  widow  and  tea  chUdren  i  I  entreat  that  no 
refiectioB  may  be  cast  on  them  on  my  account ;  and  if 
posuble,  shall  deem  it  a»  a  bouitfy,  should  you,  gentle- 
men, petititHi  the  Governor  and  Council,  tbat  some  part 
of  my  estate  may  be  spared  for  the  widow  and  the  £3^ 
tlialMs :  it  will  be  an  act  of  charity,  f(v  I  have  forfeit- 
ed the  whole,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man."  The  man 
bore  an  excellent  character,  insomuch  that  one  of  his 


1 18-  Mr.  MerrUft  Characttr  wndkated. 

enemies  vu  heard  to  say,  **■  that  if  all  vent  to  the  gal- 
lows with  Capt.  Merrill's  character,  hanging  would  be 
an  honourable  death."  All  pitied  him,  and  blamed  the 
wicked  Hunter,  Gelaspie,  Howd),  Husband,  Butler,  and 
others,  who  deceived  and  seduced  him.  Upwards  of 
70  bills  were  found  at  the  time,  but  Merrill  was  the  on- 
ly  Baptist  among  the  number.  The  four  principals  in 
the  Regulation  are  well  known  to  be  of  other  rdigious' 
denominations. 

I  thought  it  necessary  to  say  so  much,  lest  the  Go^ 
ernor's  words  should,  in  ttme,  make  the  North-Car^ina 
Regulation  another  Munster  tragedy.* 

Six  of  the  North  Carolina  Associations,  vm,  Chowan 
Conntry-Line,  Flat-River,  Kehukee,  Raleigh,  and  Sandy- 
Creek,  have  lately  formed  a  General  Meeting  of  Corres- 
pondence, on  a  plan  similar  to  that  of  Virginia. 

There  have  been  some  very  extensive  revivals  among 
the  Baptists  in  this  State,  since  these  sketches  were  made 
out  ^  if  I  can  learn  the  particulars  respecting  them  in  sea- 
son, they  shall  be  inserted  in  the  Appoidix. 

Our  brethren  in  this  State  have  also  made  some  ezer- 
doss  in  the  Missionary  cause,  and  have  an  establishment. 


CHAP.   XI. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

Thers  are,  at  present,  four  Assedations  wholly  in  this 
State,  viz.  the  Charleston,  the  Bethel,  the  Saluda,  and 
the  Edgefield ;  and  two  others,  viz.  the  Broad-river 
and  Savannah- river,  which  are  partly  in  South-Carotina 
and  partly  in  the  adjoining  States.  The  Broad-river  is  in 
the  northwest  corner  or  the  State,  and  a  few  of  the 
churches  are  in  North-Carolina.  The  Savannah-river  b 
composed  of  churches  which  are  situated  in  the  south* 
east  parts  of  South-Carolina  and  the  neighhouting  parts 
of  the  St^te  of  Georgia. 

The  history  of  each  of  these  bodies  will  be  ^ven  in  their 
proper  order. 

•  M.  Edwardi'ft  MS.  Hist  cf  the  Ba[,  lists  ia  Ncfth-Canltaa. 
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Fron  the  first  stttlcment  of  tbe  Baptists  in  this  Prov- 
ince  in  1 683,  there  have  always  been  a  number  of  respecta- 
ble characters  of  the  society,  but  their  numbers  increased 
very  slowly  for  a  great  number  of  years,  imomuch  that 
iu  1751',  when  the  Charleston  AssodatioQ  was  formed, 
there  wue  but  four  churches,  and  these  not  very  large,  to 
compose  ic  Soon  after  this  period.  Baptist  sentiments 
began  nu»e  rapidly  to  prevail.  A  number  of  churches 
were,  in  a  few  years,  formed  from  the  old  ones,  or  raised 
up  on  new  ground,  in  the^  vicinities,  and  united  la  Asso- 
ciation with  them.  About  the  year  1 760,  the  Separate 
Baptists  from  North-Carolina  began  their  evangelical  ex- 
ertions in  the  upper  parts  of  the  State,  where  their  senti- 
ments took  a  rapid  spread,  and  a  number  of  large  church- 
es were  soon  gathered.  And  in  21  years  after  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Charleston  Association,  viz.  in  111%  there 
were,  in  South-Carolina,  according  to  Morgan  Edwards's 
account,  who  then  visited  the  country,  SO  cburches  inclu* 
diog  the  Separates,  in  which  were  1 6  ordained  ministers^ 
SI  exhorfers  or  licensed  preachers,  and  almost  1100 
communicants.  And  these  SO  churches  had  erected  for 
their  use  upwards  of  40  meeting-houses,  as  some  of  tb«ii 
were  large  and  consisted  of  a  number  of  branches.  There 
were,  at  the  same  time,  in  this  State,  three  churches  of  the 
Tunker  and  one  of  the  General  Baptists  ;  in  all  of  which, 
however,  there  were  but  a  tittle  more  than  100  commu- 
nicants. But  for  34  years  subsequent  to  the  last  mention* 
ed  date,  the  Baptists  increased  in  this  State  in  a  much  great- 
er  proponion  ;  for  it  appears  by  a  statement  furnished  by 
Dr.  Furman»  of  Charleston,  in  1 S06,  that  there  were  then 
in  South-Carolina,  of  the  Calvinistick  Associated  Bap> 
lists,  about  130  churches,  in  which  were  about  100  min- 
isters, and  10^500  communicants. 

The  history  of  the  Baptists  in  South- Carolina  naturally 
divides  itself  into  two  branches  ;  and  in  punuing  it,  we 
shall,  in  the  first  place,  relate  the  affairs  of  those  who  emi- 
grated hither  from  other  parts,  in  the  early  settlement  <A  the 
province,  who  settled  along  the  sea-coast,  and  in  the  lower 
parts  of  the  State,  and  from  whom  have  originated  most 
of  tbe  churches  in  these  regions.  We  shall,  in  the 
second  place,  take  notice  of  those  who  were  at  first,  and 
for  a  number  of  years,  called  Separates,  who  settled  in  the 


middte  and  upper  partt  of  the  cootKvf,  frooi  whom  have 
sprung  a  major  .part  of  the  Bapdsti  now  in  the  State. 

Of  the  early  settlers  of  Soutli-Caroliaa,  a  considerate 
proportion  were  Baptists.  They  came  in  separate  cplo> 
Dies,  aboit  the  year  1 683,  partly  irom  the  west  of  En- 
gland, and  partly  fmm  I^scataway  in  Ac  District  of  Maine. 
Those  from  England,  came  widi  Lord  Cardross  and  a 
Mr.  Blake,  whose  wife  and  her  Brother,  Lady  Axtdl,  were 
Baptist  members,  and  settled,  some  ;^ut  Ashley  and 
Cooper  rivers,  and  others  about  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Edisto.  lliose  from  the  Dtetrict  of  Maine  were  led  hith- 
er by  Rer.  William  ScrereD,  who,  with  a  considerable 
number  of  his  brethren,  fled  from  the  persecuting  rage- 
of  the  New-England  Pedobaptists,  and  settled  onCoi^aer- 
river,  at  a  place  called  Summerton,*  at  no  g»at  distance 
from  the  place  where  Charleston  now  standi. 

Here  this  company  were  formed  into  a  church  by  Mr. 
Screven,  who  became  thdr  pastor.  The  names  of  the 
constituents  are  said  to  have  been  the  Screvens,  the  At-  ' 
■  wells,  the  Bullems,  the  Elliots,  the  Ravens,  the  Bakers* 
the  Baricers,  the  Blakes,  the  Childs,  the  Caters,  the  WUt- 
akers,  die  Bryants,  the  Butlers,  the  Chapmans,  Stc  It 
appears  pretty  evident,  that  the  Baptists  fron  Qld  and 
New  England,  arrived  in  Sooth-Carolina  about- the -saow 
time ;  but  it  is  suggested  by  fJb.  Edwards,  that  dioee  Irom 
Fiscataway  settled  here  first,  and  had  formed  the  church 
before  their  brethren  from  England  anived,!  and  that  the 
•mall  body  which  had  beeti  fOTmed,  recdyed  considenblc 
additions  on  dieir  arrival. 

Before  the  year  1698,  most  of  the  memben  had  re- 
,  moved  from  Summerton  towards  the  neck,  on  wfaidi 
Charleston  is  buik,  which  made  it  nacessaty  to  renoTe 
the  seat  of  the  church  to  the  town.  They  hera  their  wor- 
ship on  their  removal  at  the  house  of  one  WilUamCbap- 
man,  in  King-street,  until  they  raised  a  temporary  build- 
ing in  the  same  street,  which  they  occupied  but  a  short 

■  Sammertaa  wos  probably  the  name  rf  a  pLsotiUwDf  M  I.va  mjinncd 
that  tliere  a  tut  such  phice  ihiw  m  the  regicn. 

t  Hr.Edwardsdalea  the  beginmiigrfthischuich  jnlfiM-  His  accounts 
were  cdlcctcd  from  the  traditions  of  ancient  people,  who  miwt  have  made  » 
■nbtakaofsbnutaOjean;  sUice  it  is  very  evident  from  JBaclou'shtftDiy,  dot 
Mr.  Screven  did  not  leave  Piacatamy  wuilaome  tine  a&er  Uicfcitr  U>SD- 
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time,  bk  1699,  they  erected  a  brick  meeting-house,  oa 
the  same  lot  with  the  parsomtge^hoilse,  in  Church-street} 
which  was  demolished  ia  ISOt),  having  been  some  timd' 
in  a  ruinous  condition.  The  building  at  present  occupied. 
by  them,  is  a  commodious  brick  edifice,  59  feet  by  43* 
and  was  erected  in  1 746.  Its  erection  was  owing  to  a 
singular  mterference  of  the  Provincial  Legislature.  A 
party  had  drawn  off  some  years  before,  and  formed  a. 
church  upon  the  sentiments  of  the  General  Baptists^  thC' 
history  of  which  will  be  given  in  its  proper  place.  The 
lot  on  which  the  meeting  and  parsonage  bouses  had  been, 
erected,  was  given  by  William  Elliot,  whose  ton  was  now 
a  leading  man  among  the  General  Baptists.  In  1745,  the 
trustees,  to  whom  the  above  lot  had  been  given  being  all 
'  dead,  without  conveying  the  trust  to  others,  the  church; 
for  the  purpose  of  secunng  their  property,  and  preventing: , 
disputes  which  might  arise,  now  presented  a  petition  to 
the  General  Assembly,  signed  by  17  persons,  praying. 
that  trustees  might  be  ai^iated  by  Government.  The 
General  Baptists  had,  at  that  time,  a  minister  of  learning. 
and  abilities,  whose  name  was  Haywood.  The  miniuer 
of  the  Particular  &iptists  (the  original  church)  wsis  Mr. 
Simmons,  generally  respected  as  a  good  man,  but  then  ia, 
his  dotage,  and  under  the  influence  of  his  son-in-law  Dr. 
Dale,  a  man  of  intrigue  and  a  friend  of  Mr.  Haywood. 
By  the  Doctor's  means  a  misunderstanding  had  taken  place 
between  Mr.  Simmons  and  his  church ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  Mr.  Simmons  was  suspended  from  the  exercise  o£ 
his  office,  and  the  doors  of  the  house  of  worship  shut 
against  him ;  but  a  small  party  forced  the  doors,  and  in- 
troduced him  by  violence  into  the  pulpit.  This  was  the 
situation  of  afiairs  when  the  petition  was  presented ;  ii 
was,  therefore,  soon  followed  by  a  counter  petition  from 
Mr.  Simnwns  and  Mr.  Gracia,  a  deacon,  praying  that  thti 
Legislature  would  not  permit  the  church,  whom  they 
styled  a  party,  to  deprive  Mr.  Simmons  of  his  pastoru 
office  and  living.  A  bill  was,  therefore,  brought  in,  to 
revive  the  trust  of  the  lot  and  buildings  in  question,  by 
the  Assembly,  and  trustees  were  appointed,  some  of  whom 
were  of  Mr.  Haywood's  congregation  ;  Mr.  Gracia  waa- 
also  one.  The  Particular  Baptists  then  icmonsts»ted,.aii4 
vol,.  S.  1& 
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IM  Coatre-cersy  settkd  respecting  Donation. 

prayed  that  none  might  be  appointed  as  trustees,  bat 
such  as-  were  in  communion  with  them  and  governed  by 
their  rules,  declaring  the  church  under  Mr.  Haywood  to 
be  in  do  connexion  with  them.  They  produced  evidence 
to  prove,  that  the  original  church  were  Calvinists,  and 
that  Mr.  Elliot  was  professedly  the  same  at  the  time  of 
the  donation,  and  many  years  afterwards.  The  Assembly 
finally  passed  a  law  to  confirm  the  donation  in  the  hands 
of  the  trustees  first  nominated  in  the  bill ;  and  in  a  clause 
of  the  law  they  say,  "  that  as  the  Genera]  Baptists  are 
Antipedobaptists  as  well  as  the  Particular  Baptists,  they 
shall  have  equal  right  in  the  said  property."  Thus  the 
General  Baptists,  taking  occasion  from  the  dispute  be- 
tween the  Particular  Baptists  and  their  minister,  and  ma- 
king him  subservient  to  their  purpose,  were,  by  an  act  of 
the  Legislature,  put  in  possession  of  a  property,  to  which, 
it  does  not  appear,  they  ever  made  a  previous  claim. 
After  Mr.  Simmons's  death,  Mr.  Gracia  and  a  few  otherl, 
who  countenanced  his  opposition,  confessed  their  fauh, 
and  were  again  united  to  the  original  body. 

This  determination  of  the  Assembly  bears  date  May 
25, 17*5.  Thus  they  went  on  until  Oct.  9, 1758,  when 
both  parties  agreed  that  the  General  Baptists  should  have 
the  sole  use  of  the  meeting-house^  and  the  Particular 
Baptists  the  sole  use  of  the  parsonage,  which  (s^d  Mr. 
Edwards  in  1772)  is  the  present  posture  of  their  a&irs, 
and  suits  the  latter  well  enough,  as  they  had  been  oblig- 
ed in  1746  to  build  another  place  of  worship. 

In  17U7,  this  church  recovered  peaceable  possession  of 
the  whole  property,  and  has  held  it  ever  since.  In  1801, 
the  City  Council  having  an  idea  that  one  half  of  it  had 
become  publick  property,  in  consequence  of  the  General- 
Baptists  being  extinct,  took  measures  for  securing  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Orphan-House.  But  upon  hearing 
a  committee  of  the  church,  who  substantiated  their 
title,  by  an  exhibition  of  authentick  records,  the  CounciF 
gave  up  their  claim,  and  officially  confirmed  the  right 
of  the  church ;  which  acknowledgment  was  entered' 
on  the  publick  records  of  the  State.  ' 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  William  Screven  was  the 
founder  and  first  pastor  of  thb  ancient  and  respectable 
church.    He  was  a  native- of  England,  where  he  wa» 
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born  about  the  year  1629.  When  he  settled  at  Piscat- 
away,  cannot  be  ascertained.  An  account  of  the  sufTer- 
ings  which  he  and  his  brethren  endured  in  that  place,  and 
which  drove  them  to  seek  an  asylum  in  the  more  tran- 
quil regions  of  the  south,  may  be  found  in  the  history 
of  the  District  of  Maine.  In  Piscataway  he  married 
Bridget  Cutts,  by  whom  he  had  children,  Samuel,  Mercy, 
Sarah,  Bridget,  Elizabeth,  Robert,  Permeuas,  Joshua, 
AVilliam,  Joseph,  and  Elisha.  But  little  can  be  learnt  of 
the  history  of  this  numerous  &mily ;  but  it  is  known 
that  the  posterity  of  this  venerable  progenitor,  although 
mostly  under  other  names,  has  been  and  continues  to  be 
respectable,  and  considerably  numerous.  The  late  Col. 
,  Thomas  Screven,  an  influential  man  in  the  Baptist  socie- 
ty in  CharlestCHi,  and  Rev.  Charles  O.  Screven,  of  Sun- 
bury,  Georgia,  are  amongst  the  number.  Mr.  Screven, 
though  not  a  classical,  was  a  good  Engtiiih  scholar,  and 
was  eminent  for  piety  and  usefulness.  After  his  re- 
moval to  South-Carolina,  the  Baptist  church  in  Boston, 
of  which  he  had  been  a  member,  being  destitute,  sent 
for  lum  to  be  their  pastor.  His  answer,  dated  June, 
1 707,  contains  this  passage  :  *'  Our  minister,  who  came 
from  England,  is  dead,  and  I  can  by  no  means  be  spared. 
It  is  a  great  loss  and  a  great  disappointment ;  but  the 
-will  of  the  Lord  is  done."  Aug.  6, 1 708,  he  wrote  to 
them  as  follows :  *'  Our  society  are  for  the  most  part  in 
health,  and  I  hope  thriving  in'grace.  We  are  90  in  all." 
He  wrote  **  An  Ornament  for  Church  Members,"  which 
was  printed  after  his  death.  One  passage  of  which  runs 
thus  :  **  And  now  for  a  close  of  ah,  (my  dear  brethren 
and  sisters,  whom  God  hath  made  me,  poor  unworthy 
me,  an  instrument  of  gathering  and  setthng  in  the  faith 
and  order  of  the  gospel)  my  request  is,  that  you,  as  speed- 
ily as  possible,  supply  yourselves  with  an  able  and  faith- 
ful minister.  Be  sure  you  take  care  that  the  person  be 
orthodox  in  faith,  and  of  blameless  life,  and  does  own 
the  confession  of  Mth  put  forth  by  our  brethren  in 
London  in  1689,"  Sec. 

Id  the  latter  part  of  his  lifb,  Mr.  Screven  removed  to 
Georgetown,  about  60  miles.to  the  north  of  Charleston, 
where  he  died  in  peace  in  1713)  having  arrived  to  th? 
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good  old  age  of  84  years.  He  is  sud  to  have  been  Htm 
original  proprietor  of  the  land,  on  which  Geoi^tpwn  is 
built. 

'  After  the  death  of  its  6rBt  pastor,  the  Charleston 
ditirch  underwent  a  number  of  changes,  as  to  numbei^ 
and  harmony.  His  sucressors  in  office  were  Messrs.  Peart 
and  Simmons.  Previous,  however,  to  the  settleinent  of 
the  first  of  them,  Mr.  White  and  others  preached  occa- 
sionally with  them.  Rev.  William  Fear't  came  hither 
in  ordained  minister,  but  irom  what  place  I  cannot  learn, 
•bout  the  year  I7i7,  and  continued  the  pastor  of  the 
church,  until  he  died  in  172$.'  He  married  Sarah^ 
widow  of  Paul  Grimball,  but  had  no  children.  She  after- 
wards married  a  Mr.  Smith,  and  under  that  name  gave 
a  legacy  to  the  first  Baptist  church  in  l^iladelphia,  of 
about  '9CtO  dollars.*  Mi*.  Peart's  successor  wa&  Rev. 
Thomas  Simmons^  who  was  born  in  England,  but 
came  to  Charleston  from  Pennsylvania,  where  he  had 
been  ordained.  ~ '  His  ^ther  gave  him  a|i  academical  ed- 
ucation, and  thenlxmnd  him  to  the  carpenter's  busihesi!, 
which  he  did  not  like.'  He,  therefore,  came  to  Ameri- 
ca, that  he  might  be  free  to  follow  his  inclination,  which 
was  towards  the  ministry.  He  had  two  children,  Thom- 
as and  Hannahl  '  The  son  died  childless  ;  the  (kugfater 
married  Dr.  Thomas  Dale,  and  had  many  diildren,  who 
removed  tp  England  after  their  father's  death. 

Mr.  Simmons  '  published  one  piece,  entitled,  "Som<; 
Queries  concerning  the  Operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  mi- 
awered."  ynder  his  ministry,  the  church  p^sed  through 
k  series  of  trials,  occasioned  by  the  schism  and  cncroadi- 
tnents  of  the  General  Baptists,  and  by  disputes  among 
themselves ;  and  towards  the  close  of  it,  was  reduced 
to-the  verge  of  extinction,  there  remaining  but  one  man 
and  two  women, 'who  were  communicants.  '  But  when 
Mr.  Whitefield  first  visited  Charleston,  there  was  a 
great  revival  under  his  ministry,  and  this  church  shar- 
ing largely  in  its  salutary  influences,  soon  received  the 
iddition  of  about  a  hundred  members.  Mr.  Bim- 
inoDS  died  January  SI,  1747,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  CHiver  Hart.  HU  settlement  in'  Charleston  wa$ 
iLn  important  event  to  the  South-Carolina  churches." 
^  unexpected  arrival,  while  the  dmreh  was  destitute 
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of  a  SBpply,  and  imsaedittely  alter  die  death  of  the  ex* 
cellent  Mr.  Chanler,  who  had  occasionally  offidated  for  , 
them  since  Mr.  Simmons'*  death,  was  beueved  to  have 
beta  directed  by  a  special  providence  in  their  iavour. 
Hs  undertook  the  pastoral  office  vith  much  serioosnets, 
tnd  soon  entered  on  an  extensive  field  of  usefulness. 
His  ardent  piety  and  active  philanthropy,  his  discrimina- 
ting mind,  and  persuasive  address,  raised  bim  high  in 
the  esteem  of  the  pubtick,  and  gave  him  a  distinguished 
■  daini  to  the  a&ctiona  of  his  brethren.  (ForanlDtcr* 
esting  account  of  Mr.  Hart,  see  his  bit^aphy.) 

Mr.  Hart  having,  for  his  safety,  retired  to  New-Jersey 
at  the  beginning  of  the  American  war,  this  church  was 
for  many  years  destitste  of  a  pastor.  But  in  )787,  it 
had  the  felicity  to  settle  among  them  Rev.  Richard 
Furman,  D.  D.  who  yet  continues  their  much-esteemed 
and  affectionate  pastor. 

Dr.  Furman  was  born  at  Esopus,  on  the  Hudson-river, 
in  the  State  of  New-Tork,  about  1748  :*  his  extensive 
and  successful  exertioos  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  church, 
of  the  Baptist  interest  in  tiouth-Carolina,  and  the  cause 
of  Zion  generally,  will  iiirnish  interesting  articles  for 
some  future  biographer }  but  pursuant  to  the  maxims  we 
have  adopted  respecting  the  living,  they  cannot  here  be 
minutely  detailed. 

The  Chu-leston  church  has  now  (1813)  existed  ISO 
years,  and  is  among  the  largest  in  South-Carolina.  It  it 
renurkable  for  its  hosjntality  to  visiting  brethren,  and' 
its  abundant  charities  to  those  who  are  in  necessitous 
f;ircumstances. 

AsHLBV   Rive  a. 

This  was  the  second  church  which  was  formed  in 
South-Carolina.  From  about  the  time  the  Baptists  first 
settled  in  this  vicinity,  they  had  stood  connected  with 
the  Charleston  church,  as  a  brandi  of  that  body.  But 
on  May  24,  1786,  the  members  here,  to  the  number  of 
(wenty-eight,  were  constituted  into  a  distinct  church  by 

•  1  am  not  certain  ftboat  the  time  of  Dr.  Furmnn's  birth ;  but  1  stippose  that 
lie  b  uovr  abodt  sbt^-Bve  yean  nf  nf^,  ud  ttut  waikl  bii'ig  it  u  above  suk- 
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2.  spetnal  covenaDt,  under,  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Isaac 
Ctunter.  The  constituents  were  Isaac  Chanler,  pastor, 
William  Cater,  John  Bullein,  Richard  Bedon,  iuri. 
Benjamin  Child,  John  Sbeppard,  jun.  Charles  Barker, 
Charles  Filben,  Francis  Sbeppard,  Alexander  Sheppard, 
Jacob  Bradwell,  John  Angeli,  Thomas  Ramsay,  Richard 
Bedon,  sen.  Sarah  Baker,  Mary  Cater,  Susannah  Brad- 
v%11,  Christiana  Brown,  Ann  Maam,  Elizabeth  Chanler, 
Elizabeth  fiuUein,  Joyel  Griffin,  Elizabeth  Bedon,  Eliza, 
teth  Salter,  Susannah  Baker,  Elisabeth  Marrion,  Mary 
Sbeppard,  and  Ann  Peacock. 

Mr.  Chanler  was  born  at  Bristol,  England,  ]?01  ; 
came  to  Ashley-river  about  1733,  and  continued  the 
much-esteemed  pastor  of  this  chnrch,  until  he  died, 
Nov.  30,  1749,  in  the  49th  year  of  his  ^e.  Mr.  Chan* 
ler  was  a  man  of  distinguished  talents,  piety  and  use* 
fulness.  He  was  the  autho;  of  a  treatise  in  small 
quarto,  esteemed  an  able  defence  of  the  Calvinistick 
doctrines,  and  entitled  **  The  Doctrines  of  Glorious 
Grace  unfolded,  defended,  and  practically  improved." 
He  also  published  a  *'  Treatise  on  Original  Sin,"  and  a 
Sermon  on  the  death  of  Rev.  William  Tilly.  The  late 
Isaac  Chanler,  M.  D.  was  his  son. 

Rev.  John  Stephens  succeeded  Mr.  Chanler.  He  was 
born  on  Staten-lsland,  in  the  State  and  near  the  city  of 
New- York.  Of  his  early  life,  I  can  learn  no  more,  than 
that  he  settled  first  at  Horse-Neck,  in  Connecticut,  where 
he  gathered  a  little  church  in  1 747,  having  been  ordained 
at  Oyster  Bay,  on  Long-Island,  the  same  year.  He  came 
to  Ashley-river  in  the  month  of  May,  1750,  and  shortly 
after  was  invested  with  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church. 
In  this  office  Mr.  Stephens  continued  with  high  reputa* 
tion,  for  a  number  of  years  ;  but  by  an  unhappy  fondness 
£[»*  strong  drink,  he  was  obliged  to  quit  both  the  church 
and  ministry  in  1769.*  From  this  dreadful  fall  he  nev- 
er fuUy  recovered,  but  professed  and  was  believed  tq 

•  la  Mr.  Edwards's  accomt  of  th»  unhappy  nffsir,  1  find  the  tblhwmgcu- 
riCTis  remarks:  "Has  not  arfumfi  Bphit,  adcafbpvr'A,  an  unclean  s|iirit,  &c. 
been  cast  out?  and  who  kriowi  but  Jamaica  spint  will  chk  ^ay  be  exorcised 
out  oftha  country,  vrhere  it  Diakessuchdrcadfiilhavock?  Tbr  iDdtaus  them- 
lelvci  Inment  its  lieing  brourlit  liiihcr,  though  Uiey  are  excessively  find 
of  it.    Surely  ifaiqr  creature  of  God  iven:[totifood,niR)  would  he  it" 

AIS.  tnu^lS. 
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be  penitent,  and  was  improperly  admitted  ^^sin  to 
preach.  He  died  suddenly  at  Black-river  in  1785.  The 
defection  of  Mr.  Stephens  was  a  circumstance  peculiarly 
painful  to  the  friends  of  Zion,  and  happened  about  the 
time  Mr.  Bedgegood,  another  celebrated  minister,  wai 
disowned  for  a  crime  which  will  be  mentioned  in  the 
history  of  the  Welsh  Neck  church.  From  this  period 
the  Ashley-river  church  declined,  and  in  the  revolution- 
ary war  became  estinct.  Its  property,  consisting  of  the 
lot  on  which  the  house  of  worship  was  built,  about  four- 
teen miles  from  Charleston,  a  valuable  parsonage,  church 
plate,  several  negroes,  and  some  hundred  pounds  in 
fund,  were  seized  by  a  sacrilegious  individual,  and  con- 
Terted  to  his  own  use. 

EwHAw  Church. 

The  Welsh  Neck  church,  as  to  its  constitution,  is  older 
than  the  Ewhaw ;  but  as  this  originated  from  the  Charles- 
ton church,  we  shall  give  its  history  first. 

The  foundation  of  the  Ewhaw  church  was  laid  in  the 
year  168S,  when,  it  is  said,  that  some  Baptists  ivata 
England,  in  company  with  tho&e  who  settled  at  Ashley- 
river,  and  founded  Charleston  church,  arrived  here  with 
the  lord  Cardross.  They  were  visited  by  Mr.  Screven  and 
the  succeeding  ministers  of  Charleston,  until  Ood  raised 
up  a  minister  among  themselves,  whose  name  was  Wil- 
liam Tilly.  The  names  of  the  original  emigrants  were 
WiUiam  Fry,  Thomas  Crimball,  Providence  Grimball, 
Ephraim  Mikill,  Joseph  Sealy,  Joseph  Ferminter,  Isaac 
Perminter,  Thomas  Perminter,  and  some  others,  whose 
names  are  not  known.  These  persons  settled  on  Edtsto- 
Island,  where  was  the  seat  and  centre  of  the  community, 
which  stood  as  a  branch  of  the  Charleston  church.  About 
forty  yeus  after  this  settlement  was  made,  the  B^ist 
families  here  began  to  remove  their  habitadons,  some  to 
Port-Royal,  an  island  to  the  south  of  Edisto,  on  which 
the  town  of  Beaufort  now  stands,  and  others  to  Ewhaw, 
otherwise  called  Indian.Island.  But  the  brethren  who 
went  to  Port-Royal  soon  ft^owed  those  who  had  gone 
to  Ewhaw,  and  by  this  means  the  seat  of  this  body  was 
removed  from  Edisto  to  the  place  where  it  now  is. 


)28  Death  aid  Cheraeter  ^  Mr.  Tiltj. 

This  church  has  built  three  meetinj^-honseS.  The  firrt 
was  erected  on  the  bluid  of  EdisCo,  in  1 726  ^  jbr  before 
this  time  they  met  in  a  commoo  meetine-house,  which 
they  were  turned  out  of  in  1722,  by  their  overbeariog 
brethren,  the  Presbyterians.  The  meeting-house  at  £w- 
^w,  which  is  36  feet  by  30,  was  built  in  1751;  and  it  so 
happened,  that  as  soon  as  it  was  finished,  Mr,  George 
Whitefield  came  along,  and  preached  in  it  for  the  first 
time.  Besides  these,  they  built  a  house  at  Hilton  Head, 
on  the  island,  about  18  miles  off,  where  was  formerly  a 
branch  of  the  church. 

It  has  akeady  been  mentioned,  that  the  first  ministev 
which  this  people  had  to  live  amongst  them,  was  William 
Tilly.  He  was  a  native  of  Salisbury,  in  England ;  was 
called  to  the  ministry,  and  ordained  by  the  church  in 
Charleston.  He  resided  on  Edisto  until  his  death,  which 
happened  April  14,  1744,  in  the  46th  year  of  his  age. 
His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Mr.  Chaoler,where< 
in  he  thus  speaks  of  the  deceased :  ",A  minister  he  was, 
able  and  faithful  to  declare  unto  you  the  whole  counsel 
of  God.  Some  of  you  were  ear  and  eye  witnesses  of  his 
steadfast  ^th  and  hope  on  his  death-bed.  With  what 
composedness  of  mind  and  solid  satis&ction  received  h« 
the  awful  summons !  How  free  from  all  slavish  fear  of 
the  king  of  terrors !  How  afiectiooately  recommended 
he  you  to  the  blessing  and  protection  of  God !  and  with 
wtu^  cheerful  resignation  gave  he  up  his  spirit  to  the 
hands  of  a  dear  Redeemer !  He  lived  and  died  in  the 
Lord." 

Mr.  Tilly  died  two  years  before  the  Ewhaw  church 
was  constituted.  This  people,  for  upwards  of  60  years 
after  their  settlement  here,  remained  a  branch  of  the 
Charleston  church,  and  for  reasons  which  are  not  known, 
took  much  pains  to  be  considered  in  that  rehtion.though 
solicited  by  the  mother  body  to  become  a  distinct  church. 
fiut  in  May,  1746,  they  were  dismissed  and  organized  in- 
to a  churui,  by  the  asdstance  of  Rev.  Isaac  Chanler,  of 
Asliley.river. 

Rev.  Francis  PUot,  A.  M.  was  the  first  minister  they 
had  after  thb  period.  He  wras  born  at  Norviile,  in  Swit- 
zerland, March  ll,  1720,  of  Presbyterian  parents,  where 
be  received  a  ^oA.  education.     He  arrived  is  South- 
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CaroUna,  in  1734,  and  ten  years  after  embraced  the  prin- 
oples  of  the  Baptists.  Soon  after  the  Evhaw  church 
was  constituted,  he  was  called  to  be  its  pastor,  in  which 
office  he  continued  with  much  reputation,  until  his  deaths 
in  1 774.  Mr.  Pelot  was  a  very  tustinffuished  man,  in  his 
day,  amongst  the  South-Carolina  Baptists.  He  possessed 
an  ample  Ibrtune,  and  a  valuable  library,  and  devoted- 
much  of  his  time  to  books.  Mr.  Edwards,  in  speaking  oS 
this  eminent  man,  who  was  then  alive,  observes,  **  he 
possesses  three  islands,  and  about  3785  acres  on  the  con- 
tinent, with  slaves  and  stock  in  abundance.  This  (sud 
he)  I  mention,  not  to  flatter  my  ftiend  Pelot,  but  in  h<^ 
that  his  conduct  may  influence  other  such  planters  to 
preach  the  gospel  among  the  poor  Baptists,  when  God 
inclines  their  hearts  to  it."  Mr.  Pelot  assisted  in  or- 
dainine  the  late  Drs.  Samuel  Stillman  of  Boston,  and 
Hezekiah  Smith  of  Haverhill,*  and  preached  the  sermons 
on  the  occasions. 

His  successor  was  Rev.  Joseph  Cook.  For  an  inters 
esting  account  of  Mm,  and  of  bis  ministry  at  Ewhaw,  sea 
his  biography. 

The  next  in  office  at  Ewhaw,  was  Rev.  now  Dr.  Henry 
Holcombe,  of  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Holcombe  became  the 
pastor  of  this  church  in  1791,  and  served  them  about 
eight  years,  residing  the  first  part  of  the  time  at  Ew^aw, 
and  the  latter  at  Beaufort,  where  a  branch  of  the  church 
lived.  In  1799,  he  removed  to  Savannah,  and  officiated 
as  the  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  in  that  dty,  about 
eleven  years,  and  then  removed  to  his  present  situation. 

Rev.  Joseph  B.  Cook,  son  of  the  late  Joseph  Cook, 
succeeded  Dr.  H<^combe  in  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
church,  over  wUch  his  venerable  father  formerly  presid- 
ed. Here  he  continued  until  1 804,  when  the  Ewhaw 
church  was  divided,  and  the  Beaufort  church  was  formed 
ftom  it,  with  the  pastoral  care  of  .which  Mr.  Cook  was 
immediately  invested.  Thus  the  Ewhaw  church  was  agun 
deprived  of  its  pastor,  by  his  removing  to  a  promising  sta- 
tion. Aaron  Tlson,  and  then  William  B. Johnson,  now 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Savannah,  each  officiated  at  Ew- 
haw a  while  after  Mr,  Cook's  removal    For  a  few  years 

*  TbtaeBunatan  woe  bach avd^edJnS.C.aw  »tCbuMim,  aqd  die 
other  «  Fedce. 
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past  this  church  has  been  under  the  care  of  Rev.  J^mes 
Sweat.  Mr.  Sweat  was  baptized  by  Dr.  Holcombe  the 
K^e  day  he  was  ordained.  His  ministry  at  the  Ewbaw 
has  been  attended  with  great  success.  A  revival  com* 
menced  here  not  long  since,  in  which  a  large  number  were 
hopefully  burn  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  aod  in  one 
instance  Mr.  Sweat  baptised  seventy  persons  in  a  day. 

Welsh-Nbcr. 

This  church  was  at  first  called  Pedee,  from  the  circanv* 
stance  of  its  being  situated  on  the  Great  Fedee-river, 
60  milea  north  of  Georgetown  \  but  when  other  branch- 
es were  settled  on  the  same  river,  it  became  necessary 
to  give  this  a  more  special  name,  and  accordingly  the 
compound  name  of  WeUh'Neck  was  selected,  which  is  de- 
Kriptive  of  the  people  who  founded  the  church,  and  of 
its  local  and  peninsulated  situation.  This  churdi  origi- 
nated in  the  following  manner :  In  the  year  1737*  tne 
foUowiag  Baptist  members  of  the  Welsh-Tract  church, 
which  was  then  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  but  now 
in  the  State  of  Dekware,  arrived  here ;  viz.  James  James, 
Esq.  and  wife,  and  three  sons,  Philip,  who  was  their  min- 
ister, Abd,  Eteniel,  and  their  wives ;  Daniel  Devonald 
and  wife,  Thomas  Evans  and  wife,  one  other  uf  the  same 
name  and  his  wife  ;  John  Jones  and  wife,  three  of  the 
Harrys,  Thomas,  David,  and  John  and  his  wife  j  Samuel 
Wilds  and  wife,  Samuel  Evans  and  wife,  Griffith  Jones 
and  wife,  and  David  and  Thomas  Jones  and  their  wives. 
These  thirty  members,  with  their  children  and  house> 
holds,  settled  at  a  place  called  Catfish^  on  Pedee-river,  but 
they  soon  removed  about  fifty  miles  higher  up  the  same 
river,  where  they  made .  a  permanent  settlement,  and 
where  they  all,  except  James  James,  Esq.  who  died  at 
Catfish,  were  embodied  Into  a  church,  Jan.  1738. 

James  James,  Esq.  was  the  most  distinguished  of  this 
company  of  emigrants,  for  he  was  the  head  of  the  party, 
,aqd  his  son  Philip  became  the  pastor  of  the  churcli.  Of 
htm  I  can  learn  no  more,  than  that  he  died  at  Catfish. 
His  son  Philip,  the  first  pastor  of  the  Welsh- Neck  church, 
was  born  near  Pennepei^,  Pennsylvania,  in  1701:  he  was 
ordained  over  the  church  in  1 743)  by  Messrs.  Chanter 
and  Simmqps,  and  died  in  17<53.  .  -        , 


~  Atucdole  of  Philip  Jama,  Kl 

This  venerable  man  passed  through  a  very  sing;iilar 
scene  about  three  months  before  his  death  ;  the  narra- 
tive  is  related  in  full  by  Mr.  Edwards,  but  we  shall  be 
able  to  give  only  the  substance  of  it  here,  which  is  as 
follows :  He  was  greatly  afflicted  for  the  death  of  a  fa- 
vourite child,  and  bewailed  his  loss  in  the  language  of 
David,  0  Abel^  my  leriy  my  sen^  would  io  God  I  had  died  for 
theey  isfc.  In  the  midst  of  his  wailings  he  fell  to  the 
ground  as  if  dead,  and  was  taken  up  and  put  on  the  bed, 
where  he  continued  for  near  an  hour,  without  any  signs 
of  life.  When  he  revived  and  saw  the  people  about  him 
weeping,  he  bid  them  desist,  adiUng,  "had  you  seeni 
what  I  have  seen,  you  would  not  be  in  trouble  about  the 
dear  little  one."  His  wife  and  the  company  urged 
him  to  tell  what  h6  had  seen  concerning  the  child.  Ho 
was  reluctant  to  it,  but  their  importunity  prevailed,  and 
he  went  on,  **  The  child  now  enjoys  more  happiness  in 
one  moment  than  compensates  for  all  the  miseries  he 
endured  through  life,  and  the  pangs  of  death  also."  He 
then  related  how  he  had  been  transported  by  a  celestial 
conductor  to  the  paradise  of  God,  where  he  was  chided 
for  his  excessive  grief,  and  saw  his  child  in  the  full  stat* 
ure  of  a  man,  in  company  with  the  angelick  hosts,  and 
uniting  in  their  tongs  of  praise.  At  length  his  conduct- 
or  said  to  him,  '■^l  amane  of  that  cempanyy  and  mutf  jein 
them."  Having  said  this,  the  entranced  spirit  began  to 
sink  &st,  and  soon  found  itself  united  with  the  body. 
This  account  is  preserved  by  the  bmily,  and  is  signed 
by  four  respectable  witnesses.*  After  this  vision,  the 
old  man  minded  no  worldly  thing,  but  was  fiiU  of  heav. 
enly  joy,  and  attentive  only  to  spiritual  concerns. 

His  successor,  who  had  been  his  colleague,  was  Rev. 
John  Brown.  He  was  born  near  Burlington,  New- 
Jersey,  in  1714,  but  was  brought  up  at  Frankfort,  near 
'  Philadelphia.  He  came  to  Pedee  about  the  time  the 
above-mentioned  Company  emigrated  hither,  where  he 
was  baptized  and  called  to  the  ministry,  and  where 
he  was  ordained,  May  7, 1750  ;  but  for  some  reasons  he 
continued  not  tong  in  the  care  of  the  church.      He 

*  lUvardt's  MS.  Hist  Sec  p.  19,  :io. 
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wezched  in  i^fierent  places  around,  until  his  death,  and 
for  aught  that  appears,  supported  a  diaracter  becomiDg 
his  profession. 

:  The  next  pastor  of  this  church  was  Rev.  Joshua  Ed- 
wards. He  was  born  Feb.  \*J03,  in  Pembrokeshire, 
South  Wales,  froin  which  place  he  emigrated  to  Welsh- 
Tract,  in  Delaware,  where  he  continued  almost  SO  years, 
and  then  removed  to  South-Carolina,  and  had  the  care 
of  this  church  about  six  years.  He  then  removed  to  Cash- 
away  (afterwards  called  Mount  Pleasant)  where  he  was 
invested  with  the  pastoral  office  three  years.  His  next 
remove  was  to  a  church  on  little  Pedee,  over  which  he 
presided  until  1768.  After  this,  he  did  not  engage  in 
the  pastoral  office  of  any  church,  but  continued  to  preach, 
9Dd  was  useful  till  his  death,  which  happened  Aug.  28, 
1784.  He  lived  to  see  his  posterity,  12  children,  88 
grand-children,  and  32  great-grand-children  ;  82  in  the 
wh<de.  His  son,  Abel  Edwards,  who  was  long  an  eS' 
teemed  and  highly  useful  deacon  of  the  Welsh-Neck 
church,  died  in  179S,  ^[ed  5^ 

Rev.  Robert  Williams  succeeded  Mr.  Edwards.  He 
was  bom  at  Northampton,  North-Carolina,  in  1717, 
and  was  ordained  at  Welsh-Neck  in  1752 ;  but  by  some 
means  he  continued  but  a  short  time  in  the  pastoral  of< 
%ot  here.  He  died  April  8th,  1788.  His  funeral  sermon 
WIS  preached  by  Rev.  Evan  Pugh,  who  gave  him  the 
ft^owing  character  :  <'  He  was  kind  to  tne  poor,  and 
remarkably  so  to  the  afflicted ;  a  man  of  excellent  natu- 
ral parts,  and  a  minister  who  preached  the  gospel  to  the 
edificaticm  and  comfort  of  souls,  as  many  have  testified 
to  me ;  and  to  crown  all,  a  sincere  Christian,"  &c.  Hon. 
David  R.  V^Uiams,  of  South-Carolina,  is  grandson  of 
this  veneraUe  divine,  and  the  only  son  of  Mr.  David 
Williams,  who  received  a  classical  education,  at  Charies- 
bm,  WW  a  very  useful  and  amiable  man,  and  died  at  the 
^e  of  86,  about  the  year  1775. 

,  llie  Wdsh-Neck  church  had,  for  its  next  pastor.  Rev. 
Nicholas  Bedg^rood,  who  was  born  at  lliombury,  Gkm- 
ceitersfaire,  EA^and.  Mr.  Bedg^ood  received  his  first 
serious  impressions  under  the  ministry  of  the  famous 
GefHTge  Whitefield.    He  CMDe  to  America  in  I75I,  and 
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WIS,  for  8ome  time}  Mr.  Whitefield's  agent  in  the  Or- 
phan House,  for  which  employ  he  was  vety  capable,  a* 
he  had  received  a  classical  education,  and  had,  in  hit 
yonnrer  days,  studied  the  law  three  years,  under  the 
direction  of  an  able  master  at  Bristol.  He  was  brought 
up  an  Episcopalian,  but  embraced  the  sentiments  of  xhi 
^ptists  a  fisw  years  after  he  came  to  America,  and  was 
baptized  at  Charleston,  by  Rev.  Oliver  Hart.  The 
means  of  determioing  Us  suspense  about  the  validity  of 
iniant  baptism,  was  a  sermon  of  Dr.  Watts,  intended  to 
establish  the  point.  He  concluded  that  the  Doctor  had 
said  the  best  that  could  be  said  on  the  subject }  and  if 
so,  he  saw  that  the  best  only  proves,  that  sprinkling  chil- 
dren is  an  unscriptural  practice.  He  was  ordained  in 
1759  i  and  after  officiating  for  a  short  time  as  an  assist- 
ant to  Mr.  Hart  in  Charleston,  he  removed  and  became 
the  pastor  of  this  church ;  and  it  was  here  that  the  mar- 
ri^e  took  place  for  which  he  was  disowned  by  the  Asso- 
ciation. A  number  of  our  ministering  brethren  iiroin 
England,  and  some  of  disdnguished  abilities,  have  acted 
a  similar  part  with  Mr.  Bedgiegood,  although  they  have 
not  all  shared  the  same  fate.  He  left  a  wife  in  Enghmd 
when  he  came  to  America,  and  after  he  had  been  pastor 
of  the  Welsh-Neck  church  a  number  of  years,  he  married 
another,  and  alleged  in  justification  of  his  conduct,  that 
his  first  wife  woiuid  not  come  after  him  to  America,  and 
that  he  had  been  informed  of  her  death  before  his  sec- 
ond marru^e.  His  brethren  were  by  no  means  satisfied 
with  this  statement,  but  requested  him  to  attoid  the 
AssodatioD,  and  give  them  a  more  fiiU  and  satisfactory 
explanation  <tf  his  conduct.  To  this  summons  he  did 
not  attend,  and  was,  therefore,  disowned.  In  this  sitoa- 
tion,  Mr.  Bedgegood  continued  until  his  death,  whidt 
happened  about  1774.  He  was  ao  accomplished  speaker, 
and  a  sermon  preached  before  a  Society  of  Planters  (the 
only  one  he  ever  published)  shows  him  to  have  been  a 
man  of  classick  learning  and  of  good  understanding. 
Notwithstanding  hu  being  disowned  by  the  Associa- 
tion, I  do  not  find  but  that  ne  had  the  care  of  this  church 
until  his  death. 

Mr.  Bedgegood  was  succeeded  in  the  pastoral  office 
by  the  famous  Elhanan  Winchester,  who  afterwards  be- 
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came  a  zealous  adTocate  for  the  doctrine  of  unirersat 
restoration.  He  continued  in  the  care  of  this  church 
four  or  five  years.  -Next  to  him  was  Mr.  Botsfbrd,  now 
of  Georgetown,  South-Carolina.  After  Mr.  Botsford's 
removal,  this  church  had  in  succession  David  Lilly, 
Frame  Woods,  and  Daniel  White.  Mr.  White  is  from 
Scotland,  but  has  lately  left  this  church,  and  it  ia  now 
destitute  of  a  pastor. 

The  Welsh-Neck  church  is  the  oldest  in  this  part  of 
the  State,  and  has  been  the  mother  of  a  number  of  others. 
Cashaway,  now  called  Mount  Pleasant,  Cape-Fear  in 
North-Carolina,  Lynch's  Creek,  Mars  Bluff,  and  Cheraw 
Hill,  and  probably  some  others  originated  from  it.  Some 
of  these  churches  are  now  extinct.  The  late  Dt.  Smith, 
of  Haverhill,  Massachusetts,  spent  a  year  with  the  church 
which  was  then  called  Cashaway. 

Having  related  the  history  of  these  old  churches,  of 
which  the  Charleston  Association  was  at  first  composed, 
we  shall  now  go  back  to  the  organization  of  that  body, 
and  give  a  history  of  its  prc^ess  from  its  first  formation 
to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Wood  Furman,  of  Charleston,  South'Carolina, 
son  of  Dr.  Furman,  has  lately  published,  in  a  very  hand> 
some  style,  a  I2mo.  vol.  entitled,  *'  A  History  of  the 
Charleston  Association,"  from  which  many  of  the  fore- 
going articles  have  been  selected,  and  from  which  the 
following  narrative  is  transcribed. 

Mr.  Hart,  who  was  now  the  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Charleston,  had  seen,  in  the  Philadelphia  Association,  the 
happy  consequences  of  union  and  stated  intercourse 
among  churches  maintaining  the  same  ^th  and  order. 
To  accomplish  similar  purposes,  an  union  of  the  four 
churches  before  mentioned  was  contemplated  and  agreed 
on.  Accordingly  on  the  21st  of  October,  1751,  delegates 
from  Ashley-nver  and  Welsh-Neck  met  those  of  Charles- 
ton in  the  sud  city.  The  messengers  from  Ewhaw 
were  prevented  from  attending.  It  was  agreed  that  an 
annual  meeting  should  thenceforward  be  holden  on  S^. 
urday  preceding  the  second  Sabbath  of  November,  to 
consist  of  the  ministers  and  messengers  of  the  several 
churches  ;  that  the  two  first  days  should  be  em[rioyed  in 
pubUck  worship,  and  a  sermon  introductory  to  business 
preached  on  the  Monday  following,  at  10  o'clock. 
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The  olnect  of  the  union  was  declared  to  be  the  pro- 
motion or  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  by  the  maintenance 
of  love  and  fellowship,  and  by  mutual  consultations  for 
the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  churches.  The  independ- 
ency of  the  churches  was  asserted,  and  the  powers  of 
the  Association  restricted  to  a  council  of  advice.  It 
was  agreed  to  meet  again  in  Charleston,  November,  1752. 
At  that  time  the  delegates  from  Ewhaw  attended,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  first  meeting  were  ratified.  The 
instrument  ofunion  bears  the  following  signatures  :  John 
Stephens,  Oliver  Hart,  Francis  Pelot,  John  Brown,  Josh- 
MA  Edwards,  ministers ;  James  Fowler,  William  Screven, 
Richard  Bedon,  Charles  Barker,  Benjamin  Fanninter, 
Thomas  Harrison,  Philip  Douglas,  and  John  Mikell, 
mttsengera. 

The  Association  thus  formed,  held  its  meetings  for 
a  number  of  years  at  the  place  of  its  organization,  and 
hence  took  the  name  of  the  "  Charleston  Association." 

In  nss,  the  Association,  taking  into  consideration  the 
destitute  condition  of  many  places  In  the  tnteriour  setde- 
ments  of  thb  and  the  neighbouring  States,  (then  prov- 
inces) recommended  to  the  churches  to  make  contribu- 
tions for  the  support  of  a  missionary  to  itinerate  in  those 
parts.  Mr.  Hart  was  authorized  and  requested,  provided 
a  sufficient  sum  should  be  raised,  to  procure,  if  possible, 
a  suitable  person  for  the  purpose.  With  this  view  he 
visited  Pennsylvania  and  New- Jersey  in  the  following 
year,  and  prevuled  with  Rev.  John  Gano  to  undertake 
the  service,  who  attended  the  annual  meeting,  and  was 
cordially  received.  The  Association  requested  Mr.  Gano 
to  visit  the  Tadkin  settlement  in  North-Carolina  first, 
and  afterwards  to  bestow  his  labours  wherever  Provi- 
dence should  appear  to  direct.  He  devoted  himself  to 
the  work :  it  aforded  ample  scope  for  his  distinguished 
piety,  eloquence  and  fortitude  ;  and  his  ministnuions 
were  crowned  with  remaricable  success.  Many  embraced 
and  professed  the  gospel.  The  following  year  he  receiv- 
ed from  the  Association  a  letter  of  thanks  for  his  faith- 
fuhiess  and  industry  in  the  mission.  At  the  same  time, 
the  expediency  of  raising  a  fund  to  furnish  suitable  can* 
didates  for  the  ministry  with  a  competent  share  of  learn- 
iDg,  was  taken  into  consideruton  j   and  it  wat  recom* 
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mended  to  the  churches  generally  to  colka  money  for 
the  purpose.  The  memberB  present  engaged,  in  behalf 
of  their  constituents,  to  furnish  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  pounds  to  begin  the  fund  ;  and  Messrs.  Stephens, 
Hart,  and  Felot  were  chosen  trustees.  In  1759,  Mr. 
Evan  Pugh  was  fH-oposed  by  Mr.  Gano  as  a  candidate 
for  the  ministry.  He  was  examined,  approved,  and  put 
On  a  course  of  studies.  liaving  gone  tfarou^  them,  he 
preached  before  the  Assodatiou  in  176S  with  acceptance, 
and  was  soon  after  ordained. 

The  general  contribution  from  the  churches  was  not 
so  great  as  was  wished.  But  a  society  instituted  in 
Charleston  in  1755,  which  was  called  the  "Religious 
Society,"  and  flourished  many  years,  was  highly  useful 
in  aiding  the  Assodation  in  its  benevolent  design.  Sev- 
eral young  men  were  furnished  by  it  with  the  means  ^ 
ptirsuing  studies  preparatory  to  the  ministry.  Of  this 
number  were  Messrs.  Samuel  Stillman  and  Edmund 
Botsford,  both  from  the  church  in  Charleston.  The 
former  was  ordained  there  February  26,  1759,  and  in 
1807  finished  at  Boston  a  long  life,  distinguished  by  fer- 
vent piety,  shining  talents,  and  eminent  usefulness.  Hie 
latter  survives  as  the  venerable  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Georgetown. 

In  1 763,  Rev.  Hezekiah  Smith,  from  New-Jersey,  was 
ordained  at  Pedee  by  the  assbtance  of  several  ministers 
of  this  body,  and  resided  there  a  year,  supplying  the 
Cashaway  church,  and  vi^ting  those  adjacent. 

In  1767,  the  Association  having  previously  called  the 
serious  attention  of  the  churches  to  the  subject,  formally 
adopted  the  confession  of  faith,  published  by  the  London 
Assembly  of  1689.  This  had  been  previously  held  by 
the  churches  in  their  individual  capacities,  particulaily 
that  of  Charleston,  from  the  beginnmg  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  The  church  at  Ashley-river  adopted  it  March 
18,  1737.  Messrs.  Hart  and  Felot  were  appointed  to 
<kaw  up  a  system  of  discipline  agreeable  to  Soipture,  to 
be  used  by  the  churches.  This  they  l»^3ught  forward 
in  1778,  and  Rev,  Morgan  Edwards  and  Mr.  David  Wil- 
liams were  requested  to  assist  the  compilers  io  revisii^  it. 
In  177S,  it  was  examined  by  the  Association,  and  adt^t- 
ed.  That  and  the  confession  fA  ^th  were  printed  under 
the  inspection  of  Mr.  Hart. 
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Sevend  churches  in  Nortfa-CaroliDa  having  joined  the 
Assodation.in  1758,  it  was  determined,  for  their  accom- 
modation, that  an  annual  meeting  of  ministers,  belong* 
ing  to  this  body,  should  be  holden  at  Pedee  in  the  spring ; 
the  object  of  which,  besides  preaching,  was  to  consider  of 
the  general  concerns,  and  particularly  of  those  in  North- 
Carolina  ;  their  proceedings,  however,  subject  to  reTisi<»i 
by  the  more  general  delegation  at  Charleston.  In  1760} 
five  other  churches  in  North-Carolina,  viz.  Great  Ko> 
harah,  Tishing-creek,  Tosniot,  and  two  on  Tar-river, 
joined  the  confederacy,  but  soon  withdrew. 

Several  churches  of  the  Separate  Baptists  were  form- 
ed in  the  new  settlements  of  South-Carolina  about  1760. 
One  of  them  utuated  on  Broad-river,  sent  a  letter  by 
their  minister,  Philip  Mulkey,  to  the  Assodation,  in  1 76!f, 
stating  several  queries,  which  Mr.  Hart  was  appointed 
to  answer.  An  union  with  this  people  was  thought  de> 
uraUe,  and  Messrs.  Hart  and  Pugh  were  delegated  tO 
attend  one  of  their  general  meetings  in  North-Carolina^  . 
and  endeavour  to  e&ct  it.  In  1773,  Rev.  Daniel  Mar^ 
shall,  Joseph  Reese,  and  Samuel  Newton,  commissioners 
appointed  by  a  general  meeting  of  the  Separates  held  at 
the  Congaree,  attended  at  Charleston  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. The  Assodation  testified  their  desire  of  union  by 
proposing  liberal  terms,  which  allowed  their  brethren 
the  observance  of  their  peculiarities,  reserving  to  them- 
selves the  right  of  friendly  discussion  on  the  points  of  dif- 
ference. But  the  Separates  would  be  satisfied  with  noth- 
ing short  of  the  Regulars  coming  fully  into  their  views. 
So  the  deurable  object  was  not  then  accomplished. 

In  1772,  a  correspondence  was  begun  with  the  Phflgi- 
delphia  Association,  by  means  of  the  Rev.  Morgan  Ed- 
wards, one  of  their  ministers,  who  was  present. 

In  l77S,the  first  regular  and  full  account  of  additions 
and  other  alterations  in  the  churches  was  taken.  Their 
number  q§  churches  was  then  reduced  to  8,  which  con- 
tained 390  members.  Mr.  Gano  attended- as  messenger 
from  the  Philadelphia  Assodation  in  1774.  He.^utd 
Messrs.  Hart  and  Pelot,  by  appointment  of  the  Charlestim 
Assodation,  addressed  the  Baptist  Assodations  through- 
out America,  in  favour  of  a  plan  of  contribution,  for  aug- 
menting the  funds  of  Rhode-Island  College,  Meson. 
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"Ban  and  WUfiams  we're  nominated  to  recave  contriba- 
tkms  for  that  Institution,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to 
Ct^.  Job  Benoet*  in  Newport.  In  1775ta  correqKiad- 
ence  was  begun  with  the  Warren  and  Ketocl^on  Asso- 
ciations. The  churches  were  urged  to  contribute  for  the 
relief  of  their  brethren  in  Massachussetts,  suiFering  from 
retf  rictions  on  their  religious  iiberties  \  and  the  money 
which  should  be  rused,  was  directed  to  be  sent  to  tiw 
care  of  Rev.  Isaac  Backus. 

There  was  no  meeting  in  1776,  on  account  of  the  un- 
settled state  of  the  countrf,  threatened  with  invasion. 
From  the  first  formation  of  the  Association,  particular 
days  had  been  frequently  set  apart  for  faumiliation  and 
prayer,  or  for  thanks^ving  and  praise.  In  2777,  four 
were  appointed  for  these  purposes,  both  on  account  of 
the  situation  of  publick  affairs,  and  the  state  of  relmon.  ' 
At  the  same  tine  the  Association  expressed  their  hear- 
ty approbation  of  the  American  measures.  In  1778» 
the  time  of  meeting,  which  ten  years  before  had  been 
changed  Co  February,  was  restored  to  the  original  seasmi. 

For  a  number  of  years  after  the  Association  began, 
rdigicHi  flourished  among  the  churches  in  a  remarkable 
manner.  Much  happiness  and  harmony  prevailed,  and 
annual  additions  were  made.  But  in  1765,  and  some 
follovnng  years,  a  great  declension  was  complained  ofl 
Not  lone  after,  several  nnhwpy  drcumetances  took 
place,  wnich  pained  the  real  mends  of  Christianity. 
Two  ministers,  Stephens*  and  fiedgegood,t  who  had 
been  in  high  repute,  were  disowned ;  the  first  for  drunk- 
enness,  the  last  for  polygamy.  Aboat  1777,  a  revival 
commenced,  several  new  churches  joined  the  union,  and 
considerable  additions  were  made  by  baptism. 

In  17  7^^,  a  standing  committee  was  chosen  to  transact 
huuness  of  emergency  during  the  recess  of  the  Assoda. 
tton: ;  particularly  to  treat  with  government  on  behalf 
of  the  diurches ;  to  correspond  with  other  Assodadons ; 
to  detect  impostors,  and  recommend  travelling  ministen 
bf  good  character.     Messrs.  Hart,  Pugh,  Botsford,  Fur- 

fc  Mr.  Steplietis  pnTessed  and  was  believed  to  be  penitent  befote  bti  desfli. 
Wd  wu  vdndum  agaih  to  preach. 

t  See  U»  tuosrapby  h  die  htttory  of  Ow  WeUi-Keck  Gbnrch. 
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man,  and  Cowan,  were  tbe  committee  nomioatcd.  B^ 
the  State  Constitution  established  in  South-Cardina, 
during  the  revolution,  tiie  different  denominations  were 
put  on  a  footing,  and  incoiporation  was  allowed  to  in* 
dtvidua!  churches,  on  ap^hcatioD  to  the  Legislature, 
The  Association  advised  those  in  its  connexion  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  privilege,  which  gave  them  the  legal 
right  of  holding  and  recovering  property.  Several  ac- 
cordingly made  api^cation,  and  obtained  it. 

South-Carolina  soon  beccHning  the  theatre  c^  war, 
churches  were  scattered,  and  their  intercourse  suspended.' 
Several  ministers,  who  had  been  the  active  friends  of  tha 
revolution,  retired  for  safety  to  neighbouring  or  distant 
States.  Mr.  Hart,  who  had  acted  so  conspicuous  and  im- 
portant a  part  in  the  concerns  of  this  body,  removed  with 
nis  family  to  New-Jersey. 

In  i78»,  a  meeting  of  the  Assodatioa  was  held  at 
Welsh-Nedc  Ministers  wd-e  appointed  to  visit  desiituto 
churches.  The  7th  of  November  was  set  apart  as  a  day 
of  thanksgiving,  for  the  interpositions  of  Providence  iU 
favour  of  America. 

In  1783,  the  standing  committee  was  revived,  consist' 
ing  of  Messrs.  Pugh,  Botsford,  and  Furman.  Three  years 
after,  the  same  nomination  took  place,  with  the  addition 
of  Messrs.  Cook,  Lewis,  and  Holcombe.  A  faithful  and 
useful  minister,  Rev.  Timothy  Dargan,  haring  died  in 
this  year,  the  Association  dedared  their  ''  high  sense  c^ 
the  worth  of  that  eminent  servant  of  Christ,  and  their 
concern  to  have  the  memory  of  his  ambUe  life  and  vir- 
tnes  perpetuated." 

In  1785,  Rev.  Silas  Mercer  and  Peter  Sorith  appeared 
ai  messengers  from  the  Georgia  Assodadon,  lately  form- 
ed,  and  were  cordially  received.  A  correspondence  with 
thu  Assodation  was  introduced. 

In  ]  786,  Rev.  Joseph  Cook  was  dedred  to  men  a  cor- 
respondence with  the  Kent  and  Sussex  Association,  in 
England,  on  behalf  of  this  body.  The  Circular  Address 
of  this  year  contains  the  following  exhortations  :  **  It  is 
mir  ardent  desire  that  the  members  of  otir  churdies  be 
well  established  in  the  evidence  as  wdl  as  the  necessity 
and  importance  of  Chnstianity ;  and  that  di«  reasona- 
bleness and  consistency  of  its  (articular  doctrines  be  wdl 
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uaderstood.    We  Tecommend,  therefore,  that  a    thirst 
isxi  divine  knowledge,  together  with  a  laudable  desire  to 
excel  in  every  grace  and  virtue,  be  entertained  in  all  your 
breasts.     Fay  particular  attention  to  the  education    of 
your  children  with  this  view ;   and  where  it  has  pdeased 
God  to  call  any  of  his  young  servants  to  the  work  of  tlie 
ministry,  let  the  churches  be  careful  to  introduce   them 
in  the  line  of  study  and  improvement  ;  and  make  suitable 
exertions  to  furnish  them  with  the  necessary  means  Usr 
this  end.    We  have  for  several  years  given  intimatioa 
of  our  concern,  that  the  representation  c^  churches  in 
\A8sociation  has  not  been  better  supported,  and  we  are 
sorry  to  observe,  that  this  has  not  had.  the  desired  eSaCt. 
"  Permit  us  now  to  entreat  you  by  all  the  arguments  whidi 
ariae  from  the  love  of  Christ,  and  that  dear  uniting  af- 
faction,  by  which  his  saints  are  bound  together  ;    by  tlie 
support,  honour,  and  advantage  which  the  church  en- 
joys from  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  her  union,  and 
the  tendency  it  has  to  promote  the  divine  honour  ;  that 
it  may  be  attended  to,  not  as  a  matter  depending  on 
convenience,  but  as  of  sacred  and  religious  regard.     Let 
each  diurch  extend  its  views  beyond  its  own  particular 
interests,  to  the  happiness  of  churches  abroad,  and  the 
general  spread  of  the  gospel ;   and  it  will  be  impossible 
to  indulge  a  backwardness  therein."    In  the  same  letter 
they  express  their  joy  at  the  introduction  of  several  prom- 
ising young  men  into  the  ministry,  and  at  the  success  cA 
the  gospel  in  Great-Britun,  and  in  different  parts  of 
jfitmerica.    The  expediency  of  applying  for  incorporation 
was  considered  and  agreed  on.    In  1787,  a  covenant 
with   this   view   was  drawn    up   and  signed,  and   a 
committee  appointed  to  petition  the  Legislature.    A 
meeting  suffidently  numerous  was,  however,  not  ob- 
tuned  during  the  recess  ;  and  at  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing, some  members  doubting  the  propriety  oi  the  mng- 
vre,  it  was  relinquished.    A  few  years  after,  the  object 
was  obtained  in  a  different  form,  and  to  general  suis- 
Action. 

In  1789,  the  Bethel  Association,  newly  formed  in  the 
northwestern  parts  of  the  State,  and  consisting  of  l€ 
chorcbea,  was  represented  by  the  Rev.  James  Fowler. 
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A  correspondence  was  commenced,  and  in  consequence 
of  a  motion  to  that  effect,  made  by  Mr.  Fowler,  a  pro- 
posal was  made  from  the  Charleston  Association  to  unite 
the  two  bodies ;  but  on  account  of  some  inconveniences, 
apprehended  by  the  Bethel,  it  &iled  of  accomplishment. 
Letters  and  breviates  of  English  Associations  were  re- 
cdved,  and  distributed  to  the  churches,  and  recommend- 
ed to  their  perusal. 

The  object  of  having  a  respectable  and  permanent 
fund  established  for  the  education  of  pious  young  men, 
crandidates  for  the  ministry,  having  been  seriously  con- 
templated and  earnestly  wished  by  several  members  d 
the  Association,  it  was  this  year  taken  up,  and  particu- 
larly recommended  to  the  churches.  At  the  following 
meeting  a  draft  of  a  plan  for  the  purpose  was  brought 
forward  by  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Furman, 
S.  Mercer,  Mosely,  and  Holcombe,  and  adt^ted  by  the 
Association.  By  this  it  was  proposed.  That  a  sermon 
thould  be  preached  annually  in  each  church,  followed 
by  a  collection.  2d.  That  delegates,  one  A'om  each 
church,  should  meet  at  the  same  time  and  place  with 
the  Association,  whose  business  it  should  be  to  ezanoinc 
candidates  for  the  assistance  of  the  churches,  and  to  make 
applicadon  of  the  fiind.  The  Circular  Letter,  drawn  up 
fay  Mr,  Holcombe,  urges  the  hearty  adoption  of  this  plan. 
After  recounting  the  disadvantages  the  Baptist  denomi- 
nation had  sustained  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  but 
especially  in  the  interiour  parts  of  America,  from  the  neg- 
lect of  learning,  it  proceeds — "  We  hope,  therefore, 
brethren,  that  the  consideration  of  diffusing  useful 
knowledge,  of  capacitating  your  ministers  to  acquit 
themselves  with  propriety  and  dignity  in  the  important 
duties  of  their  functions ;  of  adorning  the  Christian  pro- 
fession, increasing  the  respectability  of  our  order,  and 
above  all,  glorifying  our  Royal  Master,  will  engage  you 
to  make  the  necessary  exertions  for  completing  the  pro- 
posed design,  so  manifestly  tending  to  answer  such  truly 
Ltudable  purposes.  The  laws  of  reason  and  religion  re- 
quire it  at  your  hands.  We  not  only  see,  but  feel  the 
necessity  of  it,  and  beseech  you,  by  your  obligations  to 
^omote  the  Redeemer's  honour,  and  your  tender  regards 
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for  the  proeperity  of  Zion,  to  make  it  a  matter  of  serious 
and  religious  concern.**' 

Id  tfaiti  year  died  Rev.  Joseph  Cook  \  and  the  Assod- 
ation  paid  a  tribute  of  afiection  and  re^d  to  his  mem< 
ory,  as  **  a  faithful  servant  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  an  able 
minister  of  the  New  Testament." 

In  1791,  Mr.  Furman  having,  at  the  request  of  the 
Assodation,  published  his  sermon  preached  before  them 
in  178U,  presented  them  with  fifty  copies  of  the  same, 
and  received  the  thanks  of  the  body.  The  committee 
for  the  Education  Fund  reported,  *'  Hiat  they  had  a 
lystem  of  rules  under  consideration,  though  not  ftilly 
matured ;  that  they  had  agreed,  when  the  rules  were 
completed,  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  incorporation  ; 
and  that  they  conceived  it  might  be  proper  to  invest  the 
committee  with  power  to  recover  and  take  into  thdr 
possession  any  glebes  or  other  property  belonging  to 
churches  in  ttuH  connexion,  which  either  are  or  may 
become  extinct,  vhen  liable  to  revert  to  the  public,  or 
become  private  property,  and  apply  the  same  to  the  in< 
teresta  of  the  union.**  Tlu  Associati(Hi,  after  receiving 
and  considering  this  report,  unanimously  approved  the 
plan  of  enlarging  the  powers  of  the  committee,  and  of 
Its  obtaining  incorporation.  They  further  agreed  that 
due  care  ought  to  be  taken,  that  the  business  and  powers 
<tf  the  committee  be  fully  defined,  and  that  they  might 
not  interfere  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  churdnes 
as  independent  bodies,  m  things  either  spiritiud  or  tem< 
poral. 

In  179S,  the  attention  of  the  churdies  was  called  to 
"the  threatening  and  warning  dispensations  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  declension  of  religion  •"  and  the  third  Wed- 
nesday of  December  was  appointed  as  a  day  of  soiemn 
festing  and  prayer,  to  implore  the  mercy  of  God  on  the 
churches  and  the  country  at  large  ;  to  pray  for  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  United  States ;  for  a  general  refor- 

_  *  Though  the  plan  for  rainnj;  and  supportbg  a  fimd  (br  the  purposes  men- 
tionefl,  was  adopted  unanitnoiisly  by  the  oel<-pnes  assembled,  it  niet  with  q>- 
poikicvi  in  several  of  the  churcliet,  to  that,  at  aubsequcnt  meetings  of  the  A^ 
■oci-ttinn,  objecljiiiis  were  •-aised  against  it,  wliich,  tlioig^  answered  and  gen- 
ttaX'.y  5i\-en  up  in  tliat  bcniy,  hv  these  who  ptt^wsed  them,  sppcnred  to  be  re- 
tained bv  the  (liasatlified  churches ;  as  they  either  withlield  their  aid  altngetlwr, 
or  c«nuibuted  very  iiartially  toward  the  fund. 
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motion  amoDg  the  peopte*  and  for  the  direction  and  pre»' 
ervation  of  the  government ;  also,  for  a  sanctified  use  of 
the  afflicting  dispensations  of  I^ovidence,  particularly 
that  by  which  Philadelphia  had  been  recently  visited.* 
Contributions  had  been  made  for  reprinting  the  Con- 
£ession  of  Faith,  Church  Discipline,  ^d  Catechism  ;  but 
not  being  fully  adequate  to  the  object,  Mr.  Furman 
was  requested  to  have  the  Discipline  put  to  the  press 
immediately,  and  to  import  the  rest.  Accordingly  lOOO 
copies  of  the  Catechism,  and  SOO  of  the  Confession  of 
Futh  were  imported,  and  2000  of  the  Discipline  printed* 
-  In  ]  7!:>4,  to  accommodate  some  of  the  southern  churches, 
it  was  proposed  to  have  two  meetings  in  a  year  ;  and  one 
by  way  of  e^eriment  was  appointed  to  be  holden  the 
ensuing  May  at  Ewhaw.  Delegates  from  Charleston^ 
£«haw,  Coosawhatchie,  Hpe-Creek,  and  filack  Swamp, 
attended.  They  concluded  that  the  plan  of  holding  two 
meetings  in  the  year  was  impracticable,  and  recommend- 
ed instead  of  it,  that  the  annual  meeting  should  be  held 
in  the  northern  and  southern  parts  alternately.  This  rec- 
ommendation was  afterwards  complied  with.  They  al- 
so took  into  consideration  the  General  Concert  of  Prayer, 
proposed  to  be  holden  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January, 
April,  July,  and  October  ;  the  object  of  it  being  to  unite 
with  a  number  of  good  men  of  mfTerent  denominations, 
at  home  and  abroad,  for  "  the  revival  of  religion  among 
Christians}  the  prcqngation  and  success  of  the  gOEpd 
among  the  heathen,  and  the  conversioii  of  the  Jews  to 
Christianity."  The  observance  of  this  Concert  was 
earnestly  recommended,  and  the  recommendation  re- 
newed from  year  to  year.  The  Circular  Letter  of  1 795 
contains  the  following  admonitions  :  "  The  situation  of 
the  church  calls  for  deep  humiliation  before  God,  serious 
concern  respecting  the  state  of  our  souls,  vigorous  exer- 
tions in  the  cause  of  God, and  diligent  use  of  the  appoint- 
ed means  of  grace.  In  vain  do  we  acknowledge  our 
imperfections,  or  professedly  lament  our  leanness,  if  our 
hearts  are  not  ^ected.  And  what  blessings  can  we 
reasonably  expect,  vHiile  the  rational  and  most  prc^r 
means,  whidi  God  has  put  within  our  power,  and  to 

•  In  tlib  )'eat  thb  ciq'  wa«  fir«  visited  with  ihe  yellow  fever. 
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which  his  word  directs,  are  neglected  ?  Pemitt  us,  dear 
brethren,  to  surest  our  £ears,  that  the  duties  of  the 
closet  and  the  mscipUne  of  the  heart,  are  awfuUr  neg- 
lected in  the  present  day.  We  fear  the  nen^  of  even 
those  who  have  made  the  most  serious  profession,  are 
too  much  limited  to  the  present  life.  Have  we  not  al- 
most forgot  to  consider  ourselves  as  strangers  and  {»!• 
grims  on  the  earth  ?  Is  not  the  spirit  of  ambition, 
pride,  and  covetousness  prevalent  to  a  high  degree  i 
Who  are  they  that  feel  anxiously  concerned  for  the 
things  which  are  Jesus  Christ's  ?  Who  burn  with  zeal 
for  the  honour  of  Jehovah ;  mourn  for  the  abomina* 
tloDs  of  the  land ;  and  feel  bowels  of  compassion  for 
perishing  and  immortal  souls?  Has  not  the  gracious 
and  holy  Spirit  of  God,  the  Comforter,  been  grieved  by 
our  untender  walk,  by  our  unbelief,  ingratitude,  for- 
mality, and  neglect  or  abuse  of  our  privileges  f  Have 
not  the  solemn  meetings  for  prtyer,  repeatedly  recom- 
mended, been  either  shamefiiUy  neglected,  or  attended 
with  a  coldness  and  tndiffisrence  unbecoming  those  who 
profess  to  know  Jesus  Christ,  or  to  believe  the  awfiil 
realities  of  eternity  i  Rouse,  brethren,  from  your  leth- 
argy ;  reason,  interest,  obligation  call ;  judgments  threat- 
en i  mercies  invite  ;  all  that  is  sacred  to  the  heart  of  a 
rational  immortal  creature,  requires  your  activity,  se- 
riousness, and  diligence,  in  the  cause  of  your  God  and 
Redeemer.  Render  to  Jehovah  his  unquestionable  and 
too  long  detained  due.  and  prove  him  herewith,  if  he 
will  not  pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that  there  even  shall  not 
be  room  sufficient  to  receive  it.'* 

In  1797,  a  letter  was  received  iirom  Mr.  John  M.  Rob> 
erts,  expressing  gratitude  for  the  assistance  afforded  him 
in  obtdning  education  for  the  ministry ;  and  his  ^'  firm 
determination  to  use  his  best  exertions  to  obtain  every 
suitable  qualification,  and  to  devote  himself  to  the  great 
work  i"  which  gave  much  satis&ction. 

Rev.  Gabriel  Gerald,  a  member  of  the  church  at  the 
High- Hills  of  Santee,  having  advanced  sentiments  subver- 
sive of  the  Christian  Sabbath,  and  a  difficulty  existing  be- 
tween him  and  the  church  in  consequence  of  the  8ame» 
the  Association  was  applied  to.  Mr.  Gerald  then  publish* 
ed  a  pamphlet  in  defence  of  his  opinions  and  practice.  At 


Mr.  Gerald  ceniQred,  14>5 

the  request  of  the  Astodadmi,  a  letter  was  written  in  an- 
swer to  his  publication,  with  a  view  to  convince  him  erf 
the  obligation  to  observe  the  Sabbath,  and  to  reclaim 
him  from  what  appeared  a  dangerous  error ;  but  it  proved 
inefiectual.  The  church  put  Mr.  Gerald  under  censure^ 
and  he  appealed  to  the  Association,  complaining  of  un- 
foir  treatment.  A  letter  was  also  received  irom  thii 
church,  requesting  assistance.  Messrs.  FurmaUj  Bots- 
ford,  and  Fowler,  were  appointed  a  committee  cm  behalf 
of  the  Association,  to  meet  both  parties^  Next  year  thC 
committee  reported,  that  according  to  their  judgment^  . 
some  erf  the  church's  proceedings  had  been  irregular ;  but 
that  they  had  just  cause  of  dissatisfaction  with  Mr.  Ge- 
rald, both  on  account  of  bis  principle  and  conduct ;  that 
a  liberal  plan  of  reconciliation,  proposed  by  the  commit* 
tee,  had  been  rejected  by  him,  and  that  be  persisted  ifl 
the  sentiment  and  conduct  he  had  defended  from  th6 
pulpit  and  the  press.  He  died  soon  after^  without  having 
recanted  his  sentiments. 

In  1800,  the  proposition  of  the  Philadelphia  Assoda- 
tioi),  to  establish  a  general  conference  of  the  Baptist  As- 
todatkms  throughout  the  United  States,  was  taken  into 
consideration,  and  it  was  voted,  that  **  if  a  well-digested 
plan  should  be  devised  for  such  a  coaHtion,  in  which  the 
proper  objects  were  deafly  pointed  out,  with  suitable 
measures  to  attain  them,  and  the  danger  of  perversion 
■nd  abuse  weH  guarded  against,  and  ifa  general  concur- 
rence in  the  undertaking  should  be  obtained  of  the 
churches  in  the  United  States,  this  Association  are  dis- 
posed to  give  it  their  support."  In  the  same  year, 
the  Association  recommended  to  churches  destitute  of 
pastors,  to  endeavour  to  support  pubKck  worship  by  en-> 
gaging  some  of  their  members  to  read  sermons,  and  take 
a  lead  in  prayer. 

In  1801 ,  they  petitioned  the  Legislature  fbt  an  amend* 
nent  of  the  lanv,  passed  the  preceding  year,  imposing 
restrictions  on  religious  meetings,  so  far  as  respects  per- 
sons of  colour.  The  petition  was  renewed  the  next 
year,  and  attended  with  a  degree  of  success.  The  thanks 
of  the  AasociatTon  were  returned  to  General  Charles 
Cotesworth  Knckney,  Major  Thomas  Ilnckney,  and 
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Henry  William  Desaussure,  Eeq.  for  tfaeir  pztriotick  ex- 
ertions in  its  behalf. 

In  180'^,  provision  was  made  for  the  employment  of  a 
missionary  to  travel  and  preach  in  destitute  places.  The 
ot^ect  failed  of  accomplishment  for  the  want  of  a  suita- 
ble person  to  undertake  it.  A  mission,  however,  to  the 
Catawba  Indians,  which  had  for  some  time  been  contem- 
plated, was  now  commenced.  Kev.  John  Rooker  was 
engaged  for  a  year  to  preach  to  them,  at  least  once  a 
month,  and  to  consult  the  chiefs  and  other  persons  of 
influence,  on  their  disposition  to  have  a  school  founded 
among  them.  Mr.  Rooker  at  the  next  meeting  reported, 
that  "  the  Indians  bad  given  him  a  very  favourable  recep- 
tion y  were  much  pleased  with  the  attention  the  Assoda" 
.tfon  had  shown  by  appointing  a  missionary  to  them  ;  had 
attended  very  seriously  to  his  preaching,  and  irom  the 
first  expressed  an  earnest  desire  that  a  school  might  be 
established  among  them  for  the  instruction  of^  their 
youth :  also,  that  there  appeared  the  beginning  of  a  work 
.of  grace  among  the  white  people,  who  attended  on  his 
preaching  when  ministering  to  the  Indians  ;  and  that  he 
.was  in  hopes  the  Indians  would  share  in  the  Uessing." 
It  was,  in  consequence,  determined  to  continue  the  mis- 
sion, and  Mr.  Rooker  was  authorized  to  employ  a  teacher 
to  instnict  the  youth  in  the  common  branches  of  educa- 
tion^  and  the  principles  of  Christianity.  A  school  was 
accordingly  established,  and  has  been  continued.  Sam- 
ples of  writing  done  by  the  Indian  youth,  have  been 
exhibited  from  year  to  year,  evincing  considerable  pro- 
ficiency, letters  also  have  been  repeatedly  received  from 
the  chiefs  of  the  nation,  requesting  a  continuance  of  the 
mission  and  school.  At  the  meeting  of  1806,  Robert 
Marsh,  an  Indian  of  the  Pomunky  tribe,  living  with  the 
Catawbas,  and  a  licensed  preacher,  was  present,  and 
preached  with  acceptance  to  a  large  and  affected  audience. 

Dr.  Ramsay,  in  his  history  of  South-Carolina,  lately 
published,  hath  in  a  note  inserted  the  following  obser- 
vations on  this  subject :  "  It  is  truly  honourable  to  Ac 
Baptists,  that  they  have  done  so  much  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Indians  ;  and  it  is  lamentable  that  the  State 
has  done  so  little.  The  Catawba  Indians  have,  fbr  a  Icmg 
time,  been  friendly,  and  have  lived  among,  or  rather 
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been  surrounded  by  white  people,  and  yet  no  one  effort 
has  been  made  by  the  State  for  the  dvilization  and  in- 
struction of  this  tribe,  nor  of  any  of  the  Indians.  A 
century  and  half  has  not  passed  away,  since  this  people 
were  the  sole  possessors  of  the  whole  of  this  extensive 
and  beautiftil  country ;  but  these  former  lords  of  the 
s<m1  have  been  driven  from  river  to  river— from  forest 
to  forest — rolled  back  nation  upon  nation,  till  they  are 
fugitives,  vagrants,  and  strangers  in  their  own  land. 
Carolinians !  cherish  the  few  that  remain,  and  prevent 
their  cursing  the  day  that  white  men  landed  in  the 
country  of  their  forefathers."* 

In  1 803,  Dr.  Furman,  Mr.  Botsford,  and  Mr.  Roberts, 
were  appointed  a  committee  of  correspondence,  and  in 
particular  to  correspond  with  the  committee  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia Association,  to  aid  their  design  of  publbhing 
general  religious  information. 

Thb  year  died  the  Rev.  Evan  Pugh  ;  on  which  ccca- 
uon  the  Association  thought  it  incumbent  on  them  to 
express  their  high  sense  of  his  **  eminent  abilities  and 
worth,  as  a  man,  a  scholar,  a  Christian,  and  a  divine." 
Rev.  Aaron  Tison,  David  Owen,  and  Jeremiah  Rhame, 
*'  three  zealous  and  much  approved  preachers  of  the  gos- 
pel," died  in  1805;  and  in  1806,  Rev.  Lewis  Colhns, 
'*  an  aged  and  faithful  minister,  eminent  for  his  piety, 
and  useful  in  his  day." 

In  1804,  the  Assodation  petitioned  the  Legislature  for 
1  law  to  abolish  the  practice  of  duelling. 

In  1808,  Dr.  Samuel  Jones,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented 
the  Association  with  150  copies  of  his  Century  Sermon, 
preached  before  the  Philadelphia  Association,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  uses  of  the  Education  Fund ;  and  a  vote  was 
passed  expressing  gratitude  for  this  instance  of  hU  lib- 
erality. 

A  motion  was  made  this  year  to  have  the  Association 
Sermon  in  future  preached  on  the  Saturday  of  the  an- 

*  "  Tlie  Cataviba  Lidiaju  are  a  small  tribe,  who  have  one  town  called  Ca- 
tawba, Mtuateci  on  the  CaUwla  river,  north  lat.  M"  Aff,  on  the  bouiidaiy  line 
faetwecD  North  and  South-Caralina,  and  ccntains  about  450  inhalMtaiitt,  Of 
which  about  ISO  are  fighting  iiict.  They  are  the  only  tribe  which  ivwlea 
in  the  State.  144,000  acrea  cf  land  ncre  granted  them  by  the  projirietary 
fovemment"— — JWpr«. 

It  is  biiid  tliat  their  territory  at  preseaC  is  about  16  miles  square ;  hut  they 
have  been  degenerating  lor  many  years,  otid  their  mimher  ajw  StrenEth  L^ve 
ptDbably  deccvased  uucc  the  above  account  wan  taken. 


148         frepfrationfar  freMbhif;  recmmtndfd. 

nual  meefbg,  and  the  bnuneBs  then  nitered  oDj  with  a- 
view  to  expetUte  it,  but  was  negatived.^  It  was  resolved  to 
psntinue  the  usual  mode  of  conducting  the  business,  and 
the  following  reasons  were  assigned  by  the  Asaociatim  ; 
*'  First,  because  devotion  and  the  exercise  of  the  best 
ministerial  gifts  at  those  general  meetings  are  ot^ects,  iq 
pur  ettimatiap,  of  the  first  iinportance.  Secondly,  as 
the  administratipn  of  the  Lord's  Supper  is  a  part  of  the 
solemn  service  appointed  for  th^  Sabbath  on  these  occa- 
sions, it  is  proper  and  necessary  that  the  exerdsra  of  the 
Saturday  should  be  preparatory  to  the  sacred  transactioit 
of  approaching  the  table,  and  that  the  mind  be  as  little  as 
pouible  diverted  from  the  great  object,  which  then  claims 
Its  attention.  Thirdly,  the  plan  ot  hurrying  through  the 
business  of  the  Association,  we  think  is  wrong  ;  the  sub* 
jects  which  come  under  consideration,  being  generally 
very  serious  and  important,  and  requiring  time  for  de- 
liberation. In  general,  they  have  been  too  much  hur- 
ried. It  is,  therefore,  recominended  to  the  mioisten 
and  delegates,  in  future,  to  come  with  an  expeotati<^ 
that  the  business  will  not  conclude  before  Wednesday. 
And  as  it  (oo  often  happens  that  the  minift««  meet  or 
Saturday,  without  any  expectation  tp  preach  on  that  day, 
and  if  called  to  preach,  deliver  hasty,  indigested  diacours* 
es ;  which  circumstance  has  a  bad  effect  on  the  general 
state  of  the  meeting  j  it  is  requested  that  they  in  genera) 
endeavour  to  come  prepared  to  preach,  and  that  oo  sub- 
jects the  most  useful  and  important,  suited  tp  exeUe  4 
fervid,  yet  rational  piety. 

The  detth  (^  Rev.  Samuel  Eccles,  and  Mr.  Alexander 
M^eal,  was  noticed  with  affection  and  respect  for  their 
metaiory,  as  "of  men,  of  whose  usefiilaeuiti  the  ministry 
the  most  pleaung  hopes  were  entertained.  The  first 
had  been  for  several  years  a  student  under  the  care  of 
the  general  committtie ;  and  the  other  had  lately  arrive^ 
from  Scothmd.'* 

In  1809,  Rev.  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Collins  were  ap- 
pdnted  a  committee  to  act  with  the  Missionary  to  tht; 
Indians,  in  superintending  the  school,  and  occasioioily 
yidting  the  nation. 

It  was  recommended  to  the  churches  and  the  publick 
to  encourage,  by  subscription,  the  undertaking  of  Mrl 
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Woodward,  of  FhiladelfUiia,  to  republish  Or.  Gill's  Expo- 
r  sition  't  2nd  each  church  was  advised  to  provide  a  copy 
for  the  lue  of  its  minister. 

It  was  detemuDed  also,  to  encourage  the  author  of  this. 
History  io  his  undertaking,  the  design  of  which  he  had 
then  announced. 

Ja  IS  10,  this  Association  determined  to  patronize  the 
publication  of  the  Confession  of  Faith,  System  of  Disci- 
cipline,  and  Catechinn,  in  one  volume ;  and  to  address 
the  other  Baptist  Associations  in  the  State  with  a  view 
of  obt^ning  their  concurrence. 

From  1773,  when  the  first  account  of  additions,  &c. 
was  taken,  till  1790,  the  following  changes  took  place— 
nineteen  new  churches  were  added  to  the  Association- 
two  joined  other  Associations — and  three  became  ex* 
tinct.  The  wholenumberof  churches  being  twenty-two. 
-  In  this  period  there  were  baptized  HSO — received  by  letter 
284— <lismissed  by  letter  580— excommunicated  105— 
dead  SIS.     Whole  number  1904. 

From  1790  till  1810,  twenty  new  churches  were  ad- 
ded—4even  were  dismissed  to  the  Savannali-river  .Asso> 
ciation— two  were  excluded  for  not  maintaining  their 
r^Rsentation^-and  two  became  extinct.  The  whole 
number  of  churches  remaining,  thirty-three.  In  this 
period  there  were  baptized  S874 — received  by  letter 
G60 — dismmissed  1615— excommunicated  458-T-restor* 
ed  5€— dead  S'iS.    Whole  number  of  members  ii!M)7. 

This  account  doses  with  1810.  Since  that  time, 
although  but  one  new  church  has  been  added  to  the 
Astociation,  yet  it  has  greatly  increased,  so  that  in  1812 
it  contained  3498  meqibers.    525  were  added  that  year. 

The  foregoing  history  of  this  Association  contains 
iBost  of  the  information  which  we  shall  be  able  to  give 
of  the  churches,  which  it  comprises.  Of  the  few  follow. 
ing,  however,  it  may  be  [»vper  to  give  a  few  historical 
sketches. 

C0ii^r«r.T— — This  church,  which  ha«  been  the  mother 
ofanumber  of  others,  now  belonging  to  this  Association, 
originated  from  the  Separate  Baptists,  and  was  gathered 
^u  the  following  manner.  About  the  year  1764,  Philip 
Mulky  began  to  preach  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  so 
sifCFessful  were  hu  labours,  that  in  the  course  of  a  year 
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or  two  the  following  persons  were  baptized,  -viz.  'Wtl* 
liam  Tucker,  Jane  Curry,  Martha  Goodwin,  Isaac  Ray-  ' 
ford,  Joseph  Reese,  Thomas  Norris,andl1niothyDargaD, 
(these  three  afterwards  became  ministers)  Benjamin  Bry- 
on,  Nathan  Ellis,  John  Gill,  and  othera,  to  the  number 
of  thirty-three,  who,  in  November  1766,  were  constitu- 
ted  into  a  church,  by  the  help  of  Rev.  Joseph  Murphy,  of 
North- Carolina.  Concerning  the  progress  of  this  church, 
from  a  short  time  after  its  formation  to  the  present  time, 
we  have  but  little  information.  It  soon  became  very 
eKtensive,  and  branched  out  on  almost  every  side  j 
of  these  branches,  those  at  the  High-Hills  of  Santee, 
Wateree,  Twenty-five-mile  Creek,  and  Amelia  township, 
have  since  become  distinct  churches,  and  now  have  a 
seat  in  the  Charleston  Association. 

The  first  pastor  of  the  Congaree  church  was  the  61- 
moQS  Joseph  Reese,  of  whom  we  have  given  a  biograph* 
ical  account.  Rev.  John  Newton  was  for  a  time  as- 
sociated with  him  in  the  care  of  this  extensive  commu- 
nity. I  can  learn  but  little  more  respecting  him  than 
that  he  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  an  excel- 
lent man.  He  preached  many  years  in  North-Carolina, 
in  connexion  with  the  Separates,  where  his  labours  were 
much  blest ;  he  came  to  Congaree  in  1 765,  and  three 
years  after  received  ordination  at  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Oliver  Hart  and  Evan  Pugh,  for  which,  as  they  were 
Regular  Baptists,  he  was  censured  and  silenced,  by  the 
Sandy  Creek  Association,  which  assuming  body  at  that 
time  claimed  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Congaree  church. 
After  remaining  in  this  situation  for  some  time,  he  was 
restored  to  his  ministry,  but  never  fully  engaged  in  it, 
after  this  arbitrary  occurrence. 

High'Hilis  of  Santee. This  is  a  church  of  some  ce- 
lebrity, and  as  it  is  a  branch  of  the  last  mentioned,  we 
shall  briefly  state  its  origin  and  progress. 

About  the  year  1769,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dargan  preached 
in  this  place,  which  was  then  wild  and  irreligious.  Soon 
after,  Mr.  Joseph  Reese  visited  them,  and  by  his  preach- 
ing alarmed  the  whole  neighbourhood  ^  and  so  success- 
ful were  the  labours  of  these  faithful  and  zealous  men, 
and  particularly  the  latter,  who  is  considered  as  the  found- 
er qS  the  church,  that  in  a  short  time  a  great  num- 


and  of  Georgetown.  151 

ber  were  baptized,  and  among  them  was  Dr.  Furman 
and  his  first  wife.  These  new  converts  joined  the  Con- 
garee  church,  as  has  already  been  suggested,  and  stood 
as  a  braoch  of  that  body,  until  the  Santee  church  was 
constituted  in  177*^.  The  number  of  constituents  was 
about  70.  A  few  months  after  the  church  was  organized, 
Mr.  Furman  was  by  them  called  to  the  ministry ;  he  was 
ordained  here  in  1 774,  by  Messrs.  Reese  and  Pugh.  Soon 
after  his  ordination  he  became  the  pastor  of  the  church, 
and  continued  in  that  office  until  1787,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Charleston.  After  his  removal,  the  church 
was  without  a  pastor  about  ten  years,  when  they  had 
the  happiness  to  settle  among  them  Rev.  John  M.  Rob- 
erts, who  remains  their  worthy  and  useful  pastor. 

The  seat  of  the  original  church  is  about  three  miles 
north  of  Statebury,  and  about  a  hundred  north-west  of 
Charleston.  It  has  two  or  three  other  places  of  worship, 
not  many  miles  distant.  The  Santee  church  has  been 
a  mother  establishment ;  for  the  churches  of  Ebenezer, 
Lynch 's  Creek,  (2d  of  that  name)  Upper  Fork  of  Lynch's 
Creek,  Swift  Creek,  Bethel,  Camden,  and  Calvary,  all 
originated  from  it.  Being  in  a  central  situation,  it  has 
frequently  been  the  place  of  the  Association's  n\eeting. 

Georgetown. It  may  be  seen  in  the  biography  of 

Rev.  William  Screven,  that  he  made  Georgetown  his 
place  of  residence  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  Kfe  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  there  were 
ever  many  Baptists  in  the  place,  until  ministers  of  this 
order  began  to  be  invited  here  by  Mr.  William  Cuttiro. 
Mr.  Cuttiro  was  a  native  of  the  town,  but  was  a  resident 
in  Charleston,  where  he  was  baptized  by  Rev.  Oliver 
Hart,  in  1767-  Two  years  after,  he  returned  and  settled 
in  Georgetown.  From  this  time,  by  hb  solicitation 
Baptist  ministers  began  to  visit  the  place.  Dr.  Furman 
was  the  most  frequent  visitor,  as  his  labours  were  the 
most  acceptable.  He,  for  many  years,  annually  spent 
several  weeks  in  visiting  and  administering  to  the  breth^ 
ren  here ;  for  Mr.  Cuttiro  had  now  a  number  of  his  fami- 
ly and  some  others  united  in  profession  with  him,  and 
by  Drs.  Furman  and  Staughton,  they  were  f()rmed  into 
achnrchin  1794.  For  one  year  immediately  subsequent 
to  its  constitution,  this  church  was  supplied  by  Dr. 
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Suughton,  now  of  Philade^lda,  who  had  then  jvst  come 
to  America.  Id  1797i  Rev.  Edmund  Botsford  removed 
from  the  Wdsh-Neck  church,  and  settled  in  the  pattwal 
office  at  Georgetown.  Mr.  Botsford  was  bora  at  Wo- 
bum,  in  Bedfordshire,  England,  November,  1  lAA ;  he 
caoie  to  America  when  he  was  about  SH)  years  of  age, 
and  soon  after  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Hart,  of  Charleston  ^ 
and  after  studying  with  him  between  two  and  three 
years,  he  began  to  preach  at  Tuckaseekiog  in  Georgia, 
in  177!.  In  that  State  he  tarried  about  seven  years, 
when  he  travelled  and  preached  abundantly  with  nmch 
success ;  but  in  the  Americaa  war  he  was  oWzed  to  fly 
from  the  country,  with  the  loss  of  moat  of  his  estate. 
He  then  settled  at  the  Welsh^Neck,  wherd  he  continued 
until  he  removed  to  his  present  situation.  Mr.  Botsford 
was  a  very  successful  labourer  in  the  vineyard  in  his 
more  active  days ;  and  although  his  ministry  in  George- 
town has  been  highly  reputable  in  the  view  of  all,  and 
much  esteemed  by  the  pious,  yet  it  has  not  been  so  sno> 
cessful  as  be  and  his  friends  could  have  wished.  Most 
of  the  old  members  have  died,  and  few  others  have 
succeeded  them,  so  that  the  church  is  now  in  a  feeUe 
state.  This  churdi  has  a  handsome  and  commodiovs 
wooden  meeting-house,  which  was  well  finished  in  18(M. 
It  stands  cm  a  lot  of  one  acre,  which  was  given  in  reserve 
by  the  Rev.  William  Screven,  when  the  town  was  £rst 
laid  out ;  but  was  not  occu^ned  until  almost  a  hundred 
years  after  his  death.  This  house,  which  is  about  60  feet 
long,  is  situated  on  a  delightful  eminence,  directly  oppo* 
site  the  market-house,  and  commands  a  view  of  the 
whole  town  from  the  front  c£  it,  and  of  very  eztennve 
rice  fields  from  Its  rear. 

Beai^ort. This  town  is  utuatcd  on  the  idand  of 

Port-Royal,  about  70  miles  S.  W.  ft^nn  Charleston,  and 
b  remarkable  ft>r  its  healthy  situation,  and  the  hosptlidity 
and  politeness  of  its  inhalHtants.  The  Baptist  church 
here  originated  from  the  division  of  the  andent  one  aC 
Ewhaw,  and  was  formed  in  1804. 

I'he  foundation  for  this  church  was  laid  by  the  labours 
of  Dr.  Holcombe,  now  of  Philadelphia,  who  resided  here 
a  number  of  years^  while  he  was  pastor  of  the  Ewhaw 
church,  and  by  whom  many  of  the  coottitiunts  of  the 
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ohaoeli  were  baptised.  Wbile  ]ite<7.  J<»9^S.'Cook<was 
pastor  sc  Ewhaw,  he  also  -devoted  a  pM't  of  his  laboora  to 
this  braoch  of 'thftt  body ;  «nd  soon  ifter  the  church  was 
.-foFtoed,  be  became  its  pastor.  In  ttiifi  office  he  -contAn* 
usd  ustil  1809,  vhen  be  reugfied  -his  charge,  tnd  is  now 
settled  at  -Cunden,  twherea-cnurch  has  lately  been  foffm- 
ed.  About  the  time  of  Mr.  Oook's  resignfttiob,  Rfer. 
Amies  Ofahan,  from  Scotland,  came  to  t^  {dace,  and 
.had  tlie  care  of  the  churoh  a  short  time ;  but  his  con- 
nexion widlk  this  people  Wis  not  altogether  h^py  for 
[himself  nor  them,  and  was  therefore  soon  disixdved.     ' 

Rev.  WHliam  S.  Braatty,  their  present  pastor,  succeed* 
ed  Mr.  Graham.  Mr.  Brantly  is  a  native  of  North-<Car~ 
.(^ina,  where  he  was  born  ia  17S6.  He  received  coDud> 
eraUe  assistance  towards  lus  education,  from  the  Chariet- 
ton  Education  Fund,  and  graduated  at  Ccdurobia  CoOe^ 
ia  1809. 

'Jhe  Beaufort  church  has  a  valuaUe  and  comnodJoBS 
Jraose  of  wu^faip,  built  of  a  composition  c^rpy8ter>shefls, 
-ud  mortar  made  <tf  the  same  marine  materials.* 

CofaM^iit.—— Although  dus  dburch  ;in  t^  tmm  ii  of 
a  ctocnt  date,  yet  oonsidstiDg  its  sttuMion  and  the  cin- 
cuBifUaces  of  its  orifj^,  it  demands  a  Imef  description. 

In  1 80^  Jonathan  Mazoy,  D.IX  a  fieptist  drinistsr,  fof' 
jnerly  President  of  Rhode-Island  GoUege,  settfed  in  thib 
town  ift  the  Presidency  of  the  South-Carc^na  CoUege, 
whidi  had  been  estal^hcd  here  a  little  while  before* 
The  doctor  oonunenced  a  coune  of  pceaching  in  conoax* 
ion  with  his  (vesidootial  duties,  whkb,  however,  on  ac- 
count of  debiUty,be  wasoUiged  to  r^nquidi  in  about  siK 
mimshi.  It  does  not  appearthat  therewas  mucb  preacb- 
ing  here  by  the  Bi^itists  from  this  period  until  180S, 
wtu»  Ur.  ficaotly,  now  oi  Beaufort  in  this  State,  then 

*  Tliere  are  in  Seau&irt,  and  aJonK  the  seit'4:aast  in  that  r«gwD,  many  siate- 
ly  e«1ificesb>ii]tf€tlii!<c«n]nositlon.  Uystcrxtfan  Hiferiwr^tKHtf  giW*heM 
in  wi^mtUttce.  ol'  whteh  diare  are  na  ax/uayln  in  the  nMthem  Stxua.  lliey 
appear  to  be  short-lived,  and  the  shells  are  wafted  in  vast  bocUes  aloog  iho 
■Aore.  wUut  whatcvcr<iuamltiMan«rie«iredtnarbepKicared«ith«ue.  A 
suliicient  pcnioo  </  them  are  red«<ir<l  to  Jime,  acA  niKb  nnrtv  ii  nxetf^ 
in  [hi«  wdi'lc,  with  which  tbe  shells  are  intermixed,  and  with  this  ccan{x»Daa 
Me  wnlln mute,  which.  When  ft  IstfioM^ly  dry,  )■  as  hiipregnribU iis  r«ck, 
aadJkaowBoibulelc^BkldwBbilttf.  TiMnicMtnnieaucsof  tbtduad^n 
plastert.'d  without  and  within,  and  rnake  an  elewaht  appenrance,  while  ttablei 
udccancr  biiilduig«,a(*4eA  fa  R  nnj^,  imtaiiMRdMate,  aad-pte*l(  bi  Om 
vkw  at «  stfuyer,  nvappd  aifd  cMfwui^^b 
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1^       Account  of  BaptlsU  formerly  called  Separata* 

a  student  tinder  Fresideot  Maxcy,  by  the  request  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Columbia,  preached  to  them  about  a  year, 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  residence  in  College.  Nest 
to  bitn  was  Mr".  Johnson,  now  of  Savannah,  who  began 
preaching  here  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  !  809.  Mr. 
Johnson  removed  hither  from  the  church  at  Ewhaw,  of 
which  he  was  pastor.  He  found  in  the  place  upwards  of 
twenty  Baptist  professors,  belonging  to  different  church- 
es. He  began  preaching  in  the  College  Chapel,  and  his 
ministry  was  crowned  with  success.  Under  him  the 
church  at  Columbia  arose ;  it  was  founded  in  the  tatter 
part  of  the  year  1809,  of  about  36  members,aiidihasnov 
increased  to  upwards  of  tOO,  and  has  erected  a  commo- 
dious brick  meeting-house  40  feet  square.  Since  .Mr. 
Johnson's  removal  to  Savannah,  this  church  is  left  destt> 
tute  of  a  pastor. 

llie  Baptists^  whose  history  we  have  thus  faf  related, 
"Were  denominated  Particular  or  Regular^  when  these 
terms  were  in  use  among  our  southern  brethren.  They 
are  the  most  ancient,  and  have  always  been  the  most  ac- 
tive and  influential  in  all  matters  of  publick  concern ; 
•although  they  have  for  a  number  of  years,  been  inferiour 
in  number  to  those  who  originated  from  the  Separates, 
•The  beginning  of  this  people  m  South-Carolina  has  been 
briefly  related  in  the  history  of  the  Separate  Baptists  of 
North-Carolina,  Virginia,  &c. }  and  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving the  thread  of  our  history,  we  have  in  the  preced* 
ing  narrative  given  an  account  of  one  of  these  church- 
es, viz.  the  Congaree,  with  its  numerous  branches. 
What  remains  is  to  give  as  good  an  account  as  we  can 
collect  of  the  Assoaations  and  numerous  churches, 
which  have  originated  from  that  zealous  people,  improp- 
■erly  called  Separates,  who  were  devout  and  successful 
alniost  to  a  proverb,  wherever  they  began  their  early  and 
evangelical  exertions. 

Mr.  Furman's  history  does  not  describe  this  people,  as 
it  is  confined  to  the  Charleston  Association.  Mr.  Ed- 
wards has  left  some  sketches  of  their  history  ;  and  the 
Author  of  this  work  travelled  much  among  them,  and 
took  much  pain^  in  his  historical  inquiries  respecting 
them  ;  yet  he  will  be  able  to  say  but  little  cithern,  com- 
pared with  what  has  been  said  of  their  brethren  in  the 


Fairfitrest  Cburcb.  \55 

lower  parts  of  the  State }  partly  for  the  want  of  histori. 
cal  iacts  of  any  kind,  and  partiv  for  the  want  of  such,  as 
would  make  a  difiiistve  narrative  sufficiently  interesting 
to  the  reader. . 

About  the  year  1760,  a  number  of  the  Separate  min- 
isters of  the  Sandy  Creek  connexion  in  NorthXarolina, 
began  to  travel  and  settle  in  this  State,  some  a  little  be* 
fore  and  others  a  little  after  the  above-mentioned  pe- 
riod. Among  the  ministers,  Daniel  Marshall  and  Philip 
Mulky  appear  to  have  been  the  most  distinguished. 

These  evangelical  adventurers  were  accompanied  by 
many  of  their  brethren  in  their  removals.  Marshall. 
settled  at  Beaver  Creek,  where  he  soon  gathered  a  church. 
Here  he  tarried  not  long  before  he  removed  to  Stephen's 
Creek,  where  he  gathered  another,  and  then  crossed 
over  the  Savannah  River  and  settled  in  Georgia,  where 
the  remainder  of  his  useful  life  was  spent  in  the  service 
of  his  Master. 

Mr.  Mulky  exercised  his  ministry  in  different  places, 
in  the  upper  regions  of  this  State,  where  he  was  for. 
many  years  a  very  reputable  and  successful  minister ;  but 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  most  sadly  beclouded.  The 
Fairforest  church,  now  belonging  to  the  Bethel  Associa* 
tion,  was  founded  by  him,  and  as  it  is  the  oldest  of  the 
Separate  Baptists  in  the  State,  and  became  the  mother 
of  many  others,  we  shall  relate  its  early  history  at  large. 

In  the  year  l759,PhiUp  Mulky  and  wife,  Stephen  How-. 
ard  and  wife,  Obadiah  Howard  and  wife,  Joseph  Breed 
and  wife,  Benjamin  Gist  and  wife,  Charles  Thompson, 
Thomas  Thompson,  and  Rachel  Collins,  all  members  of 
Deep  River  church  in  North-Carolina,  arrived  in  this 
State,  and  settled  first  at  Broad  River,  where  they  em- 
bodied into  a  churclf ,  and  chose  Mr.  Mulky  for  their  pas- 
tor. After  tarrying  here  about  two  years,  and  increas- 
ing to  104,  the  above-named  thirteen  persons,  (leaving 
the  rest  behind)  removed  to  Fairforest,  where  they  were 
again  formed  into  a  church  in  1 762,  which,  in  about  ten 
years,  increased  to  167  members.  Some  of  their  habi- 
tations were  a  hundred  miles  from  each  other  ;  and  be* 
sides  the  main  establishment,  there  were  four  branches, 
which,  in  process  of  time,  were  organized  into  distinct 
(diurches^ 

DiqirizodbvCoOgle 


2M  SttM 

Mr.  Mulky's  coaveniott,  as  related  by  Mr.  Edvaadi^ 

was  truly  remarl^able.  His  success  la  the  mkiistry,  siys- 
this  bistoma,  ww  so-  great,  that  he  became  exalced 
above  measure  in  his  own  esteem,  and  in  that  a£  his'  con* 
verts  i  tnit  at  lei^th>  to  thegrisf  of  the  frienda  of  ^on, 
he  begin  to  stumble,  aodi  soon  fell  into  many  banOHB' 
sios,  and  remained^  when  an  old  man,.an  ovtcast  from 
the  church,  and  a  disgrace:  to  that  pFecious  cause^of 
which  he  had  beeo  such  ap  eminent  champioiih 

In  1771,  the  failowm^  churches,  viz.  Furibrest,. 
St^hen's  Creek,  Congaree,  Boah  Riven,  Little  River  of 
Broad  River,  Little  Riser  of  Sduda,  and  Mine  Creek; 
formed  an.  Association,  to  which  they  gave  the  lame  of 
Gongaree.  This  body,  by  the  meajis  of  Morgan  Edwards^ 
soon  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  Philadet^a  Av 
Bodation  }  other  churches  united  with'  it  soon  after  it 
was  formed,  and  it  tvavelled  well  for  a-tima  But  the 
old  New-England  Pedobaptist  policy,  which'  Shubael 
Stearns  introduced  into  the  Sandy  Creek  Assodation, 
was  soon  put  in  practice  here.  The  Assodatinn'began.tO' 
tamper  with  the  discipline  of- the  churches j  and  infringed! 
on  their  independency ;  it  of  course  borame  embarrassed} 
in  its  proceedings,  as  all  Associations,  will,  when  they 
attempt  to  see  and  act  for  the  cIiurchaB,iad  in  a  tew 
years  waa  entirely  broken  up. 

But  the  churches  do  not  appear  to  have  been  impeded> 
in-  their  progress  by  the  dissolution  of  the  Assoduion  ; 
they- condnucd  to  increase  and  send  forth'tbeir  branches: 
In difiierept  directions ;  andin  l789,m8iiyof  those  which- 
had  bdonged  to  the  Congaree  Association,  and '  otfaera 
which  had  been  raised  up  since-  it  was  (Ussplved,  united 
in  forming-  an  establishment.  tt>  ^hich  they  gave  the 
jOitae  of  the 

pBTHPL  ASSO^fATtON^ 

This,  body,  at  its  constitution,  consisted  of  sixteet) 
churches.  1  hey  immediately  ddegated  James  Fowler, 
one  of  their  prindpal  ministers,  to  the  Charleston  Asso- 
ciation, who  was  cordially  received  ;  and  who,  pursuant 
to  bis  instructions,  so  tax  adjusted  the  little  matters  of. 
.  4Ufere|icef  whi^  bad  heretofore  prevented  (hetr  upion 
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vkH  the  S^auariei,.  i^at  a-  correflpdndenee'  was  openM, 
which' has  bun>  maintaineii  to  the  present  time. 

From'  cfais  period  the  name  of  Separate  begsn-  C*o<  be* 
diwseilvand  was- soon  entireljn  laid  aside  ;  so  dut  the' 
Bttptists.in  South-Garolina^  &oin  whaxavep  source'  they 
OMumted}  have  for  many  years  past  been  united  iii' 
tkevt  ezteniBl' order  andi  doctrinal- seDtimentfi. 

Ihe^  BetAel' AModation;  has  been  a- very  flonriBhing. 
body^  and  has-  had  within  its  bounds^  number  of  very 
esitcnuvercvlv^  It  also  shared- largely  in  diatextraor- 
dtiiaty  wovk.  which  prevailed  in-  the  southern-  and-  weaC- 
ern^  and;  some  otiben  States,,  from  1800  and  onward.- 

Ini  1803;,  there  wape  neodvediby'  baptism:  in  all'  the 
cfauTOhea  of  which'itnas'ootxiposed*  14fl'l  personsi-which 
made  its  totoli  numbei^  air  that  time,  notnrithstamthtigithe- 
Bro^i  Raver  add.  Safuda  Aiver  AsBoeiBtioniS)hadt  bsHi^ 
aeeoffiinm  irbeforB,.35i9i 

.  Tte- EdgBfieldi  ^Assooiation  has  been'  formed  from  it 
sinoc^.aBd  mainy  o£  its- members  hajpe  rembred'to  the- 
westcmi  country,  so  that  it  is  not  sO'  Ifarge-as'  it  was-  at 
the-  doM  of  the  great  revival' ;,  bat  still,  it  is-  a  TargeT 
andire^cKible  body. 

Fnom  the  foregduig  dstches  «t  appears^  that  the< 
3etltEl  Association:  has' been' an  increasing,  andimirtbrine: 
oommunity;,  beyond  any  of  the  kind'  in  the  State,  h*- 
doas'jior  qypean  that  any  of'  its  ministers  have  been'dts^- 
tinguiahtd-rtbr Ikerary acquirements  ;r  but  it  hasgenerally- 
CDUainad' a!  number  of  mm  of  very  respectable  talents,. 
who  lunre  been-.nemarkably  aealous-add'successfvlin  the* 
jSoit  ndUe  and  benevolent  anployment  OIF  earth,  even 
winning  sottls'  tO'  Christ. 

David  Lilly  was  an  eminent  minister  in  this  Associa* 
tion  nearly  if  not  quite  from  its  establishment,  until  the 
Edgefield  Association  was  taken  from  it-,  when  he  united 
with  that  body,  and  died  within  its  bounds,  about  )  ,S09. 
There  were  sufficient  materials  for  an  interesting  me- 
Ittoir  of  his  lifej  whichhis  friends  proposed  to  publish, 
andfromwHichl  intended  to  selfect  a-biogtaphical  sketch 
of  his'  character ;  but  this  tribute  of?  respect-,  which  was 
due  to  the  memory  of  an  eminent  and  worthy  minister 
pf- the -gospel,  has  never  been  paid. 
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James  Fowler  was  long  a  very  useful  and  distioguished 
minister  among  the  churches  in  this  region.  What  lit- 
tle I  have  learnt  of  his  history  is  as  follows :  Some  time 
before  the  Bethel  Association  was  formed,  he,  with  two 
other  men  who  were  brothers,  by  the  name  of  Rogers, 
were  together  pursuins;  the  same  occupation,  in  a  situa- 
tion remote  from  any  of  the  Baptist  denomination.  They 
were  brought  up  Presbyterians,  and  emigrated  hither  from 
some  one  of  the  northern  States.  Their  minds  were 
awakened  to  religious  concerns  ^  and,  regardless  of  the 
traditions  of  their  fathers,  they  took  the  Bible  for  their 
creed,  and  irom  it  they,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
understanding,  formed  a  religious  system  of  their  own. 
They  at  length  heard  of  a  Baptist  preacher,  who  lived 
about  20  or  30  miles  from  them,  and  to  him  they  dele- 
gated one  of  their  number,  to  see  how  far  his  reli^ous 
tenets  and  theirs  would  agree.  When  the  messenger 
returned,  he  informed  them,  that  the  minister's  prind- 
[des  and  theirs  were  exactly  alike,  and  that  he  had  a 
large  church  of  the  same  mind.  Having  thus  found  a 
'  people  with  whom  they  were  agreed,  and  with  whom 
they  could  associate  for  the  communion  of  saints,  they 
immediately  repaired  to  them,  were  baptized,  and  ad- 
mitted into  their  community.  Returning  home,  they 
toon  set  up  little  meetings  where  they  lived,  in  which 
Fowler  was  generally  put  forward.  In  thb  way  he  be- 
gan bis  labours,  and  soon  became  an  eminent  minister 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  finished  his  coursewith  joy 
in  February,  J  802,  being  about  60  years  of  age.  He  was 
generally  the  Moderator  of  the  Bethel  Association,  and 
was,  for  many  years,  one  of  the  principal  ministers  in 
that  body. 

BROAD  RIVER  ASSOCIATIOK. 

Im  the  year  1800,  the  bounds  of  the  Bethel  Associa- 
tion having  become  very  extenave,  the  fourteen  follow- 
ing  churches,  Mtuated  in  the  north-west  corner  of  this 
State,  and  in  the  adjoining  parts  of  North-Carolina,  viz. 
Tiger  River,  Boiling  Spring,  Green  Creek,  Goucher 
Creek,  Sandy  Run,  Bufialoe,  Green  River,  Cedar  Spring, 
French  Broad,  Mountain  Creek,  Bill's  Creek,  Sute  Line, 
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Buck  Creek,  and  Long  Creek,  in  answer  to  tbdr  re- 
quest, were  dismissed,  with  permission  to  form  an  As- 
sodation  by  themselves.  They  were  organized  shortly 
after,  when  the  above-mentioned  name  was  given  to 
it,  with  reference  to  the  river  on  both  sides  of  whidi 
the  churches  are  situated.  The  Broad  River  rises  in 
the  mountains,  and  unites  With  the  Saluda  in  forming 
the  Congaree,  which  is  the  main  branch  of  the  Great 
Santee. 

This  AssodatioD  experienced  very  great  enlargements 
soon  after  it  was  formed.  In  the  spring  of  1802,  the 
powerful  work  which  prevailed  at  that  time  throughout 
this  country,  began  to  be  experienced  by  the  churches  in 
this  body,  and  continued  more  or  less  for  three  succes* 
sive  years,  in  which  the  Broad  River  Association  receiv- 
ed an  addition  by  baptism  of  1 296  members,  which  in- 
creased the  whole  number  to  upwards  of  2000.  But  by 
different  means  it  has  been  greatly  diminished  since  that 
period,  notwithstanding  lai^e  additions  have  at  di&rent 
times  been  made  to  the  churches.  Great  numbers  have 
remored  beyond  the  mountains,  to  the  western  States 
and  territories  ;  and  in  the  course  of  five  years,  viz.  from 
1803  to  1808,  there  were  excommunicated  from  the 
churches  in  this  Association  285  persons  ;  which  circun> 
stance  proves  that  they  received  much  chaff  with  the  prec. 
ious  grain,  as  is  too  often  the  case  in  such  great  ingather- 
ings }  it  also  proves  that  they  have  used  a  commendable 
degree  of  dihgence  in  winnowing  it  out,  when  it  was 
discovered.  A  number  of  preachers  were  raised  up  in 
the  time  of  the  great  revival,  most  of  whom  continue  to 
be  successful  labourers  in  this  part  of  the  Lord's  vineyard. 

Most  of  the  churches  in  this  Association  are  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  none  of  them  are 
hx  distant  from  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  back  coun- 
try. Those  of  Sandy  Run,  Green  River,  Mountain  Creek, 
Bill's  Creek,  Silver  Creek,  north  of  Catawba  River,  Prov- 
idence, Concord,  and  Smyrna,  are  in  the  counties  of 
Rutherford,  Burk,  and  Lincoln,  in  North-Carolina. 
Those  in  South-Carolina  are  in  the  districts  of  Green- 
ville, Spartanborough,  Union,  and  York. 
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BALWOA    ASSOOIATfOwt 

•Twe  ah0'Onuinatad'ftiQm.  the  Sakd  Aesodidaa.  ia 
jjBOgd,  the  nine  iHtiowing  chwcttts,  one.  :£6g  Greeks  ¥otk 
fihoal,  Bru^  Cneek,  Crotf  jRpvl,  Sciooa,  Kaoxpee^ 
WeflJ^rra^,  Middle  f  ock  of  .Salnds,  aod  Shodi  jduiicfa, 
vere  (dumissad  from  that  body.  TIiechurdicsifif£bem- 
tmac,  ShicUey  Ferry,  iastiiud,  (CBtlue*'S  Creek,  ITed'c 
Creek,  Salem,  Hopewell,  and  Wilson's  Creek,  wluch  iiad 
never  ibelongedl  to  any  AvaocbCMMB,  iioited  wkh  tkose 
tboverBafOfA  ^  iorfmag  the  Asaodatioo,  whcm  iastoff 
ne  ^e  now  cdaciog,  which  laras  (H-^aaizad  w  j«0& 
This  body  is  in  the  E0utjb.>mst  corner  -^  the  Sctie,  and 
Uke  Abe  &oa4  Rivn*  estes^  to  the  mouotaios. 

Rev.  fioathan  Davta,  a  native  of  Muylaod,  of  whom 
we  ihxve  .gives  acoK  account  in  the  biogr^byjofShiEbael 
filearos,  was  one  of  itKe  prsocip^  miciaters  in  diis  Aaaa- 
ciatioB,  and  continues,  ui  his  ^d  age,  «o  ;be  esMemed  a 
£itifaer  in  the  chiurcbep,  havieg  been  a  vuxxaefid  yneadwr 
«^  the  gOGpel  about  fifty  yeacs. 

Rev.  MoMi  H^latul  is  aibo  ui  oLd  and  lespcctalile 
fKetcbaty  aad  vas  ooe  of  the  considcuesta  <tf  t^  aoai< 
anunity. 

The  churches  whedi  compose  this  AssodtlioD  ue 
'Siostly  in  the  districts  of  Greenville,  At^jyTitte,  and 
PendlctQn,,aa  both  «d£S  of  die  Saluda  River,  nnm  vAick 
k  received  its  name. 

•DOEf  ntD  AWOCUTKIN. 

This  is  another  flourishiog  estabU^ment,  from  that 
fruitful  mother  of  churches,  the  Bethel  Associatioo.  It 
was  formed  in  1803,  when  it  was  called  Beulab;  but  the 
next  year  its  n^ne  was  exchanged  foj  that  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  most  of  the  churches  are  situated,  which 
joins  the  Savannah  River,  and  is  opposite  Auj^usta  in 
Georgia.  Of  this  body  we  are  able  to  give  only  a  short 
hut  pleasing  account  \  for  soon  after  it  was  formed,  a 
happy  revival  commenced^  which  became  very  posverfvl 
and  extensive ;  and  ia  the  course  of  about  eight«en 
months,  about  fourteen  hundred  persons  were  baptized. 
In  the  course  of  this  revival,  Samuel  Marsh,  one  of  their 
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priDdpat  munsttn,  baptized  in  two  chtarches  tAtaat  frn 
Imndred  of  this  iniml>er. 

A  [feasant  anecdote  it  related  of  one  of  the  conTcrts 
■o  this  reTival,  winch  it  may  not  be  improper  here  to 

iDcert.     A  Mr.  F ,  who  bad  been  ^mous  for  hi* 

Urity  and  worldly  amiHemeiit,  was  taken  under  connrn 
of  mind.  His  associates  were  very  unwilling  to  give 
bim  up,  and  tried  various  methods  to  divert  his  atten- 
tion nrom  what  they  esteemed  a  needless  anxiety^  and 
draw  him  agiun  into  his  former  vaiti  and  sinful  pursuits  $ 
but  all  their  e&rts  proved  iticffectual.  At  Icirgth  they 
contrived  a  shootin^-matdi ;  and  as  Mr.  F— —  v^ed 
hiatsdf  on  his  skill  with  the  ri^,  they  Ind  a  consideraUe 
w^er  against  him,  and  doubted  not  but  thdr  plan  would 
succeed.  Two  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  haa  since  beea 
a  member  of  Coi^ess,  wuted  on  him  with  much  gravi- 
ty, and  ex[duned  to  him  thd  ot^ect  of  their  vint.  H« 
saw  it  oBce  ^H^ugh  their  design  ;  he  hesitated  at  first, 
but  on  the  wh^e  manifested  a  wilHngness  to  exert  his 
akiil,  provided  they  would  let  him  use  his  own  rifle,  and 
toad  it  himself.  This  request  th«y  decUred  wtt  alto- 
gether resmnaMe,  and  seesed  fmidi  pleased  that  they 
had  obtained  his  consent.  Mr,  F— -  then  stepped  Vp  tO 
bis  book-case  ud  took  down  fab  Kbie }  **  This  (said  he) 
is  my  rifle.**  And,  itmiibg  M  Acts  sHi.  Id,  he  handed 
fais  Kblc  to  oneof  the  men,  and  said,  **  th&e  nthy  laid,*' 
The  astonished  gentleman  read  as  follows :  O  Jnll  '^ 
ail  ittbtiky  and  mitchiif^  thai  child  ef  the  devil^  thou  erumy 
tf  bH  rightetuftnits  !  wilt  thw  not  ceaittt  pervert  the  right 
vfdyi  of  the  Lcrdf  He  imme<fiate1y  hung  his  head,  mA 
settled  down,  as  if  shot  indeed.  Cottviction  from  that 
time  fastened  on  his  mind  -,  his  brother,  atso,  and  both 
of  their  wives  were  convictH,  and  Id  a  shcH-t  time 
were  liopeftilly  converted,  and  united  with  the  tempt^ 
but  f^thftil  man  in  a  retigiom  profession.  This  wai 
exiled  F — i-'s  bvck-had. 

Hittory  of  the  General  Baptists  ia  Sagth-Carolina,  front  their 
CoAmetteersent  until  they  became  eiainct. 

There  was  never  biit  one  society  of  this  peciple  in  thtS 
State.  Some  sketches  of  their  history  have  b^en  gtied 
in  the  account  of  the  Chartestoa  churdt.    T&ey  ori^- 
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nated  abont  1733,  when  several  members  of  the  Charier 
too  church  withdrew  from  that  ancieot  body,  and  en^ 
braced  the  sentiments  of  the  General  B^iat&  WiUiam 
Miot,  jim.  was  the  leader  of  this  flq>aruioD.  He  ap> 
pears  to  have  been  a  tnao  of  wealth  and  ioflueDce.  Soon 
after  these  people  had  withdrawn,  they  sent  to  England 
for  a  minister,  and  obtained  a  Mr.  Robert  Ingruiam* 
In  i  736,  they  were  organized  into  a  church  i  the  constit- 
uents were  Rev.  Robert  Ingrabam,  William  Elliot,  Wik 
Ham  Elliot,  jun.  Thomas  £^ot,  Joseph  Elliot,  Bernard 
Elliot,  Frances  Elliot,  Elizabeth  Elliot,  Henry  Toonm-, 
Mary  Toomer,  Mary  Toomer,  jun.  Richard  Butler,  Josh- 
ua  Toomer,  George  Tinnons,  John  Clifford,  Thomas 
Tot,  Thomas  Davis,  Dorothy  Jones,  Ann  Btmoeau,  Am- 
orintha  Farr,  and  Ann  Chidely. 

The  seat  of  this  church  was  at  Stono,  about  I6  miles 
south-west  from  Charleston,  where  they  had  a  meeting- 
.kouse  and  some  temporalities.  They  also  claimed,  ioi 
a  while,  a  part  of  the  estate  belonging  to  the  chuni 
from  which  they  separated,  as  has  been  before  related. 
This  church  flourished  consideraUy  for  a  time,  and  had 
some  able  ministers  for  its  pastors.  But  after  existing 
about  SO  years,  it  became  entirely  extinct ;  and  the  tem- 
poralities, which  it  possessed  to  a  considerable  amount, 
which  were  bestowed  upon  it  mostly  by  the  Elliots,  after 
suffering  many  diminutions,  were  converted  to  private 
use. 

Rev.  Robert  lograham,  their  first  minister,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Lincf^shire,  England,  but  came  hither  directly 
firom  Farnham,  near  London.  He  was  pastor  of  the 
church  but  a  short  time,  for  he  died  in  1738. 

Rev.  Henry  Haywood  was  his  successor.  He  arrived 
hither  from  Famham  in  1739,  and  soon  after  was  in- 
vested with  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church,  in  which  he 
continued  until  his  death,  which  happened  in  1755.  His 
character  is  that  of  a  scholar,  but  an  oddity  in  person 
and  ccmduct.  Mr.  Whiston  speaks  handsomely  of  him ; 
but  Dr.  Gill  very  indifferently.  He  translated  into  Enriish 
Dr.  Whitby's  Treatise  on  Original  Sin  ;  and  prepared  for 
the  press  a  pretty  large  volume,  in  defence  of  the  Apostol- 
ical Constitutions.  He  published  a  defence  of  Dr.  Whitby 
against  Dr,  Gill ;  also  a  catechism^  which  he  dedicated 
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to  thre«  ladies,  but  saw  himself  neglected  by  the  chief 
one  of  them,  when  on  her  death-bed  ;  for  she  then  sent 
ibr  Rev.  OHver  Hart,  to  as»8t  her  in  that  serious  situa- 
tion. Mr.  Hart  waited  on  her,  and  moved  that  her  own 
minister  might  be  sent  for  ;  she  rej^ied,  "  Mr.  Haywood 
is  a  good  companion  for  the  living,  but  he  is  not  fit  to 
die  by,  for  he  thinks  but  little  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Rev.  Daniel  Wheeler  was  the  next  in  office  here.  He 
was  a  native  of  Calne,  in  Wiltshire,  England ;  arrived 
in  Charleston  in  I757,and  after  serving  the  church  about 
ten  years,  died  in  I7t>7,in  the  6lBtyear  of  hisage.  AH 
that  is  said  of  lum  u,  that  he  was  esteemed  a  pious  and 
honest  man. 

The  fourth  and  last  pastor  of  this  church,  was  Rev. 
Caleb  Evans,  A.  M.  He  was  bom  in  1 74S,  in  the  parish 
of  LanafonfowT,  in  the  county  of  Brecknock,  Wales : 
received  his  education  at  Aberdeen,  in  Scotland  ;  arrived 
in  ChaHeston  in  1768,  and  died  in  1772.  About  the 
time  of  Mr.  Evans's  death,  this  church  consisted  of  but 
aght  members ;  part  of  them  resided  at  Stono,  and  the 
Others  in  Charleston :  it  continued  in  a  declining  way 
for  a  few  years  after,  and  then  became  extinct. 

From  the  preceding  history  it  appears,  that  for  more 
than  a  hundred  years  the  Baptists  have  held  a  respecta- 
Ue  standing  in  South-CaroKna,  and  that  they  have  in- 
creased with  great  rai»dity  within  about  twenty  or  thir- 
ty years  past.  This  great  increase  has  been  mostly  in 
the  middle  and  upper  regions  of  the  State,  which  were 
formerly  immoral  and  irreligious  to  a  proverb.  The 
prevalence  of  religion  has  had  a  very  pleasing  effect  in 
moralizing,  and,  indeed,  in  humanizing  the  manners  ot 
the  people.  Most  of  the  Vinous  race-grounds'  are  now 
deserted,  and  the  barbarous  sports,  which  were  once 
very  cotamCHi,  are  now  but  little  known.  The  author 
having  previou^y  heard  so  many  reports  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  peo[de,  in  what  are  called  the  back  countries 
in  this  and  the  adjoining  States,  entered  those  parts  with 
some  unpleasant  apprehensions.  He  expected  to  find 
many  saint,  to  befriend  him,  but  he  was  fearful  of  meet- 
ing with  some  heedless  sinners  who  might  molest  him. 
But  he  has  the  pleasure  of  declaring,  that  he  was  most 
agreeably  disappdnted  in  the  general  manners  of  the 
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peQ|)l«,  «nd  was  treated  by  all  cUiKs  «ftb  oRudi  civHi^ 
aad  bospitafity.  There  are,  it  must  b«  coniessed,  the 
reinum  <tf  that  class  ot  pec^s,  who  gave  this  country 
•uch  a  bad  name^  who  occaaionally  comnic  acta  of  vio> 
teace  aad  outrage,  but  they  are  gentrally  asM»ig  them- 
•dve6>aiid  n^t  oa  strangers  or  aob^  peo{de. 

This  reformation  'n  manoera,  id  mvtch  to  the  credit 
tad  happiws»  of  th*  pet^Ue  io  this  couittry,  nsust  not  be 
laczibi^  wboUy  to  the  exertions  q{  the  Baptists;  for  the 
Freeb^teriws  uid  MethodisU  are  enUtled  to  a  xespeaiid 
ibare  j  and  to  the  powerful  aed  sahtfary  grace  of  God 
bektoga  all  the  praise, 

The  great  revival  in  this  country,  soon  after  the  coai> 
meoceoiynt  of  th?  present  c«itury>  has  often  been  refer- 
red t«  in  the  precedine  narrative.  We  shoukl  be  pleas* 
pi  tp  give  a  mope  particular  account  of  it  than  we  have 
hithwto  dope*  or  tWn  we,  for  the  want  of  maferiab,  art 
able  to  do.  The  mbet  we  can  say  is»  tlut  between  the 
years  1800  and  laps,  th^  were  most  surpcisiiig  mover 
foents  of  a  reli^ous  patnre  on  the  minds  f^  tbe  jjeopit 
in  Bouth-Caroliea  i  and  notwithstanding  tbe  maniost 
enthusiasm  of  many,  the  great  Sh^herd  of  the  sheep 
gathered  into  his  fold  a  l^rge  aiid  precious  number  of 
Adam's  ruined  family.  Qf  these^  between  three  and 
four  thousand  Joined  the  churches  belonging  to  the  Beilv. 
d  and^oad  River  Associations.  large  numbers  were, 
at  the  same  time,  added  to  the  Methodist  and  Fresbyte. 
rian  chorches. 

Camp  m^tii^  during  these  refreshi^  seasons,  were 
often  held  in  tbe  middle  and  upper  regions  of  the  State, 
whicb  were  promoted  mostly  by  the  Methodists  and 
Presbyterians.  Many  of  the  ^ptists,  however,  attend* 
ed  themi  ^nd  Ufiited  with  their  brethren  qf  other  denonv 
iaadons,  so  far  as  th«y  could  con^stentiy  with  their  prin- 
dfties.  They  also  held  meetings  of  a  similar  nature 
(Unong  themselves,  so  long  as  the  nec^sity  for  them  con? 
tinued ;  and  when  that  ceased,  they  returned  to  tbesr 
Vaul  places  of  worship, 

Th«  two  following  letters  wiU  ^ive  the  r<ader  a  view 
of  the  manner  in  wbicb  the  tneetiags  abov^tnepf foofd 
nwp  fopdiicwd. 

D,q,r,zt!dbvG0(_")gle 
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vid  LMly,  dated  Aug.  ii,  160^,  »t  the  Edi/er  <f  tbe  Gear* 

gia  Jma^fikml  Rtpuitpry,  tad  from  ibe  &d  ihraber  tftbai 

Wtrk  it  ii  now  iwantsriied. 
*^  Rev.  and  ^ar  Sir, 

"  I  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  transmit  to  you  gcxxl 
tidings.  A  great  work  of  God  is  going  on  in  the  upper 
parts  of  this  State.  Multitudes  are  made  to  cry  out, 
**  What  shall  we  do  to  be  saved  ?*'  A  few  days  ago,  I  re- 
turned from  our  Assodation.  We  have  had  a  truly  re- 
freshing season.  A  vast  concourse  of  people  assembled 
on  Saturday,  and  conuderable  appearances  of  solemnity 
soon  took  place  ;  but  no  uncommon  effect  till  Sunday 
late  in  the  evening.  Then  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  mani- 
fest his  power  to  many  hearts.  Nnmbers  were  powers 
fuHy  exercised  through  the  whole  night,  and  some  were 
thrown  to  the  ground. 

'*  On  Monday  the  work  increased.  The  hearts  of 
many  were  made  to  melt ;  and  sever^  men,  noted  for 
their  impiety,  were  stricken  and  lay  among  the  prostrate. 
I  must  acknowledge  it  vas  a  memorable  time  with  my 
soul ;  the  like  I  had  not  felt  for  many  years  be^e.  In 
general,  the  people  were  much  engaged  through  the 
greater  part  of  Monday  night.  Beftire  sun-rise,  on  Tues- 
day morning,  the  sacred  flame  be^n  to  burn  afresh  \ 
several,  who  had  been  before  unanected,  came  to  the 
earth.  The  Association  rose  about  3  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon ;  and  such  a  degree  of  brotherly  affection  as 
Appeared  among  the  ministers  and  messengers  of  the 
churches,  I  scarcely  ever  saw.  It  was  enough  to  meh 
the  heart  of  the  greatest  infidel  fiving.  So  very  in- 
tent were  the  people  to  hear,  that  they  petitioned  fbr 
preaching,  after  business  was  finished  ;  and  some  of  the 
ministers  continued  with  them,  in  constant  exercise,  til] 
midnight.  Guring  this  time,  the  work  appeared  to  in- 
crease. About  twenty  persons  came  to  the  ground,  sev- 
eral  of  whom  were  lusty  strong  men  j  and  many  more 
were  made  to  pray  heartily  to  God.  Among  the  number 
very  deeply  affected,  were  several  officers  of  considerable 
rsitk]   and  others   of  eijual  respectability.    Be  assur- 
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ed,  my  brother,  the  Lord  is  doing  great  things  for 
his  people  in  this  country. 

**  The  hearts  of  stnaers  mek  before  the  word  of  truth, 
Uke  wax  before  the  suq.  Infidelity  is  almost  ashamed  to 
show  its  head.  Several  deists  have  been  constrained, 
under  a  sense  of  their  lost  condition,  to  cry  out  aloud  for 
mercy.  A  few,  even  of  those  who  attributed  the  effects 
produced  among  us  to  infemat  ^ency,  have  been  reached, 
and  overcome  by  an  influence,  which  they  now  acknowU 
edge  to  be  divine. 

**  The  work  under  the  preaching  of  the  Presbyterian 
ministers,  is  going  on  rapidly  indeed,  and  has  already  ex- 
tended northwardly  into  Virginia  and  through  the  upper 
country  southwardly  to  Georgia.  The  clergy  of  all  de- 
nominations, join  hand  and  heart,  in  the  common  cause  of 
Christianity.  In  some  of  the  churches  of  our  Association 
here,  the  great  revival  is  but  just  beginning  \  in  others  it 
rapidly  increases. 

**  .^jnong  the  most  successful  of  our  ministers  in  this 
work,  are  the  brethren  Slackleford,  Palmer,  Hollaod, 
Clayton,  and  Greer.  Besides  their  churches  flourishii^ 
to  a  degree  that  exceeds  all  former  experience,  there  are 
several  others  where  the  work  is  almost  as  great ;  and 
very  few  without  some  promisiog  appearances.  Ministers 
preach  day  and  night  %  and  when  they  make  no  appoint- 
ments, are  surrounded  by  distressed  souls.  These  are 
daily  obtaining  the  most  satisfactory  sense  of  peace  with 
God,  and  pardon  through  the  blood  of  Christ.  After  be- 
lieving, they  openly  profess  their  faith,  and  crowd  into  our 
churches. 

"  A  few  weeks  past,  Mr.  Sladdeford  baptized  thirty- 
six  at  (me  time.  Two  of  those  were  little  girls ;  one  vai 
twelve,  and  the  other  but  ten  years  old,  yet  they  both  gave 
satis&ctory  evidence  of  a  gracious  change.  With  these  I 
must  mention  two  lads,  but  little  past  those  ages,  and  sev- 
eral young  ladies  of  nearly  the  first  respectability  in  the 
back  country,  who  were  not  ashamed  to  follow  Christ 
through  die  liquid  grave.  On  this  occasion,  it  was  sup- 
posed, that  there  were  no  less  than  two  thousand  persons 
present ;  a  third  of  whom,  at  least,  were  in  tears  at  the  same 
moment  of  time.  Crowds  came  up  to  the  ministers  to  be 
prayed  for,  and  many  fell  helpless  on  the  ground.     This 
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took  fdace  at  Woodruff's  meeting-house,  in  the  (Strict 
of  Spartanburgh.  Ilie  number  baptized  in  our  Associa- 
tion, »nce  last  year,  b  seven  hundred  and  three. 

**  God  has  greatly  minified,  and  is  marvellously  mag- 
nifying his  word.  In  some  way  and  degree  or  other,  al- 
most every  one  aeems  to  feel  and  acknowledge  its  power. 
My  poor  soul,  some  time  ago  much  dejected  and  bowed 
down,  is  now  rejoicing  in  God  my  Saviour.  At  this  in- 
stant my  eyes  overflow  with  tern  of  gratitude  and  joy, 
while  the  flame  of  divine  love  bums  in  my  heart. 

Yours,  &c  D.  L.** 

A  Letter  from  Dr.  Fursian  of  Charleston,  to  Dr.  Rifpon  of 
London. 

Cbarlestaitt  Wib  Aug.  1802. 
••  Reo.  and  dear  Sir, 

'*  Having  promised  you  some  information  respecting 
the  extraordinary  meeting  at  the  Waxhaws,  to  which  I 
purposed  going  at  the  time  I  wrote  in  May,  and  having 
accordingly  attended  it,  I  now  sit  down  to  perform  my 
promise. 

M  It  was  appointed  by  the  Presbyterian  dergy  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  but  dergymen  of  other  denomina- 
tions were  invited  to  it ;  and  it  was  proposed  to  be  con- 
ducted on  the  same  piindpks  and  plan  with  those  held 
in  Kentucky.  The  place  of  meeting  is  about  170  miles 
from  Charleston,  in  the  midst  of  a  large  settlement  of 
Presbyterians,  but  not  far  distant  from  some  congrega- 
tions of  Baptists  and  Methodists.  This  Pre^yterian 
congregation  b  one  of  the  first  which  were  formed  in 
the  upper  parts  of  thU  State  ;  has  for  its  pastor  a  Mr. 
Brown,  who  b  a  respectable  character  }  and  is  fiimbhed 
with  a  commodious  place  of  wcn^ip.  But  as  the  place 
of  worship  would  not  be  in  any  wise  equal  to  the  num- 
bers expected,  a  [dace  was  chosen  in  the  forest  for  an 
encampment.  The  numbers  which  assembled  from  va- 
rious parts  of  the  country,  formed  a  very  large  congrega- 
tion, the  amount  of  which  has  been  variously  estimated  ; 
to  me  there  appeared  to  be  SOOO,  or  perhaps  4O00  per- 
sons ;  but  some  suj^iosed  there  were  7000  or  8000.  My 
information  respecting  the  number  of  ministers  who  at. 
tended,  was  probably  not  correct ;  but  from  what  I  ob- 
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served,  aod  oollected  fram  others,  there  were  1 1  Rreaby^ 
tcriuis,  4  Baptists,  and  3  Methodists.  The  cDcaoipiDeiit 
was  lud  oat  lil  an  oblong  form,  extendiiig  from  the  tctf 
of  a  htU  down  the  south  side  of  it,  tow»-d  a  stream  oi 
iftater,  which  ran  at  the  bottom  in  an  eastern  direction, 
including  a  vacant  space  of  about  90O  ^ards  in  Jength 
and  1  JO  in  breadth.  Lines  of  tents  were  erected  on  ev- 
ery ude  of  this  space ;  and  between  them,  and  behind, 
were  the  wagons  and  riding  carriages  placed ;  the  space 
itself  being  reserved  for  the  assemUing  of  the  congrega- 
tion, or  congregations  rather,  to  attend  publick  worship^ 
Two  stands  were  fixed  on  for  this  purpose  :  at  the  one, 
a  stage  was  erected  under  some  lofty  trees,  which  aSsrd- 
ed  an  ample  shade ;  at  the  other,  which  was  not  so 
well  provided  with  shade,  a  waggon  was  placed  for  the 
rostruih. 

*'  The  publick  service  began  on  Friday  afteraoc»,  the 
Slst  of  May,  with  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  M*Corkel, 
of  the  Presbyterian  church ;  atter  vhich,  the  congrega- 
tion was  dismissed :  but  at  the  same  time  the  hearers 
were  informed,  that  they  would  be  visited  at  their  tent^ 
and  exhorted  by  the  ministers,  during  the  course  ot 
the  evening.  To  this  information  an  exhortation  was 
added,  that  they  would  improve  the  time  ia  rdigioas 
conversation,  earnest  prayer,  and  singing  the  praises  of 
God.  This  mode  of  improving  the  time,  both  by  the 
ministers  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  hearers,  was  strict- 
ly adhered  to :  doc  only  were  exhortations  gtvea,  but 
many  sermons  also  were  preached  along  the  hnes  in  the 
evening  ;  and  the  exercises  continued,  by  the  ministen 
io  general,  till  midnight ;  and  by  the  Methodist  minis* 
ters,  among  their  adherents,  nearly  or  quite  all  the  night 

**  On  Saturday  mornti^,  the  ministers  assembled,  nter 
an  early  breakfast,  and  appcnnted  a  committee  to  arrange 
the  services  for  that  day  and  the  two  following.  The 
nnnmittee  consisted  wholly  of  Presbyterian  muristcrs. 
They  soon  pei^brmed  the  work  of  their  appotntment, 
and  assigned  the  several  ministers  present  their  respec- 
tive parts  of  the  service.  By  this  arrmgement,  two  pub- 
lick  services  were  appointed  at  each  stand  for  that  day ; 
three  for  the  Sabbath,  together  with  the  administration 
of  the  communion,  at  a  place  a  little  distant  frtnnfbeeo- 
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ompDMOt;  ^4two»t  e»ch  stapd  again  for  Mondajr. 
The  intervals,  and  evenings  in  particular,  to  be  improved 
in  the  same  manner  as  op  the  former  day.  Neces- 
sary business  calling  me  away  on  Sunday  evening,  I  did 
not  see  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting.  This,  however, 
I  can  say,  it  was  conducted  with  much  solemnity,  while 
I  was  at  }tf  ^r\d  th^engagedness  of  die  people  appeared 
X.0  be  gre^.  Many  seemed  to  te  seriously  concerned  fo^ 
die  salvation  o£  their  aouls }  acd  the  preaching  and  ex^ 
hortatigns  of  the  ministers  in  general  were  well  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  tight  sentiments,  and  make  right  impres- 
sions. In  the  intervals  of  publick  worship,  tpe  voice  of 
praise  was  heard  among  the  tentsin  every  direction,  and 
frequently  that  of  prayer  by  private  Christians.  "Xhe 
commumon  service  was  performed  with  much  apparei>,t 
.  devotion,  v^ile  I  attended,  which  was  at  the  serving  oif 
Xhc  firat  table.  The  Friesbyteiians  and  Methodists  sat 
down  together  ;  but  the  Baptists,  on  the  prindpjs 
vhlch  has  generally  governed  them  on  this  subject,  ab- 
Stuned.  Several  persons  suffered  at  this  meeting  those 
bodily  aSpctions,  which  have  been  before  experienced  iX 
jK^entpcky,  North-Carolina,  a^d  at  other  places,  wher? 
the  extraordinary  revivals  in  rfjigion  witnin  this  year 
or  tjvo  have  taken  place.  Some  of  them  fell  instantane- 
Qusly,  as  though  struck  with  lightnii^,  and  co'iitinued  in- 
sensible for  a  length  of  time  ;  others  were  more  mildly 
affected,  and  soon  recovered  th^r  bodily  strength,  with 
a  pro|ier  command  of  their  mesital  powers.  Deep  con- 
yictipn  ibr  {^n,  and  apprehension  of  the  wrath  of  God, 
TiraB  professed  by  the  chief  of  them  at  first  j  and  sever^ 
of  them  afterwards  appeared  to  have  a  joyful  sense  of  par- 
donii^  mercy  through  a  Redeemer.  Others  continued 
under  a  sense  of  condemnation,  after  those  extraordinaty 
hodily  a&ctions  ceased ;  and  some  irom  the  first,  m. 
.peared  to  bie.more  affected  with  the  greatness  and  good- 
ness of  God,  and  with  the  love  of  Christ,  than  wittt  ap- 
prehensions of  divine  wrath.  In  a  few  cases  there  wem 
indications,  as  .1  conceived,  of  enthusiasm,  and  even  af- 
JfeQtation ;  but  in  others  a  strong  evidence  of  supernat- 
ural power  and  gradous  influence.  Several  received  the 
io^pressign  in  their  tents ;  others  in  a  still  more  retjb^ 
utuatioo,  quite  withdrawn  frpin  company  ^  f^p»  wl]i» 
VOL.  2.  22 
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had  been  to  that  moment  in  oppo^tioii  to  what  wu 
thus  going  on,  under  the  character  of  the  work  of  God } 
and  others,  who  had  been  till  then  careless.  The  nuni;> 
ber  of  persons  thUJ  affected,  white  I  was  present,  was 
not  great  in  proportion  to  the  multitude  attending.  I 
have,  indeed,  b»n  informed  several  more  were  airected 
the  evening  after  I  camaaway,  and  the  next  day  ^  but 
in  all,  they  could  not  be^  equal  to  the  proportional  num- 
l^ers  which  were  thus  a&cted  at  som^  other  meetinga; 
especially  in  Kentucky.  Several,  indeed  a  very  consider- 
able number,  had  gone  70  or  80  niiies  from  the  lower 
parts  of  this  State  to  attend  this  meeting }  of  the«,  a  pret- 
ty large  proportion  came  under  the  above  described  iiil< 
pressions ;  and  since  their  return  to  their  houses,  an  extra- 
ordinary revival  has  taken  place  in  the  congregations  ttt 
which  they  belong.  It  has  spread  also  across  the  upper- 
parts  of  this  State,  in  a  western  direction.  There  are 
some  favourable  appearances  in  several  of  the  Baptist 
churches;  but  my  accounts  of  them  are  not  particular 
enough  to  be  transmitted.  Taking  it  for  granted  that 
you  have  seen  the  publication  entitled  "  Surprizing  Ac- 
counts," by  Woodward,  of  Philadelphia,  tontaining  the 
accounts  of  revivals  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  !t^rth- 
Carolina,  I  therefore  say  nothing  of  them ;  but  only, 
that  the  work  In  North-Carolina  increases  greatly ;  op- 
position however  is  made  by  many  ;  and  I  am  informed 
that  the  congregation,  of  which  I  have  been  writing 
'  so  much,  (that  at  the  WaxhaWs)  is  likely  to  be  divided 
on  account  of  it ;  and  that  Mr.  Brown  has  been  shut 
out  of  the  place  of  worship  since  the  meenng  was  held 
there,  by  some,  I  suppose  a  majority,  of  his  elders  and 
adherents.  A  particular  reason  of  the  ofience  taken  by 
them,  as  I  have  understood,  was  the  practice  of  commun- 
ing with  the  Methodists.  Having  mentioned  this  de- 
nomination frequently,  I  think  it  proper  to  say,  that  it 
is  that  class  of  Methodists  who  are  followers  of  Mr.  Wes- 
ley, which  is  intended ;  few  of  the  followers  of  Mr.  White- 
field  are  to  be  found  in  the  United  States,  not  at  least 
as  congregations.  These  genenl  meetings  have  a  great 
tendency  to  excite  the  attention,  and  engage  it  to  relig- 
ion. Were  there  no  other  ailment  in  their  favour,  this 
"alone  would  carry  great  waght  with  a  inflecting  mind ; 
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but  there  are  many  more  wluch  may  be  urged.  At 
the  same  time,  it  must  be  conceded  that  there  are  some 
incidental  eviU  which  attend  them,  and  give  pain  to  one 
who  feels  a  just  regard  for  relig^n.  Men  of  an  enthu- 
siastick  disposition  have  a  favonrable  opportunity  at 
them  of  dimising  their  spirit,  and  they  do  not  £iil  to 
improve  the  opportunity  for  this  purpose ;  and  the  too 
free  intercourse  between  the  sexes  in  such  an  encamp- 
ment is  unfavourable.  However,  I  hope  the  direct  good 
obtained  from  these  meetings  will  much  more  than  coun* 
terbalance  the  incidental  evil. 

"  I  am,  reverend  and  dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  servant 
in  the  gospel,  RICHARD  FURMAN." 

'.  Most  of  the  first  settlers  of  South-Carolina  were  mem- 
bers  of  the  Church  of  England ;  Episcopacy  of  course 
became  the  established  religion  of  the  Province,  and  re- 
mained so  until  after  the  American  war,  when,  by  the 
State.  Constitution,  all  denominations  were  placed  on  a 
Jevel  as  it  respects  the  &vours  of  government.  During 
the  Frovinci^  government,  dissenting  ministers  were 
not  permitted  to  celebrate  the  rites  of  matrimony  ;  large 
glebe  lands  were  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  cler- 
gy, which  the  society  still  hold,  and  the  money  to  build 
their  chArches  was  drawn  from  the  publick  treasury. 
.  These  were  some  of  the  ejiclusive  privileges  which  the 
civil  government  conferred  on  the  £];»BC0pal  establlsh- 
m«it.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Baptists  or  any 
dissenters  have  ever  been  much  molested  in  this  goT- 
ernment,  either  by  corporal  punishments  or  those  per* 
^zing,  provoking,  and  rapaaous  things,  called  in  New. 
England  mnitterial  taxes. 

Though  the  Baptists,  as  a  denomination,  have  never 
suffered  much  persecution  in  a  legal  form,  yet  some  in* 
dividuals,  and  espedally  a  number  of  thtdr  ministerv, 
have  lufiered  from  the  improper  interference  of  unwor- 
thy magistrates  and  unauthorized  and  Ingotted  persons. 

Morgan  Edwards,  gives  the  following  account  of  the 
arbitrary  proceedings  i:^  a  manstrate  near  the  Cheraws 
on  Pedee  River,  by  the  name  c^  Alexander  Gordon,  who 
is  said  to  have  been  a  Presbyterian  :  *'  One  Joseph  Cates 
Iield  9.  meeting  iu  his  aeisbboorhood.    His  worship  pr«- 
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sently  fetched  the  aggressor  coram  rtoBh,  ihd  got  three 
others  to  assist  him  to  form  a  spiritu^  court.  The 
jjreacher  was  then  asked,  "  Who  gave  yoll  Huthority  to 
preach  ?'  He  replied,  "  The  same  that  ^tb  the  apostle 
Paul  authority."  Upon  Which,  his  worship  angrily  said, 
**  He  blasphemeth  !  What  say  you,  gentlemen  ?'*  The 
gentlemen  were  of  his  mind,  and  the  Ba{)tist  preacher 
was  severely  whipt.  The  thing  gave  great  offetlce  in  the 
neighbourhood,  insomuch  that  his  worship  foutid  it  req- 
uisite to  propagate  evil  reports  concerning  the  preacher** 
inoral  character,  in  order  to  justify  the  action ;  for  per- 
secutors always  represent  the  persecuted  as  devils  rather 
than  men." 

But  these  days  of  rancour  and  opposition  are  past. 
THe  Baptists  are  now  a  large,  respectable,  and  indeed 
powerful  body,  and  are  more  in  danger  of  being  affected 
to  their  disadvantage  by  prosperity  than  adversity.  Tht 
communicants  and  adherents  in  South-Carcdina  are  esti* 
mated  by  Dr.  Furman  at  upwards  of  ?<),00o  soub,  ^hich 
}s  more  than  one-si^th  of  the  popuUtion  of  the  ^h<M 
State.  I-  f 

The  Education  Fund  belonging  to  the  Charlteton  As- 
sociation, with  Mr.  Roberts's  Academy,  and  the  funds 
which  have  been  colleaed  for  defraying  the  expenses  ti 
fhe  mission  to  the  Catawba  Indians,  wul  be  noticed  un- 
per  the  respective  heads  of  Litera/y  and  Missionary  affair^. 
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Thb  first  settlements  in  Georgia  were  made  w  nsa. 
Mr.  Edwards  infonus  ub,  that  among  the  first  settkts 
were  coine  Baptists,  putiraldrly  WUUam  Covert  of  Lu- 
arfnshire,  M^lUam  Slack  of  Irdand,  Thomas  Walkte  of 
|forthaii^>tOD,  and  one  PdihilL*  Calvert  mi  P^uU 
^rere  |veachent  tfaough  npt  orduned.    But  the  ftpCist 

*  Fii0unwMthepat)dbthercfthepmentTbana3PoIhiIl,o(V(r«'iHgtcbt 
Vtfo  Prices  me,  that  It  it  dpubtfol  b  t^  mind  #lKtherhe  wn  a  Bfiptist 
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iiitemt  vat  very  msll  in  thit  Stite,  for  about  forty  years 
aft«r  its  settlement.  Tlurc  were  but  fout  churcbeB  in 
the  whole  province  when  Mr.  Edwards  vitited  it,  abcuit 
1T7S;  thMe  were  not  iarge,  and  most  efthem  were 
Aewly  formed.  But  a  little  before  this  period  the  zeal- 
oiift  Separates  bei;an  to  eongratc  hither :  great  success 
attMded  their  labours ;  many  churches  were  soon  raised 
up }  and  ftodi  their  introduction  to  the  present  time,  tho 
Baptist  cause  has  had  a  ^adaal,  and  in  many  in&tances 
A  rapid  prevalence  thronshoat  most  parts  of  the  State  ;  so 
that  Georgia  now  c6atains  more  of  our  denominatioB 
than  any  of  the  southern  States,  Vir^nia  excepted. 

AIthoug;h  the  Baptists  tn  Georgia  maxle  their  fint  ap- 
{i6ardAc«  is  the  low  countriea,  yet  thoy  never  had  much 
SucceAl  there,  \mtil  within  about  twenty  yeara  past  j  but 
they  have  been  numerons  in  the  apper  country  for  abo« 
ibity  yda.ts,  which  sukcs  it  proper  that  we  should  relate 
tht'rt  history  first. 

The  Chtirdi  on  Kidu  Creek  is  the  (rfdest  in  Georgia  j 
it  bd«ngs  to  the  Geoipa  Assodatioii,  and  was  l^th^red 
by  that  fatftons  Ba{K»t  ibiiuster,  Daniel  Marshal.  Thia 
«hnrch  VBs  orgaaittd  in  ITT'S ;  it  is  situated  about  18 
iiriks  tAove  Augnstaj  in  the  county  of  Cf^mbia,  in  the 
Mighbourhood  of  the  two  Kioka  Creeks^  which  empty 
into  the  Sttvimnah  river  within  one  iniie  of  each  other. 
Mrt  Dsmrel  ManhaH's  name  has  been  often  mentioaBd 
In  the  precedii^  put  of  our  history,  and  hi  his  biog> 
t^phy  the  reader  knay&d  his  character  vore  fully  itiin- 
<ttt6d.  Alter  sDJotmnng  In  many  grfanes  in  Virata  and 
the  Ciro^as,  he,  in  1771,  removed  from  the  ndtgUtoikr- 
)ng  part  of  Sanrit-Carolina,  ajid  settied  on  the  largest  of 
tite  Kiodca  CreAlu,  where  he  resided  to  the  dose  Of  his 
useful  fife.  It  wfll  be  reaenAered  by  the  reader,  thai 
Mr.  Marshid^  was  a  Separate  Baptist,  and  one  6f  the  prin- 
cipal founders  of  that  extcnrive  community.  A  number 
4a  h«s  bKNfinn  baxl  rnaoved  to  Geofgta  before  hUn  ; 
Mnhe  he  found  in  the  neighbourhood  vfittrt  he  sAtled, 
and  others  were  scattared  in  d^er«it  parts  of  the  ^louo- 
try  i  and  this  dispersion  of  the  tnvthieD  had  the  founda- 
1{(H)  ibr  anumber  of  churches,  which  were  raised  up 
fiot  !0A^  after. 
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The  Kioka  church  has  been  an  important  establishment, 
having  been  the  nursery  of  a  number  of  useful  minuten, 
and  the  mother  of  many  churches.  Samuel  Newton, 
Abraham  Marshall,  Alexander  Scott,  Silas  Mercer,  Ix>ve- 
fcss  Savage,  Thomas  Mercer,  Samuel  Cartlidge,  John 
and  lames  Saunders,  John  Stanford,  and  John  &>yd,  are 
among  the  ministerial  sons,  which  she  hath  sent  forth 
into  the  Lord's  vineyard.  The  founder  of  this  church 
was  remarkable  foi'  encouraging  his  brethren  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  gifts  with  which  they  were  endowed.  It 
was  a  common  saying  with  him,  **  I  would  that  all  the 
Lord's  servants  were  prophets."  During  the  troubles 
occasioned  by  the  American  war,  many  of  the  Baptists 
among  others  fled  from  the  country  ;  but  Mr.  Marshall 
maintained  his  post,  and  with  very  few  exceptions  held 
bis  meetings  regularly  through  the  whole  of  the  war. 
On  the  return  of  peace,  the  refugees  returned  to  their 
deserted  homes  and  almost  ruined  possessions;  and  with 
them  a  flood  of  emigrants,  many  of  whom  were  Baptists, 
poured  into  the  country  from  many  of  the  more  nordi- 
ern  States,  and  the  Kioka  church  soon  began  to  increase, 
and  has  generally  been  in  a  flourishing  condition  from 
that  to.  the  present  time.  This  church  has  experienced 
a  number  of  very  precious  revivals.  In  1 787,  about  one 
hundred  were  baptized  by  their  present  pastor,  Rev. 
Abraham  Marshall,  the  worthy  son  and  successor  of  Dan< 
iel.  The  next  remarkable  ingathering  here  was  about 
180S,  in  the  time  of  the  great  revival,  which  prevailed 
most  powerfully  at  that  time  in  many  parts  of  Georgia. 
l*he  religious  attention  at  Kioka  was  very  great ;  two  or 
three  camp-meetings  were,  from  necessity,  held  in  the 
neighbourhood,  in  which  some  of  the  most  affecting  scenes 
of  joy'and  sorrow,  of  depression  and  transport  were  ex- 
hibited. In  this  revival,  Mr.  Marshall  baptized  aboitf 
100  more. 

This  church  had  two  temporary  biuldings  for  publick 
-worship,  which  had  gone  to  decay  before  their  present 
meeting-house  was  erected,  which  is  acommodiouti  brick 
building,  60  feet  by  4a 

The  aged  Daniel  Marshall  died  in  1784,  and  his  son 
Abraham  succeeded  him  in  the  pastoral  Q^:e,  in  wh\ch 
he  still  continues.    Mr.  Marshall  was  born  at  Windsor, 
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neu  the  dty  of  Htetford,  in  Connecticut,  in  17.50.  He 
was  only  three  years  old,  when  his  father,  excited,  as  he 
supposed,  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  HteraUy 
left  all,  and  went  to  preach  to  the  Mohawk  Indians. 
Here  yoting  Abraham,  as  he  with  much  pleasantry  in- 
forms his  friends,  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  ; 
for  the  first  things  he  remembers,  were  smoking  wig- 
warns,  and  their  tawoy,  untutored  inhabitants.  He  re- 
mained with  his  pious  parent  in  all  his  excursions,  and 
was,  when  he  setded  in  Georgia,  about  21  years  of  age. 
He  had  began  to  preach  a  short  time  before.  He  has  now 
been  in  the  ministry  more  than  forty  years,  is  extensively 
known  and  much  respected  i  and  more  than  this,  the 
maxims  we  have  adopted  will  not  permit  us  to  say. 
Some  account  of  hia  visit  to  Mew>£ngland  in  1 786,  may 
be  found  in  the  biography  of  his  kinsman  Elialdm  Mar- 
sbaU. 

We  have  thus  briefly  related  the  history  of  the  church, 
which  the  venerable  Daniel  Marshall,  in  his  old  age, 
founded  in  this  State ;  and  as  we  have  obtained  but  a  fow 
scattering  hints  concerning  the  other  churches,  which 
were  founded  shortly  after,  we  shall  pass  on  to  take 
some  notice  of  the  Associations,  which  have  originated 
from  these  early  establishments,  and  intersperse  with 
their  history  whatever  we  may  think  proper  to  mentimi 
concerning  the  ministers  or  churches  which  they  have 
or  may  now  comprehend.  These  Associations  are  the 
Georgia,  Hepzibah,  Sarepta,  and  Oakmulgee,  most  of 
them  are  large  and  all  of  them  respectable  communi- 
ties. 

Georgia  Associatioh. 

This  being  the  oldest,  demands  our  first  attention. 
It  was  organized  in  1784,  thirteen  years  after  Daniel 
,  Marshall  settled  at  Eioka.  As  the  Minutes  of  its  first 
meetings  were  not  printed,  nor  its  records  preserved,  it 
cannot  be  ascertained  of  what  number  of  churches  it 
was  at  first  composed.  In  1786,  two  years  after  Its  for- 
mation, it  contained  the  ten  following,  viz.  Kioka, 
Fishing  Creek,  Upton's  Creek,  Philip's  Mill,  Whatley's 
Mill,  Long  Creek,  Long  Creek  of  Ogechee,  Providence 
on  Rocky  Comfort  Creek,  Powel's  Creek,  and  Van's 
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Creek.  The  number  of  members  was,'  at  that'  tiflie, 
o&ly  518,  and  the  principal  ministers  were  Saunden 
Wdker,  Jephtha  Vining,  Dozier  Thornton,  Peter  Smith, 
Abraham  Marahall,  Mark  Cookt  Silas  Mercer,  Thomas 
Mercer,  and  John  Harvey.  Jeremiah  Walker,  David 
Tinaley,  and  Matthew  Talbot  removed  into  the  country 
aoon  after  the  date  above  mentioned.  Most  of  the 
abovenamed  preachere  were  eminent  among  the  Bap- 
tists a»j  extensively  useful  in  their  4ay,  and  with  very 
Sew  exceptions  removed  hither,  a^  did  nio»t  of  thw 
Baptitt  brethren  from  Noi$h-Carolina  and  Virginia. 
For  aa  account  of  the  famous  Silas  Mercer,  see  his  biog- 
raphy* Thomas  Mercer,  hie  half  brother,  has  gone  to 
the  Missisippi  Territory,  and  belongs  to  the  small  As- 
«Ociat'k>n  whidi  has  there  been  formed.  The  mutable 
4nd  spotted  character  of  Jeremiah  Walker  is  ^ven  U 
his  biography,  as  is  that  of  the  meek  and  exenu&ry 
Saunders  Walker,  hie  natural  brother.  Peter  Smith  has 
removed  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  belongs  to  the  Mia- 
mi Afsociatioc.  David  TioiJey  died  in  Georgia,  and  is 
weU  spoken  of.  He  was  one  of  the  early  Separate 
preachers  in  Virginia,  where  he  was  a  number  of  timee 
imprisoned,  and  once  in  company  with  Jeremiah  Walker. 
Mr.  Tinsley  received  £our  originations.  The  £rst  was 
to  the  oflke  of  a  deacon,  the  second  to  that  of  a  ruHng  el- 
der, his  third  ordination  was  to  the  office  of  preaching 
the  gospel,  and  in'  the  fourth  place  he  was  ordained  an 
evangelist  by  Col.  Samuel  Harris^  while  he  officiated  in 
the  dj^ified  character  of  the  Apostle  of  Virginia. 

The  Georgia  Association  has  abounded  with  ministers, 
who  were  either  nurtured  within  its  bounds,  or  received 
among  them  from  other  parts  \  but  as  so  many  have 
been  dismissed  to  other  Associations,  its  present  number 
is  not  great ;  but  among  them  are  yet  retained  Abraham 
Marshall  and  Jesse  Mercer.  Something  has  been  said  of 
Mr.  Marshall  already.  Jesse  Mercer  is  a  son  of  the  late 
worthy  Silas  Mercer.  He  was  born  in  Halifax  county,. 
North- Carolina,  1769,  It  was  soon  after  his  birth,  that 
his  father,  as  may  be  seen  in  his  biography,  got  the  ■- 
church  parson  to  dip  two  of  his  children  in  a  t»rrel  i>i 
water  which  he  had  prepared  for  the  purpose.  When 
he  became  a  believer,  he  was  baptized  again  ;  so  that 


Sesit-Mtrcer^s  mefidtabourt.  I'Q 

!Mercer  is  tnily  ui  Anab^tist.  He  was  orduned  when 
he  was  about  20  years  of  age,  and  has  oow  been  in  the 
ministry  more  than  twenty  years.  He  travelled  comid* 
erably  in  his  younger  days,  but  for  a  number  of  yeara 
past,  has  been  stationed  in  the  care  of  four  large  church- 
eSi  viz.  Whatley's  Mttl,  Philip's  Mill,  Powelton,  and  Sar- 
dis,  formerly  called  Hutton's  Fork  ;  all  of  which  were 
gathered  by  his  father,  and  supplied  by  him  during  his 
itfe.  There  are  other  preachers  belonging  to  these 
churches,  but  Mr.  Mercer  is  considered  their  pastor,  and 
preaches  and  administers  the  Lord's  Supper  to  them  in 
rotation  once  in  four  weeks  y  and  whenever  a  month  has 
five  Lord's  days  in  it,  he  leaves  his  circle,  to  visit  some 
of  the  neighbouring  churches.  All  the  above-mentioned 
churches  are  large  and  wealthy,  and  by  their  united  ef- 
forts afford  their  circulating  pastor  only  a  moderate  sup- 
fort.  But  either  of  them  might  well  enough  support 
im  alone  \  and  whether  they  continue  this  practice,  sO 
disadvantageous  to  themselves  and  so  laborious  to  their 
pastor^  because  they  are  mutually  unwilling  to  part  with 
nim  or  with  a  little  more  of  their  carnal  things,  is  not 
our  province  to  say.  Mr.  Mercer  certainly  merits  their 
esteem  ;  but  they  would  find  do  difficulty  in  procuring  ac* 
ceptable  pastors,  if  they  would  set  about  it  properly.  We 
observed  something  on  the  circumstance  of  one  minister 
supplying  a  number  of  churches,  in  the  close  of  our  his- 
tory of  the  Virginia  Baptists,  and  there  proposed  to 
speak  more  definitely  of  the  matter  in  the  chapter  of 
general  observations^ 

But  to  return:  The  Association  of  which  we  are 
speaking,  increased  very  fast  for  a  number  of  years  from 
the  date  last  mentioned,  so  that,  in  1790,  it  contained 
34  churches  and  2877  members. 

In  1796,  a  number  of  churches  were  dismissed  to 
form  the  Hephzibah  Association.  Only  two  years  after, 
seven  churches  more  were  dismissed  from  this  iticreas- 
ing  establishment,  which  united  under  the  name  of  ths 
"Sarepu  Association,  And  in  18)0,  another  detachment 
was  taken  off  to  form  an  Association  by  the  name  of 
Oakmulgee.  But  after  all  these  dismissions,  this  flourish- 
'  ing  body  contains  upwards  of  thirty  churches,  and  more 
than  two  thousand  communicants. 
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Hbphzibah  Association. 

In  1704,  eighteeD  churches  were  disinisse<]  from  iht 
Georgia  Association,  and  by  them  the  Hephzibab  was 
soon  after  formed.  But  Uttle  more  can  be  said  respect- 
ing it,  than  that  it  has  moved  on  in  harmony  and  ord«', 
and  has  experienced  some  refreshing  seasons.  Benjamin 
iDavis,  Thomas  Mercer,  John  Stanford,  WilUam  Frank- 
lin, John  Harvey,  Joseph  Baker,  George  Granbury, 
William  Cone,  and  David  M'Cullers  were  its  princiful 
ministers  at  the  time  of  constitution.  Some  of  them 
have  since  died,  some  have  removed  to  other  parts,  and 
others  have  succeeded  them.  This  body  contains  but 
few  preachers  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  churches, 
and  all  we  can  say  cS  them  b,  that  they  are  a  plain,  la- 
borious, and  pious  set  of  men,  who  labour  six  days  in 
the  week  for  the  support  of  their  families,  and  the 
seventh  for  the  gogd  0/  souls. 

The  churches  which  compose  this  Association  are 
situated  mostly  in  the  counties  of  Washington,  Burl^ 
Warren,  Laurens,  Willdnson,  Jefferson,  BuIlast^  liberty, 
"tatnall,  Effingfour,  and  Twiggs.  I'hey  are  on  both 
sides  of  the  Qgechee  and  Oconee  rivers,  and  some  of  them 
are  between  the  rivers  Oconee  and  Oakmulgee,  and  ex- 
tend down  the  country  within  50  or  60  miles  of  the  sea- 
coast. 

Sarsfta  AssociAiioM. 

In  1798,  seven  churches  were  dismissed  from  the 
Georgia  Association,  and  in  due  form  were  organized 
under  the  name  of  the  Sarepta  Association.  The  names 
of  these  churches  were  Shoal  Creek,  Van's  Cre^  Dove's 
Creek,  Hollow  Spring,  Cabbin  Creek,  Nail's  Credt, 
Millstone,  and  Trail  Creek.  All  of  them  then  were  in  the 
UppLT  settlements  in  the  State.  Dazier  Thornton,  Joho 
Cleaveland,  Willbm  Davis,  Thomas  Johnson,  and  Thom. 
as  Gilbert  were  the  minbters  of  the  above-mentioned 
churches.  •<  - 

Ibe  Sarepta  Association  has  enjoyed  j^eat  prosperity 
and  enWgement,  and  received  large  addidons  in  the 
time  of  ths^grsat  revival  about  1802. 
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The  clmrches  of  this  Aasodztion  are  situated  along 
the  south  side  of  the  Savannah  river,  and  extend  from 
the  mouth  of  Broad-river  of  Georgia,  vhich  eoipties 
into  the  Savannah  about  fiftv  miles  above  Augusta,  to 
'the  highest  settlements  in  the  State  in  that  dJ>'cction. 
They  also  extend  out  into  the  country  as  fir  as  the  river 
Oconee.  They  are  scattered  over  many  counties,  but 
most  of  them  are  in  those  of  Elbert,  Oglethorpe,  jqckson, 
and  Franklin.  Two  of  them  are  over  the  Savannah  in 
■South-Carolina. 

Oakmi^lobb  Association. 

A  FEW  years  since,  a  large  tract  of  hnd,  high  ub  in 
Georgia,  was  purchased  of  the  Indians,  and  their  claim 
to  it  forever  extinguished.  This  tract  is  called  by  the 
Georgians  the  New  Purchase.  Being  a  healthy  and  fer- 
tile country,  it  was  settled  with  great  rapidity,  and  the 
seat  of  government  has  been  removed  from  LouisvHle 
on  the  Ogechee  to  Milledgeville,  which  his  here  been 
erected. 

Many  Baptist  churches  were  In  a  short  time  gathered 
in  the  New  Purchase.  They  united  with  the  Georgfa 
Association  ;  but  many  of  them  were  very  remote  from 
the  centre  of  that  body,  which  led  them  to  think  o( 
forming  an  Association  ainong  themselves.  According- 
ly, in  Oct.  1810,  about  twenty  churches  petitioned  the 
mother  body  for  a  dismission,  which  was  granted.  A 
number  of  newly  constituted  churches,  which  had  not 
associated,  united  with  them  ;  and  in  November  of  the 
same  year,  they  organized  a  body  to  which  they  gave 
Ac  name  of  tlie  Oakmulgee  Association.  The  next 
year,  six  more  newly  established  churches  were  added 
to  this  confederacy;  so  that  now  (18U)  it  containB 
thirty-four  churches  and  1885  communicants.  Thit 
churches  of  this  Association  are  situated  between  tb^ 
■  Oconee  and  Oakmulgee  rivers,  and  are  scattered  over 
an  extent  of  country  of  from  thirty  to  thirty>fiv«  miles 
wide,  and  from  sixty  to  seventy  miles  in  length,  and 
are  mostly  in  the  counties  of  Randolph,  Morgan,  Putnam^ 
Baldwin,and  Jones. 
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i  so    Sepie  »f  the  Orphan-hmse  People  beceme  BaftiiU, 

It  is  now  about  forty  years  since  Daniel  Marshall  set* 
tied  in  Georgia  ;  and  in  this  time  it  appears  that  the  Bap. 
tists,  which  proceeded  directly  or  indirectly  Jrom  t^ 
Separate  connexion,  have  increased  to  about  a  hundred 
and  forty  churches,  an^  pot  ^  ^m  eleven  thousand 
ine(iibers. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  treat  of  our  brethren  in  the 
low  country,  and  also  to  give  some  account  of  the  Savan- 
nah-river Association. 

Unfortunately  for  this  pant  of  our  history,  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's sixth  volume  of  Manuscript  Materials,  which  re- 
lated wholly  to  the  Baptists  in  Georgia,  has  all  been 
destroyed,  except  one  leaf  and  part  of  another-  This 
volume  must  hiye  been  small,  as  it  was  written  about 
forty  years  ago,  when  the  Baptists  had  never  flourished 
.miich  in  the  province.  From  the  defaced  and  perishing 
remains  of  this  volupie,  I  £nd  the  following  sketches. 
"  About  the  year  1759,  eight  families  of  the  Seventh-day 
Baptists  settled  near  Tuckaseeking.*'  More  will  be 
said  respecting  them  in  the  history  of  that  people. 

"  In  the  year  1757,  Nicholas  Bedgegood,  of  the  Or- 
phan<houBe,  embraced  the  sentiments  of  the  Baptists, 
*nd  was  soon  after  baptized  by  Oliver  Hart,  of  Charles- 
too.  In  1 763,  he  baptized  Mr.  Benjamin  Stirk  and  wife, 
Thomas  Dixon,  and  one  Dupree  ;  these,  with  a  few  oth- 
er Baptists,  had  the  lord's  Supper  administered  to  them, 
at  the  OrphaU'liouse,  by  Mr.  Bedgegood.  But  Mr. 
Stirk  removing  to  Goshen,  Dupree  dying,  and  Dixon 
going  to  England,  the  society  broke  up,  to  the  no  small 
satiBtaction  of  Mr.  Whitefield,  whose  righteous  soul  had 
been  so  vexed  with  the  matter,  that  he  spake  unadvisedly 
with  his  lips."  From  the  time  of  this  dispersion,  there 
always  have  been  Baptists  in  ttiis  region,  but  no  church 
was  formed  tintil  a  number  of  years  after.  Accords 
ing  to  Mr.  Edwards,  there  were,  in  1772,  "about  forty 
Baptist  families,  scattered  oyer  the  southern -parts  of 
Georgia,  and  amongst  them  were  about  6fiy  baptized 
persons,  most  of  whom  were  emigrants  from  other  colo^ 
nies,  and  some  from  the  old  country." 

In  the  year  177U  Rev,  Edmund  Bptsfbrd,  no^  of 
Georgetown,  South-Carolina,  who  was  then  young,  be^ 
^n  to  preach  at  Tuckasee^ng,  and  continue  to  Ubo^f 


Mr,  Botsforipreacbet  to  Geor^.  (81 

with  much  success  in  diiFerrat  parts  of  Georgia,  for  the 
space  of  about  eizht  years ;  but  the  distractions  of  the 
American  var  obliged  bim  to  make  a  precipitate  flight 
from  the  couatry,  with  the  loss  of  about  ;t300  ster- 
,  ling,  which  he  had  but  a  little  whHc  before  received  from 
England. 

When  Mr.  Botsford  began  his  ministry  in  Georgia, 
Daniel  Marshall  was  the  only  orduned  minister  in  the 
State  ;  but  besides  him,  there  were  Abraham  Marshall, 
Saunders  Walker,  and  Solomon  Thompson,  who  were 
not  ordained.  Between  Mr.  Botsford  and  these  men, 
there  was  not,  at  first,  a  very  intimate  connexion.  The 
reason  was,  that  they  were  of  the  Separate  order,  and  he 
was  a  Regular  Baptbt ;  and  besides,  the  scene  of  his  labours 
was  generally  much  lower  down  the  country  than  theirs. 
But  the  suspicions  of  the  Separates  gradually  subsided ; 
Mr.  Botsford  was  by  degrees  admitted  to  their  fellow 
ship  and  affection ;  and  before  he  fled  from  the  country, 
the  hindrances  to  their  union  were  so  far  removed,  that 
they  zealously  and  successfully  co-operated  in  their  evan- 
gelical exertions. 

During  five  years  of  Mr.  Botsford's  residence  in  Geor- 
c;ta,  that  is,  from  1 773,  when  he  was  ordained,  to  1779, 
he  baptized  J48  persons,  and  founded  two  churches; 
the  first  was  called  New  Savannah,  and  was  organized  in 
]773-  This  church  nov  belongs  to  the  Hephzibah  As- 
sociation, under  the  name  of  Botsford  Old  Meeting'Hotue. 
Mr.  Botsford  preached  here  but  a  short  time;  for  the 
next  year  after  the  church  was  formed,  a  war  broke  out 
^itb  the  Creek  Indians,  which  obliged  him  to  leave  the 
place.  He  next  settled  on  Briar  Creek,  at  some  distance, 
where  another  church  was  soon  founded,  which  also  be- 
longs to  the  Hephzibah  Association.  A  number  of  the 
constituent  members  of  this  church  had  previously  united 
with  the  Ewhaw  church,  in  South-Carolina,  then  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Francis  Felot.* 

*  The  following  anecdotes  of  Mr.  BotsTord,  while  he  laboured  in 
may  net  be  unacwptabfc  to  the  reader.  Once  on  a  inumej'  up  to  the  Kit 
where  he  had  awxiimed  to  jweach,  he  cnlled  at  a  Mr.  Savklg^^'a  to  inquii. 
the  way.  This  Mr.  Savidge  waa  then  a  Ij^otted  churchman,  Ijut  was  hb[)e- 
liilly  aoquainted  with  tlie  truth.  After  he  hiicl  given  the  stranger  pitiper  di- 
fectwns,  the  fallowing  convenatioi  ensued :  "  f  suppiHc  vm  we  the  B^xifrt, 
miiusler,  who  is  to  preach  to-day  at  theKioka."  "Ves,%;  wiilvougo?" 
fl^Oilam  iwt&natf  tJieBaptiui;  tbej' chink  qobody  is  Uapt'ized  bin  thtsi- 


in  Atacdttes  ^Mr.  B^ani, 

Before  Mr.  Bedgegood  left  tht  Orphan-hpaw  fee 
South-Can^a,  he  baptiaeda  number  of  persons  beudei 
those  who  have  been  named,  and  amooe  them  was  the 
mother  of  Rev.  Thomas  FcJhill,  of  Newington.  There 
were  about  this  time  a  few  Bi^itist  members  at  Goshen, 
Tuckaseekingt  and  other  phu:e3 }  and  Benjamin  Stirk  apt 
pears  to  have  been  the  most  dutin^wsbed  and  active 
character  among  them.  He  was  a  native  of  Leeds,  York- 
^ire,  En^and.    Mr.  Wlutefield  took  him  under  hit 

■dves."  "Have  you  b«en  baotind?"  ^  Y«,  to  be  ■nre."  "How  dovoa 
know  f  "  How  do  1  know  I  whv,  my  parents  have  toM  me  I  wm."  "  Tnen 
ymdonotkiww,  cnlvbrinfDmi&tiwi.'^  On  tbl*  Mr.  BoUford  left  Urn,  but 
"How  doyouknowr'  haunted  him,  tQl be  became  (xnvinced of  hbdn^;  he 
was  baptized  by  Mr.  Marshall,  and  began  to  preach  the  same  day  he  was  bap' 
titcd,  and atill  continues  a t»ehilniinitteramohgtttheGeorglaBu>a8ts.  Tkof- 
fard**  "How  da  you  know  ^'  i^s  Mr.Savidge,  fintKtmetotuiiikiogabaut 
baptism. 

In  the  parts  tfGeorglia  where  Mr.  Bcuiard  labouRd,  the  inhabitants  were 
a  mbced  mulcitiide  of  emigrants  from  manv  difiereot  places ;  mctt  cf  dMia 
weredestitiueof  any  form  of  religion,  and  tile  few  who  paid  any  regard  to  it 
wefe  ttaleus  churdimen  and  Liitberana,  and  violently  oppoaed  td  die  Baptitti. 
In  the  tame  joumn  in  which  lie  fell  in  with  Mr.  Sandac,  be  prencbed  fl  [ha 
court-house  in  Buik  coonty.  The  aMemUy  at  first  paid  a  decent  attentim  ; 
butv  toward*  ibeeloie  of  tbc  sentim,  oneof  oiem  bawled  out  with  a  gieat  oath; 
"  The  mm  is  come."  Out  he  nubed,  otbcrs  Mowed,  the  anembly  was  bom 
left  amall,  and  by  the  time  Mr.  Botsfbrd  got  cut  to  hia  horx.  he  had  the  un* 
hapiriness  toted  many  ijfluitaearen  intoxicated  and  firhthK.  Andd  gentle- 
nan  came  tip  to  him,  tock  his  horse  by  die  bridle,  and  fai  his  pn&ne  dislea 
tnnBt  highly  emoUed  both  him  and  t^  disconn^  swore  he  mustorink  with  him, 
and  come  and  preach  In  his  ne%hboai4tnd.  It  was  now  nbtime  to  mum  or 
reprove ;  and  as  preaclung  waa  Mr.  fiotsfaxd's  hniarm.  be  Kccfited  tlie  old 
ttian's  invitatkn,  and  made  an  appt^ntment.  iSs  first  sermcn  was  blessed  to 
the«wakeidni;afliiswife;  sncefhisBanidsolieauiie  fellpous,  and  othen  >i 
the  settlement,  to  the  mmber  of  fifWn ,  were  in  a  diort  time  btfiebiUy  b«tsi|^ 
(o  the  knowleilge  of  the  truth,  and  the  old  man  himself  became  sober  and 
aMendve  to  rehgirm,  aMough  he  hever  made  a  pnblickprofesidcn  of  it. 

Notlcng  after,  Mr.  Botslord  preached  at  Stephen's  Creek,  a  little  over  the 
Savannah  river,  in  Soudt-Carolina,  where  he  was  called  uptm  to  baptise  Sarah 
Cleclcer,  ttie  wife  of  an  inionnt,  wicked  DotClunaR.  The  woman  observ- 
ed, she  did  not  know  thatlier  hu^nd  wonld  consent  to  her  bebg  baptised. 
Being  informed  he  was  present,  Mr.  Botsfbrd  called  him  up  to  him,  and  ad- 
dram  him  as  fiAows:  ''Hr.CIecker,IfaavETeaHa  tohopediatvom- wifeis 
a  beUever  in  Christ,  aad  she  wishes  ti 
forward,  unless  yon  give  you 


0,  tiet  feit^  i  Bhniit  hinter  my  *ire,  die  wasmajpnt  vive."  wUle  they  were 
preparB^far  tlie  water,  the  tittle  man  fell  into  a;>iMtr)^,  and  cursed  the 
preacher fbr " a gont fornottingsraK^a— ,  vaut,maxmepevorBaIldQ 


r  tlie  water,  the  tittle  man  fell  into  a;>iMtr)^,  and  cursed  the 

"a gont fornottingsnnt^a-— -,  vaut,maxmepevorBa~  ' 

Eble,  if  he  majr  tip  mv  rive."  ButddsMr.BotsfcrdifidnOthearflftaial 
wards.  Retnrmngfram  the  water,  he  saw  Mr.  decker  leaning  mdnstKtnc, 
apparently  in  great  trouble.  He  stepped  i^  to  him,  and  asked  him  what  was 
the  matter  i  **  Vaut  was  de  matterV  whv,  Sir,  my  vive  ts  going  to  hefen  and 
lamgoiiwtothetiveL.  I  ama  boorl<Btdnner:  leant  bemrclven:  Iftardc 
ground  w^  open  and  let  me  down  to  de  hclL  for  I  cursed  and  swore  yea  vaa 

sne  goot  (or  Dotting sonofa .  Lort  nave  mercy  on  me."   Ttuswasin 

hHy;  the  miserable  man  found  no  comftHl  till  he  was  brouebt  into  tbe  Itbertf 
aC  du  gospel-;  and  the  September  fblbwing,  Mr.  ^ottfbrd  cnptized  him. 
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}ntroiiage,  and  lettled  him  in- -his  employment  at -the 
Orphan-hoiue,  about  1760,  or  perhaps  earlier.  He  was 
'  brought  up  a  Presbyterian,  and  continued  in  the  b^f 
of  pedobaptism  untit  1 763»  when  he  became  what  he  was 
vrODt  to  call  a  Bii/e  ChruHan,  and  was  baptized  as  before 
rdated.  He  remained  at  the  Oq)han-houBe  about  four 
years  after  his  baptism,  wh«e  lie  lost  his  first  wife,  and 
married  for  his  second  the  widow  of  Nathaniel  and  the 
mother  of  the  present  Thomas  Polhill,  who  possessed  a 
plantation  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gnshen,  about  eigh- 
teen miles  above  Savannah  on  the  Augusta  road,  to 
which  he  removed  in  1767.  As  there  was  no  Baptist 
church  in  that  vicinity,  and  indeed  not  one  at  that  time 
in  Georgia,  he  united  with  the  church  at  Ewhaw,  South* 
Carolina,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  him.  Mx.  Stirk 
began  to  preach  soon  alter  he  settled  at  Goshen.  He  sec 
up  a  meeting  at  his  own  house,  and  another  at  Tucka- 
seeking,  upwards  <^  twenty  miles  still  higher  up  the 
country.  He  also  preached  occasionally  at  the  Ewhaw ; 
and  it  was  on  his  way  to  that  church,  that  hs  fell  from 
his  horse  into  the  wato:,  and  received  an  injury  under 
which  he  languished  for  a  time,  and  of  which  he  died 
in  1770. 

Mr.  StiilE  was  a  good  English  scholar,  and  possessed  a 
small  share  of  clasHcal  learning.  He  was  endowed  with 
good  natural  parts,  and  was  eminent  for  piety  and  zeal.  < 
Having  a  deure  to  promote  the  interettt  of  learning,  he 
became  a  benefactor  to  Rhode-tdand  College. 

As  Mr.  Stirk's  second  wife  was  a  woman  honourable 
^  atid  eminent  in  her  day  among  the  few  Baptists  who  were 
then  scattered  in  this  part  or  Georgia,  it  may  be  proper 
to  give  a  short  account  of  her. 

This  lady  is  remarkable  for  having  been  the  wife  of 
two  Baptist  ministers,  and  the  mother  of  a  third.  She 
was  bom  in  South-Carolina,  in  17S2,  of  pious  and  reputa- 
tde  parents,  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion.  Her  name 
at  first  was  Hannah  Barkersdale.  She  was  four  times 
married.  Her  husbands'  names  were  MiUer,  Polhill, 
Stirk,  and  Scott.  The  first  was  a  merchant  of  Charleston, 
with  whom  she  lived  but  about  a  year.  The  second  was 
a  preacher  in  Mr.  Whitefield's  connexion,  a  pious  and 
-worthy  man.    He  embarked  for  England  In  1 76 1 ,  to  ob- 
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tain  E^copal  ordination.  But  before  he  left  Ch^lestoa 
hartxHir,  a  violent  whirlwind  divided  the  river  so  that 
the  channel  was  seen,  and  the  ship  and  all  on  board  were 
swallowed  up  by  the  retumtog  waves.  Mr.  Stirk  hat 
been  mentioned.  Her  fourth  and  latit  husband  was  Rev. 
Alexander  Scott,  for  many  years  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Black  Swamp,  in  South-Carolina.  With  him  she  lived 
about  seven  years ;  and  then,  after  lingering  some  time, 
died  in  peace,  March  10,  1780,  in  the  48th  year  si  her 
age.  Mr.  Scott,  about  three  years  ago,  removed  to  the 
Missisippi  country,  where  he  died  shortly  after. 

Rev.  Thomas  Polhitl,  the  only  surviving  child  oi  this 
venerable  woman,  is  of  opinion  that  she  was  the  first 
person  who  was  baptized  in  Georgia.  While  the  Bap- 
tists were  but  few  in  the  parts  where  she  lived,  her  house 
was  a  home  for  preachers,  and  her  active  benevolence 
was  extended  to  all  around  her. 

Besides  the  persons  already  mentioned,  there  were  bap- 
tized  in  these  times  a  Mr.  Cox,  and  a  Mr.  Williams  and 
his  wife,  and  others  whose  names  are  not  known. 

Having  thus  prepared  the  way,  we  shall  next  proceed 
to  relate  the  history  of  some  of  the  chur-ches  in  this  part 
of  Georgia. 

Newimton.^Ti!h\s  church  appears  to  have  been  the 
oldest  of  white  people  which  was  formed  in  the  re^m 
now  under  consideration.  It  took  its  name  from  that 
Gf  a  plantation  on  which  the  pieeting-house  vras  erects, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Goshen,  in  the  county  of  Effing- 
hara,.ei^teen  miles  from  Savannah,  and  was  constituted 
in  1793.  But  since  that  time  the  seat  of  the  church  has 
bem  removed  to  the  adjoining  county  of  Scriven.  This 
church  u  small  now,  and  has  never  been  large,  and  no 
very  remarkable  things  can  be  said  respeaing  it.  It  was 
one  of  the  three  diurches  which  foraied  the  Savaanali- 
river  Association. 

For  the  origin  of  this  church,  we  must  go  back  about 
fifty  years ;  for  it  appears  there  have  been  scattered  B^ 
tist  members  in  this  vicinity  ever  since  the  dispersion  of 
Mr.  Bedgegood's  disciples  from  the  Orphan-house.  The 
first  Baptist  minister  iidio  preached  here  was  Benjauun 
Stirk.  After  him  were  Mr.  Botsford  and  Mr.  Scott ;  but 
'  no  special  effects  attended  the  ministry  of  either  of  these 
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*  fnen>  In  1788,  a  Uack  man  preached  in  the  n^^boui>i 
hood  ID  a  negro  yard  under  some  peach-trees.  Curiosity 
led  some  white  people  to  hear  him,  and  among  the  rest 
was  Major  now  Elder  Thomas  Polhill  and  his  wife.  They 
^Bvere  both  convicted  by  the  discourse  of  this  poor  sabu 
preacher,  and  in  a  short  time  were  brought  into  the  lib* 
«rty  of  the  gospel,  and  baptized  by  Mr.  Scott.  From  the 
■time  of  his  conversion,  Major  Polhill  became  a  patron  of 
the  Baptist  cause,  and  a  promoter  of  meedngs  in  his 
neighbourhood.  He  invited Baptbt ministers  topreach 
■.  in  bis  bouse :  God  blessed  thar  labours ;  and  in  1793,  a 
suffideot  number  had  been  baptized  to  form  a  church, 
wlucfa,  as  soon  as  it  was  organized,  chose  Mr.  John  Gold- 
wire  for  their  pastor,  who  had  been  ordained  two  years 
before.  Mr.  Goldwire  still  continues  the  pastor  of  the 
church,  although  very  aged  and  infirm.  Mr.  Polhill  also 
became  a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  and  b  now  an  assistant 
to  the  aged  and  venerable  Goldwire. 

.    Savannab.-^This  city  contains  three  Baptist  churches,    ' 
oneof  white  people,  and  two  of  Africans.     The  history  of    j^ 
'  the  African  chnixJies  will  be  related  in  the  account  which 
^   weprOpOMtogive  of  thatpeopJe.    The  church  of  while 
^     people  was  founded  by  its  late  pastor.  Dr.  Holcombe,   . 
now  of  Philadelphia.    It  was  constituted  in  1 800,  but  ' 
-  was  begun  six  yeus  before  that  time,  in  the  following   - 
manner.     la   1794,  Messrs.  Jonathan  Clai^,  George 
Morse,  Thomas  Polhill  of  Newington,  and  Dxvid  Adams, 
one  of  the  deacons  of  the  church  in  Charleston,  propo- 
sed the  erection  of  a  house  of  wtirship  for  the  Ba|)tists 
'jn  this  city.     But  as  the  Baptist  members  were  few  in 
'  mimber,  and  these  generally  poor,  there  zppeared  bvt  lit- 
tle proq»ect  of  success.    About  Gm  time,  Mr.  Rees  from 
jWales,  the  same  man  who  led'out  the  company  c^  Welsh 
people  to  the  mountains  in  Pennsylvania,  visited  Savan- 
nah, and  with  much  zeal  and  address  «ticoiiraged  the 
deidga  of  building  the  hoUse,  which  had  been  proposed. 
Aplanforit  wasOTawnupby  Dr.Furmanof  Cfaaclestoi^; 
aid  was  solicited  by  the-ahove-namod  gentlemen  sod  oth- 
ers ;  and  so  n^afwaa  thilr  success,  that  in  1795,  a  house 
fifty  feet  l}y  sixty  was  erecRdi.  It  was  at  first  merely  ibcIo- 
.   Ad.'    The  next  year  it-  was  reatedto  the  Presbyterians, 
'  iMio  had  lately  lOat  their  house  bf  fin«  *  They  ocoaiiMd 
vov  %  .84^  .    ,        ' 
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k  three  yean.  Sa^  vna  the  poslare  of  the  afEiin  of  tfac ' 
BaptUta  io  SaTUinafa,  in  I79d,  when  Mr.  Holcombr, 
who  was  the  pastor  of  the  church  at  £whavr,  bet  bved  M 
Beaufort^  by  the  mvitatidn  of  the  pew-hcddflra  in  their 
-  aiMtiiig-houae,  came  to  reside  in  th«  city.  So  Drach  suc- 
cess attended  fab  ministry,  that  in  )  800  it  was  judged 
pcoper  ta  orgaiuze  %  church  in  the  phce.  The  coi»titu- 
oit  tncEBben  were  Henry  Holcombe  and  .wife,  George 
Morse  and  wife,  EUas  Roberta  and  wife,  Rachd  Hamilton, 
Ksther  J^^Kmsoct,  Etiubeth  Stxjry,  Martha  Stephens 
SttluCc  Ho^  and  Mary  JoBoi,  widow  of  the  late  Liei^ 
tcniiit'Ooireviiov  of  the  State.  Not  long  after  the  chwdk 
was  foritud,  Mr.  Hokombe  was  inveiiied  with  the  jtas- 
tonl  cant  of  it,  and  contiflBed  aa  that  office  about  clcvea 
years.  Under  Um,  the  church  was  baiit  up  to  a  flonr- 
Bhing  and  reapectabfe  body,  the  meeting-house  waa  well ' 
finished,  and  to  it  were  aiided  a  bdl,  dock,  baptistery, 
and  other  appendaoei  of  ornament  and  coavciuenca. 
Bui  Dr.  HouoUibe  oaving  resided  a  king  time  in  a  dc> 
biikatin^  cUmate,  finind  it  necessary  to  retire  to  a  mote 
tealthy  ntvatioa.  He  acoor^ngly  aonouRCcd  Ifr  the  * 
diiirch  his  intention  of  removing,  and  wished  then  to 
.look  out  fox  a  successor.  He  retired  to  Mount  Entut, 
aibouE  fifteen  fiulcs  £rom  Aoguna,  wbcve  he  intended  to 
ipcBd  the  Temainder  of  his  days  in  retirement,  and  in 
preacldng  ai  he  was  able  to  the  ne^hbouring  churches. 
Bat  by  »c  aficctionate  importunity  of  the  nst  dntrck 
m  PUladc^iliia)  he  coosented  to  lezre  this  retfeat,  a«d 
become  its  pastor. 

The  Savannah  dMrch,  after  remnning  dcftitote  of  a 
pastOT  about  a  year,  cAtained  V7illiam  B.  Johnson,  who  !ft 
BOW  agreed^  settled  amon^  them.  Mr.  Johttson  had 
beett  a  few  years  pastor  of  the  church  in  Columbia, 
9onth-Cari£oa.  Hs  was  bred  to  the  taw,  but  was  coa- 
alrahicd  to  leave  that  wofession,  and  engage  in  the  less 
hisratLve  ooe  of  piteac^Bg  the  gos]p^ 

5a«jur)i.-».>-«-At  this  place,  which  is  some  dfatance 
Mow  Saraima^  there  is  a  very  respectable  church  un^ 
der  the  care  of  Ab.  Charles  O.  Scriven,  a  graduate  of 
Rhodo'Isluid  CoHege  j  but  L  have  ant  obtaiaedauy  pa^ 
tiothua  ssipricCil^  its.  otigin. 
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Of  the  reai^ing  churdies  in  this  vart  of  tfat  Stltte,  { 
have  not  procured  suffideat  matcrtau  to  form  wf  in-  • 
tersstiag  aarratives  {  I  8li«ll,  therefort,  pass  on  to  «dMr 
otatten. 

CAVAHNJUI-ftlVEa   AStDClATIDN. 

Tais  body  was  organized  in  Savannah  in  180:2.  U 
-.was  coinposed  at  Ar>t  of  only  three  chutxhei,  which 
were  the  two  io  Savannah  and  the  (Hie  at  Newin^tau.  But 
not  long  after,  a  number  of  churches  belonging  to  th« 
.  Charleston  A^ociation  were  dismissed  from  that  bodyi 
and  united  with  this.  The  new  -Churches,  which  hwe 
,beeD  raised  up  in  this  part  of  Georgia  and  the  n£ighboV' 
iog  parts  of  Soixh-Carolina,  hxve  become  members  o£  ' 
tfau  AssodatJen.  It  has  progressed  with  harmony  an4 
prosperity,  and  has  increased  to  almost  t^ty  churches' 
and  upwards  of  five  thouaand  xneiobafa. 

The  Geubbal  ComwittiEk  i^ihe  Gbokgia  Baptuts. 

Tills  Cojonmittee  wasforjned  in  1803.  Its  plan  VxA 
operations  are  much  Uke  the  General  Committees  In  the 
other  southern  States.  It  was  intended  to  be  composed 
of  representatives  from  all  the  J^sstKiations  in  the  State. 
But  this  representation  was  never  full,  which  is  not  to  be 
much  wondered  at.  In  the  first  place,  many  are  prejudic- 
ed agVDSt  the  establishment.  And  again,  but  few  minis- 
ters can  find  time,  after  atttending  their  respective  Associa- 
tions, to  travel  £rom  one  end  to  the  other  of  their  wide 
State  to  attend  a  Committee,  which  has  never  had  and 
cvinot  conastently  find  much  business  to  do. 

An  account  of  the  Mount  Enoo  Academy  will  "be  glwQ 
io  the  history  of  Literary  loetitutions. 

From  the  pc^cedtag  sketches  it  ^>pcan»  that  great  suc- 
cess has  attended  the  exertions  oS  the  Baptbt«  in  Georgia. 
Aod  .no  embarrassments,  worth  mentioning,  have  been 
dvowo  in  their  way  by  the  civil  power.  The  Church  of 
England  was  the  established  rchgion  of  Georgia  -befera 
the  war.  But  dissenters  of  every  denonuBatieB  have, 
from  first  to  last,  enjoyed  as  much  liberty  as  they  could 
desire.    I  do  not  find  that  any  Baptist  was  ever  molested 
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In  a  legal  way  for  preaching  the  gospel,  excepting  Dan> 
iel  Marshall,  and  he  was  soon  discharged,  as  is  related  in 
his  tuography.  The  Epscopal  church  does  not  appear  to 
have  flourished  much  in  Geor^a  at  any  time,  and  it  is 
now  very  small.  And  indeed  there  are  but  a  few  con- 
gregations of  any  denominations  in  the  State,  besides 
the  Baptists  and  Methodists :  both  of  these  are  very  nu* 
merous  ;  and  we  are  sorry  to  say,  that  instead  of  strir- 
ing  to  walk  together  as  £ir  as  they  are  agreed,  many  of 
them  on  both  sides  spend  too  much  time  in  disputing 
tbout  Calvin  and  Wesley,  perseverance  and  falling  from 
grace. 

The  great  Increase  of  the  Baptuts  in  Georgia  has 
been  occasioned  partly  by  the  emigration  of  Baptist  pro- 
fessors from  other  parts  ;  but  mostly  by  the  great  and 
precious  revivals  of  religion,  which  have  at  difierent  times 
been  experienced  in  almost  every  part  of  the  State. 

In  the  year  1793,  Mr.  Abraham  Marshall  wrote  as  fol- 
lows to  Dr.  Rippon  of  London.  **  In  1787  there  was  a 
^orious  revival :  thousands  attended  on  the  word.  The 
Baptists  have  great  influence,  and  are  the  most  nume- 
rous of  any  denomination  in  this  State.  We  are  in^ 
creased  (that  is,  the  Georgia  Association)  to  upwards  of 
three  thousand  three  hundred,  in  about  twenty  years 
past." 

Some  account  of  the  share  which  Georgia  had  in  the 
great  revival  in  1800  and  onward,  has  already  been 
given.  Many  thousands,  during  the  progress  of  this  re< 
vival,  were  added  to  the  Baptist  churches.  Mr.  Je^se 
Mercer,  of  the  Georgia  Association,  in  the  course  of  two 
years  baptized  about  three  hundred  persons.  In  1809, 
another  revival  began  in  the  upper  part  of  the  State,  in 
the  bounds  of  the  Georgia  and  Sarepta  Associations, 
and  many  hundreds  were  hopefully  born  into  the  kingn 
dom  of  God,  and  united  with  the  churchy  of  his  saints. 

In  1812,  there  was  a  very  extensive  revival  in  many 
different  parts  of  the  State.  By  the  four  Associations  cff 
Oakmiilgee,  Sarepta,  Georgia,  and  Savannah,  it  appears 
that  three  thousand  and  eight  hundred  were  added  tQ 
them  all,  in  the  course  of  the  year.  To  the  Savannah 
were  added  about  fifteen  hui\di;ed,  and  to  the  Sarept^ 
over  t^dve  hundred  and  fifty. 
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CHAP.    XUI. 

An  Account  cffour  Baptist  Churches  tf  Africans  in  Geor- 
gia, and  rf  two  in  the  West-Lidies  ;  together  x^tb  somt- 
general  Obtervaiions  retpecting  the  Circumslanas  ^  the 
African  Slaves  in  the  Sotahern  and  Western  States. 

A  MYSTERIOUS  Providence  has  permitted  a  Urge  por- 
tion of  ^he  sable  sons  of  Airica.  to  be  transported  from 
their  native  country  to  this  western  world,  and  here  to  be 
reduced  to  a  state  of  absolute  and  perpetual  stzvery  ;  bnt 
He  who  on  bring  good  out  of  evil,  has  overruled  thia 
calamity  for  their  spiritual  advantage  ;  and  thousands  of 
these  poor,  enslaved,  and  benighted  people,  we  have  very 
satisfactory  reason  to  believe,  have  found  gospel  liberty 
in  the  midst  of  their  temporal  bondage,  and  are  prepar-^ 
IDE  to  reign  forever  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

There  are  multitudes  of  African  communicants,  in  all 
the  Baptist  churches  in  the  southern  and  western  States  ; 
and  in  Georgia  there  are  four  churches,  wholly  composed 
of  them.  Some  brief  sketches  of  their  history  will  now 
be  given. 

^rst  Coloured  Baptist  Church  in  Savannah. 

m  The  origin  of  this  church,  according  to  Rippon's  Reg. 
Btcr  and  Holcombe's  Repository,  was  in  the  following 
<  manner.  About  the  beginning  of  the  American  near,. 
.George  Leile,  sometimes  called  George  Sharp,  but  more 
commonly  known  among  his  brethren  and  friends  by  the 
name  of  brother  George,  began  to  preatA  at  Bramptoii 
and  Yamacraw,  near  the  city  of  Savannah.  He  had  been 
converted  about  two  years  before  the  war  by  the  preach- 
ing of  a  Baptist  minister  in  Burke  county,  whose  name 
was  Matthew  Moore  ;  by  this  minister  he  was  baptized, 
and  by  the  church,  of  which  he  was  pastor,  he  was  appro- 
bated  to  preach.  His  labours  were  attended  with  a  bless< 
ing  among  the  people  of  his  own  colour  on  different 
plantations,  and  many  of  them  were  brought,  by  his 
means,  to  a  saving  acquuntance  with  the  gospel  When 
the  country  was  evacuAed  by  the  British,  George,  with 
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many  others,  removed  from  Georgia  to  Kingston,  ia  the 
island  of  Jamaica.     Ket^  his  labours  were  attended  mth 
great  success,  and  by  him  a  large  church  was  soon  raised    : 
up ;  in  giving  the  history  of  wokfa*  we  shlU  rehue  Dion 
«t  large  the  character  and  labours  of  this  worthy  man.  '  ' 

Previous  to  George's  departure  for  |amaica,  he  came 
up  to  the  dty  of  6avasnah  from  Tylte-river,  where  de- 
parting vessels  frequently  lay  ready  for  sea,  and  baptized   . 
Andrew  Bryan  and  Hannah  his  wife,  and  two  other  ■ 
l^adkvoBneniWliosenaKieswereKaceaiidHanr*  These 
verb  tht  last  labours  of  -George  Leile  in  dns  qvaiter. 

;AbDUt  nine  months  after  his  oepartirre,  Andrew  bcoan 
toexlMrt  1m  blac^  brethren  and  friends,  aad  a  few  whiMi 
idu)  anembfed  to  hear  him.    £dvard  Davis,  Esq.  pcr- 

.  nitted  him  and  his  hearers  to  erea  a  roi^h  wooden 

-  bmhliiig  on  bis  land  at  Tamacniw,  in  the  saburbt  of 
Savsnnah.  Of  this  building  they  wete,  in  a  short  tjtne, 
very  artfully  disposseBsed.      It  appears  that  these  poor, 

.'  defencdeis  slaves  met  with  much  opposition  from  the 
rude  and  merciless  white  people,  who,  ander  various 
precencss,  iotcrrupted  their  vorsbtp,  and  otherwisi 
tcvated  them  in  a  barbarous  manner.  Andrew  Bryan, 
and  his  brother  Samson,  who  was  converted  :diottt  a 
year  after  him,  were  twice  imprisoned,  and  they,  with 
about  fifty  others,  without  much  ceremony  were  severe- 
ly whipped. .  Andrew  was  inhumanly  cut,  and  bled  abun- 

'  dantly ;  but  while  under  their  hshes,  he  held  up  hi| 
handsand  told  his  persecutors,  that  he  r^oiced  not  only 
40  be  whipped,  but  would  freely  luffer  death  for  the  came  if' 
JesO)  Christ,  The  Chief  Justici,  Henry  Osboarne,  lames- 
Habersham,  and  David  Montagoe,  Es^ires,  were  their 
examinsnts,  who  released  them.  Jonathan  Bryan,  Esq. 
rhe  lund  master  of  Andrew  and  Samson,  interceded 
for  his  own  servants  and  the  rest  di  the  ttd^ers,  and 
was  much  grieved  at '  their  punishment.  Ihe  deswn 
of  these  unrighteous  proceedings  agunst  these  poor  inno- 
cent people,  was  to  stop  their  religious  meetings.  Their 
enemies  pretended,  that  under  a  pretence  of  religion, 
they  were  plotting  mischief  and  insuirectiona.  But  by 
veil  dang  they  at!  length  silenced  and  shamed  their  per- 
secutors, and  acquired  a  number  of -very  respectaUe  and 
uiOtrmtid  advoeaces  u>4  patrons,  who  not  only  rescued 


'  ■  fUtt*  »fW«rilnp  trtctHt.  191 

fhem  from  the  (Knrer  <rf  thrir  eosnuea,  but  decbrtd  that 
such  tnatmtfnt  aa  they  had  received  would  b«  condeuned 
even  atnang  bartnrians.  The  Cbiaf  Justice  Osbounie 
then  gave  ucm  tiherty  to  contiau*  their  wor3hi|^  any 
time  between  Bua<raing  and  sun-set }  »id  the  benevt^nt 
Jtmathui  jfoyan  vMl  the  nagistratea  that  he  vrouJd  giv« 
Cham  the Mberty  of  tus  rum  htute  «r  barn,  at  aplace  qiUed 
Bmnptoiv  dbow.  three  nules  from  Savanoah,  and  that 
they  should  Dot  be  interrupted  in  their  worship.  From, 
this  period,  Andrew  and  SansoD  set  up  meetings  at 
thaiT  mKter'e  barn,  wheto  they  had  tittle  or  no  interrup- 
tion for  about  two  years^  Such  was  the  beginning  of.- 
riie  irw  Africau  church  in  Savannah,  which,  aJter  having 
faecn  the  mother  of  two  others,  now  contaiDS  about  Si* 
teen  hundred  iDembers* 

Not  kiog  ^er  Andrew  began  his  ministry,  and  his  con- ' . 
vena  beg^  to  increaeet  th^  were  visited- by  an  aged 
Baptist  minister,  whose  name  wae  Thomas  Burton,  since 
deceased,  who,  cm  a  credible  profession  of  tbar  £uth,  \ 
baptized  eighteen  o£  Andrew's  black  hearers.    In  178S,  ' 
they  were  visited  by  Rev.  Abrahapi  Marshall,  of  Kit^,  - 
who  was  accoiTq>anied  by  a  young  preacher  of  colour,  by 
by  the  name  of  Jesse  Peter.     Mr.  N^rshall  baptised  forty-f 
five  more  of  the  coo^egation  in  one  day,  and  formed 
them  hito  a  ahurch,  and  ordained  Andrew  as  their  adt- 
ministrator  2nd  pastor.    This  ^arch,  at  ftrst,  coiMsted 
tit  upwards  of  eighty  members,  and  from  the  tinte  of  * 
Its  organhnikm,  under  the  successful  ministry  of  hs  wor- 
'rtry  p»tor,  it  b^n  to  increase  very  fist }  so  that  in  the . 
year  1192^  their  number  amounted  to  two  hundred  and 
tliirty-£ve ;  and  beudes  these,  there  were  three  hundred 
and  fifty,  who  bad  been  received  as  converted  foIlow<r9» 
maiky  cf  whom  had  uot  obtuned  permission  of  thdr 
owners  to  be  baptised. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1793*  they  began  to- 
build  a  place  of  worship  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  of 
StvannM,  which,  by  the  aasiscwce  of  a  number  of  benev- 
olent gentlemea  oi  different  denominations,  was  finished 
in  d«e  time,  aad  is  4U  feet  by  49.  The  plan  of  buUding 
tids  house,  it  teems,  was  projected  by  Messrs.  Jonathan 
Clarit,  Ebeacaer  Uitts,  and  others^  The  corporation  of 
the  dty  of  Savannah  gave  them  » lot  for  the  purpose. 
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This  coloured  church,  as  it  is  generally  called,  (for  110 
white  persoa  belongs  to  it)  is  now  2  Urge  and  respecubte 
CBtablishment.  Many  of  its  members  are  ireej  and  are  pos- 
sess^ of  some  estate.  It  was  one  of  the  three  churches 
which  formed  the  Savannah-river  Association.;  and  by 
its  returns  to  that- body  in  1812,  it  contained  about  fif- 
teen, hundred  members,  many  of  whom  belong  to  the 
plantations  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Savannah,  and  some 
are  a  number  of  miles  out  in  the  country.  But  their 
masters  give  them  liberty  every  Sabbath  to  meet  with 
their  brethren,  and  the  poor  creatures,  with  peculiar  de< 
■  light,  go  up  to  their  Jerusalem  to  worship. 

Andrew  Bryan,  the  pastor  of  this  church,  is  now  an 
cAd  man,  and  is  spdcen  of  by  all  who  know  him  in  terms 
of  peculiar  respect.  He  was  born  at  a  place  called  Goose- 
Creek,  about  1 6  miles  from  Charleston,  (S.  C.)  in  what 
year  is  not  known.  He  was  a  slave  when  he  began  to 
preach ;  but  his  kind  master  indulged  him  with  uncom* 
moQ  liberties.  After  his  death,  he  purchased  his  iree* 
dom  of  one  of  his  heirs. 

His  character  wras  thus  given  by  the  judicious  Joseph 
Cook  of  Ewhaw,  in  1792 :  "  His  gifts  are  small ;  but  he 
is  clear  In  the  grand  doctrines  of  the  gospel.  I  believe 
him  to  be  truly  pious ;  and  he  has  been  the  instrument  of 
doing  more  good  among  the  poor  slaves,  than  all  the 
learned  doctors  in  America." 
''  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  informed  by  Mr. 
Johnson  of  Savannah,  that  this  venerable  man  finished 
bis  course  in  October,  1812.  He  was  supposed  to  have 
been  about  90  years  of  age.  His  remains  were  interred 
with  peculiar  marks  of  respect.  Addresses  were  deliv- 
ered at  the  meeting-house  by  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  of  the 
Baptist,  and  Dr.  Kollock  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
About  five  thousand  attended  him  to  the  grave,  where 
another  address  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Thomas  F. 
Williams. 

Although  he  was  a  slave  when  he  began  to  preach, 
yet  he  left  an  estate  worth  about  three  thousand  dollars. 
He  is  succeeded  in  the  pastoral  office  by  his  nephew  An- 
drew Marshall,  who  is  now  working  his  time  out,  (as 
they  call  it)  and  is  said  to  be  a  man  of  promising  parti. 
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Second  African  Bapiitt  Cburcb  in  Savannah. 

Tbk  charch  was  formed  »  1802,  aod  now  ccmsists  of 
upwards  of  three  hundred  members.  This  church  has 
abo  a  comfortable  meeting-house  in  Savanaah,  67  feet 
by  SO.  It  is  under  the  pastoral  care  of  a  very  respecta- 
ble black  preacher,  whose  name  is  Henry  CunninghatAt 
He,  like  Andrew  Bryan,  was  originally  a  slave,  but  is 
now  free,  having  worked  his  time  oiK. 

The  African  Church  en  the  Great  Ogechee  River,  tommon^ 
called  the  Great  Ogechee  Coloured  Church. 

This  body,  like  the  last  mentioned,  originated  from 
the  African  church  in  Savannah,  under  the  care  of 
Andrew  Bryan ;  and  was  constituted  in  1808.  But  it 
has  not  been  so  prosperous  as  the  two  o^ers,  and  has 
diminished  rather  than  increased. 

African  Church  in  Augusta. 

This  church  appears  to  have  been  rused  up  by  the 
labours  of  Jesse  Peter,  a  black  preacher  of  very  respect' 
able  talents,  and  an  amiable  character.  It  was  cmistitu' 
ted  in  1793,  by  elders  Abraham  Marshall  and  David 
Tinsley. 

Jesse  Peter,  sometimes  called  Jesse  Golfin,  oti  account 
of  hts  master's  name,  continued  the  pastor  of  this  church 
.  a  number  of  years,  and  was  very  successful  in  his  min- 
istry.  I  find  his  character  thus  given  by  Mr.  Abraham 
Miirshall,  in  1798,  in  Rippoa's  Register,  Vol.  I.  p.  545 : 
'*  He  is  a  servant  of  Mr.  Golfip,  who  lives  twelve  miles 
below  Augusta,  and  who,  to  his  praise  be  it  spoken, 
treats  him  with  respect.  His  countenance  is  grave,  his 
voice  charming,  his  delivery  good ;  nor  is  he  a  novice 
m  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom." 

Mr.  Peter  died  about  1806.  Their  present  pastor  ii 
Csesar  M'Cridy,  under  whose  ministry  the  church  ap> 

Eears  to  flourish  and  prosper.    They  have  a  meetings 
ouse  at  Springfield,  in  the  uf^r  end  of  the  city  w 
.Augusta. 
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This  diuixh  wu  once  upwards  of  five  hundred  in 
number ;  but  it  is  now  reduced,  by  various  means,  to  a 
little  less  than  four  hundred,  who  walk  together  in  har- 
mony and  iove^ 

This  church  has  belonged  to  the  Georgia  Association 
from  its  beginning.  Abraham  Marshall,  the  friend  of 
black  people,  lives  but  a  short  distance  ^om  it ;  and  to 
his  fatherly  care  they  are  much  indebted  for  many  <A 
their  comforts. 

There  are  multitudes  of  black  people  in  all  (he 
churches  in  the  southern  States ;  but  I  know  of  no 
church  of  the  Baptist  denomination  which  is  wholly 
composed  of  them,  except  those  whose  history  has  been 
related. 

Their  white  brethren  generally  do  not  encourage 
them  to  form  churches  by  themselves.  Such  are  their 
circumstances,  their  mode  of  life,  and  their  want  of 
knowledge  to  regulate  church  afiairs,  that  it  is  aJtt^eth- 
er  best,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  that  they  should 
be  connected  with  their  white  brethren,  who  are  c^>a* 
ble  of  guiding  and  instructing  them. 

Some  Accoimt  of  the  African  Baptists  in  the  Islands  of  Jammed 
and  New-Providence* 

Jamaica.^-— In  this  island  there  are  now  two  Baptist 
churches.  The  £rst  was  planted  by  a  black  man,  by 
the  tiame  of  George  Leile.  This  very  respectable  and 
successful  servant  of  the  Lord,  went  from  Savannah  to 
Jamaica,  about  the  close  of  the  American  war.  He  was 
born  in  Virginia  about  17^0 }  his  father's  name  was 
Leile,  and  his  mother's  name  was  Nancy.  His  meter's 
name  was  Henry  Sharp,  who,  some  time  before  the  war, 
removed  and  settled  in  Georgia.  He  was  a  Baptist, 
and  a  deacon  of  a  Baptist  church  of  which  Elder  Matthew 
rtoore  was  pastor  at  the  time  of  George's  conversion. 
By  Mr.  Moore's  preaching,  this  poor  slave  was  awakened 
to  a  sense  of  his  lost  condition,  about  two  years  before 
the  war.  After  labouring  under  great  distress  of  mind, 
about  six  months,  he  was  brought  to  rejoice  in  the 
truth,  and  was,  not  long  after,  baptized  by  Mr.  Moore, 
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and  recaved  into  his  church.  He  was  soon  discovered 
to  hzve  minieterial  gifts,  and  accordingly  the  church 
gave  him  approbation  to  preach.  He  soon  began  to  la- 
bour with  good  success  at  different  plantations.  Some* 
times  be  preached  aa  the  evenings  of  Lord's  days  to  the 
church  to  which  he  belonged,  and  for  about  three  years 
he  preached  at  Brampton  and  Yamacraw,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Savannah.  Mr.  Sharp,  his  master,  was  kind 
to  his  servant  and  brother,  and  gave  him  his  freedom 
not  long  after  he  began  to  preach  ;  but  he  continued  in 
the  family  until  his  master's  death,  who  was  Icilled  in 
the  war.  George  then  went  freej  but  some  interested 
heirs,  being  dissatisfied  with  his  liberation,  threw  him 
into  prison ;  but  by  producing  the  proper  papers,  he 
was  released  ;  his  particular  friend  in  this  business,  was 
a  Col.  Kirldand.  At  the  evacuation  of  the  country  by 
the  British,  he  went  to  Jamaica  with  Col.  Kirkland,  to 
whom  he  'was  then  an  indented  servant,  for  money  which 
he  owed  him.  The  company  landed  at  Kingston,  and 
Col.  Kirkland  recommended  George  to  General  Camp, 
bell,  the  Governour  of  the  island,  who  employed  him  two 
years,  and  when  he  left  Jamaica  for  England,  he  gave 
him  a  certificate  for  his  good  behaviour.  About  this 
time  he  had  procured  money  enough  to  settle  Col.  Kirk-> 
land's  demand  on  him,  and  then  he  received  from  the 
vestry  and  Governor,  a  certificate  of  the  freedom  of  him* 
self  and  family  ;  for  he  had  now  a  wife  and  a  number  of 
children.  As  soon  as  he  had  thus  established  himself  in 
the  country,  he  set  up  a  meeting  in  a  small  private  house 
in  Kingston,  in  September,  1784  ;  he  immediately  had  a 
smart  congregation,  and  his  preaching  was  attended 
with  very  good  effect  among  the  poorer  sort,  especially 
the  slaves.  In  a  short  time  he  formed  a  church  of  only 
five  persons,  including  himself.  The  people  at  first  per- 
secuted them,  both  at  their  meetings  and  baptisms.  It 
must  have  been  rude  fellows  of  the  baser  sort  indeed, 
whatever  were  their  pretensions,  who  would  thus  dis- 
turb  these  poor  derenceless  people.  But  they  found 
friends  in  the  magistrates,  who  appear,  by  a  number  of 
accounts,  to  have  treated  Geoi^  and  his  religious  asso- 
ciates  with  much  humanity  and  kindness.  They,  in  th^ 
early  stage  of  their  proceedings^  presented  a  petition  to 
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rtie  Homufahle  Houte  if  Assembly^  in  which  they  ••  set 
frrth  their  distresses,  and  desired  liberty  to  worship  Al- 
mighty God,  according  to  the  tenets  of  the  Bible."  The 
Assembly  sanctioned  their  proceedings,  by  granting  them 
(he  liberty  they  desired  ;  upon  which,  opposition  ceased. 

From  this  small  berinning,  the  Baptist  cause  prevailed 
very  rapidly  among  the  poor  Jamaica  negroes,  so  that  ia 
ieren  years  from  tne  formation  of  the  church,  viz.  ni 
1791,  there  were,  according  to  Mr.  Leile's  statement, 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty,  who  had,  in  a  judgment 
of  charity,  been  converted  to  Christ ;  four  hundred  of 
trhom  had  been  baptized.  And  together  with  well-wiab* 
ers  and  followers  in  difierent  parts  of  the  conntry,he  reck- 
bned  about  fifteen  hundred  people. 

About  six  years  after  this  church  was  planted.  Dr. 
Fippon  of  London  was  informed  of  the  pleasing  event, 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  of  Ewhaw,(S.  C.)j  and  for  thepur- 
pofe  of  learning  more  of  George  Leile  and  his  nume. 
rotts  converts,  he  immediately  wrote  letters  to  Mr.  Cook, 
to  Mr.  Jonathan  Clark,  of  Savannah,  and  to  Mr.  Wes- 
ley's people  at  Kingston ;  a  number  of  communications 
iDrere  forwarded  by  different  persons,  the  substance  <rf 
which  he  inserted  In  his  Annual  Register,  which  he  was 
publishing  at  that  time,  from  which  the  precedbg 
sketchea  have  been  selected ;  and  from  the  same  work 
I  shall  now  tranicribe  the  following  letters  ;  as  they  will 
furnish  the  reader  with  a  better  view  of  the  character  of 
Mr,  Leile  and  bis  followers,  than  can  otherwise  be  given, 
previous,  however,  to  introducing  the  testimony  of  oth- 
ers, it  may  be  proper  to  insert  the  account  which  Mr. 
Leile  has  given  of  himself  and  people,  which  he  commu- 
nicated to  Dr.  Rippon,  in  answ&r  to  more  than  fifty 
questions  which  the  Doctor  had  proposed  to  him  : 

"  I  cannot  justly  tell  what  is  my  age,  as  I  have  no  ac- 
count of  the  time  of  my  birth ;  but  I  suppose  I  am  about 
40  years  old  (in  1791.)  I  have  a  wife  and  four  children. 
My  wife  was  baptized  by  me  in  Savannah,  and  I  hav6 
every  satisfaction  in  life  irom  her.  She  is  much  thfi 
fame  age  as  myself.  My  eldest  son  is  nineteen  years, 
jny  next  son  seventeen,  the  third  ft)urteen,  and  the  last 
i^nld  a  girl  of  eleven  years  j  they  are  all  members  of  the 
Cbvtrtbt    My  occupation  i*  a  farmer,  but  as  the  seasons. 
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in  this  part  <^  tbe  conntry,  are  uncertain,  I  alio  ^ep  a 
team  of  hcM'ses  and  waggons,  for  the  carrying  good* 
from  one  place  to  another,  which  I  attend  to  myself 
with  the  BSiistance  of  my  sons  ;  and  by  this  way  of  lifs 
Itave  gained  the  good  will  of  the  publick,  who  recom- 
mend me  to  business,  and  to  some  very  principal  work 
for  Government.  I  have  a  few  books,  some  good  old 
authors  and  sermons,  and  one  large  Bible  that  was  given 
fine  by  a  gentkmui.  A  good  many  of  our  members  can 
read,  and  are  all  desirous  to  learn ;  they  viU  be  very 
thankful  for  a  few  books  to  read  on  Sundays  and  other 
days. 

**  I  agree  to  election,  redemption,  the  fall  of  Adam, 
regeneration,  and  perseverance,  knowing  the  prombe  is 
to  all  who  endure,  in  grace,  faith,  and  good  works,  to 
the  end,  shall  be  saved. 

**  There  is  no  Baptist  church  in  this  country  but  ours. 
We  have  purchased  a  piece  of  land  at  the  east  end  of 
Kingston,  containing  three  acres,  for  the  sum  of  ^^155,* 
currency,  and  on  it  nave  begun  a  meeting>house,  57  feet 
in  length  by  87  in  breadth.  We  have  raised  the  brick 
wall  eight  feet  high  from  the  foundation,  and  intend 
to  have  a  g^ery.  Several  gentlemen,  members  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  other  gentlemen,  have  subscri- 
bed towards  the  building,  about  jT  40.  The  chief  part 
of  our  congregation  are  tiaves^  and  their  owners  allow 
them,  in  common,  but  three  or  four  bits  per  weekf  for 
allowance  to  feed  themselves ;  and  out  of  so  small  a 
sum  we  cannot  expect  any  thing  that  can  be  of  service 
from  them  i  if  we  did,  it  would  soon  bring  a  scandal 
upon  religion  ;  and  the  free  people  in  our  society  are 
but  poor,  but  they  are  all  wilUng,  both  free  and  slaves, 
to  do  what  they  can.  As  for  my  part,  1  am  too  much 
entangled  with  the  affairs  of  the  world  to  go  on,  as  I 
would,  with  my  design,  in  supporting  the  cause  ;  this 
has,  I  acknowledge,  bran  a  great  hindrance  to  the  gos- 
pel in  one  way ;  out  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  set  a  good 
e^cample  of  industry  before  the  inhabitants  of  the  land, 
it  has  ^ven  general  satisfaction  another  way.   And,  Rev. 

•  £l*OcuiTency  afiOO  stcrlhiE. 
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Sir,  we  think  the  Lord  has  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
Baptist  sodeties  In  England  to  help  and  assist  us  in  com- 
pleting this  building,  which  we  look  upon  will  be  the 
greatest  undertaking  ever  was  in  this  country  for  the 
bringing  of  souls  from  darkness  into  the  light  of  the 
gospel.  And  as  the  Lord  has  put  in  your  heart  to  in- 
quire after  us,  we  place  all  our  confidence  in  you,  to 
make  our  circumstances  knowa  to  the  several  Baptist 
eburches  in  England ;  and  we  look  upon  you  as  our 
&ther,  friend,  and  brother. 

*'  Within  the  brick  wall  we  have  a  shelter,  in  which 
ve  worship,  until  our  building  can  be  accomplished. 

"  Your  letter  was  read  to  the  church  two  or  three 
times,  and, did  create  a  great  deal  of  love  and  warmoess 
throughout  the  whole  congregation,  who  shouted  for 
joy  and  comfort,  to  think  that  the  Lord  had  been  so 
gracious  as  to  satisfy  us  in  this  country  with  the  very 
same  religion  with  our  beloved  brethren  in  the  old  coun- 
try, according  to  the  Scriptures  ;  and  that  such  a  wor- 
thy — of  London,  should  write,  in  so  loving  a  man- 
ner, to  such  poor  worms  as  we  are.  And  I  beg  leave 
to  say,  that  tiie  whole  congregadon  sang  out  that  they 
would,  through  the  assistance  of  God,  remember  you 
in  their  prayen.  They  all  together  give  their  Christian 
love  to  you,  and  all  the  worthy  professors  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  your  church  at  London ;  and  beg  the  prayers  ■ 
of  your  congregation,  and  the  prayers  of  the  churches 
in  general,  wherever  it  pleases  you  to  make  known  our 
circumstances.  I  remain,  with  the  utmost  love,.  Rev. 
Sir,  your  unworthy  fellow-labourer,  servant,  and  brother 
in  Christ,  GEORGE  LEILE. 

'*  P.  S.  We  have  chosen  twelves  trustees,  all  of 
whom  are  members  of  our  church,  whose  names  are 
specified  in  the  title  i  the  title  proved  and  recorded  in 
the  Secretary's  office  of  this  island." 

The  following  letter,  directed  to  Dr.  Rippon,  was 
dated  Kingston,  Jamaica,  Nov.  26, 1791. 
*•  Reverend  Sir, 

**  The  perusal  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  July  last  gave 
me  much  pleasure,  to  find  that  you  had  interested  your- 
self to  serve  the  glorious  cause  Mr.  Lole  is  engaged  in. 


to  Dr.  Rippcn.      »  199 

He  has  been  for  a  considerable  time  past,  very  zealous 
in    the  ministry  ;    but  bis  congregation  being  chiefly 
slaves,  they  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  support  him  ; 
therefore,  he  has  been  obliged  to  do  it  from  his  own  in- 
dustry ;    this  has  taken  a  considerable  part  of  his  time, 
and  much  of  his  attention  from  his  labours  in  the  minis- 
try :  however,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  it  has  been  of  es- 
sential service  to  the  cause  of  God,  for  his  industry  has 
set  a  good  example  to  his  flock,  and  has  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  eneuiies  to  religion  to  say,  that  he  has  been 
eating  the  bread  of  idleness,  or  lived  upon  the  poor 
slaves.     The  idea  that  too  much  prevails  here  amongst 
the  masters  of  slaves  is,  that  if  their  minds  are  consider- 
ably enlightened  by  religion  or  otherwise,  that.it  would 
be  attended  with  the   most    dangerous  consequences ; 
and  this  has  been  the  only  cause  why  the  Methodist 
ministers  and  Mr.  Leile,  have  not  noade  a  greater  prog. 
res8  in  the  ministry  amongst  the  slaves.     Alas !    how 
much  is  it  to  be  lamented,  that  a  full  quarter  of  a  million 
of  poor  souls  should  so  long  remain  in  a  state  of  nature  ; 
and  that  masters  should  be  so  blind  to  their  own  interest, 
as  not  to  know  the  difference  between  obedience,  enforc- 
ed by  the  lash  of  the  whip,  and  that  which  flows  frona 
religious  principles.    Although  1  much  admire  thejfwr- 
at  doctrine  preached  in  the  Methodist  church,  yet  I  by  no 
means  approve  of  their  discipline  set  up  by  Mr.  Wesley, 
that  reverend  man  of  God.     I  very  early  saw  into  the 
impropriety  of  admitting  slaves  into  their  societies,  with- 
out permiiiion  cf  their  owners,  and  told  them  the  conse- 
quences that  would  attend  it ;  but  they  rejected  my  ad- 
vice J  and  it  has  not  only  prevented  the  increase  of  their 
church,  but  has  raised  them  many  enemies.     Mr.  Leile 
has  very  wisely  acted  a  different  part.     He  has,  1  believe, 
admitted  no  slaves  into  his  society  but  those  who  had  ob- 
tained permission  from  their  owners,  by  which  he  has 
made  many  friends  ;    and  I  think  tlie  Almighty  is  now 
opening  a  way  for  another  church  in  the  capital,  wheVe 
the  Methodists  could  not  gain  any  ground.     A  short 
time  will  determine  it,  of  which  I  shall  advise  you.     I 
really  have  not  time  to  enter  so  fully  on  this  subject  as 
I  wish,  being  very  much  engaged  in  my  own  temporal 
affidrs,  and  at  present  having  no  clerk.    The  love  I  bear 


fiOQ  Mr.  Bfiley*s  Cbaracter  <f  George  LeiU. 

to  the  cause  of  God,  and  the  desire  I  have  of  beii^  any 
ways  instrumental  ,to  the  establishing  of  it  in  this  land 
of  darkness,  has  led  me  to  write  this  ;  but  before  1  coo* 
elude,  I  have  some  very  interesting  particulars  to  lay 
before  you.  Mr.  Leile  has,  by  the  aid  of  his  congtega* 
tion,  and  the  assistance  of  some  few  people,  raised  toe 
walls  of  a  church  ready  to  receive  the  roof,  but  has  u(A 
the  means  to  lay  it  on  and  fimsh  it  i  nor  do  I  see  any 
prospect  of  its  going  further,  without  he  receives  the  aid 
of  some  religious  institution  from  home.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds,  I  think,  would  complete  it ;  and  if  this 
sum  could  be  rused.  It  would  greatly  serve  the  cause  of 
God,  and  might  be  the  means  m  bringing  many  hundred 
souls,  who  are  now  in  a  state  of  darkness,  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  our  great  Redeemer.  If  this  could  be  raised,  the 
sooner  the  better.  Our  family  contribute  towards  the 
purchase  of  the  Methodist  chapel ;  nor  shall  our  mite  be 
wanting  to  forward  this  work,  if  it  meets  with  any  encour- 
agement from  home.  I  am  a  stranger  to  you,  but  you 
may  know  my  character  from  Daniel  Shea,  Esq.  and 
John  Parker,  Esq.  merchants  in  your  city  ;  or  from  Mr. 
Samuel  Tockoey,  tea-dealer,  in  Bedford  Row. 

**  Perhaps  you  may  expect  me  to  say  something  of 
Mr.  Leile's  character.  He  is  a  very  industrious  man, 
decent  and  humble  in  his  manners ;  and,  I  think,  a  good 
man.  This  is  my  0{union  of  him.  1  love  all  Christians 
of  every  denomination }  and  remain,  with  respect  and 
sincere  regard.  Rev.  Sir,  your  friend  and  Servant, 
"STEPHEN   COOKE." 

In  1 793,  Mr.  George  Gibbs  Bailey,  of  Biistol,  En- 
gland, then  at  Kingston,  wrote  as  follows  respecting  our 
worthy  brother  George':  "  I  have  inquired  of  those, 
who,  I  thou^t,  could  g^ve  me  an  account  of  Mr.  Leile's 
conduct,  and  I  can  say,  with  pleasure,  what  Pilate  said, 
**  I  can  find  no  fault  in  this  man"  The  Baptist  church 
thrives  abundantly  among  the  negroes,  more  than  any 
denomination  in  Jamacia  ;  but  1  am  sorry  to  say,  the 
Methodist  chureh  is  declining  greatly." 

The  fdlowing  Letter  to  Dr.  Rippoo  was  dated  Kings- 
ton, Jamaica,  ^y  18, 1792. 
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*'  Rev.  and  dear  Sn*, 
**  In  answer  to  yours,  I  wrote  the  1 8f h  December 
last ;  and  as  1  have  not  received  a  line  from  you  since, 
I  send  this,  not  knowing  but  the  other  was  miscarried. 
Mr.  Green  has  called  upon  me,  and  very  kindly  (^ered 
his  service  to  deliver  a  letter  for  me  into  your  hands  t 
he  also  advised  me  to  send  you  a  copy  of  our  church 
covenant,  which  1  have  done  ;  being  a  collection  of  some 
of  the  principal  texts  of  Scripture  which  we  observe, 
both  in  America  and  this  country,  fiDr  the  direction  of 
our  practice.     It  is  read  once  a  month  here  on  sacra- 
ment meetings,  that  our  members  may  examine  if  they 
live  according  to  all  those  laws  which  they  professed, 
covenanted,  and  agreed  to  :  by  this  means  our  church 
is  kept  in  scriptural  subjection.     As  I  observed  in  my 
last,  the  chiefest  part  of  our  society  are  poor  illiterate 
slaves,  some  living  on  sugar  estates,  some  on  mountains, 
pens,  and  other  settlements,  that  have  no  learning,  no, 
not  so  much  as  to  know  a  letter  in  the  book }  but  the 
reading  this  covenant  once  a  month,  when  all  are  met 
together  from  the  different  parts  of  the  island,  keeps 
them  in  mind  of  the  commandments  of  God.     And  by 
shewing  the  same  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Legislature, 
the  justices,  and  magistrates,  when  I  applied  for  a  sanc- 
tion, it  gave  them  general  satisfaction  ;  and  whenever  a 
negro  servant  is  to  oe  admitted,  their  owners,  after  the 
perusal  of  it,  are  better  satisfied.     We  are  this  day  rais* 
ing  the  roof  on  the  walls  of  our  meeting-house  ;  the 
height  of  the  wall  &om  the  foundation  is  seventeen  feet. 
T  have  a  right  to  praise  God,  and  glorify  him  for  the 
manifold  blessings  1  have  received,  and  do  still  receive 
from  him.    I  have  full  liberty  from  Spanish-Town,  the 
capital  of  thb  country,  to  preach  the  gospel  throughout 
the  island.    The  Lord  b  bles^ng  the  work  every  where, 
and  believers  are  added  daily  to  the  church.      My 
tongue  is  not  able  to  express  the  goodness  of  the  Lord. 
As  our  meeting-house  is  out  of  the  town,  (about  a  mils 
and  a  h:df )  I  have  a  steeple  on  it,  to  have  a  bell  to  give 
notice  to  our  people,  and  more  particularly  to  the  own- 
ers of  slaves  that  are  in  our  society,  that  they  may  know 
the  hour  on  which  we  meet,  and  be  satisfied  that  their 
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servaDts  return  in  due  time ;  for  which  resuon,  I  shall 
be  greatly  obliged  to  you  U>  aend  me  out,  aa  soon  as 
possible,  a  bell,  that  can  be  heard  about  two  miles  dis- 
tance, with  the  price.  1  have  one  at  present,  but  it  is 
rather  small.  The  slaves  may  then  be  permitted  to 
covae  and  return  in  due  time ;  for  at  present  we  meet 
very  irregular,  in  respect  to  hours.  I  remain  with  the 
utmost  regard,  love,  and  esteem.  Rev,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 
"GEORGE  LEILE." 

The  next  January,  Mr.  Leile  wrote  again  to  Dr.  Rip. 
pon  as  fcdtows : 

**  Our  meeting-house  is  now  covered  in,  and  the  low- 
er floor  was  completed  the  24th  of  last  month.  We 
suppose  we  are  indebted  for  lumber,  lime,  bricks,  &c 
between  4  and  500  pounds.  I  am  not  able  to  express 
the  thanks  I  owe  for  your  kind  attention  to  me,  and 
the  cause  of  God.  The  school-master,  together  with 
the  members  of  our  church,  return  their  sincere  thanks 
for  the  books  you  have  been  pleased  to  send  them  :  being 
so  well  adapted  to  the  society,  they  have  given  great  sat- 
is&ction. 

**  I  hope  shortly  to  send  you  a  full  account  of  the 
number  of  people  in  our  societies,  in  di&rent  parts  of 
this  island.     I  have  baptized  near  50O. 

**  I  have  purchased  a  piece  of  land  in  Spanish-Town, 
the  capital  of  this  island,  for  a  burying-ground,  with  a 
house  upon  it,  which  serves  for  a  meettng-house.  James 
Jones,  Esq.  one  of  the  magistrates  of  this  town,  and 
Secretary  of  the  island,  told  me,  that  the  Hon.  WilHam 
Mitchell,  Esq.  the  Gustos,  had  empowered  him  to  grant 
me  license  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  they  have  given  me 
liberty,  to  make  mention  of  their  names  in  any  congrega- 
tion where  we  are  interrupted.  Mr.  Jones  has  g^ven  per- 
mission for  all  his  negroes  to  be  taught  the  word  of  God. 
The  gospel  is  taking  great  elFect  in  this  town.  My 
brethren  and  sisters,  m  general,  most  affectionately  give 
their  Christian  love  to  you,  and  all  the  dear  lovers  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  your  church  at  London,  and  beg  that 
they  and  all  the  other  churches  will  remember  the  poor 
Etluopian  Baptists  of  Jamaica  in  their  prayers.  I  remain, 
dear  Sir  and  brother,  your  unworthy  fellow-labourer  in 
Christ,  GEORGE  LEILE." 
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The  April  foDowmg,  ooe  of  Mr.  teUe's  associates  thus 
^rrote  to  the  assiduous  Doctor,  who  took  much  puns  to 
leara  the  al^s  of  his  sable  brethren : 

'  **  Rev,  and  dear  Sir. 

*•  I  am  one  of  the  poor,  unworthy,  helpless  creatures, 
born  in  this  island,  whom  our  glorious  Master,  Jeius 
Christ,  was  graciously  pleased  to  call  from  a  state  of 
darkness  to  the  marvellous  light  of  the  gospel ;  and 
since  our  Lord  hath  bestowed  his  mercy  on  my  soul,  our 
beloved  minister,  by  the  consent  of  the  church,  appoint- 
ed me  deacon,  school-master,  and  his  principal  helper.    ' 

**  We  have  great  reason  in  this  island  to  praise  and 
elorify  the  Lord,  for  his  goodness  and  loving -kindness, 
m  sending  his  blessed  gospel  amongst  us,  by  our  wetU 
beloved  minister,  brother  Leile.  We  were  'living  in 
slavery  to  sin  and  Satan,  and  the  Lord  hath  redeemed 
our  souls  to  a  state  of  happiness,  to  praise  his  glorious 
and  ever>blessed  name ;  and  we  hope  to  enjoy  everlasting 
peace  by  the  promise  of  our  Lord  and  Master,  Jesus 
Christ.  The  blessed  gospel  is  spreading  wonderfully 
in  this  island  :  believers  are  daily  coming  into  the  church; 
and  we  hope  in  a  little  time  to  see  Jamaica  become  4 
Christian  country. 

**  I  remain,  respectfully,  Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  your  poor 
brother  in  Christ, 

«  THOMAS  NICHOLAS  SWIGLE." 

I  find  no  account  of  the  progress  of  this  church,  nor 
of  the  affairs  of  our  African  brethren  in  this  island,  for 
about  nine  years  from  the  last^mentioned  date,  until  the 
following  letter  was  written,  by  which  it  appears  that 
they  were  in  a  prosperous  state. 

"Kingitertt  Jamaica,  May  J,  1802. 
*•  Rev.  and  dear  Sir^ 
**  Since  our  blessed  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  permit 
me  to  have  the  rule  of  a  church  of  believers,  I  have  bap- 
tized one  hundred  and  eleven ;  and  I  have  a  sanction 
from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Rees,  reaor  of  this  town 
and  parish,  who  is  one  the  ministers  appointed  by 
hie  Majesty  to  hold  an  eccl^astial  jurisdiction  over 
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(lie  clergy  in  this  island,  confirmed  by  a  law  passed  by 
the  legislative  body  of  this  island,  made  and  provided 
for  that  purpose. 

"Our  church  conasts  of  people  of  colour,"  and  black 
people  ;  some  of  free  condition,  but  the  greater  part  of 
them  are  slaves  and  natives  from  the  different  countriei 
in  Africa.  Our  number,  both  in  town  and  country,  ii 
about  five  hundred  brethren,  and  our  rule  is  to  baptize 
once  in  three  months  ;  to  receive  the  Lord's  supper  the 
first  Lord's-day  in  every  month,  after  evening  service  is 
over  i  and  we  have  meetings  on  Tuesday  and  Thurs- 
day evenings  throughout  the  year.  The  whole  body  of 
our  church  is  divided  into  several  classes,  which  meet 
^ery  Monday  evening,  to  be  examined  by  their  class* 
leaders,  respecting  their  daily  walk  and  conversation; 
and  I  am  truly  happy  to  acquaint  you,  that  since  the 
gospel  has  been  preached  in  Kingston,  there  never  was 
so  great  a  prospect  for  the  spread  of  the  same  as  there  is 
now.  Numbers  and  numbers  of  young  people  are  flock- 
ing duly  to  join  both  our  society  and  the  Methodists, 
who  have  about  four  hundred.  Religion  so  spreads  in 
Kingston,  that  those  who  will  not  leave  the  Church  of 
£ngTaud  to  join  the  Dissenters  have  formed  themselves 
into  evening  sndeties.  It  is  delightful  to  hear  the  peo- 
ple, at  the  different  places,  singing  psalms,  hymns  and 
spiritual  songs  ;  and  to  see  a  great  number  of  them,  who 
lived  in  the  sinful  state  of  fornication,  (which  is  the  com* 
inon  way  of  living  in  Jamaica)  now  married,  having  put 
away  that  deadly  sin. 

'<  Our  place  of  worship  is  so  very  much  crowded,  that 
numbersareobUged  to  standout  of  doors.  We  are  going 
to  build  a  larger  chapel  as  soon  as  possible.  Our  people 
being  poor,  and  so  many  of  them  slaves,  we  are  not 
able  to  go  on  so  quick  as  we  could  wish,  without  we 
should  meet  with  such  friends  as  love  our  Lord  and 
Master,  Jesus  Christ,  to  eaable  vs  in  going  on  with  so 
glwious  an  undertaking. 

'  **  I  preu:h,  baptise,  marry,  attend  funerals,  and  go 
throu{^  every  work  tif  the  ministry  without  itt  or  re. 

*  In  mostpartioftheUuited  States,  the  term  AMA/r^fo/oxriBintendcd 
tn  be  B  more  respectful  name  Ibr  black  p^fe;  but  It  is  prebablc  tliC  writer 
hen  intcadi  emler. 
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ward  -,  and  I  can  boldty  say,  for  these  sixteen  years  uncc 
I  began  to  teach  and  instruct  the  poor  Ethiopians  in  this 
island  the  vord  of  God,  (though  many  and  inany  times 
travelling  night  and  day  over  rivers  and  mountains,  to 
inculcate  the  ever-blessed  gospel)  that  1  never  was  complin 
mented  with  so  much  as  a  pair  of  shoes  to  my  feet,  or  a 
hattomy  head,  or  money, or  apparel,or  any  thing  else,a3 
a  recompense  for  my  labour  and  my  trouble,  from  any  of 
my  brethren,  or  any  other  person.  My  intention  is  to 
follow  the  example  set  before  me  by  the  holy  Apostle 
St.  Paul,  to  labour  with  my  hands  for  the  things  I  stand 
in  need  of,  to  support  myself  and  family,  and  to  let  the 
church  of  Christ  be  free  trom  incumbrances. 

*'  We  have  five  trustees  to  our  chapel  and  burying, 
ground,  eight  deacons,  and  six  exhorters. 

"  1  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr.  V.  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  Cumberland,  in  this  town,  who  has  been  at  my 
house  and  at  our  chapel,  and  has  seen  all  my  church- 
l^ooks,  and -the  manner  in  which  1  have  conducted  our 
society.  He  has  lately  sailed  for  England  with  Admiral 
Montague,  and  when  he  sees  you^  he  will  be  able  to  tell 
you  of  our  proceedings  better  than  1  can  write. 

**  All  my  beloved  brethren  beg  their  Christian  love  to 
you  and  aU  your  dear  brethren  in  the  best  bonds  ;  and 
they  also  beg  yourself  and  them  will  be  pleased  to  re- 
member the  poor  Ethiopian  Baptists  in  their  prayers, 
and  be  pleased. also  to  accept  the  same  from.  Rev.  and 
dear  Sir,  your  poor  unworthy  brother  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  THOMAS  NICHOLAS  SWIGLE. 

**  P.  S.  Brothers  Baker,  Gilbert,  and  others  of  the 
Afticaos,  are  going  on  wonderfully  in  the  Lord's  service, 
in  the  interioar  put  of  the  country." 

Hm  drcumftance  oi  Mr.  Swigle's  being  in  the  care  of 
the  church  at  Kingston,  led  me  to  think  that  George 
Leile  was  dead.  But  I  now  conclude  that  he  was  then 
labouring  in  the  interiour  of  the  country.  I  have  lately 
learnt  from  Mr.  Johnson  of  Savannah,  and  he  received 
his  information  from  the  ccdoured  jbrethreo  there,  that 
letters  were  received  in  Savannah,  about  1810,  from 
Mr.  Leile,  statitiig  that  be  had  met  with  great  success  in 
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ills  niiniatry ;  that  he  had  constituted  a  respectable 
church  in  tne  interiour  of  the  country,  as  a  branch  of 
the  mother  church ;  that  the  meeting-house  in  Kincs* 
ton*  with  the  steeple  and  bell,  cost  four  thousand  potmds. 

A  short  Account  oftbt  African  Baptists  in  ProvidencCf  one 
efthe  Bahama  Islands. 

In  1791,  George  Leite  wrote  to  Dr.  Rippon  as  fi^- 

lowa :     *'  Brother  Amos is  at  Providence.     He 

writes  me  that  the  gospel  has  taken  good  effect,  and  is 
spreadinggreatly.  He  has  about  three  hundred  mem- 
bers." Tnis  Amos  was  a  negro  preacher,  and  proba- 
bly went  from  Georgia  with  George  Lole.  It  appears 
by  Asplund's  Register,  that'thia  church  was  gathered  in 
1788.  I  have  also  learnt  from  Mr.  Johnson,  that  letters 
were  received  from  Amos  by  the  black  brethren  in  Sa> 
vannah,  in  the  autumn  of  1 81S,  stating  that  his  church 
had  increased  to  eight  hundred  and  fifty. 

1  know  of  no  other  Baptist  churches  in  the  West-In- 
dies. The  Methodists  andMoravians  have  made  nume- 
rous converts,  and  formed  large  establishments.  In 
1S09,  according  to  Lee's  History  of  the  Methodic, 
there  were  of  that  society,  in  all  the  West-India  islands, 
upwards  of  twelve  thousand. 

The  African  Baptist  churches  in  Fhiladelpbia,  New- 
Tork,  and  Boston,  have  been  noticed  under  the  heads 
of  those  respective  dties. 

We  shall  now  close  this  chapter  with  some  general 
observations  on  the  condition  of  the  converted  negroes, 
and  the  slaves  generally  in  the  southern  States.  We 
shall  not  enter  mto  the  merits  of  slavery,  nor  dwdl 
much  upon  the  ar^ments  which  are  brought  for  and 
against  it.  We  deugn  to  go  no  farther  into  the  tnvesti- 
^tion  of  this  unhappy  policy,  than  to  exhibit  something 
of  the  drcumstances  of  our  African  brethren,  who  are 
involved  in  it. 

^ves  are  the  most  numerous  in  Vk^ia,  the  two 
Can^nas,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee.  There 
are  some  in  a  number  of  the  other  States  ;  but  in  these 
six,  the  great  body  of  them  is  found,  and  Virginia  akme 
contains  about  three  hundred  thousand,  almost  one-tlurd 
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of  its  whide  pf^lation.  And  I  know  not  but  the  pro-  . 
portioa  is  as  great  in  the  five  other  States.  In  all  the 
States  under  consideration  there  are  multitudes  of  black 
people  and  Creoles,  who  are  not  slaves.  Some  are  the 
descendants  of  manumitted  ancestors  ;  many  who  were 
born  slaves  have  been  liberated  by  benevolent  and  con- 
scientious owners,  and  others  have  purchased  their  own 
freedom. 

Multitudes  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  States  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  slavery ;  some  from  principle,  and  others 
for  the  want  of  means  to  obtain  them.  . 

The  Quakers,  who  are  numerous  in  some  of  the  south- 
ern States,  to  their  praise  be  it  spoken,  would  never  hold 
slaves. 

The  Methodists  in  some  places  set  out  on  this  princt- 
]de :  their  ministers  preached  gainst  slavery  ;  many  set 
them  at  liberty ;  but  I  believe  at  present  their  scruples  are 
mostly  laid  aside. 

The  B:tptists  are  by  no  means  uniform  in  their  opin- 
ions of  slavery.  Many  let  it  alone  altogether  ;  some  re- 
monstrate against  it  in  gentle  terms ;  others  oppose  it 
vehemently ;  while  far  tne  greater  part  of  them  hold 
slaves,  and  justify  themselves  the  best  vray  they  can.       , 

In  the  six  States  we  have  named,  there  are  now  about 
ninety  thousand  Baptist  communicants ;  and  1  conclude 
as  many  as  forty  thousand  of  this  great  number  are  ne- 
groes. Many  of  them  it  is  true  are  free,  but  the  greatest 
part  of  them  are  slaves.  Thousands  of  them  are  owned 
by  Baptist  masters,  and  others  by  other  people.  The 
owners  of  slaves  have  generally  been  loaded  with  re- 
proachful invectives  for  their  practice.  They  have  been 
all,  without  discrimination,  diarged  with  a  want  of  both 
principle  and  feeling,  with  tyranny,  cruelty,  and  oppres- 
sion. But  *'  to  discriminate  is  just." — Many  must  be 
blamed,  but  others  ought  rather  to  be  pitied.  Many  of 
the  beat  of  masters  have  slaves,  who  are  iidle,  thievish, 
stupid,  and  suspicious,  and  every  way  calculated  to  vex 
their  feeKngs  and  mar  all  their  enjoyments :  and  what- 
ever may  be  said  of  the  condition  of  their  slaves,  all 
must  allow  that  the  masters'  is  more  wretched  than 
theirs.  Many  I  have  seen  are  heartily  sick  of  having 
slaves  xbout  them,  and  think  that  the  people  at  the 
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northward,  who  are  free  from  the  iacumbntice  of  ibi* 
troublesome  property,  are  far  more  hippy  than  they. 

In  travelling  to  collect  materials  for  this  work,  1  spent 
about  five  months  in  the  six  States  now  under  consider' 
ation.  I  set  out  with  a  determination  to  say  nothing  on 
the  subject  of  sbvery  j  but  people  would  converse  upon 
it.  Some  were  very  curious  to  learn  the  minds  of  the 
northern  people  respecting  slavery ;  others  wanted  to 
know  how  we  could  do  our  work  without  negroes  ;  and 
many  were  anxious  to  clear  themselves  of  the  unjust  as^  . 
persions,  which,  in  their  opinions,  had  been  cabt  upon 
them.  There  is  a  class  of  people,  (though  I  am  happy  to 
say  i  do  not  find  many  in  it  who  profess  religion)  that 
entrench  themselve!)  around  with  their  laws,  their  cus- 
toms, and  their  wealth,  and  spurn  with  indignity  any 
scruple  of  the  lawfulness  of  holding  slaves.  There  is 
another  dass,  who  are  so  amazingly  suspicious  that  you 
are  about  to  censure  them,  that  it  seems  really  cruel  to 
mention  one  word  ag^nst  the  slave-holding  policy.  But 
by  &r  the  greater  part  of  those  brethren,  who  are  con* 
cemed  in  slavery,  converse  upon  the  subject  with  much 
frankness,  and  the  following  are  the  pnncipal  reasons 
which  they  assign  for  their  pracdce : 

Ist.  They  had  no  hand  m  bringing  them  into  the 
country ;  but  since  they  are  brou^t,  somebody  must 
take  care  of  them. 

f2d.  They  cost  them  much  money,  generally  from 
three  to  five  huqdred  dollars  apiece,  and  sometimes  mOTe; 
if  they  set  them  free,  all  this  must  be  sacrificed. 

3d.  Others  observed  they  had  inherited  their  slaves 
as  a  part  of  their  patrimonial  estate :  they  came  to  them 
without  their  seeicing,  and  now  they  know  no  better 
way  than  to  find  them  employment,  and  make  them  as 
'Comfortable  as  their  circumstances  would  permit. 

4th.  Some  mentioned  that  the  Romans  and  other 
nations  liad  slaves ;  that  they  were  numerous  at  the 
introduction  of  Christianity  ;  that  neither  Christ  nor 
the  Apostles,  nor  any  of  the  New-Testament  writers 
said  any  thing  against  it ;  that  if  it  were  contrary  to 
tlie  .spirit  of  the  gospel,  it  is  strange  that  it  is  no  where 
prohibited.  The  last  of  these  arguments  has  just  about 
as  much  weight  as  those  wliich.are  brought  in  svpport 
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tif  infant  baptism ;  the  others  I  shall  leave  without 
any  comment. 

The  fact  is,  most  of  thd  people  under  consideration* 
awoke  into  being  surroanded  with  shives,  and  now  they 
must  make  the  best  they  can  of  their  situation. 

But  it  is  a  well-known  and  pleasing  &ct,  that  the  evils 
of  slavery  are  yearly  diminishing, .  Worldly  policy  has 
done  something  towards  ameliorating  the  condition  c& 
this  numerous  class  of  pitiful ;  beings  but  religion  haa 
done  much  more. 

Anxious  that  these  strictures  should  be  made  with: 
candour  and  correctnesn,  and  give  a  true,  impartial  rep^ 
resentation  of  the  business  of  slavery,  as  it  is  practised 
among  our  southern  brethren,  I  addressed  a  number  of 
ministers  on  the  subject,  and  requested  their  assistance 
towards  forming  this  article.  But  few,  however,  .seem- 
ed inclined  to  say  much  about  it.  But  Mr.  Botsford  of 
Georgetown,  South-Carolina,  entered  cheerfully  and  in-*' 
genuousty  upon  the  subject,  and  the  following  is  a  pare 
of  his  communication.  "  I  have  now  been  in  this  coun- 
try upwards  of  forty-six  years,  as  I  arrived  in  Charles- 
ton from  England  in  1766j  then  something  more  than 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  had  never  heard  much  respect- 
ing the  negroes,  or  had  seen  morfi  than  four  or  fiVe.  I 
had  every  prejudice  I  could  have  against  slavery.  I  must 
confess  to  this  day,  I  am  no  advocate  for  it.  But  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  in  the  same  light  it  did  on  my  first  ar- 
rival. It  is  true,  the  slaves  have  no  hope  of  freedom* 
and  it  is  also  true,  they  have  no  proper  idea  of  the  nature 
of  freedom.  Many  in  their  own  country  were  slaves, 
and  many  who  were  not»  were  miserable.  Several  wit-h 
whom  I  nave  conversed,  have  really  preferred  their  pres-i 
ent  state  in  this  country  to  their  own  country,  though 
in  that  they  were  free.  It  is  more  than  probable,  how-* 
ever,  were  the  slave-trade  abolished,  their  own  country 
would  be  more  desirable.  I  will  give  you  an  anecdote  of 
a  middle  aged  woman,  who  came  to  me  a  few  weeks  ago* 
to  tell  me  the  good  things  God  had  done  for  her  soul. 
Among  other  things,  she  very  heartily  thanked  God  for 
bringing  her  into  this  country,  to  hear  the  blessed  gospel; 
•>  Well  but,"  said  I,  •*  you-,  are  a  slave.**  She  replied, 
*<  O,  Massa,  1  am  a  slave  for  true,  but  I  have  a  good  mas' 
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m  tmd  BiiMu.  I  wish  all  ny  countrymen  aftd  WMheii' 
were  h«'e  to  hear  this  blessed  ^pel."  "  What,  and  be 
ibvee  too?"  said  1.  **0  M^ua,"  said  she,  "my  own  couo- 
try  too  bad }  this  the  best  country  for  poor  n«gro«  too 
nmchifheget^odMas^."  Sheisnot the  only  ooelbave 
he^tl  express  themselves  in  much  the  same  manner.*' 

Mr.  Botsford  observes  that  there  are  bui:  few  plants- 
tinns  in  South-Carolina,  vhich  have  not  an  0{^x>rtunity 
of  attending  worship,  eittier  among  themselves  or  tt 
some  publick  place.  Some  masters,  it  is  true,  discour^^ 
^  kinds  oi  worship  among  thdr  slaves ;  but  many,  who 
are  not  rdigious  themselves,  are  yet  willing  that  their 
ibtves  should  attend  to  religion,  and  suffer  them  to  go 
to  places  of  worship,  and  permit  exticm^ra  to  come  on 
cheir  pbntations,  &c.  . 

Mr.  Bot^ord  has  a  iew  slaves  in  his  possession,  uid' 
Us  reascHis  for  holding  them  are  as  follows  :  -  **  Provi- 
dence has  cast  my  lot  where  slavery  is  introduced  and 
practiced,  under  the  sanction  of  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try. Servants  I  want ;  it  is  lawful  for  me  to  have  them  ; 
but  hired  ones  I  cannot  (^tain,  and  therefore  I  have 
purchased  some :  I  use  them  as  servants ;  I  feed  them, 
dothe  them,  instruct  them,  &c  }»as  1  caackot  do  as  1 
would,  I  do  as  I  can." 

The  existence  of  slavery^  in  a  country  is  calculated  to 
awaken  ^  the  propensities  of  human  nature,  whether 
good  or  bad.  Those  who  are  so  disposed,  have  abun- 
dant opportunities  to  play  the  tyrant,  and  to  vent  all  thor 
Bkercilesfl  and  angry  passions  upon  a  set  (^  poor,  de. 
jfienceless  fellow  beings ;  while  those  who  are  inclined 
t«  tenderness  and  compassion,  may  always  find  occasions 
for  displaying  these  noble  vu-tnes.  The  following  anec- 
dotes will  exemplify  these  remarks.  A  planter  in  the 
Bpper  part  of  Georgia,  went  down  to  Charleston  to  pur> 
chaae  slaves.  A  cargo  had  just  been  landed— they  were 
set  up  at  auction— -declared  to  be  sound  in  wind  and 
Smb,  and  were  struck  off  to  the  highest  bidder,  lliii 
planter  purchased  his  com[dement,  and  the  driver  con* 
ducted  them  oC  On  the  way  to  Augusta,  one  of  the 
women  accidentally  saw  the  man  who  had  been  her 
husband  in  Africa ;  the  (tiasevered  pair  immediately  re- 
CTgwaed  each  ocfaer,  and  char  £»dipgi  u  tbi»  uiua^t* 
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M  meeting  may  he  cofi(%hrA!  by  those,  who  ire  acqnRlflfr 
ed  with  conjugal  afiection.  The  owner  of  the  husband 
was  mored  at  the  scene,  and  proposed  either  to  ssU  or 
buy,  tlut  the  poor  creHures  might  Hve  together  on  the 
same  phntation.  But  the  other,  hard-hearted  man ! 
would  do  neither.  They  of  course  were  soon  partad  | 
the  woman  was  conducted  up  the  country,  tnd  soon  af- 
ter died  with  grief. 

I  spent  a  night  with  a  Baptist  tninistcr  in  Gecr^ 
who  had  a  phntatioa  of  about  fifty  alavft.  By  his  i«> 
quest  I  took  the  lead  in  the  devotion  of  the  evening. 
A  large  company  of  negroes  assnnbted  hi  the  hatt, 
ThetT  attention  was  solenin  and  devout,  and  their 
rin^ng  melodious.  At  the  dose  oi  the  excrdecs,  the 
nattter  exhorted  his  servants  in  a  very  afiectionate  man- 
tier  to  attend  to  what  they  had  heard.  Among  tfaeqi 
was  a  very  aged  man,  to  whom  he  ipoke  in  tbe  tender* 
est  manner,  and  inquired  respecting  hU  spiritual  enjoy* 
ments,  and  so  on.  His  answers  were  broken,  but  sensi- 
ble. After  the  negroes  had  retired,  my  worthy  brother 
gave  the  following  account  of  the  pious  dd  lack,  vho 
was  supposed  n>  be  at  least  a  hundred  years  eid.  ttt 
had  bek)nged  to  a  neighbouring  estiite,  which  had  ben 
dvided  and  run  down,  and  the  <M  woniKWt  servant 
was  1^  without  support.  He  vent  to  aaothw  j^ntEk- 
tion  among  his  kindred,  but  fhey  treated  him  unkind- 
ly, and  he  concluded  to  go  out  into  the  woods  and  die. 
Mr.  ■  one  day  returning  from  Savannah,  frond  hi« 
wandering  in  the  road :  he  inquired  who  he  was  i  tad 
having  heard  his  melancholy  tale,  took  him  into  his  caiu 
riage,  carried  him  home,  and  had  kept  him  a  nuvtberW 
years,  without  any  reward,  or  ever  expecting  any. 

This  old  African  was  an  example  of  piety,  and  had  & 
atrikdng  discernment  in  «];»ritual  things.  One  daylie  said 
to  iris  master,  **  lAasia,  me  no  Hke  dat  a  man  who  |)ray 
here  and  taSk  to  us  lass  nig^."  **  Why,  lecfc,  why  yon 
BO  like  him  V  **  O,  me  dont  know,  Maesa,  he  pray  tat4 
teH  well  enough ;  but  me  no  get  hold  of  him.**  Soo* 
after,  it  was  found  out  that  the  tiian  was  an  impoKtor. 

I  was  at  -the  house  of  a  Baptist  mifuster  in  Vii^nis, 
who  had  many  sbves,  and  among  thetn  one,  v4)o  was 
1  brother  in  the  Quaiicry.    HcJVac  a  wmilde.nMin  and'ft 
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Tfiiy  acceptable  pretch^r.'  He  had  a  w^fe  and  family  aU 
comfortable  and  happy.  He  had  a  good  horse,  had  mon- 
ey at  interest,  and  wan  called  abroad  to  preach  oftener  than 
his  master.  And  -here  I  would  observe,  that  among  the 
African  Baptises  in.the  southern  States,  there  are  a  mul> 
titudeof  preachers  and  exhorters,  whose  names  do  not 
appear  on  the  minutes  of  Associations.  They  preach 
principally  on  the  plantations  to  those  of  their  own 
foiour ;  and  their  preaching,  though  broken  and  illiter- 
ate,'j;l  in  many  cases  highly  useful. 

The  following  anecdote  affords  a  cutting  reproof  to 
^1  whom  it  implicates.  A  poor  ignorant  negro  came  to 
a  minister  with  a  melancholy  and  dejected  look,  and  de- 
sired him  to  come  and  baptize  his  master  again.  *'  Why, 
-Sambo,"  replied  the  minister,  *'  what  is  the  matter  of 
your  master  ? "  **  O,  my  massa  been  one  good  masst 
when  you  baptize  afore ;  but  now  he  forget  all  his  religw 
ion,  and  scold,  and  vex,  and  whip  poor  negro." 

I  saw  a  man  in  Virginia,  who  was  bred  in  Massachu- 
setts :  he  went  to  Virginia  with  all  the  prejudices  of  a 
New-England  man  against  slavery,  and  was  determined 
at.  all  events  he  would  never  traffick  in  human  flesh.  He 
sooB  found  it  di£Scult  to  get  servants.  That  class  in 
society  who  cheerfully  serve  in  New-England  are  above 
the  business  here.  He  hired  his  neighbour's  slaves ;  but 
they  were  miserable  help.  At  length  a  fine  looking 
Uack  woman,  of  about  thirty  years  of  age,  came  to  him 
and  begged  him  to  buy  her.  She  had  a  ticket  from  her 
ma^te^,  signifying  that  she  was  for  sale.  She  informed 
him  that  her  master  lived  twenty  miles  off— rthat  she 
had  lost  her  husband— rthat  she  had  two  children^  which 
her  ma»ter  intended  to  keep ;  but  his  a&irs  were  such 
that  he  must  sell  her,  and  had  given  her  leave  to  find  a 
snaster  for  herself,  a  thing  very  common  in  these  coun- 
tries. She  furthermore  added,  that  a  man  stood  ready 
to  buy  her,  who  wanted  to  carry  her  down  the  Missi^p- 
^i  river ;  and  in  case  she  was  sold  to  him,  she  must  be 
{arted  from  her  children  forever.  She  wept  and  hog' 
ged  him  to  buy  her,  so  that  she  might  live  near  her  chur 
oren.  The  man  knew  not  what  to  do,  for  he  found  his 
principles,  his  interest,  and  compassion,  all  thrown  into 
immediate  colliaioD ;  but  as  interest  and  com|>assioii 
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wef  e  both  on  one  side,  they  overpowered  bis  principles; 
and  he  bought  the  voman.  She  has  proved  a  ^thful 
servant :  he  pennits  her  to  go  twice  in  a  year  to  see  her 
children  ;  and  she  is  happy  and  contented,  and  blesses 
her  master  for  making  ber  his  slave. 

Tbese  anecdotes  are  absolutely  matters  of  fact,  without 
any  fiction  or  colouring,  and  they  are  spedmens  of  what 
is  every  where  met  with  throughout  the  land  of  slaves! 

African  converts  are  numerous  among  the  Methodists 
as  well  as  Baptists.  The  Methodist  church  in  Cbaries- 
ton,  a  few  years  unce,  consisted  of  about  eighteen  hun. 
dred  members.  It  was  supposed  that  fifteen  hundred 
or  more  of  them  were  negroes.      / 

But  after  all  we  can  say  of  the  kindness  of  masters  and 
the  comforts  of  slaves,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
thousands  of  these  wretched  beings  are  sunk  beneath  an 
enormous  load  of  oppressive  misery.  But  the  rich  grace 
of  God,  which  has  within  afewyearspast  been  so  remark-  • 
ably  diffused  in  these  States  among  both  masters  and 
slaves,  I  hope,  and  am  inclined  to  believe,  will  be  the  salt 
of  this  part  of  the  «arth,  and  preserve  it  from  those 
dreadful  calamities,  which  many  have  feared.  Were  it 
not  for  this,  1  should  really  fear  that  oppressed  humanity 
would  one  day  collect  its  energies  to  a  point,  and  revenge 
itself  in  acts  of  terrible  retaliation  on  the  authors  of  its 
weighty  woes. 

Those,  who  may  wish  to  gain  further  information  of 
the  religious  negroes,  may  find  many  interesting  accounts 
in  Holcombe's  Letters  lately  published,  and  in  a  little 
piece  entitled  Sambo  and  Toncy,  published  not  long  since 
by  Mr.  BiMsford. 


CHAP.  XIV. 


TENNBSBE. 


This  State  lies  west  of  North-Carolina,  to  which  it 
formerly  belonged,  and  directly  south  of  Kentucky,  from 
which  it  is  divided  by  an  east  and  west  line  ;  it  is  natur- 
ally divided  into  two  grand  sections  by  the  Cumberland 
Mountains,  which  are  but  thinly  inhabited ;   the  settle- 


meats  of  couiw  are  mmdy  in  the  eaet  and  wnt  end^  of 
the  Sute.  These  two  divisions  ire,  ftu-  the  «^e  cf  di»- 
tinction,  caUed,  the  one  East  and  the  other  West  Tenner 
see.  KnoxviUe  in  East,  and  NashTlUe  in  West  Tennessee, 
are  considered  the  capitals  or  principal  towns  in  their 
Kspecttve  divisions.     They  are  two  hnndred  ndles  apart. 

The  Baptists  were  not,  as  in  Kentucky,  the  6rst  set- 
tins  in  this  State,  nor  have  they  been,  as  they  are  there, 
the  most  numerous  denomination  of  Christians.  The 
Presbyterians  took  the  lead  as  a  religious  denomination 
here,  and  in  1 788,  according  to  Morse's  Geography, 
when  there  were  but  ten  Baptist  churches  in  the  coun- 
try,  and  most  of  these  very  small,  they  had  twenty-three 
large  congregations.  The  Methodists  also  made  an  early 
beginning  in  this  State,  especially  in  its  western  part, 
where  they  hare  collected  many  societies,  and  they  are 
probably  now  the  most  numerous  of  any  one  denomina. 
tion  in  the  State.  The  Presbyterians,  however,  are  con- 
siderably numerous;  and  the  Baptists  have  increased 
miicli  mthin  a  few  years,  and  are  now  increasmg  vny 
£ut,  especially  in  West- Tennessee. 

The  first  settlements  in  this  State  were  made  on  the 
Holston  river  and  its  waters,  in  East-Tennesee,  and  in 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  State  of  Virginia ;  and  in 
these  setderaents  the  first  Baptist  churches  were  ettablistw 
ed.  It  is  said  there  were  two  churches  gathered  in  ttus 
part  of  Tennessee,  which  was  then  a  dangerous  wilder- 
ness, 4oaie  time  before  any  of  those  arose,  whose  history 
we  are  now  about  to  relate  j  bat  they  were  broken  up 
and  scattered,  during  the  time  of  the  Indian  war.  The 
circumstances  under  which  they  were  gathered,  1  have 
not  been  able  to  learn.  They  were  probably  collected 
«ome  time  after  the  year  1765,  and  broken  up  in  that 
Indian  war  which  happened  in  1774.  One  of  these 
churches  was  on  Clinch- Rivw,  a  few  of  whose  members 
returned  after  the  war,  and  the  church  was  reconstituted 
by  the  name  of  Glade  HoUows,  and  now  belongs  to  the 
Holstun  Association. 

But  the  beginning  of  the  first  churches  which  have 
had  a  permanent  standing  was  in  the  following  manner : 
About  the  year  1780,  William  Murphy,  Jajnes  Keel, 
Thomas  Murrell,  Tidence  Lane,  Isaac  Barton,  Matthew 


Knt  fmumm  CImHiit  m  Ttnnasee.  815 

T«ftot,  JodHta  C«Uy*  aad  Sekn  Chagtun,  mored  into 
vtiat  wu  called  the  Holstou  country,  when  it  wu  in  a 
wilderness  st«t«,  and  much  espoaed  to  the  ravages  and 
dapredatioDA  of  the  Inctiaos.  These  mioistera  were  i3k 
Virgfuiiins,  except  Mr.  Lane,  who  was  from  North-Caro- 
lina. Th^  vn-e  accompaBied  by  a  considcraUe  numbev 
(rf  thnr  brethren  iromthe  ctoirciies  which  th^  left,  and 
were  foUowed  shortly  after  ^r  Jonathan  Mulky,  WiUiam 
Keoo,  and  some  other  mimaters  and  brethren,  and 
amongst  the  other  anigranta  there  was  a  small  body 
which  went  out  in  something  like  a  church  capacity. 
They  removed  from  the  old  church  at  Sandy-Creek,  la 
North-Carotioa,  wfaidi  was  planted  by  Shubael  Sccaras  ; 
and  as  a  branch  of  the  mother  church,  they  emigrated  to 
the  wilderness,  and  settled  oo  Boon's  Crew.  The  church. 
is  now  called  Bn&loe  Ridge,  and  is  under  the  pastorali 
care  of  Jonathan  Mulky. 

In  I7t)l,  one  year  afro-  the  settlement  of  most  of  the 
persons  above  mentioned,  five  or  six  churches  having 
been  established  by  the  emigrants,  they,  for  their  mu- 
tual advantage  and  edification,  concluded  to  meet  to- 
gether in  conference  twice  in  a  year  i  tMs  conference, 
ttiey,  in  a  ahan  time,  organised  into  a  temporary  Asso* 
dation,  which  they  diose  to  .place  under  the  patronage 
md  direction  of  the  Sandy.Creek  Association  in  MortB- 
Carolina.  To  this  body  they  made  annual  returns  of 
their  proceedings,  which  they  submitted  for  thdr  inapec. 
tion  uid  approbation.  But  the  reDooteness  of  tbeir  sit- 
uatioa  rendered  this  measure  bo  inconvenient,  that  bf 
the  ap|;v(riiati(W  of  their  North-Carolina  brethren,  they, 
ki  1786,*  erected  their  body  into  a  cUstinct  andindq>«i> 
dent  iiisoctation  by  the  name  of  Holston.  This  Asso. 
eiadon,  at  this  time,  coousted  of  the  seven  following 
'  duirches,  vis.  Kendrick's  Creek,  Bent  Creek,  Beaver 
Credc,  Greasy  Cove,  Cberdcee,  North  Fork  of  Holston, 
and  Lower  French  Broad.  The  minister*  belonging  to 
it  at  this  time,  were  Jonathan  Mulky,  Tidence  Lane, 
Isaac  Barttm,  James  Keel,  William  Murphy,  Joim  Frost, 
and  Alexander  Chambers.     A  few  of  these  ministers  in 

*  Mr.  Aqiluiid  in  h 
wUdil  tutTccnaiii 
Ativ. 
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a  short  time  removed  to  other  parts,  but  most  of  thud 
became  permaoeotly  stationed  in  the  country,  and  hava 
been  dil^ot  and  successful  labourers  in- this  part  of  the 
vineyard.  Most  of  the  early  Baptists  in  this  region  were 
of  the  old  Separate  order  :  some,  however,  were  Regu- 
lars i  but  the  leading  sentiments  of  both  were  Calvinist- 
ic,  and  there  was  so  little  difference  in  their  notions  oi 
doctrine  and  discipline,  that  these  names  were  soon  for- 

fotten,  and  they  went  on  together  with  great  union  (ind 
armony.  This  Association  adopted  the  Philadelphia 
Confession  of  Faith,  at  the  time  of  its  constitution,  and 
'  still  adheres  to  the  doctrinal  sentiments  contuned  in  that 
instrument.  They  held  an  occanonal  correspondence, 
for  a  number  of  years,  with  some  of  the  Kentucky  As- 
sociations ;  but  the  distance  being  so  great,  and  the  in- 
conveniences attending  it  were  found  to  be  so  many, 
that  it  has  for  some  time  been  lud  aside.  There  has 
been  considerable  debate  at  di&rent  times  in  this  body 
about  loiing'OTMf-bands  ;  but  it  is  left  at  present  for  min' 
isters,  churches,  and  brethren,  each  one  to  follow  theif 
own  light  and  convictions  on  the  subject.  Some  re&esht 
ing  seasons  were  experienced  at  different  times  amongst 
the  churches  within  the  bounds  of  this  Association,  and 
it  progressed  with  a  good  degree  of  prosperity  until 
1 802,  when,  by  a  mutual  agreement,  a  cUvision,  which 
had  some  dme  before  been  proposed,  vras  effected.  The 
Association  at  the  time  of  this  division  contained  thirty- 
six  churches,  and  between  two  and  three  thousand  mem< 
bers.  The  line  of  division  was  from  Powers  River  to 
the  Flat  Gap,.on  the  Clinch  Mountain,  and  thence  by  a 
crooked  route  to  English's  Mountain.  All  the  churches 
to  the  north  of  this  hoe  remained  with,  and  retained  the 
name  and  constitution  of  the  Holston  Association  \  while 
those  at  the  south  of  it  were  dismissed  to  form  a  new  . 
one,  which  they  called  Tennessee.  A  number  of  church- 
es and  some  of  the  oldest  in  this  body,  are  in  the  State 
ofVii^nia.  In  1809,  the  Holston  Association  contained 
eighteen  churches,  1213  members,  and  thirteen  preach- 
ers, eight  of  whom  were  ordained,  and  five  were  not» 
The  churches  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  are  mostly  in 
the  counties  of  Green,  Hawkins,  SuUivan,  Washingtont 
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it-SenoDy  and  Carter.  Those  in  Virginia  are  in  the 
coDDticB  of  Washington  and  Russe).*  In  the  time  o£ 
the  Great  Revival,  the  bodily  exercises  of  jerking,  danc- 
ing. Sec.  were  considerably  prevalent  in  many  of  the 
churches  in  this  Association  and  in  the  Holston  settle^ 
menu  generaUy ;  an  account  of  which  wiU  be  given  in 
the  history  of  that  remarkable  work. 

TENNSSSEB   ASSOCIATION. 

This  Association^  as  has  lieen  related,  arose  from  thd 
(livision  of  the  Holston,  in  1:802.  It  did  not,  like  the 
mother  Association,  adopt  the  Confession  of  Faith,  but 
professed  to  hold  its  substance  and  spirit,  with  some  modi- 
fications of  some  of  the  articles  which  it  contains.  Many 
of  the  churches  in  this  body  are  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Knoxville,  and  most  of  them  are  on  the  Holston,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Clinch  Rivers.  It  received  its  name  from 
the  river,  which  gives  name  to  the  State.  This  Associa- 
tion has  already  become  considerably  large^  and  it  nov 
extends  over  the  Clinch  River,  to  the  Cumberland 
Mountain  ;  and  a  few  churches  have  lately  been  gathered 
in  the  nooks  of  vallies  of  the  mountain,  on  land  which 
was,  till  within  five  or  six  years,  inhabited  by  the  abo- 
riginal proprietors  of  the  soil.f 

*  Mr.  Semple,  io  his  hintry  of  the  Vit^ginia  Baptists,  makn  ten  chtiFChcs  <£ 
thn  Associatkn  to  be  in  Virpnia  ;  but  mjm  tlie  Minutes  which  I  toi>1c  wlien 
I  vWted  k  in  1810,  there  were  but  three,  ilie  reason  oT  thh  diMiTeeBiMt  It 
probably  this.  1  wasinfbrmedthat  a  number  if  churches,  which  h&d  fbnncr* 
If  belonged  W  the  Asaociadon,  tad,  for  some  cause  which  1  caniwt  now 
relate,  withdrawn;  these  chiurihei  are  probably  the  ones  in  qucMiai, 
mild  bad  not  wkbdrawn  when  Mr.  Semple  received  his  initvinatkR. 

t  n»e  road  from  East  to  West  Tennessee  leads  (Hrectly  over  the  stupend- 
nis  and  teniUe  [riles  of  the  Cumberiaiul  MonntaW  Eighty  miiea  cf  thia 
road  an  nioM  nined  and  dreary  Indeed.  It  leads  thrcu^  land  till  latel/ 
icUimed  by  the  Inoans,  and  it  was  br  payii^  an  annual  nam  for  the  privilege, 
^t  the  United  Statea  government  obuined  permi'.sian  of  the  native  pronne- 
tonoitfae  aoil,  to  lay  open*  rcMul  thnai^  tnis  desolate  region,  andestaUiifa 
three  or  fcur  stands  where  houses  of  entertainment  were  ktpt  tor  the  conve- 
nienco  of  travellers.  But  five  or  rix  yean  ago  a  very  large  tract  at'  countiy, 
in  which  this  road  was  included,  was  pnrchaiM]  of  the  Indiaii*,  and  their  claim 
toitfbpever  extiiu;uished.  Since  that  period  a  few  settlements  have  bwa 
made  in  the  inhabitalile  parts  of  the  momitainB,  but  a  cnn^derable  part  of 
Aem  are  whi^y  imfit  for  sectlenieat,  as  they  are  altcgether  incapable  of  cul- 
tivation. There  are  now  many  inns  or  ordinaries  on  the  road  fcr  the  enter- 
laimnent  cf  travellers,  moM  cc  which  are  of  a  truly  inferiom-  kind.  A  few  o^ 
them,  however,  are  kqit  with  a  icood  degree  cf  neatnen  aitd  attention,  and 
fiinii.'^  more  comforts  to  the  loonnme  traveller,  than  be  could  expect  to  End 
h  such  a  barren  and  inhospHable  desert  Thb  road  I  found  the  most  drearic. 
Wil  un(rfeannt  of  any  which  1  travelled  in  any  rf  the  United  States 

One  night  I  tarried  at  an  im)  where  I  was  treated  with  much  bo^itaUtn 
Shortly  alter  I  arrived,  the  people  informed  me  that  two  pftnthera  had  latelf 
VOL.  2.  fiS 
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■  This  Associaiion  in  1809,  contained  thirty  chnrchOf 
£aurteen  ordained  and  two  unordained  preachers,  and 
1466  communicants.  The  churches  are  jn'indp^y  in 
the  counties  of  Knox,  Claiborne,  Sevdu-,  and  J^rson* 
The  dispute  about  the  laying-on-of-hands  has  also  been, 
at  different  times,  agitated  in  this  Association  as  w^  at  - 
in  the  HoUton,  and  the  sutnect  is  also  left  on  the  same 
ground.  Robert  Fristoe  of  this  Association,  a  native  of 
Sta^Nrd  county,  in  Virginia,  and  nephew  to  the  ^mous 
Vii^nia  preachers  of  the  name,  usually  officiates  as  the 
Moderator  of  its  meetings,  and  is  considered  a  principal 
minister  in  the  body. 

VEST  TBMM£SSB£. 
The  settlements  in  this  part  of  the  State  were  not 
commenced  till  a  nambcr  of  years  after  those  in  East 
Tennesee  had  become  large  and  flourishing.  In  the  year 
1780,  a  party  of  about  forty  families,  invited  by  the 
richness  of  the  Cumberland  country,  under  the  guidance 
and  direction  of  Gen.  James  Robertson,  passed  through 
a  wilderness  of  at  least  SOO  miles  to  the  French  Lidc, 
thefe  founded  the  town  of  Nashville,  on  the  Cumberland 
River,  and  commenced  settlements  on  the  luxuriant  sml 
in  its  vicinity.  But  I  have  not  learnt  that  there  were 
any  Baptists  in  this  company.  The  first  church  of  this 
denommation  in  West  Tennessee  was  gathered  in  1786, 
on  one  of  the  branches  of  Red  River,  called  Sulphur 

been  seen  bjr  the  side  cf  the  road  wtuch  I  bad  paned,  and  that  tne  of  thoe 
div^iiliul  Einimab  had,  not  Inog  befre,  came  iiear  the  house  in  the  ni^t,  and 
■crearaed  lite  a  wonan  in  datms,  and  came  near  iKXaj'wx  the  roan  of  the 
house  to  go  tUt  into  the  woods  to  search  fur  nhat  he  supposeaat  first  a  bei«a- 


lozjail,  some  distance  in  down  tlie  mountain,  and  that  he  was  imprismed  for 
nnbbt  and  murderine  a  trnveUer  oo  the  niad.  Thii  was  unpleasuif  ttews 
for  me-  They  uL-n  intormed  lulhere  wei-e  luridng  a  few  miles  06^  two  noted 
horae-thteves  on  foot,  one  of  whom  had  bitely  broken  jafl  b  South-Cudina. 
and  had  fled  to  theK  lemotc  mouutaiin  for  protectian,  and  that  thev  were 
suppoKd  to  be  Halting  to  furnish  themselves  with  hones  to  ei^iedite  taeir  c^ 
cajw  to  still  remoter  regijos,  as  hors«-stealing  in  Soiith-Carohna  is  a  capital 
crune ;  aiid  ihis,  I  thuuaht,  was  bad  news  for  myself  and  horse  too.  The  peo- 
ple also  informed  me,  that  the  wolves  were  at  that  time  very  numerous  and 
Toracioui,  and  that  a  conpanr  trf  them  had,  a  day  or  two  be&re.  ihown 
alarmingtignsif  insdence  and  bottility  to  some  tnveHenaa  the  road.  After 
taearii^  all  these  ui^deannt  reiatkus,  I  committed  myself  to  the  divine  pre- 
tectim,  and  retired  to  rett  aa  composedly  as  I  could ;  W I  could  not  help  re- 
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Fork,  some  considerable  distance  from  NashviUe.  Who 
vere  its  constituents  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn ;  they 
must,  however,  have 'been  an  adventurous  set  ofpeo- 
pie,  to  have  settled  in  such  a  remote  region,  vrhere 
they  were  exposed  to  continual  alarms,  and  destructive 
depredations  firooi  the  Indians.  The  founders  of  this 
church  probably  emigrated  from  North-Carolina  or  Vir< 
ginia,  abmit  the  year  1 783,  when  a  swarm  of  emigrant? 
poured  into  this  region  from  many  different  quarters.' 
One  John  Grammar  was  for  a  short  time  their  pastor  ; 
but  he  removed  from  them,  and  the  church  was  dissolv- 
ed before  any  of  those  were  formed  vhich  are  now  in 
existence.  A  considerable  number  of  families  of  the 
Baptist  persua^on  had  settled  in  many  parts  of  the  Cum- 
berland country,*  but  it  was  not  till  the  year  1790,  that 
Baptist  churches  began  to  be  established,  or  the  denom' 
ination  to  flourish.  In  the  course  of  five  or  six  years 
from  this  date,  five  churches  were  gathered ;  and  in  J  796, 
they  were  embodied  into  an  Assodation  called  Mero 
District,  after  the  name  of  a  civil  dq)artment,  which 
then  comprehended  all  the  counties  in  West-Tennessee. 
This  Association  has  become  the  mother  of  two  others, 
viz.  the  Red  River  and  Concord,  which  are  both  con- 
siderably large,  and  very  respectable  and  fiourishing  es- 
tablishments. The  five  churches,  which  at  .first  composed 
the  Mero  Association,  were  Mouth  of  Sulphur  Fork, 
White's  Creek,  Head  of  Sulphur  Fork,  which  has  gen- 
erally been  known  by  the  name  of  Dorris's  church.  Mid- 
dle church  on  Sulphur  Fork,  and  the  church  on  the  west 
Fork  of  Station  Camp.  The  ministers,  who  had  as- 
sisted in  raising  up  these  churches,  were  Daniel  Brown, 
Joseph  Dorris,  Nathan  Arnett,  and  Patrick  Mooney. 
The  number  of  members  at  the  commeDcement  of  the 
Aseociation  b  not  recorded,!  but  they  must  have  been 

*  As  the  first  Kitleinents  b  tbrapai-tafTeoncKee  were  made  on  dKCum- 
beHand  Rirer  and  Hs  vichtity,  the  whde  rerion  was  distinguUIied-b]'  the  name 
of  the  "  Curoberlanil  Country,  or  Cumbenand  Settlements,"  uiid  it  was  Dg( 
iinbl  the  settltments  became  extenrive,  that  the  name  of  West  'i'enneaee  wiu 
adopted. 

t  It  is  a  anifonn  practice  withatl  the  AESociattDos  in  the  western  and  in<Mtf 
thoK  in  the  Koithcm  States,  to  procure  a  blank  book  at  thdr  conmencemeift, 
in  which  ilx-jr  recurd  all  their  pruceedh^  and  all  remarkaUe  e\'enta.  Many 
AsaodatJoi  .a  could  not  conveniently  print  ihdr  Mbiotes,  until  a  nuniber  c^  years 
«Iter  their  cgDimencaiwnt    But  U  these  rccfads  tlwy  am  preserved.    'Om 
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tew.  The  church  at  the  Mouth  «f  Std^ur  Fork  is  the 
oldest  now  in  esistence  in  West-l'ennessee.  It  wu  cun- 
fitituted  in  i79l,  by  the  assistance  of  Elder  Ambross 
Dudley  and  John  Taylor,  from  the  Elkbom  Association 
in  Kentucky.  These  ntintsters  by  the  request  of  the 
brethren  in  this  place  travelled  not  far  from  two  hoil? 
dred  miles,  mostly  through  a  wilderness,  where  they 
were  continually  exposed  to  be  destroyed  by  the  Indiaa& 
This  church  was  at  first  called  Tennessee  ;  it  united  with 
the  Elkhorn  Association,  where  it  continued  until  ths 
Mero  District  Association  was  formed.  This  church  re- 
mained alone  in  the  wilderness,  having  no  other  withiq 
more  than  a  hundred  miles  of  it,  until  1 794,  when  thai 
on  White's  Creek  in  Davidson  county,  about  si^  milel 
to  the  north  of  (lashville,  was  gathered.  The  church  «t 
the  Head  of  Sulphur  Fork  was  constituted  in  North- 
Carolina  in  1795,  and  immediately  after  einigrated  ta> 
this  country  in  a  church  capacity,  having  before  tfaeit 
removal  chosen  Joseph  Dorris  fdr  their  pastor;  from 
this  circumstance,  this  has  been  generally  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  Dorris's  church.  The  Afiddle  church  on 
Sulphur  Fork  was  constituted  in  1796,  and  partly  of 
members,  who  had  lulonged  to  the  church,  wnich  wu 
gathered  in  j  786 ;  the  one  on  Station  Camp  was  raised  up 
the  same  year.  These  were  the  beginnings  of  the  Mera 
Association,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  recurring  to  the  get^- 
raphy  of  the  country,  that  most  of  the  churchet  were  oit, 
the  waters  of  the  Red  Riyer,  and  that  all  of  them  were 
liorth  of  the  Cumberland. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  in  1797,  tbi 
-  churches  on  Richland  Creek,  Mill  Creek,  and  the  Head 
of  Red  River,  were  admitted  as  members  of  the  inlant 
establishment.  That  on  Richland  Creek  was  the  first 
Baptist  church  which  vas  gathered  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Cumberland  River-  The  Rev.  John  Dillohunty 
took  the  care  of  this  church  at  its  commencement,  and 
Still  continues  their  much  respected  pastor.  He  emigre 
tetl  from  the  Neuse  Association  in  North-Carolina,  and 
Iia^  been  an  eminent  and  successful  Baptist  preacher  for 
fifty-five  years. 

mnendable  fntctice  is  not  gpwrnlly  atkiptrd  by  the  Awod&tiMii  in  the 
nUiDe  and  MUtcrn  States,  but  it  is  cenH'nily  wortny  tlwir  attcntinn.  Thrw 
ncords  twre  afitnkd  me  peculiar  service,  and  have  cAcd  saved  me  macb 
fhUig  And  labour. 
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The  church  on  Hill  Creek  was  the  lecoad  one  raided 
•n  the  south  side  of  the  Cumberland  River ;  it  is  like 
that  on  Richland  Creelc  in  the  neighbourbood  of  Mash? 
ville.  The  same  day  the  church  was  constituted,  Mr, 
lames  Wbitsett,  who  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  was  ordain- 
ed as  their  pastor,  in  which  office  he  still  continues.  He 
U  now  in  the  meridian  of  life,  and  by  a  kind  Providence 
placed  in  easy  drcumEtances,  and  is  laborious,  successful, 
and  highly  esteemed,  throughout  an  extensive  circle  of 
brethren  and  churches.  Robert  C.  Foster,  Esq.  a  plant- 
er  of  considerable  opulence,  and  one  of  the  Senators  in 
the  State  Legislature,  is  a  member  of  this  church. 

From  1797  till  ISOl,  the  Association  travelled  on  in 
ft  prosperous  manner,  and  had  increased  to  eighteen 
churches,  in  which  were  sixteen  ministers  and  about 
320O  members  ^  but  now  its  progress  was  impeded,  and 
kfi  former  harmony  much  interrupted.  8ome  reports 
had  gone  abroad  against  Joseph  Dorrts,  who  had  at  this 
time  become  very  popular  as  a  preacher,  ard  a  number 
of  things  had  appeared  in  his  conduct,  which  had,  for 
tome  time,  been  a  source  of  peculiar  trial  to  many  of  his 
brethren.  But  no  steps  of  gospel  labour  were  taken 
with  him,  until  the  matter  was  ^ruptty  introduced  be- 
fore the  Association  at  Mill  Creek  in  the  year  i  800,  by 
the  delegates  from  the  church  on  White's  Creek.  They, 
pursuant  to  instructions  received  from  their  constituents 
>n  open  assembly,  declared  a  non- fellowship  with  both 
Dorrts  and  his  cnurch;  with  Dorris  for  unchrietian  be> 
faaviour,  and  with  his  church  for  not  dealing  with  him. 
The  matter,  being  thus  brought  before  the  Association, 
the  churches  were  advised  to  send  brethren  to  examine 
into  the  grounds  of  complaint  against  Dorris  and  liis 
church.  An  examination  in  due  form  was  accordingly 
made ;  and  though  the  charges  against  Mr.  Dorris  were 
many  and  grievous,  yet  nothing  could  be  sufficiently 
proved  to  justify  the  Association  in  excluding  either  him 
or  his  church  from  their  seats.  The  report  of  these  pro- 
ceedings was  made  at  the  Association  in  1 802,  cm  the 
reception  of  which  the  churches  of  White's  Credc  and 
Richland  Creek  immediately  withdrew. 

No  further  steps  were  taken  at  this  meeting.  But  at 
•an  e^tra  session  of  the  Association  in  the  April  fbUow- 
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WKi  appointed  for  the  special  purpose  of  attending  to 
this  businesSjit  was  resolved  that  Mr.  Dorris's  case  should 
be  reconsidered ;  and  the  Association  proceeded  to  try 
thar  obnoxious  brother  the-  second  time  for  the  same 
offences.  He  however  acceded  to  the  proposal,  and  pro* 
fessed  to  desire  a  full  and  fair  investigation  of  all  the 
chaises  exhibited  against  him.  But  tnis  examination 
issued  like  the  former ;  the  brethren  concenied  could 
not,  by  substantial  pro(^,  convict  him  ;  nor  could  they, 
in  their  own  minds,  acquit  bim.  His  friends  declared 
him  innocent,  but  others  alleged  that  he  bad,  by  the 
connivance  of  his  party,  and  his  own  artful  measures,  so 
entrenched  himself  on  every  side,  that  matters  could  not 
be  fairly  examined.  The  Association  now  relinquished 
their  pursuit  of  Mr.  Dorris,  and  began  to  study  how  they 
should  extricate  themselves  from  the  difficulty  in  which 
they  were  invtJved  on  his  account.  Tbey  would  have 
been  glad  to  have  dismissed  him  and  his  ^urch  at  first, 
but  he  was  as  much  determined  to  maintain  his  seat,  as 
his  brethren  were  to  displace  him.  The  Association, 
therefore^  at  last,  resorted  to  the  singular  expedient  of 
dissolving  their  body  and  forming  a  new  one,  into  which 
they  would  not  receive  hinu  This  event  took  place  in 
the  year  1 803.  The  new  Association,  which  originated 
in  this  curious  transformation,  was  called  Cumberhind ; 
and  all  the  churches,  which  had  belonged  to  the  old  At*- 
sodation,  united  with  the  new  one,  except  Dorris's  and 
three  other  small  ones,  which  sided  with  him.  These 
four  churches  continued  to  meet  under  the  name  of  the 
Mero  Association  ;  their  number  in  1 805,  amounted  to 
about  20U  ;  but  they  have  never  prospered,  nor  iocreas- 
ed,  nor  been  admitted  into  the  fellowship  of  any  of  the 
neighbouring  Associations. 

Mr.  Dorris,  of  whom  so  much  has  been  said,  and  who 
has  been  the  cause  of  so  much  trouble  to  his  brethren 
in  these  parts,  is  a  native  of  North-Carolina,  where  be 
commenced  his  ministry.  The  manner  of  his  removal 
to  this  country  has  been  related.  His  reputation  was 
sullied  before  he  left  his  native  State,  and  be  always 
moved  under  a  misty  cloud  of  censures  and  complaints 
since  he  settled  in  Tennessee.  The  burden  of  the  charg- 
es against. him  have  been  for  imprudent  or  criminal 
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conduct  with  women,  that  fruitful  source  of  iniquity  and 
dander,  from  which  have*  issued  a  thousand  polluted 
streams,  to  spot  the  garments  and  ruin  the  usefulness  of 
many,  who  have  assumed  the  ministerial  diaracter.  But 
amidst  all  the  evil  reports,  which  have  been  circulated 
i^^nst  him  for  twenty  years,  Mr.  Dorris  has  continued 
to  preach  abundantly,  with  great  confidence  and  zeal ; 
for  notwithstanding  :dl  the  censures  which  bis  brethren 
have  passed  upon  mm,  and  the  warnings  which  they 
have  published  against  him,  such  are  his  talents  and  ad< 
dress,  that  he  has  ever  found  means  to  attach  many  to 
bis  person  and  minbtry.  He  is  said  to  be  a  man  of  great 
art  and  intrigue  ;  and  it  has  also  often  been  said  of  him 
(as  it  may  in  truth  be  said  of  many  others)  that  if  he  had 
been  as  careful  and  skilful  in  avoiding  occasion  for  cen- 
sures and  reproaches,  as  he  has  been  in  entrenching  and 
defending  himself  when  they  were  brought  against  him, 
that  he  would  doubtless  have  enjoyed,  through  life, 
much  more  reputation,  innocence,  and  ease. 

CUMBERLAND  ASSOCIATmN. 

Thb  singular  origin  of  this  body  has  already  been  re;- 
hted.  It  contained  fifteen  churches  at  its  beginning ;  and 
in  1806,  three  years  after,  so  great  was  its  prosperity 
that  it  had  increased  to  thirty-nine  churches  which  con- 
tained about  1900  members.  Its  bounds  had  now  be- 
come so  extensive,  that  a  division  was  thought  necessary; 
and  the  mountainous  tract  of  land  called  the  Red  River 
Ridge,  which  lies  between  the  Red  and  Cumberland 
Rivers,  was  agreed  upon  for  a  general  line  of  division. 
The  churches  south  and  south-east  of  this  ridge  retained 
the  name  and  constitution  of  the  Cumberland  Associa- 
tion, while  those  on  the  other  side  of  it  formed  them- 
selves into  a  new  one,  by  the  name  of  Red  River.  The 
Cumberland,  from  this  division,  travelled  on  with  a  pros- 
perous course  until  1 809,  when  its  boundaries  had  be- 
come  so  extensive,  that  it  was  thought  expedient  that  it 
should  divide  again.  Another  division  was  accordingly 
amicably  effected,  and  the  line  was  as  follow.^.  To  begin 
on  the  Red  River,  and  at  the  place  where  the  road  from 
fcezingtOD,  Kentucky^  to  Nashville,  crosses  it,  and  to 
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jfollow  this  road  aouthwirdly  by  HayaboBongh  to  Nasb' 
TiUe>  thence  to  the  Harpeth  Ijcks,  and  thence  to  the 
Tennessee  River.  This  line  runs  about  north  and  south, 
and  all  the  churches  west  of  it  retained  the  name  and 
constitution  of  the  Cumberland  Associatioa,  while  those 
east  of  it  were  formed  into  -a  new  one,  by  the  name 
of  Concord.  By  this  division  the  mother  Associatioa 
was  reduced  to  ten  duirches  ;  but  it  has  since  greatly 
increased.  la  1 8 1 1  and  1 8 12  there  was  a  very  extennve 
revival  in  the  bcHinda  of  this  Associatioli.  At  its  annual 
session  in  18 IS,  it  appeared  that  in  twelve  months  past 
1081  members  had  been  added,  to  its  churches.  This 
Association,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  line  of  division  above 
mentioned,  ties  wholly  to  the  west  of  Nashville.  A  num- 
ber of  its  churches  are  not  far  from  that  town  in  the  coun* 
tyof  Davidson,  the  oideat  county  in  West-Tennessee; 
and  cS  the  rest  some  are  in  the  counties  of  Dickson^ 
Montgc»nery»  and  Humphries. 

B.BD  KIVBB.  ASfOCIATlON. 

Thb  manner  in  which  this  body  originated  has  alrea>- 
dy  been  related,  it  contuns  some  of  the  oldest  church'' 
es  in-  the  country.  The  river  whidi  gave  name  to  it  has 
its  rise  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  but  its  course*  which 
is'gener^dly  south-west,is  mostly  in  Tennessee;  it  emp* 
ties  into  the  Cumberland  River  at  Glarksville,  about 
twenty-five  miles  below  Naihviile. 

A  good  degree  of  prosperity  has  attended  this  Associa^ 
tion  m)m  its  beginning,  and  it  has  now  become  large. 
tt  lies  on  the  line  between  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  aind 
a  pare  of  its  churches  are  in  the  latter  State. 

CONCORD  ASSOCIATION^ 

This  body  was  organized  in  1 8 1 0,  of  churches  dismis- 
sed from  the  Cumberland  Association.  Between  eight 
4nd  nine  hundred  members  were  added  to  it  in  IljL2. 
The  churches  in  it  lie  on  both  sides  of  the  Cumberland 
River,  and  extend  eastward  from  Naihviile  about  fifty 
miles,  near  to  the  western  side  of  the  Cumberland -Moun^ 
lains.    I  have  not  ascertained  the  namet  of  all  the  caiiD> 
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ties  in  which  they  are  ftituaterf.  A  number  of  eheoif 
however,  art  in  those  of  Daridson,  Sumner,  WilsoD»  and 
Rutlt«ioTd. 

ZLK    KtV£R  A880CIAT1OK. 

This  IB  a  new  Association,  which  was  formed  in  1 80S| 
ID  a  remote  and  newly  settled  regioa,  on  the  south  stdd 
«f  the  Stat«  of  Tennessee,  and  i&  the  naghbourbood  of 
the  Tennessee  river,  about  opposite  the  Musde  Shtn^ 
'litis  exten»Te  tract  of  land,  knowa  at  present  by  tb* 
name  of  the  Elk  ^and  Duck  River  country,  much  of 
which  is  said  to  be  very  fcTtile,  was  included  in  tha  ex* 
tensive  purchase  which  the  United  States'  government 
made  a  few  years  ago  of  the  Chickasaw  and  Cherokes 
Indian^.  As  soon  as  ihe  Indian  claim  was  extinguished, 
and  the  white  people  were  permiited  to  make  purchases 
in  the  country,  they  pressed  into  it  with  great  eagtsness 
from  many  different,  parts.  Most  of  the  earliest  settler^ 
^  however,  are  said  to  have  eOi^grated  from  the  back  paTtt 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  ;  and  amongst  them  were  manjT 
^'the  Baptfct  order.  By  them  a  number  J3f  chiiitfaes 
were  soon  gathered.  The  Association  at  kscommepcfr* 
ment  contained  seven  churches )  the  opxt  yeix  -after  k 
was  constituted,  it  received  five  ttew  churches,  and  tfa^ 
year  ft^lowing  ten  ;  it  contains  twenty-four  chucches,  and 
npwBirds.of  two  thousand  memben.  Upwards  of  a  thon- 
sand  of  them  were  ?.dded  in  1812. 

The  Union  church  on  War  Trace  in  Bedford  county^ 
for n)erly  belonged  to  the  Cumberland  Association.  One 
or  more  of  che  churches  in  this  body  are  in  the  IVGssiMppi 
Territory.  I'he  others  are  principally  in  the  counties  of 
Franklin,  Madison,  Bedford,  Warren,  apd  Whiter 

The  Associations  in  West  Tennessee  have  devised  and 
adopted  the  following  "  Abstract  of  Principles,"  by 
which  the  reader  will  discover  the  doctrinal  sentiments 
wliich  prevail  amongst  them. 

1st.  We  believe  in  one  only  true  and  Ihriog  God,  the 
Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  GIiost.-^2d.  We  be- 
lieve that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  Nev  Testament 
are  the  wprd  of  God,  ^nd  the  only  rule  of  faith  and 
practice.— Sd.   _We  believe  in^e  ioctpqe  of  electimi, 
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and  that  God  chose  his  people  in  Christ  before  the  fopn- 
dation  of  the  world.^-4th.    We  believe  in  the  doctrine  of 
original  sin. — 5th.    We  beUeve  in  man's  impotency  to  ^ 
recover  himself  from  the  fallen,  state  he  is  in  by  nature, 
by  bis  own  free  wiH  and  ability .*-6th.    We  believe  tha 
qnners  are  justified  in  the  sight  of  God,  only  by  the  'im- 
puted righteousness  of  Christ. — 7th.    We  believe  that 
God's  elect  shall  be  called,  converted,  regenerated,  and  . 
sanctified  by  the  VkAy  Spirit. — 8th.     We  believe  the 
saints  shall  persevere  in  grace,  and  never  fall  finally  away. 
—9th.     We  believe  that  baptismand  the  Lord's  su[^x 
are  ordinances  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  true  believers 
are  the  subjects  ;  and  we  brieve  that  the  true  mode  of 
b^ttism  is  by  immersion. — lOrii.    Webelieye  in  the  res- 
urrection of  the  dead,  and  general  judgment.— llth. 
We  believe  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  and  the  k>yi 
of  the  righteous  will  be  eternal. — 12th.     We  believe 
that  no  ministers  have  a  right  to  the  administration  of  ' 
the  ordinances,  only  such  as  are  regularly  baptized,  calU    ■ 
cd,  and  come  under  the  imposition  of  hands  by  the  , 
presbytery,  &c. 

Mmt  of  these  accounts  of  Tennessee  were  made  out  ; 
in  ISII.    Since  that  time  great  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  churches  in  this  State,  particularly  in  West 
Tenaessee.    Our  brethren  'vl  these  parts  have  been  fa- 
voured vith  a  numbs  of  great  and  pretdous  revivals.  . 
While  the  great  work  tfas^ng  on  in  Kentucky;in  1800 
and  onward,  tlus  country  was  visited  with  a  jurt.of  the 
oo|»ous  shower  of  grace.     We  have  seen  that  great  num-*  * 
bers  were  added  to  the  churches  here  in  .  I8lg.    In  this 
year,  Mr.  Whitsett,  near  Nashville,  baptized  about  850,' 
and  among  the  number  were  five  students  of  CuQ]l)er- 
land  coll^e>  in  that  town. 
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:  This  State  fies  west  of  Virginia,  which  it  joins,  and  to 
which  it  formerly  -belonged.  It  was  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  an  independent  State  In  1 7i>2.  Kentucky  wa$ 
t  well  known  to  the  Indian  traders  long  before  its  settle^ 
ment.    James  Macbride,  with  some  others,  explored  it 

t      as  early  as  1754.     Col.  Daniel  Boon  visited  it  in  1769 ; 

t     and  four  years  aftei,  be  and  his  family,  vith  6ve  other 

•  families,  who  were  joined  by  forty  men  from  Pow- 
el's  Valley,  began  the  settlement  of  this  fertile  regioff. 

^       I  do  not  learn  that  any  of  these  first  settlers  vi^ere 
f    .Baptists ;  but  they  soon  after  began  to  flock  to  this  west- 
.        ern  vilderness. 

'llie  first  settlers'of  Kentucky,  and  indeed  of  all  tlie 
\'    western  States,  were  for  a  long  time  much  harassed  by 
.    ihe  aboriginal  proprietors  of  the  soil,  and  against  the 
':■    f  united  opposition  of  aU  the  western  Indians  their  settle- 
meats  were  made.    The  Indiuis  were  always  jealous  of 
;.  -the  encroachments  of  the  white  people  on  the  territories 
'  -,  tHiicb  the  God  of  nature  had  given  them  ;  and  in  this 
'ease  their  resentniont  was  the  more  enraged,  because 
theie  settlements  were  mada  in  violation  <tt  the  treaty 

•  ^   of  Fort  Stanwiz»in   l?fi8,  which  expressly  ttipulated 

that  this  traM  of  country  ^ouU  be  reserved  for  the  west- 

•^   ^    'em  nations  to  hunt  opoa,  &c    With  these  provocations 

.*  *  to  revenge,  the  redmen  oP  the  wilderness  were  most 

'  ,^       troublesome  Ueighbours  to- the  first  adventurers  into  the 

'  western  country.     Many  lost  their  lives  either  on  their 

* ..      way  hither,  or al^r  they  had  settled.    Exdted  by  a  thirst 

for  blood  and  the  hope  of  plunder,  and  encouraged  by 

•"■'  .the  traders  from  Detroit  and  Niagara,  these  barbarous 

~  p      people  continued  almost  without  intermission  to  harass 

•"       the' frontier,  settlers,  until  Wayne's  Treaty  in  1795. 

From  that,  period  until  lately,  they  have  been  peacea- 

,    biy  dispoKd,-  and  very  fev  depredadons  have  been  com-  ' 

-  mitted. 

A   number   of  Baptist   ministers  visited  Kentucky 
about  177di  and  among  them  were  John  Taylor,  who 
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is -yet  livihg  in  it,  an  A  Lewis  Lunsford,  irho  ditdio 
Virginia,  who  was  at  that  time  called  TAe  Wonderful  Boy. 
The  object  of  these  miniBterG,  says  Mr.  Ta]i4or,  was  more 
to  look  than  to  preach.  They  found  a  few  of  iheir  - 
brethren  in  the  country  y  but  thev  were  in  an  uncom< 
ibrtable  state  in  every  respect^  being  very  cdd  as  to 
their  religious  enjoyments,  and  much  exposed  to  danger 
bn  every  side.  These  ministers  had  a  few. meetings  at 
the  stations ;  they  found  the  counuy  destiture  of  almost  ' 
every  thing  except  grass  fur  their  hurses,  and  meat  from 
the  wopds,  which  was  procured '  at  the  risk  of  their  . 
lives.  They  could  do  but  little  more  than  feast  thdf 
eyes  with  tne  luxuriant  soil,  which  the  Indians  had.de* 
termioed  they  should  not  cultivate.  Th«y,  I  believe,  all 
returned  to  Virginia ;  but  some  of  them  anerwards  went 
out  and  settled  in  the  country. 

4boi|t  178i,  some  B«ptjst  preachcn  and  many  Bap.  * 
tist  members  began  to  settle  in  Kentucky,  -^rom  tint  i 
j)eriod  the  emigration  became  very  rapid,  so  that  by  the' 

J  ear  iTSti,  the  following  ministers,  viz.  Lewis  Craig^ 
oseph  Bledsoe,  Geoi^e  S.  Smith,  Richard  Cave,  James 
Smith,  James  Riicker,  Robert  Elkin,  Jdm. Taylor,  'Wii- 
Uam  Taylor,  John  T^er,  John  Bailey,  Josi^h  Ctngi  ■ 
Ambrose  Dudley,  and  probdily  some  othets,  had  takeir  - 
Vp  their  reudence  in  different  parts  of  the  Kentu^y 
woods,  some  on  the  nor;h  apd  others  on  the  south^icto 
of  the  ^euucky  river. 

A  flood  of  Baptist  amigrants,  mosdy  from  \^t^niaif 
poured  into  this  country  at  the  dpse  of  the  American. 
war,  and  by  them  a  consider^le  number  of  churches' 
Tiere  soon  established  and  as  early  as'-178i5,  three  Asso-' 
ciations  were  organieed,  which  were  called  EIkhorn,'SaT 
]em,  and  the  Separateor  South  Kentucky  Association.  .■ 

liie  emigration  from  Virginia  to  this  western  r^on- 
was  a  hazardous  business,  and  was  conducted  in  a  somfc* 
vhat  ^gular  manner.  They  bad  a  vast  tratt  of  wil- 
derness to  go  through,  in  which  they  vere  coastantly 
exposed  to  the  assaultr<of  the  Indians.  Their  safety 
consisted  in  traiwlling  in  as  large  companies  as  they 
could  collect.  'liiere  were,  on  the  titintiers  of  the  dd 
settlements,  a  number  of  places  of  rendezvous,  which 
ym^  caUeij  stations*    Here  t^e  |irst  faniJiLies  .whiclt  ar* 


'  -  £ff^i^  AitoeigliM.  839 

rivai  waoMttArry  tfntU  otJiera  matt  ttp,an4  after  a  suf. 
ficienc  number  had  collected^  the  vbde  would  move  off 
like  a  caravan  through  thc.wildernese.    I  have  been  in- 
'  fordied,  if  I  mbtake  not,  that  Mine  of  the  companieB 
.  ;  aoKninted  to  tlvee  huRdrod  men,  women  and  children; 
^    Jn  aoroe  instances  the  fiapt»t  emigrants  vould  form 
tfaeimdves  into  a  church  before  they  act  oiu,  and  in 
'-'   that  capacity  they  settled  in  Kentucky.     While  on  the' 
way,  as  one  of  their  ministers  humorously  obGcrres, 
they  riUffkt,  like  the  diildren  of  Israel,  be  styled  the 
.church- in  the  wilderness.     By  this  rapid  emigration, 
'    Kentucky  soon  bounded  with  BaptiAs  ;   and  they  have 
been  frooi  the  firat,  and  t  condude  now  are,  the  mott     . 
^aumerous  denosiiinatioo  in  tht  State.  < 

In  1790,  according  to  i^splund's  Register,  thercwerEi 
-    in  Kentucky  forty-two  churches,  forty  oMained  and  . 
*tweDty>o>iie  unordalned  ministen,  and  a  little  more  than '.. 
',  three  thousand  members.    Knee  that  time,  the  numbef 
has^eatly  increased,  so  that  there  are  now  over  rwa 
bindred  and  fifty  churches,  and  somewhere  between  fif- 
teen  and  twenty  thousand  members.    The  whcAe  state- 
ment wiH  be  given,  sofar  as  it  can  be  aacartained  in  the 
general  table,    Tlfere  are  now  eleven  Associations  in 
^  this  State  in  pri^sed  fBUowsbip  with  each  other,  baiides 
three  other  cstaUishMentB  of  the  Innd,  which  £ar  ^Set- 
tat  reaioDs  arc  not  m  idlowslup  vitk  die  main  tody  of 
'  tfaek  brethren.     A  brief  account  of  these  respactive  As- 
aocb^oBs,  w31  form  <he  substance  of  the'Ustary  of  the    \ 
Baptists  in  Ksatncky. 

ILKBOIkM   ASSOCIATMm. 

"     t 

(  ,     This  body,  at  its  c^ukitQ^lon,  contained  only  tbe. 
'  abree  churctuu  of  Tate*s  Cred^  Clear  Creek,  and  -South 
SUchorn  ;   allof  which  were  formed  in-iTSJ^the  some     i 
yenr  in  which  they  associated.     Some 'cbjarchdk -were' 

•    gathered  the  niBe  year,  and  a  number  shortly  after, 
1  which  united  witU  this  establishneM  ;  sik  that  in  seven     ^ 

;~    yean  from  its  consdtutson,  it  had  incraased  to  twenty-    . 
three  churches  and  1700  members.  :  llie  bounds  trf^thb 
Association  were  for  a  number  of  years  very  extcn^e, 
1$  it  comprehended  all  the  churches  itortli  of  the 


2S0    Diversi/led  Cireumstmces  of^lkborn  Associationt     , 

'  Kentucky  River,  and  flome  of  t|iode  which  were  aomh-  • 
of  It ;  the  church  at  Columbia,  In  the  North-Westem.' 
Territoiy,  now  the  State  ofOhio,  and  a  church  in  the 
Cumberland  settlements  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  It 
lias  also  contained  from  the  first  a  number  of  very, 
large  and  flourishing  churches,  which  have  sent  forth 
znaey  preachers,  and  many  surrounding  branches.  The 
churches  of  South  Elkhorn,  Clear  Creek,  Bryan's  Sta- 
tion, and  the  Great  Crossing,  are  among  those  which 
have  been^the  most  distinguished  for  numbers  and  pros- 
.  perity.  During  the  great  revival,  these  four  churcbtis 
together,  received  in  one  year  the  addition  of  137S 
members.  This.  Association  has*  at  different  times,  - 
comprehended  a  number  of  laborious  and' successfiil 
•  ministers.  A  number  of  the  preachers  who  emigrated  * 
from  \^rginia  were  men  of  the  above  description.  And 
*■  in  17S8,  when  there  were  not  more  than  twenty  churches 
in  the  State,  and  but  twelve  in  the  Elkhorn  Association, 
Mr.  John  Gano,  a  man  famous  both  for  counsel  and  war^ 
moved  from  the  city  of  New- York,  and  became  the  pas- 
tcA*  (^  the  Town  F(»k  church,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
'  Xesington,  belonging  to  this  body.  Posstssied  of  these  ' ' 
advantages,  this  Association  was  much  resorted  to  ih 
difficult  cases  for  counsd  and  assistance.  Under  these- 
pro^rous  'circumstances,  it  continued  to  progress  with 
great  Jiarmony  and  order  for  about  twenty  years,  receiv- 
ing yearty  additions  of  churches  gathered  within  Its  ex* 

'•      tensive  boundaries.     In  the  happy  days  of  the  gre^t 
,    revivtl;  many  of  tht  churches  in  dus  body  experienced 

>  refreshing  seasoifs  of  an  uncommon  nature,  and  shared 
largely,  in  that  powerfid  work,  which  prevailed  in  such  %'.  , 

«  fapid  and  astonishhi^  manner  in  different  parts  of  the 
State.  At  its  annu^  meeting  in  180],  it''  received  ths 
addition  of  SOU  ndembers.    In  1802^  twelve  churches  ^ 

*■      miore  were  added,  Vhich  made  its  whole  number  of 
no^m^rs  5310.     But  these  joyfiil  scenes  were  of  short   ^* 
duration :' very  gloomy  and  perilous  times  have  suc- 

f      ceeded ;  and'the  course  of  thiji  body,'  from  the  close  of 
this  remarkable  enlargement  to  the  present  time,  has  - 
beeo'generally  diflcult  aqd  unprosperous.     It  has  been 
often  and  almost  annually .  diminished,  by  dismissing 
churches  td  unite  with  the  neighbouring  AssociatiODS. 
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*  But  as  their  brethren  were  dismissed  in  harmony,  and 
'  still  continued  in  fellowahtp,  though  these  things  have 
dimjnbhed  their  number,  yet.^ey  did  not  constitute-  ' 
■.'their  trials :   these  arose  mim  other  quarters  and  U^ 
'  zeal  produced  by  the  great  revival  had  hardly  abafei^ 
before  they  began  ;  and  the  interval^  of  traoquilUty  have 
/  been  but  short  from  that  to  the  present  time. 
.    About  the  year  1 802,  the  Rev.  Augustin  Easton,  a  ' 
preacher  of  considerable  eminence,  ana  the  pastor  of  a 
respectable  church  at  Cooper's  Run,  in  the  county  of 

<*  Bourbon,  and  His  Excellency  James  Gerfard,  a  member 
of  the  "same  church,  formerly  a. preacher  in  the  EJkhom 
Association, but  then  Governor  of  theStateof  Kentucky, 

^-    began  to  dUcIose  some  'speculations  of  an  Arian  or  Soc    , 
dnian  cast^and  led  their  brethren  to  suspect  that  they 

I      Were  dangerously  inclined,  if  not  fully  established  in  these  ■ 
sentiments.     For  some  time,  the  iijinds  of  many  were  ' 
much  agitated  by  these  new  sul^ects  of  speculation  ;  and 
the  eminence  and  ability  of  the  men  by  whom  they  were 
propagated,  excited  fearful  apprehensions  of  their  ^t^- 

,  •  ^ive  prevalence.  The  majority  of  the  church  at  Coos* 
cr's  Run,  of  wluch  Mr.  Eastou  was  pastor,  and  to  whidi 
the  Gov^nor  belonged,  had  already  espoused  their 
sentiments,  and  three  other  smaller  neighbouring  church. 
«  had  done  the  same.  Anxious  to  make  every. proper 
exertion  to  reclum  their  brethren,  .and  prevent  the 
progress  of  what^they  supposed  a  growing  heresy,  the  i 
Association  held  an  occasional  session  in  April,  180^,  and 
appointed  the  fivp  following  miniaferipg  brethren,  viz.  - 
X>avid  Barrow,  Jo^n  Price,  Ambrose  Dudley,  Joseph 

^  '  Redding,  and  garter  Tarrant,  a  committee  to  visit  these 

four  churches,  and  endeavour  to  convince  them  of  their 

txxoT.    But  the  attempt  provingnn^uccessful,  they  were 

'  dropped  from  the  Assoaation,  and'no  extenuve  ejects 

were  produced  by  this  new  scheme  o£  doctrine: 

About  two  years  after  this  difficulty  had  subsided, 
another  was  introduced  into  the  Association  on  the  sub> 
.  ject  of  slavery,  which  arose  to  a  very  serious  and  distress- 
ing afiur.  For  sever^  years,  there  had  been  a  number 
of  preachers  and  members  of  churches  in  this  and  (he 
neighbouring  Assodations,  who  were  in  prindi^  and 

•     practice  opposed  to  the  holdiQg  ot  slaves,  in  the  man- 
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ner  in  which  such  muUkades  are  h«)d  t>7  the  Baptist» 
in  this  and  many  other  States ;  but  they  had  hitherto ' 
made  the  urcumstance  a  matter  of  burden  and  forbear- 
znce.  But  a  resolution  of  the  Association,  at  its  annual 
ses^n  in  August,  1805,  expressing  their  disapprobation 
of  ministers,  churches,  or  Asiociations  meddling  with 
the  subject  of  emandpation  from  slavery,  gave  great  of- 
fence to  the  emancipators  :  a  number  immediately  left 
the  assembly ;  and  being  previously  matured  fur  a  sepa- 
ration, some  slight  atten^ts,  which  were  afterwards 
made  for  a  recoaciiiatioti,  served  only  to  extend  the 
breach,  and  an  open  and  painful  rupture  ensued. 

The  subject  of  emandpation  was  about  the  same  time 
agitated  in  the  Bracken  and  North  District  Assodations, 
where  it  produced  similar  divisions.  Tlie  emanclpa* 
tors,  bdng  thus  separated  &oin  the  communion  of  their 
■  Slave-holdmg  brethren  in  three  Aasodations,  collected 
from  di&rent  parts,  and  in  1 807  formed  an  Assodation 
of  their  own,  and  Messrs.  Barrow  and  Tarrant,  two  mem- 
bers-of  the  committee  m  the  Arian  afiair,  were  the  prin- 
cipal leaders  in  this  new  separation. 

The  difficuldes  of  this  unhappy  community,  ^icb 
seemed  destined  to  suffer  internal  troi^le  and  commo- 
tion, ft^Iowed  ^each  other  in  quick  succession.  At  the 
same  time  that  the  controversy  about  emandpation  was 
agitated,  a  dispute  had  begun  between  two  individuals, 
which,  after  going  through  a  number  of  trials  iu  diflkr- 
ent  forms,  was  introduced  into  the  Association  in  1 806, 
where  it  was  improperly  and  unsuccessfully  tampered 
with  about  four  years,  when  it  divided  into  two  contendti 
iog  parties  this  once  flourishing  and  harmonious  body. 
The  unpleasant  (Uspute  which  has  been  the  cause  of  so 
much  evil,  was  at  first  very  small  and  inconsiderable,  and 
'  originated  between  Eider  Jacob  Crcathand  Mr.  Thomas 
Lewis,  in  a  bargain  respecting  the  exchange  of  two  poor 
slaves.  Mr.  Creath  was  the  pastor,  and  Mr.  Lewis  one 
of  the  principal  members  of  the  Town  Yor)s.  church,  in 
the  ndghbourhood  of  Lexington.  This  church  was  un- 
der the  pastoral  care  of  Mr.  Gano,  a  number  of  years 
after  his  removal  to  Kentucky.  But  this  eminent  ser* 
vant  of  the  Lord,  and  skilfiil  ubitrator  m  religious  dis* 
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jHttes,  had  been  taken  from  the  evil  to  come  before  this 
painful  contest  commenced. 

As  it  may  appear  strange  that  a  personal  disagreement 
fhouldbe  the  cause  of  such  extensive  divisions,  the  read* 
er  ought  to  be  informed,  that  the  opponents  of  Mr. 
'Creath  soon  lost  si8;ht  of  the  hr't  subject  of  dispute,  in 
"the  midst  of  a  number  of  grievous  allegations  of  various 
kinds,  which  -at  every  stage  of  the  difficulty  were 
brought  against  htm.  Amongi^t  other  things,  a  pam* 
phiet,  entitled  "  A  Portrait  of  Jacob  Creath,'*  containing 
fourteen  charges,  some  of  them  of  a  very  weighty  and 
a  number  of  a  frivolous  nature*  was  published  by  Elder 
Elijah  Craig,  one  of  the  oldest,  but  we  cannot  say  best, 
ministers  in  the  Association,  la  consequence  of  this 
pamphlet,  the  church  in  which  the  difficulty  begun, 
proceeded  to  call  a  committee  or  council  from  sixteen 
of  the  neighbouring  churches,  to  investigate  the  charges 
exhibited  against  toeir  pastor.  Forty-two  delegates  as- 
sembled, and  after  four  daya*  investigation  of  the  busi- 
ness, this  numerous  convention  voted  Mr.  Creath  an 
unanimous  acquittal  uf  all  the  charges,  which  Mr.  Craig 
in  his  Portrait  had  exhibited  against  him.  But  notwith- 
standing this,  an  influential  minority  of  the  Association 
still  continued  dissatisfied  with  Mr.  Creath,  and  by  this 
time  they  had  also  conceived  many  grievances  against 
-their  brethren,  who  had  acted  in  the  affair.  The  con- 
troversy now  became  a  subject  of  general  concern,  and 
was  altercated  by  the  Association  when  collected,  by 
most  of  the  churches  of  which  it  was  composed  when 
at  home,  and  by  a  number  of  families  of  very  considera- 
ble influence.  The  prospect  of  an  accommodation  ap- 
peared still  farther  removed,  and  the  affair  became  more 
'  embarrassing  at  every  stage.  The  Association  had  im- 
prudently intermeddled  with  a  dispute,  which  it  could 
not  consistently  decide,  and  after  a  lengthy  and  painful 
attention  to  it,  its  division  appeared  inevitable.  Mr. 
Creath  had  sustained  a  number  of  trials  in  different 
forms  for  nearly  the  same  things,  in  all  of  which  he  had 
been  acquitted,  and  many  were  desirous  that  these  de- 
cisions should  terminate  the  dispute.  The  AsEociatiod 
progressed  as  usual ;  but  the  minor  party  still  continued 
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theif  dissatisfaction^  and  in  1809  they  declined  attending 
its  annual  session.  Mr.  Lewis,  with  whom  the  contest 
began,  died  about  this  time,  but  this  event  had  no  ap- 
parent effect  on  the  minds  of  hts  advocates.  I'hey  were 
now  prepared  for  the  nnhappy  result,  which  had  long 
been  expected  ;  but  being  unwilling  tu  appear  as  a  seced- 
ding  faction,  they  alleged  that  the  majority  had  depart- 
ed from  the  original  constitution  of  the  Association;, 
and  at  a  meeting  of  consultation  for  the  purpose,  they 
adopted  the  singular  resolution  of  meeting  in  a  different 
place  at  the  same  time  with  them,  and  to  claim  the  name 
and  prerogatives  of  the  Elkhorn  Association-  Such  was 
the  conduct  of  a  number  of  aged  ministerii,  who  had  al- 
ways before  been  highly  esteemed  for  their  wisdom  and 
prudence  ;  but  they  afterwards  concluded  to  give  up  the 
name  of  Elkhorn,  which  they  had  absurdly  assumed, 
and  call  their  new  establishment  the  Licking  AsaOcia< 
tion. 

These  measures  were  peculiarly  distres^ang  to  the 
friends  of  Zion  throughout  an  extensive  circle.  The 
ministers,  who  promoted  them,  were  John  Price,  Am- 
brose Dudley,  Juseph  Redding,  Lewis  Corben,  Absalom 
Bainbridge,  and  some  others,  whose  influence  was  not 
so  great.  These  ministers  were  among  the  oldest  and 
most  respectable  in  the  State  ;  they  had  long  borne  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and  their  names  were  every 
where  mentioned  with  respect.  Considering  their  age 
and  experience,  none  could  suppose  they  would  contend 
for  trifles,  and  yet  it  was  difficult  for  any  to  discover 
sufficient  reason  for  their  dividing  measures.  The  most 
active  among  them  was  John  Price,  a  man  of  an  unpteas- 
ant  temper,  of  great  asperity  of  manners,  and  whose  zeal, 
on  all  occasions,  has  partaken  too  much  of  the  nature  of 
party  spirit.  Mr.  Creath,  against  whom  their  united  ef- 
forts were  directed,  is  in  the  meridian  of  life,  of  popular 
talents,  but  not  the  most  amiable  in  his  manners,  nor 
conciliating  in  his  address.  He  evidently  in  many  cases 
displayed  too  much  of  the  air  of  triumph  towards  his 
^grieved  brethren.  While  I  was  in  Kentucky  in  the 
winter  of  1 80!>—  >  0,  these  disputes  were  warm,  and  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  almost  every  individual  minister 
and  member  throughout  an  exteo^ve  drcle.    This  dr-  ' 
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«Einutafice  made  my  visit  peculiarly  unfdeasant.  I  saw 
much  to  admire  in  my  brethren  on  both  sides,  but  I 
could  not  approve  their  treitment  of  each  other.  I  was 
girieved  to  see  a  ntimbei:  of  aged  ministers,  whom  i  had 
been  taught  to  respect  a  thousand  miles  off,  and  who 
now  appeared  to  be  men  of  wisdom  and  men  of  God,, 
so  deeply  engaged  iu  a  frivolous  dispute.  The  major 
party  appeared  more  bent  on  conquest  than  reconcilia- 
tion. On  the  whole,  1  was  led  to  think  there  must  be 
bad  leaven  somewhere,  to  produce  such  a  sour  fermen- 
tation. 

In  the  end,  the  Association  was  divided  in  a  most  pun* 
fal  manner,  and  a  number  of  churches  which  took  differ* 
ent  sides  were  torn  to  pieces.  All  attempts  at  recon- 
ciliation have  proved  ineffectual,  and  nothing  bat  the 
obliterating  band  of  time  seems  capable  of  healing  the 
breach.  The  Elkhom  Association  has  in  a  good  degree 
recovered  from  the  distressing  shock,  and  the  new  one 
appears  to  be  rising  to  a  degree  of  consistency  and  respect, 

BRACKBK   ASSOCIATION. 

This  body  was  organized  in  1798.  Most  of  the 
churches,  of  which  it  was  at  first  composed,  were  dis- 
missed from  the  Ellchorn  Assodation.  The  church  at 
Washington  was  constituted  in  17U5.  It  is  not  only 
the  largest  and  the  oldest  in  this  Association,  but  is  also 
one  of  the  oldest  in  Kentucky.  It  was  for  some  time 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  William  Wood,  who  lost  his  for- 
tune and  character  by  land  speculation.  It  was  princi- 
pally by  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  Wood,  and  by  his  en.; 
couraging  proposals  of  worldly  advantage,  that  Mr.  John 
Gano  was  influenced  to  leave  the  dty  of  New-Tork,  and 
remove  to  the  wilds  of  Kentucky.  He  landed  June,  1787, , 
at  Lymestone  on  the  Ohio  River }  and  at  Washington, 
which  is  only  four  miles  from  it,  be  tarried  two  years 
before  he  removed  to  the  place  of  his  final. settlement. 
The  Washington  church  united  with  the  Elkhorn  Asso- 
ciation soon  after  that  body  was  formed,  in  which  con- 
nexion it  continued  till  dismissed  to  form  the  Bracken, 
This  Assodation  was  small  at  its  beginning,  and  has  never 
■liad  any  greaf  increase ;  and  in  1805,  its  harmony  suffer. 
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ed  a  temporary  interruption,  by  the  dispme  which  tfan 
prev^led  in  many  parts  of  Kentucky  respecting  the 
emancipation  of  slaves.  This  controversy  issued  in  the 
£nal  separation  of  a  number  of  ministers  and  churcha 
from  the  Associatim,  who  united  wi^h  the  emancipating 
party.  l*he  churches  are  in  the  counties  of  Mason, 
Bracken,  and  Fleming,  in  the  north-east  part  of  the  btale. 

KOtlTMBEND    ASSOCIATION. 

This  Association  is  also  on  the  north  side  of  the  Sc^e, 
to  the  west  and  south-west  of  the  Bracken.  Itwas  form* 
ed,in  lti02,  of  churdies  which  were  mostly  disiiui;:ied  for 
the  purpose  from  the  Elkhorn  Association,  and  it  receiv- 
ed  its  name  from  that  of  a  distinguished  place  in  the 
Ohio  River,  about  twenty  miles  below  the  town  of  Cin^ 
dnnati.  It  is  a  small  establishment,  which  has  travelled 
from  its  beginning  in  harmony  and  love.  The  churches 
are  in  the  counties  of  Campbell,  Pendleton,  and  Boone, 
along  the  Licking  and  Ohio  Rivers.  The  first  begin- 
ning of  that  powerful  and  extensive  work,  which  has 
been  generally  denominated  the  great  revival,  began 
in  1 799,  in  what  are  now  the  bounds  of  this  Assodation, 
and  in  1810  and  181  i,  a  refreshing  season  was  again 
granted  to  some  of  the  churches  in  this  connexion,  and 
to  the  one  at  Bulletsburg  i  ^0  were  added  in  the  course  of 
a  few  months.  This  church  is  the  largest  and  most  dis- 
tinguished in  this  Association.  It  now  (1812)  contains 
270  members,  and  is  under  the  care  of  Absalom  Graves. 
The  late  William  Cave,  who  was  a  very  distinguished 
diaracter,  was  a  member  of  this  body.  Mr.  John  Tay- 
lor, who  preached  to  this  church  a  number  of  years, 
gives  it  a  very  pleasing  character  for  skilful  discipline, 
and  also  for  harmony  and  brotherly  love.  From  it  have 
proceeded  a  numb«-  of  other  churches,,  the  names  of 
which  I  am  not  able  to  ^ve. 

SEPARATE   Oa  SOUTH   KJIMTOCKV   ASSOCIATION. 

■  This  name  was  given  to  an  Association,  which  wai 
formed  in  1 785,  on  the  south  aide  of  Kentucky  River, 
and  which  remained  on  its  first  foundation  about  sixteen 
years.     Robert  £Ikia,  Joseph  ^edsoe,  and  James  Smith, 
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-  were  some  of  the  principal  instruments  of  gathering  the 
churches  of  which  it  was  composed-  Ihc  preachers  as 
■^weli  as  the  first  members,  emigrated  principally  from 
Virginia,  and  were  amongst  the  earliest  Baptist  adven- 
turers to  the  attracting  wilderness  of  Kentucky.  The 
Baptists  in  Virginia,  at  the  time  they  began  to  send  forth 
such  populous  colonies  of  their  brethren  to  the  western 
country,  were  divided  into  Regulars  and  Separates,  al- 
though the  Separates  were  much  the  most  numerous. 
The  Regulars  were  professedly  and  some  of  them  very 
highly  Calvinistick  ;  but  the  Separates  were  far  fn)m  be- 
ing unanimous  in  their  doctrinal  sentiments.  A  majority, 
ofthem,  however,  were  Calvinists,  and  of  the  rest  a  part 
■were  much  inclined  to  the  Arminian  side  of  the  contro- 
■versy;  and  some  of  the  most  distinguished  among  them, 
in  opposing  the  high  strains  of  Calvinism,  which  were 
incessantly  and  in  many  instances  dogmatically  sound- 
ed by  their  orthodox  brethren,  had  gone  neariy  the 
full  length  of  the  doctrine  of  Arminius.  Others,  with 
different  modifications  of  the  objectionable  articles  of 
both  systems,  were  endeavouring  to  pursue  a  middle 
course.  Such  was  the  state  of  the  Virginia  Baptists,  with 
regard  to  doctrine,  at  the  period  under  consideration, 
and  some  of  all  these  dinerent  classes  were  amongst 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  fertile  regions  of  the  west ; 
but  a  majority  of  them  were  Separates  in  their  native 
State.  But  the  same  people  who  had  travelled  together 
before  their  removal,  so  far  at  least  as  it  respected  their 
associational  connexion,  pursued  a  different  course  when 
settled  in  Kentucky.  The  Calvinistick  Separates  united 
with  the  few  Regular  Baptists  amongst  them,  and  estab-  ' 
lished  the  Elkhorn  Association,  which,  at  its  commence- 
jnent,  adopted  the  Philadelphia  confession  of  faith ; 

-  while  those,  who  inclined  to  the  Arminian  system,  as 
well  as  those  who  adopted  some  of  the  Calvinistick  creed 
{n  a  qualified  sense,  united  with  the  Association  whose 
history  we  now  have  under  consideration. 

Thus  the  names  of  Regular  and  Separate  were  trans- 
ported beyond  the  mountains,  and  two  separate  interests 
were  established  in  the  ndghbourhood  of  each  other. 

This  Association,  like  the  rest  in  the  country,was  small . 
in  its  beginning,  but  its  course  was  generally  prosperous* 
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and  no  special  event  occurred  until  1789,  four  years  from 
its  commenceinent,  when  there  was  an  unsuccessful  at* 
tempt  to  abolibh  the  names  of  Regular  and  Separate,  and 
efll-ct  an  union  and  correspondence  between  this  and  the 
Elkhorn  Association.  This  mea:)Ure  was  attempted  in 
consequence  of  recommendations  of  the  United  Baptist! 
in  Virpjinia,  whose  advice  the  Kentucky  brethren  v/trtt 
generally  inclined  to  receive,  and  whose  examples  they 
generally  imitated.  The  Regulars  and  Separates  in 
North  and  South  Carolina  had  united  before,  apd  in 
1787,  a  happy  reconciliation  was  effected  between  these 
two  parties  in  Virginia,  both  of  which  had  at  that  time 
become  very  numerous.  And  having  found  that  a  re- 
conciliation was  practicable  and  pleasant,  the  United 
Baptists  in  Virginia  sent  letters  to  the  £lkbom  and  Sep- 
arate Associations,  informing  them  of  the  successiul 
steps  they  had  taken,  and  recommending  the  same  to 
them,  with  earnest  desires  that  their  endeavours  might 
prove  successful.  But  the  set  time  for  this  desirable 
event  was  not  yet  come.  The  union  was  ardently 
desired  by  many  individuals  of  both  parties,  and  the 
bodies  at  large  appeared  favourably  dispused  towards  the 
attempt ;  but  they  knew  not  by  what  means  to  accom- 
plish it,  nor  could  they  agree  on  the  terms  on  which 
they  should  unite.  The  Separates  were  afraid  of  being 
boubd  and  hampered  by  Articles  and  Confessions,  and 
the  Regulars  were  unwilling  to  unite  with  them,  with- 
out something  of  the  kind.  A  general  convention  of 
delegates  met  on  the  bi^iness,  and  overtures  were  made 
on  both  sides  ;  but  both  parties  being  too  tenadous  of 
their  favourite  maxims  to  make  sufficient  abatements, 
their  endeavours  at  that  time  proved  unsuccessful. 
.  A  umilar  attempt  was  made  in  1793,  which,  like  the 
other,  terminated  without  accomplishing  the  desirable 
otject.  In  this  year,  five  churches  being  dissatisfied  with 
the  Separate  Association,  respecting  tlieir  proceedings 
in  this  afiur,  and  also  in .  some  other  matters,  with- 
drew, atid  formed  the  Tate's  Creek  Association. 

But  in  the  time  of  the  great  revival,  the  OMt-pourings 
of  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  its  softening  influence  on  the 
minds  of  the  saints,  prepared  the  way  for  that  recopcilia- 
'tio!>  and  union,  which  all  their  weighty  arguments  an4 
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assiduous  endeavours  had  not  been  able  to  accomplish/ 
This  astoDitfaing  work,  in  the  year  itiOO  and  billowing, 
prevailed  most  powerfully  ;ini0DgHt  the  Separates  as  well 
as  the  Regulars.  The  churches  and  members  were  now 
much  intermixed.  All  were  visited  and  refreshed  by 
the  copious  and  abundant  r^n  of  righteousness  which 
was  poured  upon  the  land  ;  and,  regardless  of  names, 
they  unitedly  engaged  in  enjoying  and  forwarding  the 
precious  and  powerful  work.  By  this  means,  those  little 
party  asperities,  which  had  unhappily  prevailed,  were 
much  mollified  and  diminished ;  their  cold  and  indiffer- 
ent charity  for  each  other  wan  inflamed ;  and  with  mosc 
of  them  their  notions  of  doctrine  were  found  to  be  not 
so  different  as  they  had  supposed.  An  union  was  now 
proposed  in  earnest,  and  soon  effected  with  ease.  Both 
Associations  had  become  large,  cuiitaining  together  be- 
tween seven  and  eight  thousand  members.  Committees 
were  appointed  by  both  bodies  to  confer  on  the  subject 
'  of  an  union,  who,  after  mature  deliberation,  agreed  to 
the  following  terms  : 

**  Term  of  Union  between  the  Elkhorn  and  Soitth' Kentucky 
or  Separate  Associations. 
"We  the  committees  of  the  Elkhorn  and  South  Ken- 
tacky  Associations,  do  agree  to  unite  on  the  following 
plan. 

«  1st.  That  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New-Tes- 
tament  are  the  infallible  word  of  God,  and  the  only 
rule  of  faith  and  practice.  2d.  lliat  there  is  one  only- 
true  God,  and  in  the  Godhead  or  divine  essence,  there 
are  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  3d.  That  by  nature 
we  are  fallen  and  depraved  creatures.  4th.  That  salva- 
tion, regeneration,  sanctification,  and  justification,  are 
by  the  life,  death,  resurreaion,  and  ascension  of  Jesus 
Christ.  5th.  That  the  saints  will  finally  persevere 
through  grace  to  glory.  6th.  That  believers'  baptism 
by  immersion  is  necessary  to  receiving  the  Lord's  supper.  ^ 
7th.  That  the  salvation  of  the  righteous,  and  punish- 
ment of  the  wicked  will  be  eternal.  8th.  That  it  is  our 
duty  to  be  tender  and  affectionate  to  each  other,  and 
study  the  happiness  of  the  children  of  God  in  general ; 
to  be  engaged  singly  to  promote  the  hcffiour  of  God. 
9Ut.     And  that  the  preaching   Christ  tasted  death  for 
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every  man,  shall  be  no  bar  to  communion.  10th.  And 
that  each  may  keep  up  their  assodational  and  church 
government  as  to  them  may  seem  best.  1 1  th.  That  a 
n-ee  correapondence  and  communion  be  kept  up  between 
the  churches  thus  united. 

*'  Unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  joint  committee. 
"  Ambrose  Dudi.ev,     Daniel  Ram£V, 
John  Fricb,  Thomas  J.  Chilton, 

Joseph  RbddiNo,        Moses  Bledsoe, 
David  Barrow,         Samusl  Johnson." 
Robert  Elkin, 
Matters  being  thus  prepared,  a  general  CDnvention, 
composed  of  delegates  from  all  the  churches  in  both  As- 
sociations, met  October,  l80l,  at  Howard's  Creek  meet- 
ing'house,  in  the  county  of  Clark,  when  they  unani- 
mously acceded  to  the  terms  of  union,  which  their  com- 
mittees had  prepared,  and  agreed  to  lay  aside  the  names 
of  Regular  and  Separate,  and  to  travel  together  in  future 
in  communion  and  fellowship  as  united  brethren. 

Tills  was  the  last  body  of  the  Separate  Baptists,  which 
relinquished  the  appellation  by  which  they  had  been  dis- 
tinguished for  almost  fifty  years. 

In  1 802,  the  year  after  this  union  took  place,  the  As- 
sodation  having  become  very  extensive  in  its  bounda- 
ries, found  it  convenient  to  make  a  division  \  and  as  near- 
ly an  equal  number  of  the  churches  were  situated  on 
both  sides  of  the  Kentucky  River,  this  river  was  fixed 
upon  as  the  dividing  line,  and  the  two  divisions  were 
called  the  North  and  South  District  Associations.  These 
names  were  assumed  merely  for  the  purpose  of  distbc- 
tion,  as  there  were  no  geographical  or  civil  departments 
of  the  country  to  whicn  they  referred. 

The  North  District  Association  has  moved  on  lo  fel- 
lowship with  the  neighbouring  Associations,  and  has 
also  enjoyed  internal  harmony  from  its  commencement 
"■  to  the  present  time,  except  that  it  sustained  a  tempo- 
rary interruption,  when  David  Barrow  and  some  other 
brethren,  openly  espoused  the  side  of  the  Emancipators. 
The  Association  is  now  one  of  the  largest  in  Kentucky. 
But  the  South  District  Association  has  experienced 
great  trials  and  changes  ;  and  was  most  miserably  torn 
asunder  by  religiouii  discords,  shortly  after  it  was  organ- 
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izcd.      It  soon  appeared  that  in  the  southern  depart- 
ment of  the  old  Separate  community,  there  were  a  num- 
ber who  had  gone  far  into  doctrinal  errors.     Some  wer« 
decided  Arminians,  and  others  had   adopted  Winches- 
tcr's   cbitnerical  notion  of  universal  restoration.     But 
they  had  all  acceded  to  the  terras' of  union,  &c.  lately  men- 
tioned.     But  it  soon  appeared  that  they  did  it  with  much 
mental  reservation.  When  these  things  came  to  be  known 
in  the  Association,  they  produced  much  confusion 'and  ■ 
distress.     Mr.  John  Bayley  was  one  who  had  propagate^ 
the  doctrine  of  universal  restoration.     Ic  was  plead  that 
**  though  he  had  preached  this  doctrine,  yet  he  had  done 
it  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  give  offence  to  the  most 
delicate  ear."     The  Association  soon  became  divided 
into  two  contending  parties,  and  what  was  still  worse, 
the  greater  part  appeared  on  the  side  of  error.     At  its 
session  in  1 803,  some  ministers  publickly  declared  tUemr 
selves  no  more  of  the  Association,  and  withdrew.     This 
is  the  mode  of  dissolving  fellowship  in  Kentucky.    Oth- 
ers followed  their  example  ;  but  after  all,  the  erroneous 
party  retained  about  two  thirds  of  the  Association.    The 
minor  seceding  party  formed  themselves  into  an  Associ- 
ation by  the  name  of  South  District,  or  rather  they  claim- 
ed the  right  of  being  considered  the  original  body,and  the 
neighbouring  Associations  admitted  them  to  correspon- 
dence as  such.     This  Associatifin  is  not  large,  but  it  com- 
prises a  number  of  very  respectable  churches,  which  a^e 
situated  mostly  in  the  counties  of  Mercer  and  Lincoln  : 
some  are  scattered  in  Gerrard,  Washington,  and  Nelson. 
Gabriel  Slaughter,  Esq.    late  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Kentucky,  belongs  to  one  of  the  churches  in  this  con- 
nexion. 

The  other  party  also  claimed  the  name  and  preroga- 
tives of  the  South  District  Association,  and  if  the  major- 
ity ought  to  govern,  this  claim  was  well  founded  :  but 
the  other  Associations  have  never  admitted  them  to  fel- 
lowship. This  body  is  situated  in  a  part  of  Kentucky" 
which  I  did  not  visit.  I  have  taken  much  pains  to  learn 
its  history,  and  have  written  many  letters  for  the  pur- 
pose, but  nothing  has  been  communicated.  The  last  ac* 
count  I  had  of  it  \i'as  in  1  fiO^,  when,  acAjrdiug.  to  the\t 
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misutes,  ttey  had  twenty-two  churches,  about  thirty  ■ 
mtniiten,  and  upwards  of  eight  hundred  members.  I' 
conclude  that  many  of  these  churches  and  members,  like 
die  followers  of  Elias  Smith,  would  have  done  much 
better,  with  better  leaders,  or  with  less  leading,  h  is 
.  highly  probable,  that  the  number  of  this  body  has  great- 
ly decHned  since  1 804,  and  I  know  not  but  it  has  by  this 
time  become  extinct. 

Tate's  creek  association. 

It  has  already  been  observed  that  this  Aajociation  orig' 
inated  in  1793,  when  five  churches  withdrew  from  th& 
old  Separate  party,  and  embodied  by  themselves.  They 
united  without  any  definite  Articles  of  Faith,  but  i» 
general-  assented  to  those  of  the  Elkhorn  As&ociatioo.. 
This  Association  received  its  name  from  that  o(  a  small 
water-course,  which  empties  into  Kentucky  River  from 
the  south.  The  most  remarkable  circumstance  in  the 
history  of  this  body  is,  that  in  the  year  180 1,  it  received 
by  baptism  114S  members. 

SAJLEM    AESOCIATIOM. 

This  Association  was  formed  of  four  churches  in  1 785. 
The  first  settlers  in  this  region  were  from  Virginia ;  but 
they  were  soon  joined  by  a  considerable  company  from 
the  Redstone  country,  in  the  back  partof  Peunsylvania. 
Among  this  company  was  that  worthy  minister  WIl- 
Ifam  'iaylor,  whose  praise  is  iii  all  the  churches  in  this 
quarter.  This  part  of  Kentucky  settled  slowly  for  a 
,  number  of  years.  The  first  settlers  were  often  molested 
by  the  Indians,  and  Elder  John  Gerrard  and  a  num-  ' 
bcr  of  his  brethren  fell  victims  to  their  rage.  The  Sa- 
lem Association  was  formed  on  Cox's  Creek,  a  simall ' 
^stance  below  the  Salt  River,  about  fifty  miles  south  of 
Frankfort,  and  not  far  from  the  place  where  Bairdstown  ■ 
now  stands-  Its  ministers  at  first  were  William  Taylor, 
Joseph  13arnet,  and  Jchn  Whitaker ;  the  nauies  of  the 
6rst  four  churches  were  Severn  Valley,  Cedar  Creek, 
Cox's  Creek,  and  Bear  Grass.  They  did  not  allcontaia 
but  about  a  hundred  and  thirty  members.    And  so  sluvr 
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^iras  its  progress,  that  fourteen  years  after,  Us  number  waC  . 
a  little  less  than  five  hundred.  But  the  great  revival, 
■which  began  here  about  J  800,  prevailed  in  a  most  aston- 
ishing manner.  This  Aswciation  in  the  course  of  three 
years  received  the  addition  of  upwards  of  two  thousand 
members,  and  became  so  large  that  it  was  necessary  to  ' 
divide  it. 

This  Association,  at  its  beginning,  adopted  the  Pbila< 
delphia  Confession  of  Faith,  and  for  a  few  years  corres- 
ponded by  letter  with  that  body,  as  it  did  aUo  with  the 
Charleston  Aseodation  in  South-Carolina,  and  the  Ke- 
tocton  in  Virginia.  The  churches  of  which  it  was  compos- 
ed, were  for  a  number  of  years  principally  in  the  county 
of  Nelson ;  but  by  the  subdivisions  of  that  county,  and 
the  enlargement  of  the  Association,  they  are  now  in  the 
counties  of  Hardin,  Brackenridge,  Washington,  Bullet, 
and  Ohio. 

.  William  Taylor  was  a  very  diligent  and  successful  la- 
bourer in  this  part  of  the  vineyard,  and  was  esteemed 
a  father  in  this  Association  from  its  beginning  till  his 
death,  in  I8O7.  He  was  born  in  New-Jersey  m  1744.' 
While  he  was  young  Ms  parents  moved  to  Virginia,  and' 
settled  near  Winchester,  where  he  was  brought  up. 
Having  arrived  at  manhood,  he  went  back  to  his  native 
State,  where  he  tarned  a  short  time,  married,  and  then 
returned  to  Virginia,  and  began  to  preach  in  the  early 
part  of  his  life.  From  Virginia,  he  went  to  the  Red-' 
.  stone  country,  where  he  continued  eight  years,  and  then 
•  .  went  down  the  Ohio'  River,  and  settled  in  Kentucky  in 
1784.  Mr.  Taylor  ^vas  one  of  those  ministers  whose 
'  private  life  gave  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  the  . 
sincerity  of  "his  publick  ministrations  ;  his  gifts  were  not  ' 
•  considered  great,  but  they  were  employed  with  unwea- 
ried diligence,  and  to  great  advantage. 

LOUG    RUN    ASSOCIATION. 

The  remarkable  increase  of  the  Saletn  Association  ha^ 
been  mentioned.  '  In  the  progress  ctf  that  great  work  by 
lyhich  it  was  so  much  enlarged,  a  number  of  churches 
wero  gathered  north  of  the  Salt  River ;  and  when  its 
^vision  was  proposed,  that  river  was  fixed  upon  as  the 
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diTi<itngIine.  AU  ihe  churches  north  of  it  were  d 
to  form  a  new  Assochtion,  which  was  organized  in  1  SOS, 
and  was  called  Long  Run,  from  a  small  water-course 
near  to  which  its  first  session  was  held.  This  Associa- 
tion has  ejcpertenced  some  refreshing  seasons  since  ic 
^  was  formed,  particularly  in  itJoy  and  J8I0.  It  is  now 
a  large  and  very  respectable  body,  and  issiruated  mostiy 
between  the  Salt  and  Kentucky  Rivers,  and  extendi 
westward  as  far  as  the  Ohio  River ;  and  a  few  of  its 
churches  are  over  in  the  Indiana  Territory. 

GRBEN    RIVER    ASSOCIATION. 

The  terms  Green  River  Settlements,  and  Green  River 
Country,  are  generally  applied  by  the  people  in  Kentudcy 
to  all  that  part  of  the  State  which  lies  south  of  the.  Green 
River.  ■  The  settlements  here  were  begun  about  1793, 
when  the  whole  territory  was  comprehended  in  the 
county  of  Logan  ;  but  as  early  as  1 809,  it  was  divided 
into  fourteen  counties.  What  divi^ons  have  taken  place 
since,  1  have  not  leat^t. 

The  Association,  whose  history  we  are  about  to  relate, 
was  formed  in  I'SOO,  and  contained  at  first  nine  churche;, 
(iig^t  ministers,  and  about  350  members.  This  was 
.  about  the  beginning  of  the  great  revival,  which  had 
'  ^ready  extended  to  this  region ;  and  so  rapidly  did  it 
prevail  here,  that  this  body  at  its  next  session  contained 
upwards  of  a  thousand  members,  and  in  1S04  it  had  in- 
creased to  thirty-eight  churches,  which  embraced  18T6 
communicants. 

Ttiis  Association  had  now  become  so  extensive  in  its 
boundaries,  that  it  was  thought  proper  to  divide  it  j  but 
.  it  being  scattered  over  such  a  wide  extent  of  country, 
,they  found  it  the  most  convenient  to  divide  it  into  three,  _' 
and  accordingly  the  Russell's  Creek  and  Stockton's  Val- 
ley were  formed  from  it,  .  By  this  measure  the  Original    ■ 
body  was  much  reduced,  and  the  two  wfiich  i^ere  form-  •  ■ 
ed  from  it  were  smaller  still. 

'  The  churches  in  the  Russell's  Creek  Association  v^  • 
mostly  in  the  counties  of  Greep  and  Adair ;  those  of     ' 
*he  Stockton's  Valley  are  mostly  in  Tennessee ;  those  in 
Kentucky  are  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Barren. 
Sctfh  of  these  AssodatitHis  remain  sm^lK 
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Ri  The  Green  River  has  again  becope  large ;  putlr  bf 

vk  levi  vals,aod  partly  by  the  loltowing  circumstance.  There 

Ki-  .  was  an  Association  formed  in  the  south-west  part  of  this 
lii  '  State,  in  1806,  which  was  called  the  Union.  But  its 
«»■  name  was  not  altogether  descriptive  of  its  character  ;  for 
h  not  long  since,  it  was  divided  and  (hssolved,  and  moat 

m  of  the  churches  united  with  the  Association  whose  his- 

!if  ^        tory  we  have  under  consideration. 
fa  Carter  Tarrant,  who  has  since  been  considerably  fa- 

mous amongst  the  Emancipatorti  in  the  northern  cnun- 
^^     ties  in  Kantucky,  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  sue 
cessful  ministers  in  raising  upthe  churches  in  this  body, 
and  organizing  them  into  an  Association.     Robert  Stock- 
ton, a  native  of  Culpepper  county,  Virginia,  who  was 
j'"*      highly  esteemed  in  his  native  State,  from  which  he  re-. 
*\  moved  to  Kentucky  about  1800,  h^,  from  the  begin- 

y  ning  of  this  Association,  been  its  Moderator,  and  is  es* 

.'  ,.  teemed  a  father  among  the  lurches.  The  late  John 
'^  .  liall,  Esq.  one  of  the  Judges  for  Barren  county,  who  fin* 
^  ^.  ished  his  earthly  course  in  a  most  joyful  naauner  in  1809, 
yvas  a  member  of  this  Association }  and  his  son,  Michael 
^  W.Hall,  who  succeeds  bisLfather  on  the  banch,  now  seivea 

'  U  as  Clerk. 

EMANCIPATING  SOCIETY.  ^ 

''  7'his  sodety  is  composed  of  ministers  and  churcliea, 

'  who  have  separated  from  their  former  connexion  on  ac- 

c«unt  of  slavery,  and  who  differ  in  nothing  except  this 

'     *'^     article  from  the  main  body  of  the  Calvinistick  Baptists 

They  denomjnate  themselves  **  Friends  to  Humanity ,-" 

•    *.     but  they  are  generally  known  by  the  name  of  "*  Emanci-  ' 

paton"  which  name  they  are  by  no  meuis  unwilling  to  . 

•  receive.     The  pec^de,  who  composed  this  body,  beloi^ 

•  .   -•  '  'ed  formerly  to  the  Elkhora,  the  North  District,  awH 

;  Bracken  Associations,  from  which  they  separated  in  the 

'    '    ^  ^year  1 805  ;'  some  of  their  own  chtnce,  and  others  by  tl^ 

expulsory  measures  of  the  respective  churches  and  Asso- 

^     ,  ciations  to  which  they  belonged.  ■ 

,        .  The.  pet^e  whose  history  we  no^  have  in  view,  have 

'     .  ' '  taken  a  decided  stand  against  slavery,  in  every  branch  of ' 

^'    .  it,  both  in  princi^e  and  practice,  as  being  a  sinful  and 

.^  abominable  system,  fraogbt  with  peculiar  evils  and  mis- 

'    '      '    ..      ■■"  ..''      ■•'-.,*  '■"  '      -.'     -CooqIc 
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aries*  which  every  good  man  ought  to  abandon  and  bear 
his  testimony  against.  These  are,  in  substance,  thnr 
aeatiments  respecting  slavery ;  and  their  desires  and  en- 
'*  deavours  are,  to  efiect,  as  Boon  as  it  can  be  done,  and  in 
'  the  most  prudent  and  advantageous  manner  both  to 
the  slaves  and  their  owners,  the  general  and  complete 
eaiancipalion  of  this  numerous  race  of  enslaved,  igno- 

■  "  rant,  and  degraded  beings,  who  are  now,  by  the  laws 

■  ^  and  customs  of  the  land,  exposed  to  hereditary  and  p«. 

^  petual  bondage.  And  with  sentiments  so  noble  and  hu- 
mane, one  would  think  they  must  certainly  meet  the 
approbation  ot  every  benevolent  man.  But  truth  may 
be  unskilfully  defended^  and  the  noblest  sentiments  may 
become  suspicious,  by  the  unseasonable  and  intemperate 
zeal  with  which  they  are  propagated. 

To  declaim  against  slavery  and  slave-holders,  in  the^ 
hearing  of  a  multitude  of  ignorant  negroes,  who  will  * 
pervert  the  mo»t  proper  seasonings  to  improper  purpo- 
ses, is  certainly  an  imprudent  conduct.  Of  this,  the 
Emancipators  were  continually  accused,  and  not  without- 
some  grounds  ;  ^d  the  perversion  of  their  discourses' 
'.  by  the  negroes  was  laid  to  their  charge  as  a  peculiar  evil.- 
It  is  altogether-  probable  that  in  this  thing  the  Eimnct* 
pators  were  much  to  btame.  Some  of  them,  Imwever, 
ought  to  be  excused  from  these  charges.*  They  have 
not  dwelt  upon  slavery  in  their  pubUck  discourses,  but 
their  prindpal  object  has  been  to  devise  plans  in  apru- 

-  dent   way  for  the  execuiLon  of  their  noble  purposes. 

-  The  advocates  for  slavery  oppose  the  Emancipators  with 
such  arguments  as  iliese  : — What  ca«  a  few  individuals 
do  in  this  business  ?  Government  has  sanctioned  the 
Jiotding  of  slaves  ^.and  unless  they  interpose  their  tnflu-  ' 
ence,  nothing  effectual  can  be  dune  towards  setting  them . 
free.  This  may  be  true  ;  but  "  what  measure  ot  great 
publicfc  utility  was  ever  executed  .by  church  or  State,  ' 
which  was  not  lirst  proposed  by  individuald  ?  which  was. 
not  fir5t  resisted  by  the  great  body,  and  perhaps  defeat- 
ed for  a  time  f  -  ^      >■ 

According  to  Tarrant's  History  of  the  Emancipators, 
Elders  Dodge  and  Carmen  with  their  congregations, - 
were. the  firtit  who  separated  from  the  Hapti«ts  in  Ken- 
tucky, on  account  of  aiaverjr,    Tiiese  meu  wef-e  settled.' 
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ih  Nelson  county.  The  next  mihbtcr  who  made  much 
noise  in  Kentucky  on  this  subject,  was  Elder  John  Sut- 
ton,  a  native  of  New-Jersey.  In  the  course  of  a  fe\7 
years,  DoDold  Holmes,  David  Birrow,  Carter  Tarrant,  ') 
Jacob  Grigg,  George  Smith,  and  a  number  of  other  niin- 
isters,  some  Europeans  and  some  native  Americars, 
moved  into  the  State,  and  propagated  the  doctrine  of  the 
eraancipation  of  slaves.  Most,  if  not  all  these  ministers, 
oflSciated  as  pastori  of  churches  where  slavery  was  tolera-  \ 
ted  ;  and  the  Emancipators  generally,  who  were  scattered 
throughout  the  State,  travelled  in  fellowship  and  cum< 
munion  with  their  brethren  who  held  slaves,  until  the 
year  1 805.  The  occaMon  of  their  separating  from  them 
and  uniting  in  a  body  by  themselves,  has  been  related 
in  the  history  of  the  Elkhom  Association.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  Emancipators  as  a  body,  was  in  August^ 
1807,  when  they  convened  in  conference,  to  deliberate 
on  the  mode  of  thnr  future  proceedings.  At  this  meet- 
ing,  eleven  ministers  and  nineteen  private  brethren  en-    , 

^  tered  their  names  as  advocates  for  emancipating  prind- 
ples.  Eleven  queries  were  presented  to  this  Conference^ 
and  most  of  their  time  appears  to  have  been  taken  up 
in  discussing  and  resolving  them.  One  query  was.  Can 
any  person  be  adniitted'a  member  of  this  meeting,  whose 
practice  appears  friendly  to  perpetual  slavery  ?  Answer. 
We  think  not.  Another  was,  Is  there  any  case  in  which 
persons  holding  slaves  may  be  admitted  to  membership 
into  a  church  of  Chriitt  ?  Answer.  No  -,  except  in  the 
■  following,  viz. — 1st.  In  the  case  of  a  person  holding 
young  slaves,  and  recording  a  deed  of  their  emancipation 
at  such  an  :^  as  the  church  to  which  they  offer  rony 
agre^  to.  'lA.  In  the  case  of  persons  who  have  purchas- 
ed in  their  ignorance,  and  are  willing  that  (he  church 

'  ■ ..  shall  say  when  the  slaves  or  slave  shall  be  free.     Sd.  In 

'  the  case  of  sromen,  whose  husbands  are  opposed  to  eman- 

cipation.     4th.  In  the  ca.se  of  a  widow,  who  has  it  not  in 

her  power  to  liberate  them.     5th.  In  the  case  of  idiots^ 

•old  age, or  aijy  debility  of  body  that  prevents  su:h  slave 

«     from  procuring  a  sufficient  support ;  and  some  other 
cases,  which  we  would  wish  the  churches  to  be  at  liberty 
to  judge  of,  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  humanity.   . 
TJw  5th  query  wa;>,  !>hall  members  in  union  with  us  be 
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at  liberty  in  any  case  to  purchase  slaves  ?    Answer.    No; 
except  it  be  with  a  view  to  ransom  them  from  perpetu-      __. 
al  slavery,  in  such  a  way  as  the  church  may  approve  of. 

;  The  last  query  which  we  shall  notice,  was,  Ilave  our 
Jideas  of  slavery  occasioned  any  alteration  in  our  views 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel  ?     Answer.     No. 

The  September  following,  these  people  met,  and  re- 
duced their  fraternity  into  an  organized  body,  under  the 
name  of  "  The  Baptized  Licking- Locust  Association,  Fricndt 
to  Humanity."  The  Association  received  its  name  from 
that  of  a  church  called  Licking-Locust,  which  is  in  the 
north  part  of  the  State,  near  t>ie  Ohio  River,  and  is  con- 
sidered a  mother  establishment  to  the  emancipating  in- 
terest in  Kentucky. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Emandpators,  they  resolv- 
ed, **  That  the  present  mode  of  Associations  or  confeder- 
ation of  churches  was  unscriptural,  and  ought  to  be  laid 
aside."     They  then  proceeded  to  form  themselves  into 

*    an  AbolHien  Society.      This  was  innovation  without  im- 

'  provement.  It  would  be  as  difficult  to  find  Abolition 
Societies  in  the  Scriptures,  as  Associations.  The  reasons 
for  this  change  are  not  stated  in  the  Minutes  ;  it  is  prob- 
able, however,  that  they  had  become  disgusted  with 
Associations,  on  account  of  the  rough  manner  in  which 
many  had  been  handled  by  them. 

About  this  time  David  Barrow  published  a  pamphlet 
with  this  title-page,  "  Involuntary,  Unmerited,  Perpetual, 
Absolute,  Hereditary  Slavery,  exanftned,  on  the  principles  of 

.  Nature,  Reason,  Justice,  Policy,  and  Scripture."  This 
piece  is  written  in  a  grave  and  manly  style,  and  with 
those  nkc  discriminations,  those  candid  and  weighty  i 
reasons,  which  certainly  deserve  the  attention  of  all  who 
are  concerned  in  slavery,  and  is  wcyth  the  perusal  of 
those  who  are  desirous  of  making  inquiries  on  the  sub- 
ject. Mr.  Barrow  is  doubtless  the  most  distinguished, 
minister  amongst  the  Emancipators.  The  pamphlet 
above  mentioned  she\vs  him  to  be  a  man  by  no  means 
deficient  in  abilities,  either  natural  or  acquired.  He  is  a 
native  of  Virginia,  where  he  commenced  his  ministry  in 
1771 ;  in  the  early  part  of  which  he  suffered  much  by 
the  insolence  and  persecuting  ri^e  of  his  rude  coimtry- 

'  DiqirizodbvGlSOgle 


Imprudent  Conduct  of  an  Aitociatlm.  S49 

nien>*    H«  also  early  imbibed  his  emanclpatiDg  princifdes, 
and  in  consequence  of  which  freed  a  considerable  number 
of  slaves.     Having  long  been  distinguished  in  bis  native 
State  for  piety  and  abilities,  he  removed  to  Kentucky  in 
1 798,  and  settled  in  Montgomery  county.  In  Vir^nia  and 
Kentucky,  until  the  stir  about  emancipation,  Mr.  Barrow 
travelled  in  fellowship  with  his  brethren,  who  were  tha 
holders  of  slaves.    When  this  dispute  came  on,  they  ap- 
pear to  have  fixed  on  him  as  the  object  of  their  peculiar 
resentment,  and  carried  their  opposition  to  him  to  such 
an  extreme,  that  the  North-Distnct  Association  to  which 
he  belonged,  and  which  professes  to  be  nothing  more  than 
••  An  Advisory  Council"  put  forth  its  horns, and  publickly 
expelled  their  brother  from  his  seat  "  for  preaching 
emandpation,  and  sent  a  committee  to  take  him  under 
dealings  in  the  church  at  Mount  Sterling,  of  which  he  was 
a  member."     How  ardent  and  blind  must  have  been  that 
zeal,  which  hurried  a  large  and  respectable  body  into 
such  overbearing  and  inconsistent  measures  !  T!he  reader 
will  discover  from  this  circumstance  the  spirit  with  which  '■ 
.  the  emandpating  dispute  was  conducted.     But  for  the 
honour  of  this  Association,  we  arehappy  to  be  able  to  state, 
that  at  their  next  session  they  "  voted  to  reconsider  and 
revoke  all  the  acts,  which  they  had  passed  respecting  Mr. 
Barrow."    But  he  had  now  united  with  the  Emandpa- 
.  tors,  and  chose  not  to  return. 

The  zeal  of  the  Emancipators  has  in  some  measure 
abated,  and  of  course  they  are  less  opposed;  and  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  any  lasting  effects  will  be  produced 
by  their  means.    Their  leading  maxims  are  approved  of 

*  In  1778,  Mr.  Barrow  received  an  ini^tian  to  preacb  at  tbc'hauae  of  > 
**  pntkinan,  who  lived  co  NanientoDd  Rirer  near  the  mouth  of  Jamea  River. 
A  minbitnSiis  brother  accompanied  him.  They  were  informed  on  their  arriv- 
al, that  they  m^t  expect  rough  lUBce,  and  mU  bappcoed.  A  gang  <f  well- 
dressed  men  came  up  to  the  stage,  which  had  been  erected  un^r  some  tree*, 
as  soon  ai  the  hymn  was'nven  out,  and  lung  one  <£  iixir  obscene  snogB.. 
They  then  undcrtoolc  to  phuifie  both  cf  the  preachers.  Mr.  Harrow 
Ihey  p1ui«ed  twice,  pressed  hin  into  the  mud,  held  him  long  under  tha. 
water.BndcameneardrowiuiKhinL  In  die  mldu  a  their  mocking,  they  aiked 
turn  if  he  believed?  and  thraugncut  treated  him  "vKa  the  most  barbarouainio- 
lence  and  outrw&  Hit  con^wnkn  tbejr  plunged  but  once.  The  whole  os- 
lembly  was  ducked,  the  women  sltrieked,  but  m  one  durtt  interfere ;  for  about 
twenty  stout  fEflowB  were  efwand  hi  this  horrid  measure.  They  inwlted  and 
abused  the  ^tleman  who  anited  them  to  incach,  and  every  one  who  qxb 
a  word  inihdr  favour.  BelarethescpcrGecutedmencauldchengetheirctQtfae-^; 
Aef  were  dngged  from  die  house,  and  driven  ofi't>y  these  outrageous  chur^ 
men.  But  three  or  four  of  them  died  in  a  few  weeks,  in  a  distracted  nuijwtrt. 
and  (nerf  them  willed  hiOttelf  in  hell  beCcre  he  bad  jcteed  the  compa-Ay  gU' 
vol..  2.  S2  M 
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by  many  who  have  not  united  with  them,  but  who  stffi 
hold  slaves  with  many  scruples  respecting  its  propriety. 
But  there  is  such  a  strong  current  against  the  emancipa- 
tion o£  slaves,  and  custom,  covetousness,  indolence,  and 
ambition,  find  so  many  arguments  in  favour  of  slavery, 
that  there  seems  but  little  prospect,  that  any  material 
change  will  at  present  be  effected,  in  the  condition  of 
this  numerous  race  of  enslaved  and  degraded  beings.* 
From  the  preceding  accounts,  we  see  that  the  Baptists 
have  become  numerous  in  Kentucky.  The  Lord  has 
truly  done  great  things  for  this  State  ;  revivals  have 
followed  each  other  in  quick  succession,  and  many  thou- 
sands have  hopefully  been  born  into  the  kingdom  of 
God.  llie  Baptist  churches  in  Kentucky  have,  in  many 
cases,  been  built  up,  and  in  others  greatly  enlarged  by 
emigrants  from  other  parts.  They  have  also  been  great- 
ly diminished,  by  multitudes  removing  to  remoter  re- 
gions. As  religion  is  left  wholly  free  from  civil  control, 
our  brethren  in  this  State  have  met  with  no  difficulties,  ex< 
cept  what  have  arisen  from  among  themselves,  and  these, 
we  are  sorry  to  say,  have  been  considerably  numerous. 
The  churches  were  made  up  of  people  from  different 
parts  ;  their  notions  of  gospel  doctrine  were  essentially 
alike,  but  in  smaller  matters  they  could  not  always 
agree.  The  Kentuckians,  whether  saints  or  smners,  are 
rather  inclined  to  a  fretful  impatience  and  undue  resent- 

•  In  Mr.  Bnrrnw'i  niece  ag;aiiist  slavery,  we  find  the  following  note  :  "  To 
see  a  man  (a  Christian)  in  the  moat  serious  period  of  all  his  life — making  Us 
Utt  will  and  testament — and  in  the  nunt  Milemn  manner  addrestbig  the 
Judge  d  all  the  earth — In  the  name  of  Gud,  Ameii — Hearken  to  turn — he 
GCTtanly  must  he  in  earnest ! — He  is  clo«ng  all  his  iMocems  here  below !— He 
wUI  veiy  dioniy  appear  before  die  Judge,  where  kiogs  and  slaves  havc', 
equal  thrones! — He  proceeds  :  i 

Item.    I  give  and  bequeath  to  mji  son  --— .  a  negro  man  named  — — ,  k  ne-  ' 
gro  woman  name<l ,  withfivediheryouD);est  chitdi'cn. 

Item.    I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter .anegromanDamed , 

also  a  negro  woman  named ,  with  her  three  children. 

Item.  AU  my  other  slaves,  whether  men,  women  or  children,  with  allmr 
ttock  ef  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  I  direct  to  be  sold  to  the  hiphest  bin- 
der, and  tile  maiirt)  arising  therefrom  fmer  paying  my  just  debts)  to  be  equally 
divided  between  my  two  above-named  duMit:!! '. ! '. 

Ttie  above  specimen  is  not  exaggerated;  thehkeof  it  often  turns  up.  And 
irttat  can  a  real  lover  of  the  tights  i^  man  say  in  vindication  thereof  r 

SuptNte  for  a  moment,  that  the  testator,  or  if  tlie  owner,  dies  intesute, 
(whicabcAen  the  case)  was  ever  so  humane  a  person,  who  can  vouch  for 
Oidr  bdis  and  successors  ?  lliiscansideration.ifnnthing  dae,  oughttomafce 
aU  sl&Te-baldeTs  take  faced  wUat  tbey  io,"ix  tbey  must  rave  an  accainitof 
" 'It  to  God" 
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ment  of  opposition,  in  matters  of  no  great  moment. 
From  this  spirit  have  produced  painful  disputes  about 
-  trifling  concerns.  Many  of  the  ministers,  who  settled 
in  this  country  from  other  parts,  had  acquired  consid- 
erable feme  before  their  removal ;  and  it  is  painful  to 
relate,  that  in  some  cases,  they  have  discovered  a  censur- 
able ambition  for  applause  and  pre-eminence.  But  not- 
withstanding these  things,  there  is  in  Kentucky  a  very 
large  body  of  our  brethren,  who  travel  together  in  har- 
mony and  love,  and  who  adorn  the  doctrine  pf  God  our 
Saviour. 

The  churches  do  but  little  for  their  preachers  ;  very 
few  receive  to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  dollars  a  year 
for  their  ministerial  services  ;  but  few  of  them  however 
are  very  poor.  They  have  from  necessity  found  the 
means  of  supporting  themselves.  Many  of  those  who 
settled  early  in  the  country  have  become  wealthy. 

Soitu  Account  of  the  great  Revhal  in  Kentucky  and  other 
Paris. 

As  this  peculiar  work  prevailed  to  a  greater  extent  in 
Kentucky  than  elsewhere,  it  seems  proper  under  this 
head  to  give  some  account  of  it. 

From  1799  to  1803,  there  were,  in  most  parts  of  the 
United  States,  remarkable  out-pourings  of  the  Divine 
Spirit,  among  different  denominations  ;  multitudes  be- 
came the  subjects  of  religious  concern>  and  were  madjs 
to  rejoice  in  the  salvation  of  God.  The  revival  among 
the  Baptists  in  the  southern  and  western  States,  has  al- 
ready been  frequently  referred  to,  and  accounts  pf  the 
.1  astonishing  additions  to  their  churches  have  been  given. 
This  great  revival  in  Kentucky  began  in  Boone  county 
on  the  Ohio  River,  and  in  its  progress  extended  up  the 
Ohio,  Licking,  and  Kentucky  Rivers,  branching  out  into 
the  settlements  adjoining  them.  It  spread  fast  in  differ- 
ent directions,  and  in  a  short  time  almost  every  part  of 
the  State  was  affected  by  its  influence.  It  was  computed 
that  about  ten  thousand  were  baptized  and  added  to  the 
Baptist  churches  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years. 
This  great  work  progressed  among  the  Baptists  in  a 
mudi  more  regular  manner  than  people  abroad  have 
'  generally  supposed.    They  were  indeed  zealously  affect- 


25ft  irregulariliei  follow  the  Revival. 

ed,  and  much  engaged.  Many  of  their  ministers  bap- 
tized in  a  number  of  neighbouring  churches  from  two 
to  four  hundred  each.  And  tvo  of  them  baptized  about 
five  hundred  a-piece  in  the  course  of  the  work.  But 
throughout  the  whole,  they  preserved  a  good  degree  of 
decorum  and  order.  Those  camp-meetings,  those  great 
parades,  and  sacramental  seasons,  those  extraordinary 
exercises  of  falling  down,  rolling,  shouting,  jerking, 
dancing,  barking,  &c.  vere  but  little  known  among  the 
Baptists  in  Kentucky,  nor  encouraged  by  them.  They, 
it  is  true,  prevuled  among  some  cf  them  in  the  Green 
River  country  ;  but  generally  speaking,  they  were 
among  the  Presbyterians  and  Methodists,  and  in  the  end 
by  a  seceding  party  from  them  both,  which  denominated 
themselves  Christians,  but  wluch  were  generally  distin- 
guished by  their  opposers  by  the  name  of  Mew-Lights  and 
Schismatics.  These  strange  expressions  of  zeal,  which 
have  made  so  much  noise  abroad,  came  in  at  the  close  ^ 
of  the  revival,  and  were,  in  the  judgment  of  many,  the 
chaff  of  the  work.  There  was  a  precious  ingathermg  of 
souls  among  the  Presbyterians  and  Methodists,  at  which 
they  rejoiced ;  but  when  the  work  arose  to  an  enthua- 
astick  height,  many  different  opinions  were  expressed  re- 
spectiog  it.  The  Methodists  had  no  scruples  of  its  being 
genuine  ;  but  among  the  Presbyterians  some  doubted — 
some  opposed— but  a  considerable  number  overleaped 
all  the  bounds  of  formality,  fanned  the  flame  as  fire  from 
heaven^  bid  up  camp-meetings,  and  sacramental  seasons, 
md  finally  run  religious  frenzy  into  its  wildest  shapes. 
Soon  a  number  of  these  ministers  separated  from  the 
rest,  formed  a  new  Presbytery,  called  the  Springfield,  up-- 
on  New-Light  p'riociples,  soon  dissolved  that,  and  five  or 
six  of  them  in  a  few  years  became  Shaking  Quakers.* 

•  The  SpriDgfield  Pfrtbyteiy  ^na  fonned  bj;  five  Dinutten,  who  « 
ftvia  the  Kentucky  Synod,  and  renounced  tliejurisdictkn  of  the  Pre«., 
diurcli.  They  mule  innovaticns  upon  Hmott  every  part  tt  Prediytenf 
but  yet  retained  Hmethincofitsform.  Bat  attenetntneyreaolved  torenounc* 
e^'e^y  thing  bElcnging  to  It,  and  made  ita  Last  Will  and  TESTAMEHTi 
asfcflovs: 

"  The  PreabyUty  t{f  Sjuingfietd,  sitting  at  Cane  Ridge,  in  the  countf  rf 
BourtMn,  being,  through  a  graaous  Pravidtace,  in  mure  than  ordinary  bodilr  ' 
health,  erowiiw  in  rtraigth  and  size  daily  ;  and  in  perfect  soundness  and  cran- 
poeurecfiiund;  but  knowing  that  it  is  aj^utal  for  all  deleg^ed  bodiea  onctt 
to  (Ue,  and  cotadering  that  the  life  of  cvi^iy  such  body  is  very  uncertain,  do 
lakcand  ord^  this  our  last  Will  wA  TeHament,  in  manner  and  form  U-  ; 
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The  great  camp-meetings  and  sacramental  feasts,  de- 
scribed in  a  book,  called  "  Surprising  Accounts,"  &c. 
were  promoted  mostly  by  these  zealous  Presbyterians. 
The  Methodists  were  a  party  concerned,  but  very  few 
Baptists  attended  them,  except  as  spectators.  At  these 
great  meetings,  astonishing  crowds  assembled ;  they 
encamped  upon  the  ground,  and  kept  together  three  or 
four  days,  and  sometimes  a  week.  In  the  course  of  the 
meeting  the  Xxird's  supper  was  admiDistered,andall  Chris- 
tians ofevery  deromination  were  invited  to  partake  of  it. 
The  Methodists  and  Presbyterians  communed  together, 
but  the  Baptists  could  not  consbtently  unite  with  them. 
These  meetings  were  sometimes  bid  up  a  month  before- 

"  Imfirimit.  We  -exU,  that  this  bndy  die,  be  dissdml,  and  xiiik  into  unim 
wtth  the  body  of  Christ  at  lat^ ;  far  there  is  but  cne  body,  tnd  one  (pint, 
eren  as  we  are  caUed  in  one  hope  of  ourcalUc^. 

"  Item.  We  mU,  that  our  name  of  distinction,  with  its  Reverend  title,  be 
forgotten  ;  that  there  be  Ixit  one  Lord  o\-er  God's  heritage,  and  his  name  one. 

"  [tent.  We  viiU,  that  our  power  of  making  Inws  for  the  govemnient  of 
the  church,  and  executing  them  by  delumted  authority,  forever  cease  ;  that 
the  people  may  have  free  conne  to  the  BBilc,  ajid  adcftt  tht  taw  qfihe  i/urit 
tfltft  in  C/irUt  Jeaut. 

"  Item,  We  wU,  that  candidates  for  the  gospel  ui'mistry  henceforth  study 
the  Holy  Scriptures  with  fervent  prayer,  and  obtain  Ucensc  fmtn  God  to 
preach  the  simple  gospel.  Sec. 

"  Item.  We  mS,  Uiat  the  church  d  Christ  aMume  her  native  right  f£  in- 
ternal gDvemment,  &c. 

"  Item.  We  mil,  that  each  particular  church,  as  a  body,  actuated  by  the 
tame  spirit,  choose  her  own  preacher,  and  suppcrt  him  by  a  frce-wfll  ofier- 
ing.  Sec 

"  Item.  We  mil,  that  the  people  hencefortli  take  the  Bible  as  the  onlr 
sure  guide  to  heaven ;  and  as  many  as  are  offended  with  other  honks.  Which 
stand  in  competitkn  with  it,  may  cast  them  into  the  fire  if  they  chooRe  ;  for  it 
is  better  to  enter  into  Ule  having  one  btxdc,  than  having  many  to  be  cast  into 
hell. 

"  Item.  We  mU,  that  preachers  and  people  cultivate  a  tpVA  r£  mutual 
farbeanince  ;  pray  mote,  and  dispute  less.  Etc 

The  tliree  next  items  regard  the  Synod  of  Kentucky. 

"  Item,  finally,  we  nrffl,  thnt  all  our  ntier  bodle*  read  their  Bibles  care- 
fiilly,  that  they  may  tee  their  &te  there  determined,  and  prepare  far  deatk 
before  it  a  tnn  late. 

"  Shrmefield  Preiibuteru.l     .,  ,, 
June  iSth.  imi.         >     ''"■'■^ 

"Robert  Mabshall,    B.W. Stoke, 

John  Ditnlavt,  John  Thowsox,     >  Htliuuet." 

HiruARD  M'Nkhak,       Uaviu  Purviahci, 

Three,  atleast,  of  these  witnesses  afterwards  jdned  the  Shakers,  who  hav- 
ing heard  of  the  dancing,  and  aa  rn,  nmrng  the  ICentiicky  people,  sent  three 
of  their  apostles  into  the  country  from  New-I^ehanon,  in  New- York.  ITiev 
found  matters  just  as  they  would  have  them,  and  a  great  number  fell  in  with 
their  principles.  Marshall  continued  his  New-Ught  career,  became  the  head 
of  a  large  party  who  were  called  Marshaliites.  Many  of  them  have  Inielv 
been  immersed,  but  I  do  not  learn  as  thev  hnve  any  connexion  with  the  Il^ip. 
,^ts.  And  indeetl  they  can  be  no  great  acquisition  tottieBapti*taaiBe,uiiku- 
fhay  >rc  much  r^onati  both  in  principh  and  practice. 
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hand  ■,  great  preparations  were  made  for  them,  and  alt 
went  expecting  to  hear  much  crying  out,  see  much  fell-, 
ing  down,  &c.  In  these  meetings  there  assembled,  in 
■the  opinion  of  spectators,  from  four  to  ten  or  twelve 
thousand,  and  at  one  of  them  eight  hundred  fell  down 
under  religious  impressions,  and  five  hundred  communi- 
cated. The  falling  down  exercise  needs  no  description, 
as  it  is  presumed  every  reader  will  understand  what  is 
meant  by  it.  There  was  also  in  these  meetings,  what  was 
called  the  rolling  exercise,  which  consisted  in  a  person's 
being  cast  down  in  a  violent  manner,  turned  over  swiftly 
like  a  log,  &c  These  rolling  disciples  often  met  with  mud 
in  their  way,  and  got  up  from  their  devotions  in  a  sorrow- 
ful plight.  Dancing  was  a  very  common  practice  ;  many 
pleaded  they  could  not  help  it,  and  others  justified  them- 
selves from  David's  dancing  before  the  ark,  and  other 
passages  of  scripture.  The  most  singular  exercise  of  all 
was  the  Jerks.  "Nothing  in  nature  could  better  repre- 
sent this  strange  and  unaccountable  operation,  than  for 
one  to  goad  another,  alternately  on  every  side,  with  a 
piece  of  red-hot  iron.  The  exercise  commonly  began  in 
the  head,  which  would  fly  backward  and  forward,  and 
from  ^de  to  side,  with  a  quick  jolt,  which  the  person 
would  naturally  labour  to  suppress,  but  in  vain  ;  and  the 
more  any  one  laboured  to  stay  himself,  and  be  sober, 
the  more  he  staggered,  and  the  more  rapidly  his  twitches 
increased.  He  must  necessarily  go  as  he  was  stimulated,- 
whether  with  a  violent  dash  on  the  ground,  and  bounce 
from  place  to  place  like  a  foot-ball  j  or  hop  round,  with 
head,  limbs,  and  trunk,  twitching  and  jolting  in  every 
direction,  as  if  they  must  inevitably  fly  asunder.  And  . 
how  such  could  escape  without  injury,  was  no  small 
wonder  to  spectators.  By  this  strange  operation,  the 
human  frame  was  commonly  so  transformed  and  disfig- 
ured, as  to  lose  every  trace  of  its  natural  appearance. 
Sometimes  the  head  would  be  twitched  right  and  left, 
to  a  half  round,  with  such  velocity  that  not  a  feature 
could  be  discovered,  but  the  face  appear  as  much  behind 
as  before  ;  and  in  the  quick  progressive  jerk,  it  would 
seem  as  if  the  person  was  transmuted  into  some  other 
species  of  creature.  Head  dresses  were  of  but  little 
account  among  the  female  jerkers.    £ven  handkerchief^ 
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bound  tight  round  the  head,  would  be  flirted  off  almost 
with  the  first  twitch,  and  the  hatr  put  into  the  utmost 
confusion,"  &c* 

There  was  something  ahogether  unaccountable  in  . 
this  jerking  exercise.  At  first  it  was  experienced  only 
by  those  under  reli^ous  concern  ;  but  In  the  end  it  be- 
came a  nervous  affection,  which  was  sympathetically 
communicated  from  one  to  another.  A  Presbyterian 
minister  heard  that  a  congregation  of  his  brethren, 
which  he  highly  esteemed,  had  got  to  jerking.  He  went 
to  persuade  them  out  of  the  frantick  exercise,  but  in  con- 
versing with  them  he  got  the  jerks  himself.  On  his  re- 
turn home,  his  people  assembled  to  hear  the  result  of  his 
visit.  While  he  was  describing  how  people  appeared  with 
the  jerks,  he  was  suddenly  taken  with  them,  and  the 
whole  assembly  soon  caught  the  distemper. 

Wicked  men  were  often  taken  with  these  strange 
exercises,  and  many  would  curse  tbejerksy  while  they  were 
under  their  singular  operation.  Some  were  taken  at  the 
tavern  with  a  glass  of  liquor  in  their  hands,  which  they 
would  suddenly  toss  over  their  heads,  or  to  a  distant 
'part  of  the  room.  Others  were  taken  with  them  at  the 
card-table,  and  at  other  places  of  dissipation,  and  would, 
by  a  violent  and  unaffected  jerk,  throw  a  handful  of 
cards  all  over  the  room. 

These  accounts  were  taken  from  people  of  unquestion- 
able veracity,  and  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  their 
correctness.  These  jerking  exercises  were  rather  a  curse 
than  a  blessing.  None  were  benefited  by  them.  They 
left  sinners  without  reformation,  and  Christians  without 
advantage.  Some  had  periodical  fits  of  them  seven  or 
eight  years  after  they  were  first  taken  j  and  I  know  not  as 
they  have  got  over  jerking  yet. 

There  was  among  these  enthusiastick  people  one  more 
exercise  of  a  most  degrading  nature,  called  the  barhy 
which  frequently  accompanied  the  jerks.  Many  persons 
of  considerable  distinction,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of 
nature,  as  it  was  said,  were  "  forced  to  personate  that 
animal,  whose  name,  appropriated  to  a  human  creature, 
is  counted  the  maax  vulgar  stigma.  These  people  would 
take  the  position  of  a  cauine  beast,  move  about  on  all- 
•  Kentucky  Revh-al,  p.  6f,  M. 
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foursj  growl,  snap  the  teeth,  and  bark  in  so  personating 
a  manner,  a$  to  set  the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  spectator  at 
variance.'*  Some  might  be  forced  to  these  degrading 
exercises,  but  it  is  certain  that  many  turned  dogs  in  a 
voluntary  manner.  A  minister  in  the  lower  parts  of  Ken< 
tucky  informed  me,  that  it  was  common  to  hear  people 
barking  like  a  flock  of  spaniels  on  their  way  to  meeting. 
There  they  would  start  up  suddenly  in  a  fit  of  barking, 
rush  out,  roam  around,  and  in  a  short  time  come  bark- 
ing and  foaming  back.  But  enough  has  been  said  of 
these  frantick  scenes.  The  above  accounts  are  not  fabu- 
lous tales,  but  they  are  real  and  melancholy  facts.  In 
the  upper  counties  in  Kentucky,  where  the  revival  was 
the  greatest  among  the  Baptists,  they  were  not  at  all  af- 
fected with  these  delirious  exercises.  In  the  Green  River 
country  and  in  East-Tennessee,  they  prevailed  considera- 
Uy  amongst  them.  With  the  Methodists  they  prevail- 
ed gener^y.  The  Presbyterians  were  divided  respect- 
ing them  ;  some  opposed,  while  others  encouraged  them. 
Some  of  these  exercises  seemed  really  forced  upon  the 
subjects  of  them  by  some  invisible  power,  whether  good 
or  bad  the  reader  must  judge  for  himself }  but  dandng, 
lurking,  rolling,  shouting,  and  so  on,  were  undoubtedly, 
for  the  most  part,  works  of  choice  and  imitation,  which 
were  hypocritically  played  off  by  a  set  of  deluded,  mis- 
taken people.  Where  these  fantastick  exercises  were  op- 
posed, they  were  the  least  prevalent.  Those  ministers 
who  encouraged  them,  had  enough  of  them  to  attend  to. 

In  West-Tennessee  the  Baptists  were  not  troubled  with 
these  works  of  delusion,  but  they  prevuled  here  among 
the  Presbyterians  and  Methodists ;  and  some,  who  came 
from  other  parts,  attempted  to  Introduce  them  in  the 
Baptist  meetmgs.  A  Baptist  minister  by  the  name  of 
Mr.  Connico,  was  once  preaching  where  one  of  the  jerkers 
began  his  motions.  The  preacher  made  a  pause,  and  with 
a  loud  and  solemn  tone,  said,  "In  the  name  of  the 
I<ord,  1  command  all  unclean  spirits  to  leave  this  place." 
The  jerker  immediately  became  still,  and  the  report  was 
'spread  abroad,  that  Mr.  Connico  cast  out  devils. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  there  was  in  Kentucky  in 
171*9,  and  for  two  or  three  succeeding  years,  a  precious 
work  of  grace.    Towards  the  close  of  it,  a  set  of  men 
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arose,  who  attempted  to  carry  the  work  farther  than  the 
Lord  had  done ;  and  among  them  were  exhibited  those 
astonishing  scenes  of  fanaticism  we  have  described.  Some 
of  the  promoters  of  these  scenes  became  convlficed  of 
their  delusion,  and  returned  to  a  sober  course  of  piety ; 
but  many  went  off  into  errors  of  different  kinds,  and 
not  a  few  of  them  became  Shaking  Quakers.  Richard 
M*Nemar,  formerly  a  Presbyterian  minister  of  great 
<£lebrity,  was  one  of  the  principal  promoters  of  these  ex- 
traordinary exercises  ;  he  was  also  one  of  the  first  who 
embraced  the  principles  of  the  Shakers.  After  he  had 
joined  the  dancing  fraternity,  he  reproached  his  bretfar 
ren  for  stopping  short  of  perfection.  These  exercises, 
he  said,  led  on  to  Shakensm  j  and  most  people,  who 
had  seen  them,  were  of  his  mind. 


CHAP.    IVI. 

OHIO  AND  Ttl£  WESTERN   TERRITORIIS. 

Ohio  has  been  pronounced  the  most  delightful  of  any 
pf  the  Western  States.  Its  fame  has  travelled  far,  and 
adventurers  from  New-England,  from  Georgia,  the  Caro- 
linas,  and  all  the  other  States,  and  indeed  from  many 
parts  of  Europe,  have  populated  its  fertile  plains  with 
an  astonishing  and  almost  incredible  rapidity.  In  1 790, 
the  number  of  white  inhabitants,  French  and  English, 
was  estimated  at  3,500,  but  by  the  census  of  1810,  they 
had  increased  to  230,760.  The  holding  of  slaves  has 
never  been  permitted  ta  Ohio,  %nd  many  of  the  Eman- 
cipators from  the  neighbouring  States,  where  they 
abound,  have  had  this  circumstance  particularly  in  view, 
in  fixing  on  this  State  as  a  place  of  settlement.  The 
Legislature  has  guarded  against  the  introduction  of  slaves, 
and  even  the  residence  of  black  people  in  this  retreat  of 
freedom,  by  a  strong  and  rigorous  prohibition.  And 
many  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Baptist  churches 
here,  have  taken  a  determined  stand  against  every  arti- 
cle of  that  policy,  which  subjects  to  degrading  and  per- 
petual servitude  so  many  of  the  unhappy  sons  of  Africa. 
This  favourite  maxim  the  Ohio  brethren  Lave  often 
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pushed  to  an  enthnsustic  extreme,*  and  in  many  instances 
oave  doubtless  been  too  uncharitable  towards  their  breth- 
ren who  have  been  surrounded  by  slaves  from  their  in* 
&ncy,  who  have  been  nurtured  by  the  sweat  of  their 
wretched  brows,  and  who  have  inherited  them  from 
their  Withers,  as  a  principal  part  of  their  fortune. 

Though  some  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  State  were 
Baptists,  yet  they  have  not,  as  in  Kentucky,  been  the 
prevailing  sect,  Ths  Methodists  have  been  and  proba- 
bly are  at  present,  the  mast  numerous  of  any  one  de- 
nomination in  Ohio.  The  late  Governor  Tiffin  was  a 
Methodist  preacher,  before  his  elevation  to  that  dignified 
office.  But  the  Baptist  cause  has  prevailed  considerably, 
and  is  now  increasing  with  great  rapidity  throughout 
the  State  ;  churches  are  formed  in  almost  every  part  of 
it,  and  many  individuals  and  little  bodies  are  settled 
where  churches  have  not  yet  been  establislied.  In  1 809, 
there  were  in  this  State  about  sixty  churchts,  in  which 
were  about  twenty-five  hundred  members.  Since  then, 
the  number  has  probably  greatly  increased. 

MIAMI  ASSOCIATION. 

This  Association  was  formed  in  1797  of  only  four 
drarches,  in  which  there  were  not  probably  more  than 
a  hundred  members.  It  is  situated  beween  the  Miami 
Rivers,  in  the  south-west  corner  of  the  State.  The 
church  formerly  called  Columbia,  now  Duck  Creek, 
is  not  only  the  oldest  in  this  Association  but  in  the  State. 
It  WiU  raised  up  tn  the  following  manner.  In  the  au- 
tumn of  1789,  a  number  of  families  went  down  the  Ohio 
River,  and  commenced  a  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Little  Miami  River  on  Col.  Symmes's  Purchase,  where 
-the  town  of  Columbia  now  stands.  Hiis  was  about  six 
miles  from  Fort  Washington,  now  Cincinnati.  In  this 
company  were  Mr.  Isaac  Ferris  from  Connecticut,  the 

*  The  Miuni  AsiDcntloo  i«tH  not  coireapond  witli  anv  of  tfw  ndEhbtKifng 
AMociatkns  m  Kentucky,  on  account  of  daverj',  nw  with  the  Bcd-Sione  As- 
Mcintion  in  Pennqrlvank,  becnute  a  few  of  the  churches  <if  this  bodr  arc  in 
VirKinin,udbcildiUvM.  Andi.chardit)otlaiiE*i";c^^i^"tironitheMia- 
ni  AttoeiMka),  bccaufe  ibe  corirsi>(n^d  witb  taoPbiL^tlphia  Aamciatiar ,  and 
ikia  Atucjuian  CMTestKnded  irhh  Uiat  cf  ChniiesUn,  Souih-Cni-dina,  iihere 
theabomiiMtion  wasdwcovetvd.  Tbisf&r-fictdic^  WginqrativHiBtlieiruni. 
mttion  MfBcient  to juttiff  their  witb^ravKte&t, 
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late  judge  Gofortb  from  New- York,  Gen.  John  Gano 
from  the  same  city,  and  Messrs.  BenjatntD  and  Elijah 
Stiles  originally  from  New-Jersey.  Some  others  were 
in  the  company,  whose  names  I  have  not  learnt.  This 
settlement  was  made  in  perilous  times.  The  Indians 
made  every  exertion  to  cut  them  off  and  prevent  their 
settlement :  they  tried  by  many  stratagems  to  decoy 
them  ashore  on  tlieir  passage  down  the  river ;  and  after 
they  had  settled,  they  were  continually  lurking  to  destroy 
them.  I'hey  were  obliged,  for  a  number  of  years,  to 
live  mostly  in  forts  and  block-houses ;  but  notwithstand- 
ing all  their  precautions,  a  number  of  the  first  settlers 
fell  victims  to  the  rage  of  their  savage  neighbours.  A 
Dumber  of  the  company  above  mentioned  were  Baptist 
prc^essors,  bat  having  no  preacher  among  them,  they 
set  up  a  meeting  among  themselves,  which  they  conducted 
byturns.  In  1790,StepbenGano,ofProvideDce,Rhode> 
Island,  took  a  journey  into  the  western  country  to  visit 
his  father  and  &mily  relations  ;  he  alio  visited  this  set> 
tlement,  baptized  three  persons,  and  formed  the  little 
company  into  a  church,  which  was  the  first,  of  any  d» 
nomination,  raised  north  of  the  Ohio  River,  in  that  ex- 
tensive  country,  then  called  the  North- Western  Territo- 
ry. This  church  soon  received  considerable  accessions 
^om  emigrants  to  the  Miami  country,  and  as  the  fieart 
Of  the  Indians  subsided,  they  extended  their  settlement! 
farther  out,  and  the  Columbia  church  became  the  moth- 
er of  most  of  the  first  churches,  which,  arose  in  this  rc- 
l^on.  Its  seat  is  now  removed  from  Columbia  to  a  place 
Called  Duck  Creek.  Daniel  Clark  and  John  Smith  were 
the  first  ministers  who  settled  in  this  quarter.  Mr.  Clark 
is  now  the  aged  and  respected  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Turtle  treek,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lebanon.  Mr. 
Smith  became  pastor  of  the  church  at  Columbia,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  was  well  esteemed  and  appaf  ently  use- 
ful. But  riches  and  honours  spoiled  him  for  a  preacher, 
and  he  relinquished  the  employment.  He  has  also  aban- 
doned his  religious  profession,  and  remains  a  melancho- 
ly  example  either  of  successful  hypocrisy  or  of  wonil 
apostacy.  He  was  suspected  of  being  concerned  in  the 
ill-fated  expedition  of  Col.  Aaron  Burr,  although  noth- 
ing wai  proved  aguost  him.    At  that  tune  be  was  a 

L.;|-z<,.l:,  Google 


fiS9  Seiolo  Astociation. 

Senator  in  Congress,  vfaere  he  was  impeached  and  9^ 
quitted.  He  had  become  very  remiss  in  the  duties  of 
his  station  before  he  arose  to  the  senatorial  rank ;  but 
this,  with  the  Burr  affair,  seems  to  have  completed  hU 
downfal.  He  had  acquired  a  large  estate,  but  Provi- 
dence frowned  upoo  him,  and  he  lost  it  by  various 
means ;  and  he  has  now  become  a  poor,  apuctate, 
wretched  man,  and  Uves  somewhere  among  tne  Span- 
iards in  West-Florida.  The  church  b  now  supplied  by 
Mr.  WilUam  Jones,  a  native  of  Wales,  but  who  remov- 
ed hither  irom  the  back  part  of  the  State  of  New>York. 

Of  the  other  churches  in  this  connexion,  1  have-  not 
gained  sufficient  information,  to  say  much  respecting 
them.  They  were  formed  in  a  gradual  way,  mostly  or 
Baptist  members,  who  emigrated  from  other  parts. 

Notliing  very  remarkable  has  occurred  in  the  progress 
of  the  Miami  Association  ; '  its  circumstances  have  gene- 
rally been  prosperous,  and  in  the  time  of  the  great  re- 
vival, it  experienced  considerable  enlargement.  The- 
church  at  Columbia  received  the  addition  of  ninety 
members  in  one  year.  This  Association  has  correspond- 
ed with  the  Philadelphia  ^ce  1 800.  Attempts  have  ak 
so  been  made  to  open  a  correspondence  with  some  ot 
the  Associations  in  Kentucky,  a  number  of  which  are 
sufficiently  near ;  but  the  prevailing  prejudices  on  the 
part  of  the  Ohio  brethren  have  hitherto  prevented  that 
profitable  intercourse,  which  is  usually  maintained  by 
ii^ghbouring  Associations. 

A  division  of  this  Association  took  place  by  agreement 
in  1S09,  and  a  new  Association  was  formed  from  it  by 
the  name  of  White  Water,  the  history  of  which  will  be 
given  in  the  account  of  the  Indiana  Territory. 

SCIOTO    ASSOCIATIOK. 

This  Association  is  in  a  central  part  of  the  State,  and 
was  formed  in  1805.  It  contained  at  the  time  of  its 
constitution  only  four  churches,  but  it  has  since  consid- 
erably increased.  It  is  situated  on  both  sides  of  the 
beautiful  Scioto  River,  from  which  the  Association  takes 
its  name,  Mid  a  number  of  the  churches  are  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood'of  Chilicothe.  The  church  at  Ames  was  con- 
5tittited  in  ISOO ;  it  is  composed  of  people  mostly  from 
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Mew-England,  and  was  the  firat  church  which  was  gath- 
ered  witoin  the  bounds  of  the  Association.  The  Ger- 
man or  High  Dutch  church  at  Pleasant  Run,  in  the  coun< 
ty  of  Fairfield,  and  near  the  town  of  New-Lanca»ter,  i» 
the  most  distinguished  on  some  accounts  of  any  one  in 
thi<  Association,  and  is  remarkaUe  for  having  emigrated 
from  Virginia,  to  its  present  ntuation,  in  a  church  capac- 
ity. In  1801,  six  luniilies,  among  whom  were  fifteen 
church  members,  removed  from  Virginia,  and  in  the 
wilderness  of  Ohio  began  the  settlement,  which  is  now 
pleasant  and  flourishing.  A  number  of  others  have  since 
followed ;  some  English  people  have  also  united  with 
them  ;  so  that  their  church  in  1809  contained  upwards 
of  seventy  members.  The  German  brethren,  who  took 
the  lead  in  forming  this  church,  came  principally  from 
Rockingham  county,  and  the  church,  which  they  trans- 
ported to  Ohio,  was  constituted  iu  Virginia  about  17^0- 
It  came  out  from  what  was  called  the  White-House 
church  in  the  county  of  Shenandoah.  The  members  of" 
this  church,  in  Kentucky,  would  be  called  rigid  Eman- 
cipators i  they  were  constituted  on  their  present  princi- 
ples in  ^^^ginia,  and  carried  their  opposition  to  slavery 
so  far  as  to  resolve,  that  they  would  hold  no  slaves  them- 
selves, nor  have  any  communion  or  visible  fellowship 
with  their  brethren  who  did.  On  account  of  these  prin- 
ciples, they  were  subjected  to  many  inconveniences  in 
their  native  State,  which  led  them  to  seek  an  asylum  in 
the  wilderness,  where  they  might  enjoy  unembarrassed- 
and  unreproacbed  the  free  exercise  of  principles  which 
they  held  most  dear.'  They  settled  on  a  very  fertile 
tract  of  land,  and  are  an  industrious  and  happy  commu- 
nity. The  church  is  supplied  by  three  preachers,  whose 
names  are  Lewis  Sites,  Samuel  Comer,  and  Martin  Cof. 
man,  who  [H-each  both  in  German  and  English.  When 
the  congregation  is  mostly  made  up  of  German  people, 
they  preach  in  the  German  lansuage,  and  in  the  English 
when  it  is  otherwise  ;  and  besides  supplying  their  own 
church,  these  respectable  preachers  travel  and  labour 
much  in  the  surrounding  settlements,  and  with  the  young 
and  destitute  churthea.  This  account  of  the  German 
church  wait  made  out  when  I  visited  it  in  1  S()9.  What 
^Iterations  have  taken  place  in  it  since,  I  have  not  heard. 
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BEAVER  ASSOCIATION. 

In  1808^  the  churche9  t>i  Providence,  HopewelI»  Che. 
BangO}  New-LUbOhi  Warren^  dod  Little  Beaver,  ifiost  o£ 
whKh  were  of  recent  origin,  were  dismi^ed  from  the 
Red-StOne  Association,  afid  were  shortly  afterwards 
formed  Into  the  obe  we  now  have  in  view,  which  receiv- 
ed its  name  from  a  creek^  whif^h  empties  into  the  Ohio 
River  from  the  north,  about  thirty  miles  below  Pittsburg. 
The  cbufchba  in  this  Asflociatioe  are  pMtly  in  Ohio  and 
partly  in  Pennaylvania.  Some  of  thtm  wfcre  raised  up 
by  David  Phillips,  Henry  Fraser,  afid  some  other  minis- 
ters belonging  to  the  Redstone  AastxuBtion  i  bat  the  most 
extensive  and  successful  labourer  in  this  part  of  the 
vineyard,  is  Mr.  Thomas  G.  Jonta,  a  native  of  Wales, 
who  settled  here  a  few  years  since.  Mr.  Jones  has  been 
employed  as  a  Missionary  a  part  of  the  time  by  the 
Phjla^lpbia  Missionary  Board  ;  and  by  a  divine  blessing 
6a  his  labours,  many  have  been  turned  to  the  IiOrd,  and 
a  number  of  flourishing  churches  established. 

This  account  of  the  Beavfer  Association  I  received 
from  Mr.  David  Phillips^  near  Pittsburg,  in  1809.  I  have 
written  a  number  of  letters  for  further  information^  bu£ 
none  has  been  communicated. 

Besides  the  churches  in  these  Associatious,  there  are 
many  others  in  this  Slate,  which,  on  account  of  their 
scattered  and  remote  situations,  do  not  belong  to  any 
associate  connesion. 

A»    ACCOUNT    OT    TH«    BAPTlSts    IN  THE    TERklTORIAt. 
OOVBRNMENT3. 

Besides  the  three  States  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Ten- 
nessee, there  were,  before  the  State  of  Orleans  was  form- 
idf  beyond  the  Alleghany  mountains,  six  territorial  gov- 
ernments. Three  of  these,  viz.  the  Indiana,  the  BHnois, 
and  Michigan,  together  with  the  State  of  Ohio,  are  sub- 
divisions of  that  extensive  tnrct  of  coanofy,  ftm)(i«ly 
called  the  North-Weatern  Territory. 

The  Missisippi  Territory,  which  was  fofmerly  indu«- 
ded  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  lies  between  that  State  and 
the  river  from  which  it  recdred  its  name.  liie  Lottf^ 
«ana  and  Orleans  T»-rit(Mies,  tlie  Jast  of  which  bM  lately 


beeo  admitted  the  eighteeptj)  St^te  'm  ths  Union,  com- 
prehend that  extensive  tract  kpown  by  the  nauie  of  the 
Louisiana  Country,  which  wjs  lately  purchased  by  the 
United  States,  of  rrancc,  about  which  politicians,  many  of 
whom  knew  not  whether  it  was  on  the  Western  or  Ea^t^ro 
Continent,  have  h^i  so  much  talk  and  dispmstipq. 

All  these  territories  are  rapidly  settling  by  emigrants 
from  almost  every  part  of  the  United  Stales ;  in  mos{ 
of  them  Baptist  churclies  have  been  fstablished,  and 
throughout  all  of  them  Baptist  ^tnilies  are  more  or  lenj 
scattered  r  bvt  I  have  found  it  dil^cglt  to  gain  sufficient 
information  of  these  remote  and  wide-spread  regjpns,  to 
be  able  to  give  much  account  of  our  brethren  in  them  : 
the  following  statements,  hpwaver,  1  beh^ye  may  be  d^ 
pended  upon  as  correct. 

The  Indiana  Territory  lies  west  of  th.e  State  of  Ohio, 
from  which  it  is  separated  by  9  line  running  north  ans 
(touth.  It  is  bounded  eoflth  by  tfae  Ohio  Rivpr,  north 
by  the  Michigan  Lake  and  Territory. 

In  this  Territory  there  are  three  Asso(jations,  and  9 
considerable  nunaber  of  churches  whif^b  ar^  upt  ;iesoc)j> 
ated. 

WHITS  WATSft  APSOPIATIPIfi 

This  AModatioa  was  fonned  by  a  diviiiioR  of  the 
Miami,  in  1809.  It  commenced  with  nise  churefaes,  and 
liiB  now  increased  to  dev«n.  It  is  a  small  body^  but 
is  weU  sUppKed  with  preachers,  who  ar«  wdl  Bpokee  of 
as  men  of  al^ty  and  usefulness.  A  few  of  the  churches 
is  thu  cooBcnon  are  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  but  most  of 
the«  are  ia  the  lodiam  Territuy. 

WABASH  AS80CIATI0K- 

This  was  also  formed  in  1 809,  of  five  cluircbes,  ip  aU 
which  there  were  but  a  little  more  thaii  eighty  members  ; 
but  in  about  two  years  many  new  churches  were  added 
to  it,  aod  its  psjBbfF  of  members  amounted  to  over, 
eight  hundred.  But  many  of  them  have  probably  be«i 
scattered  by  the  troubles  of  the  present  Indian  War. 
At  the  beguming  of  this  Aissocia^tion  it  contained  only 
two  ministers,  whose  names  were  Alexander  Deveo  and 
IsaacM^Coy.  Itschurchesareon  the  Wal^sh  Rt}r«',ao4 
Eome  of  them  near  the  town  of  Vinceunes. 


^6*         Sitver  Creek,  ami  Missuippi  Atsociaimt. 

SILVBB.    CREEK    ASSOCIATION. 

This  Association  was  formed  in  1811,  of  nine  small 
churches,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Long  Run 
Association  in  Kentucky.  It  is  situated  pear  the  falls  of 
the  Ohio. 

The  Illinois  Territory  was  formed  but  a  few  years 
^nce,  by  a  division  of  the  Indiana,  and  lies  between  that 
and  the  Missisippi  River.  About  ld07  or  1808,  an 
Association,  the  name  of  which  I  have  not  learnt,  was 
formed  of  churches,  which  were  situated  on  the  Missisip- 
pi,  some  in  this  Territory,  and  a  few  over  in  the  Lomsi- 
ana  country.  In  1809,  it  had  increased  to  ten  churches, 
eight  or  ten  ministers,  and  about  two  hundred  members. 
On  what  part  of  the  Missisippi  River  these  churches 
were  situated,  I  have  not  been  informed ;  but  they  must 
have  been  somewhere  between  the  mouths  of  the  Ohio 
and  Missouri.  This  Association  travelled  in  union  but 
a  short  time.  Disputes  about  slavery  were  introduced 
in  it,  and  effected  iu  division  in  1809.  Three  churches 
maintained  the  holding  of  slaves,  and  the  rest  opposed 
it.  Disputes  rose  so  high,  that  they  could  no  longer 
travel  in  fellowship ;  they,  however,  agreed  to  part  in 
peace,  and  accordingly  the  Association  was  dissolved. 
What  has  been  the  progress  of  the  Baptist  cause  in  this 
region  since  that  period,  1  have  not  learned. 

There  are  many  Baptists  scattered  throughout  the 
Lotu^ana  country,  but  I  conclude  there  are  not  many 
churches. 

In  Kentucky,  I  saw  a  Baptist  family,  which  was  about 
moving  a  considerable  distance  up  the  Missouri,  where, 
they  were  informed,  were  many  of  their  brethren,  and 
it  is  probable  a  church  or  churches  have  been  established 
there  before  this  time.  But  these  people  must  all  be  ib 
an  uncomfortable  situation,  on  account  of  the  barbarous 
depredations  of  the  Indians. 

MISSISIPPI    ASSOCIATION. 

This  Association,  I  conclude,  was  formed  about  1807. 
It  now  contains  about  twelve  churches,  many  of  which 
are  situated  at  no  great  distance  from  the  Natchez,  and 
some  of  the  members  of  one  of  the  churches  reside  in 
that  town. 
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The  Baptists  by  whom  these  churches  were  i^ted» 
em^rated  mostly  from  Georgia  and  South-Carolinx 

"niere  are  a  very  few  Bapustg  in  the  city  of  New-Or* 
leans.  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Reis,  from  Nova-Scotia,  lately 
spent  about  six  months  in  preaching  there.  Most  of  thit 
inhabitants  of  this  dty  speak  the  French  language,  in 
which  Mr.  Reis  was  brought  up,  as  he  was  bom  in  Fans* 
and  lived  there  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  His. 
preaching  here  was  well  attended  j  and  since  he  left  the 
dty,  we  are  informed  that  a  religious  stir  of  con»derable 
extent  has  taken  place. 

Thus  we  have  endeavoured  to  describe  the  progress 
'and  drcumstances  of  the  Baptists  throughout  the  great 
American  Continent.  "We  see  that  their  pni^ess  hai 
been  great,  and  that  they  have  extended  their  commu- 
nion over  a  vast  extent  of  country  from  Nova-Scotia  to 
New.Orleans.  A  number  of  miscellaneous  artidos  re- 
main yet  to  be  given  ;  but  before  we  proceed  to  them» 
we  shall  insert  a  number  of  biographical  sketches,  whidi 
will  be  arranged  in  alphabetical  orders 


34. 
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CHAP.  XVit 

ii«graphical  Accounts  ef  a  Number  of  Cbaradeft^  lohoitWs- 
tory  could  n»t  be  wit/j  convemence  imeried  elsewhere. 

John  Ast>luHt).*-^— This  stogulat-  ttan  it,  on  account 

of  his  estttnsive  travel*,  vety  gcherally  kflowii  thfoughool 
Ac  ■ynited  States.  AccotTfirig  to  fcfortnalloh  deceived 
from  Mr.  John  Leiafld,  he  was  born  hi  the  rnteriour  «f 
Sweden.  He  was  bred  to  the  mercantile  busiiteis,  went 
10  England  ^ut  the  bcgitinittg  of  the  American  war, 
where  he  attbd  lome  time  as  tierk  in  a  ttore.  He  was 
either  pressed  or  entered  voluntarily  into  Ihe  Bt-itiBh  naval 
Service,  Which  he  deserted  on  the  American  coast,  and 
made  hi*  way  into  North-Carolba.  There,  about  l?82* 
he  embraced  rciJgton,  and  was  bapHaed  by  David  Walsh. 
Soon  after,  he  joined  the  South-Hampton  church  in  Virgin- 
ia, then  untler  the  care  of  Da.vid  BarrbW.  About  178^, 
he  went  back  to  his  native  country^  visited  England,  t)ea<- 
mark,  Finland,  Lapland,  Germany,  and  returned  to  Vir- 
ginia. Not  long  aiter  his  return,  he  began  to  make  prep* 
aratioDS  for  his  Register  of  the  Baptist  churches  in  Amert< 
ca,  which  he  published  in  a  small  quarto  pamphlet  in  1791. 
This  work  cost  him  about  seven  thousand  miles  travel, 
chiefly  on  foot,  which  mode  of  travelling  he  seems  to  have 
preferred.  After  this,  Mr.  Asplund  travelled  ten  thou- 
sand miles  more,  and  published  a  second  Register  in  179(. 
By  this  time  he  had  become  personalty  acquainted  with 
seven  hundred  ministers  of  the  Baptist  denomination.  Mr. 
Asplund  was  a  preacher  of  no  great  gifts,  but  was  gene- 
rally respected  for  a  number  of  years.  But  at  length  he 
got  entangled  with  land  speculation,  for  which  he  was  al- 
together unqualified.  Some  other  things  of  an  uniavour- 
able  nature  exposed  him  to  the  censures  of  his  brethren. 
The  latter  part  of  his  life  vras  spent  on  the  eastern  shore 
of  Maryland,  and  there  be  was  drowned  from  a  canoe,  in 
fishing  Creek,  in  1807.  He  left  a  wife  and  one  child. 
The  Baptist  churches  in  America  have  reason  to  respect 
the  memory  of  this  diligent  inquirer  into  their  number, 
origin,  character,  &c.  His  Register  has  been  of  peculiar 
service  in  Uie  preparation  of  this  work. 
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I&AAC  BAcv:ua,  a.m.—..  It  is  mvch  to  be  lanKnted,  that 
he  vrho  took  such  unwearied  pains  to  record  thf  livQi  of 
others,  has  found  no  one  auioqg  all  his  friends  to  write 
his  own.  Mr,  Backus  was  pne  of  the  mos^  useful  minis- 
ters, that  has  ever  appeared  among  the  American  ^^tptistL 
For  about  fifty  years  he  was  a  laborious  servant  of  their 
churches^  and  a  cousiderable  part  of  about  thirty  of  the 
last  of  them,  w^  devoted  to  historical  pursuits.  This 
excellent  man  still  Kves  in  the  memory  of  thousand;  of 
his  brettu'en }  but  scarcely  any  biographical  sketches  of 
his  life  are  preserved,  except  what  are  found  in  his  own 
writings.  The  author  of  this  work  never  savf  him  but 
once,  of  course  he  knovs  but  little  about  him,  except  froqi 
report.  He,  has  solicited  those,  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  this  renowned  father  for  many  years,  to  drayr  a  chara^ 
teristick  portrait,  which  should  set  id  a  proper  light  his  dis- 
tinguished merit.  But  as  no  ope  has  been  found  to  pay 
this  tribute  of  respect,  all  that  can  be  now  done  is  to  col- 
lect a  few  incidents  of  his  life  from  his  publick  writmgs 
and  his  voluminous  journals  and  diaries. 

Mr.  Backus  was  born  at  Norwich,  Copnectictjit,  Jan.  9, 
1724.  His  parents  were  pious  and  respectable  mambets 
of  the  Pedobaptist  church  in  that  town,  by  whofn  he  vas 
brought  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord. 
His  mother  was  a  descendant  of  the  fapiily  of  Wifi^wf , 
who  came  over  to  Plymouth  in  I6eo }  his  iaxhw 
sprung  from  one  of  the  first  Planters  in  Norwich.  In 
tne  liew'Ligbt  Stir,  in  Whltefield's  time,  some  of  Mr. 
Backus's  connexions  united  with  the  Separates,  for 
which  they  were  harassed  and  persecuted  by  the  ruling 
party.  His  pipther,  when  a  widow,  and  some  more  pt 
his  relatives,  were  cast  into  prison  for  adopting  relisiovs 
principles  contrary  to  law.  It  was  In  the  midst  of  the 
i^-IJgbt  Stiry  that  the  subject  of  this  inemoir  was 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  to  the  J^th  year 
of  his  age.  He  united  with  a  Pedobaptist  church  in  lus 
native  town,  and  b^an  in  the  ministry  i^  1 74&  About 
two  years  after,  he  was  ordained  pastpr  of  a  chur(;h  in 
Middleborough  of  the  same  persuasion.  In  this  towp, 
he  spent  sixty  years  of  his  useful  life.  In  1749,  he  ^^u 
married  to  Susanna  Mason  of  Rehobotb,  wjth  whom  he 
lived  In  the  greatest  harmony  ahout  fifty.i)De  years. 
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She,  zccordiag  to  his  own  words,  "  was  the  gmtcit 
earthly  blessing  wMch  God  ever  gave  him."  As  yet  Mr. 
Bactiis  was  a  Fedobaptist  of  the  Separate  order,'  and 
the  church,  of  which  he  was  pastor,  was  of  the  same 
character.  They  experienced  blessings  from  the  Lord, 
but  persecutions  from  men.  The  publicans  of  the  par-* 
ish  soon  began  to  distress  them  for  the  support  of  their 
worship.  Mr.  Backus,  among  the  rest,  was  taxed, 
seized,  and  imprisoned  a  ^ort  time,  and  then  release 
ed  without  paying  the  tax,  or  coming  to  any  com* 
promise.  Disputes  respecting  bwtism  were  ^tated  in 
this  church  about  this  time,  which  were  continued  a 
number  of  years,  and  some  of  the  members  were  coii- 
strained  from  time  to  time  to  go  into  the  water.  To 
1751,  Mr.  B.  was  himself  baptized,  with  six  of  his 
members,  by  Elder  Fierce,  of  Warwick,  Rhode-Island. 
From  this  period  until  1756,  this  charcb  practised  open 
coramuniop,  but  in  that  year  those  who  had  become  Bap- 
tists came  out  and  formed  a  church  upon  the  gospel 
plan,  and  Mr.  Backus  became  its  pastor.  This  was  the 
nineteenth  Baptist  church  in  the  Uiree  States  of  Masssu 
chusetts,  New-.Ham[»hire,  and  Vermont.  From  thi$ 
date  to  the  death  of  this  venerable  man  was  a  period  of 
about  fifty  years.  Nothing  remarkable  appears  to  have 
occurred  in  the  disdiarge  n  his  pastoral  duties  \  but  the 
P^t  which  he  took  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  Baptist 
diurches,  furnishes  a  number  of  incident^  which  ought 
to  be  recorded. 

Mr.  Backus  early  imbibed  a  settled  aversion  to  civil  co? 
ercion  in  rell^ous  concerns ;  he  was  taught  its  iniquity 
both  by  experience  and  observation ;  and  few  men  have 
exerted  themselves  more  thui  he  in  the  su^wrt  of  the 
9qual  rights  of  Christians.  In  1772,  he  was  chosen  an 
agent  for  the  Baptist  churches  in  Massachusetts,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Davis,  formerly  pastor  of  the  second  church 
in  Boston,  then  lately  deceased.  This  agency  was  mere- 
ly in  civil  affairs,  and  was  ei^cuted  by  him,  who  wa^ 
entrusted  it,  with  much  atnlity,  and  to  some  effect.  Our 
brethren  in  this  government  were  then  so  continually 
harassed  for  the  support  of  the  estabBshed  clergy,  that 
they  found  it  necessary  to  have  some  one  upon  the 
^t(h,  to  advise  on  sudden  emergencies,  and  to  afibrd 
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aaa'Btance  to  those  who  were  in  trouble.  Their  great 
object  W33  to  obtain  the  estabKshment  of  equal  religious 
liberty  in  the  land,  which  the  predominant  party  were 
detennined  to  prevent.  About  a  year  before  Mr.  Backus 
accepted  the  agency  of  the  churches,  he  was  requested 
to  write  their  history,  which  he  accordingly  set  about, 
and  published  his  first  volume  in  1777. 

When  the  disputes  came  on,  which  terminated  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  the  Independence  of  the  United 
3tate&,  the  Baptists  united  with  the  rest  of  the  American 
pet^le  in  resisting  the  arbitrary  claims  of  Great>Britain  ; 
but  it  seemed  to  them  uureasmable  that  they  should  be 
called  upon  to  contend  for  dvil  liberty,  if  after  it  was 
gained,  they  should  still  be  exposed  to  oppression  in  re- 
Ugious  concerns.  When,  therefore,  the-  first  Continen- 
tal Congresi  met  in  Philadelphia,  the  Warren  Associa- 
tion, viewing  //  as  the  highest  dvil  resort,  agreed  to  send 
^r.  Backus  as  their  agent  to  that  convention, "  there 
to  follow  the  best  advice  he  could  obtain,  to  procure 
some  influence  from  thence  in  thdr  favour.**  When 
Jte  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  the  Association  there  appoint- 
ed a  large  committee,  of  whom  Dr.  Samuel  Jones  was 
one,  to  asnst  their  New-Eogland  brethren.  "  But  our 
endeavours,'*  says  Dr.  Jones,  "  availed  us  nothing.  One 
of  them  told  us,  that  if  we  meant  to  effect  a  change  in 
their  measures  respecting  religion,  we  might  as  well  at- 
tempt to  change  the  course  of  the  sun  in  the  heavens."' 

Mr.  Backus,  failing  of  success  at  Philadelphia,  on  hia 
feturn  met  the  Baptist  committee  at  Boston,  by  whose 
advice  a  memorial  of  their  grievances  was  drawn  up,  and 
iud  before  the  next  Congress  at  Cambridge,  near  Boston, 
to  which  the  following  answer  was  returned : 

**  In  Provincial  CongreiSt  Cambridge,  Dec,  9,  J  774. 

**  On  reading  the  memorial  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Backus, 
agent  to  the  Baptist  churches  in  this  government : 

*' i?Wfl/i;#rf,  That  the  establishment  of- ci\'il  and  relig- 
ious liberty,  to  each   denomination  in  the  province,  is 

*  Ceiiliin-  Sermon,  Sec.  p.  1*.  ^^^letllCT  ihis  stroni;  fxpression  was  made 
MTioasly  liy  a  Majisncliusetta  member,  or  imiically  by  <ine  fvrim  -mme  nthtr 
i^tatr,  I  am  not  Mire.  But  it  n  certain  frutn  Mr.  Bdcfcus's  iiccumt.  that  the 
\tassach  (Melts  Delt^m  were  peculiarij'  inseirsible  M  the  cimiiliiima  of  the- 
eppnwcd  Baptists. 
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the  sincere  wish  of  this .  Cangres& ;  but  bciog  by  no 
means  vested  with  powers  of  civil  governmoDt,  whereby 
they  cau  redress  the  grievances  of  »ny  person  whatever  > 
they  therefore  recommeiul  to  the  Baptist  churches, 
that  when  a  General  Assembly  shall  be  convened  in 
this  colony,  they  lay  the  real  grievances  of  said  churches 
before  the  satne,  when  and  where  their  petition  will 
most  certainty  meet  with  all  that  attentioo  due  to  the 
memorial  of  a  denomination  of  Christians,  so  well  dis- 
posed to  the  publlck  weal  of  their  country. 
•*  By  order  ef  the  Co^eu^ 

"JOHN  HANCOCK,  President. 
**  A  true  extract  from  the  Minutest 
"  JoHH  Lincoln,  Secretary." 

Such  an  Assembly  as  is  here  mentioned,  convened  at 
Watertown,  July  1775,  to  which  our  brethren  presented 
another  memorial,  in  which  they  said,  "  Our  real  griev- 
ances are,  that  we,  as  well  as  our  fathers,  have  from  time 
to  time  been  taxed  on  religious  accounts  where  we  were 
not  represented ;  and  when  we  have  sued  for  our  rights, 
our  causes  have  been  tried  by  interested  judges.  That 
the  Representatives  in  former  Assemblies,  as  well  as  the 
present,  were  elected  by  virtue  only  of  dvil  and  worldly 
qualifications,  is  a  truth  so  evident,  that  we  presume  it 
tieed  not  be  proved  to  this  Assembly  ^  and  for  a  civil 
Legislature  to  impose  religious  taxes,  is,  we  conceive,  a 
power  which  their  constituents  never  had  to  give,  and 
IS,  therefore,  going  entirely  out  of  their  jurisdiction. 
Under  the  le^  dispensation,  where  God  nimself  pre. 
scribed  the  exact  proportion  of  what  the  people  were  to 
give,  yet  none  but  persons  of  the  worst  diaracters  ever 
atten:^)ted  to  lake  it  by  force.  How  daring  then  must  it 
be  for  any  to  do  it  for  Christ's  ministers,  who  says.  My 
kingdom  is  not  of  ibis  world  !  We  beseech  this  honorable 
Assembly  to  take  these  matters  into  their  wise  and  seri- 
ous consideration  before  Him,  who  has  said.  With  what 
measure  ye  mete  it  shall  be  measured  to  you  again.  Is  not  all 
America  now  appealing  to  Heaven,  against  the  injustice 
of  being  taxed  where  we  are  not  represented,  and  against 
being  judged  by  men,  who  are  interested  in  getUng 
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away  our  money  ?  And  will  Heaven  approve  of  your 
(fo/fff  Ihe  same  thmg  to  yoflT  fellow  servants !  No,  surely. 
We  have  no  desire  of  representing  this  government  as 
the  «rorst  nf  any  who  have  imposed  religious  taxes ;  we 
ftilly  believe  the  contrary.  Yet,  as  we  are  persuaded 
that  an  entire  freedom  from  being  taxed  by  civil  rulers 
to  religious  warship,  is  not  a  mere  fnvour,  from  any 
man  or  men  in  the  world,  but  a  right  and  property  grant- 
ed us  by  God,  who  commands  us  to  ttandfast  in  it,  we 
have  not  only  the  same  re^on  to  re&se  an  acknowledgii 
ment  of  such  a  taxing  power  here,  as  America  has  ths 
abovesaid  power,  but  also,  according  to  our  present  light, 
we  should  wrong  our  Consciences  in  allowing  that  pow- 
er to  men,  which  *e  believe  belongs  only  to  God." 

This  memorial  was  read  in  the  Assembly,  and  after 
laying  a  week  on  the  table,  was  read  again,  debated  upon, 
and  referred  to  a  committee,  who  reported  favourably. 
A  bill  was  finally  brought  in,  in  favour  of  the  petitions, 
read  once,  and  a  time  set  for  its  second  reading ;  but 
their  otber  business  crowded  in,  and  nothing  more  was 
done  about  it.  In  this  manner  have  the  Baptists  always 
been  shtiflted  out  of  their  rights.  After  this,  they  made 
a  number  of  attempts  to  gel  some  security  for  their  free- 
dom from  religious  oppression,  but  none  was  ever  for- 
m^y  given  them.  They  had  many  ^r  promises,  which 
were  never  fulfilled ;  and  when  the  State  Constitution 
was  formed,  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  mode  to  look  one 
way,  but  priests  and  constables  have  gone  another.  The 
first  article  of  the  Bill  of  R-tghts  deaares  "  All  men  are 
born  free  and  equal,  and  have  certain  natural,  essential, 
and  unalienable  rights,"  &c.  The  second  declares,  *^  No 
subject  shall  be  hurt,  molested,  or  restrained,  in  his^fr- 
jon,  liberty  or  estattj  for  Kvorshipping  God  in  the  manner 
and  season  most  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  con.- 
science,"  &c. 

But  notwithstanding  all  these  declarations,  many  have 
been  molested  and  restrained  in  their  ffrjonSy  Hhertiet,  and 
eslatet,  on  religious  accounts. 

These  things  we  have  thought  proper  to  insert  in  Mr. 
Backus's  biography.  He  was  undoubtedly  the  draughts- 
man of  some  of  tlie  memorials  of  his  brethren,  and  he 
was  certunly  the  able  and  undaunted  expositor  of  them 
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aH.  Uk  •vAkoie  soul  wis  ^gi^ad  in  the  pwMecation  of 
his  ^ncy ;  iosumuch  that  he  became  the  champion  of 
non-confonnky  in  Eng^d,  and  was,  on  that  account* 
much  vilified  and  abused  by  the  established  party. 

When  he  watted  oa  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  he 
was  accused  of  goiog  there  on  purpose  to  attempt  to 
Iveak  the  union  oa  the  ccrionies.  The  news-papers 
abounded  with  pietts  against  him,  some  of  which  he  an« 
swered,  and  others  he  treated  as  beneath  his  notice.  In 
one,  he  was  threatened  with  a  halter  and  the  gallows  ; 
but  he  had  been  too  long  inured  to  the  war,  to  be  ter- 
rified by  such  impotent  threats. 

In  1789,  Mr.  Backus  took  a  journey  into  Vir^nta  and 
North-Carolina,  in  wluch  he  was  cone  about  six  months, 

{reached  a  hundred  and  twenty.8ix  sermons,  and  travel- 
ed by  land  and  water  going  and  coming  over  three 
thousand  miles.  This  journey  was  undertaken  in  conse- 
quence of  a  request  from  the  southern  brethren,  for  some 
one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Warren  Assodattoo  to  come 
and  assist  them,  in  the  great  field  of  labour  which  was 
then  opened  before  them. 

These  sketches  give  us  some  view  of  Mr.  Backus's  la- 
bours abroad  ;  the  foDowing  list  of  his  writings  will  in- 
form the  reader  how  he  employed  his  Ume  at  home. 
'  This  list  was  made  out  by  himself  and  was  found 
among  his  papers. 

Hi*  fint  puUicatku  was  a  IXtcourae  m  the  Eternal  CaU  to  preacb  tlw 
G<«>el,  in  1?J4 

3d.    A  ScrmcD  on  Galatiaiu,  n 
dren  ^ftlte  6oml-vojmin,  but  o/th  , 

3d.    A  Sermon  m  Acta  xin.  27.    1763. 

*h.    A  LcUCT  to  Mr.  Lord.    1764. 

5th.    A  Sermon  on  Prayer.    1765. 

fitli.    A  Discoine  cm  Faith.     1767, 

rth.    An  Answer  to  Mr.  fish.     1768. 

Stb.    A  SL-rmou  en  his  Motlker'a  Death.    1769. 

9th.  A  aecond  edkiw  ai  his  Senwn  co  GalatiaDa  !V.  31,  irith  ut  Aatmr 
Id  Mr.  Prathinghtun.    177a 

10th.    A  Plea  fnr  t^>erty  d  Coracknce.    177a 

lltt.    SovereiKO  Grace  vindicated.    1771. 

13tfa.    A  Letter  concemins  T^xea  to  s 

13th.    A  Sermcn  at  the  ordinalifln  i£  A 
.     Mtfa.    A  Reply  to  Mr.  Hotly.    1773. 

13th.    A  Keplj  to  Mr.  Fiah.    ITTl 

16th.    An  AppealtothePubSckiaDefenceofReUriousLibsT^.    ITfS.  ' 

17th.    ALetterontheDecreea.    1773. 

ISth.    AIIiatacycftheB^MutB,lviiL    1777. 

19th.    Goveniment  and  uberty  described.    I77B. 
-    SOth.    ARecvupniBapiisDi.    1779.  i 

UaL   True  Po&cy  Ki]Uirea  Eqqsl  Bdigiaai  U>er^.   1779. 
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no.    Jto  AppaJlo  the  Peopte  of  Mawaohmttti  agatot  MUmn  Power. 
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23d.    Truth  is  EmW  nnd  will  prev^.    1781. 

34th.    The  Ugame  ot'  UntTerTBl  Kulvatim  examined  and  irAitai    1^83. 
2.ith.    A  Door  opened  for  Christian  Liberty.    1783. 
aeth.    A  Hiatory  of  the  Baptists.  vd.n.     1784.' 

2rth.    GndUnesi  raduiks  Slavery,  in  Answer  to  ](to  CkavcUDd.    17S5. 
•2%Xh.    The  Testimony  of  the  'I'wci  Wiinesses.     1?S6, 
39tiL    An  Add«tstoNew-Engiand.    1787. 
30th.    All  Answer  to  Hemmele  cm  the  Atonement.    ITSTi 
31sL    A  Ficcc  on  Discipline.    ir87. 

S2d.    An  Ariswer  to  Weslty  on  Elrctian  bdcI  Persevenuice.    1780. 
.  SSd.    On  the  Supt)on  of  Gncpel  Minhncn.     ITQa 
34th.    AnEssayUitheKinpIomofGM.    179Z 
Ssth.    A  HtUory  of  the  Baptists,  vol  IIL    1796. 

36th.  Aaecondedicionof his!ienn<ncntheDeatbofhisMath^:  bwhich 
Wasadtted  a  Sliort  Accoimt  rfhis  Wife,  who  died  in  ISgo.    PuWished  1803. 

Most  of  the  pieces  in  the  foregoing  list  were  small ; 
but  a  number  of  them,  besides  his  History,  were  consid- 
erably large. 

In  1800,  our  historian  published  in  a  sitiatl  octavo  voU 
ume.  An  Abridgment  of  his  History  of  the  Baptists; 
and  in  )805,  the  year  before  his  death,  he  published  a 
discourse  under  the  title  of  A  Great  Faith  described. 
After  this  he  wrote  a  Sermon  on  the  Kingdom  of  Christ, 
which  has  not  yet  been  published.  Besides  these  publi- 
catioQs,  Mr.  Backus  wrote  a  number  of  Circular  Letters, 
and  inserted  a  large  number  of  pieces  in  different  publick 
prints.  These  news-paper  communications  were  not  up- 
on  the  common  political  topicks,  but  were  designed  to 
expose  ecclesiastical  oppressions,  and  to  defend  his  noble 
maxims  of  religious  freedom. 

This  distinguished  man  finished  his  earthly  course 
with  great  composure,  November  20,  1806,  in  the  83d 

J^ear  of  his  age,  and  60th  of  his  miniatry.  He  had  been 
aid  by  from  his  publick  labours  a  few  months  previous 
to  his  death,  by  a  paralytick  stroke,  which  deprived  hinv 
of  his  speech  and  the  use  of  his  limbs.  But  his  reason 
was  continued  to  the  last ;  and  in  his  expiring  moments, 
he  manifested  an  entire  resignation  to  the  will  of  Heaven. 
He  left  behind  him  a  number  of  children,  all  of  whom 
are  respectable  members  of  society.  He  never  received 
much  from  his  people ;  but  by  the  blessing  of  Providence, 
he  had  accumulated  an  estate  of  considerable  value. 

It  is  presumed  that  but  a  few  Baptists  of  the  present 
day  are  sufficiently  sensible  how  much  they  are  indebted 
to  the  labours  of  tlu«  departed  champion  o£.  their  ^ust.. 
VOL.  2.  35 
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*'  As  a  preacher,  he  was  evangdical  luid  fhm.  Hii 
discourses,  though,  not  ornamented  with  the  rhetorick  of 
langiMge,  were  richly  stored  with  Scripture  truth."  His 
historical  works  contain  a  vast  fund  of  materials  of  the 
utmost  importance  towards  a  history  of  our  denom- 
ination,, which  must  have  sunk  into  oblivion,  had  it  not 
been  for  hi«  unwearied  eare. 

[Tlic  IbJlawiiiE  description,  Btc  wns  furnished  by -Rev.  Dr.B-iliIwin.] 

Mr.  Backus*s  personal  ^pearance  was  very  grave  and*- 
venerable.  He  was  not  far  from  six  feet  in  stature,  and 
in  the  latter  part  of  life  considerably  corpulent.  He  was 
naturally  modest  and  diffident ;  which  probably  led  him 
into  a  habit,  which  he  continued  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
of  shutting  his  eyes,  when  conversing  or  preaching  on  im- 
portant subjects.  His  voice  was  clear  and  distinct,  but 
rather  sharp  than  pleasant.  In  both  praying  and  preach- 
ing, he  often  appeared  to  be  favoured  with  such  a  degree 
of  divine  unction,  as  to  render  it  manifest ,  to  all  that 
God  was  with  him.  Few  men  have  more  uniformly  liv- 
ed and  acted  up  to  their  profession  than  Mr.  Backus. 
It  may  be  truly  said  of  him,  that  be  was  a  burning  ami 
fbining  light ;  and,  though  dead,  he  left  behind  him  thr 
gp^  name  which  is  better  than  premui  ointment. 


[This  biognipby  h  taken  tlmott  rerijatim  from  Scmpte's  H^ofy  oF  the  Vil^- 
EioiaBftptisis,  as  are  moat  of  ihote  which  fulluw  of  the  Virginiii  lirethren.] 

Elijah  Baker  was  born  in  17*2,  in  the  county  of 
Lunenburg,  of  honest  and  repntable,  but  not  opulent 
parents.  When  grown  to  the  years  of  maturity,  he 
was  much  addicted  to  frolicks  and  sports  of  all  sorts> 
Going  to  hear  Mr.  Jeremiah  Walker  preach,  he  be^ 
came  thoroughly  cwivinced  of  the  necessity  of  vital 
religion.  His  volatile  disposition,  nevertheless,  kept 
him  from  seeking  fiar  it.  However'  resolved  when 
nnder  preaching,  all  his  resolutions  would  fail  at  the- 
sound  of  a  fiddle,  or  the  cordial  invitation  of  his  pleas* 
ant,  butcamal  com|Kinions.  He  at  last  came  to  a  de- 
termination to  give  his  old  companions  one  more  SttA' 
ick,  and  then  rorsake  them  forever.  This  resolutron. 
he  kept,  and  was  no  more  to  be  found  among,  the  soa^- 
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«f  carnal  fdeasure.  He  listened  now,  not  to  the  niTisick 
<rf  the  violin,  but  to  suWimer  musick,  the  feithfijl  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel.  Thus,  rifing  up  the  world,  after  ma- 
ny previous  inefectual  eflorts,  his  convictions  aoon  be- 
came exceedingly  sharp  and  pungent.  Sometimes  he 
was  so  CQnvubed  as  not  to  be  able  to  stand.  Heaven 
ultimately  smiled  j  and  Mr.  B:^er  was  constrained  by 
the  love  of  God,  now  shed  abroad  in  his  heart,  to  make  a 
profession  of  grace,  and  was  baptized,  anno  1 769,  by 
Mr.  Samuel  Harris.  Illiterate  as  he  was,  he  immediate- 
ly commenced  publkk  speaking.  When  he  first  made  a 
profession,  he  was  remarked  for  being  often  cast  down 
with  doubts  respecting  the  reality  m  his  conversion. 
This,  however,  did  not  binder  him  from  making  great 
c3certions,  first  as  an  exhorter  and  singer^  and  then  as  a 
preacher.  Having  exhorted  about  twelve  months,  his 
first  labours  were  laid  out  chiefly  in  the  county  of  his  na- 
tivity, and  the  adjacent  ones,  where  he  was  happily  in- 
itrumental  in  planting  and  watering  several  churches. 
After  about  three  years,  he  gave  up  all  worldly  cares, 
and  devoted  his  whole  time  to  preaching  and  other 
ministerial  duties.  About  1773*  he  began  to  stretch  hit 
lines,  and  to  travel  more  extensively.  Coming  down 
into  the  lower  end  of  Henrico,  he,  in  conjunction  with 
one  or  two  others,  planted  Boar  Swamp  church.  Then, 
ashisway  would  be  opened,  he  extended  his  labours  grad- 
ually downwards,  and  was  the  chief  instrument  in  plant- 
ing all  the  churches  in  the  counties  of  James  City,  Charles 
City,  York,&c.  Then  crossing  over  York  river  into  Glou- 
cester, preached  in  the  lower  end  of  thu  county  with  con- 
siderate success^  There  he  formed  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Thomas  £lliot,  then  a  resident  of  Gloucester,  bat 
who  had  not  long  before  moved  from  the  eastern  shore. 
Mr.  EUiot,  discovering  a  beauty  in  religion,  f^t  his  heart's 
desire  that  his  brethren  in  the  fle^  might  be  saved. 
Accordingly  in  the  spring  of  1 776,  they  set  sail,  and  arriv- 
ed on  the  eastern  shore  ot  Vir^nia,  on  Eatter  Sunday,  and 
went  immediately  to  churt^,  where  an  established  clergy- 
man waa  that  day  to  preach  and  administer  the  sacrament. 
After  waiting  for  some  time,  and  finding  the  minister 
did  not  come,  Mr.  Baker  t<M  the  people  that  he  would 
preach  for  them,  if  they  WHild  go  domi  to  the  road. 


276  Siograpby  af  Elijah  Baker, 

The  novelty  v£  the  scene  exdted  their  atteatibn,  and  the 
■  pec^le  went.  Mr.  B.  had  no  otfa«r  pulpit  than  the  end 
of  a  large  tree;  v^ch  having  mounted,  he  began  one 
of-  the  most  sncoesaful  ministerial  labours  that  has  fallen 
to  the  lot  of  any  man  in  Virginia.  Many  wondered  ; 
some  mocked ;  and  a  few  were  seriously  wrought  uponw 
He  continued  his  miniscratious  from  house  to  bouae,  for 
several  days ;  and  when  he  left  them  he  appointed  to 
return  again  at  Whitsuntide.  At  his  second  visit,  he 
was  accompanied  by  his  broths  Leonard,  who  was  at 
that  time  only  an  exhorter.  When  they  arrived,  they 
were  informed  that  the  minister  ctf  the  parish  had  ap- 
pointed to  preach  against  the  Baptists,  and  to  prove 
thMn  to  be  in  an  error.  Mr.  Baker  and  his  company 
went  to  bear  him ;  but  his  arguments  proved  ine&ctual« 
and  the  people  followed  Baker.  His  brother  contimicd 
with  him  about  a  week.  l~hey  had  meetings  both  day 
and  ni^t.  The  effects  were  not  remarkable  at  first, 
but  at  every  meeting  there  were  good  appearances.  This 
encouraged  Mr.  Buer  so  much,  that  he  resolved  to  re- 
main there  for  some  time  :  his  brother  left  him  kdxHir* 
iag  in  the  Tineyard.  His  labours  were  greatly  blessed. 
He  became  at  once  almost  a  resident ;  for,  indeed,  filled 
as  he  was  with  increasing  solicitude  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  gospel,  he  could  not  be  foiind  elsewhere  than  at 
the  places  where  he  had  evidences  that  God  called  lum. 
After  he  married,  he  settled  in  Northampton  county. 

la  dcdng  so  much  gtxid,  it  fell  to  Mr.  Baker's  portion, 
"as  it  generally  happens,  tu  give  offence  to  the  enemy  of 
souls  and  hb  subordinate  agents.  They  put  him  into 
Accomack  prison,  and  kept  him  there  many  days,  llie 
most  atrocious  attempt  upon  thb  harmless  man,  was  that 
of  seizing  him  by  a  lawless  power  and  carrying  him  on 
board  of  a  vessel  in  the  adjacent  waters,  where  they  left 
him,  having  contracted  with  the  Captain  to  make  him 
work  his  passage  over  the  seas,  and  then  leave  him  in 
some  of  the  countries  in  Europe  ;  all«^ng  that  bf  vw 
a  duturber  ef  tbt  pfaee.  This  topk  pace  on  Saturday 
night.  He  was  immediately  put  to  work,  and  kept  at  it 
until  late  at  night.  The  next  day  being  thclj>rd'«  day, 
be  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  the  Captain  to  sing  and 
pr^y  among  the  crew.    The  Captain  attended,  and  v^ 
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oonvioced  that  be  wu  a  good  man.  Without  deUy,  he 
set  hitn  od  shore.  In  the  mean  time,  his  frieods  bad  dii' 
patched  a  messenger  to  the  Governor,  to  obtain  author- 
ity to  ytvitxA  bis  bang  carried  forcibly  zw%j.  I'liis  they 
obtained ;  but  Mr.  B.  was  discharged  before  his  return.' 
He  laet  with  various  kinds  of  persecution,  which  only 
nerved  to  confinn  hiti  iaith,  aod  inflame  liis  zeal  in  hfe 
Redeemer's  cause. 

Mr.  B.  was  a  man  of  low  parentage,  small  learmng, 
and  confined  abilities.  But  with  one  talent  be  did  more 
than  many  do  with  five.  He. is  said  to  have  planted  ten 
churches  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Chesapeake  bay. 
At  the  last  Salisbury  Association,  which  be  attended  when 
nearly  worn-out  with  disease,  at  the  close  of  the  meeting, 
he  addreswd  the  audience  in  a  most  m^ing  and  power- 
fill  roaoDsr;  then  returning  to  Doctor  Lemon's,  soon 
died. 

He  had  declined  in  health  a  considerable  time  before 
his  death ;  and  having  a  wish  to  see  his  brother  Leonard, 
oi  HaUfax,  Virginia,  to  whom  he  was  fondly  attached, 
he  wrote  him  a  tetter  dated  September  fll,  i?98,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract : 

»*  *— .And  now,  brother,  are  you  struggling  through 
the  trials  of  this  life,  leaning  upon  your  Beltived  f  la- 
bouring, and  waiting  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
who  shall  change  our  vile  bodies  and  fashion  them  ac- 
cording to  his  glorious  body }  Or  have  you  got  into  a 
lukewarm  state,  which  I  fear  has  been  too  prevailing 
amongst  some  > 

^  JJvar  bcptber,  aome  of  my  complaints  are  such,  that 
1  do  not  expect  to  continue  long  in  this  world.  Howev- 
er, I  leave  that  to  my  dear  Redeemer,  who  has  the  pow- 
er of  life  and  death  in  Bis  own  hands.  But  in  all  proba- 
bility 1  shall  never  be  able  to  come  out  as  far  aa  your 
house  again :  dear  brother,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see 
yov,  if  you  could  make  it  convenient  to  come  over  once 
more,  while  I  live.  I  will  pay  all  your  expenses.  And 
if  our  dear  mother  is  yet  alive,  1  can  sendout  schik  relief 

•  Tim  stfiry  mpecUitg  Mr.  Baker,  I  find  diflcrently  rcLiteil.  Snmc  pnitii 
rf  the  narrative,  ns  TOme  have  dven  H,  psnakc  coniklenjilv  pf  tin-  tn:\r- 
fdlnis ;  bat  ibe  vbmt  rdaticu  »  the  noit  f>n*|>tB,  uiid  iHvUtti^'  ^  mcM 

pHTCCt. 

Diqirizodbv  Google 


278  Bio^apby  tf  Ra5art  Carter,  Txy. 

■to  her.  Ab  to  religion,  thanks  be  to  God,  there  is  some 
stir  amongst  us.     I  have  baptized  eight  lately." 

It  Beems  his  brother  could  not  go  immediately ;  but 
started  in  a  few  we^ks,  and  arrived  just  time  enoagh  to 
«ee  him  die :  wbtcfa  took  place,  November  6th,  n98. 

As  he  died  at  Doctor  Lemon's,  it  will  be  most  suitaUe 
to  quote  the  Doctor's  own  words  respecting  himi.  **  In 
Mr.  Baker,  1  found  the  Israelite  indeed;  the  humble  Chris- 
tian ;  the  preacher  of  the  gospel  in  the  simplicity  of  it ; 
and  the  triuiaphant  saint  in  his  lajt  moments.  In  hit 
preadiing  he  vras  generally  plain  aod  experimental,  al- 
ways very  express  on  the  doctrine  of  regeneration; 
nev^  entering  upon  the  doctrines  by  which  he  conceiv- 
ed  he  should  give  offence  to  one  or  another.  In  his  last 
iltncss,  I  attended  his  bed-side  day  and  night,  fcv  three 
weeks,  and  had  many  most  agreeable -conversations  wnth 
him,  on  the  glorious  things  of  the  Ungdom  of  Christ. 
He  retained  his  senses  to  the  last  minute,  and  Kerned 
rather  translated,  than  to  stiHer  pain  in  his  di6S(dution. 
Death  was  to  him  as  familiar  in  his  conversatitHi,  as  if 
lie  talked  of  an  absent 'friend  from  whom  he  expected  a 

TOlt." 

He  was  twice  married.  His  Erst  vnie  was  Sarah  Cope* 
land,  a  lady  of  respectable  connexions,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  now  living.  She  died,  and  he  then  married  a 
widow  lady  on  the  eastern  shore,  who  had  no  child  by 
him. 


RoBKRT  Cartik,  £aq.  once  a  member  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Executive  Council,  and  on  that  account,  common- 
ly called  Counsellor  Carter,  was  baptised  by  Mr.  Luns- 
ford,  slA>rtly  after  he  began  to  preach  in  these  part*. 
He  was  one  of  the  richest  men  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
having,  as  some  say,  seven  or  eight  hundred  negroes, 
besides  immense  bodies  of  land,  Sec.  After  being  bap- 
tized some  years,  he  became  conscientiotts  about  the 
lawfulness  of  hereditary  slavery.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Rip- 
pon  of  London,  he  says,  *'  the  toleration  of  slavery  indi- 
cates very  great  depravity  of  mind."  In  conformity  to 
this  sentiment,  he  gradually  emancipated  th«  whole  that 
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lie  possnsecl,*  Tliu  was  a  noble  and  cBsinterested  sacri- 
fice. For  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  he  continued  an  or- 
derly Baptise.  But  bong  a  man  naturally  of  an  unsta- 
ble disposition,  and  falling  in  with  certain  Armtnian  wri- 
tings, he  fully  embraced  their  doctritaes.  Had  he  stopi* 
ped  ^ere^  he  might  still  have  ccxitinued  in  the  Bapdst 
society,  thou^  not  so  happily  ai  before.  But,  aias  I 
there  are  so  many  wrong  roads  m  religious  pursuits,  thu 
when  a  man  once  gets-  wrong,  it  is  impossUile  to  foresee 
where  be  will  stop.  From  the  Arminian  errors,  Mr. 
Carter  £ell  into  the  diimerical  whims  of  Swedenborgv 
When  he  first  beard  of  the  books  of  that  singular  au- 
thor, he  made  very  light  of  them ;  but  upon  reading 
them,  having  a  mind  naturally  fond  of  spedous  novdty, 
he  fully  em^aced  the  whcJe  of  that  absurd  system,  and 
was,  of  course,  ezduded  from  the  B^ists.  He  was  now 
as  zealous  for  the  New^Jerusalem  church,  ai  he  had  been 
formerly- for  the  Baptbts.  He  moved  to  Baltimore,  in 
order  to  find  a  preacher  and  a  aodety  of  his  own  senti-' 
ments,  and  expended  large  sums  of  money  to  have  Swe- 
denborg's  writings  republished^  He  continued  orderly 
m  bis  moral  conduct,  and  died  a  few  years  siace,  a&e« 
having  lived  coi  a.  considerable  ^e. 


Iaubs  Chilbs  appears  to  have  been  a  Virginian.  Bie<- 
fore  he  embraced  relwion,  having  a  sturdy  set  of  .lirab» 
and  a  resolute  spirit,  be  often  employed  them  in  bruis- 
ing his  countrymen's  &cea.  Gambling  was  also  withi 
him  a  favourite  employment.  But  God,  who  is  rich  in 
nttfcy,  [dttckcd  him  at  a  brand  from  the  burning.  Hr 
gave  evKleDce  to  his  frieade  that  hit  beait  was  changed^ 

■  "ItbKlid  thatMr.RfbertCirterof  Ni'tniny,  Vii-ginia,  has  emancipated 
MSltavo.  TMi  V  a  aHCrifice  en  the  altmr  of  tloniBni^  of  pertuips  an  kiatdrrii 
llttiuiandCtOan.  II'  6m  be  true-,  vou  him  a  triipnph,  crown  hiiu  with  laurebr 
■ltd  let  the  mlUloB  liMtn  while  he  sings — 

"  I  wodU  net  hare  a  Bbv«  to  im  my  grtnod, 
*    **  To  carry  ire,  to  fail  bw  whik  I  slec|]t 

"  And  tremble  when  I  wake,  for  all  the  wealth 
**  That  sinews  bcugbt  and  sold  haiv  ever  Mim'd. 
"  No :  <Iear  as  frenUin  u^wid  in  my  btart'i 
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bat  from  his  oddities  be  was  never  converted.  He  «:ts  i 
member  of  the  6rst  Separate  Baptist  church  north  of 
James  River.  He  was  always  wrapped  up  ia  viGions,  aad 
pretended  to  be  taught  of  God  how  any  matter  was  to 
eventuate.  It  happened,  however,  with  turn,  as  with  the 
Trojan  prophetess,  that  if  he  had  the  gift  of  prophecy,  his 
cotemporaries  had  not  the  gift  of  faith.  But  notwithstand- 
ing all  his  imperfections,  hu  success  as  a  preacher  was  great. 
He  was  the  first  instrument  of  planting  the  gospel  upon 
Blue  Run.  He  also  broke  the  way  into  Albemarle, 
where  many  were  converted  by  his  means.  In  various  oth- 
er places,  God  set  seals  to  his  ministry.  After  a  few  years, 
he  moved  to  South-Carolina,  where  be  planted  a  large 
church.  He  retained  his  notions  aboBt  visions  to  his  last. 
Report  says,  that  after  meeting  with  misfortunes,  and  be- 
ing reduced  in  his  property  and  health,  he  went  to  the 
house  of  a  woman,  and  told  her  that  his  God  said,  he 
must  die  there  that  day.  She  naid,  *'  1  hope  not,  Mr. 
Chiles.*'  "  Yes,"  said  he,  "  my  God  tays  so :  but,  how- 
tver,  I  will  return  a  while,  and  consult  my  Ood  again !" 
He  retired  for  the  consultation,  and  returning  said,  **  Yes, 
madam,  my  God  says,  I  must  die  to-day."  The  woman 
again  expressed  doubts.  She  Siud,  '*  You  look  too  well, 
Mr.  Chiles,  to  die  so  soon."  He  said,  **  I  will  try  my  God 
once  more."  After  retiring  for  some  time  in  prayer,  he 
came  back  and  said,  *'  It  is  Bxed ;  the  decree  is  irrevoca- 
Ue ;  to-day  I  must  die  in  your  house."  Having  sb  said, 
he  stretched  himidf  upon  the  bed,  and  yielded  up  me  ghost. 


Joseph  Cook.— —Mr.  Cook  was  bom  of  piou«  par- 
ents in  the  city  of  Bath,  Somersetshire,  England,  and  called 
by  divine  grace  in  the  early  part  of  life,  under  the  minis- 
try of  tiie  late  celebrated  and  much-esteemed  Rev.  George 
Wbitefield,  at  the  chapel  of  the  late  Countess  Dowager  of 
Huntingdon,  at  Bath.  Mr.  Whiteiield  was  exceedingly 
kind  to  him,  and  ohea  took  him  oiit  with  him  in  ms 
carriage,  to  converse  with  him  about  divine  things.  As  he 
very  soon  gave  clear  evidence,  not  only  of  a  sound  conver- 
sion, but  aUo  that  he  had  ministerial  gifts,  Lady  Hunt- 
ingdon, who  had  a  great  regard  for  him,  which  continued 
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to  her  dying  day,  sent  him,  in  the  l9th  year  of  his  age* 
to  her  college  at  Trevecka,  in  Brecknockshire,  South 
Wales.  Here  he  applied  himself  closely  to  his  studies, 
and  made  considerable  improvement.  He  was  much 
esteemed  by  his  tutors  and  fellow-students,  being  of  31 
good,  oUiglhg  temper ;  but  what  most  endeared  him 
was  his  lively,  spiritual  turn  of  mind,  and  his  readiness 
to  help  and  comfort  any  who  were  in  trouble  of  souli 
His  very  first  eitcursions  in  the  villages,  to  exercise  hii 
gifts,  the  Lord  owned,  so  that  he  preached  with  accept- 
tnce  and  success. 

In  September  1771,  Lady  Huntingdon  received  a  sen* 
sible  imonymous  letter,  requesting  her  to  send  a  mlnis^ 
ter  to  Margate,  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  describing  It  as  a 
Ucentious  place,  particularly  at  the  watering  season.  She 
aiade  known  the  contents  of  it  to  one  of  her  senior  stu- 
-dents,  Mr.  WilKam  Aldridge,  and  gave  htm  the  Uberty 
'Of  choosing  any  student  he  pleased  fn  the  college  to  ac- 
company and  assist  him  in  this  imponant  work.  He 
'fixed  upon  Mr.  Cook,  who  cordtally-  approved  of  the 
design.  Preparations,  therefore,  were  made  for  the 
journey,  and  after  taking  an  afiectionate  leave  of  all  at 
college,  attended  with  many  hearty  prayers  for  their 
wfety  and  prosperity,  they  proceeded  to  the  place  (^ 
action.  Being  utterly  imknown  to  any  person  at  Maiv 
gate,  they  begaii  to  preach  out  of  doors.  Many  attend- 
ed, and  not  in  vain.  Several  were  savingly  wrought 
tuna,  and  turned  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  while 
old  professors  were  stirred  up,  who  seemed  to  have  been 
settled  upon  their  lees ;  and  now  these  itinerants  preached 
not  only  at  Margate,  but  at  many  other  places  in  the 
Uc  of  Thanet. 

About  this  time,  many  peraons  in  Dorer,  not  satb* 
fied  with  Mr.  Wesley's  ministers  and  doctrine,  having 
left  iiis  meeting,  and  assenMed  in  a  privxte  room  for 
exhortation  and  prayer,  sent  a  very  passing  invitation 
to  Messrs.  Aldridge  and  Cook,  wlndi  they  accepted. 
The  former  preached  at  Dover  for  the  first  time,  in  the 
;niarket-[dace,  on  iSi>Unth*day,  bet  met  with  great  op- 
position. A  Presbyterian  nieeting4ionie,  wmch  had' 
iiecn  shut  up  for  a  connderable  time,  was  therefore 
Ipncured  fay  the  persDOK  wfyi  had  pveo  theftt  the  invi> 
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tation,  in  which  Mr.  Aldridge  -  and  his  coUeagne  erer 

afterwards  preached,  while  tbey  continued  at  Dover.  It 
was  now  agreed  on  by  all  parties,  that  Messrs.  Aldridge 
and  Cook  should  supply  Margate  and  Dover  constantly, 
and  change  every  week  j  accordingly,  Mr.  Cook  came 
to  Dover,  and  preached  on  the  next  Tuesday  evening. 
His  first  text  w;is  Heb.  ii.  3,  **  How  iball  we  escapf^  tfv/e- 
miglect  so  great  salvation"  Many,  attended,  and  were 
much  struck  at  the  sight  of  such  a  youth,  who  delivered 
his  discourse  extempore,  which  was  a  new  thing  to  most 
of  them.  This  sermon  was,  he  believes,  peculiarly 
blessed  to  Mr.  Atwood,  now  one  of  the  Baptist  mtois- 
ters,  at  FaUutone,  in  Kent,  so  that  he  was  obliged  ta 
say,  *'  Here  is  a  man  that  has  told  me  all  things  that 
ever  I  did :  surely  he  is  a  servant  of  Christ."  Mr.  Cook 
continued  to  supply  Dover,  in  his  turn,  for  some  time, 
and  was  remarkably  useful  in  winning  souls  to  Christ. 
Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Aldridge  occasionally  preached  also  at 
Deal ;  and  at  Falkstone  their  word  was  signally  blessed, 
to  many,  several  of  whom  afterwards  joined  the  Baptist. 
interest,  and  one  of  them  became,  a  Deacon  in  Mr.  At* 
wood's  church. 

Two  years  after,  the  students  were  called  in  from  alt. 
parts  of  the  country  to  the  college  in  Wales,  to  form  a 
Viisstpn  for  Korth-Amefica,  as  very  [J^asing  and  en-, 
couraging  letters  had  been  rei^eived  by  Lady  Huntingdon, 
desiringher  to  send  faithful  and  s;calous  ministers  thither. 
She  therefore  willingly  entered  into  the  ^an,  laying  the 
whole  of  it  before  the  students,  with  her  earnest  request 
that  they  would  take  the  sam,e  into  mature  consideration, 
and  especially  make  it  matter  of  prayer  ;  and  that  then, 
those  who  saw  their  way  clear  to  go,  woidd  declare  it. 
At  length,  Mr.  Cook,  with  others,  freely  ofiered  them- 
selves for  this  service,  caigae  up  to  London,  and  related. 
their  views  of  this  work  before  many  thousands  in  the. 
Tabernacle,  Moorfields,  apd  elsewhere ;  an  account  of 
which  was  printed.  Aiter  taking  a  very  aiTecting  fare- 
well, they  embarked  for  America,  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Percy,  who  afterwards  returned,  and  had  z,  meeting- 
bouse,  at  Woolwich,  in  K^nt.  However,  the  ship  wa^ 
detained  in  the  Downs  by  a.  contrary  wind.  Mr.  Cook, 
b^g  so  near,  wished  to  see  hi|  friends  at  Dpver  ones' 


Biography  of  Joseph  Cook,  t85 

more.  He  went  therefore  unexpectedly,  and  preached 
a  lecture,  which  was  remarkably  owned.  Several  of  his 
fellow-students  also  went  the  next  Sabbath  to  Dover  to 
preach.  A  fair  and  brisk  gale  sprung  up  in  the  night ; 
the  ship  sailed,  and  they  were  all  left  behind.  Two  of 
them  remained  in  England,  Mr.  Henry  Mead,  a  hiinister 
now  belonging  to  the  establishment,  in  London,  and 
Mr.  William  White,  since  deceased.  Mr.  Cook,  with 
the  rest,  were  yet  determined  on  the  voyage,  and  prose- 
cuted  the  plan.  On  their  arrival  in  America,  as  they 
had  all  preached  in  England,  and  considered  themselves 
authorized  to  do  so  on  their  general  plan,  they  travelled 
about  the  country,  and  preached  with  much  acceptance 
among  serious  Christians  of  different  denominations,  hxxi 
particularly  among  the  Baptists,  whom  they  found  in  a 
lively  state  of  religion  at  that  time.  Though  these  stu- 
dent^, were  commonly  considered  as  belonging  to  th^ 
Episcopal  church,  then  the  established  religion  of  the 
Southern  colonies,  and  seemed  fond  to  keep  up  this  idea 
among  the  populace,  yet  they  generally  appeared  pleased 
with  the  company  and  conversation  of  the  Baptists  ; 
and  the  most  of  them  gave  it  to  be  understood,  that  the^ 
had  received  convictions  respecting  the  justice  and  pro- 
priety of  the  Baptists'  distinguishing  sentiments,  which, 
by  one  or  two  of  the  students,  was  represented  to  have 
arisen  from  the  introduction  of  a  young  man  of  Baptist 
principles  into  the  Countess's  Seminary  at  Wales,  whose 
arguments  had  made  so  great  an  impression  On  the 
minds  of  the  students,  that  her  Ladyship  thought  proper 
to  discard  him.  Mr;  Cook,  however,  kept  himself 
considerably  reserved,  and  more  at  a  distance  from  th6 
Baptist  churches  than  the  rest.  Messr«.  Hill  and  Cosson, 
after  fully  professing  Baptist  sentiments,  in  their  conver- 
sation among  the  Baptists,  joined  the  Presbyterians. 
Mr.  Roberts,  who  had  professed  the  same  in  a  letter  to 
one  of  the  Baptist  ministers,  united  himself  with  a  re- 
spe<itable  congregation  of  Independents  in  Georgia  ^  and. 
On  some  misunderstanding  arising,  left  offpreaching,  took 
a  commission  in  the  army,  rose  to  the  rank  of  Lieuten. 
ant-C(donel,  and  died.  Mr.  Lewis  Richards  for  a  whiltf 
suppressed  his  convictions,  and  engaged  iii  a  parish,  as 
candidate  for  the  rectorship,  but  some  time  after  united 
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lumself  to  the  Baptiat  church  at  the  High  Hilb  of  San- 
tee,  was  baptized  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Furtnan,  and  is  now 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Baltimore,  MaryUnd. 

Mr.  Cook  had  obtained  the  office  of  a  parish,  but  on 
his  marriage  with  a  young  lady.  Miss  Elizabeth  BuDine, 
of  Baptist  parents,  then  dead,  at  the  village  of  Dorches- 
ter,  about  eighteen  miles  from  Charleston,  he  deter- 
roin^d  to  settle  there,  and  preach  to  a  mixed  people  :  ia 
respect  of  religious  profession,  a  ^'eat  part  of  them  were, 
and  are  Episcopalians;  a  number,  the  posterity  of  3 
Baptist  church,  which  has  become  extinct,  that  once 
flourished  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Chanler, 
a  pious  and  eminent  divine ;  and  the  remains  of  an  Inde- 
pendent congregation,  removed  to  Georgia,  the  sama 
inentioned  above,  lo  which  Mr.  Roberts  had  united. 
With  the  latter,  Mr.  Cook  formed  his  closest  connexion, 
preaching  ordinarily  in  the  place  of  worship  beloi^ng 
to  them.  The  dispute  between  Britain  and  the  Colonies 
was  now  become  very  serious ;  the  sword  was  drawn  ; 
blood  had  begun  to  deluge  the  field  of  battle,  and  a  gen- 
eral cQp^rn  for  religious  as  well  as  civil  liberty,  possess- 
ed the  breasts  of  the  Americans.  A  temporary  form  of 
government,  agreed  on  by  South^Carolina,  while  a  recon- 
'  ciliation  to  Britain  on  equitable  princi[des  wu  hoped  for» 
}ud  continued  the  partial  establishment,  and  legal  sup- 
port of  the  Church  of  England.  This  convinced  the  Di&. 
seuters  of  the  necessity  of  uniting  and  making  vigorcnis 
exertions  for  obtaining  the  equal  enjoyment  of  a//  the 
privileges  proper  to  a  free  people.  For  they  now  sawj 
that  the  Episcopalians,  who  generally  possessed  the  most 
conspicuous  stations,  with  their  usual  appendages  rtf 
wealth  and  influence,  while  they  declaimed  against  the 
unconstitutional  claims  of  Britain,  and  were  very  fond 
of  receiving  the  assistance  of  their  dissenting  brethren 
fn  the  national  stn^ggle,  were  determined  to  secure  ta 
themselves  every  excimive  and  partial  advantage  in  thdr 
power.  An  invitation  was  now  given  to  ministers  and 
churches  of  various  denominations,  but  principaUy  to  tha 
B;^tists,  among  whom  the  busineas  originated,  to  meet 
at  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  at  the  seat  of  the  Baptist 
church  there,  which  is  nearly  the  centre  of  the  State^ 
to  CQti3i4t  their  general  interests.     To  this  meetiiig. 
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which  WK3  held  early  in  17*7  6,  came  Mr.  Cook,  with  two 
other  of  the  yourg  gentlemeo  meotioned  above,  and 
continued  there  to  the  next  Sabbath,  after  the  business 
was  concluded,  which  being  the  season  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Lord's  supper  in  that  church,  divine  wor- 
ship was  publickly  attended  on  the  two  preceding  days. 
On  Saturday,  Mr.  Cook  had  an  invitation  to  preach  ;  and 
a  little  before  service  began,  he  took  aside  Mr.  Hart,  the 
minuter  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Charleston,  who  had 
staid  to  assist  at  the  solemnity,  and  Mr.  Furman,  the  pas- 
tor of  the  church  at  Santee,  who  was  then  very  young 
in  the  ministry,  and  has  since  succeeded  Mr.  Hart  in 
Charleston,  requesting  their  advice  on  a  matter  under 
which  his  mind  laboured.  They  were  informed  by  him, 
that  he  had,  for  a  considerable  time,  felt  strong  convic- 
tions respecting  the  propriety  of  believers'  baptism,  and 
its  necessity  in  order  to  a  universal  obedience  of  Christ, 
in  a  becoming  manner.  That  he  had  endeavoured  to 
eileoce  hie  consdeoce,  and  avoid  the  means  of  convic- 
tion, during  a  great  part  of  the  time ;  but  that  of  late 
he  had  felt  such  guilt  and  shame  in  reflecting  on  bis  past 
conduct,  as  compelled  him  to  a  serious  consideration  of 
the  subject,  with  a  full  determination  of  heart  to  do 
whatever  appeared  to  be  the  will  of  God  ;  and  that  the 
result  of  this  investigation  was  the  most  satisfactory  ev- 
idence in  favour  of  what  he  had  so  long  thought  his 
duty.  This,  with  the  forcible  application  to  his  mind, 
of  Ananias's  address  to  Paul,  "  And  now,  why  tarriest 
thou  ?  Arise,  and  be  baptized,  and  wash  away  thy  sins, 
calling  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,"  made  him  ansious 
to  comply  with  his  duty  without  delay,  especially  as  a  fa- 
Tourable  opportunity  then  offered.  *'  I  have  only  to  add, 
gentlemen,"  concluded  he,  "  that  I  should  be  glad  of 
your  advice,  whether  to  embrace  the  ordinance  imme- 
diately, or  defer  it  to  be  administered  among  the  people 
where  I  live ;  and  if  I  submit  to  it  immediately,  seeing 
my  sentiments  and  intention  have  been  liitherto  un- 
known to  the  publick,  whether  it  would  be  proper  to 
iDHke  Ananias's  address  to  St.  Paul,  just  now  mentioned, 
and  from  which  i  have  felt  so  much  conviction,  the 
sut^ect  of  Che  discourse  I  am  about  to  deliver,  and  just 
in  the  light  I  now  behokl  it,  as  it  affiles  to  myself  ?  Tbh, 
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I  coDfess,  is  the  dictate  of  my  own  mind,  and  I  would 
.sot  wish  to  act  uoadvisedly." 

The  ministers  were  both  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
best  not  to  delay  the  administration,  and  that  it  wa5 
prr^r  he  should  follow  the  dictate  of  his  mind  respect- 
ing the  subject,  and  method  of  preaching  proposed. 
He  preached  accordingly  to  the  surprise  and  conviction 
of  many,  and  was  the  nest  day  baptized  by  the  pastor 
of  that  church,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Furman,  after  satisfying  the 
church  respecting  his  acquaintance  with  experimental 
religion  ;-  and  on  farther  consideration,  having  enjoyed 
his  visits  before,  and  being  fully  satisfied  with  his  min- 
isterial qualifications,  they  began  to  contemplate  bis 
ordination.  He  was  accordingly  ordained  a  rew  days 
after  by  Mr.  Hart  and  Mr.  Furman.  A  vacancy  having 
taken  place  in  the  church  of  Euhaw,  by  the  death  of  an 
excellent  divine,  the  Rev.  Francis  Pelot,  Mr.  Cook  soon 
received  a  call  to  take  the  pastoral  care  of  it,  which  he 
accepted,  and  preached  there  without  interruption  for 
some  time ;  but  the  invasion  of  the  State  taking  place, 
and  his  exposed  situation,  near  the  sea-coast,  having 
already  subjected  him  to  losses  and  distress,  be  removed 
to  an  mterior  part  of  the  country,  where  he  continued 
to  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  but  suffered  anew  in  the 
ravages  of  the  State  by  the  troops  under  Lord  Comwal- 
lis  and  other  commanders ;  so  that  when  he  returned  to 
the  Euhaw,  on  the  commencement  of  the  peace,  he  was 
reduced  to  a  state  of  poverty.  Previous  to  his  leaving 
Euhaw,  he  had  lost  his  first  wife,  and  married  a  second ; 
some  circumstances  attending  this  marriage,  gave  dis- 
pleasure to  a  number  of  his  friends,  and  himself  acknowK 
edged  he  was  chargeable  with  imprudence  in  the  trans- 
action, for  which  he  was  sorry. 

Hitherto  nothing  very  considerable  had  appeared  in  - 
Mr.  Cook's  ministry  in  America,  towards  promoting ' 
the  kingdom  of  Christ ;  but  on  his  return  to  his  church, 
having  passed  through  some  humbling  scenes,  and  enter- 
ing more  fully  into  the  g(»;pel  spirit,  he  laboured  with 
much  success.  The  church  had  been  greatly  reduced 
before  he  took  charge  of  it,  and  at  his  return  was  almost 
become  extinct ;  yet  it  pleased  God,  by  his  ministry  to 
add  a  plea^ng  number  to  it  in  a  few  years.    The  account 
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of  additions,  by  baptism,  presented  to  the  Associition, 
for  the  five  last  years  of  his  life,  was  78 ;  many  of  these 
are  persons  of  real  worth  and  respectability. 

la  the  September  of  1790,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Rif^n,  of  London,  in  which  he  gave  a  pleasing  account 
of  the  believing  Negro  church  at  Savannah,  and  then  ad. 
ded,  *'  My  sphere  of  action  is  great,  having  two  congre- 
gations to  regard,  at  a  considerable  distance  from  each 
other,  exclusive  of  this  where  I  reside  ;  as,  also,  friendly 
visits  to  pay  to  sister  churches,  and  societies  of  other  de< 
nominations,  who  are  destitute  of  ministers,  frequently 
ritUng  under  a  scorching  sun,  with  a  fever,  twenty  miles 
in  a  morning,  and  then  preach  afterwards.  Our  breth* 
ren  in  England,  have  scarcely  an  idea  of  what  hardships 
we  stru^Ie  with,  who  travel  to  propagate  the  gospel.  I 
have  been  in  a  very  poor  state  of  health  for  two  months, 
but  it  has  not  prevented  an  attention  to  the  duties  of  my 
station.  O,  what  a  blessing  is  health  !  We  cannot  be 
too  thankful  for  it." 

This  good  man  had  now  almost  finished  his  course. 
The  circumstances  of  his  dissolution  may  be  collected 
from  a  letter,  written  by  one  of  his  dear  friends,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract : 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rippon,  London. 

£uhaw,  South-Carolina,  Oct.  4,  1740. 
lUv.Sr, 

I  could  ti»<K  wiihed  a  more  agreeable  event  than  the  preaent  had  been  tlu: 
occadco  of  my  addreu  to  vcu ;  but.  when  1  consider  1  am  fuUilling  tlie  proiii- 
)k  otade  tameRev.  Mr.  C>o(ik,af  chiaplacCiDow  wKltGcd.it  seems  toafluil 
a  kkid  of  melanchdjr  picauire.  About  usi  weeks  hefure  )us  deceosr,  hi:  re- 
tiiniedb  t]>emiddlailFa  sultiyday,  from  preachinji;  to  a  congregation,  abuut 
twenqr  mUe3from)wi>ce,WKnplaiDinga[JeveTiih^[iipK]ii]t,vrtlhadry  cough, 
a  lightneas  of  the  breast,  and  great  kaxibide ;  nuwithataoding  which,  he  rc:^ 
laxed  not  bis  labours.  In  this  state  he  continued,  till  two  weeks  befrireius  exit, 
when  he  delinicd  his  last  strmcn  from  Ei>)i.L6.  I'a  the  pimtt^f  the  gtory 
ffla*  grace,  wheran  he  hath  made  lu  accepted  in  Ihc  beloved.  He  was  tlien 
Mweu,  that  I  feared  he  would  not  be  able  to  proceed,  hut  he  was  greadysuu- 
tKfted,  and  much  engaged.  He  reminded  the  coiigre^tian  of  the  tnttba  he 
Wtauri)t,a«suredtbem  hefelt  acquitted  of  tlieblociilut  all  men,  liavinc  fully 
declared  the  counsel  cf  Cud  in  his  ministry.  He  patheticiUy  addressed  hiiri' 
self  toUthearen  of  every  Age,  raak  and  st^^lon,  cai&dcnt,aahetaki  them,  diat 
diiswaatabe  the  lascsernuu  they  wereei'er  to hcv from  him;  and  tltencuu- 
duded  with  a  solemn  ferewelL  lite  succeeding  Subluth  he  was  to  have 
preached  on  St  Hekna  Island. 

On  lliunday  fbUowbg,  the  aymptoms  began  to  be  so  alarmhig,  that  I  feared 
he  coild  not  continue  lai^He  desired  me  to  read  to  him  die  324th  hymn  in 

Cnr  Sdcctioo,  entiUed,  The  Chrittian  rememberiiig  all  the  my  the  Laxl 
a*  led  bim.  Some  time  ater,  he  anured  me,  he  died  m  the  firm  belief  of  the 
doctrines  he  had  preached,  and  lequesteil  I  would  write  to  his  friends  in 
EniUnd.   He  Mat  ftr  M>.  Bwler,  >n  anifabiB  maii.  and  DeBcaw  ctfhtiangcli. 


fiSS  Biography  ef  Jot^b  Coot. 

tince  deaf),  end  consulted  irith  hiitt  about  the  iotcre^  of  the  ctinrdi,  partial 
larlv  about  obtaiiiiiLia;  a  iiuccc^sor  to  the  pastoral  office ;  and  as  the  feil^w'inf 
Siilibath  Wat  the  tiHcrameniul  sc^teon,  when  he  was  assured  the  ordinance 
woiikl  be  iLdiniiiistei'ed  by  \\'a  brethren  in  tbe  miniftiy,  who  were  to  be  present 
on  the  occisinn,  he  suid,  "  Next  Sabbath,  wlien  you  are  fcatting  below,  I  .'ihall 
be  at  the  banquet  nbovc"  He  fixed  on  the  place  of  hi*  interment,  and  re- 
quested thtt  Uie  Rev.  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Fiirman,  of  Churleitm,  «l)mild  be  de- 
siiwl  to  preach  his  funeral  strcnwi  frum  2d  Tim,  1 13.  Par  I  knt^w  ■mhorn  I 
have  bfomed,  and  I  am  fiermiadfd  that  he  is  abU  to  kee/i_  that  tvMcA  I  /lave 
tommited  unto  Aim  ajgaiiut  that  tta^.  Fram  thia  time-  be  inclined  to  be  mkut. 
and  seemed  engiigedm  secret  prdyer.  On  Fiiitay  was  rather  easier;  and  iB 
SaCiinlay  morning,  he  j<iiied  in  prayer  with  the  Sev.  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Hnlcombe, 
of  Pluladd|>hi!i,  who  canie  to  asmt  at  m  ordiniiticn.  About  noon  be  grew 
worse.  Dr.  Mosse,  one  of  the  members  of  his  church,  wlw  atteiiiied  him  in  the 
last  Rtngcs  of  his  illness,  writes  tliiis,  in  a  letter  tu  a  friend,  concemiiig;  the  last 
day  of  Mr.  Coolt's  life  :  "  Mr.  Cook  appeared  to  loe  to'ha\-e  h  heait  fully  n- 
sig^ied  to  the  will  of  God  ;  some  time  bi'fore  his  death,  he  told  nie,  that  tii* 
whole  hope  of  eternal  salvation  was  bmlt  on  the  sure  foundathm-stcne,  Jesus 
Christ ;  but  1  di>  not  feel,  said  he,  that  great  comfort  and  ji^- 1  have  ofteu  ex- 
perienced, :tnd  which  I  felt  twelve  or  fourteen  days  aRO,  as  noted  m  my  dian".** 
Vinible  tidtens  rf  dissolutJon  inducing  ii  friend  to  ask  if  he  shoiild  praV  wltfj 
him,  he  gave  assent,  and,at  thecoDClusion.audiblyKakl,  Akbn;  aftorwhictl, 
he  spoke  no  more  iiitellicitjly,  but  continued  struReUng  with  the  Ijst  enemy  till 
half  past  three,  Lord's  da^  morning,  Sept.  26,  1790 ;  when  he  was  released 
from  all  liis  labours,  leavn^  a  disooiisoUte  wrtdow  onder  great  afHictiOi  i  an 
only  di'lii.  a  son  by  his  first  wife,  about  15  years  of  age,  in  whom  ail  hisearthly 
ht^ei  seemed  to  centre,  as  he  possesses  a  love  of  religion,  with  a  thirst  Rn* 
leaniiug.*  and  a  church,  ^moit  every  member  of  irtiich  looked  to  him  as  & 
cnmmi.'n  f.ither  in  Christ.  His  remaiiis  were  interred  the  same  evening,  itn> 
mediately  after  the  administration  of  the  sacrament,  when  a  very  tender  and 
aoiiiiateu  exhortation,  to  an  audience  diBSolved  in  teat^  was  dehrered  at  tbe 
gTrtve  by  Ilr.  Hnlcombe,  who  succeeded  him  in  the  charge  ot  tbe  church. 
The  timeral  sermoD,  by  Dr.  FnrraaD,  was  nn  delivered  for  a  cfnsidetAble  time 
after,  oM^ng  partly  to  the  distance  of  80  miles,  atkd  pardy  to  aevenl  imavDid- 
able  hindrances.  Mrs.  Cook  survived  her  huslwjid  but  a  few  weeks,  Inng  ta- 
ken nffby  H  short  and  severe  illness  Mr.  Coolt  was  ofa  middle  stature,  anfl 
slender  make,  but  had  acquired  a  deme  of  corpulency  a  few  years  hefrire  hf 


beeu  completed.  His  cmvcrsation  was  free  and  engaging  As  a  pRacfaer  he 
was  zealous,  orthoilnx,  anil  ex|)erimental.  He  ^loke  with  animatitn  and  raiicli 
fervour  ;  though  his  talent  lay  so  much  in  tile  persuasive,  that  at  the  end  rf 
t^s  sermon  he  frequently  left  (he  audience  in  tears.  He  was  takeu  frtan  hik 
laliimrM  at  a  time  when  his  character  had  arisen  to  constderable  eminence,  nad 
a  spiximjs  fiek)  of  useftdness  was  opening  all  aroimd  him,  and  at  a  time  when 
l)»was{;nathrendearedtehispeq|^  He  wualittkiaadvaaceaf  4Qyny« 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

TTiif  account  qfAfr.  Cook  ufoundin  Ri/ifum'e  Rrgia'er,from loKch  it  haa 
been  cc/Ued,  vnlk  little  variation.  Some  exfireaatms  which  regard  affairs 
in  America  have  been  altered,  to  make  the  narrative  etmfi>rm  to  the  firenerU 
lime.  What  chan^ee  hmie  taken  fllaee  in  the  pertonn  and  events  described  ia 
Jingland,  Tarn  not  able  to  state,  only  that  Mr.  Percy,  mho  went  back  to  En- 

fland,  is  I  coaciude  the  tame  [tenon  toho  it  now  an  £la*co/ial  mitdaier  in 
'harieeton,  South-Carolina. 

*ThitMn,  Jowph  B  Cook,  wwafttrwud*  educated  u  Providence  College,  S.  L 
■nd  11  now  ■  icsp«ciiblc  mlniiicr  ia  South-Carol uu. 
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LuiuiL  GoTSL  was,  it  is  belJered,  a  nitlve  of  th« 
8tate  of  New- York }  he  was  sent  out  into  the  ministry 
by  tfa«  church  iii  Providence,  Saratoga  county,  thirty  or- 
forty  mile^  above  Albany.  He  commenced  his  ministe- 
rial labours  under  gp'eat  disadvantages,  being  both  poor 
and  illiterate }  and  most  of  his  life  was  spent  under  the 
pressure  of  poverty  and  worldly  embarrassments.  But' 
notwithstanding  he  was  obliged  to  labour  almost  con- 
stantly  for  his  support,  such  were  the  astonishiug  pov> 
ers  of  his  mind,  that  he  became  one  of  the  most  distiu* 
guisfaed  preachers  in  the  Baptist  connexion.  l£s  talents 
were  far  above  mediocrity,  his  voice  was  clear  and  mar 
jestick,  and  his  address  was  manly  and  engaging.  The 
doctrine  of  salvation  by  the  cross,  was  the  grand  themt 
<m  which  he  dwclfwith  peculiar  pleasure;  and  his  preach- 
ing was  of  the  most  soud,  perspicuous,  and  interesting 
kind.  He  lived  the  reli^on  he  professed,  and  exemph- 
fied  by  his  conduct  the  rules  he  laid  down  for  others. 
iVs  an  Itinerant  preacher,  his  zeal  and  success  were  equal- 
led by  few ;  and  perhaps  exceeded  by  none  among  the 
AroericBD  preachers.  Misnonary  concerns  lay  near  his 
heart ;  and  in  every  thing  pertualng  to  them,  he  seems 
to  have  been  a  kindred  spirit  to  the  famous  Pearce  of 
Birmingham.  He  travelled  much  among  the  churches 
in  New-York  and  New-£ngland»  and  had  often  explored 
new  and  destitute  regions.  A  little  while  before  hii 
death,  the  church  in  Cheshire,  with  which  John  Leland 
Is  connected,  had  settled  him  as  their  pastor,  had  assum- 
ed  the  debts  in  which  misfortunes  had  involved  him, 
and  his  prospects  for  comfort  and  u^efukiess  were  never 
greater.  As  he  was  much  inclined  to  travel,  the  church 
had  settled  him  under  the  expeaation,  that  he  would  be 
with  them  but  a  part  of  the  time,  and  the  Misuonary 
Sodety  of  Boston  most  gladly  a£brded  him  their  patron* 
1^  what  time  he  wished  to  itinerate.  Dark  wd  my»- 
terious  indeed  was  that  providence,  which  cut  off,  in  the 
meridian  of  life,  and  in  the  midst  of  Usefulness,  this  wor- 
thy man.  His  constitution,  naturally  slender,  had  been 
much  impured  by  frequent  attacks  of  disease,  and  by 
his  too  extensive  labours  of  various  kinds  \  and  while 
(ravelling  as  a  nussionary  in  Upper  Canada,  in  Octobmr, 
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#9^  SbgrafSy  of  Lemuel  Covet. 

1S06,  he,  Etfter  a  short  illness,  finished  hts  earthly  «ottnF. 
EMen  Elkanah  Holmes  and  David  Irish  vere,  at  that 
time,  engaged  in  f  he  same  field  of  missionary  labours  ^ 
the  last  of  whom  thus  describes  the  moernful  event  of 
Mr.  Covel's  death. 

■  "  At  this  meeting,  (that  fe,  at  Charlotteville)  I  heard 
that  my  dear  brother  Covet  was  dangerously  ill.  \ 
therefore  concluded  to  leave  them,  and  go  and  see  him, 
and  then  return  again.  The  attention  appeared  so  great 
in  many  places,  that  I  could  not  believe  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  leave  them  yet.  Accordingly,  on  Wednesday  I  set 
out,  accompanied  by  two  bretliren.  We  vere  at  this 
time  60  miles  from  the  place  where  brother  Covel  was 
rick.  We  rode  ujittl  we  came  within  about  30  miles,. 
when*  we  heard  he  was  dead  and  buried  [  Oh,  how  tny 
poor  heart  felt !  I  was  left  among  strangers  almost  300 
miles  from  home,  and  one  of  the  most  dear  and  intimate 
friends  I  ever  had,  taken-  away  in  such  an  unexpected 
time !  But  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  has  and  will  dO' 
right.  Brother  Covet  had  done  his  work,  and  went  oflF  in 
tiie  triumphs  of  faith.  We  came  to  the  place  the  next 
morning,  and  found  Elder  Holmes  preaching  his  funeral 
sermon,  and  a  solemn  time  it  was.  Af^er  sermon  we- 
attended  to  settling  brother  Covel'b  business,  and  the 
next  day  set  oiit  to  return  to  Townsend,  where  we  ar- 
rived the  day  following,  and  found  the  church  met 
together  ;;  and  when  we  in&irmed  them  of  the  death  of 
brother  Covet,  the  whole  assembly  appeared  to  Im  most 
deeply  affected;"  h  appears  that  this  church  was  mostly 
the  fruit  of  hb  labours  in  his  former  visits.  When  he- 
was  with  them  last  year,  he  assisted  in  their  constitution. 
1  think  I  may  truly  say>  tlut  there  has  never  been  any 
preacher  in  these  parts  more  highly  and  more  universal- 
ly esteemed  than  he  was  ;  and  a  greater  and  more  uni- 
versal lamentation  I  never  heard  in  any  place-for  any 
man,  than  in  Upper  Canada  for  him.  But  alas  !  he  is- 
gone.  May  God  grant,  that  like  Samson,  he  may  slay 
more  at  his  death  than  be  has  done  in  all  his  life.  Some 
of  the  church  in  Townsend,  in  their  lamentation,  would 
break  their  silence  and  cry  out,  *•  O,  my  father  in  the 
gospel !"  «  O  tbat  blessed  minister  of  Christ,  who  was- 
ttsed  u  God's  instrument  to  open  my  eyes— shaU  I  never 


toe  kiyi  again  in  this  world  !**  Wc  then  'joined  and 
sang  tbe  thtrd  hysin  o£  the  second  hoc^of  Dr.  Wattsj 
•nd  conduded  the  opportunity  in  prayer  to  Almighty 
God,  that  be  would  saoctify  this  dispensation  to  tlua 
good  of  many  preciooa  souls." 

Mr.  Covel  left  a  widow  and  five  children  to  mourn 
kis  loss. 


Elijah  Craio  was  one  of  the  first  converts  to  the 
Baptist  preaching  in  Virginia.  When  Mr.  Samuel  Harris 
came  and  preached  an  experience  of  grace  in  Pittsylvania^ 
he  found  his  heart  could  testify  to  the  truth  of  it,  having 
some  time  previously  experienced  a  change,  which  he  had 
not  viewed  as  conversion,  but  only  the  encouragement 
of  Heaven  to  go  on  to  seek.  He  was  now  so  strengthen- 
ed>  that,  in  conjunction  with  certain  young  converts  ii^ 
his  neighbourhood,  who  were  of  the  Regular  Baptists,  he 
undertook  to  exhort,  &c.  and  to  hold  Uttle  meetings  in 
the  neighbourhood.  His  tobacco-house  was  their  chapel, 
Being  most  of  them  labouring  men,  they  used  to  labour 
all  day,  and  bold  meetings  almost  every  night,  at  each 
other's  houses,  and  on  Sundays  at  the  above-mentioned 
tobacco-house.  By  these  little  prayer  and  exhortation 
meetings,  great  numbers  were  awakened  and  several 
converted. 

Mr.  Craig  was  one  of  the  constituents  of  the  *Upper 
Spottsylvania  church  ;  he  was  also  one  of  those  who  were 
afterwards  dismissed  from  it,  to  form  the  church  on  Bll^ 
Run,  over  which  he  was  soon  afterwards  ordained  pastor. 
He  was  certainly  a  great  blessing  to  Blue  Run  church ; 
for  under  his  care  they  flourished.  He  was  accounted  ^ 
preacher  of  considerable  talents  for  that  day  f  wliicht 
united  to  his  zeal,  honoured  him  with  the  attention  of  ht$ 
persecutors.  They  sent  the  sherifi*  and  posse  after  him, 
when  at  his  plough.  He  was  taken  and  carried  before 
three  magistrates  of  Culpepper.  They,  without  hearii^ 
arguments,  pro  or  con,  ordered  him  tojaiL  At  court,  he, 
with  others,  was  arraigned.  One  of  the  lawyers  told 
the  Court,  they  had  better  discharge  them }  for  that  op- 
pressing them>  would  rather  advance  than  retard  them* 
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He  said,  they  verc  likt  a  bed  of  canHHirile ;  the  mot* 
they  were  trod,  the  more  they  would  spread.  The  Coim 
thought  otherwise,  and  were  determiiufcl  to  inprisod 
them.  Some  of  the  Court  were  of  opiokm,  that  thef 
ought  to  be  conBoed  in  a  close  dungeon ;  but  the  m^or^ 
ity  were  for  gpviog  them  tfae  bounds.  After  spying 
there  one  momh,  preachina  to  all  who  came,  be  gave 
hood  f<a'  good  behaviour,  and  can>e  out.  He  was  afao  con* 
fined  in  Orange  jail,  at  another  time.  He  was  a  preadier 
of  usefulaeK  for  rouy  years  ^cr  he  commenced ;  boC 
finally  lalting  too  much  into  land  speculations.  Ins  man- 
istry  was  greatly  hindered.  In  1786,  he  moved  to  Ken. 
tucky,  where,  continuing  his  land  speculations,  that  bewU* 
dering  pursuit,  which  has  ruined  the  reputation  and  vse^ 
fulness  of  so  tnany  in  Kentucky  and  elsewhere,  he  became 
obnoKious  to  the  church,  and  was  excommunicated  1791* 
How  long  he  stayed  out,  is  not  known.  He  was,  how- 
ever, restored ;  and  continued  in  the  church  until  th^ 
year  1 808,  when  he  died. 

•  He  was  naturally  of  a  censorious  tranper ;  and  always 
seemed  bettn-  pleased  to  find  out  the  faults  than  the  vir-' 
tues  of  mankind.  This,  however,  so  long  as  be  was  warm 
in  religion,  was  checked  by  a  superior  principle ;  .bat 
after  he  declined  in  his  religious  exercises^  and  became  a, 
land  speculator,  he  could  seldom  be  pleased.  As  good  a 
IHOof  as  any  that  can  be  named,  of  this  peevish  temper, 
may  be  gathered  from  two  pamphlets,  his  only  writmgt . 
that  hare  ever  been  published.  In  the  pne,  he  und^- 
takes  to  prove  that  stationed  preachers  or  pastors  of 
churches,  are  precluded,  by  the  Scriptnres,  from  receiv- 
ing any  compensation  for  their  services.  In  this  pam-  * 
phlet,  he  takes  so  many  opportunities  to  condemn  preach. 
era  for  being  money-seekers,  that  it  would  seem  the  main-' 
design  of  the  pubUfiation  was,  to  indulge  a  fault-finding 
temper.  The  maintaining  of  such  a  sentiment  was  cen- 
snrable,  because  it  is  contrary  to  Scripture  and  reason  j 
and  it  was  certainly  rifliculous  to  advance  it  in  Kentucky, 
where  preachers  are  so  much  and  so  generally  neglected  ' 
by  the  churches.     A   person,  acquainted   with  the  negli- 

§ent  spirit  and  parsimonious  maxims  of  the  Kentucky 
aptists,  in  viewing  the  title-page  of  this  pamphlet,  wofilq 
^  led  to  think  that  the  author  intended,  ironically  to  j^i 
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ffpofc  itae  clmiches,  rather  than  to  ceaiare  the  avarice  of 
their  nHiiktert.  His  txher  pamphlet  was  a  personal  pht- 
Uf^c  agaiiKt  Jacob  Creath,  ott  account  of  sotne  private 
idMpute  between  Creath  and  a  Mr.  Leins ;  the  former  the 
pastor,  and  the  latter  one  of  the  principal  members  of  the 
Xoiwo-Fork  church,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lexington. 
Vrithont  sayii^  any  thing  about  the  merits  of  the  case,  or 
the  provocation  given  by  Mr.  Creath,  candoor  compels  us 
to  say,  that  no  provocation  can  justify  the  style  of  this 
pampUet.  It  is  written  with  a  pen  dipt  in  poison.  The 
Baptists  axe  a  free  people  i  and  every  one  in  these  mat- 
ters, says  and  does  that  which  seemeth  right  in  his  own 
eyes:  but  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  present,  nor  any 
other  generation,  \nll  ever  witness  another  pubKcation, 
written  in  the  style  or  temper  of  the  above  pamphlet ; 
and  that,  too,  by  one  Baptbt  preacher  ag^nst  another. ' 


Samuu.  Ecclis  was  a  native  of  Roscommon,  in  Ire- 
land, and  began  |H-ofessional  life  in  the  capacity  of  a  mer- 
diaac,  in  his  own  country ;  but  proving  unfortunate  in 
trade,  soon  after  his  engaging  in  it,  he  went  to  France, 
and  as  a  friend  to  liberty,  tooK  an  active  part  in  the  rev- 
olutionary war,  in  which  that  country  was  then  engaged. 
Bat  the  enormities  practised  there,  under  the  name  of' 
ISierty,  both  by  the  government  and  army,  induced  him. 
In  a  little  time,  to  resign  his  commission,  and  come  to 
Amoka.  He  landed  in  South-Carolina ;  and  here  it' 
pleased  God,  shortly  after  his  arrival,  to  impress  his  mind 
with  the  importance  and  excellence  of  religion ;  and, 
from  being  a  man  of  the  world  and  a  soldier,  he  became 
eminent  for  (riety  and  devotion.  Having  made  a  seri- ' 
ODS  profession  of  refigion,  his  attention  was  turned  to  the 
ministry  -,  and  that  he  might  be  quaHfied  to  perform  the 
duties  of  this  important  station  to  advantage,  he  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  afibrded  by  the  establishment 
of  the  Baptist  Education  Fund,  belonging  to  the  Charles- 
ton Association,  and  engaged  in  the  course  of  classicM 
and  Cheolbgical  studies,  which  he  pursued  about  four 
years,  with  dose  application,  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts, 
iiejtr  ^ateburg;    He  had  been  for  some  time  pastm-  of 
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achurcli  in  tbeu^per  partof  thv^tcj  aad  though  &v» 
ing  at  a  distmoe,  preached  at.  stated  times  in  Orangey- 
burg,  where  he  was  soUcited  to  settle  ;  but  hwing,  about 
two  mouths  before  his  death,  married  a  daughter  of  tbi 
kte  Rev.  Timothy  Durgan,  of  Jfi&r's  Creek»  he  had  jurt 
changed  his  reaideace  to  that  place,  and  was  entered  on 
an  apparently  extensive  field  of  usefulness,  when  it  pitas* 
cd  God,  who  is  Infinitely  wise  and  soveareign  in  iiis  conn* 
sels  and  diapenutioas,  by  a  ^ort  but  sharp  illness,  t* 
remove  hioi  to  the  world  of  spirits,  Augvst  J  2,  1806. 
Mr>  Xccles'  age  is  not  mentioned,  but  he.was,  pr<^bly, 
about  40  years  old. 

His  natural  and  acquired  abilities  were  re^xctaUa^ 
his  character  fair }  his  disposition  amiable,  and  his  use* 
fulness  conspicuous.  As  a  preacher  he  was  eealous  and 
active,  and  manifested  an  extensive  acquaintance  witit 
the  heart  and  conscience,  which  he  addressed  with  great 
seriousness.  In  his  preaclung,  he  insisted  much  on  the 
great  peculiarities  of  the  gospel,  considered  as  a  dispen-  . 
sation  of  free,  sovereign,  and  glorious  grace, -extended 
through  a  Redeemer  to  guilty,  dying  men,  and  strongly 
enforced  the  necessity  of  exp»imental,  practical  godli. 
ness.  One  who  knew  him  well  and  felt  as  a  friend,  in 
giving  information  of  his  death,  writes,  "  He  bore  his 
last  Miction  with  pladd  reugnation  aod  unre|)iniiig  pfc 
tience." 
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ical  sketch  of  this  truly  eminent  man,  and  distinguished 
promoter  of  the  Baptist  cause  in  America,  was  drawn. by 
Dr.  William  Rogers  of  Philadelphia,  in  a  sermon  preach. 
cd  at  his  funeral,  and  by  him  communicated  to  Dr.  Rip- 
pon,  of  London,  who  pubfished  It  in  the  ll^th  No.  of 
his  Annual  Register,  from  which  it  is  now  extracted. 
The  sermon,  wnich  for  some  cause  was  not  printed,  was 
preached  in  the  1st  Baptist  Church  in  Philadelphia,  Feb. 
'22,  nOStOn  U  Cor.  vi.  8.  Bj hwuur  atid dui^nour  ;  iyevU 
report  and  good  report;  as  decei^rs  and  yet  true.  The 
Doctor,  after  a  general  and  pertinent  illustration  of  Ids 
text,  thus  proceeds:    "My  highly   esteemed    friend 
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and  ^ther,  the  Rev.  Mr.  MoT^n  Edwards,  requested; 
as  yon  have  already  been  informed,  that  these  words 
should  be  preached  from,  as  soon  as  convenient  after 
his  decease.  I  presume  he  found  th»n  descriptive  <^ 
what  he  met  with  in  the  course  of  his  ministry. 

"  Honour^  Mr.  Edwards  certainly  had,  both  in  Europe 
and  America.  The  College  and  Academy  of  Philadel- 
phia, at  a  very  early  period,  honoured  him  as  a  man  of 
learning,  and  a  p(^lar  preacher,  with  a  diploma,  consti* 
tnting  him  Montr  of  Arli  ;  this  was  followed  by  a  degree 
ad  eundem  in  the  year  17f)9,  from  the  College  of  Rhode- 
Island,  beiog  the  first  commencement  in  that  institution^' 
In  this  Geminary  he  held  a  Fetlvuubip,  and  filled  it  with 
reputation,  till  he  voluntarUy  resigned  it  in  17S9}  age 
and  distance  having  rendered  him  incapable  of  attend- 
ing the  meetings  (U  the  Corporation  any  Icmger. 

*'  He  also  met  with  diibonaur  ;  but  he  complained  net 
much  of  this,  as  it  was  occasioned  by  his  strong  attach- 
ment to  the  Royal  Family  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  American  war,  which  fixed  on  him  tlitf 
name  of  a  Tory :  this  I  should  have  omitted  mentioning, 
had  not  the  deceased  expressly  enjoined  it  upon  mei 
For  any  person  to  have  been  so  marked  out  in  those- 
days,  WHS  enough  to  bring  on  political  oppo^tion  and 
destruction  of  property ;  all  or  which  tool:  place  with 
respect  to  Mr.  Edwards,  though  he  never  harboured  the 
thought  of  doing  the  least  injury  to  the  United  States^ 
by  abetting  the  cause  of  our  enemies. 

"  A  good  report  our  departed  brfrther  also  had.  The 
namerous  letters  brought  with  him  across  the  Atlantick,, 
horn  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Gill  and  others,  reported  hand- 
some things  of  him ;  and  30  did,  in  return,  the  let- 
ters that  went  from  America  to  the  then  parent  country. 
**  Evil  reportt  also  fell  to  his  share  ;  but  most  of  these- 
were  false  reports,  and  therefore  he  gave  credit  for  tliem 
as  a  species  of  persecutioB. '  And  even  the  title  of  (/<•- 
mver  did  not  escape  him.  Often  has  he  been  told  that 
he  was  an  Arminian,  though  he  professed  to  be  a  Calvin- 
kt ;  that  he  was  a  Univeraalist  in  disguise,  &c.  Yet  he 
was  true  to  his  principles.  These  may  be  seen  in  our 
eonfession  of  feith,  agreeing  with  that  republished  by 
the  Baptist  churches  aaserobled  at  London^  in  the  year 
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1689.  He  seldom  medcDed  with  the  fire  ptflemlarf 
pfunts  -,  but  when  he  cBd,  h6  dways  av<»ded  abusive 
knguage.  The  charge  of  Univeraalism  brought  gainst 
him  was  not  altogether  groundless  ;  for  thot^h  he  was 
not  a  Uoiversatist  himseU,  he  professed  a  great  regard 
for  nuiny  who  were,  and  he  would  sometimes  take  their 
part,  against  violent  opposers,  in  order  to  inculcate  mod* 
•ration. 

**  Mr.  Edwards  Was  born  in  Trevethin  parish,  Mont 
mouthshire,  in  the  princip^ity  of  Wales,  on  li^y  dtfa, 
n'2%  old  style  ;  and  had  his  grammar  learning  in  the 
same  parish,  at  a  village  called  Trosnat }  afterwards  he 
vras  placed  in  the  Baptist  seminary  at  Bristol,  in  Old- 
Engird,  at  the  time  the  president's  chair  was  fiUed  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Foskett.  He  entered  on  the  ministry  in 
the  ^xteenth  year  of  his  age.  After  he  had  finished 
Ids  academical  studies,  he  went  to  Boston  in  Lincoln- 
shire, where  he  continued  seven  years,  preaching  the 
VDspel  to  a  small  congregation  in  that  town.  From 
Boston,  he  removed  to  Cork,  in  Ireland,  where  he  was 
ordained,  June  1,  1757,  and  resided  nine  years.  From 
Cork  he  returned  to  Great-Britain,  and  preached  about 
twelve  months  at  Rye,  in  Sussex.  While  at  Rye,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Gill,*  and  other  London  ministers,  in  pursu- 
ance of  letters  which  they  rec«ved  from  this  church, 
(Philadelphia)  urged  him  to  pay  you  a  visit.  He  com- 
plied, took  bis  passage  for  America,  arrived  here  May 
23,  1761,  and  shortly  afterwards  became  your  pastor. 
He  had  the  oversight  of  this  church  for  many  years  ;  ' 
voluntarily  resigned  his  office,  when  he  found  the  came, 
which  was  so  near  and  dear  to  his  heart,  sinking  under 
his  hands  ;  but  continued  preaching  to  the  people,  till 
they  obtained  another  minister,  the  perion  who  new  ad- 
dretses  you,  in  the  procuring  of  whom  be  was  not  inactive. 

'*  After  this,  Mr.  Edwards  purchased  a  plantation  in 
Newark.  New-Castle  county.  State  of  Delaware,  and 

•  It  b  saia,  that  the  church  in  PhilatMphia,  lent  to  Ur.  Gill  of  Lmckm,  to 
aMbt  them  in  obt^nng  B  putor  ;  but  that  dtey  required  to  maayucamplicb- 
nWBta  to  be  united  in  him,  chat  the  Dr.  wrote  them  back,  tluu  be  ^  not  know 
U  he  couW  find  a  man  in  England  who  would  uuwer  their  descripticn ;  itt- 
forain^  them,  at  Ac  mme  lime,  that  Mr.  Morgan  Edwards,  who  waa  then 
preMtimrin  Rye,  Id  the  county  of  Simex,  came  thensareftoF  aoyooe  wtaa 
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taioved  thither  with  bis  famUr  in  the  year  1772 ;  he  cod* 
tinued  preaching  the  word  of  life  and  salvation  in  a  num- 
ber of  vacant  churches,  till  the  commencement  of  the 
American  war.  He  then  desisted,  and  remained  silent, 
till  after  the  termination  of  our  revolutionary  troubles, 
and  a.  consequent  reconciliation  with  this  church.  He 
then  occasionally  read  lectures  in  divinity  in  this  city, 
and  other  parts  of  Pennsylvania ;  also  in  New-Jersey, 
t}elaware,  and  New-England ;  but  for  very  particular 
and  afiectiog  reasons"  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to 
resume  the  sacred  character  of  a  minbter. 

"  Our  worthy  friend  departed  this  Ufe,  at  Pencader, 
New-Castle  county,  Delaware  State,  oo  Wednesday  the 
28th  of  January,  1795,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age  ;  and 
was  burled,  agreeable  to  his  own  desire,  in  the  aisle  of 
this  meeting-house,  with  his  first  wife  and  their  children; 
her  maiden  name  was  Mary  Nuna,  originally  of  Cork, 
in  Ireland,  by  whom  he  had  several  children,  all  of  whom 
are  dead,  excepting  two  sons^  William  and  Joshua  j  the 
first,  if  alive,  is  a  military  officer  in  the  British  service } 
the  other  is  now  present  with  us, paying  this  last  pulUick 
tribute  of  filial  anection  to  the  memory  of  a  fond  and  pi- 
ous parent.  Mr.  Edwards's  second  wife  was  a  Mrs. 
Singleton,  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  who  is  also  dead,  by 
whom  he  had  no  issue. 

"  Several  of  Mr.  Edwards's  pieces  have  appeared  In 
print,  viz.  1.  A  Farewell  Discourse,  delivered  at  the  Bap- 
tist meeting-house  inRye,  Feb.  S,17G1,  on  Acts  xx.25,26. 
And  noiOf  beboldy  I  know  that  ye  allj  ainong  whom  I  have  gone 

*  The  delicate  clTCumstances  in  which  Dr.  Rogers  i*a<i  placed,  at  the  time 
he  deUvered  this  d»cauRie,  was  probably  the  reason  why  be  was  not  mwe  ex- 
plicit on  the  subject  here  referred  la  II  is  said  that  Ml*.  Edwards*  in  the  midst 
cf  his  troubles,  was  guilty,  in  a  few  inHtancea  at  least,  cf  usinR  iiitemperstely  an 
antidote,  too  often  resorted  to  in  the  time  of  ti-onUe.  Ana  as  he  Dsd  always 
ntaintained  the  sentiment,  that  it  was  improper  far  a  mblstcr  of  ttie  ^pel, 
after  what  mav  be  called  a  cahitat  fall,  ever  aeain  to  resume  hb  ministeritd 
(Ace,  be,  for  tlie  remainder  of  liis  days,  carried  Im  belief  into  practii^l  uper~ 
atiun.  It  is  Gainful  to  have  occaiiioD  to  relate  an  alTair,  so  much  against  the 
repatatknofamausagoodandfrreatasMr.  Edwards,  Ids  allpa  and  mistakes 
notwithstanding :  but  it  is  XtapeA  the  Baptists  generally  will  ptc£t  by  the  un- 
pleasant utory  ;  and  that  thoK  ministers,  (and  some  it  most  be  acknowledgel 
there  are)  who  are  so  unhappy  as  to  be  left  to  wiular  falls,  would  imitate  tdi 
example,  iuKead  of  crowding  themselves  fu-wnrd,  iviUt  their  bespattered  gar- 
ments, to  the  griel  of  their  brethren,  and  to  the  injury  if  the  cause  which  thcf 
endeavour  to  promele.  ApreiCher,whcBereputati(nisBulUed,dtherb)rwoiD- 
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preaebing  ihe  k'mgdan  ofGed^  shall  ut  my  fact  no  tmrt:  viker^ 
fore,  I  take  yea  to  record  ibis  day^  that  I  am  pure  from  the 
blood  of  all  men.  This  passed  through  two  editions,  8vo. 
2d.  A  Sermon  preached  is  the  College  of  Pbilidelphia,  at 
the  ordination  uf  the  Rev.  Samuel  Jones,  (now  D.D.) 
with  a  narrative  (^  the  manner  ia  which  the  ordination 
was  conducted,  Hvo^  Sd.  The  Customs  of  Primitive 
Churches,  or  a  set  of  Ph^wsitions  relative  to  the  Name, 
Materials,  Comtitutioo,  Ptnvers,  Officers,  Ordinances,  &c* 
of  a  Church;  to  which  glre  added,  their  proo&  from 
Scripture,  :Hid  historical  narratives  of  the  manner  in 
which  most  of  them  have  been  reduced  to  practice,  4to. 
This  book  was  intended  for  the  Philadelphian  Associa- 
tion, in  hopes  they  would  have  improved  on  the  plan,  so 
that  their  joint  productions  might  have  introduced  a  fuK 
and  unexceptionable  treatise  of  church  discipline.  4th. 
A  New- Year's  Gift ;  a  Sermon  preached  in  this  house, 
Jan.  I,  1770,  from  these  words,  This  year  thou  sbalt  die  ; 
which  passed  through  four  editions.    What  gave  riae* 

*  *■  It  hai  often  been  s^d,  thnt  when  Ki'^at  men  err.  thev  err  envgiaudf. 
SodIdMr.£dvrankin  thekviUiice  towhichhubiogmpherluTerdcrs.  Lot 
bf  a  ntera  kJiah  imfntlae,  aod  not  bjr  Scripture,  the  goid  laonperaiuLded  bim- 
■e1(  diat  he  should  die  on  »  cerbiia  day,  and  acMi'dtnglv  preached  hU  mm 
Jwteral  tervion  i  but  the  event  did  nn  aoitwer  to  the  prediclku;  "Af  could  mt 
(Ub  fir  hit  life."  Wisdom  was  Irairbt  from  Idly,  mid  muiy  said,  ae  hovt  the 
Scripture  to  walk  by;  a  more  surr  nioriflh-.m  voices.new  revdadcraandiB- 
f  uivea,  to  oAicA  nc  do  toeli  to  take  heed,  at  ta  a  bgia  that  simtth  w  a  dark 
fklaee.  This  was  a  teaching  lesson. The  lale  wtcellent  Mr.  George  White- 
field  naa,  in  his  eariler  days,  under  a  amilar  delusim.  Hb  wife  wai  witii 
child  ;  be  conjectured  she  wauk)  bring  fbrtli  a  non ;  she  did— thejr  called  hb 
■ame  ifbti  >  b  aU  this  th^re  was  no  harm  j  but  Mr.  Wliiicfiekl  believed  that 
tltc  child  was  not  only  to  be  condnued  to  him,  bi!t  to  be  a  preacher  of  the  ct- 
erlastin^  S"*?^  "Satan  was  perDiittcd,"  says  he,  "to give  tdc  some  wraw 
impremuu,  whereby,  ».» I  now  tmA,  I  miMMIirtt  neveral  ie:f  it  qf  Scri/Uure. 
Ahdlit  a  week  after-  the  turth  li  the  chDd,  lus  fnther  baptized  hint  h  dtt  Tab- 
ernacle^-Tluiunod!>  went  away  big  with  bopes,  tliat  the  cUld  woold  hereaf- 
ter be  emplojed  hi  the  work  of  the  ministrv,  and  Mr.  Wbhefidd  as  much  s* 
as  any  of  them  ;  but  little  John  died  when  he  was  about  (bur  iDontht  old,  wldi- 
oui  bdng  great  hi  the  ^hi  of  die  Lnrd,  as  his  &ther  had  inomtsed  binud£ 
This  niistiike  wlis  ovei^niled  in  mercy,  and  the  great  and  good  man  himself 
thus  concludes  the  narrative  of  this  af&ir,  (letter  5*7tb,  vol.  ad  of  his  wra-ks:) 
"  I  hope  what  happened  befire  his  birth,  aJod  unee  at  his  death,  has  taught 
tncuich  Icvsoiis,  as,  ifduly  Jmprm-al,  mav  rendrr  liis  mistaken  parent  more 
sober  minded,  our  espericDced  in  Sntan's  devices,  nnt!  cmseqiiNtly  m(«ie 
Hsefiil,  in  hs  thturc  laboun,  tti  the  charch  of  Qnd,"  How  proper,  tliat  minis- 
ters and Chn:<tians  should  kanifrom  these  inMances.tnavddatlenthusiasticli 
impulses,  and  tie  conceroed  to  put  Uod'a  meaning  co  God's  word  >" 

tiijtpon't  RegUter. 
■   I  find  that  loaw  of  Mr.Edwards's  friends  arc  unwilliig  to  admit  ^lat  he  in- 
MiKledthediKaurae  above  mentioaed  for  hia  funeral  aPTiiion.    But  I  have  been 
4Murad  tv  Oie  of  bit  most  CI  iitf.ilenlial  frienls,  that  t)ie  stOTk' i&  Uiernlly  true  : 
nod  tint  aedid  Ktual^  nquett  ooe  cf  the  ■eiuormiiiideK  ia  the  Philadelphia 
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to  Aas  discourse  will  probaU/  be  recollected  for  many 
years  to  come.  5th.  Materials  towards  a  History  of  the 
Baptists  in  Pennsylvania,  both  British  and  German,  dis- 
tinguished into  First-day,  Keithian, Seventh-day,  Tunlter, 
ind  R<merene  Baptists,  IStno.  1792.  The  motto  of 
both  volumes  is,  Lcf  a  people  thai  dweil  ahne^  and  thall 
not  be  reckoned  among  the  nations.  7th.  A  Treatise  on  the 
Millennium.  8th.  ATreatiae  on  theNewHeavenandNew 
Earth :  this  was  re-printed  in  London.  9th.  Ret  Sacra,  z 
Translation  from  the  Latio.  The  subject  of  this  piece  is 
in  enumeration  of  all  the  acts  of  pubHclc  worship,  which 
the  New-Testament  styles  offerings  and  tacrifices  ;  among 
which,  giving  money  for  religious  uses  is  one ;  and  there- 
fore, according  to  Mr.  Edwards's  opinion,  is  to  be  done  in 
the  places  of  publick  worship,  and  with  equal  devotion. 

**  Besides  what  he  gave  to  his  intimate  friends  as  to- 
kens of  personal  regard,  he  has  left  behind  him  42  vol- 
umes of  sermons,  1 2  sermons  to  a  volume,  all  written  in 
a  large  [H-int  hand  ^  also  about  a  dozen  volumes  in  quar* 
to,  on, special  subjects,  in  some  of  which  he  was  respon- 
dent, and  therefore  they  may  not  contain  bis  own  real 
sentiments.  These, with  many  other  thiDgs,unite  to  shew 
that  he  was  no  idler. 

"  He  used  to  recommend  it  to  ministers  to  write  their 
sermons  at  large,  but  not  to  read  them  in  the  pulpit ;  if 
he  did,  he  advised  the  preacher  to  write  a  large,  fiuc 
hand,  and  make  himself  so  much  master  of  hts  subject, 
that  a  glance  might  take  in  a  whole  page.  Being  a  good 
dassick,  and  a  man  of  refinement,he  was  vexed  with  such 
discourses  from  the  pulpit  as  deserved  no  attention,  and 
much  more  to  hear  barbaritms  ;  because,  as  he  used  to 
say,  **  They  were  arguments  either  of  vanity  or  iodo- 
leace,  or  both ;  for  an  American,  with  an  English  gram* 
mar  in  his  hand,  a  learned  friend  at  his  elbow,  and  close 
application  for  %\x.  months,  might  make  himeelf  mjuter 
of  his  mother  tongue." 

**  The  Baptist  churches  are  much  indebted  to  Mr. 
Edwards.    They  will  long  remember  the  time  and  tal< 

Association,  to  pnach  a  nennan  at  his  interment.  AlthouKh  Mr.  Edwards 
lived  twemy-tlve  yean  after  ttiit  event,  yet  he  did  actually  dte,  at  tbe  time,  in 
a  figurative  sense.  Aad  It  is  repoi-ted  of  him,  that  he  said  to  a  frknd,  Kme 
time  after  thia  unDleauatit  affitii-  happened,  that  he  was  mbwketi  in  tri«  iiTi{Ml> 
Ks :  for  tie  tbnigbt  it  vaa  the  men,  afA  not  tlae  wMtur,  thUabniU  die. 
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enta  he  devoted  to  their  best  interests  both  in  Europe 
and  America.  Very  far  was  he  from  a  selfish  person. 
When  the  arrears  of  his  salary,  as  pastor  of  this  church, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  £31%  and  he  was  put  in 
possession  of  a  house,  by  the  church,  till  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  should  be  paid,  he  resigned  the  house, 
and  relinquished  a  great  part  of  the  debt,  lest  the  church 
should  be  distressed. 

**The  College  of  Rhode-Island  is  also  greatly  behold- 
eh  to  him  for  his  vigorous  exertions  at  home  and  abroad, 
in  raising  money  for  that  institution,  and  for  his  particu- 
lar activity  in  procuring  its  charter.  Thb  he  deemed 
the  greatest  service  he  ever  did  for  the  honour  of  the 
Baptist  name.  As  one  of  its  first  sons,  I  cheerfully  make 
this  publicly  testimony  of  his  laudable  ^d  well-timed 
zeal. 

"  In  the  first  volume  of  his  Materials,  he  proposed  a 
plan  for  uniting  all  the  Baptists  on  the  continent  in  one 
body  politick,  by  having  the  Association  of  Philadelphia 
(the  centre)  incorporated  by  charter,  and  by  taking  one 
delegate  out  of  each  Association  into  the  corporation } 
but  finding  this  impracticable  at  that  time,  he  visited  the 
churches  from  New-Hampshire  to  Georgia,  gathering 
materials  towards  the  history  of  the  whole.  Permit 
me  to  add,  that  this  plan  of  union,  as  yet,  has  not  suc- 
ceeded. 

**  Mr.  Edwards  was  the  moving  cause  of  having  the 
minutes  of  the  Philadelphia  Association  printed,  which 
he  could  not  bring  to  bear  for  some  years;  and  there- 
fore, at  his  own  expense,  he  printed  tables,  exhibiting 
the  original  and  annual  state  of  the  associating  churches. 

"There  was  nothing  uncommon  in  Mr.  Edwards's 
person ;  but  he  possessed  an  original  genius.  By  his 
travels  in  England,  Ireland  and  America,  commixing 
with  all  sorts  of  people,  and  by  close  application  to  read- 
ing, be  had  attained  a  remarkable  ease  of  behaviour  in 
company,  and  was  furnished  with  something  pleasant 
or  informing  to  say  on  all  occasions.  His  Greek  Testa- 
ment was  bts  favourite  companion,  of  which  he  was  a 
complete  master ;  his  Hebrew  Bible  next,  but  he  was 
cot  so  well  versed  in  the  Hebrew  as  in  the  Greek  Ian> 
guage  i  however,  he  knew  so  much  of  both  as  authofti 
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zed  him  to  say,  as  he  often  did,  that  the  Greek  and 
Hebrew  are  the  two  eyes  of  a  minister,,  and  the  trans- 
lations are  but  commentaries ;  because  they  vary  ia 
sense  as  commentators  do.  He  preferred  the  ancient 
British  version  above  any  other  version  that  he  had 
read ;  observing  that  the  idioms  of  the  Welsh  fitted 
those  of  the  Hebrew  and  Greek,  like  hand  and  glove. 

"  Our  aged  and  respectable  friend  is  gone  the  way  of 
all  the  earth  ;  but  he  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  with 
the  utmost  composure  closed  his  eyes  on  all  the  things 
of  time.  Though  he  is  gone,  this  is  not  gone  with 
him  ;  it  remains  with  us,  that  the  Baptist  interest  was 
ever  Dppermost  with  him,  and  that  he  laboured  more  to 
promote  it,  than  to  promote  his  own  ;  and  this  he  did,be- 
caose  he  believed  it  to  be  the  interest  of  Christ  above  any 
in  Christendom.  His  becoming  a  Baptist  was  the  effect 
of  previous  examinauon  and  conviction,  having  been 
brought  up  in  the  Episcopal  church,  for  which  church 
be  retained  a  particular  regard  during  his  whole  life." 


Benjamin  Fostbh,  d.  d.  late  pastor  of  the  first  Bap- 
tist church  in  the  city  of  New-York,  descended  from 
respectable  parents  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
was  born  at  Danvers,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  Massachu- 
setts, June  12,  17^0. 

Agreeably  to  the  custom  of  his  native  State,  he  receiv- 
ed the  early  part  of  his  education  at  the  town  school ; 
and  as  he  evinced,  from  his  tender  years,  a  remarkably 
devout  and  pious  disposition,  his  parents  devoted  his 
whole  time  to  academical  pursuits  in  that  seminary,  in 
order  to  fit  him  for  the  University,  where  they  intended 
to  fix  him,  as  soon  as  his  age  would  admit  of  his  remov- 
al from  under  their  iipmediate  care.  At  the  age  of 
Mg^teen,  be  was  pbced  at  Yale  College,  in  Connecticut, 
at  that  time  under  the  direction  of  the  learned  and  pious 
President  Dagget,  where  he  soon  distinguished  himself, 
no  less  by  his  religious  and  exemplary  life,  than  by  his 
assiduity  and  success  in  classical  literature. 

About  this  time,  several  tracts  relative  to  the  proper 
(Ubjects  of  baptism,  and  ako  to  the  scriptural  mode  of 
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admiDistering  that  divine  ordinance  faaving  made  their 
appearance,  tne  matter  was  considerably  agitated  in  coU 
We,  and  fixed  on  as  a  proper  subject  for  discussion. 
Mr.  Foster  was  ajntointed  to  defend  infant  nirinkling. 
To  prepare  himself  for  the  dispute,  he  used  the  utmost 
exertion  :  he  endeavoured  to  view  the  question  in  every 
Ught  in  which  he  cnuld  possibly  place  k  :  he  carefully 
searched  the  Holy  Scriptures,  ana  examined  the  hutory 
of  the  church  from  the  times  of  the  Apostles.  The  re. 
suit  however  was  very  different  from  vhat  had  been  ex- 
pected ;  for  when  the  day  appointed  for  discussion  arriv- 
ed, he  was  so  far  from  being  prepared  to  defend  inhnt 
sprinkling,  that,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  officers 
of  the  college,  he  avowed  himself  a  decided  convert  to 
the  doctrine,  that  only  those  who  profess  faith  in  Christ 
are  the  subjects,  and  that  immersion  only  is  the  mode  of 
Christian  baptism  ;  and  of  which  h6  continued,  ever  af* 
ter,  a  steady,  zealous  and  powerful  advocate. 

His  mind  was  impressed  with  serious  concern  at  an 
early  period,  but  he  had  nearly  arrived  at  manhood  be- 
fore he  obtained  a  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  having 
passed  from  death  unto  life.  While  a  youth,  his  tempta- 
tions to  blaspheme,  were  ofren  so  strong,  that,  as  he  re- 
lated to  some  pious  friends,  he  has  hud  fast  hold  of  hii 
lips,  to  prevent  himself  from  sinning  against  his  Creator. 

He  graduated  about  the  year  1772,  soon  after  which 
he  was  baptized,  and  joined  the  chvrch  in  Boston,  of 
which  Samuel  SttUman,  D.  D.  was  pastor,  under  whose' 
fostering  care  he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  divinity, 
and  took  upon  himself  the  charge  of  the  Baptist  church 
in  Leiceatw,  Massachusetts,  over  which  he  was  the  same 
year  regularly  ordained  as  pastor.  During  his  residence 
in  that  place,  he  published  a  tract,  entitled,  *'  The  Wash- 
ing of  Regeneration,  or  the  Divine  Rite  of  Immersion," 
in  answer  to  a  treatise  on  the  subject  of  baptism,  written 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fish.  And  soon  after  he  published  his 
*'  Primitive  Baptism  defended,  in  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
John  Cleaveland ;"  in  both  of  which  he  discovered  con- 
siderable erudition,  great  depth  of  argument,  and^much 
Christian  charity.  After  having  continued  at  Leicester 
fbr  several  years,  his  connexion  with  that  church  was 
dissolved,  and  he  preached  a  short  time  in  bis  native 
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(own  of  Dangers ;  Imt  as  nehber  I^nvers  nor  Lacester 

affisrded  him  the  use  of  such  books  as  were  necessary  for 
a  person  of  Ms  studious  turn,  he  accepted  of  an  invitation 
to  take  upon  him  the  pastoral  care  of  a  church  in  New- 
port, Rhode-Island,  where  he  soon  had  the  satisfaaioa 
to  find,  that  his  sphere  of  usefulness  was  considerably 
enlarged,  and  his  meuis  of  study  greatly  improved. 

On  an  invitation  from  the  first  Baptist  church  in  New- 
York,  he  paid  them  a  visit  in  1788,  and  after  having 
preached  there  for  a  short  time,  received  an  unanimous 
call  to  settle  amongst  them  as  their  pastor.  Upon  his 
return  to  Newport,  he  consulted  with  his  church,  who, 
though  hi^ly  pleased  with  the  eminent  services  of  their 
learned  and  faithful  teacher,  were  unwilling  to  throw  any 
obstacle  in  the  way,  which  might  impede  his  removal  to 
a  place,  where  his  miniscertal  labours  might  stilt  be  more 
extensively  usefuL  He  therefore  accepted  the  call  to 
New-Tork ;  and  having  taken  upon  him  the  pastoral 
charge  of  that  church  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year, 
continued  in  that  station  till  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  September  J  792,  the  decree  of  D.  D.  was  conferred 
upon  Mm  by  the  colleee  of  Rhode-Island,  in  consequence 
01  a  learned  publication  of  his,  entitled,  **  A  Disserta- 
tion on  the  seventy  weeks  of  Daniel ;  the  particular  and 
exact  fulfilment  of  wMch  prophecy  u  considered  and 
proved." 

From  the  time  Dr.  Foster  set  out  as  a  goipel  minister,. 
he  was  uniformly  assiduous  in  the  discharge  of  all  the 
duties  of  his  office  j  nor  did  his  zeal  in  the  service  of  hi» 
Master  abate,  as  he  advanced  in  life  ;  for  during  his  last 
twelve  or  fourteen  years,  it  was  his  constant  practice  to 
preach  from  four  to  six  sermons  every  week.  But  the 
yellow  fever,  which  committed  so  great  havock  in  New- 
York,  during  the  autumn  of  179«,  put  a  period  to  the 
usefulness  of  this  worthy  man.  This  dreadful  malady 
bad  begun  to  prevail,  and  several  of  his  friends  had  sunk 
ttnder  its  malignity.  In  their  last  illness.  Dr.  Foster  was 
frequent  in  his  visits,  when  he  prayed  with  them  and  ad- 
ministered the  soothing  consolations  of  religion.  As  he 
was  one  of  those  whom  no  appearance  of  danger  could 
intimidate  from  persevering  in  what  he  considered  to  be 
the  path  of  duty,be  was  not  unwilling  to  visit  those  scenes 


of  aSkt'mUi  from  which,  at  that  time,  many  of  the  bes^ 
of  men  shrunk  back  with  terror.  He  was,  however* 
seized  with  the  disorder,  and  after  an  illness  of  a  very 
few  days,  expired,  August  26,  1798,  to  the  great  and  al- 
most irreparable  loss  of  his  church,  aged  49  years. 

Dr.  Foster,  as  a  scholar,  particularly  in  the  Greek, 
Hebrew  and  Chaldean  languages,  has  left  few  superiors. 
As  a  divine,  he  was  strictly  Calvinisdck,  and  full  on  the 
doctrine  of  salvation  by  free  grace.  As  a  preacher,  he  was 
indefatigable.  In  private  life,  he  was  innocent  as  a  child 
and  harmless  as  a  dove,  fulfilling  all  the  duties  of  life 
with  the  greatest  punctuality.  The  following  inscrip- 
tion on  a  handsome  marble  over  his  grave,  in  the  Bap- 
tist burying-ground  in  New- York,  written  by  an  em- 
inent Presbyterian  clergyman  of  that  city,  is  an  en- 
comium justly  due  to  his  memory  :  "  As  a  scholar  and 
divine  he  excelled  }  as  a  preacher  he  was  eminent ;  as  a 
Christian  he  shone  conspicuously ;  in  his  piety  he  was 
fervent  j  the  church  was  comforted  by  his  life,  and  it 
now  laments  his  death." 

Dr.  Foster  was  twice  married,  and  in  both  instances 
was  blest  with  a  pious  and  excellent  companion.  Hb 
first  wife,  who  was  Elizabeth  Green,  daughter  of  kev. 
Thomas  Green  of  Leicester,  died  August  19,  1793 ;  and 
his  second  was  Martha,  daughter  of  Mr.  James  Bingham 
of  New- York,  whom  he  survived  but  a  very  short  time. 
She  died  July  27,  1798, 


Damisx.  Fristoe  was  born  at  Chappawomsick,  Staf- 
ford county,  Virginia,  December  7,  1739.  He  was  bred 
an  Episcop^an,  but  embraced  the  Baptist  sentiments 
soon  after  they  began  to  prevail  in  Virginia,  and  was 
baptized  by  bis  spiritual  father,  David  Thomas.  When 
young,  be  received  a  liberal  English  education,  and 
though  fond  of  fashionable  amusements,  was  not  addict- 
ed to  the  grosser  vices  of  the  limes. 

His .  conversion  was  brought  about  on  this  wise. 
"When  about  23  years  of  age,  his  curiosity  led  him  to  go 
a  considerable  distance  to  hear  a  Baptist  preacher,  whose 
name  is  not  known.    While  at  the  meeciuj;,  his  horst 
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tttTfed  away,  which  obliged  him  to  tarry  all  ntghc  at 
the  place.  !n  the  coarse  of  the  evening,  many  came  in, 
who  had  lately  been  converted,  and  who,  by  entering 
freely  into  religious  conversation,  brought  strange  things 
to  his  ears,  and  awakened  his  attention  to  eternal  things. 
He  returned  home  with  much  seriousness  and  solicitude* 
and  after  labouring  a  while  under  great  distress  of  mind, 
was  brought  into  the  liberty  of  the  gospel.  He  now 
began  exhorting,  but  was  soon  called  by  his  brethren 
to  the  ministry.  His  course  was  short  but  rapid,  and 
the  success  which  attended  his  labours,  appears  to  havft 
been  unusually  great.  About  the  year  ^774,  he  was 
lent  as  a  messenger  irom  the  Ketockton  to  the  Phila- 
delphia Assodation.  Here  he  caught  the  small-pox,  and 
after  a  short  tour  of  preaching  in  New-Jersey,  return- 
ed  to  Philadelphia,  and  began  his  journey  homeward,  but 
was  laid  by  at  Marcus'^Hook,  a  small  town,  a  few  miles 
below  the  dty,  where  he  died  in  the  35th  year  of  his 
age.  His  remains  were  carried  back  to  Philadelphia,  and 
buried  in  the  Baptist  ground. 

The  following  extract  from  Mr.  Fristoe's  journal, 
which  has  been  preserved  by  Mr.  Edwards,  contains  the 
most  interesting  account  of  his  ministry,  which  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain ;  for  his  biography  has  been  almost 
altogether  neglected. 

"  Saturday^  June  15,  177!.  This  day  I  began  to  act  aS 
an  ordained  minister,  and  never  before  saw  such  mani- 
fest appearances  of  God's  working  and  the  devil's  raging 
at  one  time  and  in  one  place.  My  first  business  was  to 
examine  candidates  for  baptism,  who  related  what  God 
did  for  their  souls  in  such  a  manner  as  to  affect  many 
present :  then  the  opposers  grew  very  troublesome,  par- 
ticularly one  James  Nayler,  who,  after  ra^ng  and  railing 
for  a  while,  fell  down  and  began  to  tumble  and  beat  the 
ground  with  both  ends,  like  a  fish  when  ic  drops  off  the 
hook  on  dry  land,  cursing  and  blaspheming  God  all  the 
while  ;  at  last  a  gentleman  ofiered  ten  shillings  to  ady 
that  would  bind  him  and  take  him  out  of  the  plaoe, 
which  was  soon  earned  by  some  ^out  fellowt  who  stood 
by.  Sixteen  persons  were  adjudged  fit  subjects  of  bap* 
tism.  The  next  day  being  Sunday,  about  2000  peopW 
•eme  together;   many  more  oSatd  for  baptum,  19  fff 
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whom  wcfe  judged  worthy.  As  we  stood  by  the  watery 
tb6  people  were  weeping  and  crying  in  a  most  extraor- 
dinary manner  ;  and  others  cursing  and  swearing,  and 
acting  like  men  possessed.  In  the  midst  of  this,  a  tree 
tumbled  down,  being  ovCFloaded  with  people,  who,  Zac- 
cheus-likG,  had  climbed  up  to  see  baptism  administered  > 
the  coming  down  of  that  tree  occasioned  the  adjacent 
trees  to  fall  also,  being  loaded  in  the  same  manner  ;  but 
none  was  hurt.  When  the  ordinance  was  administered^ 
nnd  I  had  laid  hands  on  the  parties  baptized,  we  sang 
those  charming  words  of  Dr.  Watts,  "  Cons?,  we  who  love 
ibe  Lord"  Sec  The  multitude  sang  and  wept  and  smil- 
ed in  tears,  holding  up  their  bands  and  countenances  to- 
wards heaven,  in  such  a  manner  as  1  had  not  seen  before. 
la  going  home,  I  turned  to  look  at  the  people,  who  re- 
mained by  the  water  side,  and  saw  some  screaming  on 
the  ground,  some  wringing  their  hands,  some  in  extacies 
of  joy,  some  praying,  others  cursing  and  swearing,  and 
exceedingly  outrageous.     We  have  seen  strange  things  to- 


John  Gaho  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  ministers  id 
Ins  day  ;  in  point  of  talents  he  was  exceeded  by  few, 
and  as  an  itinerant  he  was  Inferior  to  none,  who  ever 
travelled  the  United  States,  unless  it  were  the  renowned 
Whitefield.  He  was  born  at  Hopewell,  in  New-Jersey, 
July  22,  1727,  was  converted  soon  after  he  arrived  at 
manhood,  and  was  ordained  in  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
in  17.54.  His  progenitors,  on  his  father's  side,  were 
from  France,  on  his  mother's  from  England.-  His  great- 
grand-father,  Francis  Gano,  fled  from  Guernsey,  in  the 
time  of  a  bloody  persecution  ;  one  of  his  neiabbours  had 
been  martyred  in  the  day,  and  in  the  evenmg  he  was 
&xed  on  as  the  victim  for  the  next  day;  information  of 
which  he  received  in  the  dead  of  night.  In  this  perilous 
.  situation  he  made  all  haste  to  escape  the  sanguinary  storm 
which  hung  over  his  head :  he  chartered  a  vessel,  remov- 
ed  his  family  on  board,  and  in  the  morning  was  out  of 
sight  of  the  harbour.  On  his  arrival  in  America,  he 
settled  in  New-Rochell.e,  a  few  miles  above  the  city  of 
N«w-York,  where  he  Uved  to  the  age  of  a  hundred  ami 
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tliree.  Of  the  number  or  names  of  the  family  of  this  re- 
ligious refugee,  we  know  no  more,  than  that  he  had  one 
aon  named  Stephen,  who  married  Ann  Walton,  by 
whom  he  had  many  children,  some  of  whom  died  young ; 
those  who  lived  to  marry,  were  Daniel,  Francis,  James, 
lohn,  Lewis,  Isaac,  and  three  daughters,  Sarah,  Catha- 
rine, and  Susannah  ;  the  last  of  whom  lived  to  the  age 
of  eighty-seven.  Danid  married  Sarah  Britton  of  Staren- 
Mand,  near  the  city  of  New- York,  by  whom  he  had 
Daniel,  jane,  Stephen,  Susannah,  John,  Nathaniel,  David, 
and  Sarah.  The  two  first  were  born  on  Staten-lsland, 
the  others  at  Hopewell,  in  New- Jersey.  Some  of  these 
died  young;  but  a  number  of  them  founded  families, 
and  their  posterity  is  scattered  in  many  parts  of  Amer- 
ica ;  most  of  them,  however,  are  in  the  middle  and  west- 
ern States.  The  subject  of  this  memoir  had  the  hapf»* 
ness  of  being  born  of  parents  eminent  for  piety,  by  whom 
he  was  early  taught  the  necessity  of  religion,  and  a  cor- 
rect view  of  the  gospel  system.  His  maternal  grand- 
mother was  about  seventy-six  years  a  pious  member  of 
a  Baptist  church  j  she  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-six.  His 
mother  was  of  the  same  persuasion,  but  his  father  was  a 
Presbyterian.  But  every  thing  attending  his  making  a 
religiom  profession  among  the  Baptists,  was  conducted 
With  prudence  on  his  part,  and  with  tenderness  on  that  of 
his  friends.  He  was  at  first  much  inclined  to  join  the  Pres- 
byterians, but  having  some  scruples  on  the  subject  of  in- 
fant baptism,  he  determined  to  give  it  a  thorough  inves- 
tigation. He  not  only  read  books,  but  had  frequent  con- 
versation with  PreBbyterian  friends  ;  but  the  more  he 
studied  the  Pedobaptist  arguments,  the  less  he  was  inclin- 
ed to  believe  them.  The  famous  Mr.  Tconant,^  and  some 
other  Presbyterian  Hunisters,  were  among  the  circle  of  bis 
Pedobaptist  friends.  With  Mr.  Tennant  he  conversed  of- 
ten and  freely  ;  at  the  close  of  a  lengthy  discussion  of  the 
subject  of  baptism,  that  candid  (Hvine  addressed  him  in 
the  following  manner  :  *'  Dear  young  man,  if  the  devil 
cannot  destroy  your  soul,  he  will  endeavour  to  destroy 
your  comfort  and  usefulness  j  and  therefore  do  not  b« 
always  doubting  in  this  matter.     If  you  cannot  think  as 
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I  do,  thick  for  yoorsclf."  After  a  swpensc  of  sont* 
time,  he  became  fully  ettablisfaed.  in  those  principles, 
which  he  through  life  maiDtained  with  eo  much  ability 
and  moderation.  HaTing  resolved  to  be  buried  in  bap. 
tism  on  a  profession  of  his  faith,  he  made  his  father  ac* 
quainted  with  his  design,  who  treated  him  with  much 
indulgence  and  tenderness.  He  stated  that  what  he  did 
for  him  in  his  infancy,  he  then  thought  was  right,  and 
the  discharge  of  an  incumbent  duty,  but  if  he  felt  con* 
sdentious  in  his  present  undertaking,  he  had  his  full 
jmd  free  consent.  He  moreover  proposed  that  when 
he  should  offer  himself  to  the  Baptist  church,  he  would 
go  with  him  and  give  his  consent  there,  and  answer 
any  inquiries  they  might  wish  to  make  respecting  his  life, 
Stc  and  also  that  he  would  go  and  see  him  baptized.  All 
these  promises  his  catholick  father  fulfilled. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Gano  was  joined  to  the  Hopewelj 
church,  his  mind  was  led  to  the  ministry,  but  with  many 
anxieties  and  fears.  He  was  so  much  absorbed  in  his 
thoughts  of  the  great  wprk,  that  he  was  c^en  lost  to 
every  other  object.  One  morning  after  he  began  plough.^ 
ing  in  his  fidd»  this  passage.  Warn  tbepeopie,  er  their  Mud 
ynU  I  require  at  yovr  hands^  came  with  such  weight  upon 
his  mind,  that  he  drove  on  until  1  i  o'clock,  utterly  in* 
sensible  of  his  employment.  When  he  came  to  himself 
he  found  he  «ras  wet  through  with  the  rain,  his  horses 
were  ezcessively  fatigued,  and  the  labpur  he  had  perforiBt 
ed  was  astonishingly  great. 

After  becoming  satufied  that  .preaching  would  be  his 
employment,  he  ap[^ed  himsdf  with  much  assiduity  to 
studies  preparatory  for  it,  which  he  continued,  with  som« 
interruptions  however,  for  two  or  three  years.  Before 
he  had  been  approbated  to  preach,  he  took  a  journey  in- 
to Virginia,  with  Messrs.  Miller  and  Thomas,  two  emi- 
nent  ministers  of  that  day,  who  had  been  appointed  by 
the  Philadelphia  Association  to  go  and  assist  in  settling 
some  difficulties  .in  two  in&nt  churches  there,  which  had 
a[^)lied  to  them  for  help.  Some  account  of  this  journey 
has  been  given  in  the  first  part  of  the  history  of  the  B^ 
tists  in  Virginia.  Before  Mr.  Gano  had  returned  home, 
a  report  had  reached  Hopewell,  that  he  had  got  to  preach- 
ing in  Virginia  -,  and  some  of  his  brethrep  wer?  %X\^ 
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^vith  him,  for  eogagins  in  the  ministry  without  the  ap* 
prolsition  of  the  ohurdi.  A  meeting  was  called  on  hil 
arrival,  and  he  was  arrugned  as  being  guilty  of  disorder. 
He  wi^ed  tbem  to  exhibit  their  proots.  They  inform' 
ed  him  that  they  had  none,  only  what  travellers  from 
Virginia  had  reported,  but  desired  that  he  would  giva 
tbem  a  relation  of  the  matter.  He  replied  that  it  wat 
the  first  time  he  had  known  the  accused  called  on  to  give 
evidence  agaipst  himself,  but  he  was  willing,  notwith- 
standing, to  give  them  an  impartial  relation  of  hia  con- 
duct, which  he  did.  The  church  then  asked  him  what 
he  thought  of  his  proceedings,  and  whether  he  did  not 
think  he  had  been  disorderly.  He  replied  again,  that  he 
considered  this  question  more  extraordlaary  than  thtt- 
other.  He  had  not  only  given  evidence  in  his  own  cast 
which  would  operate  against  him,  but  he  was  now  called 
upon  to  adjudge  himself  guilty.  This  is  a  sp^men  of 
that  ingenuity  and  presence  of  mind,  which  shone  so 
conspicuously  through  all  the  transacttoiis  ti&  this  saga* . 
pous  character.  He  at  length  informed  the  church  tuit 
he  did  not  mean  to  act  disorderly,  nor  contrary  to  their 
wishes ;  that  his  conscience  acquitted  him  for  what  h«' 
had  done  ;  that  he  had  no  diapositaon  to  repent  bis  hav* 
ing  sounded  the  gospel  to  perishing  soub  in  Virg^iai 
whose  importunitiea  to  hear  it  he  CMild  not  resist ;  that 
the  case  was  extraordinary,  and  would  not  probably 
happen  ag^n ;  if  it  should,  be  should  probably  do  again 
as  he  liad  already  done.  The  chorui  now  :^>pcnnted 
him  a  time  to  preach,  which  he  did  to  their  acceptance  ; 
and  after  a  thorough  examination  of  liis  gifts  and  call, 
he  was  r^jularly  set  apart  for  the  ministry.  Soon  after 
this,  he  went  to  reside  at  Morristown ;  and  calls  far 
preaching  pressed  upon  him  so  much,  that  his  studies,  in 
which  he  iiad  cossiderably  advanced,  were  in  a  greac 
ineasure  relinquished. 

At  the  next  meetittg  of  the  Fliiladelphia  Association, 
that  body  was  again  petitioned  to  appoint  some  one  to 
(ravd  to  the  south.  Messengers  had  also  come  od  from 
Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  preacher  to  la- 
bour and  administer  ordinances  among  them-  As  no 
ordained  minister  could  conveniently  go,  Mr.  Gano  waft 
^rged  to  ac«ept  ordiaatioo,  and  tmdertake  the  jourtiey. 
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He-pleaded  against  it  his  youth  and  inexperience  ;  bat 
the  messengers  from  Virginia,  and  his  brethren  at  home, 
united  their  importunities,  and  he  engaged  in  the  mission. 
He  was  ordained  in  May  1754,  and  set  out  in  a  short 
time  after.  In  this  journey  he  went  as  far  as  Charleston, 
South-Carolina,  and  travelled  extensively  throughout  the 
southern  States.  Some  extracts  from  his  journal  will 
give  the  reader  some  view  of  the  turn  of  the  man,  and 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  prosecuted  his  mission.  His 
journal,  whidi  was  printed  in  hie  life,  has  but  few  dates, 
but  it  will  be  understood  that  the  following  scenes  trans* 
|nrcd  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1754. 

In  the  back  parLs  of  Virginia,  this  zealous  missionary, 
while  conversing  with  some  people  where  he  lodged,  in 
an  afiectionate  manner,respecting  their  religious  concerns, 
overheard  one  of  the  company  say  to  another,  **  Thii 
man  t^ks  like  one  of  the  Jones's !"  On  inquiring  who 
the  Jones's  were,  he  was  informed  that  they  were  dis- 
tracted people,  who  did  nothing  but  pray  and  talk  about 
Jesus  Christ ;  and  that  they  lived  between  twenty  and 
thirty  miles  distant  on  his  route.  "  I  determined,"  said 
he.  **  to  make  it  my  next  day's  ride,  and  see  my  own  like- 
nest*'  When  he  arrived  at  the  house,  he  found  there  a 
plain  obscure  ^mily,  which  had  formerly  lived  in  a  very 
careless  manner,  but  a  number  of  them  had  lately 
been  changed  by  grace,  and  were  much  engaged  in  de- 
votional exercises.  As  he  entered  the  house,  he  saw  the 
fether  of  the  family  lying  before  the  fire,  groaning  with 
rheumatick  pains-  He  inquired  how  he  did  ?  **  O," 
caid  he,  "  I  am  in  great  distress."  "  I  am  ghd  of  it," 
replied  the  stranger.  The  old  gentleman,  astonished  at 
this  singular  reply,  raised  himself  up,  and  inquired  what 
he  meant  ?  *'  Whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth, 
and  acourgeth  every  son  whom  he  receiveth,"  answered 
Mr.  Gano,  From  this  they  proceeded  to  reli^ous  con- 
versation, and  he  soon  found  this  pious  &mily,  whom 
the  world  accounted  mad,  had  been  taught  the  words  of 
truth  and  soberness.  They  asked  him  many  questions, 
and  were  much  pleased  to  find  one,  who  was  acquainted 
with  the  things  they  had  experienced. 

From  this  place  he  proceeded  on  towards  North-Car- 
olina, having  a  young  man  with  hin(i,  wte  chose  to  bear 
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bim  company  on  his  way.  "  We  arrived  at  a  house  just 
a.t  dusk,  the  master  of  which  gave  us  liberty  to  tarry. 
After  we  had  conveyed  our  things  into  the  house,  he 
asked  me  if  I  was  a  trader  ;  which  1  answered  in  the  af- 
fifrinative.  He  asked  me  if  1  found  it  to  answer ;  to 
which  I  answered,  "Not  so  well  as  I  could  wish."  Ho 
leplied,  "  Probably  the  goods  did  not  suit."  I  told  him, 
*'  No  one  had  complained  of  that."  He  said  1  held  them 
too  high.  I  aoswered,  "  Any  one  might  have  them  be- 
low their  own  price."  He  said  he  would  trade  on  these 
terms  ;  which,  I  said,  I  would  cheerfully  ccHnply  with* 
1  thena^ked  him,  "If  gold  tried  in  the  fire, yea,  that  whicU 
was  better  than  the  fine  gold,  wine  and  milk,  durable 
riches  and  righteousness,  without  money  and  without 
price,  would  not  suit  him  ?"  *'  O,"  said  he,  "  I  believe 
you  are  a  minister."  I  told  him  I  was,  and  had  a  right 
to  proclaim  free  grace  wherever  I  went.  This  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  evening's  conversiiiion  ;  and  I  must 
acknowledge  his  kindness,  though  he  was  not  very  desir- 
ous oi  tradings  after  he  discovered  who  I  was," 

Our  itinerant  continued  southward  until  he  arrived  at 
Charleston  ;  and  there,  and  in  its  vicinity,  he  preached 
to  good  acceptance.  His  account  of  his  first  sermon  for 
Mr.  Hart,  in  Charleston,  is  as  follows  :  "  When  I  aroso 
to  speak,  the  sight  of  so  brilliant  an  audience,  among 
whom  were  twelve  ministers,  and  one  of  whom  was  Mr. 
Whitefield,  for  a  moment,  brought  the  fear  of  man  up- 
on me  ;  but  blessed  be  the  Lord,  1  was  soon  relieved  from 
this  embarrassment ;  the  thought  passed  my  mind,  1  had 
none  to  fear  and  obey,  but  the  Lord." 

On  his  return  from  Charleston  to  the  northward,  he 
visited  an  island  where  he  was  informed  there  never  had 
been  but  two  sermons  preached.  The  people  soon  col- 
lected together,  and  he  preached  to  them  from  these 
words,  Beboldy  the  third  tirne  I  am  ready  to  come  to  you,  and 
I  will  not  be  burdensome  to  you. 

When  he  arrived  at  Tar  River,  in  Nonh-Carolina,  he 
found  a  report  had  gone  forth,  that  some  of  the  princi- 
pal men  in  the  county  had  agreed,  that  if  he  came  with- 
in their  reach,  they  would  apprehend  him  as  a  ipy  ;  for  by 
his  name  he  was  judged  to  be  a  Frenchman,  and  this  was 
in  the  time  of  the  French  war.    Some  of  these  people 
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Kved  on  the  road  he  was  to  travel  the  next  day.  Ifit 
friends  urged  him  to  take  a  different  route  ;  but  he  re* 
pKed  that  God  had  so  far  conducted  him  on  his  vay  in 
safety,  and  he  should  trust  him  for  the  future.  When 
he  got  near  the  place  where  the  principal  men  who  had 
threatened  him  lived,  he  was  advised  to  go  through  it  aa 
secredy  as  possible  ;  but  that  by  no  mearfs  accorded  with 
his  viejvs :  he  replied,  be  should  stop  and  refresh  him- 
self in  the  place.  He  stopped  at  one  of  the  most  publick 
houses,  and  asked  the  landlord  if  he  thought  the  people 
-would  come  out  to  hear  a  sermon  on  a  week  day.  He 
informed  him  he  thought  they  would ;  but  observed, 
that  on  the  next  Monday,  there  was  to  be  a  general  mus* 
ter  for  that  county.  He  therefore  concluded  to  defer  the 
meeting  till  that  time,  and  requested  the  landlord  to  in* 
form  the  Colonel  of  the  regiment,  (who,  he  had  learnt, 
was  one  of  those  who  had  threatened  him)  of  his  name, 
&c.  and  desire  of  him  the  favour  of  preaching  a  short 
sermon  before  military  duty.  The  landlord  promised  to 
comply  with  hb  request.  *'  On  Monday  I  had  twenty 
miles  to  ride  to  the  muster,  and  by  10  o'clock  there 
was  a  numerous  crowd  of  men  and  women  ;  they  had 
erected  a  stage  in  the  woodsi  for  me,  and  I  preached 
from  Paul's  Christian  armour.  They  all  paid  the  moat 
profound  attention,  except  one  man  who  behaved 
amiss.  I  spoke  and  told  him,  I  was  ashamed  to  see 
a  soldier  so  awkward  in  duly,  and  wondered  his  officer 
could  bear  with  him.  The  Colonel,  as  I  afterwards 
understood,  brought  him  to  order.  After  service,  I  de> 
sired  a  person  to  inform  the  commander  that  I  wanted 
to  speak  with  him.  He  immediately  came,  and  I  told 
him,  that  although  I  professed  loyalty  to  King  George, 
and  did  not  wish  to  infringe  upon  the  laudable  design  of 
the  day,  yet,  I  thought,  the  King  of  kings  ought  to  be 
served  first ;  and  I  presumed  what  I  had  said  did  not 
tend  to  make  them  worse  soldiers,  but  better  Christians. 
He  complaisantly  thanked  me,  and  said,  if  I  could  wait, 
he  would  make  the  exercise  as  short  as  possiUe,  tod  give 
an  opportunity  for  another  sermon,  for  which  he  should 
be  much  obliged  to  me.  I  told  him  I  had  an  appoint- 
ment some  mites  off  to  preach  the  next  day.  Thus  end- 
«d  my  chastisement,  and  the  fears  of  my  friends." 
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'  **  From  hesoe  I  returned  by  tbe  wxy  of  iCetockton, 
•^B  Blue-Ridge,  where  the  inh^untG  are  scattered.  On 
my  road,  i  observed  a  thuader>9torm  nrising,  and  rode 
i^edily  iov  tbe  first  house.  When  I  arrived,  tbe  oian 
came  running  into  the  bouse*  and  se«Ing  me,  appeared 
much  abrmed ;  there  beeiag  at  that  time  great  demands 
for  men  and  horses  far  Braddock's  army.  He  said  to 
me,  **  Jiir,  are  you  a  prett-matUr  f"  I  told  him  I  was* 
*'  But/*  said  he,  **  you  do  not  take  married  men  V  I 
told  him  surdy  I  did ;  and  that  the  Master  I  wished 
htm  to  serve,  was  good.  Ids  character  unimpeachable, 
the  wages  great,  and  that  it  would  be  £or  the  benefit  of , 
fais  wife  and  children,  if  be  enlisted.  He  made  many 
excuses,  but  1  endeavoured  to  answer  them,  and  begged 
him  to  turn  out  a  volunteer  in  the  service  of  Christ, 
^liis  calmed  his  fears,  and  I  left  him,  and  proceeded  on 
my  way  to  Ketockton,  where  I  spent  some  time,  and 
baptized  Mr.  Hail." 

From  Ketockton,  Mr.  Gano  proceeded  immediately 
homeward.  Soon  after  hts  arrival,  he  was  married  to 
•Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Stites,  Esq.  mayor  of  EUsabetll* 
Town,  in  New-Jersey,  by  whom  he  had  many  children, 
THOSt  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Two  bods  and  two  daugh- 
ters are  in'  Kentucky,  one  son  is  in  Ohio,  one  dai^hbtr' 
b  at  Hillsdale,  New- York,  and  fais  second  son  Stephen  ii 
pastor  of  the  church  in  l?rovidence,  Rhode-ldand.  Mrs. 
Gano  was  sister  to  Mrs.  Manning,  the  wife  of  the  Pre«> 
dent,  who  is  yet  living  at  Providence. 

It  was  not  long  after  Mr.  Gano  had  returned  from 
this  journey,  before  he  was  again  induced,  by  repeated 
soKatations,  to  set  out  on  another,  to  the  southward,  in 
which  he  was  gone  about  eight  months,  and  was  happy 
to  find,  in  many  places,  the  fruits  of  his  labours  in  his 
former  visits.  Soon  after  he  returned  from  this  excur- 
sion, he  was  invited  by  an  infimt  church  in  North-Caro- 
lina, which  he  had  raked  up  in  a  place  called  the  Jersey 
Settlement,  to  remove  and  become  its  pastor.     Messen- 

fers  came  to  Monistown,  a  distance  of  about  eight 
undred  nriles,  iot  the  purpose  of  seriating  that  chureh 
to  give  him  up.     They  at  first  refused,  but  afterwards 
eoncluded  to  leave  the  matter  to  bu  own  choice.     H« 
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therefore  conduded  to  go ;  but  Kt  the  same  time  inform^ 
ed  the  Morristown  church,  it  was  not  far  waat  of  at- 
tachment to  tlient.  'I'he  church  in  North-Carolina,  he; 
considered,  was  wholly  destitute,  and  tliere  was  besides* 
a  wide  field  for  gospel  kbour.  At  the  Jersey  Setdemeat 
he  continued  about  two  years  ;  the  church  became  large^ 
and  his  labours  were  abundintly  useful  througliout.a-. 
wide  and  destitute  region,  but  a  war  breatung  oat. 
with  the  Cherokee  Indiana,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the 
country,  and  returned  to  New-Jersey.  About  this  tirac 
the  foundation  for  the  first  church  in  New-Tork  wa» 
laid  by  Mr.  Miller,  of  Scotch  Plains  ;  the  church  in  Phila* 
'  delpbia  had  also  been  lately  deprived  of  its  pastor,  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Jenldn  Jones.  Mr.  Gano  preached  for  some 
time  alternately  at  both  cities,  but  about  the  time  the 
church  in  New* York  was  organized,  he  went  to  live 
among  them,  was  chosen  its  pastor,  and  continued  id 
that  office  about  tweoty.five  years,  excepting  the  tinw 
he  was  obliged  to  be  absent  on  account  of  the  war. 
Some  account  of  his  ministry  here,  and  of  the  progrest 
of  [he  church  while  under  his  care,  may  be  found  m  its 
history  under  the  head  of  New- York. 

During  most  of  the  revolutionary  war,  Mr.  Gano 
was  a  chaplain  in  the  army ;  and  by  his  counsels  and 
prayos,  encouraged  the  American  hosts  in  their  strug- 
gles for  A'eedooi  from  the  dominion  of  a  foreign,  o|^res* 
give  yoke. 

On  the  return  of  peace,  he  returned  to  his  pastwal 
station,  and  began  to  collect  the  church  which  had  been 
scattered  to  many  different  places.  Out  of  upwards  of 
two  hundred  members,  of  which  it  consisted  at  the  time 
of  its  dispersion,  he  ct^lected  at  first  but  thirty-seven; 
but  his  congregation  soon  became  large,  others  of  tho 
scattered  flock  came  in,  a  revival  commented,  which 
prevailed  extensiv^y,  and  at  one  communion  season^ 
near  forty  young  persons  were  added  to  their  number. 
In  this  prosperous  manner  this  successful  minister  recom- 
menced his  labours  in  New- York,  and  every  thing  ap. 
peared  pronusing  even  to  the  time  be  projected  hts  ra> 
moral  to  Keotudcy.  This  removal  was  as  unespectcd 
to  the  church,  as  it  was  surprising  to  his  friends.  His 
rsasons  for  it  are  thus  stated  by  himself:  **  One  William. 
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Wood»  a  Baptist  minister,  came  from  Kentucky,  and 
gave  a  very  exalted'  character  of  the  state  of  it/'  He 
made  several  enccmraging  proposals  to  me  to  go  there, 
said  there  was  a  proBpect  of  useftilness  in  the  ministry, 
the  necessity  of  an  old  experienced  minister  to  take  care. 
of  a  young  church  there,  and  flattering  temporal  pros- 
pects for  the  support  of  my  family.  ¥br  these  reasons 
I  concluded  to  remove.  Besides,  I  was  considerably  in- 
debt,  and  saw  no  way  of  being  released,  but  by  selling 
my  house  and  tot.  This  I  concluded  wixild  clear  me,  ■ 
and  enable  me  to  purchase  waggons  and  horses  to  carry 
me  to  Kentucky.  I  called  a  church-meeting,  and  inform* 
ed  them  of  my  intention.  They  treated  it  as  a  chimera, 
and  thought  they  could  stop  me  by  raising  my  salary. 
They,  with  all  possible  coolness,  left  me  to  determine 
for  myself.  I  immediately  determined  to  go,  and  desir- 
ed them  to  look  out  for  a  supply.  This  aroused  them, 
and  they  very  affectionately  urged  me  to  tarry.  I  told 
tb«n,  if  they  had  desired  me  to  stay  before  I  had  put 
it  out  of  my  own  power,  I  should  then  hare  given  jt 
up."* 

Having  resolved  on  removing,'he  sold  his  estate,  com- 
menced his  journey,  and  on  June  17,  17B7,  landed  at 
Limestone,  and  immediately  repaired  to  Washington, 
where  he  tarried  a  while  ;  he  then  went  to  Lexington,  and 
finally  settled  near  Frankfort,  where  he  died  in  i804,  in 
the  7Sth  year  of  his  age.  The  labours  of  this  aged  min* 
ister  were  owned  of  God  for  good  in  K«ituoky ;  but 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  neither  his  luefultKSs  nor 
worldly  comforts  were  so  great  as  he  expected.  Hit 
changes  were  frequent,  and  some  of  them  peculiarly 
trying.  The  encouraging  propose  made  by  Mr.  Wood, 
appear  not  to  have  been  released.  His  wife  was  first 
made  a  cripple  by  a  fa.\\  from  a  horse,  and  soon  after  re>* 
moved  from  him  by  death.  By  most  of  the  Kentucky 
brethren  he  was  honoured  and  esteemed,  and  by  all  <v 
them  his  death  was  much  lamented.  In  17®3,  he  made 
a  visit  to  North-Carolina,  where  he  married,  for  his  se& 
ond  wife,  the  widow  of  Capt.  Thomas  Bryant,  and  daogfa* 
ber  of  Col.  Jonathan  Hunt,  fcwmerly  d  NevJersey,  oa« 

•  TitU  wi;h  ilic  [irrc«Ui)g  extract?,  it  maile  from  Ganc'a  Ufo,  r  l.;ma  \t:{ 
rf  ISO  p;  Ev». 

L  ,  _,.   ,Coo';lc 


91 A  Biograpbj  of  John  Gan$^ 

of  his  old  neighbours  and  uocfaani^ng  friends.  Id  bn  ' 
he  found  an  amiable  hdp-nwet  for  hia  dediaing  -y^ars.  < 
She  had  been  b^tized  t^  bis  son  Stephen,  three'yean 
before,  that  it,  in  I790,when  they  visited North-CanibBa 
together.  She  stiU  aurvivet  bitn,  and  resides  at  fats  hte 
dwelling,  near  Frankfort,  Kpotncky.  While  he  waa 
waiting  for  this  nev  companion  to  arrange  her  affairs  for 
a  removal,  he  visited  Charleston,  South-Carcdina,  and 
also  as  hx  northward  as  his  son  Stephen's,  in  Providence. 
Mr.  Gano,  though  now  somewhat  imp^red  by  ^e, 
was  still  actively  engaged  in  hia  Master's  service  ;  but  in 
3798,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  from  a  horse,  and 
firactured  hia  sfaoulder.blade,  which  deprived  him  of  the 
use  ofone  of  his  arms  for  some  time.  As  he  was  recover*, 
ing  from  this  affliction,  he  was  very  suddenly  seized  ia  his 
bed,  with  a  paratytick  shock,  which  rendered  him  almost 
speechless  for  nearly  a  year.  From  this  shock  he  never 
fully  Tefovered ;  but  his  speedi  was  restored,  and  he  had 
the  use  of  his  limbs  so  far,  that  he  was  able  to  be  carri- 
ed out  to  meetings,  and  preached  frequently,  especially 
in  the  time  of  the  great  revival,  in  an  astonishing  man< 
ner.  While  the  Arian  a^r,  mentioned  in  the  history 
of  the  Elkhom  Association,  was  agitating  the  minds  oi 
many  of  the  Kentucky  brethren,  this  able  advocate  for 
gospel  truth  was  carried  to  Lexington,  assisted  into  the 
pulpit,  where  he  preached  a  masterly  discourse  in  defence 
of  the  proper  Deity  of  the  Saviour,  which  was  thought 
to  have  had  a  considerable  influence  in  checking  the  prev- 
alence of  that  erroneous  system,  whidi  many  were  pre- 
Vtously  inclined  to  embrace. 

'  We  shall  now  take  a  review  of  the  history  of  this  dis- 
tinguished man,  and  exhibit  some  of  those  peculiar  traits 
in  his  character,  which  qualified  him  for  such  abundant 
usefulness,  and  rendered  him  so  famous  amongst  the 
American  Baptists.  Mr.  Gano  was  peculiarly  qualified 
for  an  itinerant  preacher.  He  possessed,  to  a  singular 
degree,  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent,  with  the  barmlessneaa 
of  the  dove.  He  had  a  sagacity  and  quickness  of  percep- 
tion, which  but  few  men  possess  ;  he  had  also  a  happy 
haWiy  in  improving  every  pasring  occurrence  to  some 
useful  purpose.  He  could  abash  and  confotmd  the  o^ 
poser,  without  exuting  his  resentment ;  and  administer 
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tepKwf  and  ioitruction  wture  others  would  be  embar- 
rassed or  silem.  His  memory  was  retentive ;  hiajudg- 
ineat  was  good  ;  his  wit  was  sprightly,  and  always  at 
command ;  his  zeal  was  ardent,  but  well  regulated ; 
his  courage  undaunted ;  his  knowledge  of  men  was  ex- 
tensive :  and  to  all  these  accomplishments  were  added  a 
heart  growing  with  love  to  God  and  men,  and  a  cliarac^ 
ter  l^ir  and  unimpeachable. 

It  is  said  that  Hervey's  servant  declared  his  master 
could  make  a  sermon  out  of  a  pair  of  ton^  ;  and  prob- 
ably not  much  infericMT  to  his,  were  the  inventive  powers- 
of  Mr.  Gano.  He  did  not,  lujwever,  descend  to  the  ab-i 
surd  custom  adopted  by  some,  of  choosing  adverbs  and 
prepo^tions  for  his  texts ;  but  he  had  a  happy  talent  of 
selecting  passages  of  Scripture  descriptive  of  pecuUar  cir- 
cumstances and  passing  events.  We  have  a  -spedmen  of 
this  in  his  preaching  on  the  island  in  South -Carolina. 
His  friends  relate  many  instances  of  the  same  kind,  a  few 
only  of  which  we  shall  notice.  In  one  of  his  journies  at 
the  southward,  he  travelled  in  company  with  a  young 
preacher,  who  has  since  become  an  eminent  character  in 
that  region.  They  took  different  routes  in  the  day,  but 
were  to  meet  in  the  evening,  and  Mr.  Gano  was  ta 
preach.  The  meeting  was  at  a  private  house,  and  he  did 
not  arrive  at  the  place  until  late.  The  young  man  with. 
rductance  began  the  meeting,  and  was  in  prayer  when 
he  came  in.  He  entered  the  assembly  without  being  dis^ 
covered,  and  took  his  place  among  the  hearers  ;  and  just 
as  it  was  time  to  commence  the  sermon,  he  arose  and  said 
with  emphasis,  /  am  come  !  ITwu  with  a  common  tone, 
/  am  come,  that  they  might  have  life,  and  thai  they  might  havt 
^  more  abundantly,  John  x.  10,  and  immediatdy  proceed- 
ed on  in  his  discourse. 

In  going  down  the  Ohio  river,  on  his  removal  to  Ken> 
tucky,  he  and  his  comfanions  met  with  much  tronUe 
on  their  passage  ;  one  of  his  boats  was  overset,  and  some 
valuable  things  were  lost.  Soon  alter  they  landed  in 
Kentucky,  he  preai;hed  from  these  words.  So  they  aUgtt 
t^e  to  land. 

While  in  the  army,  he  was  informed  by  the  General 
OB  Saturday  that  they  should  march  the  next  Monday, 
but  was  requested  not  to  mention  the  matter  until  after 
t^rmoQ  the  next  day.    Thiii  drcumstance  suggested  to 
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hifi  eaiod  these  words,  Being  ready  to  depart  on  then 
from  which  he  preached,  and  as  soon  as  he  had  doae,  tha 
orders  were  g^ven. 

The  fuoerai  of  Gen.  M*Dougal,  a  femous  character 
in^ew-York,  was  ^pointed  on  a  Lord's^y  at  so  early 
aa  hour,  that  there  was  but  little  time  for  the  aitemoon 
service.  The  people  generally,  out  of  respect  to  their' 
illustrious  citizen,  were  preparing  to  attend  hisfunra^ 
Some  congregations  did  not  meet,  but  Mr.  Gano's  did } 
and  he  addressed  them  hastily  from  these  words,  Brttb~ 
rent  the  time  it  short.  Having  respect  to  the  General's 
death,  he  from  this  short  passage,  preached  a  short  but 
well-adapted  discourse,  and  dismissed  the  assembly  sooo 
enough  to  join  the  procession. 

He  had  an  art  pecuHar  to  himself  of  accommodattt^ 
such  passages  to  particular  events.  His  inventive  powers 
were  adequate  to  forming  profitable  discourses  from 
tUmost  any  passage  of  Scripture  at  the  shortest  notice, 
and  through  the  whole  of  his  ministry,  he  frequently 
indulged  this  inimitable  faculty.  I'he  first  sermon  he 
preached  after  his  son  Stephen  vi^ted  him  in  Kentucky, 
was  from  these  words,  /  am  glad  of  the  coming  of  Ste^ 
fbanait  ^c. 

Mr.  Gano  was  personally  known  almost  throughout 
the  United  States ;  and  a  multitude  of  anecdotes  are  told 
respecting  him,  a  few  only  of  which  we  shall  be  able  to 
record. 

In  one  of  his  journies  at  the  southward,  be  called  at  a 
house-and  asked  for  some  corn  for  his  horse,  which  the 
landlord  ordered  hb  little  son  to  carry.  He  then  in- 
quired if  he  was  not  a  minister,  and  being  answered  in 
the  affirmative,  replied,  **  I  have  a  child  1  want  to  get 
baptized  ;  I  have  been  waiting  a  long  time  for  a  priest 
to  come  along,  and  shall  now  wish  to  have  it  done." 
Mr.  Gano  gave  him  to  understand  that  any  service  he 
eouJd  afford  iiim,  should  be  cheerfully  granted.  The  boy 
stood  staring  at  the  priest,  and  neglected  his  errand.  Mr. 
Gano  mentioned  about  his  horse  again.  "  You  son  of  a 
h — h,"  said  the  ftther,  "  why  don't  you  feed  that  horse, 
as  I  told  yon."  The  Iray  then  did  as  he  was  bid,  and 
liis  father  began  ag:un  to  talk  about  bis  child.  "  What," 
aaid  Mr.  Gano,   "  do  you  mean  to  call  it  ?   That  boy. 
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I  percuTc,  is  named.  Son  of  a  b — h.*'  AjEter  this  Angular 
rebuke,  notlung  more  was  said  about  the  christeniag  of 
the  child. 

After  preaching  OQce  ta  Virginia,  in  a  place  notoriously 
wlclced,  two  young  fellows,  supposing  he  had  levelled 
his  censures  against  them,  came  up  and  dared  him  to 
fight.  **  That  is  not  the  way,"  said  he,  "  that  I  defend 
my  sentiments ;  but  if  you  choose  it,  I  will  fight  you,  eith- 
er both  iX  once,  or  one  after  the  other  ;  but  as  I  have  to 
preach  again  very  socui,  I  shall  wish  to  put  it  off  till  after 
the  meeting  -,"  to  which  they  agreed.  As  soon  as  the 
meeting  was  closed,  be  called  the  presumptuous  youths 
forward,  and  told  them  he  was  now  ready  to  fight  them. 
The  eyes  of  all  were  fastened  upon  them ;  yet  notwith- 
standing, they  had  the  hardihond  to  present  themselves  for 
the  combat.  **  If,"  said  he,  '*  I  must  fight  you,  I  shall 
choose  to  do  it  in  some  more  retired  place,  and  not  be- 
fore all  these  people."  With  that  he  waUced  off,  and 
bid  the  young  men  follow  him.  He  then  commenced 
the  attack  in  the  following  manner :  "  Young  gentle- 
men, you  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  your  conduct.  What 
reason  have  you  to  suppose  that  I  had  a  particular  refer- 
ence to  you  ?  I  am  an  entire  stranger  here,  and  know  not 
the  names  nor  characters  of  any.  You  have  proved  by 
your  conduct,  that  you  are  guilty  of  the  vices  I  have  cen- 
sured ;  and  if  you  feel  so  much  disturbed  at  my  reproofs, 
how  will  you  stand  before  the  bar  of  God  ?"  "  I  beg 
your  pardon,"  said  one  ;  "  I  beg  your  pardon,''  said  the 
other ;  '•  t  am  sorry."  **  U  you  are  b^t,  gentlemeu,  we 
will  go  back ;"  and  thus  ended  the  battle. 

While  in  the  army,  Mr.  Gano  had  frequent  opportu* 
nlties  of  administering  reproof  in  his  skilful  and  forcit^e 
manner.  One  morning,  as  be  was  going  to  pray  with 
tho  regiment,  he  passed  by  a  group  of  officers,  one  of 
whom,  (who  had  his  back  towards  him)  was  uttering  his 
profane  expressions  in  a  mtKt  rapid  manner.  The  oiE* 
cers,  one  after  another,  gave  him  the  usual  salutation, 
"Good  morning,  Doctor,"*  said  the  swearing  Lieuten- 
aot.  **  Gcx]d  morning.  Sir,"  replied  the  chaplain  ;  **  you 
pray  early  this  morning."  "  1  beg  your  p:irdon,  8ir." 
"  O,  I  cannot  pardon  you  ;  carry  your  case  to  your  God.'' 


•  Thv  offici^ra  sctnT.iUy  c 
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Oiw  day  he  was  standiag  near  some  ^letters  vho  were 
disputiag  whose  turn  it  was  to  cut  some  -wood  for  the  fire. 

One  profanely  said  he  would  be  d d  if  he  would  cut  it. 

But  he  was  soon  after  convinced  that  the  task  belonged 
Co  him,  and  took  up  the  axe  to  perform  it.  Before  he 
commenced,  Mr.  Gano  stepped  up  to  him,  and  said, 
"  Give  me  the  axe."  **  O  no,"  replied  the  soldier,  *'  the 
diaplain  shan't  cut  wood."  **  Yes,"  said  he,  **  I  must." 
**  But  why  ?"  said  the  soldier.  "  The  reason  is,  I  just 
heard  you  say  that  you  would  be  d— «^  if  you  would  cut 
it  \  and  I  had  rather  take  the  labour  off  your  hands,  than 
,  that  you  should  be  made  miserable  forever." 

While  this  singular  man  resided  in  New- York,  he  was 
introduced  to  a  young  lady,  as  the  only  daughter  df  Es- 
t\\nrt  W.  '*  Ah,"  replied  he,  *'  and  I  can  tell  a  good 

match  for  her,  and  he  is  an  only  Son."  The  young  lady 
tinderstood  his  meaning :  she  was,  not  long  aiter,  united  to 
this  Son,  and  has,  for  about  forty  years,  been  an  onumtent 
to  his  cause. 

In  one  of  his  journies,  he  was  informed  that  there  had 
been  a  revival  of  religion  in  a  certain  place,  which  lay  on 
his  route.  He  arrived  there  in  the  night,  and  called  at  a 
house,  of  which  he  had  no  previous  knowledge.  A  wo- 
man came  to  the  door,  whom  he  addressed  as  follows  : 
^  I  have  understood,,  madam,  that  my  Father  has  some 
children  in  this  place  ;  I  wish  to  inquire  where  they  live, 
that  I  may  hnd  lodgings  to-night."  **  I  hope,"  replied 
the  woman,  "  I  am  one  of  your  Father's  children  •,  come 
in,  dear  ^r,  and  lodge  here." 

The  following  summary  view  of  the  character  of  our 
venerable  Sire,  was  drawn  in  consequence  of  a  particular 
request,  by  Dr.  Richard  Furman,  of  Charleston,  South- 
Carolina,  who  was  personally  acquainted  with  him  in 
different  stages  of  his  life. 

*•  The  late  Rev.  John  Gano  will  be  long  remembered 
with  affection  and  respect  in  the  United  States  of  Ameri. 
ca.  Here  was  his  character  formed  ;  and  here,  as  on  a 
conspicuous  theatre,  were  the  actions  of  his  amiable, 
pious  and  useful  life  exhibited. 

"  He  was,  in  person,  below  the  middle  stature ;  and 
when  young,  of  a  slender  form  ;  but  of  a  firm,  vigorous 
constitution,  well  fitted  for  performing^  active  services 
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\trith  ease,  and  for  sufierino;  labours  and  privations  with 
constancy.  In  the  more  advanced  stages  of  life  hb  body 
tended  to  corpulency }  but  not  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
burden  or  render  him  inactive.  His  presence  was  manly, 
open,  and  engaging.  His  voice  strong  and  commanding, 
yet  agreeable,  and  capable  of  all  those  inflections,  which 
are  suited  to  express  either  the  strong  or  tender  emo- 
tions of  an  intelligent,  feeling  mind.  In  mental  endow- 
ments  and  acquired  abilities  he  appeared  highly  respecta- 
Ue  :  with  clear  conception  and  penetrating  discernment, 
he  formed,  readily,  a  correct  judgment  of  men  and 
things.  His  acquaintance  with  the  learned  languages 
aod  science,  did  not  commence  till  he  arrived  at  man- 
hood, and  was  obtuned  chiefly  by  private  instruction, 
but  under  the  direction  of  a  clerical  gentleman,  well 
qualified  for  the  office.  To  the  refinements  of  learning 
he  did  not  aspire  \  his  chief  object  was  such  a  competent 
ac<}uaintance  with  its  principles^  as  would  enable  him  to 
apply  them  with  advantage  to  purposes  of  general  use- 
fulness in  religion,  and  to  the  most  important  iuterests 
of  society  ;  and  to  thb  he  attained. 

"  His  mind  was  formed  for  social  intercourse)  and  for 
friendship.  Such  was  his  unaffected  humility,  candour, 
and  good  will  to  men,  that  few,  if  any,  have  enjoyed 
more  satis&ction  in  the  company  of  his  friends,  or  have, 
in  return,  afforded  them,  by  their  conversaticHi,  a  higher 
degree  of  pleasure  and  moral  improvement. 

"  His  passions  were  strong,  and  his  sensibility  could  be 
easily  excited  ;  but  so  chastened  and  regulated  were  they 
by  the  meekness  of  wisdom,  that  he  preserved  great  com- 
posure of  spirit,  and  command  of  his  words  and  actions, 
even  in  times  of  trial  aod  provocation,  when  many,  who 
yet  might  justly  rank  with  the  wise  aod  good,  would  be 
thrown  into  a  state  of  perturbation,  and  hurried  into 
extravagance. 

"  As  a  nunister  of  Christ,  he  shone  like  a  star  of  the 
first  magnitude  in  the  American  churches,  and  moved  in 
a  widely  extended  field  of  action.  For  this  office  God 
had  endowed  him  with  a  large  portion  of  grace,  and  with 
excellent  gifts.  "  He  believed^  and  therefore  tpake^* 
Having  discerned  the  excellence  of  gospel  truths,  and 
the  importance  of  eternal  realities,  he  felt  their  power 
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on  hts  own  soul,  and  accordingly  he  incuksted  and  urged 
them  on'  the  minds  of  his. hearers  with  persuasive  ekv 
quence  and  force.  He  was  not  deficient  in  doctrinal  dis> 
cussion,  or  what  rfaetiH'icians  style  the  demonstratt'wc 
character  of  a  discourse ;  but  he  excelled  in  the  patbet- 
ia,  in  pungent,  forcible  addresses  to  the  heart  and  cxo- 
sdence.  The  careless  and  irreverent  were  suddenly  .ar- 
rested, and  stood  awed  before  him  ;  and  the  inseasifale 
were  made  to  feel,  white  he  asserted  and  maintained  the 
honour  of  his  God«  expluned  the  meaning  of  the  divine 
law,  shewing  its  purity  and  justice ;  exposed  the  sinner's 
gnilt ;  proved  him  to  be  nuserable,  nuaed,  and  inezcu^ 
aUe,  and  called  him  to  uni^gned,  immediate  repentano^ 
But  he  was  not  less  a  son  tx  consolation  to  the  moar^ 
ing  sinner,  who  lamented  bis  offences  committed  against 
God,  who  £elt  th*  {dagne  of  a  corrupt  heart,  and  luogcd 
for  salvation  ;  nor  did  he  fail  to  speak  a  ^kqtA  of  diceo 
tion,  support  and  comfort,  in  due  season,  to  die  tried, 
tempted  believer.  He  knew  how  to  publish  the  f^»A 
tidings  of  salvation  in  the  Redeemer's  name,  for  the  con- 
solation of  all  who  believed  in  him,  oc  had  discovered 
their  need  of  his  mediation  and  grace ;  and  to  him  thb 
was  a  delightfol  employment.  Success  attended  his  taai^ 
istrations,  and  many  owned  him  for  their  £tther  in  the 
gospel. 

**  The  doctrines  he  embraced  were  those  which,  are 
contained  in  the  Baptist  Confession  of  Futh,  and  are 
commonly  styled  Calvinistick.  But  he  was  of  a  liberal 
mind,  and  esteemed  pious  men  of  every  denomination. 
White  he  muotained  with  consbtent  firmness,  ttie  doc- 
trines which  he  believed  to  be  the  truths  of  God,  he  was 
modest  in  the  judgment  which  he  formed  of  his  own 
o^nion,  and  careful  to  avoid  giving  offence,  or  grievii^ 
any  good  man,  who  di&red  from  him  in  sentiment. 
Hence,  he  was  cordially  esteemed  and  honoured  by  the 
wise  and  good  of  all  denominations.* 

•  All  hotiour:iblc  lestimon;'  w«s  borne  to  his  minlsteriki  atnlities  and  senice, 
bv  a  respectable  cleri^-Tiian  of  the  Ejnaci^t  church,  who  had  mode  ^xtensiie 

observationii  on  piibiick  characters.  Aftev  going  to  Iiear  liim,  pei^iapi  at  af- 
ferent timcf ,  while  he  was  employed  iti  tlie  rei;iilar  cnMric  of  service  in  b'a 
own  ehurch,  in  iLie  dty  of  NeW'York.  i\vs  clergyman  noted  hi  )m  jgumal, 
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**  His  attachment  to  hircountry  as  a  cit  izeo,  vas  unshak- 
en, in  the  times  whidi  tried  men's  souls ;  and  as  a  chap- 
lain in  the  army,  for  a  term  of  years,  while  excluded 
from  tns  church  and  home^  he  rendered  it  essential  sei^- 
vice.  Preserving  his  moral  dignity  with  the  purity  which 
becomes  a  gospel  minister,  he  commanded  respect  from 
the  officers ;  and  by  his  condescension  and  kindness,  won 
the  affections  of  the  soldiers,  inspiring  them  by  his  exam- 
ple, with  bis  own  courage  and  firmness,  while  toiling  with 
them  through  military  scenes  of  hardship  and  danger.  ■ 
**  He  lived  to  a  good  old  x^q  y  ■  served  his  generation  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  God ;  saw  his  posterity  multiplying 
around  him ;  his  country  independent,  free  and  haj^  ; 
the  church  of  Christ,  for  which  he  felt  and  laboured, 
advancing ;  and  thus  he  closed  his  eyes  in  peace ;  his 
heart  expanding  with  the  sublime  hope  of  immortality 
and  heavenly  bBss. 

'  **  Like  John,  the  harbinger  of  our  Redeemer,  *'  be 
was  a  burning  and  a  shining  light,  and  many  rejoiced  in 
las  li^t."  Resembling  the  sun,  he  arose  in  the  church 
wUh  morning  brigl^ness,  advanced  regnlaily  to  his  sta- 
don  of  meridian  splendour,  and  then  gently  declined  with 
mild  efiiilgence;  till  he  disapp«ired,  without  a  cloud  t» 
intercut  his  rays,  or  obscure  his  glory." 


[Tbe  fbllowii^  biof^phical  iketcbes  of  that  excellent  man  who  is  the  subject 
of  them,  have  been  selected  from  tiro  funeral  sermms,  which  were  preach- 
ed Mon  ttfter  hw  deceue ;  theonebfUr.  Richard  Funnin,hbMccesKir  in 
the  pitsloral  cire  of  the  Ebiptltt  church,  in  Charlestoti  (S.  C.)  and  the  other 
by  Dr.  William  Ku^rs,  (fPhilatlelphuL  Some  ni^stance  m  the  compibtinn 
hu  been  derived  fnm  the  Hteny  u'  die  ChuleAcn  Anociubn  by  Mf.  ' 
Wood  Furman.] 

Oliver.  Hart,  a.  k.  was  born  of  reputable  parents, 
in  Warminster  township,  Bucks  county,  ftnnsylvania, 
July  5, 17^3.  His  attention  to  religion,  and  conversion 
to  God,  were  at  an  early  period  of  his  life  ;  for  he  made 
a  pubGck  profession  of  religion  at  Southampton,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  was  received  a  member  of  the  church  in 
that  place  In  1741,  in  the  18th  year  of  his  age  ;  having 
been  previously  baptized  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jenkin  Jones. 
At  that  time,  the  power  of  religion  was  greatly  display. 
ed  in  various  parts  of  this  ccmtinent,  under  the  minis- 


S2*  Biography  of  Oliver  Hart. 

try  of  those  eminent  servants  of  Christ,  Rev.  George 
Whitefield,  of  the  Episcopal  church,  the  Tennants,  En- 
wards,  and  their  associates  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Con- 
gregadonal  churches ;  and  of  the  Rev.  Abel  Morgan, 
and  others  of  the  Baptist  cimrch.  Several  of  these,  Mr. 
Hart,  at  this  time,  used  to  hear  ;  and  has  unce  professed 
to  have  received  much  benefit  from  their  preaching, 
particularly  from  Mr.  Whitefield's. 

Five  years  after  making  bis  publick  profession  of 
religion,  on  the  20th  of  December,  1746,  he  was  licen- 
sed to  preach,  by  the  church  with  which  he  first  united  ; 
and  on  the  18th  of  October,  1749,  was  ordained  to  the 
great  work  of  the  gospel  ministry. 

The  call  for  ministers  in  the  southern  States  being 
great  at  that  time,  and  the  church  at  Charleston  (S.  C) 
being  destitute,  he  was  induced,  immediately  after  his 
ordination,  to  set  out  for  that  dty,  where  he  arrived 
early  in  December,  on  the  very  day  the  famous  Mr. 
-  Chanler,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Ashley  River,  then  the 
only  ordained  minister  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  and  who  had  preached  part  of 
his  time  for  the  church  in  Charleston,  as  a  supply,  was 
buried.  The  Charleston  church,  in  her  destitute  situa- 
tion, had  made  applications,  both  to  Europe  and  the 
northern  States,  for  a  suitable  minister ;  and  one  who 
had  been  described  as  such  was  actually  expected  :  but 
the  unexpected  coining  of  Mr.  Hart  was  considered  as 
directed  by  a  special  providence  ;  and  so  great  was  the 
satisfaction  of  the  church,  on  hearing  him,  that  he  was 
immediately  invited  to  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  them  i 
with  which  he  was  accordingly  invested  on  the  I6th  of 
February  fisUowlng. 

For  thirty  years  from  this  period,  he  executed  the 
office  of  pastor  of  that  church,  as  a  faithful,  evangelick 
minbter  of  Christ,  passing  through  a  variety  of  scenes 
both  of  joy  and  depression  ;  but  exhibiting,  at  all  times, 
an  uprightness  and  dignity,  both  of  temper  and  conduct, 
becoming  his  religious  and  sacred  character.  His  life 
was  exemplary,  and  his  usefulness  conspicuous.  But  on 
the  approach  of  the  British  fleet  and  army,  to  which 
Charleston  was  surrendered  in  17S0,  b  eing  justly  appre- 
hensive  of  the  consequences  which  r  esuUed  from  the 
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siege,  and  desiring  to  preserve  bis  political  liberty,  wtt^ 
which  he  found  his  religious  intimately  connected,  he  re- 
tired to  the  northern  States.  There  the  attention  of 
the  Baptist  chtirch  at  Hc^well,  in  the  State  of  New-Jer- 
sey, was  soon  attracted  towards  him,  and  in  consequence 
of  a  pressing  invitation  from  them,  he  became  their  pas* 
tor  OD  the  16th  of  December  the  same  year,  and  lerved 
them  in  that  capacity,  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  valua- 
ble life. 

For  some  years  towards  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  the 
infirmities  of  age,  and  several  severe  attacks  of  different 
diseases,  had  greatly  reduced  his  bodily  strength,  and 
disqualified  him  for  the  constant  performance  nf  pxiblick 
duties  ;  and  on  the  31st  of  December,  1795,  in  the  73d 
year  of  his  age,  he  surrendered  his  soul  into  the  hands- 
of  his  God  and  Redeemer. 

**  To  those  of  you,  my  dear  hearers,  (says  Dr.  Furman 
in  his  funeral  sermon)  who  enjoyed  the  honour  and  happi- 
ness of  an  acquaintance  with  the  venerable  deceased,  an 
account  of  his  character  is  unnecesary  ;  it  shone  conspic- 
uously in  your  view.  But  to  the  younger  part  of  my 
audience,  and  to  those  friends  who  have  come  lately 
among  us,  it  may  afibrd  useful  information. 

''In  his  person  he  was  somewhat  tall,  well  propor- 
tioned, and  of  a  graceful  appearance  ;  of  an  active, 
vigorous  constitution,  before  it  had  been  impaired  by 
close  application  to  his  studies,  and  by  bis  abundant  la- 
bours ;  his  countenance  was  open  and  manly  ;  his  voice 
clear,  harmonious  and  commanding  ;  the  powers  of  his 
mind  were  strong  and  capacious,  and  enriched  by  a  fund 
of  useiiil  knowledge ;  his  taste  was  elegant  and  refined. 
Though  he  had  not  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  collegi- 
ate education,  nor  indeed  much  assistance  from  any  per> 
sonal  instruction,  such  was  his  application,  that  by  pri- 
vate study  he  obtained  a  considerable  acquaintance  with 
classical  learning,  and  explored  the  fiekls  of  science  ;  so 
that  in  the  year  176t>,  the  college  of  Rhode-Island,  tn 
honour  to  his  literary  merit,  conftHred  on  him  the  degree 
of  master  in  the  liberal  arts. 

*'  But  as  a  Christian  and  Divine,  his  character  was  most 
conspicuous ;  no  person  who  heard  hb  piousj  experi- 
ptental  discourses,  or  hb  aflectionate,  fervent  adckesses 
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to  God  IB  prayer  ;  Who  beheld  die  zezl  dd  constancy 
be  maatfnted  in  ttie  pnUick  exerdses  of  nligian,  or  the 
diftinterestedoesa,  humility,  benerolenDe,  charity,  dcve- 
tion,  and  equanianicy  of  t«iper  he  discovered  on  all  oc- 
cosioiw  in  the  private  walks  of  life,  conld  for  a  moment 
doubt  of  hia  b«ng  not  only  truly^  bnt  emnentiy  rdigioiuL 
He  possessed  in  a  large  flieaaure  the  meral  uid  sociu  vir- 
tues, and  had  a  mind  formed  for  friendship.  In  all  his 
relative  connexions,  as  husband,  father,  brother,  master, 
be  acted  with  the  greatest  pn^n-iety,  and  was  endeared 
to  those  who  were  connected  with  him  in  the  tender  ties. 

*'  fVom  a  part  of  his  diary  now  in  my  possession,  it 
appeu's  that  he  took  more  than  (ordinary  pains  to  walk 
humbly  and  faithfully  with  God ;  to  Uve  under  impre»- 
sions  at  the  love  of  Christ ;  to  walk  in  the  light  of  the 
divine  presence  ;  and  to  improve  all  his  time  and  c^ipor- 
tunities  to  the  noblest  purposes  of  religion  and  virtue. 

"lb.  bis-religious  principles,  he  wasafixed  Calvinist, 
and  a  consistent,  lilxral  iEbiptist.  The  doctrines  of  ^tv, 
^caaeiu  gratej  were  predous  to  him ;  Christ  Jesus,  ntd 
^am  crucified,  in  the  perfection  of  his  righteousness,  the 
merit  of  his  death,  the  prevalence  of  his  intercession, 
and  efficacy  of  bis  grace,  was  the  foundation  of  his  hope, 
ihe  source  of  his  joy,  and  the  ddightfiil  theme  of  hii 
preaching. 

"  His  sermona  were  peculiarly  serious,  containing  a 
]U4)fiy  assemblage  of  doctrinal  and  practical  truths,  set 
in  an  engaging  light,  and  enforced  with  ccmvincing  aiv 
guments.  For  the  discussion  of  doctrinal  tmtfas,  be  wai 
more  especially  eminent,  to  which  also  he  was  prepared, 
by  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  sacred  Scriptures^ 
and  an  extensive  reading  of  the  most  valuaUe,  both  of 
ancient  and  modern  authors.  His  eloqtKnce,  at  least  in 
the  middle  stages  of  life,  was  not  of  the  most  popular 
kind,  but  perspicuous,  nnnly,  and  flawing ;  sudi  av  aJt 
forded  pleasure  to  persons  of  true  taste,  and  edificatim 
to  the  serious  hearer. 

**  With  these  varkms  qualifications  for  usefulness,  he 
possessed  an  ardent  derare  to  be  as  useful  as  possible ; 
\i^ch  cannot  be  better  r^resented  than  in  his  own 
words,  u  recorded  is  the  diary  before  refemed  to,  and 
which  comprehends-  a  part  of  his  li&,  ^en  the  power 
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of  ^vine  grace  was  eminently  displayed  in  tbis  church. 
The  arti(£  here  selected  was  written  just  before  that 
work  of  grace  began,  and  exemplifies  in  him  the  pious 
Christian,  as  wdl  as  the  foithfal  Divisej 

"  Monday,  Aug.  5,  1 754.  I  do  this  morning  feel  niy> 
self  oppressed  under  a  sense  of  my  barrenness.  Alas ! 
what  do  I  for  God  ?  I  am,  indeed,  employed  in  his  vine- 
yard ;  but  I  fear  to  little  purpose.  I  iieel  the  want  of  the 
life  and  power  of  rdigion  in  my  own  heart .-  this  causes 
such  a  languor  in  all  my  duties  to  Ood— tlits  makes  me 
so  poor  an  improver  of  time.  Alas !  I  am  frequently  on 
my  bed,  to  my  shame,  when  I  ought  to  be  on  my  knees. 
Sbmetimes  the  sun  appears  in  the  horizon,  and  be^UB 
his  d!U^  course,  before  I  have  paid  my  tribute  of  praise 
to  God  ;  and,  perhaps,  while  I  am  indulging  myself  in 
inactive  slumbers.  C5h,  wretched  stupidity  !  Oh,  that^ 
for  time  to  come,  I  may  become  more  active  for  God  ! 
I  would  this  moniiag  resolve,  before  thee,  O  God,  and 
in  thy  name  and  strength,  to  devote  myself  more  unr&- 
•ervedly  to  thy  service  than  I  have  hitherto  done :  I 
would  resolve  to  be  a  better  improver  of  my  time,  than 
I  have  hertofore  been ;  to  rise  earlier  in-  the  morning } 
to  he.  sooner  with  thee  in  secret  devotion ;  and  oh,  that 
I  may  be  more  devont  therein !  1  would  be  more  en- 
gaged in  my  studies.  Grant,  O  Lord,  that  I  may  im- 
prove more  by  them !  And  when  I  go  :dMx»d,  enable 
me  better  to  improve  my  vbits,  that  I  may  always  leave 
a  savour  of  divine  things  behind  me.  When  I  go  to  thy 
house  to  speak  forthee,  may  I. always  go  full  fraught 
with  thingi  divine,  and  be  enabled  faithfully  andfecding. 
ly.to  dispense  the  word  of  life.  I  would  bena.  and  end 
every  day  with.  thee.  Teach  me  to  study  thy  glory  in 
all  1  do.  Andwilfi  thou  be  with,  me  also  in  the-aight 
watches.  Teach  me  to  meditate  of  thee  on  my  bed* 
May  roy  ^eep  be  sanctified  to  me,  that  I  may  thereby 
be  fitted  to  thy  .eervice,  nor  ever  detire  mors  than  an- 
swers to  this  important  end.  Thus  teach  me  to  number 
my  days,  that  i  may  apply  my  heart  UHto  wisdom." 

"These  virtuois  resolutions  and  pious- breathings  of 
soul,  were -seconded  by  becommg  exertions,  both  of  a  pub- 
lick  and  private  nature,  in  bis  own  congregation  }  and 
by  correspondent  labours  in  churches  abroad  j   nor  were 
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they  without  success.  Abhy  owned  htm  as  their  father 
ia  the  gospel  -,  among  these  are  two.  distinguished  2nd 
useful  ministers,  who  survive  him,  and  shine  as  difiuuve 
lights  in  the  church.*  These  were  not  only  awakened 
under  his  preacliing,  but  introduced  also  by  him  into  a 
course  of  study,  for  the  ministry. 

*'  The  formation  of  a  society  in  this  city,  to  assist  {nous 
young  men  in  obtaining  education  for  the  publick  services 
of  the  church,  and  which  has  been  of  use  to  several, 
originated  with  him  ;  and  he  was  a  prime  mover  in  that 
plan  ibr  the  association  of  churches,  by  which  so  many 
of  our  churches  are  very  happily  united  at  the  present 
day.  To  him  also,  in  conjunction  with  his  beloved  and 
amiable  friends,  now  I  trust  with  God,  Rev.  Francis  Pe- 
lot,  and  Mr.  David  Williams,  is  that  valuable  work  of 
publick  utility,  the  System  of  Church  Discipline,  to  be  as^ 
cribed.  His  printed  sermons  have  contributed  to  the 
general  interest  of  religion,  and  his  extensive  regular 
correspondence,  has  been  the  means  of  conveying  ration- 
al pleasure  and  religious  improvement  to  many. 

"  To  all  which  may  be  added,  bis  uijefulness  as  a  citi- 
zen of  America.  Prompt  in  his  judgment,  ardent  in  his 
love  of  liberty,  and  rationally  jealous  for  the  rights  of  his 
country ;  he  took  an  early  and  decided  part  in  those 
measures,  which  led  our  patriots  to  successful  opposition 
against  the  encroachments  of  arbitrary  power  }  and 
iirought  us  to  possess  all  the  blessings  of  our  happy  inde- 
pendence. Yet  he  did  not  mix  politicks  with  the  gospel, 
nor  desert  the  duties  of  hk  station  to  pursue  them ;  but 
attending  to  each  in  its  proper  place,  he  gave  weight  to 
his  political  sentiments,  by  the  propriety  and  uprightness 
of  his  conduct  j  and  the  influence  of  it  was  felt  by  many. 

"  But  this  amiable  and  excellent  man  has  now  finish- 
ed his  course,  and  is  gtme  to  render  an  account  <^  his 
stewardship  to  his  Lord  and  Master,  to  whom  he  knew 
he  was  accountable  for  bis  various  gifts  and  graces,  and 
whom  to  serve  and  honour  was  his  delighthil  employ. 
On  such  an  occasion  we  are  ready  to  exclaim  with  £U- 
sha,  when  he  beheld  the  ascending  prophet,  *'  My  &ther ! 

•Rev.  Dr.  Siillman,  of  Boston,  whosepraibc  isin  all  llicdiurclits;  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Bottfbnl,  anioiiK  oui'selve*.  To  these  may  be  addcvl  a  IhiiiJ,  Mr.  Kwhi, 
ntKi<iiK<:«cd^Mi.  Hi>n,iLst>a»or  of  the  church  at  llopcwcU,  April  Stli,  ITSta. 
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tny  fether !  the  chariot  of  Itfad  and  the  hocsenwn  there- 
of!"  Our  beloved  friend  b  removed  from  the  world  j 
and  2II  those  among  whom  he  ooce  went  preaching 
the  gospel  of  Christ,  shall,  in  the  flesh,  see  his  face 
no  more.  May  Heaven  support  his  {uous,  weeping 
widow,  so  greatly  bereaved  ;  and  may  indulgent  Provi- 
dence  and  grace  provide  for  the  youth  who  is  left  as  the 
BOO  of  his  ^d  age  !" 

The  following  account  of  Mr.  Hart's  last  illness  and 
death  is  found  in  a  note  in  Dr.  Roger»*s  funeral  sermon.' 

"  For  many  months  previous  to  bis  death,  he  repeat- 
edly said,  that  he  viewed  himself  as  a  dying  man.  A  few 
days  after  he  was  taken  with  his  last  iUness,  and  whik 
he  was  able  to  walk  about  the  room,  he  called  for  his 
Will,  gave  it  to  a  friend,  and  desired  him  to  get  his  re- 
mains conveyed  to  Southampton,  the  family  burying- 
place.  It  was  with  such  difficulty  at  this  time  that  h* 
drew  his  breath ;  and  the  agony  he  was  in,  was  so  great, 
that  be  said,  he  should  not  think  it  strange  if  he  ehonld 
go  into  convulsions.  The  struggle  for  breath  broke  a 
vessel,  and  he  spat  a  quantity  of  blood  ;  yet  not  a  mur- 
mur or  undue  complaint !  He  would  frequently  lift  up 
his  hands  and  say,  '*  Poor  mortal  man !"  A  friend  onca 
relied,  '*  This  mortal  shall  put  on  immortality" — he  an- 
swered, "  Yes !  yes !"  He  would  often  say,  **  I  want,  I 
want !"  Being  asked  what  he  wanted  i  "  1  want  the  will 
of  the  Lord  to  be  dcme !"  The  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Home 
called  to  see  him ;  be  asked  him  if  he  felt  comfortable } 
he  replied,  "  God  is  an  all-sufficient  Saviour  !" 

**  A  person,  who  at  one  time  was  sitting  by,  and  ob- 
serving his  great  bodily  distress,  said,  "  How  happy  for 
Mr.  Hart,  that  he  has  but  one  work  to  do!"  Dying  was 
meant.  He  immediately  replied,  *'  Christ  is  the  end  of 
the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth  1" 

Dee,  20.  He  called  for  all  around  him,  to  help  him 
praite  the  Lord  for  what  be  bad  dam  for  hit  loul.  Being 
told  he  would  soon  join  the  company  of  saints  and  angels, 
he  replied,  "  Enough,  enough  1" 

Dec.  SO.  His  cough  and  spitting  of  blood  increased, 
and  every  breath  was  accompanied  with  a  groan.  When 
he  died,  he  just  put  his  head  a  little  back,  closed  his  eyn 
as  if  he  were  gomg  into  a  sleep,  and  expired !" 

roi..  2.  42  ,1 
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Mr.  Hart  was  twice  inarri«d  ;  his  first  wif«  was  Miss 
Sarah  Brecs,  by  whom  he  bad  eight  children,  a]l  of  whom 
were  dead,  except  two,  in  1 796,  and  these  members  of 
the  church  in  Charleaton  (S.  C.)  His  second  wife  was 
Mrs.  Anne  Grimball,  relict  of  Mr.  Charles  Grimball  of 
South-Carolina,  by  whom  be  had  two  sons ;  the  first  died 
young;  the  other,  whose  name  is  William  Rogers,*  is 
living  in  South-Carolina. 

Several  sermons  and  other  compositions  of  Mr.  Han't 
liavc  appeared  in  print,  vtz.  Dancing  Exploded  ;  A  Fu' 
neral  Discourse,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  Rev. 
William  Tennant ;  The  Christian  Temple  ;  A  Circular 
Letter  on  Christ's  Mediatorial  Character ;  America's 
Remembrancer ;  and  A  Gospel  Church  pourtrayed.  Be- 
sides these,  he  has  left  in  manuscript  many  valuable  dis- 
courses on  publick  and  common  occasions,  exclusive  of 
other  writings. 

'  For  a  time  during  his  ministry  in  Charleston,  Mr. 
Hart  suSered  a  distressing  trial,  in  consequence  of  an  at- 
tempt to  supplant  him  in  the  pastoral  office,  and  place 
ID  his  room  Mr.  Bedgegood,  who  was  then  his  assistant, 
and  possessed  popular  talents,  though  not  free  from 
blemishes  of  character.  His  consaentious  oppoution 
was  by  some  attributed  to  envy ;  and  on  the  failure  of 
the  mn,  several  of  the  wealthier  members  withdrew. 

Mr.  Hart  was  zealous  and  active  in  the  cause  of 
Americari  independence.  In  1775  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Council  of  Safety,  which  then  exercised  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority  in  South-CaroKna,  to  travel  in  con- 
junction with  Hon.  William  H,  Drayton  and  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Tennant,  into  the  interior  of  the  State,  and  concil- 
iate the  inhat^tants  to  the  measures  of  Congress,  by  re- 
moving their  prejudices,  and  giving  them  a  just  view  of 
their  political  interests.  It  was  believed  that  the  infiu* 
ence  of  Mr.  Hart,  exerted  on  this  occasion,  was  the 
means  of  preventing  bloodshed,  when  the  tories  first 
embodied. 


Samuel  Harkis.— By  reverting  to  the  biography  of 
Mr.  Marshall,  the  reader  will  find  thatinoneof  lusevan- 
gelical  joumies,  he  had  the  singular  happiness  to  baptize 

*  Nuned  afler  Dr.  Rogers,  of  Phflulelphia. 


Biogr/^bj  ef  Samuel  HarrU.  SSI 

Mr:  Samud,  commonly  called  Colonel  Harris.  Mr.  Harris 
was -born  in  Hanover  county,  Virginia,  Jan.  12,  1724. 
Fev  men  could  boast  of  more  respectable  parentage, 
^s  education,  though  not  the  most  liberal,  was  very 
considerate  for  the  customs  of  that  day.  When  young, 
be  moved  to  the  county  of  Pittsylvania  ;  and  as  he  ad- 
vanced in  age,  became  a  favourite  with  the  people  as  well 
as  with  the  rulers.'  He  was  appointed  Church  Warden, 
Sheriff,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Burgess  for  the  county^ 
Colonel  of  the  Militia,  Captain  of  Mayo  Fort  and  Com* 
missary  ibr  the  fort  and  army.  All  these  things,  how- 
ever, he  counted  but  dross,  that  he  might  win  Christ 
Jesus,  and  become  a  minister  of  his  word  among  the 
Baptists ;  a  sect  at  that  time  every  where  spoken  against. 
His  conversion  was  effected  in  the  following  way  :  He 
first  became  serious  and  melancholy  without  knowing 
why.  By  reading  and  conversation  he  discovered  that 
he  was  a  helpless  sinner,  and  that  a  sense  of  hit  guile 
was  the  true  cause  of  his  gloom  of  mind.  Pressed  with 
this  conviction,  he  ventured  to  attend  Baptist  preaching. 
On  one  of  his  routes  to  visit  the  forts  in  his  offidal  charac- 
ter, he  called  at  a  small  house,  where,  he  understood, 
there  was  to  be  Baptist  preaching.  The  preachers  were 
Joseph  and  William  Murphy,  at  that  time  commonly 
called  Murphy's  boys.  Being  equipped  in  his  military 
dress,  he  was  not  willing  to  appear  in  a  conspicuous  place. 
God,  nevertheless,  found  him  out  by  his  Spirit.  His 
convictions  now  sunk  so  deep,  th:U^  he  was  no  longer  able 
to  conceal  them.  He  left  his  swordand  other  partsof 
his  equipments,  some  in  one  place  and  some  in  anotlier. 
The  arrows  of  the  Almighty  stuck  fast  in  him,  nor 
could  he  shake  them  off  until  some  time  after.  At  a 
meeting,  when  the  congregation  rose  from  prayer,  C<d. 
Harris  was  observed  still  on  his  knees,  with  his  head  and 
hands-hanging  over  the  bench.  Some  of  the  people  went 
to  his  relief,  and  found  him  senseless.  When  he  came 
to  himself,  he  smiled ;  and  in  an  ecstasy  of  joy,  exclaimed. 
Glory !  glory  !  dory  !  &c.  Soon  after  this  he  was  bap- 
tized by  Rev.  Daniel  Marshall,  as  mentioned  above. 
This  probably  took  place  some  time  in  the  year  175B. 
He  did  not  confer  with  flesh  and  blood,  but  immediately 
began  his  miniaterial  labours  ;  wtuch  afterwards  proved 
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80  effectual  as  to  acquire  him  the  name  of  the  Virginu 

Apostle. 

In  1 TSQ  he  was  ordained  a  ruling  elder.  His  labours 
were  chiefly  confined,  for  the  first  six  or  seven  years,  to 
the  adjacent  counties  of  Virginia  and  North-Can^na  i 
never  having  past  to  the  north  of  James  River  until  the 
year  1765.  During  the  first  years  of  hii  ministry,  he 
often  travelled  with  Mr.  Marshall  j  and  must  have 
caught  much  of  his  spirit,  for  there  is  obviously  a  ctm- 
siderabie  resemblance  in  thnr  manners.  January,  1765, 
Allen  Wyley  travelled  out  to  Pittsylvania,  to  seek  for  a 
preacher.  He  had  been  previously  baptized  by  some 
regular  Baptist  minister  in  Fauquier  j  but  not  being  aWe 
to  procure  preachers  to  attend  in  his  own  neighbourhood, 
and  hearing  of  New-lights,  (as  they  were  called  in  North- 
Carolina)  he  set  out  by  himself,  scarcely  knowing  whither 
he  was  going.  God  directed  his  way,  and  brought  him 
into  the  neighborhood  of  Mr.  Harris,  on  a  meeting  day. 
He  went  to  the  meeting,  and  was  immediately  noticed 
by  Mr.  Harris,  and  asked  whence  he  came  ?  He  replied 
that  he  was  seeking  a  gospel  minister ;  and  God  having 
directed  his  course  to  him,  that  he  was  the  man,  and  that 
he  wished  him  to  go  with  him  to  Culpepper.  Mr.  Har- 
ris agreed  to  go,  like  Peter,  nothin'g  doubting  but  it  was 
a  call  from  God.  This  visit  was  abundantly  blessed  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  Redeemer's  cause.  Soon  after 
be  had  returned,  three  messengers  came  from  Spottsyl- 
Tania  to  obtain  Mr.  Harris's  services.  He  departed  in- 
to North-Carolina  to  seek  James  Read,  who  was  ordain- 
ed to  the  ministry.  Their  labours  were  so  highly  fiu 
vourcd,  that  from  that  time  Mr.  Harris  became  almost 
a  constant  traveller.  Not  confining  himself  to  narrow 
limit*!,  but  led  on  from  place  to  place,  wherever  he  could 
see  an  opening  to  do  good,  there  he  would  hoist  the  flag 
of  peace.  There  was  scarcely  any  place  in  Virginia,  in 
which  he  did  not  sow  the  gospel  seed.  It  was  not  until 
1769,  that  this  eminently  useful  man  was  ordained  to 
the  administration  of  ordinances.  Why  he  was  not  or- 
dained at  an  earlier  period,  is  not  certainly  known  j 
some  say,  that  he  did  not  wish  it ;  others,  that  his  opin- 
ions respecting  the  support  of  ministers  were  (Ejected 
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to  by  the  leading  elders.    After  hu  ordinaticm,  he  b:^ 
tized  as  well  as  preached. 

In  every  point  of  view,  Mr.  Harris  might  be  consider- 
ed as  one  of  the  most  excellent  of  men.  Being  in  easy 
orcumstant^s  when  he  became  religious,  he  devoted  not 
only  himself  but  almost  all  his  property  to  religious  ob- 
jects. He  had  begun  a  large  new  dwelling-bouse,  suita- 
ble to  hii  former  aigntty,  vdiich,  as  soon  as  it  was  en-  • 
closed,  he  appropriated  to  the  use  d  pabHck  worship,  con- 
tinuing to  live  in  the  old  one. 

After  maintaining  his  hmily  in  a  very  frugal  manner, 
he  distributed  his  surplus  income  to  charitable  purp(»es. 
During  the  war,  when  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  pro- 
cure salt,  he  kept  two  waggons  running  to  Petersburg, 
to  bring  up  salt  for  his  neighbours.  His  manners  were 
of  tlie  most  wnnning  sort,  having  a  singular  talent  at 
touching  the  fieelings.  He  scarcely  ever  went  into  a 
boDse,  without  exhorting  and  praying  iot  those  he  met 
there. 

As  a  doctrinal  preacher.  Us  talents  were  rather  bdow 
mediocrity,  unless  at  those  times  when  he  was  highly 
f»roured  from  above  ;  then  he  would  sometimes  display 
considerable  ingenuity.  His  excellency  lay  chiefly  in  ad- 
dressing the  heart,  and  perhaps  even  Whitefiekl  did  not 
surpass  him  in  this.  When  animated  himself,  he  seldom 
failed  to  animate  his  auditory.  Some  have  described 
him,  when  exhorting  at  great  meetings,  as  pouring  forth 
streams  of  celestial  lightning  from  his  eyes,  which, 
whithersoever  he  turned  hia  face,  would  strike  down 
hundreds  at  once.  Hence  he  is  bften  called  iioanerges. 
So  much  was  Mr.  Harris  governed  by  his  fedings,  that 
if  he  began  to  preach  and  did  not  feel  some  liberty  of 
utterance,  he  would  tell  his  audience  he  could  not  preach 
without  the  Lord,  and  then  sit  down.  ■  Not  long  before 
the  commencement  <rf  the  great  revival  in  Virginia,  Mr. 
H.  had  a  paralytic  shock,  from  which  he  never  entirely  re- 
covered. Yet  this  did  not  deter  him  from  his  diligent 
usefulness.  If  he  could  not  go  as  far,  he  was  still  not 
idle  within  that  sphere  aUoWed  him  by  his  infirmities. 
At  all  Associations  and  general  committees,  where  he  was 
dft^ated,  he  was  almost  invariably  made  moderator. 
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This  office,  like  every  thing  else,  he  discharged  with  some 
degree  of  singularity,  yet  to  general  satisfaction. 

For  some  shOrt  time  previous  to  his  death,  his  senses 
were  considerably  palsied  y  bo  that  we  are  deprived  c£ 
such  pious  remarks,  as  would  probably  have  ^llen  firom 
this  extraordinary  servant  of  God  in  his  last  hours.  He 
was  somewhat  over  seventy  years  of  age  when  he  dinl 

The  remarkable  anecdotes  told  of  Mr.  H.  are  so  nume- 
rous, that  they  would  fill  a  volume  of  themselves,  if  they 
were  collected.     A  part  of  them  only  we  shall  record. 

Mr.  H.  like  Mr.  Marshall,  possessed  a  soul  incapable  of 
being  dismayed  by  any  difficulties.  To  obtain  his  own 
consent  to  undertake  a  laudable  enterprize,  it  was  suffi- 
cient for  him  to  know  that  it  was  possible.  His  iaith  vas 
sufficient  to  throw  mountains  into  the  sea,  if  they  stood 
in  the  way.  He  seems  also  never  to  have  been  appalled 
by  the  fear  or  shame  of  man,  but  could  confront  the 
stoutest  sons  of  pride,  and  boldly  urge  the  humble  doc- 
trines of  the  cross.  Like  the  brave  soldier,  if  beaten 
back  at  the  first  onset,  he  was  still  ready  for  a  further 
assault ;  so  that  he  often  conquered  opposers,  that  to 
others  appeared  completely  hopeless.  With  this  spirit 
he  commenced  hb  career. 

Early  after  he  embraced  religion,  his  mind  was  impress- 
ed with  a  desire  to  preach  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  fort.  An  opportunity  offered  in  Fort  Mayo,  and  Mr. 
Harris  began  his  harangue,  urging  most  vehemently  the 
necessity  of  the  new  birth.  In  the  course  of  bis  harangue, 
an  officer  interrupted  him,  saying,  *'  Colonel,  you  have 
sucked  much  eloquence  from  the  rum-cask  to-day ;  pray 
give  us  a  little,  that  we  may  declaim  as  well,  when  it 
comes  to  our  turn."  Harris  replied,  "  I  am  not  drunk  •" 
and  resumed  bis  discourse.  He  had  not  gone  far,  before 
he  was  accosted  by  another,  in  a  serious  manner,  who, 
looking  in  his  face,  said,  *'  Sam,  you  say  you  are  not 
drunk  j  pniy  are  you  not  mad  then  F  What  the  d-»-l  ails 
you  ?'*  Col.  Harris  replied  in  the  words  of  Paul,. "  I  am 
not  mad,  most  noble  gentleman."  He  continued  speak- 
ing publickly  and  privately,  until  one  of  the  gentlemen 
received  such  impressions  as  were  never  afterwards  sba- 
ken  oSj  but  he  afterwards  became  a  pious  Christi^m. 
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Soon  after  thb,  Mr.  Harris  found  a  sad  alteration  as 
to  his  religious  eojoymeot.  He  prayed  God  to  restore 
the  light  of  his  countenance^  and  renew  communioa  with 
lum  }  but  his  petition  was  deferred.  He  then  went  ia- 
to  the  woods,  and  sought  for  the  happiness  he  had  lost ; 
thinking  that,  peradvehture,  God  would  answer  his 
prayer  there*  though  not  in  the  fort,  where  so  much 
wickedness  abounded  ;  but  no  answer  came.  Then  he 
began  to  inquire  into  the  cause  why  God  dealt  so  with 
him.  The  first  that  offered  was  his  lucrative  offices ) 
upon  which  he  determined  to  lay  them  down  immedv' 
atety,  and  settle  his  accounts  with  the  publick.  Having 
now  removed  the  Achan  out  of  the  camp,  as  he  thought, 
he  renewed  his  suit  for  a  restoration  of  the  joy  which  he 
had  lost ;  but  still  **  the  vision  tarried,  and  the  prophe- 
cy brought  not  forth."  He  began  to  examine  himself  a 
second  time.  Then  he  suspected  his  money  was  the 
cause,  and  that  he  had  made  gold  his  trust.  Accordingly 
he  took  all  his  money  and  threw  it  away  into  the  bush- 
es, where  it  remains  to  this  day,  for  aught  any  one  knows 
to  the  contrary.  After  this,  he  prayed  again,  and  found 
that  man's  impatience  will  not  shorten  the  time  whicli 
infinite  wisdom  hath  measured  out  for  delays  or  benef- 
icence. However,  in  due  time  the  wished-for  good 
came.  *'  1  am  aware  (says  Mr.  Morgan  Edwards,  from 
whose  MS.  history  this  anecdote  is  selected)  that  this 
story  will  render  the  wisdom  of  the  Colonel  suspected. 
Be  it  so.  It  nevertheless  establishes  the  truth  of  iiis  pi- 
ety, .and  shows  that  he  preferred  communion  with  God 
before  riches  and  honours." 

Rough  was  the  treatment  whidi  Mr.  Harris  met  with 
amopggt  his  rude  countrymen.  In  one  of  his  jouroies  in 
the  county  of  Culpepper,  a  Capt.  Ball  and  his  gang  came 
to  a  place  where  he  was  preaching,  and  said,  "  Vou  shall 
not  preach  here." — A  by-stander,  whose  name  was  Jere- 
miah Minor,  replied,  *'•  Uut  he  shall."  From  this  sharp 
contention  of  words,  they  proceeded  to  a  sharper  contest 
of  blows  and  scuffles.  Friends  on  both  sides  interested 
themselves ;  some  to  make  peace,  and  others  to  back 
thnr  foremen.  The  supporters  of  Mr.  Harris  were  prob. 
aUy  most  of  them  worldly  people,  who  acted  from  no 
•ther  principle}  than  to  defend  a  minister  thus  insulted 
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and  abused.  But  if  tbey  were  Cbrwtiaos,  they  were  or-' 
taiDly  too  impatient  and  reseatful,  and  manifested  toa 
much  of  the  spirit  Peter  had  when  he  drew  his  sword 
On  the  bigfa-priest's  servant.  Col.  Harris's  friends  took 
him  Into  a  house,  and  set  Lewis  Craig  to  guard  the  door, 
while  he  was  preaching  ;  but  presently  Ball's  gang  came 
upa  drove  the  sentinel  from  his  stand,'  and  battered  open 
the  door ;  but  they  were  driven  back  by  the  people 
within.  This  involved  them  in  another  contest,  and. 
thus  the  day  ended  in  confusion. 

On  aQotlier  occasion  be  was  arrested  imd  carried  into 
Court,  as  a  disturber  of  the  peace.  In  Court,  a  Capt. 
Williams  vehemently  accused  him  as  a  vs^;abond,  a  her- 
etic, and  a  mover  of  sedition  every  where.  Mr.  Harris 
made  his  defence.  But  the  Court  ordered  that  he  should 
not  preach  in  the  county  again  for  the  space  of  twelve 
months,  or  be  committed  to  prison.  The  Colonel  told 
them  that  lie  lived  two  hundred  miles  from  thence, 
and  that  it  was  not  likely  he  should  disturb  them  again 
in  the  course  of  one  year.  Upon  this  he  was  dismissed. 
From  Culpepper  he  went  to  Fauquier,  and  preached  at 
Carter's  Run.  From  thence  he  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge, 
and  preached  at  Shenandoah.  On  hb  return  from 
thence,  he  turned  in  at  Cape.  Thomas  Clanathan'a,  in 
the  county  of  Culpepper,  where  there  was  a  meetii^. 
While  certain  young  ministers  were  preaching,  the  word 
of  God  began  to  burn  in  Col.  Harris's  heart.  When 
they  finished,  he  arose  and  addressed  the  congregation, 
*'  1  partly  promised  the  devil,  a  few  days  past,  at  the 
court-house,  that  1  would  not  preach  in  this  county  again 
for  the  term  of  a  year  :  but  the  devil  is  a  perfidious 
wretch,  and  covmants  with  him  are  not  to  be  kept,  and 
therefore  1  will  preach."  He  preached  a  lively,  animat- 
ing sermon.    The  Court  never  meddled  with  him  more. 

in '  Orange  county,  one  Benjamin  Heaty  pulled  Mr. 
Harris  down  from  the  place  where  he  was  preaching, 
and  hauled  him  about,  sometimes  by  the  hand,  sometimes 
by  the  leg,  and  sometimes  by  the  hair  of  the  head }  but 
the  persecuted  preacher  had  friends  here  also,  who  es- 
poused his  part,  and  rescued  him  from  the  rage  of  his 
enemies.  This,  as  in  a  former  case,  brought  on  a  con- 
trition between  his  advocates  and  Opposers  j  during 
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tohkfa,  a  Capt.  Jameson  sent  Mr.  Harris  to  a  house  where 
was  a  loft  with  a  step-ladder  to  ascend  it ;  into  that  loft 
fae  hurried  him,  took  away  the  step-ladder,  and  left  the 
good  man  secure  from  his  enemies. 

Near  Haw-river,  a  rude  fellow  came  up  to  Mr.  Harris, 
and  knocked  him  down  while  fae  was  preaching. 

He  went  to  preach  to  the  prisoners  once,  in  the  town 
of  Hillsborougn,  where  he  was  locked  up  in  the  gaolj 
and  kept  for  some  time. 

Notwithstanding  these  things.  Col.  Harris  (fid  not  suf- 
fer as  many  persecutions  as  some  other  Baptist  preach- 
ers. Tempered  in  some  degree  peculiar  .to  himsdf,  per- 
haps his  bold,  noble,  yet  humble  manner,  dismayed  tha 
ferocious  spirits  of  the  opposers  of  religion. 

A  criminal,  who  bad  been  just  pardoned  at  the  gallows, 
ODce  met  liim  on  the  road,  and  showed  him  his  reprieve. 
**  Well,"  said  he,  "  and  have  you  shown  it  to  Jesus  V* 
•'  No,  Mr.  Harris,  I  want  you  to  do  that  for  me,"  The- 
old  man  immediately  descended  from  bis  horse,  in  the 
road,  and  making  the  man  also  alight,  they  both  kneeled 
down  {  Mr.  H.  put  one  hand  on  the  man's  head,  and 
with  the  other  held  open  the  pardon,  and  thus,  in  behalf 
of  the  criminal,  returned  thanks  for  his  reprieve,  and 
prayed  for  him  to  obtain  God's  pardon  also. 

The  fallowing  very  interesting  narrative  was  published 
by  Mr.  Semple,  in  his  History  of  the  Virginia  Baptists  ; 
it  has  also  been  published  by  Mr.  John  Lcland,  in  his 
Budget  of  Scraps,  under  the  title  of  *•  Prayer  better  than 
Law-sidts."  As  there  is  some  little  variation,  not  as  to 
matters  of  fact,  but  in  the  mode  of  expression,  in  these 
two  relaters,  I  have  selected  from  them  both  this  sing[u- 
lar  and  instructive  story.  When  Mr.  Harris  began  to 
preach,  his  soul  was  so  absorbed  in  the  work,  Uhat  it 
was  dilHcult  for  him  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  this  life. 
Finding  at  length  the  absolute  need  of  providing  more 
grain  for  his  muily  than  his  plantation  had  produced, 
he  went  to  a  man  who  owed  him  a  sum  of  money,  and 
told  him,  he  would  be  very  glad  if  he  would  discharge 
the  debt  he  owed  him.  The  man  replied,  "  I  have  no 
money  by  me,  and  therefore  cannot  oblige  you."  Har- 
ris saidj  "  I  want  the  money  to  purchase  wheat  for  my 
family ;  and  as  you  have  raised  a  good  crop  of  wheat,  I 

VOL.  %  43 

Google 


SSff  Biop'ophy  ef  Samuef  Harm-. 

will  take  that  zrticl^  of  you,  instead  of  moaeyi  at  a-  car- 
rent  price."  The  man  answered,  *'  1  have  other  uses 
for  my  wheat,  and  cannot  let  you  have  it."  *'  How 
then,"  said  Harris,  **  do  you  intend  to  pay  me  ?"  **  I 
never  intend  to  pay  you,  until  you  sue  me,"  replied  the 
debtor,  **  and  therefore  you  may  begin  your  suit  as  soon 
as  you  please."  Mr.  Harris  left  him,  meditatii^ : 
"  Good  God,"  said  he  to  himself,  **  what  shall  I  do  ^ 
Must  I  leave  preaching  to-  attend  to  a  vexatious  law^coit ! 
Perhaps  a  thousiuid  souls  will  perish  in  the  mean  tone  for 
the  want  of  hearing  of  Jesus  !  No,  I  will  not.  Well, 
what  will  you  do  for  yourself  I  Why,  this  I  wilt  do ;  \ 
will  sue  hhiv  at  the  Court  of  Heaven."  Having  resolved 
what  to  do>  he  turned  aside  into  a  wood,  and  fell  upon 
his  knees,  and  thus  began  his  suit :  "  O'  blessed  ^sus ! 
thou  eternal  God !  Thou  knowest  that  I  need  the  money 
vdiich  the  man  owes  me,  to  supply  the  wants  of  my 
£amtly ;  but  he  will  not  pay-  me  without  a  law-suit. 
Dear  Jesus,  shall  I  quit  thy  cause,  and  leave  the  souls  c& 
men  to  perish  ?  Or  wilt  thou,  in  mercy,  open  some 
othet  way  of  relief?"  In  this  address,  the  Colcmel  had 
such  nearness  to  Ood,  that  (to  use  his  own  word»)  Jesus 
aud  uoto  him,  **  Harris,  i  will  eater  bonds-man  for  the 
man— you  keep  on  preaching,  and  omit  the  law-suit — I 
viU  take  care  of  you,  and  see  that  you  have  your  pay." 
"blix.  Harris  fek  well  satisfied  with  his  security,  but 
thought  it  would  be  unjust  to  hold  the  man  a  debtor^ 
when  Jesus  had  assumed  payment.  He,  therefore,  wrote 
a  receipt  in  full  of  all  accounts  which  he  had  agunst  the' 
man,  and  dating  it  in  the  woods,  where  Jesus  entered 
tKiil,  he  signed  it  with  hiS'  own  name.  Going,  the  next 
day,  by  the-  man's  house  to  attend  a  meeting,  he  gave 
the  receipt  tO'  a  servant,  and  bid  him  deliver  it  to  his- 
roaster.  On  returning  ftora  the  meeting,  the  man  hail> 
ed  him  at  his  gue  and  said,  "  Mr.  Harris  what  did  you 
mean  by  the  receipt  you  sent  me  this  morning  V*  Mr. 
Harris  replied,  "  1  meant  just  as  I  wrote.'"  "  But  yoi* 
know.  Sir,"  answered  the  debtor,  "  I  have  never  paid 
you."  *'True,"  said  Mr.  Harris,  **  and  I  know,  also,  that 
you  said  you  never  would,  except  I  sued  you.  But^ 
Sir,  I  sued  you  at  the  Court  of  Heaven,  and  Jesus  enter* 
ed  bail  for  yoUy  and  lias  agreed  to  pay  au  ;  L  have,  ther«- 
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"fore,  given  you  a  discharge  !"  "  But  I  inust  upon  it,** 
said  the  man,  "matters  shall  not  be  left  so."  **Iaiii 
'well  satisfied,"  answered  Harris,  "  Jesus  will  not  fail  me; 
1  leave  you  to  settle  the  account  with  him  another  day. 
Farewell."  This  operated  so  effectually  on  the  man's 
conscience,  that  in  a  few  days  he  loaded  his  waggon,  and 
sent  wheat  enough  to  discharge  the  debt. 

A  complete  history  of  the  Ufe  of  this  venerable  man, 
would  fiirniiJi  «till  a  lengthy  catalogue  of  anecdotes  of 
the  m'ost  interesting  kind.  But  we  shall'  dose  his  bic^> 
raphy,  by  relating  one,  whidi,  though  of  a  difierenC 
DXture,  is  not  less  curious  than  any  of  the  former. 

The  General  Association  of  Separate  Baptists  in  Vir- 
^ginia,  in  the  year  1774,  in  the  ardour  of  their  zeal  for 
reformation,  and  the  revival  of  primitive  order,  resolv- 
ed that  the  office  of  Apostles,  together  with  all  the  other 
cffices  mentioned  in  Epbesians,  4th  chapter  and  llth 
verse,  were  still  to  be  maintained  in  the  church.  Pur* 
luant  to  this  resolution,  the  Association  proceeded,  ia 
the  first  place,  to  choose  by  ballot  one  from  atnoogst 
thetn,  to  offidate  in  the  dignified  character  of  an  Apos* 
tie.  Mr.  Harris  was  elected,  and  consented  to  be  ordain. 
ed  to  his  Apostolick  function,  by  the  laying  on  of  the 
hands  of  every  ordained  minuter  in  the  Assodation.* 
So  that  he  was  for  a  time,  in  iact,  aa  he  was  generally 
called  by  way  of -eminence,  the  Apostle  of  Vitguiia. 


Ddtton  Lank  was  born  November  7,  1738,  near 
Baltimore,  in  Maryland.  At  what  time  he  became  a  res* 
ident  of  Virginia,  is  not  known  ;  but  he  was  baptised 
by  Shubael  Stearns,  in  1 758.  He  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry,  and,  probably,  to  the  care  of  Dan  River  church, 
October  22,  1 764,  having  commenced  puUUck  speaking 
immediately  after  he  was  baptized.  Mr.  Lane  was  not 
a  man  of  much  learning ;  but  having  a  strong  consti- 
tution, a  commanding  voice,  and  fervent  spirit,  be  did 
great  things  in  his  Master's  service. 

Unenlightened  as  the  Virginians  were,  at  that  time,  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  be  would  be  aUowed  to  go 

*  See  a  fiUl  account  of  tliis  angular  expeiiinent,  in  the  HisUoy  of  the  Vir. 
nnia  Baptists-  ,  .  , 
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!a  peace.  His  own  father  was  among  the  first  to  set  lib 
face  against  the  Baptists  generally,  and  :^;ainst  his  son 
Dutton  in  particular.  He  once  pursued  him  with  an 
instnimeot  of  death  to  kill  him.  It  fell  out,  however, 
that  instead  of  killing  his  son,  he  <was  himself  slain  by 
the  sword  of  the  Spint,  from  which  he  soon  after  reviv- 
ed with  a  hope  of  eternal  life,  and  was  baptized  by  that 
very  son,  whom  he  would  have  slain. 

Mr.  Ijane  was  once  preaching  at  a  platx  called  Meher- 
rin,  in  Lunenburgh  county,  where  a  Mr.  Joseph  Wil- 
Uams,  a  magistrate,  charged  him  before  the  whole  con- 
gregation, not  to  come  there  to  preach  again.  Mr.  Laoe 
mildly  replied,  that  as  there  were  many  other  places 
where  he  could  preach  without  interruption,  he  did  not 
know  that  he  should  oome  there  again  shortly.  After 
wishing  peace  to  the  rest  of  the  company,  he  gravely  ad* 
dressed  Mr.  Williams,  and  sud,  "  Little,  Sir,  as  you 
now  think  it,  my  impressions  tell  me,  that  you  will  be> 
come  a  B^tist,  a  warm  espouser  of  that  cause,  which 
you  now  persecute."  This  prediction  came  to  passj 
for  in  about  twelve  years,  Williams  embraced  religion, 
was  b:^tized,  and  became  a  zealous  member,  and  usefol 
deacon  in  the  church  that  was  afterwards  formed  at  tha^ 
place. 

Once  be  was  preaching  against  drunlunness,  and  ex- 
po^g  the  vileness  and  danger  of  the  practice,  when  one 
John  Giles  stood  up,  saying  angrily,  **  I  know  who  you 
mean,"  and  with  a  blasphemous  oath,  declared,  **  I'll  der 
moUsh  you."  But  this  self-condemned  sot  was  prevent- 
ed from  doing  any  harm. 

.  One  William  Cocker  had  conceived  such  malignity 
against  the  Baptists,  that  he  was  accustomed  to  say,  that 
he  would  rather  go  to  hell  than  heaven,  if  going  to 
heaven  required  him  to  be  a  Baptist.  But  falling  in  ac* 
ddentaily  where  Mr.  Lane  preached,  he  was  struck  down 
with  deep  conviction  ;  from  which,  being  delivered  by 
converting  grace,  he  became  a  pious  Baptist. 

Mr.  Lane  continued  preaching  till  his  death  ;  but  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  was  somewhat  obscured  by  his 
adopting  and  muntaining  certain  strange  opinions.  By 
diving  into  subjects  not  revealed,  and  rather  neglecting 
those  which  were  obvious  and  plain,  be  was  much  le$a 
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thought  of.    He  lived  and  died  a  pious  man.  However, 
in  the  estunation  of  those  who  knew  him  well. 


Lewis  Lunsford. ^We  now  come  to  the  man,  (says 

Mr.  Semple,  in  his  biography)  who,  in  pt^int  of  talents 
is  a  preacher,  was  never  excelled  in  Virginia  ;  and  by 
inany  it  is  doubted  whether  he  ever  had  a  superior  any 
where  else. 

Mr.  Lunsford  was  bom  in  Stafford  county,  Virginia, 
of  indigent  parents.  He  received  a  very  slender  educa- 
tion indeed  ;  nor  had  the  means  to  enlarge  it.  The  God 
of  nature  furnished  him  with  powers  to  surmount  all 
obstacles.  To  obviate  the  want  of  education,  he  used, 
^ter  working  all  day,  to  read  till  late  at  night,  by  fire- 
light. At  an  early  stage  of  his  life,  while  attending  the 
ministry  of  William.  Fristoe,  he  was  happily  arrested  by 
divine  mercy.  Mr.  Fristoe  baptized  him  when  a  boy, 
and  he  immediately,  both  in  private  and  in  publick,  began 
to  stand  up  as  an  advocate  for  the  gospel.  His  talents, 
at  this  tender  age,  commanded  attention,  and  procured 
for  him  the  flattering  appellation  of  Th/e  Wonderful  Boy* 
After  moving  in  a  more  confined  circle  for  some  few 
years,  he  began  to  enlarge  his  borders.  About  1 774, 
Divine  Providence  directed  his  attention  to  the  lower 
counties  in  the  Northern  Neck.  Wherever  he  placed 
his  foot  as  a  preacher,  there  attended  a  blessing.  Believ- 
ers were  added  tp  the  church,  through  his  instrumental- 
ity, in  most  of  the  neighbourlioods  a£  these  lower  coun- 
ties. His  preaching  made  a  great  noise,  not  only  for  its 
ingenuity,  but  for  its  novelty.  Here,  as  in  most  otlier 
places  where  the  Baptists  preached,  the  people  cried  out 
that  some  new  doctrine  was  started  ;  that  the  church 
wa»  in  danger.  Mr.  Lunsford  was  accounted  worthy  to 
share  a  part  of  this  opposition.  A  clergyman  appointed 
;i  set  day  to  preach  ^;unst  the  Anabaptists,  Crowds 
attended  to  hear  bim.  He  told  stories  about  John  of 
I^yden,  and  Cromwell's  round-heads  ;  but  he  could  not 
by  sO'-h  tales  stop  the  gospel  current,  now  swelling  to 
a  torrent.  When  Mr.  Lunsford  preached  again  in  the 
|f^^e  parts,  they  attacked  him  by  more  weighty  argu- 
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ments.  A  constable  was  sent  with  a  warrant  to  arrest 
him.  The  consUble,  with  more  politeness  than  was  usu- 
al then  ■on  such  occasions,  waited  until  Mr,  Lunsfordhad 
preached.  His  fascinating  powers  palsied  the  constable's 
hand.  He  would  not,  he  said,  serve  a  warrant  on  so 
good  a  man.  Another  man  took  it,  and  went,  trem- 
blingly, and  served  it.  Mr.  Lunsford  attended  the  sum- 
mons, and  appeared  before  a  magistrate.  He  ■  was  held 
in  recognizance  to  appear  at  Court.  The  Court  deter- 
mined that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  good  beha- 
viour ;  and  that  he  must  give  security,  or  go  to  prison. 
He  was  advised  to  give  security,  under  the  expectation 
of  obtaining  license  to  preach.  He  tried,  but  could  not. 
He  often  regretted  that  he  had  taken  this  step ;  and 
was  sorry  he  had  not  gone  to  prison.  This  took  place 
in  Richmond  county. 

After  the  repeal  of  the  law  ft)r  establishing  one  sect 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  rest,  a  banditti  attended  Mr. 
Lunsford's  meeting,  with  sticks  and  staves,  to  attack 
him.  Just  as  he  was  about  to  be^n  to  preach,  they  ap- 
proached him  for  the  attack.  His  irreligious  friends, 
contrary  to  his  wish,  drew  stakes  out  of  a  fence  to  defend 
him.  This  produced  great  uproar  and  some  skirmish- 
es. Mr.  Lunsford  retired  to  a  neighbouring  house,  and 
shut  himself  up.  His  persecutors,  however,  pursued 
him,  but  were  not  hardy  enough  to  break  in  upon  him. 
One  of  them  desired  to  have  the  privilege  of  conversing 
with  him,  with  a  view  of  convincing  him.  He  was  let 
in,  and  did  converse ;  but  when  he  came  out,  he  wore 
a  new  face.  His  party  asked  him  the  result.  *'  You  had 
better  converse  with  him  yourselves,"  said  he. 

It  was  not  until  January,  1 778,  that  Mr.  Lunsford  be- 
came a  settled  preacher,  and  took  care  of  Moratico 
church,  which  was  constituted  at  that  time.  He  held  it 
as  an  opinion,  that  imposition  of  hands  by  a  presbytery 
was  not  necesssry  to  ordination  ;  but  that  the  call  of  a 
church  was  sufficient.  It  was  in  this  way  he  took  the 
care  of  Moratico  church.  He  never  would  submit  to 
be  ordwned  by  the  imposition  of  hands  ;  although  the 
refusal  produced  no  small  discontent  among  the  Baptists 
in  Virginia. 

In  1 779,  he  married  his  first  wife  ;  and  became  a  red- 
dent  of  Northumberland.    From  the  time  he  settled  in 
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the  Northern  Neck,  and  indeed  from  the  time  he  began 
to  preach  there,  he  gradually  increased  in  favour  with  the 
people.     It  is  hardly  probable  that  any  man  ever  V3A 
more  beloved  by  a  people  when  living,  or  more  lament- 
ed when  dead.      He  had  two  rcmarluble  revivals  of  re- 
ligion in  the  bounds  of  his  church.    The  one,  about  the 
time  of  the  constitution  of  his  church,  and  the  other 
^mmenced  in  the  year  1738,  and  had  scarcely  subsided 
%t  his  death  in  1793.    During  these  revivals,  he  was  un- 
commonly lively    and   engaged.     He   preached  almost 
incessantly;    and   by   his  acquaintances,  after   the  last 
revival,  it  was  thought  he  made  a  rapid  advance  in  the 
improvement  of  his  talents,  both  in  wisdom  and  warmth  ; 
especially  the  latter,  from  which  he  never  receded  dur- 
ing his  residence  on  earth.     Certain  it  is,  that  during 
several  of  the  last  years  of  hb  life,  he  was  more  caressed, 
and  his  preaching  more  valued,  than  any  other  man'fr 
that  ever  resided  in  Virginia.     Lun^ford    was   a  sure 
preacher,  and  seldom  failed  to  rise  pretty  high.     In  his^ 
best  strains,  he  was  more  like  an  angel  than  a  man.     His 
countenance,  lighted  up  by  an  inward  flame,  seemed  to 
shed  beams  of  Ught  wherever  he  turned.     His  voice^ 
idwaya  harmonious,  now  seemed  to  be  tuned  by  descend' 
mg  seraphs.     His  style  and  his  manner  was  so  sublime 
and  so  energetick,  that  he  seemed  indeed  like  an  ambassa- 
dor of  the  skies,  sent  down  to  command  all  men  every 
where  to  repent.     He  was  truly  a  messenger  of  peace  ^ 
and  by  him  the  tidings  of  peace  were  communicated  ia 
muhitudes.     So  highly  was  be  estimated  among  his  own 
people,  that  there  were  but  few  preachers  -that  visitedr 
(hem,  to  whom  they  would  willingly  listen,  even  for 
ence,  in  preference  to  their  beloved  pastor.    In  argument, 
Mr.  liunsfbrd  was  somewhat  satyricat* ;  and  by  this  means, 
aometimes  gave  ofience  to  those  who  did  not  know  him 
well.     It  was,  however,  perfectly  clear,  that  he  did  not 
design  to  sport  with  the  feelings  of  any.     For  it  is  not 
likely  that  any  man  of  his  popularity  ever  had  fewer 
permanent  enemies.     He  was  very  fond  of  reading,  and 
retaned  what  he  read  so  correctly,  that  few  men  could 
»ake  more  extensive  quotations  than  Mr.  Lunsford. 
For  his  own  advantage,  he  had  procured  and  read  some 
distiogoished  treatises  on  medicine.    And  so  capaciouS' 
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were  his  Acuities,  that  with  bis  small  oppcu'tunittes  itt 
this  professional  study,  he  actually  became  so  sidlful  in 
the  administration  of  phyaick,  that  he  was  often  called  on 
ta  attend  patients  at  a  considerable  distance.  To  all  sucb 
applicants,  he  not  only  rendered  bis  services  gratis,  but 
often  furnished  them  with  medicine.  He  had  the  care 
of  a  large  and  opulent  church,  of  whom  some  wei^  very 
liberal  in  their  contributions  j  but  by  a  great  part  of 
them  he  was  too  much  neglected.  For  the  want  of  their 
support  and  of  his  own  attention  to  secular  affairs, 
(through  his  ministry)  he  was  in  but  narrow  circumstan- 
ces. Yet,  he  lived  well,  and  rendered  to  every  man  his 
just  dues.  But  now,  painful  as  the  task  is,  we  must  add, 
that  this  great,  this  good,  this  almost  inimitable  man, 
died,  when  only  about  forty  years  of  age.  He  lived  in 
a  sickly  climate,  and  had  frequent  bilious  attacks.  These 
were  sometimes  very  severe.  For  two  or  three  years 
before  bis  death,  he  laboured  under  repeated  indisposi-  - 
tions,  even  when  travelling  about.  His  manly  soul 
would  never  permit  him  to  shrink  from  the  work,  so 
long  as  he  had  strength  to  lift  up  his  voice.  Sometimes, 
after  going  to  bed  as  being  too  ill  to  preach,  prompted 
by  his  seraphick  spirit,  he  would  rise  again,  after  some 
other  person  had  preached,  and  deal  out  the  bread  of 
life  to  the  hungry  sons  and  daughters  of  Zion. 

He  was  a  shepherd  indeed.  The  Dover  Association, 
for  the  year  1793,  was  holden  at  Glebe-Landing  meeting* 
house  in  Middlesex  county,  not  more  than  Gfteen  or 
eighteen  miles  from  his  house.  Although  just  rising 
from  a  bilious  attack,  he  would  not  stay  from  a  place 
where  his  heart  delighted  to  be,  and  where  he  had  the 
best  ground  to  believe  he  could  do  good.  He  went,  and 
appeared  so  much  better,  that  he  made  extensive  appoint- 
ments to  preach  in  the  lower  parts  of  Virginia.  He  was 
chosen  to  preach  on  Sunday,  and  he  did  preach  indeed. 
On  Tuesday  he  came  up  to  King  and  Oueeii  county, 
and  preached  at  Bruington  meeting-house,  from  these 
words :  Therefore^  let  m  not  ilcep  as  do  othsrsy  but  let  ui 
•watch  and  be  sober.  It  was  an  awakening  discourse,  wor- 
thy of  this  masterly  workman.  On  that  day  he  took 
cold  and  grew  worse.  He,  however,  preached  his  last 
«ermon  the  next  day  evening  ;  obsfirving  when  he  begaOt 
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**  It  may  be  improper  for  me  to  attempt  to  pAach  at  this , 
time ;  but  as  long  as  T  have  any  strength  remaining,  I 
wish  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Christ ;  and  I  will  very 
gladly  spend  and  be  spent  for  you.  He  then  preached 
his  last  sermon,  from,  *'  Therefore,  being  justified  by  faith, 
wf  haiue  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jeius  Christ." 
He  continued  to  grow  worse,  until,  having  arrived  at. 
Mr.  Gregory's,  in  Essex,  he  took  his  bed,  from  whence 
he  was  carried  to  his  grave.  In  his  sickness  he  was  re- 
markably silent,  having  very  little  to  say,  which  he 
could  avoid.  He  was  fond  of  joining  in  prayer,  and 
'  sometimes  exerted  his  now  relaxed  mind,  in  making  re-  _ 
nlarks  worthy  of  such  a  man.  He  expressed  some  anx- 
iety at  the  thought  of  leaving  his  helpless  family ;  bat 
appeared  quite  resigned  for  the  will  of  Heaven  to  take  . 
place.  On  the  26th  of  October,  1793,  he  felt  asleep  in 
the  arms  of  Jesus,  aged  about  forty  years.  Rev.  Henry 
Toler  preached  two  ftineral  sermons  for  him.  One  at 
the  place  of  his  death,  another  at  Mr.  Lunsford's  meeting- 
house, in  Lancaster  county,  called  Kilmarnock.  These 
two  sermons  were  printed  in  a  pamphlet ;  and  annexed 
to  them.  Were  two  handsome  elegies,  written  by  ladies 
of  his  church.  Another  was  written  by  Rev.  A.  Broad* 
dus,  which  was  much  admired.  It  seemed  to  be  a  mys- 
tery to  many,  why  God  should  have  called  home  so 
great,  so  useful  a  man,  in  the  bloom  of  life.  Those  who 
thought  proper  to  offer  reasons  or  conjectures  for  ex- 
pl^ning  the  ways  of  Providence,  seemed  generally  to 
agree  Uiat  Mr.  Lunsford's  popularity  as  a  preacher  had ' 
risen  too  high.  The  people  wherever  he  was,  or  where 
he  was  expected,  seemed  to  have  lost  all  relish  for  any 
other  man*s  preaching :  that,  God,  knowing  the  capad- 
ty  of  most  of  his  servants,  was  unwilling  that  the  lesser 
lights  should  be  so  much  swallowed  up  by  the  greater. 
Perhaps  the  better  way  is  to  form  no  conjecture  about  it ; 
but  rest  persuaded,  that  the  ways  of  God  are  always  wise, 
however  unaccountable  to  man. 

He  was  twice  married.  He  had  by  his  first  wife  one 
surviving  child.  By  his  second  wife,  he  left  three  ch^l- . 
dr^n. 
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lAMEq  Manning,  d.  d.  wu,  in  &»  day,  one  of  tW 
brightest  orna^ncDts  of  the  Bapust  deoomttution  in 
America.  Hi»  biography  has  never  been  recorded  to 
aoy  conuderable  extent,  and  indeed  his  tfatiooary  eow 
ploymeat  furnished  not  many  ittctdentg  for  a  diniinve 
narrative.  For  what  few  things  have  been  written 
respecting  the  character  of  this  illa^trious  nun,  we  are 
ipdelued  mostly  to  the  pen  of  JIudge  i}owel,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  following  sketches,  drawa  by  this  emioeat 
statesman,  are  found  in  Rippon's  Register. 

*'  Mr.  Manning  wa«  born  in  New-Jersey,  and  educated 
at  Nasaau-HalL  Soon  after  he  left  college,  he  was  called 
to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  by  the  Baptist  church  4t 
the  Scotch  Plains,  near  EltEabcth-Town. 

**  After  liakir^  tours  to  each  extreme  of  the  United 
St4tes,.(theo  cotonies,}  and  preaching  to  difiercnt  desti- 
tute churches  in  suadry  places,  he  removed  with  bis  fitmily 
to  Warren  in  Rhode-Island,  preached  to  the  church  there,' 
and  opened  a  Latin  tchooU  in  the  year  i  765,  he  obtain- 
-cd  a  charter  of  incorporation  for  Rhtxle-Island  ColtegSt 
of  which  he  was  chosen  president.  And  when  the  Cot 
lege  was  removed  to  Ftovidence,  in  1770,  ha  of  course 
r^Doved  with  it ;  and  besides  the  duties  of  his  pre^ 
deocy,  he  preached  statedly  to  the  Baptist  church  io  this 
town  until  a  few  years  before  hb  death.  **  In  his  youth, 
he  was  remarkable  for  his  dexterity  in  athletidc  exercis- 
es, for  the  symmetry  of  his  body,  and  gracefulness  of  his 
person^  Hts  countenance  was  stately  and  majestick,  fiill 
ojf  dignity,  goodness,  and  gravity ;  and  the  temper  of 
his  mmd  was  a  countei*part  of  it.  He  was  formed  for 
eoterprtze,  hiii  address  was  pleasing,  his  manners  enchant- 
ing, his  vaice  harmonious,  and  bis  eloquence  irresistjble> 
.  "  Having  deeply  imbibed  the  spirit  of  truth  himself,- 
aa  a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  he  was  feithful  in  declaring 
the  whcde  counsel  (u  Qod.  He  studied  plainness  of 
weechy  and  to  be  useful  more  than  to  be  celebrated* 
The  good  order,  learning,  and  refipectability  of  the  Ba{v 
tist  churches  in  the  eastern  States,  are  much  owing  to 
his  as^duous  attentioa  to  their  welfare.  The  credit  of 
his  name,  and  his  personal  influence  among  them,  perhaps 
have  never  been  exceeded  by.  any  other-  charactec 
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-  •'OftheCcJIeeehettiustbecranitleredistliefonndcr. 
He  pre^ded  with  the  sit^kr  adrabU^  of  a  fitlpertor 
person&l  k^earatiu,  added  to  till  hh  ftliinltig  tal&nis  fdr 
i;oTenilng  and  instracfitig  ybuth.  trom  rhe  first  be^n- 
mng  of  his  Latin  School  at  Waffen,  fhrcragh  m^n;^ 
discoarageinents,  he,  by  constant  dre  and  hbouf ,  taiseq 
dits  seat  of  learntng  to  notice,  to  credit,  and  to  respectl- 
WKty  in  tb*  Umted  States.  Perhaps  Xhh  history  of  n(i 
other  Collegfr  wiU  dbclose  a  rtiore  rapid  ^romess,  Or 
greater  tnaturlty,  than  tliis,  during  thfe  twenty-five  yea« 
m  his  presidency.  Although  he  (eemed  to  be  consign. 
M  to  a  sedentary  life,  yet  he  was  capable  of  riiore  activfi 
tceffes.  He  pud  mvch  attention  to  the  govemnieiit  c^ 
his  country,  and  was  honoured  by  Rhode'Islasd  With  H 
•eat  m  the  oM  Congress.  In  State  afl^irs,  he  dIscovA-ed 
an  uncotnmon  sagacity,  and  might  have  made  a  figilrd  u 
a  politician. 

**  In  classical  learning  he  was  fiilly  competent' to  th« 
business  of  his  station.  He  devoted  less  time-than  some 
others  to  the  more  abstruse  sciences  ;  but  nature  seemed 
to  have  furnished  him  so  cotnpletety,  that  little  remained 
for  art  to  accompKsh.  Tke  resources  of  his  genius  were 
great.  In  conversation  he  w»  at  all  times  pleasant  and 
entertaining.  He  had  as  many  friends  as  acquaintance, 
and  took  no  less  pains  to  serve  hia  friends  tlua  acquire 
them.*' 

Hie  fc^wing  additional  obs«rvatl(H)S  on  Dr.  Man> 
ning's  character,  are  found  in  the  Servian  Dr.  Maxcy^ 
his  successor  in  the  presidential  office,  delivered  in  the 
Baptist  meeting-house  the  Lord's  day  after  his  interment. 

*•  The  loss  of  this  worthy  man  wilt  be  felt  by  the  cwn- 
munity  at  large.  He  moved  in  an  extensive  sphere. 
He  was  equally  known  in  the  religious,  the  political,  and 
literary  world.  As  his  cflnnexions  were  extensive  and 
important,  his  loss  must  be  proportionab4y  grear.'  At  a 
man,  he  was  kind,  humane,  and  benevolent.  As>he  was 
sociable,  as  he  was  communicative,  he  seemed  rather  de- 
signed for  the  theatre  of  action  than  for  the  shades  of 
retirement.  Nature  had  given  him  dittingaished  abilj. 
ties.  His  life  was  a  scene  of  anxious  labour  for  the  bene- 
fit of  others.  His  i»ety  imd  fervent  Mai  in  preaching 
the  gospel  of  Christ,  evinced  his  love  to  his  God  and 
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to  his  fdlow-men.  His  eloquence  wis  fonciUe  and  spcm. 
taneous.  To  every  one  who  heard  htm,  under  the  pe- 
culiar  circumstances  in  which  be  appeared  in  this  place, 
it  was  evident  that  the  resources  of  his  mind  were  ex- 
ceedingly great.  The  amiableness  of  his  disposition  was 
fecommended  by  a  dignified  and  raajestick  afpeannce. 
His  address  was  manly,  familiar,  and  engaging.  His 
manner^  were  easy  without  negligence,  and  polite  with- 
out affectation,  hi  the  College  over  which  he  preuded, 
his  government  was  mild  and  peaceful,  conducted  by 
that  persuasive  authority,  which  secures  obedience  while 
it  conciliates  esteem.  As  he  Uved  much  beloved,  he  died 
much  lamented.  WcU  may  we  say  that  *'  a  great  maa 
is  fiUen." 

,  The  following  inscription,  drawn  also  by  Judge  Howe|, 
has  been  transcribed  from  the  momimoit  which  covers 
the  dust  of  this  departed  worthy : 

In   Memory   of 

The  Rev.  JAMES  MANNING,  d.d. 

PKESIDXMT   or    KBODB-ISLAKD  COLLBCE. 

He  ma  bom  in  New-fcnejr.  A.  D.  VfS. 
Bewrie  a  Alembcr  oT  &  Baptitt  Chnrdi,  A.  D.  I7SS. 

GnduKted  at  Nanui-Hall,  A.D.  17S3. 

Wu  ord^ned  a  Miiuster  d  the  Gospel,  A.  D.  1762. 

Obtained  a    Charier  (or  the  College,  A.D.  1765. 

Wat  elected  Ptcudent  of  k  the  same  Tear. 

And  was  a  Member  rf  Coigresa,  A.D.  1T66. 

Hit  Fcnoi  vas  gnetf^  aikl  hb  Cauntraance  mnulcaMjr  apnsin. 

ttf  atoKtAiOf,  cheerftilneM,  and  dignity. 

The  variety  and  excellence  of  his  Natural  Atalitiea.  improved  by 

educution,  and  eiitkhed  by  sdeiice,  raiMrd  liint 

to  a  rank  of  eniinence  aniang 

literary  c^hu'act^^t. 

Hi*  manners  were  engagrfig,  and  his  voice  iiariTKmioui. 

His  eloquence,  natuisl  and  powerfuL 

His   BOdal  virtue\   dassick  lesniing,    etnineiit  patnetism,  shiniDf; 

taleniE  for  bislructing  and  governing  youth,  and  eeal 

in  the  cause  of  Chriuianity,  are 

TCCorded  on  the  tHblee 

of  many  hearts. 

He  died  rf  an  apnplexy,  July  3?,  AH.  1791. 

JKtat  53. 
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Dr.  Ifinoing  nuried  in  bis  youtE  Uar^ret  Stit», 
the  daughter  of  John  Stites,  Esq.  of  £ltz;^th-Town,' 
New-^ncy,  and  sister  of  the  wife  of  Mr.  John  Guto. 
He  had  no  children.  His  venerable  widow  is  still  living 
io  Providence,  though  far  idvanced  in  years,  snd  la- 
bouring under  many  infirinitiet. 


Richard  Major  was  bom  near  Pennsbury,  in  Penta- 
sylvaniajio  the  year  1723.  He  was  Wed  a  Presbyterian, 
but  embraced  the  sentiments  of  the  Baptists  in  1764, 
and  had  the  ordinance  administered  to  him  by  Rev* 
Isaac  Stelle.  He  removed  to  Virginia  in  1766,  and' two 
years  after  was  ordained  as  the  paster  of  the  church 
called  Little  River,  in  Louden  county,  which  was  cai^ 
stituted  at  the  same  time. 

He  was  not  a  man  of  much  learning,  but  his  vigorous 
mind  rose  above  all  obstructions.  Being  well  taught  in 
the  school  of  Christ,  and  devoting  himself  to  the  study 
of  the  Scripture,  he  became  a  workman  that  needetn 
not  to  be  ashamed.  He  was  remarked  by  all  who  knew 
him,  for  his  indefatigable  labours  in  the  ministry,  and  he 
succeeded  beyond  many  of  much  greater  talents.  He  is 
said  to  have  planted,  from  first  to  last,  six  or  eight 
churches.  For  several  years  after  he  commenced  preach- 
ing he  met  with  great  opposition,  mostly  from  individuals. 

In  Fauquier  county,  the  officer,  with  a  warrant  from 
Capt.  Scott,  attempted  to  take  him,  but  providentially 
failed.  At  Bullfun  there  were  warrants  against  him  ; 
and  a  mob,  with  dubs,  rose  to  assist  the  execution  of 
them  ;  but  here  again  they  failpd  of  their  design,  chiefiy 
by  means  of  the  Davises,  usually  called  the  giants  ;  those 
stout  brothers  had  been  prevailed  on  to  oppose  him  ; 
but  after  they  had  heard  him  preach,  they  became  well 
affected  towards  him,  and  threatened  to  diastise  any 
that  should  disturb  him.  In  Fauquier  the  mob  were 
very  outrageous,  but  did  no  mischief,  though  his  friends 
feared  they  would  have  pulled  him  to  piece^. 

A  certain  man,  whose  wife  had  been  baptized  by  Mr. 
Major,  determined  to  kill  him  on  sight,  and  went  to 
meeting  for  that  purpose.    .  He  sat  down  in  hearing. 
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iotending  to  catch  At  some  obnozioud  expmsion,  whiA 
n^bt  ML  from  the  preacher,  and  UDd«r  that  preteaoe 
to  attack  him.  But  Ood  produced  a  dtSerent  resnh; 
for  the  mui,  kistead  of  executing  bii  design,  became  so 
oonvicted  that  he  could  not  keep  <hi  bb  feet ;  and  wa« 
afterwards 'baptized  by  the  man  he  intended  to  murder. 
Another  actually  attadced  hiin  with  a  club  in  a  violmc 
manner.  Mr.  Major  being  retnarkat^  for  great  presence 
of  mind,  turned  to  htm,  and  in  a  solemn  manner  said, 
'*  Satan,  L  command  thee  to  come  out  of  the  man."' 
His  club  immecfiately  began  to  fall,  and  the  Hon  beotm* 
as  quiet  as  the  lamb.  Theae  are  a  few  of  the  many  oc- 
currences of  tba  kind,  that  took  f^ce  in  the  long  life  of 
this  vahiaUe  man. 

The  way  that  Mr.  Majot's  gifts  were  noticed  was,  in 
lus  reading  printed  sermons  at  private  meetings.  Tlte 
people  were  so  affected,  that  they  procured  the  sermons 
for  their  own  reading,  but  were  soon  convinced  that  he 
h&d  Tead  what  was  not  in  the  book. 

So  much  was  he  esteemed  iu  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
that  he  had  serious  apprflheasions,  that  he  nlnst  be  too 
nuch  at  ease  for  a  gospel  minister  \  or  in  other  words,  it 
seemed  as  if  the  expression.  Wo  be  unto  yeuwheit  all  tntn 
ipeak  well  af  yOu,  applied  to  bis  case.  In  the  midst  of 
these  thoughts,  he  accidentally  heard  a  fnao  lay  to  bis 
charge  one  of  the  most  abominable  crimes.  At  first  be 
felt  irritated  ;  but  recollecting  his  prenous  reflections, 
he  was  soon  reconciled.  Towards  the  close  of  his  long 
and  useful  life,  he  was  Hiuch  afflicted  with  the  gravel,  m 
which  disease  he  died  when  he  was  about  eighty  years 
old.  Semplt^  EdvHirdr. 


Daniel  Marshall.  The  following  account  of  this 
cmineot  servant  of  God,  was  drawn  by  his  worthy  son. 
Rev.  Abraham  Marshall,  who  succeeded  his  father  m  the 
pastoral  station  at  Kioka.  It  was  first  published  m  the 
GecH-gb  Analytical  Repository,  and  afterwards  in  the 
History  of  the  Virginia  Baptists.  It  is  now  transcribed 
aod  presented  to  the  reader  m  its  origitaal  efnstolary  form. 

**  In  giving  a  biographical  aketch  o£  my  honoured 
father,  we  must  lo<^  back  to  the  distance  of  ahoost  a 
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century.    Kt  birth  was  id  the  year  of  our  Lord  170O, 
iO'  Windsor*  a  town  in  Coonecticut.    He  wai  religiously 
educatfd  by  respectable  and  ^us  parents,  and  beine 
hopefully  ccmverted  at  about  twenty  years  of  age,  joined 
the  then  staoding  order  of  Presbyterians,  in  his  native 
place.    The  natural  ardour  of  bis  mind  aoon  kindled  into 
the  fire  of  holy  zeal,  and  raised  him  so  high  in  the  es- 
teem of  hi<  brethren,  that  they  called  him  to  the  office 
of  a  d«acQn.     lu  the  ezempUry  discharge  of  his  duty, 
in  this  capadty,  he  contiDued  near  twenty  years.    Dur- 
Mkg  this  time,  in  easy  circumstances,  he  nuu^ed  and  lost 
a  wife,  by  wbon  he  had  a  son  named  after  himself,  Dan' 
iel,  who  u  still  a  useful  member  of  society.     At  the  agef 
of  thirty-eight  years,  pur  worthy  parent  was  one  <rf  the 
'     thousands  in  Ncw-England,  who  heard  that  son  of  thun- 
der, the  Rev.  George  Whitefield,  and  caught  his  swaphw 
ick  fire.     Firmly  believing  in  the  near  approach  of  the' 
l|itter-day-^ry,  when  the  Jews  with  the  fulness  of  the 
Gentiles,  shall  hail  thear  Redeemer,  and  bow  to  his  gen- 
t)e  sceptre*  a  number  of  worthy  characters  ran'  to  and  fro 
through  the  eastern  States,  warmly  exhorting  to  ther 
prompt  adoption  of  every  measure  tending  to  ha^iten  that 
blissful  period.    Others  sold,  gave  away,  or  left  tbeirpos- 
aessions*  as  the  powerful  impulse  of  the  moment  deter- 
mined, and  without  scrip  or  purse,  rushed  up  to  the  hea<i 
of  the  Sus^ehaima,  to  convert  the  heathens,  and  settled 
ina  town  called  Onnaquaggy,  among  the  Mohawk  Indians. 
One,  and  not  the  least  sanguine  of  these  [uous  missicHiarieie^ 
was  my  venerabk  &ther.    Great  mast  have  been  his  faith, 
great  his  zeal,  when,  without  the  least  prospect  of  a  tem- 
poral reward,  with  a  much-beloved  wife,  and  three  chiU 
dren,  he  exchanged  his  commodious  buildings,  for  a  mis- 
erable hut}  his  fruitful  fields  and  loaded  orchards,  for  bar- 
KO  deserts ;    the  luxuries  of  a  welUfurnisbed  taUe,  for 
ooarse  Mid  scanty  &re  >,    and  numerous  dvil  friends,  for 
nidc  savages !    He  had  the  happinesti,  however,  to  teach 
and  exhort,  for  eighteen  months,  in  this  place,.with  consid- 
wable  success.     A  number  of  the  Indians  were,  in  some- 
^te^ee,  mqnressed  with  eternal  concerns,  and   several 
bocams  oordiUly  obedient  to  the  gospel.     But  just  as 
As  seeds  of  heavenly  truth,  sown  with  tears  in  this  un- 
BToquHOC  U»i^  bi^an  tio  appear  in  their  first  frmts,  rhe 
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brelldrig  out  of  war  among  the  san^  tribes  occasioned 
his  reluctant  removal  to  Cone?ocheague,  in  Pennsylvania. 
After  a  short  reudence  in  this  settlemeat,  he  removed 
to  a  place  near  Winchester,  in  Virginia. 

*'  Here  he  became  acquainted  with  a  Baptist  church, 
belonging  to  the  Philadelphia  Association  ;  and  aj  the  re- 
suk  of  a  dose,  impartial  examination  of  their  f^th  and 
order,  he  and  my  dear  mothei'  were  baptized  by  immer- 
sion, in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  his  life.  He  was  now 
called,  as  a  licensed  preacher,  to  the  unrestrained  exer- 
cise of  bis  gifts;  and  though  they  were  by  no  means 
above  mediocrity,  he  was  instrumental  in  awakening  at- 
tention, in  many  of  his  hearers,  to  the  interests  of  tb^ 
souls. 

"  Under  the  influence  of  an  anxious  desire  to  be  ex- 
tensively useful,  be  proceeded  from  Virginia  toHugh- 
warry,  in  Nprth-Carolina,  M'here  his  faithful  and  inces- 
sant taboiirs  proved  the  happy  means  of  arousing  and 
con^rting  numbers.  Being  so  evidently  and  Eminently 
useful  as  an  ittiterant  preacher,  he  continued  bts  peregri- 
nation to  Abbot's  Creek,  in  the  same  State,  where  he  was 
the  instrument  of  planting  a  church,  Of  which  he  was 
ordained  pastor,  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  his  age,  by 
bis  brothers  in  law,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Henry  Leadfoetter, 
and  Shubael  Stearns.  Soon  af^er  receiving  this  honour,' 
my  reverenji  father,  in  one  of  his  evangelical  journies  into 
Virginia,  had  the  singular  happiness  to  baptizeCol.  Sam- 
uel Harris,  with  whom  be  immediately  afterwards  made 
several  tours,  and  preached,  and  planted  the  gospel  in' 
several  places,  as  far  as  James-river.  It  was  but  a  few 
years  after  his  ordination,  before,  induced  by  appearances 
of  increasing  usefulness,  he  took  an  affectionate  leave 
of  his  beloved  charge,  and  settled  on  Beaver  Creek,  in. 
Somh-Cardina.  - 

*'  In  this  place,  likewise,  a  large  church  was  raised 
under  his  ministry,  and,  till  brought  to  a  good  degree  of 
maturity  in  divine  things,  was  an  Object  of  his  tender 
and  unremitted  care  and  solicitude.  At  tbedirection  of 
IMvJne  Providence,  as  he  conceived,  and  as  sub>>equent 
events  have  proved,  hisncxtremoTal  was  to  Horse  Creek, 
about  fifteen  miles  north  uf  Augusta. 

"  The  fruits  of  his  labours  in  this  place  remaia  }q  & 


KsfWctnUe  church,  some  of  whose  sons,  raised  up  under 
his  care,  have  successfully^  lUfiused  the  light  of  divine 
truth  through  various  benighted  regions.  From  Horstr 
Creek  my  aged  ^tfaer  made  his  first  visits  to  this  State; 
On  the  second  or  third  of  thesci  while  in  prayer,  he  was 
seized,  in  the  presence  of  his  audience,  for  preaching  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Patitt  and  made  -to  give  security  for  hit 
appearance  in  Ai^usta,  the  Monday  following,  to  answer 
to  this  charge.  Accordingly  he  stood  a  tri^,  and,  after 
his  meekness  and  patience  were  sufficiently  exercisedjwas 
ordered  to  come  no  more  at  a  preacher  into  Geotg^a. 
In  the  words  of  an  Apostle,  similarly  circumstanced,  he 
replied,  *'  Whfthr  it  be  ri^t  to  obey  God  or  fBan^  judge  ye." 
Consistently  with  this  just  and  spirited  reply,  he  pur'' 
'  sued  his  successful  course,  and  on  the  first  of  January, 
1771,  came  with  his  iandly,  and  took  up  his  final  earths 
ly  residencs  at  the  Kiokat  The  following  Spring  the 
church  here  was  formed,  and  is  famous  for  having 
furnished  materials  for  several  other  churches.  For 
this  purpose  many  commcm  tnetnbers  hava  beeti  disnhisl-' 
ed,  and  several  ministers  haVe  been  ordained.  Among 
these  are  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Sanders  Walker,  Samuel  New* 
ton,  l/iveleas  Savage,  Alexander  Scott,  and  the  writer  of 
this  article.  Through  God's  blessing  on  the  ministry 
of  her  indefatigable  founder  and  pastor,  this  church 
continued  to  lengthen  her  cords  and  strengthen  her 
stakes,  brealdnK  forth  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left, 
till  our  beloved  country  was  unhappily  inroWed  in  the 
horrors  of  war.  No  scenes,  however,  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  termination  of  hcntilities,  T^ere  so 
gloomy  and  alarming  as  to  deter  my  father  from  dia* 
charging  the  duties  of  bis  station.  Neither  reproathes 
nor  threatenings  could  exdt^  in  him  the  least  appearance 
of  timidity,  or  any  thing  inconsistent  with  Christian  and 
mnusterial  heroism. 

**  As  a  friend  to  the  American  cause,  he  was  once  made 
a  prisoner  and  put  under  a  strong  guard  ;  but  obtaining 
leave  of  the  (^cers,  he  otMimenced  and  supported  so 
h»vy  a  charge  of  exhortation  and  prayer,  that,  like  Dan- 
id  of  old,  while  his  enemies  stood  amazed  and  con- 
founded, he  was  safely  and  honourably  delivered  from 
this  dm  of  Htm. 

V0I,,  «.  45  ,^         , 
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*<£veii  the  iDfirmUies  of  otd  age,  ^nd  the  evideat  ap» 
proach  of  the  king  of  terrors,  were  not  sufficieot  to  shake 
his  faith  or  hope,  aor,  in  the  least  perceivaUe  d^ree,  to 
abate  his  zeaL 

"  A  few  months  previous  to  his  decease,  rising  in  his 
pulpit,  which  he  had  frequently  besprinkled  with  hia  tears, 
and  from  which  he  had  often  descended  to  weep  over  a 
careless  auditory,  he  said,  "  /  address  you,  my  dear  htarert, 
nuitb  a  diffidence  which  arises  from  'a  failure  ef  memory^  and 
a  general  weakness  <f  body  and  raivd^  common  to  my  years  ; 
but  /  reeollecty  he  that  holds  out  to  the  end  shall  be  saved, 
and  am  resolved  to  finish  my  course  in  the  cause  <f  God." 
Accordingly  he  attended  publick  worship  regularly,  even 
through  his  lingering  mortal  illness,  till  the  last  Sabbath 
but  one  before  his  dissolution.  In  his  family  he  invaria- 
bly performed  his  usual  round  of  holy  duties,  till  the 
morning  immediately  preceding  his  happy  change.  Fully 
apprized  of  this  as  at  hand,  and  perfectly  in  his  senses, 
he  expressed  distinctly  and  emphatically,  his  steady  and 
increa^ng  confidence  of  future  bliss. 

"  The  following,  taken  by  me,  in  the  presence  of  a 
few  deeply-affected  friends  and  relations,  are  his  last 
words  : — 

"  Dear  brethren  and  sisters,  J  am  just  gone.  This  nigbt 
i  shall  probably  expire  ;  but  I  have  tuahing  to  fear,  I  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the 
faith;  and  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  rigbt- 
eousness,  God  has  shewn  me  that  he  is  my  Godj  that  I  am 
bis  sen,  and  that  an  eternal  •weight  of  glory  is  mine  I" 

.."  The  venerable  partner  of  his  cares,  (and  I  may  add, 
faithful  assistant  in  all  his  labours)  sitting  bedewed  with 
tears,  by  his  side,  be  proceeded,  "  Go  on,  my  dear-wifiy  tt 
serve  the  Lord.  Hold  out  to  the  end.  Eternal  glory  is  before 
ttsT' 

*' After  a  silence  of  some  minutes,  he  called  me  and  said, 
*.'  My  breath  is  almost  gone.  I  have  been  praying  that  I  may 
go  home  ti^nigbt.  I  bad  great  happiness  in  our  •worship  this 
morning,  particularly  in  singing,  which  wiil  make  a  part  of  my 
exercise  in  a  blessed  eternity." 

*'Now  gently  closing  his  eyes,  he  cheerfully  gave  up 
his  soul  to  God,  with  whom,  I  doubt  not,  he  walks, 
"  high  in  salvation,  and  the  cUmes  of  bliss."  This  sol* 
emm  ^eut  took  place  at  the  dawn  of  the  2d  day  of 
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Novftnber,  1784,  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age.  A  suita- 
ble discourse  to  his  memory  was  delivered  by  the  late 
Rev.  Charles  Bussey." 

The  name  of  Mr.  Marshall's  Brst  wife  does  not  appear 
from  the  papers  respecting  him.  His  second  was  Martha 
Stearns,  sister  of  the  famous  Shubael  Stearns.  By  his 
first  wife  he  had  Daniel,  by  his  second,  Abraham,  iohn, 
Zaccheus,  Levi, Moses,  Solomon, and  Joseph  ;  and  daugh- 
ters Eunice  and  Mary.  These  children  are  all  yet  livine 
in  Georgia,  at  no  great  distance  from  the  place  in  which 
their  venerable  father  finished  bis  earthly  course.  They 
all  possess  a  competency  of  worldly  things,  and  a  num- 
ber of  them  are  members  of  the  Kioka  and  other 
churches. 

Mr.  Marshall,  after  all  his  sacrifices  for  '  the  cause  of 
Christ,  was  always  blessed  by  a  bountiful  Providence 
with  a  sufficiency  of  the  meat  that  perisheth,  and  left 
behind  htm  an  estate  of  considerable  value.  His  sod 
Abraham  inhafms  the  mansion,  from  which  he  was  re- 
moved to  the  house  not  made  with  hands. 


EuAKiM  Marshall  was  a  nephew  of  Daniel,  uid  a 
native  of  Connecticut ;  but  the  time  or  place  of  his  turth 
I  have  not  learnt.  He  was  converted  ui^der  the  ministry 
<tf  Mr.  Whitefieid  in  the  New-light  Stir,  and  remained  a 
Pedobaptist  minister  about  thirty  years.  He  became  a 
Baptist  in  1786,  and  died  at  Windsor,  near  Hartford, 
1 79 1  •  He  was  through  life  esteemed  a  preacher  of  piety 
and  talents.  He  was  also  often  a  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut  Legislature.  As  he  became  a  Baptist  but  about 
five  years  before  his  death,  he  was  not  much  known 
among  the  denomination  ;  but  on  account  of  some  cir- 
cumstances which  attended  his  conviction  of  Baptist  sen- 
dments,  his  biography  appears  worthy  of  being  recorded. 
While  Abraham  Marshall,  of  Georgia,  was  on  his  way  to 
visit  New-England  in  1786,  at  Philadelphia  he  fdl  in 
with  Mr.  Winchester,  of  whom  he  inquired  respecting 
his  relatives  in  Connecticut.  He  informed  him  what  he 
knew;  and  among  other  thiogs  observed,  thatEliakim 
Marshall,  of  Windsor,  was  a  man  of  a  sound  judgment,  a 
retentive  memory,and  a  tender  conscience.      "Well,** 
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replied  Abraham,  **  if  this  he  his  charaaer,  I  shall  expea 
|o  baptize  him  before  I  return  ;  for  if  he  has  a  sound 
judgment,  he  will  understand  my  argumeotB  in  favour 
of  believerB*  baptism,  and  against  that  of  infants ;  if  he 
hu  a  strong  memory  he  will  retun  then ;  and  if  he 
has  a  tender  conadenoe, .  they  will  have  an  influence  cm 
hia  mind.  WKh  a  firm  persuasion,  that  he  should  lead 
his  relative  into  the  water,  he  prosecuted  his  journey  to 
Connecticut.  We  have  seen,  in  the  history  of  theKioka 
church,  that  this  Abraham  Marshall  was  only  three  ytasi 
old  when  his  father  went  from  Connecticut,  among  the 
Mohawk  Indians.  He  vas  of  couvse  unknown  to  any 
of  his  relatives  here ;  but  he  was  received  among  theri 
cordially,  and  treated  with  respect,  and  he  made  £lia- 
kim's  house  his  home.  He  kept  in  mind  what  Mr. 
Winchester  had  told  him  of  this  cousin ;  bat  he  reiohred 
that  he  would  not  be  forward  to  introduce  the  subject  of 
Inptism,  nor  press  him  too  hard  at  first.  Eliakim  fre- 
quently expressed  a  desire  to  hear  what  his  new  relatioii, 
as  he  called  him,  had  to  say  in  defence  oi  the  opinions  in 
which  they  differed  ;  but  Abraham  waved  the  matter 
for  a  time.  At  length,  from  slight  skirmishes,  they,  by 
mutual  ontsent,  entered  with  all  their  strength  into  the 
baptism^  controversy,  in  which  Eitaldm  had  been  a  man 
of  war  from  hia  youth,  and  now  mauifested  a  strong 
assurance  of  victorv.  He  began  with  Abrabtaifs  Ccvemia, 
aod  mustered  all  the  arguments  usually  brought  in  de- 
fence of  Pedobaptism.  Abraham,  on  the  other  hand, 
opposed  his  whole  system,  as  destitute  of  Scripture  proof, 
and  adduced  his  reasons  for  his  different  belief.  At  the 
first  onset,  this  old  Pedobaptist  divine,  as  he  afterwards 
acknowledged  to  a  friend,  had  but  two  arguments  left 
for  the  support  of  his  system  ;  and  continuing  to  lose 
ground,  while  striving  with  himself  to  regun  it,  in  the 
next  attack  he  was  completely  defeated,  and  in  a  short 
time  after  confessed  his  comaence  (ould  not  be  easy  till 
he  was  baptized.  But  a  trouble  arose  on  account  of  his 
unfe,  who  was  much  opposed  to  this  change  in  his  sen- 
dments.  He  mentioned  this  cir<^mstance  to  Abraham, 
•nd  requested  his  advice.  He  replied  that  his  youth  did 
not  qualify  him  to  prescribe  duty  to  a  man  of  nis  years  } 
**  but,**  said  he,  **  I  will  mention  two  passages  of  Scrip. 
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tare,  wfaieb  my  fn^m  frequeniljr  made  nte  of  in  dilScnk 
cases,  which  are  these.  I  cnf erred  not  with  fiesb  and  bkod. 
What  tby  batidjindetb  to  do,  da  it  with  thy  might.  The  ttn* 
Jer  eaudeace  en  this  and  convert  urced  him  on  to  duty; 
and,  accordii^  to  Abrwam's  expectation,  he  was  baptized 
by  him  the  day  before  he  left  the  pUee.  A  large  con- 
course of  peot>le,  supposed  to  be  two  or  three  thoosaod, 
coltocCed  Co  witness  the  administration  of  the  loiemn 
zite.  The  veneraUe  caiididate  addressed  them  in  a  most 
melting  manner  :  "  I  was  awakened,"  said  lie,  '*  under 
the  preaching  of  Whitcfield,  about  forty  years  ago,  at 
which  time  my  qiind  was  sol^nDly  impressed  with  this 
sentiment,  God  u  wdms  ;  he,  therefore,  knows  all  my 
thDUffhts,  and  all  I  do.  I  was  in  the  neat  phce  impress- 
ed with  this  sentence,  God  it  boUtmi,  and  Esust,  therefore, 
bat*  all  in  me,  which  his  wisdom  sees  is  wioi^.  I  was 
in  the  third  {dace  impressed  with  thb  solemn  thought, 
God  it  power  ;  this  struck  me  like  thunder,  and  brought 
me  to  the  grramd."  ■  So  saying,  he  bunt  into  tears,  and 
in  a  moment  the  tears  were  nowtng  from  a  thousand 
eyes.  "  Aftw  labmring  a  few  days,"  continued  ha, 
*^  under  these  weighty  impresuons,  the  soothing  decla- 
ration, God  it  /ocie,  relieved  my  distress,  removed  my 
£sars,  and  filled  me  with  unspeakable  joy."  He  expa* 
tiued  largely  on  the  interesting  event  of  his  conversion, 
and  the  most  sotemn  attentioo  pervaded  the  great  as- 
semUy. 

Silas  Mbrcer  ynA  born  near  Currituck  Bay,  North- 
Carolina,  February,  174-5.  His  mother  died  while  he  was 
an  infant  \  hia  father  was  a  zealous  member  of  theClmrch 
of  England)  and  carefully  instructed  him  in  the  catechism, 
rites,  and  traditions  of  that  communion.  From  early 
years,  young  Silas  wa^  religiously  inclined ;  tnit  it  was  not 
till  after  he  arrived  at  manhood)  that  he  was  brought  to 
the  knowledge  of  salvation  through  a  divine  Redeemer. 
Hq  was  for  a  long  time  embarrassetl  and  bewildered  with 
that  legal  system,  which  he  had  been  taught  in  his  mother 
Church,  and  so  deeply  rooted  were  the  prejudices  of  his 
education,  that  it  ^ook  him  long  to  learn  that  salvation 
is  not  of  works.  But  he  at  leogth  gained  dear  and 
consistent  views  of  the  gospel  plan,  and  was,  through  his 
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long  ministry,  a  dbtingaished  and  powerful  defender  of 
the  doctrine  of  free,  unmerited  grace. 

Until  after  his  conversion,  Mr.  Mercer  was  most 
vicJently  opposed  to  Dissenters  in.geaeral,  and  to  the 
Baptists  in  particular.  He  would  on  no  account  hew 
one  preach,  and  endeavoured  to  diKuade  all  others  firora 
attending  their  meetings.  He  most  firmly  believed  what 
his  father  and  parson  had  taught  him,  that  they  were  all 
a  set  of  deceivers,  that  their  heresies  were  dangerous  if 
not  damnaUe,  and  that  to  hear  one  preach  would  be  a 
crime  of  peculiar  enormity.  He  knew,  however,  but 
little  about  them,  only  that  they  bad  separated  from  the 
Church,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  opposed  and  avoided. 
For  these  reasons  he  continued  a  violent  opposer  to  them, 
and  zealously  to  defend  the  Cburcb  ;  but  ois  ingenuous 
mind  could  not  long  be-  restrained  by  the  shackles  of 
tradition,  without  examining  things  for  himself;  he 
therefore  began  a  course  t^  inquiries,  which  gradually 
undermined  his  traditionary  creed,  and  ted  on  to  the 
Baptist  ground.  He  first  resolved  to  follow  strictly  the 
Rubnck  of  the  Church,  both  in  doctrine  and  discipline; 
and  finding  it  enjoined  immertiM,  unless  the  weakness  of 
the  child  required  a  milder  mode,  he  had  two  of  his 
children  dipped.  The  first  a  son,,  in  a  barrel  of  water  at 
the  priest's  house ;  and  the  other  a  daughter,  in  a  tub, 
which  had  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  at  the  Church. 
The  son  was  named  Jesse,  who  is  now  a  worthy  minister 
in  Georgia ;  he  was  baptized  agun,  on  a  profession  of  his 
hxtht  and  is  of  course  an  j^no-Baptist.  Mr.  Mercer  was 
also  struck  with  the  neglect  of  discipline  in  the  Church ; 
he  saw  with  pain  that  persons  grossly  immoral  in  many 
respects  were  admitted  to  their  communion,  and  became 
convinced  that  things  ought  not  so  to  be.  Hervey's  The- 
rm and  Aipasio  started-  him  from  the  Arminian  system, 
and  set  him  on  a  train  of  reflections,  which  issued  in  a 
thorough  conviction  of  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel.  He 
laboured  for  a  time  to  reform  the  church ;  but  finding 
the  building  was  too  far  gone  to  be  repured,  he  receded 
from  it  with  reluctant  steps,  and  became  a  Baptist  when 
he  was  about  thirty  ye^rs  of  age,  and  continued  from 
that  time  to  the  end  of  his  lire  an  ornament  to  their 
cause,  and  a  skilful  defender  of  their  distinguishii^ 
tenets. 
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Few  men,  perhaps,  have  bad  more  severe  conflicts  in 
renoundng  the  prejudices  of  education,  than  Mr.  Mercer. 
tMs  kind  but  bigotted  father  threw  in  his  way  obstacles, 
vrhich  he  could  not  at  first  surmount ;  the  church  priest, 
and  the  whole  EpUcopal  fraternity  around  him,  used  the 
most  assiduous  endeavours  to  prevent  him  from  going 
aunongit  the  heretical  Baptists.     The  first  minister  of  the 
denomination  he  ever  heard  preach,  was  a  Mr.  Thomas, 
at  that  time  a  successful  preacher  in  North-Carolina.    It 
ivas  with  much  rductance,  and  with  many  fearful  appre- 
hensions of  the  dangerous  consequences,  that  he  -was  in- 
duced to  attend  the  meeting.     But  in  spite  of  all  his 
prejudices,  the  preacher  drew  his  attention,  and  led  him 
to  think  he  was  not  such  a  dangerous  deceiver  as  he  had 
always  before  supposed.     This  was  on  Monday.     The 
next  Lord's-day,  the  priest  being  absent,  and  his  lather 
being  cierk,  performed  as  usual  the  duties  of  his  office. 
As  yet  none  of  the  family  Icnew  that  Sibs  had  been  to 
the  Baptist  meeting.     After  the  service  of  the  day  was 
over,  a  person  asked  him,  in  the  hearing  of  his  father, 
how  he  liked  the  Baptist  preacher  ?    He  was  much  con- 
fused, and  knew  not  what  to  answer ;  but  his  consdence 
obliged  him  to  express  some  degree  of  approbation.     At 
which  the  old  gentleman  burst  into  tears,  and  exclaimed, 
"  Silas,  you  are  ruined !"  and  out  he  went,  hastily  home. 
Silas,  sJarmed,  took  hastily  after  him,  to  soothe  his  grief, 
uid  appease  his   rc^ntment.     The  offended  father  and 
offending  son  were  so  deeply  affected  with  the  trifling 
a&ir,  that  they  forgot  their  wives,  and  left  them  to  go 
home  alone.    The  charm  was  now  broken ;  and  from  this 
period  Mr.  M.  began  to  entertain  more  favourable  views 
of  the  people  he  had  hitherto  so  much  censured  and  des- 
insed.     Not  long  after  this,  he  removed  to  Georgia,  and 
settled  in  what  is  now  Wilks  county,  where,  about  1 775, 
he  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Alexander  Scott,  united  with  the 
durch  at  KLioka,  by  which  he  was  almost  immediately 
approbated  to  preach.     At  the  commencement  of  the 
American  war,  he  fled  for  shelter  to  Halifax  county,  in 
his  native  State,  where  he  continued  about  six  years,  all 
of  which  time  he  was  incessantly  engaged  in  preaching 
as  an  itinerant  in  different  places  around  ^  and  it  is  found 
by  his  journal,  that,  take  the  whole  six  yeare  together,  he 
preached  oftener  than  once  a  day  j  that  is,  more  than 
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two  thotamnd  sermoDS  in  the  tiiae.  At  tke  dote  d  the 
war,  he  returned  to  his  fbnner  residence  in  Georgisi, 
where  he  continued  to  the  end  of  his  da^.  In  this 
State,  he  laboured  abundantly  with  good  eroct,  and  wk 
the  means  of  plaoting  a  number  of  charches  in  difiefent 
parts  of  the  country.  He  was  justly  eateamed  one  of  the 
most  exemplary  and  useful  ministers  in  the  southern 
States.  His  learning  was  not  great,  but  having  a  denre 
that  bis  young  brethren  might  obtain  greater  advantages 
than  he  had  enjoyed,  he  had  set  up  a  school  at  his  house, 
procured  an  ttae  teacher,  and  was  in  a  [Hximiiing  way  to 
promote  the  interests  of  learning  in  the  charches  aroumt- 
him  i  but  in  the  midst  of  his  benevolent  plans  and  do-. 
tinguished  usefulness,  he  was,  after  a  short  iUness,  rdntov* 
ed  from  the  sceneof  his  employments,  in  1796,  in  the 
69d  year  of  his  a^e. 

The  fdlowing  portrait  of  Mrt  Mercor's  chtraoter,  if 
found  in  Mr.  Sample's  History  of  the  Virgioia  Baptistt* 
page  8S.  *■'  Mr.  Mercer,  both  in  countenance  and  man* 
ners,  had  considerably  the  appearance  of  sternness ;  and 
to  feel  quite  free  in  his  company,  it  was  necessary  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  him.  He  seldom  talked  on  any 
other  subject  except  religion ;  and  when  in  company  with 
young  preachers,  or  those  who  might  question  his  doc- 
trine or  his  opinions,  his  remarks  chiefly  turned  on  po^ 
Icmical  praots.  He  was  indefatigable  in  striving  to 
maintain  his  opinions  ;  and  ibr  this  purpose  would  hesr 
any  and  all  objections  that  could  be  raised,  and  would 
then  labour  assiduously  to  remove  them.  His  argu- ' 
ments,  however,  neither  in  private  nor  publick,  were  ev<ef 
dressed  mth  oratorical  ornaments.  He  spoke  and  acted- 
like  one  who  felt  himself  surrounded  by  the  impregna' 
ble  buhrarks  of  truth,  and  therefore  did  not  wish  x.v 
parley."" 

He  was  mora  distinguished  as  a  preacher  than  writer; ' 
but  he  devoted  cormderable  time  to  study,  and  the  foli 
lowing  pieces  were  the  productions  of  his  leisure  hours  : . 
i.  1st.  Tyranny  Exposed,  »id  True  Liberty  Discovered, 
in  a  19mo.  patnphlet  of  68  pages,  the  design  of  which 
was  to  show  the  rise,  reign,  and  downfall  <n  Antichrist.  - 

•  Mr.  Mercer  is  here  deBCiibed  as  he  opiicared  in  Virginia,  in  1791,  in  mm- ' 
Mny  wHh  jemniBh  Wnlker,  intlteUmecf  a  great  coiUtivenf  KsimtSig 
Mtcirinal  pcttiu. 


-  ad.  The  SappOfiitioB  of  the  IMvine  Ri^t  of  IniiuU 
to  BaptiaiDt  from  thdr  formerly  having  2  Right  to  C^r- 
camcisiaB,  Confuied,  bong  a  Letter  to  a  Erieoi].  Thia 
piece  was  not  printed. 

ad.  The  History  of  J^tism,  carried  to  some  extent, 
^t  kft  unfinished. 

4th.    Two  Letters  00  £le<XtQii,  le&  uoput^shed. 


Joshua  Moksb  was,  in  his  day,  a  very  eminent  preach- 
or  among  the  Baptists  in  New-England.  He  was  boni 
in  South-KtDgstoD,  Rhode-Island,  April  tO,  1796-    Uii 

Sandfatber  came  from  the  west  of  England  to  Rhode- 
and,  io  the  early  part  of  the  settlement  of  the  colony, 
aod  served  as  a  chaplain  In  the  first  war  in  which  tlu9 
CDimtry  was  eng^ed  against  the  French.  The  sob,  from 
whom  the  subject  of  t^  memoir  descended,  whose  name 
does  not  af^ar,  was  not  a  professor  of  religion,  but  was 
by  edacatiou  a  Baptist,  as  his  father  was  of  that  persuar 
«on.  Young  Joshua,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  in  the  tim* 
of  the  New-hght  Stir,  was  awakened  to  religious  coa> 
cern.  When  the  xealous  New-Ughts  began  to  make  1 
noise  in  the  neighbourhood,  he,  with  oUiers,  was  ready 
to  reproach  and  despise  them ;  but  the  very  first  meet- 
idg  he  attended,  his  mind  was  arrested.  When  be  first 
mitered  it,  he  saw  them  so  zealously  affected,  that  he 
hentaled  not  to  say  that  tbey  were  all  deluded  ^  but  Jic 
came  away  under  fearful  apprehenaiona  of  being  made 
miseraUe  forever.  Soon  after  he  was  brought  to  rejpioe 
ia  the  truth,  he  became  a  zealous  exhorter,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  commenced  hia  ministerial  labours,  which 
he  continued  with  much  reputadon  and  success  for  upi> 
wards  of  fifty  years.  The  early,  and  indeed  the  greatest 
part  of  hia  mioistry,  was  spent  in  Connecticut,  He  first 
began  preaching  in  Stoningtiw.  where  he  was  much  op- 
posed, abused  and  persecuted,  by  a  set  of  bigotted  geop 
try,  who  declared  that  his  preaching  was  not  accordimg  /# 
/mv.  At  that  time,  every  man  who  opened  his  doors  for 
«  diiaeoter  to  preach,  was  UaUe  to  be  fined  five  pounds, 
tfae  preacher  was  sut^ected  to  a  fiqe  of  tttt  shillings,  and 
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every  hearer  to  five.  The  very  first  time  Mr.  Morse 
preached  in  Stonington,  he  W33  apprehended,  carried  be- 
fore a  magistrate,  sentenced  to  pay  the  ten  sbiUin;^  or 
he  whipped  ten  lashes,  at  the  publick  whipping- post. 
The  fine  he  could  not  pay,  and  of  course  the  lashes  he 
was  preparing  to  receive.  He  was  taken  to  the  post  by 
the  order  of  the  magistrate,  but  the  constable,  instead  of 
inflicting  the  lashes,  plead  the  cause  of  the  innocent  suf- 
ferer, remonstrated  against  the  wickedness  of  the  law, 
the  cruelty  of  the  court,  and  utterly  refused  performing 
the  barbarous  duty  which  had  been  assigned  him.  After 
spending  some  time  in  this  awkward  position,  the  con- 
stable tendered  the  magistrate  from  his  owji  pocket  Kins 
fine  which  had  been  exacted.  ,  The  magistrate,  probably 
a:>hamed  of  his  conduct,  offered  it  to  Mr.  Morse,  and  bid 
him  receive  it,  and  go  peaceably  away.  But  as  he  would 
pay  no  money,  so  he  would  receive  none,  and  his  perse- 
cutors finding  him  rather  unmanageable,  went  off  and 
left  him  to  take  bis  own  course.  For  a  number  of  years 
after  this,  he  was  often  opposed,  sometimes  by  law,  but 
more  frequently  by  ,mobt.  His  preaching  was  attended 
with  much  success, and  that  encouraged  him  and^iraged 
his  (^posers.  In  one  of  his  meetings,  one  of  the  rever- 
end gentlemen  of  the  town  came  in  just  as  he  was  begin- 
ning his  sermon,  put  his  hand  on  his  mouth,  and  then 
bid  a  brother,  whom  he  had  brought  with  him,  to  strike 
him.  At  another  time  a  man  came  in  while  he  was 
preaching,  and  struck  him  with  such  violence  on  his 
temple,  that  it  brought  him  to  the  floor  ;  when  he  arose, 
)ie  looked  OD  his  persecutor,  and  with  emotions  of  pity, 
said,  *'  If  you  die  a  naturad  death,  the  Lord  hath  not 
spoken  by  me."  This  man,  not  long  after,  went  to  sea, 
fell  from  the  vessel,  and  was  drowned.  At '  aooth^ 
meeting  he  was  knocked  down  while  in  prayer  j  he  was 
then  seized  by  the  hair,  draped  out  of  the  house  down 
high  steps  to  the  ground,  and  so  deeply  bruised  in  liis 
head  and  face,  that  he  carried  some  of  the  scars  to  his 
grave.  These  are  a  few  of  the  sufferings  of  thiseminent . 
man  of  God  in  the  early  part  of  his  ministry.  He  was 
also  frequently  threatened  by  mobs,  who  did  not  carry 
their  persecuting  designs  into  execution.  After  preachr 
ing  once  in  Stonington,  he  was  informed  that  a  gang  was 
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€»ilt  of  doors,  who,  like  Paul's  persecutors,  had  sworn 
that  they  would  kill  him  when  he  came  out.     His  wife, 
'who,  it  appears,  was  with  him,  and  his  friends  entreated 
him  not  to  go  out  ;  but  having  another  appointment 
some  distance  off,  he  resolved  to  fulfil  it,  and  said  to  his 
friends,  **  What  mean  ye  to  weep  and  break  my  bean  ?"  &c. 
As  soon  as  he  was  out  of  the  door,  he  lifted  up  his  hands 
and  began  to  pray  for  his  persecutors  ;  they,  confounded' 
by  this  new  mode  of  war^re,  immediately  dropped  their 
clubs ;    some  begged  his  pardon,  and  the  rest  fled  away. 
But  in  the  midst  of  all  these  persecutions,  his  labours 
wre  attended  with  great  success  ;  masy  were  awakened 
by  his  means,  and  some  churches  in  Rhode-Island  and 
Connecticut  arose  under  his  ministry.     About  1 750,  he 
was  ordained  to  the  care  of  a  church  in  the  north  parish 
of  New-London,  now  called  Montville.     Two  or  three 
years  after  he  moved  to  FishkiU  in  the  State  of  New- York, 
were  he  remained  about  two  years,  when,  by  the  earnest 
entreaties  of  the  church  which  he  had  left,  he  came  back 
to  live  among  them.    Here  he  preached  principally  until 
1779,  when  he  removed  to  Sandisfield,  Massachusetts, 
where  a  church  arose  under  his  labours,  wliich  he  con- 
tinued to  serve  as  pastor,  until  within  about  a  month  of 
his  death,  which  happened  July,  1795,  in  the  70th  year  of 
his  age,  and  5Sd  of  his  ministry.     He  had  been   some 
time  iabouring  under  a  disease,  which  he  expected  would 
end  in  his  dissolution.     About  four  weeks  before  he 
died,  he  called  his  church  together,  and  gave  them  his 
last  advice  and  benediction.     He  had  composed  a  hymn 
to  be  sung  at  his  funeral,  and  he  now  made  choice  of  a 
passage  to  be  preached  from  on  the  solemn  occasion, 
which  was,  Tb'u  is  a  faiihful  saying,  end  worthy  of  all 
Mcepiatiojiy  that  Christ  Jesut  tame-  into  the  tvorld  to  save  sin- 
rnrs,  <f  whom  I  am  chief.    The  sermon  was  preached  by 
Elder  Ruftis  Babcock,  of  Cokbrook. 
,    Mr.  Morse  was  early  acquainted  with  Mr.  Whiteficld, 
And  caught  -much  of  the  zeal  of  that  famous  itinerant. 
His  preaclung  was  solemn  and  instructive,  and  the  rules, 
which  he  laid  down  for  others,  he  practised  himself.    He 
•was  singularly  grave  and  devout,  insomuch  that  it  is 
■aid  by  those  who  were  long  acquainted  with  him,  that 
he  was  never  known  to  laugh.    He  often  entered  so 


9fi*  Biography  ef  Joseph  Reese. 

feeling!^  into  his  discourses,  as  to  weep  ahnost  from  be- 
ginning to  end.  He  was  well  instructed  in  the  iloctrine 
w  the  cross  ;  and  his  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  was 
exceeded  by  few.  His  memory  wis  retentive,  his  vena: 
peculiirty  commandiog  and  impressive,  and  his  preidu 
lOg,  if  nut  eloquent,  was  pathetick  and  persuasive. 

He  was  honoured  in  every  relation  m  sustained,  and 
his  usefulness  as  a  minister  of  the  word  was  exceeded  by 
few  in  hi«  day.  He  was  above  the  middle  stature,  <tf  a. 
robust  Constitution,  and  well  fitted  for  the  labours  and 
hardships  which  itinerant  prea<;her5  of  his  time  were 
dbliged  to  endure.  Being  hononted  of  hh  God  as  the 
itiBtrament  of  turning  many  to  righteousness,  ^ad  al« 
vdys  bearing  about  with  him  The  marks  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  he  was  mudi  beloved  throughout  in  extenwve 
circle  when  living,  and  hit  name  is  still  mentioned  with 
peculiar  marks  of  respect,  by  many  of  the  indent  saintaj 
who  enjoyed  his  acquaintance. 

Mr.  Morse  married,  when  abotit  34  year*  of  ige,  Sq'- 
sannah,  the  ddest  danefater  of  Mr.  Joseph  Baboodt,  cX 
Westerly,  Rhode-tsland,  by  Whom  he  had  many  drildr^fi^ 
Seven  of  them  are  yet  living,  and  his  youngest  son  Asahd 
is  pastor  of  the  church  in  Suffield,  Connecticut.  From 
hia  narrative  of  the  life  of  his  venerable  fiidk«r,  die  sub- 
stance of  this  sketch  has  been  extracted.  Ifis  mdow  Eur- 
tived  him  about  Bhteen  years,  ftnd  died  litGiy  in  the  80th 
year  of  h«r  age. 


Joseph  RbAse  was  borii  at  Duck-Creek,  In  Kent  coun. 
ty,  then  ia  the  Provihoe  of  Pennsylvatiii,  but  nftw  in  th* 
'IState  of  Delaware.  He  was  retnoved  to  Souch-Caircfihi 
in  1745,  whenbutt)year3of  age,  and  during  his  yDuA> 
ftd  days  was  very  gay  and  fond  of  pleasure.  His  conver- 
sion, therefore,  which  took  phce  in  17B0,  "under  the 
^ninistry  of  Rev.  I%1fip  Mulky,  was  remttr^Uei,  ttid  drew 
much  attention.  Mr.  Reese  wab  b*ptiK«l  toon  after  -Ins 
conver^n  by  Mr.  Mulky,  and  commenced  prexchitg 
soon  after  his  baptism.  His  ordination,  however,  for 
some  reason,  was  defetred  until  1768,  when  it  wasper^ 
Imned  by  Messrs.  Oliver  Hart  and  Evan  Pnh.  He  was 
at  the  same  time  installed  pastor  of  tite  chsrch  it  tfab 


Gongitrec,  with  wUch  he  stood  lA  that  rdstioii,  except  d 
few  years  during  the  Tevotflttobary  war^  till  his  death, 
wluch  took  pl&ee  Muck  5,  ItQS^  when  he  waa  aged  63 
years. 

The  Church  at  the  High  HiUs  of  Safit«e  was  gathered 
vnder  his  ministry^  in  1 770  {  at  which  time  and  place  a 
groat  attentioii  to  religion  was  excited  by  his  preaching 
aiDoi^  a  Bumeroiu  peopk*  who  had  been  till  then  v6ry 
cardeu,  and  ustu^Btiinted  with  vital  religion. 

He  was  Very  iafirm  atxmt  ten  years  before  his  death  ) 
and  during  the  last  two  of  theei,  one  of  the  most  affiict^ 
ed  of  men.  But  during  the  whoie«  he  tKhibtted  a  sub- 
Uuw  esauide  of  6kh,  padeaoet  and  resigoattoa  to  the 
will  of  God  {  «f  concern  for  t^e  divine  gk)ry,  for  the  in- 
terefits  of  the  church  a£  large,  of  that  with  whith  he  wai 
Cotmected  in  {Knrticulart  and  for  the  salv&titHi  of  individ- 
uals with  whom  lie  was  connected  or  Convei'Bant.  When 
pubtick  worship  was  supported  at  the  place  of  wor&hip 
neatost  to  hieit  alwut  three  miles  distant,  be  vas  sever^ 
times  carried  there  On  his  bed,  lying  down  during  the  ser- 
vice \  and  if  he  found  btmselif  able,  which  he  sometimes 
did»  would  sit  up  at  the  oodchision  of  worship  and  address 
a  few  words  to  the  CMgregatioa  in  the  style  of  c<niversa-^ 
tion  and  advice, liy  which  thiey  were  generally  melted  into 
tears.  His  last  attendance  at  the  church  was  about  twelve 
months  before  his  death  \  at  which  tioie,  in  groat  paio 
and  weakness^he  administered  the  Lord's  SupjKV.  God 
was  (Jeafiediinthemidstof  all  bis  afflictiw),  to  afford  him 
the  consfdatiotu  oi  his  grace,  and  he  di«l  in  much  assur-  . 
ance  of  his  interest  in  ue  Redeemer,  whom  he  loved. 

Mr.  Reese  was  a  man  of  gpod  understanding  and  warm 
a&cuons.  His  piety,  it  is  believed,  was  never  called  in 
question.  He  had  but  little  education,  though  he  js^3^c 
iDiproveEtents  after  he  began  to  preach ;  but  he  had  a 
iarge  fund  of  evoQgelkal  and  esperiraeAtal  knowledge. 
His  natiir^  -eloquencet  and  coBttnaad  of  the  passions  of 
lus  hearers^  woEe  extraordinary.  He  was  both  a  Bo»- 
nerges,and  a  son  of  consolation.  His  voice  and  his  cou»- 
tenance  ai«  sud  to  h^c  -affacted  his  heu-ers  like  an  en- 
chantaaoat.  la  theear^putpf  his -ministry  hemetwtt^ 
much  oppontien,  but  with  sutiprisinEr  suooeRS. 

C^ie  William  Reese  was  exceedin^y  mad  against  JiisB, 
as  he  was  preaclung  at  the  High  Hus  of  Santee,  sw«ar- 
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ing  and  threatentng  what  he  would  do  to  lum  ;  but  be- 
fore the  service  of  the  day  was  over,  this  satne  opposer 
was  observed  to  tremble,  and  look,  about  him  as  if  he  was 
meditating  to  run  away,  but  did  not  dp  so ;  presently  be 
swooned  ;  when  he  came  to  himself  and  appearing  in  a 
shivering  condition,  a  companion  of  his  sud,  **  Will,  you 
are  cold,  will  you  go  to  the  fire  ?"  He  replied,  "  I  am 
going  to  the  fire !  the  fire  of  hdl  I  O  Lord,  save  me !" 
His  distress  was  great  for  a  considerate  time,  during 
which  he  made  a  publick  ackno«dedgment  of  his  wicked 
conduct  and  pcrsecutiag  intentions. 

At  another  time,  when  he  was  preaching  at  Congaree, 
one  Robert  Liass  made  towards  him  with  a  hickory  dub, 
saying,  *'  that  he  would  wear  it  out  on  the  bawling  dog's 
back."  But  he  was  hindered  from  his  purpose,  and  per- 
suaded to  be  quiet.  Soon  after  he  was  observed  to  be  af- 
fected, but  said  nothing.  It  was  not  long,  however,  be- 
fore he  sent  for  Mr.  Reese  in  the  night,  and  said,  '^  I  ara 
damned !  I  am  going  to  hell  i"  Mr.  Reese  said,  **  Per- 
haps not,  perhaps  not."  Liass  replied  hastily,  *'  Is  there  a 
pradventure?  thank  God  for  that!  Had  1  certunty  of 
It  I  would  endure  a  thousand  deaths  !  I  would  rot  piece 
by  piece,  and  be  a  thousand  years  rotting,  if  it  would  se- 
cure me  from  going  to  hell !" 

Whether  these  men,  who  w^e  so  remarkably  convict- 
ed, were  ever  converted,  we  are  not  informed. 

Mr.  Reese  was  a  warm  friend  to  his  country  -in  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  represented  the  district  in  which 
he  lived,  in  the  State  Legislature,  when  the  first  consti- 
tution was  formed  for  South- Carolina. 


Shubael  Stbarns.  The  outlines  of  Mr.  Stearns's  bi- 
^raphy  have  been  given  in  the  history  of  the  Separate 
Baptbts ;  and  as  much  has  already  been  said  of  this  emi- 
nent man  of  God,  it  will  be  imnecessary  to  say  much 
more  respecting  him. 

Mr.  Stearns  was  a  man  of  small  stature,  but  of  good 
natural  parts,  and  sound  judgment.  Of  learning  he 
had  but  a  little  share,  yet  was  pretty  well  acquainted 
with  books.    His  voice  was  musical  and  strong,  which 
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he  nuBiged  ID  sQch  a  nuuuier,uoDe  while,  tomzke  soft 
impressions  on  the  heart,  and  fetch  tears  Arotn  the  eyes 
in  a  mechanical  way ;  and  anon,  to  shake  the  very  nerves* 
and  throw  the  animal  system  into  tumuhs  and  perturba- 
tioas.  All  the  Separate  Baptists  copied  after  him  in 
tones  of  voice  and  actions  of  body ;  and  some  few  exceed- 
ed him.  His  character  was  indisputably  good,  both  as  a 
man,  a  Christian,  aod  a  preacher.  In  his  eyes  was  some- 
thiog  very  penetrating,  which  seemed  to  have  a  meaning 
ia  every  glance.  Many  stories  have  been  told  respecting 
the  enchantments  of  his  eyes  and  voice,  but  the  two  fol- 
lowing examples  we  give,  with  the  more  confidence,  be- 
cauK  the  subjects  of  them,. viz,  Tidence  Lane  and  Klna- 
than  Davis,  were  men  of  sense  and  reputation,  and  af- 
terwards became  distinguished  ministers  of  the  Baptist 
society. 

*'  When  the  fame  of  Mr.  Stearns's  preaching  (said  Mr. 
Lane)  had  reached  the  Tadldn,  where  I  lived,  i  felt  a  cu> 
riosity  to  go  skod  hear  him.  Upon  my  arrival,  I  saw  a 
venerable  old  man  sitting  under  a  peach-tree  with  a  book 
in  his  band,  and  the  people  gathering  about  him.  He 
fixed  bis  eyes  upon  roe  imowdiately,  which  made  me 
feel  in  such  a  manner  as  I  never  had  felt  before.  I  turn- 
ed to  quit  the  place,  but  could  not  proceed  far.  I  walk- 
ed about,  sometimes  catching  his  eyes  as  I  walked.  My 
uneasiness  increased  and  became  intolerable.  I  went  up 
to  him,  thinldng  that  a  salutation  and  shaking  hands 
would  reUeve  me  ;  but  it  happened  otherwise.  I  began  to 
think  that  he  had  an  evil  eye,  and  ought  to  be  shunned  ; 
but  shunning  him  I  could  no  more  effect,  than  a  bird 
can  shun  the  rattle-snake,  when  it  fixes  its  eyes  upon 
it.  When  he  began  to  preach,  my  perturbations  increas- 
ed, so  that  nature  could  no  longer  support  them,  and  I 
sunk  to  the  ground." 

Mr.  Lane  afterwards  became  a  very  useful  Baptist  min- 
ister, and  was  one  of  the  first  of  the  denomination,  who 
removed  to  Tennessee,  where  he  administered,  until  his 
death,  with  reputation  and  success. 

"  Elnathan  Davis  .had  heard  that  one  John  Steward 
was  to  be  baptized  such  a  day,  by  Mr.  Stearns.  Now  this 
Steward  being  a  very  large  man,  and  Steams  of  small 
stature,  he  concluded  there  would  be  some  diversion  if 
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not  drowning ;  therefore  he  gHb«r«d  about  aiglM  or  tea 
of  his  compamonB  tb  wic^dneu,  and  went  to  the  spot. 
Mr.  Stearns  cune,  and  b^;Mi  to  preach.  Eloathan  went 
to  bear  him,  while  his  companians  Mraod  at  a  distance. 
He  was  no  sooner  among  the  crowds  than  he  perched 
SMDe  of  the  people  tremble,  as  if  in  a  it  of  the  ^ue ;  be 
fctt  and  examined  them,  in  wder  to  fod  if  it  were  not 
a  (^simulation  ;  meanwhile  one  man  leaned  on  lus 
shoulder,  weeping  bitterljr }  Elnathan,  perceivii^  he  had 
wet  Ms  new  white  coat,  pushed  btm  o£^  and  ran  to  his 
companions,  who  were  sitting  on  a  log  at  a  distance. 
When  he  came,  one  said,  '*  WeU,  Elnathan,  what  do 
70U  think  now  of  these  ■'  peo|4e  ^  taxing  to  them 
a  pro^e  and  reproachful  epithtf .  He  r^Ked,  *'  There 
is  a  trembling  and  crying  spirit  aniong  tliein  *  but  wheth- 
er it  be  the  Spirit  of  GoA  or  the  devil,  I  don't  know ;  if 
it  be  the  devil,  the  devi}  go  with  them,  for  I  will  neirar 
more  venture  myself  anKtng  them."  He  stood  a 
while  in  that  resolution  t  but  the  enchantment  of  Stearof's 
voice  drew  him  to  the  crowd  once  mope.  He  had  not 
been  long  there  before  the  trembling  seiaed  him  ^so } 
he  attempted  to  withdraw ;  but  his  strength  feiBag,  and 
his  understanding  bang  confounded,  he,  with  many  oth. 
ers,  sunk  to  the  grouno.  When  he  came  to  himself,  he 
found  nothing  in  him  but  dread  and  ansdety,  bordering 
on  horror.  He  continued  in  this  ntuation  some  days, 
and  then  found  rriief  by  faith  in  Christ.  Immediately  he 
began  to  preach  conversion  work,  raw  as  he  was,  and 
scanty  as  his  knowledge  must  have  been."  Mr.  Davis 
was  bom  in  Baltimore  county,  Maryland,  ]7S5;  was 
bred  a  Seventh-day  Baptist ;  went  to  Stow  Rivo:,  in 
North-Carolina,  in  175? ;  was  baptized  by  Shubad 
Stearns  at  Sandy-Creek,  and  ordained  by  Samud  Harris, 
in  1764 ;  continued  in  North-Carolina  until  1798,  when 
he  removed  to  South-Carc^a,  and  settled  in  tbo  bounds 
of  the  Saluda  Association. 

Mr.  Stearns  died  November  30,  1771,  at  Sandy-Creek, 
and  was  buried  near  his  meeting-liouse. 

Edwardt. 
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fTlM  WoirtiKacaiirtxif  that  eimient  Mi-vurt  of  GiDd,  ft^aiiHttati,  bpicftx- 

«d  to  a  volume  cf  his  Hermcns,  published  alter  liis  death.  The  aulistaiice  of 
fc  wu  written  by  his  son  in  in*.  Rev.  Mr.  Onty,  of  Roxbory,  atljoiTdiiR  ^o^ 
ta).vidnp*Al)yI>r.fiKUwfe.  The  cto«ri|jmp  qJMi.ttocafciii  tcminwis 
was  dKwn  by  one  of  his  churcltj 

Samitel  Stillman,  D.D.  was  born  In  the  f^of  X%fl- 
adalphia,  of  parents  respectable  for  their  virtues,  and  Of 
ttw  icttoious  persuidon  of  Particutar  Baptists.  At  the 
a^  of  elBvei]  yeaM  be  was  removed  with  t4ieiH  VoCbarlet- 
ton,  South-Carolina,  and  there  recaved  the  rudiments<^ 
his  education,at  an  acadenmy  nndtr  aMr.  Rind.'  His  ini- 
proventems  there  were  such  as  presaged  his  fiitune  worth  ; 
and  he  gave  early  initications  ca  a  mind  Mriously  impress- 
ed with  a  sense  of  religious  truth.  In  one  of  hit  mann- 
Bcripts  we  find  some  account  of  very  early  r^gious 
impcvssions  being  made  upon  his  mind.  -  These,  howev^ 
er,  he  observes,  were  generatty  oi  short  continuance, 
until  more  efiectually  awtkened  by  a  sermon  deliwed  by 
the  hte  e^KxUent  Mr.Hart,  when,  to  bcorow  his  own  laa- 
guagc,he  says,**  My  mind  was  wain  sc^mnly  Impreseod 
with  a  sense  c^my  awful  ccnKfition  li  a  siftner.  This 
ooaviction  grew  stron^r  and  stfonger.  My '  conditioii 
■larowd  me.  1  saw  myself  without  CbH^  uid  wKthmit 
hope.  I  found  that  I  deserved  the  wrath  to  come,  ami 
that  God  would  be  just  to  send  me  to  hefl.  I  waa  now 
frcqaendy  on  my  knees,  pteacfing  for  SKKy.  As  a  beg- 
gar 1  went,  having  nothing  bat  guHt,  and  no  [^a  but 
mercy."  How  long  he  continued  in  tlus  distressed  con- 
ditioD  is  not  partia^arly  stated,  bat  it  appears  A'om  sev- 
eral passages  of  Scripture,  he  cAxained  a  degree  of  hope 
and  comfort,  though  not  entirely  satisfied.  Not  l«ng 
after,  he  heard  Mr.  Hart  (Uiscoune  from  Matt.  i.  91. 
"  And  she  shall  bring  forth  a  son,  and  thou  shalt  ctti  his 
name  Jesns ;  for  he  shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins.'* 
From  this  sermon  he  received  consolation,  and  adds, 
**  Christ  then  became  precious  to  me,  yea,  all  in  aR. 
Then  I  could  say  of  wisdom,  "  Her  ways  are  ways  of 
pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace."  That  t  stiH 
think  was  the  day  of  my  espousal.  Glory  be  to  God, 
for  the  riches  of  his  grace  to  me.  Why  me.  Lord  ?  &c/' 
He  was  soon  after  baptized,  and  received  into  the  church 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  Mr.  Hart* 
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iUter  fioidung  his  das^cal  edncation,  he  tpaat  one 
year  io  the  study  of  divinity  with  that  gentleman.  Being 
called  by  the  church,  he  preached  his  first  sermon  on  the 
17th  of  Felxuary,  17581  and  on  the  26th  of  February, 
T7S9t  was  ordsuned  in  the  city  (^  Charleaton,  South-Car- 
olina, to  the  work  of  an  evangelist. 

Immediately  afterwards,  however,  he  settled  at  James 
Island,  a  meet  pleasant  situation  oppoaite  the  city.  Sooa 
'  after  he  visited  the  {dace  of  lus  nativity,  and  on  the  twen- 

S  third  of  May,  the  same  year,  niarried  Hannah,  the 
ughter  of  Evin  Morgan,  Esq-  merchant  of  that  place, 
by  whom  he  afterwards  had  fourteen  children.  He  also 
took  his  degree  at  the  university  there,  and  returned  to 
his  society  on  James  Island.  But  he  lad  not  continued 
above  eighteen  months  with  his  affectionate  and  united 
people,  before  a  violent  attack  of  a  pulmonary  complaint, 
forced  his  removal  to  another  climate.  He  accordin^y 
fixed  himself  with  his  family  at  Bordentown,  New.Jeraey, 
where  he  supplied  two  diiierent  congregations  for  the 
space  of  two  yean.  His  ill  health  somewhat  im|nxived, 
but  by  no  means  restored,  determined  Urn  at  length  to 
visit  New-£nglattd,  hilling  that  the  exerdse,  together 
with  the  change  of  ur,  might  yet  further  mead  Im  im- 
paired  constitution; 

On  his  arrival  here,  1763,  at  the  request  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Church,  he  removed  his  fiimily  to  Boston,  and 
after -preaching  one  year  as  an  assistant  to  the  late  Rev. 
Mr.  Bound,  accepted  an  invitation  to  settle  with  the  First 
Baptbt  Church,  and  was  installed  over  it  January  9, 1 765. 

By  nature  he  was  endowed  with  a  sprightly  genius,  a 
gooa  capacity,  and  an  uncommon  vivacity  and  quickness 
of  apprehension.  His  feelings  were  peculiarly  strcMig 
and  hvely,  which  imparted  energy  to  whatever  lie  did, 
uid  under  the  influence  and  control  of  religious  princi- 
ples, served  to  increase  and  diffuse  bis  eminent  {»ety. 
To  this  constitutional -ardour  both  of  .sentiment  and  ac- 
tion, which  led  him  to  enter  with  his  whole  soul  into 
every  subject  which  engaged  his  attention,  be  united  a 
remarkable  delicacy  of  feeling  and  sense  of  propriety,  and 
such  sprightliness  and  affability  in  conversation,  such  ease 
and  politeness  of  manners,  and  at  the  same  time  such  a 
glow  of  pious  zeal  and  affection,  as  enabled  him  to  roin- 
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g]e  "Vifith  all  ranks  and  daises  of  pcopk,  and  to  disdiarge 
afi  his  duties  as  a  Christian  ininieter  and  a  citizen,  with 
(^gnity,  acceptance,  and  useliihiess.  The  lively  interest 
he  appeared  to  take,  in  whatever  affected  the  happinesa 
or  increased  the  pleasures  of  his  friends,  the  gentleness  o£ 
bis  reproofs  and  the  gratification  he  seemed  to  feel  ia 
coDimeBding  others,  anited  to  his  social  quaUties,  eadear- 
td  him  to  aU  who  knew  him. 

The  popularity  of  a  preacher  ccHDnHmly  declines  witk 
Ins  years.  Dr.  Stillman,  however,  was  a  akvular  excep* 
tion  to  this  genraal  remark.  He  retained  it  tor  iqivuds 
<^  forty-two  yean  ;  and  his  congr^tion,  which,  upon 
his  first  connexioA  with  it,  was  the  smallest  in  the  town, 
at  the  age  of  seventy,  the  period  of  his  death,  he  left 
amongst  the  most  numerous. 

As  a  minister  of  Christ,  his  praise  was  in  aU  the 
churches ;  and  wherever  his  name  has  been  heard,  an  un- 
common degree  of  sanctity  has  been  connected  with  it. 
His  prindples  were  highly  Calvintstick,  and  all  bis  sermons 
bore  strong  marks  of  his  warm  attachment  to  that  system. 
The  natuial  strength  and  ardour  cS  bis  feelings,  indeed, 
imparted  zeal  to  whatever  (pinion  be  espoused,  and  ac- 
tivity to  whatever  duty  be  performed.  Yet  with  all  his 
quickness  of  perception,  and  acuteness  of  feeling,  his 
temper  vtss  under  admirable  control,  and  he  was  always 
the  through  master  both  of  his  words  and  acticms.  Thus 
embraciDg  what  have  been  denominated  the  distin^piish* 
ing  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  he  exf^ained  and  enforced 
them  with  ckamesa,  and  with  an  apostolick  zeal  and 
intrepidhy. 

On  the  leading  principles  of  the  gospel,  he  always 
preached  and  conversed  as  a  Christian  minister,  who 
look  a  deep  and  hearty  interest  in  their  difiusion  and  e»> 
tablishment.  But  he  did  not  depend  for  success  on  his 
zeal  and  fidelity.  He  knew  that  what  he  was,  and  what 
be  was  enabled  to  do  in  the  cause  of  God,  were  wholly 
by  his  gracious  influence.  Wliilst  he  realized  his  own 
entire  dependence,  and  that  of  others,  he  was  animated 
in  duty,  believing  that  the  Lord  meeteth  all  who  rejcuce 
a;id  work  righteousness,  those  who  remember  him  in 
bis  w»y5. 
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A  siit^t  on  which  he  often  spoke  ^h  grateAil  ado- 
ntion  was,  the  true  and  proper  Godhead  of  the  Lord  Je> 
sus  Christ.  His  views  of  sin  as  an  infinite  evil  nccessanly 
impressed  upon  his  mind  this  tmth.  He  considered  the 
Saviour  as  an  infinitely  worthy  object  of  divine  worship, 
and  in  consequence  of  this  dignity  of  character  quaked 
to  make  atonement  for  sin.  On  this  foundation  rested 
his  hope  of  salvation  ;  and  if  this  were  not  a  reality,  be 
des[Aired  of  entering  into  glory,  and  believed  the  salva- 
tion of  every  sinner  an  impossible  event:  But  having  no 
doubt  on  this  cardinal  point,  he  was  enabled  to  preach 
the  gospel  with  clearness. 

On  the  sul^ect  of  the  trinity  and  unity  <rf  God,  he  lit- 
erally  bdteved  the  declaration  of  John,  "  There  are  throe 
that  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  these  three  are  one  -,"  but  as  to  aa 
explanation  of  the  manner  or  mode  of  subsistence  of  the 
divine  nature,  he  would  say  he  had  nothing  to  do ;  for 
revelation  did  not  explain  it.  He  only  declared  it  as  a 
truth  to  be  believed  on  the  divine  testimony. 
■  The  total  moral  depravity  of  man  was  a  principle  on 
which  he  much  insisted  on  all  proper  occasions.  He 
had  no  idea  that  there  was  any  latent  spark  of  huM-. 
nass  in  the  heart  of  a  natural  man,  which,  as  some  sup* 
pose,  can  be  kindled  by  the  exertions  of  the  sinner,  and 
kept  alive  by  the  same  means.  This  opinion  he  repro- 
bated with  all  his  heart,  viewitig  it  as  a  denial  erf  that 
grace  which  is  revealed  In  the  gospeI,and  as  having  a  natu- 
ral tendency  to  take  the  crown  <rf  glory  from  the  head  of 
Immanuel.  In  contradiction  of  this  error,  he  would  ot 
ten  remark  on  this  test  as  a  motto  ccmgenial  to  the  feel- 
ings of  a  believer,  «  Upon  himself  {iesus)  shaH  his  crown 
flourish."  So  far  was  he  removed  from  this  mistake, 
that  he  believed  the  real  Christian,  though  renewed  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  was  constantly  dependent  on  God's  im- 
mediate agency  for  the  origin  and  continuance  of  every 
gracious  exercise.  Although  he  befieved  the  entire  sin- 
*ulness  of  the  natural  heart,  he  did  not  erroneously  con- 
nect with  it  a  license  to  sin,  hor  suppose  that  men  are  re- 
leased from  mor^  duties  because  they  are  ioctisposed  to 
them.  From  the  fact  that  man  is  endowed  with  reason, 
wiU  and  afiectioDS,  he  argued  bis  moral  obtigation  to  be- 
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As  his  views  of  man's  depravity  were  dear  and  di^' 
tinct,  he  of  cODSequence  saw  the  neceraity  of  regenenb 
tion  by  the  free  and  sovereign  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
That  operation  of  God  by  whi^  this  change  i^  eSected, 
he  (Ud  not  consider  as  a  mere  circumstantial  alteration 
or  new  modification  of  the  sinful  affections,  but  that  a 
new  disposition  was  given  to  the  soul,  well  described  by 
Paul  as  a  new  creation.  In  thb  change  hit  supposed  tht 
person  was  brought  to  have  entirely  new  views  of  tnonl 
subjects. 

Respecting  the  atonement  of  Christ,  his  sentimentt 
were  honorary  to  truth.  He  orandered  it  as  an  Ulustra- 
ttOQ  of  the  divine  perfectiont  not  discoverable  by  any 
other  medium  \  exntbiting  to  all  inteliigent  beings  the 
odious  nature  of  sin,  God's  love  to  holuiess,  and  his  un- 
■peakaUe  mercy  to  the  guilty.  He  viewed  the  merits 
of  Christ  in  his  ctedience  and  death,  as  having  an  infi- 
nite value,  and  as  possessing  a  sufficiency  for  the  salva- 
tion of  every  individual  of  the  human  race,  had  it  been 
the  will  of  God  to  make  its  a{^]tication  to  the  conscience 
so  extensive }  bnt  from  divine  revelation  he  learned  that 
its  design  was  particular,  respecting,  in  its  application  to 
the  heart,  the  dect  only.  He  did  not,  however,  connect 
with  this  the  erroneous  idea  of  some,  that  ^1  -men  wae 
not  under  obligation  to  repent  of  their  sins  and  believe 
the  gospri  -,  but  whilst  he  believed  the  condemnation  of 
sinners  was  by  the  moral  lav,  he  floppcsed  that  this  con- 
i]emnati(»i  would  be  greatly  aggravated  by  a  rejection  of 
tlie  gospel,  and  that  they  womd  be  treated  as  those  who 
despised  God's  gratx. 

Hisideasof  thefaithwhich  accompanies  salvation  were, 
that  it  was  a  behef  of  the  gospel ;  a  hearty  reception  of 
that  plan  of  grace  which  is  revealed  in  Christ  Jesus,  ac- 
companied wuh  holy  love  aitd  every  graciou«  exercise. 
He  rejected  the  error,  that  the  essence  of  &ith  consists 
in  a  person's  believing  that  Christ  died  for  him  in  par- 
ticular ;  no  such  prt^iosition  faeii^  contained  in  the  word 
of  God,  and  no  one  beinf  warruted  to  believe  this  till 
he  has  good  evidence  of  his  regraieration.  Frotn  his 
ideas  of  nith  he  natutally  inferred  that  good  works  would 
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nnlfbnnily  follow.  These  he  zealously  enforced  as  aa 
evidence  of  faith,  but  not  as  designed  to  originate  it 
Practical  godliness  was  a  subject  on  which  he  often 
preached,  and  which  he  urged  on  believers  from  the 
noblest  gospel  motives. 

Hie  purpose  of  God  in  his  eternal  election  of  a  certain 
number  of  the  human  race  to  salvation,  was  a  principle 
dear  to  Dr.  Stillman,  as  a  truth  clearly  revealed.  Be- 
lieving the  carnal  mind,  or  natural  heart,  to  be  enmity 
Bgainst  God,  he  very  justly  concluded,  that  tf  any  rin- 
aera  were  saved,  their  salvation  must  be  efiected  by  an 
infiuence  extraneous  from  themselves.  To  imagine 
with  some,  that  God  had  left  it  with  depraved  men  to 
meet  him  in  any  conditions  whicli  they  were  to  perform, 
he  would  represent  as  dishonorary  to  the  IMvine  Majesty, 
who  will  aot  give  his  glory  to  another.  Ndther  could 
he  believe  that  any  of  God's  designs  originated  in  time ; 
but  that  all  his  purposes  were,  like  himself,  eternal.  This 
was  his  ground  of  encouragement  to  preach,  knowing 
that  God  had  determined  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching 
to  save  them  that  believe,  and  that  he  had  promised  to 
make  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  power. 

From  his  clear  apprehension  of  eternal  personal  elec* 
tion,  he  was  firmly  established  in  the  final  perseverance 
to  eternal  glory  of  all  those  who  are  regenerated  by  the 
Spirit  of  God ;  and  that;  the  grace  given  is  an  incori:upti< 
ble  seed. 

The  opinion  that  religious  establishments  are  contrary 
to  the  New-Testament,  was  defended  by  him.  His  ideas 
on  this  sUtnect  are  plainly  expressed  in  his  sermon  before 
the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  in  1779.  The  in- 
terference of  rulers,  as  such,  in  matters  of  conscience,  he 
ever  considered  as  an  inlringement  of  natural  right.  In 
this  sermon  he  shewed  that  his  own  ideas  on  this  sut^ect 
were  similar  to  those  of  the  imiportal  Locke.  He  was  a 
cordial  friend  to  religious  liberty ;  and  all  his  conduct 
in  life  towards  Christians  from  whom  he  differed,  mani- 
fested that  he  was  heartily  willing  that  every  conscien- 
tious dtizen  should  worship  in  the  manner  which  agreed 
with  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  after  a  candid  exam- 
ination of  the  word  of  God. 
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He  preached  much  to  the  feelings,  and  to  the  heart ; 

and  numbers  on  whose  muids  naked  reason  and  simple 
truth  could  produce  no  serious  effects,  his  powerful  elor 
quence  was  a  happy  means  both  of  touching  and  reclaim- 
ing. Nor  was  he  only  a  preacher  of  righteousness.  Few 
men  ever  exemplified  more  than  he  did,  the  virtues  he 
recommended  to  others.  Whilst  he  exhibited  to  his 
flock  the  various  trials  and  comforts  of  Christians,  whilst 
he  guided  them  in  the  way  to  eternal  life,  he  led  them 
also  by  his  own  example. 

His  sermons  were  always  studied,  and  it  was  his  judi- 
.cious  practice  principally  to  write  them.  Tet  from  his 
manner  of  dehvery,  (a  manner  peculiar  to  himself)  he 
always  appeared  as  easy  as  if  speaking  extempore.  In- 
deed it  was  his  constant  method  to  add  at  the  moment 
such  thoughts  as  occurred  to  his  mind  whilst  speaking. 
These  thoughts  were  as  naturally  connected  with  the 
subject  as  though  they  had  been  a  studied  part  of  it ; 
and  as  they  were  usually  delivered  with  much  pathos, 
they  had  the  happiest  effect  upon  the  audience. 

As  a  publick  speaker,  as  a  pulpit  orator,  he  was  second 
perhaps  to  none.  Nature  had  furnished  him  with  a 
plnsant  and  most  commanding  voice,  the  very  tones  of 
which  were  admirably  adapted  to  awaken  the  feelings  of 
an  audience,  and  he  always  managed  it  with  great  sue* 
cess.  His  manner,  though  grave  and  serious,  was  pecu- 
liarly gracefiU,  popular,  and  engaging.  His  remarkable 
animation  gave  additional  interest  to  every  subject  he 
handled.  Those  who  heard  him  might  with  propriety 
have  said  of  him  what  was  said  of  another  eminent 
preacher—**  This  man  is  in  earnest ;  he  believes  what  he 
says,  and  says  what  he  believes.  Verily  this  is  a  man  of 
God.    Ten  such  men,  and  Sodom  would  have  stood.'* 

His  eloquence  was  of  the  powerful  and  impressive, 
rather  than  of  the  insinuating  and  persuasive  kind,  and. 
sa  strikingly  interesting,  that  he  never  preached  to  an 
inattentive  audience.  And  even  those  who  dissented 
from  him  in  some  minor  theological  ofunions,  were  still 
pleased  with  hearing  him,  fbr  they  knew  his  sincerity, 
they  knew  him  to  be  a  good  man. 

Few  persons  are  ahke  eminent  in  all  the  different  du* 
ties  of  the  ministerial  office  i  but  it  would  perhaps  be 
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difficult  to  say  in  which  of  these  Dr.  SdUmui  most  ex- 

ceUed. 

In  prayer  he  alwiys  seemed  to  his  aodienoe  as  if  eo* 
gaged  with  a  present  Deity.  His  addresses  to  Heaven 
were  geoaraliy  short,  but  very  comprehensive;  they 
'were  solemn  %nd  edifying,  and  usually  yery  feeling  and 
impressive  ;  and  thus  coming  from  the  heart,  they  sel. 
dotn  lailed  to  reach  the  hearts  of  others. 

In  the  chamber  of  sickness  and  affiction  hcwaa  always 
a  welcome  visitor.  So  well  could  be  adapt  ius  conversa- 
tion, as  to  comfort  or  to  caution,  to  soothe  or  to  awaken, 
just  as  the  case  seemed  to  require.  And  if  he  adnrinis' 
tered  reproof,  it  was  done  in  so  delicate  andnnkl  a  man* 
neXf  that  it  oftener  conciliated  esteem,  than  created  of- 
fence.  In  bis  prayers  with  the  sick  and  aflicted,  howev- 
er intricate  the  occasion,  he  was  always  both  appro[Hiate 
and  highly  devotional.  So  eminent  was  his  character  for 
piety,  and  so  universally  was  he  beloved,  that  he  was  of- 
ten called  to  the  sick  and  afflicted  of  other  denominations. 
And  his  sympathetick  feeling  and  his  fervent  supf4ica-  ' 
tions  seldom  failed  to  pour  the  balm  of  consolation  into 
the  wounded  bosom.  The  sick  would  almost  forget  their 
pains,  and  the  mourner  cease  to  sigh.  How  many  wound- 
ed bsuts  be  has  bound  up,  and  from  how  many  weeping 
eyes  he  has  wiped  the  tears  away-^how  many  thought- 
less sinners  he  was  the  means  of  awakeniag,  and  how 
many  saints  he  has  edified  and  built  up  unto  eternal  life 
—how  many  wavering  minds  he  has  settled,  and  to  how 
many  repenting  sinners  his  words  have  administered 
peace,  can  be  fully  known  only  at  the  great  day ! 

It  havingpleased  the  Author  ofWisdom  to  visitDr-StllL 
man  with  peculiar  trials,  and  having  largely  experienced 
the  supporting  influence  of  religion  under  them,  be  was 
eminently  qualified  to  administer  consolation  to  others. 
Few  persons  could  describe  wit^  such  accuracy,  or  enter 
with  such  facility  into  the  feelings  and  exercises  of  the 
tempted,  tiied  believer.  Like  a  sldlful  surgeon,  he  knew 
when  the  wound  was  sufficiently  probed,  and  when  to 
apply  the  healing  balm  of  promise. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  years  he  was  caUed  to  bury  sev- 
en  of  his  children,  all  adults,  and  some  of  them  with  ris- 
ng  ^milies,  having  previously  buried  fivecbildMnin  ii^ 
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fancy.  Kibnotwithstandinghis  domestick  trials  were  sd 
great,  his  Christian  patience  and  submissioa  were  equal 
to  them  alL  Such  was  his  perfect  confidence-  in  the  wis- 
dom of  God's  government,  that  with  all  his  extrerme  sen- 
sibilities, his  mind  lost  nothing  of  its  lively  confidence, 
Or  of  its  cheerfol  hope. 

Dr.  SdUman  was  possessed  of  great  benevoleilce  ol 
heart,and  was  a  sincere  lover  of  persons  of  every  Christian 
dcDomiiiation,  whom  he  esteemed  pious  and  good. 
Though  from  education  and  from  principle  a  Baptist 
himself,  he  never  believed'  that  the  peculiarities  of  any 
aect  ought  to  form  a  'separating  line,  or  hinder  the  union 
of  good  men,  for  the  advancemeDt  of  the  common  Causv 
(tf  ^k«  Redeoner.  With  many  such  be  long  lived  iti 
habits  of  undissembled  friendship,  and  by  them  his  death 
will  not  very  soon  cease  to  be  regretted. 

With  a  view  more  espedalty  to  assist  young  men  in 
attaining  a  suitable  education  for  the  ministry,  he  suc- 
cefllfully  employed  his  talents  and  zeal  In  aiding  the  inter- 
ests c£  Brown  Univeraity,  Rhode-Island,  which  owes 
much  to  h»  exertions. 

It  might  be  mentioned  as  a  proof  of  the  high  estfma- 
tioa  iQ  which  his  talents  were  held  as  a  preacher,  thati 
there  is  scarceiy  any  puUick  occasion  on  which  he  htc^ 
not  at  one  time  or  another  officiated.  The  university  of^ 
Cambridge  conferred  on  him  the  honorary  degree  of' 
Master  of  Arts,  in  1761.  The  college  in  Rhode-Island* 
of  which  he  was  both  a  Trustee  and  a  Fellow,  in  178S 
gave  him  a  <li[^ma  of  Doctor  in  Divinity.  He  war 
elected  a  member  of  the  Federal  Convention  for  the  towHf 
of  Boston  the  same  year,  and  distinguished  himMlf  there 
by  a  most  eloquent  speech  in  its  defence.  In  1769  he 
wu  appotBted  to  deliver  the  ^niversary  oration  on  ipde-^ 
pendence  to  the  town  of  Boston,  which  he  accdlnplished 
in  a  manner  both  handsome  and  acceptable. 

The  social  feelings  of  the  Doctor  were  strong,  and  his 
powers  of  conversation  such  as  always  pleased.  In  his 
manners  there  was  an  unaffected  elegance  and  ease,  which 
rendered  him  unconimonly  agreeable  to  every  circle. 
The  afiaUUty  and  kindness  with  which  he  treated  per- 
sons of  every  description,  were  not  le^  the  e&ct  of  a 
natural  delicacy  than  of  a  general  knowledge  of  nanland. 
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Hence  to  tb«  great  he  never  aookl  appear  aerrile,  nor 
unperioQs  to  taoge  in  humbler  stations.  To  both  he  was 
the  gentleaun,  and  in  prirate  company  as  much  ateon* 
ed  as  he  wu  popular  in  his  puUick  performances.  HU 
benev^nt  heart  was  feelingly  alive  to  distreai  of  ercty 
kind,  and  in  contributing  to  its  alleviation  in  «vary  sh^ie 
IlQ  was  actively  useful-  We  find  his  name  anun^t  the 
first  members  of  the  Humane  Sodety  of  chic  Commoo- 
Wealth.  Of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Eire  Society 
he  was  a  usefiU  olficeF,  and  of  the  fioBtcn  IMapeiisary  a 
aaamber  fr(xn  its  beginning,  and  President  at  his  deadL 
The  Boston  Female  Asylum  is  likewise  much  indebted  to 
im  exertioost  He  was  also  an  almanur  of  the  private 
^tity  of  many  individuals,  who  confided  in  his  knowl- 
edge and  judgment  of  soitable  objecci. 

Such  was  the  feithfulnets  with  whtc^  he  discliarged  the 
varioiu  duties  incumbent  on  him  as  a  minister  of  the 
gospel  J  such  was  his  zeal  for  the  glory  of  Ood  and  the 
good  <k  souls,  that  it  may  be  truly  sud  of  him,  he  waa 
the  ha^y  man.  Holy,  spiritual  rdigiDn  wai  not  with 
him  a  transient,  visionary  thing,  but  the  element  in  whit^ 
he  bl^athed.  His  soul  was  often  so  enlarged  in  dedariog 
the  glorious  gvspel^  and  in  expatiating  osi  the  ridies  <» 
God's  grace  aa  manifested  in  Ins  word,  that  he  not  only 
aecned  himadf  to  enjoy  a  preHbation  of  heaven,  but  to 
hav«  been,  enabled  by  divine  influence  to  commuak^e 
this  blcssednets  to  others ;  so  that  lus  friends  have  often 
Slid,  after  having  heard  lus  private  conversation  or  pob- 
lKk'pTeachii:^,Tru!y  ourfellowship  was  with  the  Faoier, 
vitli  his  Son  Christ  Jesui,  and  with  onh  another  through 
^  Spirit's  influence. 

•  To  his  churdi  and  people  he  was  strongly  attached, 
and  particuUrly  attentive.*     Nor  did  he  ever  suffer  any 


*  For  a  kng  time  pvevious  to  hn  death,  he  was  porticuUiiy  suixioua  that  a 
colleague  pastor  should  be  settled  vithhim.  Knowing  that  time  vrtthbfm  ivni 
4iait,AaiiT4nti}r  wlihedlaae«hiBchutchuidc4xirH0Utaha|^^  udtedb 


•e  care  he  could  oheerfnlty  ctuifide  his  chfirge,  when  he  shoSih  be  called  to 
p«lt<ffllw«aiAIrtwiaB«Clwtat>en«clB.  TocAtetUriaobfcccmUaTlewto 
important,  his Jabouri  were  incessant ;  and  Pmvtdcnce  seemed  to  smile  <n  hi> 
endc&vtNn..  The  Rev.  Joseph  Clay,  frmn  Georeia,  having  visited  the  town 
<£  BcHtoM,  ttMued,  botli  to  the  pastor  and  the  flock,  to  be  me  very  (bject  rf 
Una)- ipitea  wifbe&  .  PtifXNals  ^ving  been  accordingly  made  to  Iiim  for  set- 
dement, -whjcU  he  accepted,  nccesi>ary  arrangements  were  matii^Hir  it.  The 
Qocurtrwdc^^liDKniuelf  with  the  praqtect;  but  it  pleased  Hoivcu  that 
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olSscf  reUxation  or  amoMneDt  to  intetftre  ttitk  ffa« 
consdentions  discluTge  of  tbe  snialkst  profesaioml  dutr. 
Hb  duty  was  indeed  always  bis  del^ltf,  and  noching  iti 
his  miad  ever  stood  in  any  sort  of  conpetitlon  with  itr 

His  cotif^egation  always  reciprocated  his  wirm  attath- 
oaent  to  tbem.  They  ever  sat  defigfated  under  his  prAacb- 
tng,  and  ^t  a  pride  in  bim  as  an  acconifiliBhed  pulpit 
orator,  no  less  t^n  a  love  for  him  ai  an  excellent  preach- 
er ^  and  neither  of  them  were  any  ways  diminished  by 
the  attention  of  strannrs  who  visited  the  tnetropoKs«- 
atid  wore  commonly  desirous  of  hewti^  this  cdebrattMl 
minister  befiare  tbey  left  it. 

In  the  difficrent  walks  of  social  and  private  lUia,  Dr. 
Stitlman  was  pecdiarly  amiable.  Those  moRt  Intimately 
connected  with  him,  ever  found  him  a  rdeasuit  compAn- 
ion,  a.ju(ticiou3  counselor,  and  a  faitfahil  friend.  Thtf 
various  offices  of  domestick  life  were  discharged  with  thb 
same  fidelity  and  lenderneas  wluch  marked  his  publkk 
condnct.  Of  husbands,  he  was  one  of  thi  most  Idnd 
and  affectionate  ;  of  parents  tbe  most  tender  and  endear- 
ing. Indeed,  all  who  resided  under  his  roof  experienced 
his  paternal  care  and  goodnees. 

Through  life  his  hatnt  of  body  had  been  weakly^  add 
he  vras  not  unused  to  occasional  intcrniptiMis  «f  his  taiai 
isterial  laboors ;  yet  he  survived  aU  his  clericd  cotempo^ 
raries,  both  in  Boston  and  its  vicinity.  It  was  his  coRrf 
stant  prayer  that  his  life  and  usefulness  might  run  paral- 
lel :  in  this  his  deures  were  gratified.  He  bad  now  at* 
taitted  the  age  of  seventy,  when  the  time  of  his  demrturd 
had  arTive<L  A  slight  indispontion  detained  falin  •( 
home  the  two  last  l^d's  days  of  hit  life.  On  tbe  'W'eS' 
nesday  foHowii^  the  second  of  them,  without  any  pre' 
viom  symptoms,  he  was  suddenly  attacked  at  eleven 
o'clock,  A,M.  by  a  paralytick  shock.  At  ten  at  night  be 
grew  insenuble,  and  at  twelve  his  usefiol  lifie  and  hibours 
were  terounated  toffethcr.  Could  he  have  selected  the 
manner  of  bis  death,  it  bad  probaibly  been  such  an  one 
as  this,  which  spared  him  tbe  pain  (rf  separition  from  t 


bn  reuirn,  the  period  he  had  Axed  fn-  k,  the  mrianclicily  drcmnsuiice  of  lA*. 
Stilhiiui's  death  occurred.  'I*he  following  Auput  Mr.  Claj'i  ■"■'""qfiT 
totJcploce.  |,  ' 


t,  Google 


969  Mi^raphy  <>f  Sdmkel  StiSman.. 

floc^  he  was  moBt  ardently  attachedto,  and  a  finnily  hs 
Oiost  tenderly  loved ;  a  scene  which,  to  a  person  of  his 
feeling  mind,  notwithstandltig  all  his  reli^on,  must  &ave 
QCc^giuDcd  a  shock. 

In  one  of  his  sermons,  preached  after  the  death  of  the 
late  Dr.  Peter  Thacher,  of  this  town,  he  says,  '^  Thoogfa 
We  would  not  wish  to  choose,  or  o^er  to  dictate  to  Infi- 
nite Wisdom,  as  to  the  manner  of  our  exit,  yet  may  we 
be  permitted  to  say,  that  when  good  men  are  suddenly 
cut  down,  they  avoid  the  pains  and  extreme'  distresses 
.  that  alivays  accompany  a  lingering  sickness.  And  though 
we  would  not  pray.  From  sudden  death,  good  Lord,  deltv^ 
er  us,  we  would  devoutly  pray,  For  sadden  death,  good 
Lord,  prepare  us." 

pn  the  Monday  following  his  death,  his  remains  wero 
attended  to  hb  meeting-house,  where  a  pathetick  and 
uipropriate  discourse  was  delivered. on  the  occasion,  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Baldwin,  pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist 
Church  in  Boston,  to  an  immensely  thronged  and  deep- 
ly affected  assembly,  from  2  Tim.  iv.  7,  8  ;  after  which 
his  remain?  were  conveyed  tb  the  tomb,  amidst  the  re- 
grets of  a  numerous  concourse  of  people,  who  crowded 
iUround  his  bier,  anxious  to  take  a  last  look  of  the  urn 
which  contained  the  relicks  of  htm,  who  once  to  them 
was  so  dear,  but.  whose  face  they  should  nov  b^iold  no 
more.  -  . 

.  pr,  Stillman  was  of  the  middling  stature,  of  slender 
habit  of  body,  yet  remarkably  upright.  He  wag  dark 
complesloped,and  rather  pale.  His  countenance,  though 
naturally  open  and  cheerful,  yet  either  from  principle 
or  habit'  more  frequently  presented  the  appearand  of 
thoughtfubiess  and  solemnity.  The  vivacity  of  hit)  mind 
was  strongly  marked  in  the  features  of  his  face,  which 
enabled  him  with  uncommon  ease  to  give  language  tq 
the  passions  whenever  his  subject  required  it. 

The  gracefulness  of  his  person,  the  elegance  of  his  man^ 
ners,  and  above  all,  the  dignity  of  his  wbole  deportment 
^ere  such,  as  could  not  fail  of  interesting  the  feelings  of 
all  who  had  the  happiness  of  an  acquaintance  with  him. 
In  a  word,  there  was  something  peculiarly  prepossessing 
in  that  angelick  solemnity,  which  he  always  manifested, 
^Iien  engaged  in  religious  duties. 
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Dr.  StHlman's  works,  except  one  Oration,  consist  al< 
together  of  SermoDs,  and  are  as  follow  : 


Ancient  and  Honourable  ArtilleTT  Compaoy  in  Bostcn,  lune  4. 1770.  '< 

3d.  Substance  of  a  Sermon,  delirenul  at  the  cnlinaticn  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Sbepani,  in  Stmduin,  (N.  R)  Sept  35, 177L 

4th.  A  Senncn  on  the  deatli  ^  Hon.  Sonuial  Ward,  "Eta.  rnnntwr  of  the 
Continnital  CniKress,  from  Bhode-Island,  and  ddivercd  before  that  body  in 
PfaibddpliiR,  Mxreb  36,  177G. 

(th.    A  Seraitn  oo  the  General  Election  m  MnMKchuaetls,  Ma^  36, 1779. 

fiiJL  A  Sermnn  on  Chant)',  preached  before  the  Host  Ancierit  and  Honour- 
able Society  cf  Free  and  Acuped  Maions,  In  Chartemnm,  June  S4, 1785. 

rih.  An  Oration  dalivered  to  the  inhabitanta  f£  the  town  of  Beaten,  July  4, 
17S9. 

SUh.  ASermcocntlwdeathofNkhctasBraini,  Ew.ofPmidence,(R.L) 
May  31,  )791. 

9th.  A  Sermnn  on  the  French  Rerolutkn,  preached  en  the  AnnualThanka- 
jlving  Day,  Nov.  20,  1794. 

10th.  A  Sermcn  on  the  ardinatiin  dT  Her.  Stenhoi  Smith  Ndson,  preached 
in  Boston,  Sept.  15, 1797. 

nth.    A  Smnon  on  the  NatJonal  Fart  Day,  Aprn,  1799. 

lath.  A  Sermnn  on  the  death  of  George  Waahlng^,  late  PrcKdent  of  th« 
United  States  of  America,  J800. 

ISUt.  A  ijemKn  on  the  <neninR  of  the  New  Baptist  MeetinK-Hooae  it 
Cbarlcstonn,  May  12,  ISOl. 

14th.  A  Sermnn  on  the  ordinatkn  of  Rev.  Thonaa  Waterman,  Cbarlea- 
town,  October  7. 1801. 

l>th.  A  Sermrai  oa  the  fint  annirersary  <t  the  Boattn  Fenutle  A^lun, 
Qeptemher  5, 1803. 

tStii.  A  Sarmo)  on  the  first  anidvcnuy  <£  die  Massachusetts  BaptiiC 
Misskmary  Society,  May  25, 1803. 

17th.  A  Sermon  on  the  death,  and  preached  at  the  fimeral  of  Hesekiati 
Svpth,  a.  D.  of  HavcThiU,  January  31,  laos. 

■  Besides  these,  soon  after  Dr.  Stillman's  death,  bit 
friends  collected  and  published  in  a  volume  twenty  ser- 
mons of  his  compoaog,  eight  of  which  were  never  be- 
fore published.  The  titles  of  these  sermons,  in  the  order 
in  which  they  stand  in  the  volume,  are  as  follow : 

^it.    Mankind  universally  apt  to  trust  in  thdr  own  righteousness.    PuldHi- 
•«  Iw  denre  nf  the  hearers,  1769. 
3d.    The  Sinner's  best  Rigfateoasness  pmved  to  be  essentially  deficient. 


theyn         „..  _. 

ered  at  an  Eveninr  Lecture,  Mhv  t),  1771,  at  the  di^re  of  a  number  (t  yamf^ 
■noB,  and  p>d})iHliMl  by  reqtwsL 

SemonE  6, 7,  iind  8  are  on  Apostnlick  Preachifig.    DeUvered  Nor.  ]79f. 

9.  Sort's  C(imiHis9ion'  to  the  Hiderabie.  Preached  at  the  deidre  rf  Len 
Ameii.  who  attended  od  tbe  occaMn,  and  who  was  executed  for  bundary  Oct. 
21.  1773,  aged  32. 

lb  The  chai-acter  of  a  fbdldi  Sen.  Preached  the  Lord's  Day  after  the  cxe- 
^tttiuD  ot'  Levi  Anwa. 

11,    Hiq>e  the  Anchor  cf  the  Soul.    Delivereil  Noi'.  I  J.  1791. 

IS.  Gnd'i  Dssifcna  vainly  amoncd  by  droiers.  DeUvered  at  tile  quarterly 
^y  of  prayer.  Jui«  4, 1803. 
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13.  The  BlessedneM  if  these  who  die  In  die  Lad.  XMinnd  Aprfl'17. 
1768,  occo^onol  by  the  death  of  the  Author's  Motber,  Mn.  Marp  Sri|i?»<nn. 
-who  dietl  March  17, 17B8,  In  Charle«Wir,  fa  C.)  af^ed  57. 

14.  The  Retunectim  and  Change  of  the  vile  Body.  Delirend  Norr.  Sdt 
1806.    _ 

15.  The  Nature  and  Uaes  of  Pn^er.  IMivcTcd  April  7,  ISOl,  beng  die 
quartertr  day  of  prayer. 

16.  The  Uo!^  Ministry.  DdiTcml  in  Sticm,  at  the  ordmatkn  td  th« 
Rev.  Lucius  Holies,  Jnn.  9.  1B05. 

17.  The  SkilinKSoQl  saved  by  Ora«f.   Pfwcbcd  Man*  18.  IBOl 

'  1&    The  Katun:  and  DesiFn  cf  the  Atonement.    Preadied  Feb.  1, 1S07. 
19.    The  Water  of  Liie.    Preached  March  9,  1806, 
3IX    The  last  words  rf  Christ  to  his  diaciphs.    DeBveral  Feb.  S^  1807. 
feeing  the  last  kfukii  whu^  Dr.  Stillmaii  picacbed. 


Gardner  Thurston  was  tbe  son  of  Edward  and 
Elizabeth  Thurston,  and  was  born  in  Newport,  Rhode- 
Island,  Nov.  14,  1721.  When  he  was  but  a  small  lad, 
aome  of  his  relatives  in  the  country  obtained  him  to  tar- 
ry with  them  for  a  season,  where  the  aged  and  religious 
were  highly  pleased  to  learn,  that  their  little  visitant  had 
anch  a  taste  for  devotion,  that  he  was  known  to  exhort 
his  young  associates  to  remember  their  Creator,  and  im- 
plore his  aid  whenever  they  formed  any  plan  for  enioy- 
nent,  and  wished  to  be  successful.  To  press  his  exLor- 
tation  powerfully  upon  their  hearts,  and  satisfy  his  own 
conscience,  he  was  seen  in  their  little  drcles  praying  to 
God.  The  pious  kept  these  things  in  their  minds,  be- 
Keving  it  highly  probable,  that  Infinite  Wisdom  had  de- 
signed him  to  be  an  instrument  of  great  good  among 
mankind. 

After  he  returned  to  Newport,  and  had  been  smne 
t!«e  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitman,  and 
his  colleague.  Rev.  Nicholas  Eyers,  he  wrote  them  the 
folbwing  letter : 

*  Dearly  Moved  Pcuhfrt  in  CAritt, 

"  nuDogh  the  wmderful  mercy  ot'God,  I  am  hTOaght  to  see  myidf  in  a  teat 
condilicfi,  and  his  wrrd  aTid  my  coucience  testily,  diat  in  soch  a  state  rf  tm' 
ture,  E  am  n  chSd  of  wrath. 

"  Sts,  I  coneider  that  the  gospel  requires  a  positive  change  in  all  who  witt 
be  atbnitted  into  tbe  kingdcMTi  of  God :  end  that  this  change  is  new  forming 
ilic  heart,  and  tubjectniK  ttK  whole  man  to  tbe  scrrice  of  Qmst;  that  he  may 
be  IranKlatcd  out  of  the  kingdom  of  daritnesa  into  the  kingdom  rf  God's  dear 
Snn.  Knowing  mv  own  weunew  and  inability  to  d^ver  myself,  I  iind  that  I 
iMniu«  do  anv  thi:^  pleasing  to  God  of  myKlf ;  1  cannot  cune  to  that  tme  aod 
saving  faith  in  lesus  Christ,  with  wluchreiiuidon  of  lin*  is  connected;  ncllber 
ran  Imnke  satisfaction  for  the  least  rf  my  tmagreasions;  thercfiire,  O  Sn.  I 
IrMre  to  depend  tihfiUj  and  ahne  upon  the  free  grscc  «f  God  h  Ints  Cbtiid^ 
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-  Soon  kfter  he  wrote  to  these  miniaters,  who  were  orer 
him  in  the  Lord,  he  obtained  peace  in  believing,  and  joy 
in  the  Holy  Ghost ;  but  did  not  make  a  publick  proites- 
sion  of  his  faith  in  God,  till  April  4,  174] .  When  thi» 
day  came,  his  mind  was  covered  with  darkness,  and  filled 
with  distressing  fears,  that  he  rested  short  of  the  Rock 
of  Ages  as  the  foundation  of  his  hope ;  and  that  he 
should  inevitaUy  be  a  hypocrite  if'he  joined  the  church. 
In  this  trying  period  tsi  lus  life,  he  endeavoured  to  make 
God  his  refuge,  and  prayed  for  the  light  of  his  counte- 
nance, that  he  might  be  led  understandingly  to  know  and 
to  do  his  wilL  The  time  arrived  in  which  he  was  to  be 
examined  as  a  candidate  for  baptism.  But  his  fears  con* 
ceming  himself  still  continued,  and  multiplied  to  such  an 
host  against  him,  that  when  he  came  to  the  meeting- 
house door,  he  dared  not  enter,  but  turned  and  walked 
into  a  small  burying-ground,  and  sat  down  upon  a  rock. 
The  placer  by  i^^  luod  hand  of  God  upon  him,  was 
made  like  the  resting-place  which  Jacob  found,  as  he 
journeyed  from  Beersheba  to  Padanaram.  About  sixty 
yean  afterward,  wallung  in  the  same  burying-ground, 
Mr. Thurston  stopped,  and  putting  his  staff  upon  the  rock,, 
said,  **  There  I  sat  down,  overwhelmed  with  distress, 
while  the  church  were  waiting  for  me  to  come  in,  to- 
give  them  an  account  of  the  dealings  of  God  with  my 
souL  Soon  after  I  sat  down,  I  was  enabled,  through 
rich  grace,  to  ^ve  up  myself,  and  all  I  had,  into  the- 
hands  of  my  blessed  Jesus,  who  immediately  dispelled 
the  darkness  which  covered  me,  removed  my  distresEy 
£Ued  me  with  peace  and  consolation,  and  gave  m& 
strength  to  declare  what  be  had  done  for  my  soul." 

He  was  received  by  the  church,  and  baptized  by  their 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Nich(das'  Eyers,  and  enjoyed  great  peace 
of  mind,  and  establishment  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ. 

He  was  highly  esteemed  in  the  church  as  a  pious  and: 
promiung  youth,  and  took  an  active  part  in  their  con- 
ference meetings,  till  God  was  pleased  to  call  him  to  de- 
clare more  publickly  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation. 

The  church  were  so  well  satisfied  with  his  account  of 
the  operations  of  the  divine  Spirit  upon  his  mind,  and  his 
leading  views  of  the  great  truths  of  the  Christian  system,. 
that  aner  hearing  bim  a  number  of  times,  they  gave  him. 


SB*  Bup-afiJif  of  Gardner  Tbw:Hvi^. 

:^probaOon  to  preach  in  17tf ,  and  reqoestied  ym  to  fatf- 
an  assistant  to  their  pastor.  Rev.  Nicholas  Eyers. ' 
•  H$  £rom  this  time  preached  generally  once  on  the. 
Lord'Mlay  and  one  lecture  every  weeJc  His  desire  fat' 
tsfbrtnatum,  e^ci^y  in  divinity,  was  great,  which  1m  • 
bad  an  opportunity  to- gratify  above  many;  for  Mr^ 
£yerd,  with  whom  he  was  most  intimately  connected, 
was  a  man  of  talents  and  learning. 

'  Mr.  Eyers  died  suddenly,  February  15,  1759,  having 
preached  pert  of  the  Lord's  day  before  }  and  Mr.  Thurs- 
ton was,  by  the  church,  invited  tosucceed  him,  and  wa> 
accordingly  orilained  to  the  pastoral  o&e.  on  the  29ch 
of  April  following. 

'  As  he  was  born  and  educated  with  the  people  whon ' 
he  had  now  engaged  to  serve,  he  was  not  ignorant  of 
their  expectations  from  him  as  tb^r  pastor.  He  there- 
fore determined  to  give  himself  wholly  to  the  alUimpor-- 
tant  work  of  preaching  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ, 
and  to  finish  his  course  with  joy.  Consequently  he  left 
his  former  business,  whicli  was  lucrative,  closed  his  ac- 
counts, and  entered  Into  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  with 
all  his  heart  j  pleading  the  sweet  promise  which  flowed 
from  the  Saviour's  lips  j  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway, 
even  to  the  end  of  the  world." 

Mr.  Thurston  was  endowed  with  an  excellent  disposi- 
tion, and  possessed  a  good  natural  constitution,  with  a 
quick  and  brilliant  imagination.  He  was  mild,  studious, 
and  amiable  in  his  ismWy ;  lively  and  engaging  in  the 
society  of  his  friends  ;  tender,  solemn,  and  devotional  a- 
mong  the  sons  and  daughters  of  affliction ;  easy  and  grace- 
ful  in  all  his  publick  movements  ;  his  voice  'was  strong . 
and  melodious,  and  his  heart  all  alive  in  the  great  and 
arduous  work  of  the  ministry  of  reconciliation. 

He  generally  wrote  the  heads  of  his  sermons,  the  quo- 
tations from  Scripture,  and  some  of  the  most  interesting 
ideas  which  he  thought  necessary  for  the  dear  illustra- 
tioD  of  his  subject.  These  he  commonly  committed  to 
memory,  and  but  seldom  had  his  notes  before  him  in 
pubUck. 

Mr.  Thurston  being  possessed  of  pleasing  pulpit  tal- 
ents, and  giving  himself  whdly  to  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry, bis  hearers  became  so  numerous  tl»c  his  meeting- 
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faoiue  wu  enUrged  twice,  till  it  was  75  by  50  feet,  and 
was  well  filled  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  preach.  He  wras 
favoured  with  repeated  revivals  of  relif^on  among  hU 
ptople.  Though  these  revivals  were  small-in  comparison 
with  what  many  experience  in  the  present  day,  yet  hit 
success  was  not  measured  by  the  duration  of  his  mims- 
try  -y  for  many  who  joined  the  church  a  number  of  years 
after  he  was  dead,  dated  their  awakenings,  and  soma  the 
b^inning  of  their  hope  in  the  Saviour's  merits,  under 
his  preaching.  A  number  of  ministers  own  him  as  aa 
instrument  in  the  lord's  hands  of  their  awakening, 
comfort,  and  establishment  in  the  faith  of  God's  dect. 

Mr.  Tburst<Hi  was  well  acquainted  with  afflictions  and 
bereavements ;  for  he  Uved  to  see  all  his  near  rdations 
buried,  except  one  daughter ;  and  having  passed  through 
many  temptations  as  a  Christian  and  mimater,  he  was 
well  qualified  for  both  sympathy  and  advice. 

In  1792,  he  wrote  as  follows : 

"  JVewfiort,  CR.  I.J  24lA  AfcrcA,  1793. 
"  Dtar  Madam, 
"I  have  beaid  Uiat  70U  have  not  eajaf^  k  good  health  cf  iMe  as  umbI, 
tnaccouDtof  theloeaf  coccf  rourefu;  and  that  you  decire  ma  to  write  jou 
oa  this  aiibject. 

"The  kM  of  the  ng^t  of  cue  eye  ia  veiy  great,  and  it  is  a  ntrcf  you  hav« 
me  left  These  bodjiv  eves  must  soon  &dl,be  closed,  audwebe  in  the  land  <f 
darkness,  where  we  shall  not  need  them.  But,  dear  madain,  there  is  another 
efe  wliich  the  Lord  can  give  to  all  who  love  him  sapTemd]';  which  is  vastly 

E referable  to  us.  even  in  this  worid ;  I  mean  the  ej^  at  faiih.  By  this  Atwa- 
am  nw  Christ's  duy  and  was  glad ;  by  this  Jd)  nvr  his  Redeemer,  and  Mo- 
Ks  saw  him  who  was  invisible.  By  this,  we  now  bdrald  the  woe  suStrtDg, 
bleeding  Lamb  of  God,  who  died  broorsins,  andnse  arainforourjuatiiica- 
(icn ;  ves,  by  thb  eye  we  can  lode  witUn  Uie  vail,  and  see  Christ  aeated  en  tha 
right  haad  of  God,  and  ever  Bving  to  m^einttrGesBan&r  all  who  oome  onto 
Cod  t^  him.  By  dia  eye,  we  can  look  thnwgh  the  pearly  g^es  c£  the  New- 
lenisalem,  and  liew  the  spirits  of  the  jott  madeperfcot,  Jomed  with  the  blessed 
angds  in  celebnting  the  praisea  rt  their  God  and  l<Jitg. 

"O  tran^Mrtinfl  sig^t!  Meihinks,  niadan,iyou  ai«  now  ready  to  cit. 
Lord,  evermore  me  me  diit  sight !  He  wit)  give  it  to  ei'e^  one  who  ccmei 
onto  him  and  asks  ibrit  Yes,  dear  friend,!  have  something  iMa«  to  say; 
that  weibailiee  the  dear  Loid  with  these  bodily  eyes,  dui^  osetess  in  tb* 
grave.  He  wIU  dunge  diese  rile  bodies,  with  all  tbefr  menbera,  and  feshim 
then Uke Ui cnrn g)mous body.  Tbenbopewillceatetnfraiti(»,atidfalth'lD 
viskn.  Then  thoK  eyes  which  have  been  so  long  ckaed  and  ludeai.  shall  b« 
opened  again,  and  made  luefiiL  With  mine  eyes  sliall  I  bdiold  him,  and  not 
another^  me.  ThenBhaIlweseetheSBvfcHr,andc(i)vene4rithbim,aain* 
friend  ccnverseth  with  another.  Weshallsee  him,  iu)dbeentiielj'c<nfor(ned 
10  his  image,  and  be  ever  with  the  Lord.  Think,  dear  friend,  what  a  gterious 
s^t  this  will  be,  which  can  never  wax  M  or  dim.  The  luhatHtants  of  the 
l4ew-Jeni*8lcm  shall  no  more  say  they  are  sick.  There  mil  be  no  nuve  pan  ; 
Borrow  and  sighing  shall  entirely  Bee  away. 

**Tbedea>'LonlpBMyau,aodeveiy  branch  (f  your  fondly,  tbis  pottku 
"  I  nmaia  youc  Auere  fiieod,        GARDNER  THURSTON.", 
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To  a  young  Minister  under  some  trials. 

"1  rejuke  in  the  grace  c£  God  bestowed  dnyoi^  and  the  3UCC«K<grai)%dvoa. 
I  pmf  Gal  to  g^Te  yAu  tlta  irfgdom  of  the  terpenC,  and  the  luuiakssnen  c^ihc 
dovie.  ABnlp^u^Bi^B^'''^^^'''^'^''*^*'^  Eteatlj'  aiid uuitiimi uKHluct,  will  put 
to  ailciicc  Uie  igriiirarice  of  foolish  men.  I  canntt  give  you  txtter  advice  than 
Paul  gave  to  Timothf.  Rekd  again  and  agaia  hli  :«ci»d  mntke,  aecaKl  cha|ir 
Mr.  lafiBpathizcwitHyauinywrtrkla;  butbeaasuredGodik^llbc  wiihyoa 
ia  six  and  in  se^en  trouMen.  I  know  that  your  mind  must  be  dmbrently  exer- 
cised ;  and  Satan  wdl  not  ba  wmtliig  en  Dii  part  Id  tahc  every  adrantag«  to 
lurt  jttir  uKtolDCsa  ;  aad  there  are  some  wtto  will  unite  with  tuni,  and  watck 
for  your  halting. 

« I  believe  diat  Ood,  wtko  tv^O^a  in  the  Bidat  of  the  im^cUen  aUKUcakks, 
WiU  aopport  anddcfcod  yott.  Beufrauyour  guanltacutoBDCCasionfreni^oM 
who  seelt  occaiirai,  tfl  sptiik  disre^jectfully  of  ywi.  Endeavour  always  to  nc- 
hiUt  a  gcqiel  temper.  Hth«y  oanc,  doyouUesa;  fiarthe  Krvantof  thetcrtf 
BiHt  nct'Stiive,  but  in  nieekii(:sii  iostnict  those  who  oppose  themselves.  Yoh 
nust  not  think  your  afflictions  slrange ;  llicy  are  what  your  Master  and  many 
flf  hh  Gcrrtutta  met  w'lth  bcftve.  You  are  onlyflffi^cDp  ranr  neautvttfthat 
whfch.  WB*  behind  of  the  afflictida  of  Christ  in  your  fli.'an,  tor  the  boly's  sake, 
which  is  the  church.  O  Lilewed  priTJlegc,  to  partake  with  Christ  in  hixafflle- 
tional  BenotiUKaini^.fbrthepowcroftheciiemy  islimhedlikcdiegrcat 
^iefo)  \  hUKerto  it  may  caaw,.aDd  bo  fiinhar.  For  tlie  wraih  of  miui  shall 
praise  him,  aud  the  remainlcr  shall  he  restrain. 

"  ConcarrdnB  poleinfck  perftnnutcca,  I  wiU  jut  obnn-re,  that  I  have  An- 
DKt^  read  many,  and  after  all,  1  find  the  Kbie  to  bf  the  best  txx^  to  discover 
what  truth  ia,  and  to  estabUsh  us  in  the  truth.  Id  this  book  we  find  a  riortoua 
(Ksplay  of  God^  juatke  in  the  rl^ceras  condemnatian  of  the  wicked ;  and 
»^-]Mii(li^)ay  (J  diTine  Race  m  the  salvaticn  of  bis  people  Even  fnan  the 
bundatioD  to  the  tc^stooe,  it  is  all  graee,  gruce,  free  grace." 

In  1784,  a  little  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  thus 
iddressed  one  of  his  correspondents : 

**  I  embrace  the  present  opportiinity  to  inftrni  yon,  that  I  enjoy  a  better  state 
cf  healtli,  than  I  have  for  mow  jean  past.  I  have  abundant  reasco  to  ble» 
God,  who  has  been  the  guide  of  my  youth,  and  through  lili; ;  for  lliat  support 
affitrded  me  in  the  late  trying  ditpensatioo  whiclil  have  passed  through.  He 
ha«i  indeed,  been  «  present  help  In  tiuw  af  troublo.  How  unsuitaUe  would 
itbefbrui,t(iliaveaU  our  evils  and  tiding  changes  iu  view  at  once!  Therefore 


**  O,  may  f  ever  lean  on  mv  helper,  God.  I  am  indeed  passing  thrush  the 
furnace  cf  stBictian,  and  drinking  the  bitter  cup  of  the  same ;  but  it  is  the  cup 
which  my  heavenly  Father  gives  me,  and  it  is  mixed  with  mercy-  It  s  Ul 
right;  for  I  am  »u«  that  InEliuteGoodnessorder^  alt  things  for  the  best  for  Uiem 
woo  love  him.  O  why  should  such  an  unprofitable  servant  as  I  am  be  ^ared  ? 
Whit  am  the  designs  cf  Providence  >  Siirelv  the  Lord  has  something  tuither 
tat  me  to  do  in  Us  house,  elae  I  shouUI  have  been  cut  down.  I  am  firm  in  the 
opinion,  tliatGudiviUnot  takeaway  his.niinistcrs  Ix'fore  their  work  is  dnne.  If 
iheiv  beaie  mot-e  anier  to  becouvertedby  their  ntinistry,  (jm  more  saint  to  be 
Coaibrted,  they  will  be  coitkiued.  1  h<^  I  shall  be  willing  en  wait  all  Uic  days 
of  my  apiMnted  time,  till  my  change  come ;  then  through  rich  gnxc,  be  like 
a  diock  oi  com  fully  ripe  coming  in,  in  its  season.  And  why  should  a  minists 
«r  a  Christian  wish  to  stay  cue  momnit  knger  out  cf  heaven  than  he  can  ba 
wefulf" 

Mr.  Thurston  vu  not  able  to  preach  for  about  three 
years  before  his  death ;  yet  he  was  able  to  attend  meet* 
uig  for  the  moet  part  of  that  time,  and  to  visit  his  flock, 
iBtd  to  speak  comfortably  unto  Cod's  people.    He  ajv 
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pear'ed  to  be  all  the  time  on  ihe  wing  for  bekveo ;  in  fine* 
we  can  say  with  propriety,  that  his  conversation  was  in 
heaven.  A  number  of  ministers  and  Christian  friendt 
viuted  him,  in  the  course  of  about  e^hteen  months  be- 
fore his  death,  and  it  was  their  xmirorm  opioion,  that 
they  neva:  saw  any  cme  so  unconditionally  gived  tip  to 
live  on  the  promises  of  God,  as  he  was ;  and  who  would 
talk  so  familiarly  and  constantly  abojit  death— hieing  with 
Jesu»— knowing  the  saints  in  heaven— and  the  unyttera* 
ble  felicity  which  vould  overwhelm  the  whole  ransomed 
£unily  of  God,  in  the  resurrection  morning. 

Mr.  Thurston  was  remarkably  fond  of  meditating  and 
converatng  npoorthe  triumphs  of  the  Christian  over  death 
and  the  grave ;  and  the  .perfection  of  our  nature,  and  the 
«ztensiveness  of  our  knowledge,  when  we  come  to 
dwell  with  Christ  in  heaven.  *'  O,"  said  he,  '*  when  I 
come  into  the  ^orious  presence  of  my  Lord,  I  shall  see 
and  know  those  servants  and  children  of  my  heavenly 
Father,  with  whom  I  took  sweet  counsel  while  on  earth. 
Yes,  I  shall  know  them  as  quick  and  with  as  much  cer> 
tainty  asPeter  knew  Moses  and  Ellas,  when  they  descend* 
cd'from  heaven  to  piount  Tabor  to  converse.with  Christ. 
I  am  not  afraid  to  die;  ibr -my  Locd  Jeeus  is  with  me, 
and  I  fihall  fear  no  evih  I  know  whom  I  have  .believ- 
ed, and  am  sore  that  he  will  keep  that,  which  I  iiave  com- 
mitted unto  him.  What  is  that  ?  It  is  my  all,  for  I  have 
been  enabled  to  give  myself  into  his  hands  ;  thertifore  I 
am  not  iroubteaabout  his  properly,  for  be  knows  bow 
to  keep  it-" 

One  morning,  just  after  be  had  recovered  from  a  faint- 
ing fit,  he  said  to  a  friend,  with  a  smile  upon  his  counte- 
nance, "  I, did  not  think  of  seeing  your  face  again  in  the 
flesh,  one  hour  past ;  for  I  expected  to  have  been  .with 
Jesus  in  heaven  before  this  moment.  Yet  I,  do  not  wish 
you  to  think,  that  my  I^rd  will  tarry  too  long.  His 
understanding  is  infinite  :  he  is  unchangeable.  I  have 
lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  have  seen  the  salvation  of  the 
Lord.  I  longto  see  my  Saviour  in  glory.  He  will  come 
quickly.  >For  me  to  die^b  gain.  The  death  of  the  right- 
eous is  calkd  only  a  sleep.  Them  who  sleep  in  Jesus  wiU 
God  bring  with  him ;  and  the  dead  in  Cbrut  shall  rise 
fint.    We  shall  then  be  like  Um,  Ux  wei.4haU  tee  him  » 
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he  is.  '  He  will  change  our  vile  bodies,  and  make  then 
Kke  unto  his  most  glorious  bodf.  llien  shall  I  be  satis- 
fied," &c. 

A  little  after  this,  he  was  more  unwell,  and  his  speech 
failed  him  so  much,  that  he  was  never  afterwards  able  to 
ipeak  intelligibly.  But  a  serene  and  smiling  countenance 
and  expressive  gestures,  showed  that  he  renuned  his  rea^ 
son,  and  that  he  was  calm  and  joyful  in  the  approach  o£ 
death }  and  after  remaining  in  this  situation  a  ff!W  days, 
he  fiell  asleep  in  Jesus,  on  the  23d  of  May,  1802,  i&  the 
eighty- first  year  of  his  age.  A  suitable  discourse  was 
dehvered  at  his  interment  by  Mr.  Gano,  of  Providence. 

These  sketches  have  been  extracted  ^om  a  Memoir 
written  by  Mr.  Joshua  Bradley,  who  succeeded  this  v«n 
erable  father  in  the  pastoral  office. 


Jeremiah  Walker  xras  bom  in  Bute  county,  Ncvtfa- 
Carolina,  about  the  year  1747.  He  possessed  rare  and 
singular  talents.  When  but  a  small  boy,  although  de- 
scended from  rather  obscure  parentage,' and  having  very 
little  education,  he  was  remarkaUy  fond  of  reading  and 
improving  his  mind.  He  was  also  noticed  as  a  boy  of 
very  moral  and  virtuous  habits.  When  quite  young  he 
embraced  vital  religion,  and  being  baptized,  soon  began  to 
preach.  The  few  Baptist  preachers  that  were  then  m  the 
ministry  were  very  illiterate,  Mr.  Walker  of  course  had 
very  little  opportunity  of  improving  his  small  stock  of 
Uterature,  from  their  conversation ;  but  the  invincible  en- 
ergies of  his  genius  towered  above  every  obstruction.  He 
quickly  sbone  forth  with  so  much  splendour  as  to  make 
it  questionable,  whether  the  obscurity  of  his  edac^on, 
as  well  as  the  unlearnedness  of  his  society,  did  not,  by 
leaviig  his  mi:ui  unshackled  from  schotastick  dogmas 
aru'  ircT'  riitical  strictures,  rather  advance  than  impede 
his  real  greatness.  After  preaching  in  his  native  neigh- 
bourhood,  and  in  Kttsylvania  county,  Virginia,  lor  some 
few  years,  he  was  induced  by  the  new  church  called  Not- 
toway, formed  in  Amelia  county,  Vir^nia,  (now  Notto- 
way) to  move  down  and  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  them. 
This  took  place>  anno  1769.    Here  he  became  very  con- 
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spicoow,  and  diswrnioated  his  evangelical  principles  £tf 
and  near.  He  was  ^most  incessantly  employed  in  preadd- 
ing  the  gospel.  In  a  fev  years,  aided  by  others,  particu- 
larly certain  young  preachers  of  his  own  raising,  he 
l^anted  between  twenty  and  thirty  churches  south  of 
James-river.  In  these  were  also  a  considerable  number 
of  gifted  characters,  who  afterwards  became  distinguished 
fH'eackefS.  All  of  whom  were  either  brought  to  the 
Icnowledge  of  the  truth  through  hii  ministry,  or  were 
nurtured  under  his  fostering  hand,  after  they  were 
brought.  AU  who  knew  him  about  this  time,  coincide 
in  ascribing  to  him  every  thing  that  is  desirable  in  a  piin- 
ister  of  the  eospeL  In  talents,  as  a  preacher,  he  was 
equalled  by  few  of  any  denonunation.  His  vcnce  wai 
melodious,  his  looks  were  affectionate,  bis  manner  was 
impressive  and  winning,  his  reasoning  was  clear  and  con- 
clusive, his  figures  Mrere  elegant,  well  chosen,  and  strictly 
applicable ;  all  of  which  advant^es  were  heightened  by 
the  most  unaffected  simplicity.  In  private  conversation, 
he  was  uncommonly  entertaining  and  instructing  to  all, 
but  espedaliy  to  young  preachers.  ASaiie  with  all  sorts 
of  people,  he  was  beloved  and  admired  as  far  as  he  was 
known.  Besides  this,  he  was  considered  by  all  bis  ac- 
•quaintances  exemplarily  pious,  and,  no  doubt,  was  so  at 
that  time.  No  spot  nor  wrinkle  was  found  in  his  char- 
acter. 

So  distinguished  a  man  among  the  despised  Baptists, 
could  not  long  escape  the  notice  of  their  opponents. 
When  persecution  began  to  arise,  the  enemies  of  the 
cross  soon  cast  their  eyes  on  Jeremiah  Walker.  Him 
they  viewed  as  the  chatqpion.  ••  If  we  can  but  silence 
faim,"  said  they,  **  the  whole  host  beside  will  hide  them- 
selves in  dens  and  caverns."  Accordingly  he  was  arrest- 
ed in  Chesterfield  county,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  from  a 
magistrate,  and,  after  examination,  was  committed  to  jail. 
His  patience,  humility,  and  uniform  prudence  and  piety, 
while  in  prison,  acquired  for  him  the  esteem  of  all,  wliose 
prejudices  would  allow  them  to  think  favourably  of  a 
Baptist.  He  kept  a  journal  or  diary,  when  confined,  in 
which  are  some  of  the  most  pious  and  sensible  reflections. 

When  Mr.  W^ker  came  out  of  jail,  he  stood,  if  possi- 
ble, in  higher  estimation  than  ne  had  done  before. 

L.;|-z<,.l:,  Google 


SdO  Bk^afiy  rf  Jetaidai  Ifalka), 

Wlierever  he  went  to  preach,  be  wu  attended  by  a  lai»e 

cODCCniru  ;  and  from  bis  preacbiag  the  most  beneficial 
consequences  were  constantly  jnioduced. 

Here,  aiu !  we  cuuld  willingly  drop  the  pencil,  and 
leave  the  picture  with  these  bright  colourings :  but  our 
wishes  cannot  be  indulged ;  candour  compels  us  to  forego 
the  desire.  Like  the  inspired  historians,  we  must  not 
only  exhibit  the  goodness  and  greatness  of  God's  people, 
but  their  foibles  and  their  follies  too.  They  told  of  Da- 
vid's rise ;  they  told  of  his  downfall  likewise.  Ho  max.- 
im  b  more  surely  established  by  experience  and  .observa* 
tion,  than  this — High  delights  are  fraught  with  great 
dangers.  God  hatli  set  adversity  over  against  pro^erity. 
And  whenever  a  man  in  any  character  arises  to  distin- 

fuished  eminence,  he  may  look  for  some  down&ll,  unless 
e  watch  his  steps  with  a  commensurate  vigilance. 
Mr.  Walker  had  arrived  to  a  degree  of  distinction  far 
above  his  associates.  In  whatever  direction  he  might 
travel,  he  was  bailed  by  many  as  a  father  in  the  gospeh 
Caressed  by  his  friends ;  admired  by  all,  even  by  his 
enemies  ;  invited  to  the  society  of  the  great ;  very  influ- 
ential, and  indeed  all-powerful  in  Associations  .and  other 
places- among  the  Baptists;  still  young  and  inexperiei^ 
ced  i  it  will  not  appear  stcange  to  an  experidnced  mind, 
that  this  man,  thus  standing  on  a  pinnacle,  should  tilt 
over. 

"Oh,  popular  upptaoHC,  what  heart  cf  mail 

Is  prnuf  agnvMt  thy  a neet  seducing  clinrma! 

The  nnrst  and  the  best  feel  ardent  need 

Of  all  tlidr  cauticn,  in  thy  gentlest  gales. 

Biit,  swell'd  intoa  gust,  who  thtii,  alas! 

With  all  hit  canvau  «t,  and,  hwxpert, 

fijid  Iherefcn  hewUesa,  can  withstand  thy  pow'r  i" 

In  every  good  there  will  be  some  evil.  The  plain,  fa- 
miliar, affectionate  manners  of  the  Baptists  in  those  days, 
under  suitable  restrictions,  were  surely  favourable  to  vi- 
tal piety.  This  habit,  however,  among  the  unsuspicious 
and  incautious,  exposed  them  to  snares,  into  which  too 
many  fall.  It  would  have  been  happy  for  Mr.  Walker, 
if  he  had  observed  somewhat  more  or  etiquette,  especial- 
ly among  females.  Their  fondness  for  his  company,  un- 
der the  pretence  of  religious  affection,  was  often  nothing 
more  than  carnal  love  in  disguise.  He  was  ultimately 
entrapped.    In  the  year  1774,  be  attempted  a  criminal 
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intrigue  with  a  young  woman,  for  which  he  was  exclu- 
ded ;  but  soon  again  restored,  on  account  of  his  appar- 
ently deep  contrition.  His  deportment  after  thk  was  so 
correct  for  iome  years,  that  he  had  almost  regained  his 
former  standing.  But,  lamentable  to  relate,  about  the 
year  1784  or  1785,  he  fell  into  a  similar  transgression,  in 
which  things  were  carried  much  farther  than  the  first.  He 
was  immediately  excluded  from  fellowship.  He  sunk 
down  into  the  utmost  contempt.  His  name  sounded  with 
infamy  far  and  near.  The  friends  of  religion  were  abasli- 
ed  beyond  expression  ;  while  their  enemies  triumphed,  as 
if  the  Baptists  had  sunk  never  to  rise  again.  lu  no  great 
while  after  this  wretched  event,  he  moved  to  Georgia  j 
from  whence,  in  the  year  1788,  he  visited  Virginia  ;  pro- 
fessed to  be  again  restored  to  divine  favour,  and  petition* 
edthe  church  from  which  he  had  been  excluded,  to  re- 
instate him  into  membership.  After  some  impediments 
were  removed,  he  was  received  as  a  member,  and  ako 
permitted  to  resume  his  ministry. 

The  sequel  of  bis  life  is  almost  a  continual  struggle 
against  the  prejudices  of  both  church  and  world.  Tbf 
sword  never  departed  from  bit  heute.  After  his  restoration* 
his  morals  were  correct ;  for  in  truth,  except  the  abov^ 
un,  no  other  seems  to  have  been  capable  of  producing  a 
momentary  temptation  to  his  mind. 

He  became  an  Arminian  after  his  downfall,  and  there- 
by excited  among  the  Georgia  Baptists  no  small  degree 
of  contention.  Finally,  however,  they  split.  Mr.  Walker, 
with  a  small  party,  formed  a  distinct  society,  called  Gen- 
eral Baptists. 

In  1791,  he  travelled  into  Virginia,  and  attended  the 
Association,  holden  by  the  Middle  District,  at  Cedar 
Creek,  in  Lunenburg  county.  From  thence  he  went  to 
the  General  Committee,*  in  Goochland  ;  and  then  went 
through  various  parts  of  the  State,  leaving  his  pamphlets 
and  ms  verbal  arguments  in  favour  of  Arminianism, 
whithersoever  he  went.  In  this  journey  of  Mr.  Walker, 
those  who  assodated  with  him,  found  him  still  the  same 

Sleasant,  sensible,  instructing,  genteel  character,  that  he 
ad  formerly  been. 

*  See  wAcomtoftlutGcDentCoinmittee.ui  VirgiuM. 
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Alas,  alas !  that  so  splendid  a  garment  should  be  so 
spotted ! 

In  his  Ust  illness,  he  endured,  with  remarkable  forti- 
tude and  Cbnstiao  resignation,  the  most  excniciating  and 
acute  sufferings.  He  died  September  20thj  1 792.  Rev. 
Abraham  Marshall  preached  his  funeral  sermon  from 
Zechariah,  1 1th  chap,  and  2d  verse.  **  Hewl,  fir-tree  ;  for 
the  cedar  U  fallen." 

Mr.  Walker  married  Miss  Jane  Graves,  in  North-Caro- 
lina, when  very  young.  They  lived  together  in  great 
harmony  for  nany  years.  After  he  went  to  Geor^a, 
she  died,  and  he  married  a  widow  lady,  with  whom  he 
lived  also  in  the  strictest  harmony ;  for,  his  slips  not- 
withstanding, he  was  exceedingly  affectionate  and  kind 
in  his  hmily. 

Mr.  Walker  had  a  principal  hand  in  drafting  for  the 
Baptists  their  petitions  and  remonstrances  to  the  "^rgin- 
ia  Assembly ;  he  also  took  an  active  and  success&l  part 
in  supporting  them  in  the  House,  where  he  gained  the 
applause  of  the  candid  members,  as  a  man  of  sense  and 
address. 

He  published  a  number  of  pamphlets,  mostly  on  con- 
troversial subjects ;  the  most  distinguished  of  "which  was 
the  one  entitled,  "  The  fourfold  femdation  of  Calvinintty 
examined  and  shaken." 

Simple. 


Saunders  Walkbb.  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
most  useful  ministers  in  the  upper  regions  of  Georgia. 
He  was  born  March  17,  1740,  in  Prince  William  county, 
Virginia,  and  was  a  brother  of  Jeremiah  Walker,  whose 
history  has  just  been  reUted  ;  and  although  his  abilities 
were  not  equal  to  bis  brother's,  yet  he,  different  from 
him,  maintained  through  life  a  character  fair  and  unim- 
peachable. He  was  a  singular  instance  of  the  transform- 
ing influence  of  the  grace  of  God.  Before  his  conver- 
sion, he  was  of  a  turbulent,  unmanageable  temper,  and 
mudi  addicted  to  the  vices  naturally  attendant  on  such 
a  diipoution.  But  the  Divine  S[nrit  not  only  changed 
his  heart,  but  his  nature  too ;  so  that  he  was  ever  uter 
distinguished  for  the  meekness  aod  gravity  of  hi«  deport- 
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in£Ot :  the  meek  Saunders  Walker^  wa»  a  proverbial  expre&< 
uon  among  all  who  knew  him.  He  began  to  preach  in 
South-Carolina  in  1767>  in  the  27th  year  of  hia  age,  and 
i^r  thirty-eight  years  coDtioued  a  faithful  and  successful 
'  minister  of  the  cross  of  Christ.  About  four  years  after 
he  began  his  ministerial  course^  he  moved  to  Bute  county, 
North-CaroUna,  to  a  place  notorious  for  wickedness  and 
ignorance  of  religion.  But  it  pleased  his  Master  to  ba 
vrith  him  here,  and  in  a  short  time  a  considerable  church 
arose  under  his  ministry.  In  1782,  he  removed  to  Geor^ 
gia,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Here  he 
became  a  companion  in  gospel  labours  with  Daniel  Mar- 
shall, and  they  were  for  a  time  the  only  ordained  mtn- 
igters  in  the  upper  part  of  the  State.  The  country  waa 
now  new  and  m  an  uncultivated  state,  both  in  a  natural 
and  a  religious  p<nnt  of  view.  At  this  time  also  disputes 
ran  high  between  Whigs  and  Tories,  from  which  many 
evils  resulted.  Mr.  Walker  not  only  became  the  laborious 
preacher  of  the  gospel,  but  the  successful  mediator  be- 
tween  contending  parties,  was  the  means  of  preventing 
many  evils  amongst  them,  and  of  procuring  much  good 
for  those  who  were  in  trouble  and  want. 

After  spending  a  life  of  distinguished  usefulness,  ha 
finished  his  course  with  joy,  in  1805,  in  the  65th  yearo£ 
his  age. 
yViiit  account  of  Mr.  Walker  was  firntihed  by  Mr.  Jesae  Mercer,  of  Geoq^} 


John  Waller,  born  Dec.  23d,  1741,  in  Spottsylvania, 
county,  was  a  descendant  of  the  hoi)ourable  Wallers  in  . 
England.  At  a  very  early  period,  he  manifested  a  great 
talent  for  satyrical  wit.  This  deterouned  his  uncle,  who 
had  the  direction  of  his  education,  to  bring  him  up  for 
the  law.  He  was  put  to  a  grammar-school,  and  madt 
encouraging  advancement  in  the  dead  languages.  His 
uncle's  death,  and  his  father's  narrow  resources,  added 
to  his  own  unbridled  inclinations  to  vice,  prevented  him 
from  finishing  even  his  classical  education.  He  now  be* 
gan  indeed  to  study,  not  the  laws  of  the  land,  but  thos* 
of  the  gaming-table.  Letting  himself  loose  to  every  spe* 
ties  of  wickedness  and  profanity,  he  quickly  acquired  «mc 
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Umaelf  the  infamous  appdlation  of  Swearing  Jack  WkUtr, 
by  which  he  was  distinguished  from  others  of  the  same 
name.  So  far  did  he  indulge  his  mischievous  temper, 
that  he  once  had  three  warrants  served  on  him  at  tha 
same  time,  on  account  of  one  uproar.  It  was  frequently 
remarked  by  the  common  peofde,  "  that  there  oiuld  be 
no  deviltry  among  the  people,  unless  Swearing  Jack  was 
at  the  head  of  it.*'  He  was  sometimes  called  the  deviCt 
adjuiaTtt  to  muster  his  troops.  To  these  may  be  added 
his  fory  against  the  Baptists.  He  was  one  of  the  grand 
jury  who  presented  Louis  Craig  for  preaching.  fhU 
happily  terminated  in  his  good.  Mr.  Craig  Watched  the 
dismission  of  the  grand  jury,  and  found  means  to  secure 
their  attention,  while  he  addressed  them  in  the  fcdiowing 
harangae  :  **  I  thank  you,  gentlemen  of  the  grand  jury, 
for  the  honour  you  have  dmie  me.  \Vhile  I  was  WKlced 
and  injurious,  you  took  no  notice  of  me ;  but  since  I  have 
altered  my  course  of  life,  and  endeavoured  to  reform  my 
neighbours,  you  conceit  yoursdves  much  about  me.  I 
fbr^ve  my  persecuting  enemies,  and  shall  take  joyfully 
the  spoiling  of  my  goods."  When  Mr.  Waller  heard 
him  speak  in  that  manner,  and  observed  the  meekness  of 
his  spirit,  he  was  convinced  that  Craig  was  possessed  of 
something  that  he  had  never  seen  in  the  man  before.  He 
thoi^ht  within  himself,  that  he  should  be  happy  if  he 
could  be  of  the  same  religion  with  Mr.  Craig.  From  this 
time  he  began  to  attend  their  meetings,  and  was  found  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  The  commandment  came,  and  he  died. 
He  saw  and  felt  himself  a  sinner.  He  now,  for  the  first 
time,  except  in  blaspheming,  began  to  call  upon  the  name 
of  the  Lord.  His  convictions  were  deep  and  pungent. 
He  ate  no  pleasant  bread  and  drank  no  pleasant  water, 
for  seven  or  dght  montlis,  during  which  time  he  was  al- 
most in  despur.  He  relates  his  exercised  in  the  fcdlowing 
words : 

**  I  had  long  felt  the  greatest  abhorrence  of  myself,  and 
began  ^most  to  despair  of  the  mercy  of  God.  However, 
I  determiiled  in  my  own  soul,  never  to  rest  from  seeking, 
until  it  pleased  God  to  show  mercy,  or  cut  me  ofil  Un- 
der these  impressions  I  was,  at  a  certain  place,  sitting  under 
preaching.  On  a  sudden,  a  man  exclaimed  that  he  had 
Kiniid  grace,  and-began  to  praise  God.    No  mortal  can 
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describe  the  horror  with  which  I  was  seized  at  that  in- 
stant. I  began  to  conclude  my  damDaticm  was  certain* 
Leaving  the  meetings  1  hastened  to  a  naghbouriog  wood, 
and  dro{^>ed  on  my  knees  before  God,  to  beg  for  mercy. 
In  an  instant  I  felt  my  heart  meh,  and  a  sweet  ap[^ca- 
tloQ  of  the  Redeemer's  love  to  ray  poor  soul.  The  calm 
was  great,  but  short." 

From  this  time  he  felt  some  increase  of  strength  ;  yet 
at  some  times  he  felt  the  enemy  break  in  upon  him  like 
a  flood,  and  he  would  be  almost  ready  to  give  up  his  hope. 
But  the  application  of  these  words,  gave  htm  great  oomt 
fort :  **  Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord  ;  that 
walketfa  in  darkness  and  hath  no  light ;  let  him  trust  iq  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  and  stay  upon  his  God."  Isai;Ui 
1.  10.  And  again,  "By  this  we  know  that  we  have 
passed  from  death  unto  life,because  we  love  the  brethren/' 
By  the  time  Messrs.  Harris  and  Read  came  on  thetc 
second  tour  into  this  region,  Mr.  Waller  felt  sufficiently 
confident  to  become  a  candidate  for  baptism  ;  and  going 
Up  into  Orange  county,  was  there  baptized  by  Mr.  Rea(£ 
some  time  in  the  year  1767.  Baptism  was  to  him,  as  it 
has  been  to  thousands,  a  sanctified  ordinance.  His  soul 
received  a  .great  accession  of  strength  and  comfort. 
Chrbt  was  revealed  in  him.  Having  contracted  debts 
by  dissipation,  he  sold  property  to  pay  them.  He  con- 
ferred not  with  flesh  and  blood  ;  but  began  to  preach, 
that  men  ought  every  where  to  repeot.  It  was  not  Imig 
before  his  labours  became  effectual,  at  least,  one  waV. 
That  arch  enemy  of  souls,  whom  he  had  served  so  £uth- 
fiilly  before,  now  began  to  roar  in  hideous  peals  agunat 
him,  and  succeeded  in  raising  up  a  powerful  opposition. 
At  length  it  was  thought  proper  to  constitute  a  dinrdl 
in  Mr.  Waller's  neighbourhood }  who  making  choice  of 
him  as  pastor,  he  was  fnrdained  to  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry, June  20th,  1770.  He  now  began  to  lengthen  Ins 
cords.  Bending  his  course  dowo^vards,  he  hiptized 
William  Webber,  who  afterwards  became  a  distinniished 
preacher  among  the  Virginia  Baptists,  being  the  Besc  fae 
did  baptize.  October,  17?0,  accompanied  by  J.  Burrui, 
he  travelled  dowa  as  far  as  Middlese:t,  where  hb  minis, 
try  was  attended  with  great  success,  and  where  he  -alao 
met  with  vit^nt  opposition.    From  thb  tinw  a  train  tf 
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prosperous  events  followed  his  evangelical  exertions. 
Wherever  he  vent,  he  was  attended  by  a  divine  power, 
turning  many  to  righteousness.  His  name  sounded  far 
and  wide.  By  the  ungodly,  he  was  considered  as  a  bold 
inexorable  fanatick,  that  would  do  much  mischief  unless 
restnuned*  The  ^ptists  and  their  adherents  looked  up- 
on him  as  set  for  the  defence  of  their  cause,  and  with 
much  confidence  ratlied  round  him  as  their  leader.  His 
penecutions  and  imprisonments,  in  CaroKne,  in  Middle- 
sex, in  Esaex,  and  other  counties,  have  been  idready 
related. 

In  this  bright  and  burning  way,  Waller  continued  un* 
til  177-5  or  1776,  when  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with 
one  Williams,  a  preacher  of  some  talents,  apparent  [Hety, 
and  in  Mr.  Wesley's  connexion,  consequently  an  Armin- 
ian  J  this  nun,  by  bis  conversation  and  books,  so  wrought 
upon  Mr.  Waller's  mind,  as  to  bring  him  over  to  believe 
the  Arminian  system.  Knowing  this  to  be  contrary  to 
the  opinions  of  his  brethren,  he  resolved  to  make  a  tx^ 
effort  to  preach  and  argue  hia  principles  at  the  next  Asso- 
action,  and  thereby  convince  his  brethren  j  or,  feihng  in 
this,  to  submit  to  be  cut  ofi"  from  them.*  AccrardinglT, 
he  took  his  text,  1  Cor.  xiii.  1 1.  *^When  I  zvas  a  ebildy  I 
tpake  as  a  child,  I  undersioed  at  a  child,  I  thought  at  a  c&ilJi 
hut  when  I  became  a  man,  I  put  away  cbildiib  things."  lu 
bis  exordium  he  stated,  that  when  young  and  inexperi- 
enced in  religion,  he  had  fallen  in  with  the  Calvinistick  ■ 
plan ; '  but  that,  becoming  more  expert  in  doctrine,  or, 
u  the  language  of  his  text,  when  he  became  a  man,  he 
put  away  these  childish  notions.'  He  then  went  lengthily 
into  the  argument.  For  want  of  truth,  or  for  want  m 
talents,  he  made  few  if  any  converts  to  his  o|nnions,  aad 
of  course  had  to  confront  the  whole  host  of  preachers. 
and  members  now  assembled.  Mr.  Waller,  fbresedng 
his  fate,  took  the  shorter  oourse.  Instead  of  awuting  a  - 
£ur  trial,  be  proclaimed  himself  an  indq>endent  Esptist 
preacher.  This  step  was  probably  resorted  to  by  Waller, . 
under  an  expectation  that  his  popularity  was  so  great, 
that  he  should  be  able  to  bring  over-many  of  the  churches 
to  his  party.  Be  it  as  it  may,  he  immediiitelr  commenced 
his  operations  on  an  extensive  j^an.  On  his  return  from 
the  AsBodatioUf  h«  Wed  his  ut[ao8C>  flndeavouc  to  fi»:in 


Begrapby  of  John  Waller.  $97 

a  stroDg  party.  He  preached  from  house  to  house ; 
cpread  bis  wings  over  a  large  field  of  ministerial  labour  ;' 
ordained  lay  elders  in  every  neighbouthflod,  to  prevent 
inroads  ;  and  also  several  lielps  in  the  ministry.  He  also 
established  wh;^  he  called  camp-meetings,  in  which  they 
continued  together  several  days,  uqder  certain  written 
regnhtions,  which  were  in  subratance,  as  fiallow :  Ist.  No 
ftmalc,  on  any  account  whatever,  shall  be  permitted  to 
nppear  in  the  camp,  until  an  hour  after  sun-rise  in  the 
morning,  nor  stay  there  later  than  an  hour  before  sun-set 
at  night.  '2d.  The  persons  in  the  camp  shall  depend  for 
sustenance,  during  the  cainp>meeting,  on  the  friendly 
hospitality  of  the  neighbourhood.  3d.  Any  person  in 
cantp,  waking  at  any  period  of  the  night,  may  pray  or  sing, 
without  disturbing  the  slumbers  of  others.  The  novdty 
of  these  meetings,  excited  the  attention  of  the  people  in 
such  a  manner,  that  great  multitudes  crowded  after  him. 

By  these  means  his  party  guned  strength  daily.  Fev 
m^n  possessed  greater  talents  for  heading  a  party  of  this 
description,  than  Mr.  Walter.  The  only  thing  m  which 
he  was  deficient,  was,  that  he  could  not  be  happy  while 
separated  ^m  his  brethren.  He  used  to  say  that  in  the 
midst  of  apparent  prosperity  and  the  caresses  of  his  friends, 
he  still  yearned  after  the  people  of  God,  from  whom  he 
had  with-drawn.  Some  years  after  his  restoration,  he 
sud  to  a  young  preacher  who  was  dissatisfied,  and  talked 
of  dissenting,  "  If  you  could  have  a  distant  view  of  my 
sufferings  and  leanness  of  soul,  while  a  dissenter  from 
my  brethren,  you  would  never  again  indulge  such  a 
thought."  He  ■was  again  fully  reinstated  in  connexion 
with  his  brethren,  in  17U7 ;  when  a  full  unioit  between. 
Separates,  Regulars,  and  Independents,  was  accomplish. 
ed.* 

A  very  great  revival  commenced  under  Mr.  Waller** 
ministry,  in  1787f  This  continued  for  several  years; 
and  spread  through  all  his  places  of  preaching.  In  this 
revival  he  was  greatly  engaged  ;  and  baptized  from  fir.<;t 
to  last  many  hundreds,  and  his  church  in  a  short  tima 
increased  to  about  1500  members.  Early  in  this  revival^ 
Mr.  A.  Waller,  ion  of  his  brother  Benjamin,  was  brought 

•  A  partidl  rcstoradmi  had  taken  place  some  jenrs  befon'  MiIk,  mtiiiat  Ml'. 
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ia  J.  and  in  some  few  years  began  to  preach.  Mr.  Waller 
iminediatel^  recognized  him  as  bis  successor^  and  declared 
that  he  believed  his  work  in  that  part  of  the  earth  was 
finished.  Accordingly,  November  8th,  1 793,  after  taking 
the  most  affectionate  farewell  of  the  churches,  he  moved 
his  family  to  Abbeville  district,  in  the  State  of  South- 
Carolina.  This  removal  was  said  to  have  arisen,  partly 
from  economical  considerations,  and  partly  from  a  strong 
desire  on  his  own,  and  on  the  part  of  hb  wife,  to  live 
near  a  beloved  daughter,  who  had  some  time  previously 
married  Rev.  Abraham'  Marshall,  of  Georgia.  PerhajM 
there  might  be  other  causes.  His  labours  in  his  new  resi- 
dence were  also  blessed,  but  not  to  a  great  extent.  He 
remained  however  ^ithfut  in  the  cause,  until  his  death, 
which  took  place,  July  4th,  I S02. 
-  Piis  death  was,  as  might  be  hoped  and  expected,  truly 
glorious.  His  eldest  son  describes  it  in  the  fc^owing 
words : 

'*  His  conflict  with  death,  as  it  respected  bodily  afflic- 
tion, was  truly  hard  ;  but  -his  soul  :^)peared  to  be  hap-  - 
py  indeed !  Never  did  I  witness  sudi  resignation  and 
Christian  fortitude  before !  He  was  reduced  to  a  perfect 
skeleton,  and,  in  several  places,  the  skin  was  rubbed  off 
his  bones.  His  pains  appeared  to  be  excruciating,  but 
□o  murmur  was  heard  from  his  lips.  On  the  contrary, 
he  would  often  say,  "  I  have  a  good  Master,  who  does 
not  give  me  one  stroke  too  hard,  or  one  too  many." 

*'  The  last  sermon  he  preached,  was  on  the  death  d  a 
young  man.  The  text  from  which  he  preached  was, 
Zechariah  ii.  4.  •*  Run,  ipeak  id  ikit  young  man.'*  He 
addressed  himself  chiefly  to  youth,  in  feeble  but  anima- 
ting strains,  observing,  that  he  counted  upon  its  being 
the  last  sermon  he  should  ever  preach ;  and  fervently 
prayed,  that,  Sampson  like,  he  might  slay  more  at  his 
death,  than  he  had  done  in  bis  life.  Hecontinued  speak- 
ing, until  his  strength  failed  him ;  and  with  reeling 
steps  he  advanced  to  a  bed,  where  we  thought  he  would 
have  expired.  From  thence  he  was  removed  home  in  a 
.carriage  for  the  last  time.  He  said,  as  to  his  soul,  he  was 
under  no  concern  ^  as  he  had  given  it  to  Jesus  long  since ; 
and  he  was  under  no  doubt  but  what  his  Master  would 
provide  a  mansion  for  it.    Just  before  his  departure,  ht 
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summoDed  all  his  family  around  him,  black  and  white,' 
and  told  them,  hfi  was  anxious  to  be  gone  and  to  be 
present  with  Christ ;  and  then  warned  them  to  walk  in 
the  fear  of  Cod,  cordially  shook  hands  with  al),  and  sooa 
after,  with  a  pleasant  countenance,  breathed  his  last,  and 
fell  asleep  in  Jesus.  I  looked  on  the  corpse  with  these 
words  fresh  in  my  mind, 

"  O  lovely  appcaiance  of  deatli." 

Thus  this  great  man  of  God  conquered  the  last  enemy, 
and  ascended  to  that  rest^  that  remainetb  for  the  people  of 
God.  He  died  in  the  sixty-second  year  of  his  age  ;  hav- 
ing been  a  minister  of  God*s  word  for  about  thirty-five 
years ;  having,  in  that  time,  lain  in  four  different  jails, 
for  the  space  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  days,  in  all, 
besides  bufieiings,  stripes,  reproaches,  &c.  Nor  was  his 
labour  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  While  in  Virginia,  he  bap- 
tized more  than  two  thousand  persons ;  assisted  in  the 
ordination  of  twenty-seven  ministers ;  and  helped  tO 
constitute  eighteen  churches.  For  many  years,  he  had 
the  ministerial  care  of  five  churches,  to  whom  he  preach- 
ed statedly. 

As  a  preacher,  his  talents  in  the  pulpit  were  not  a- 
bove  mediocrity;  but  he  was  certainly  a  man  of  very 
itrong  mind.  His  talents  for  art  and  intrigue  were 
equalled  by  few.  This  he  exercised  sometimes,  as  it 
was  thought^  beyond  the  innocence  of  the  dove.  He 
was,  perhaps,  too  emulous  to  carry  his  favourite  points, 
especially  in  Associations  -,  yet  it  must  be  owned,  that 
such  influence  as  he  acquired  in  this  way,  he  always  en- 
.  deavoured  to  turn  to  the  glory  of  God. 

-He  had  married  to  Miss  E.  Curtis,  previous  to  hi» 
becoming  reli^ous.  By  her  he  had  a  number  of  chil- 
dren, some  of  whom  the  old  man  had  the  happiness  tv 
see  profess  the  same  ^ith  witli  himself. 

Semple. 


WitJ-iAM  Webbbb.  was  born  August  IT,  1747,  of 
parents  in  the  middle  line  of  life.  His  education  was 
but  slender,  having  been  sent  to  school  only  three  ycarsT 
At  16  years  of  age  he  was  put  an  apprentice  to  a  house- 
joiner.    After  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticeship,  he- 
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continued  to  work  at  Us  trade,  uotil  Ood  called  Iiim  t« 
be  a  workman  for  him.  In  October,  1 769»  was  the  first 
time  he  heard  the  Baptists  preach,  when  be  was  awaken- 
ed to  know  his  danger ;  and  his  spirit  took  no  rest  trom. 
tliat  time,  until  about  six  months  after,  when  he  obtain- 
ed  a  hope  of  salvation  }  and  was  baptized,  June  1?70, 
by  Elder  John  Waller,  then  just  ordained.  He  bad,  ai 
was  usual  about  that  time,  commertced  an  e^Lburter,  prS' 
Tious  to  his  being  baptized. 

Few  men  in  Virginia  suffered  more  persecutions  than 
Mr.  Webber.  He  was  first  seized  in  Chesterfield  county, 
December  7,  1770,  and  imprisoned  in  that  county  jail 
until  March  7,  1771,  just  three  months.  In  August,  the 
same  year,  he  was  taken  off  the  stage,  where  be  was 
'preaching,  in  Middlesex  dounty,  and  put  into  prison, 
where  be  was  confined  forty-five  days,  having  the  bound* 
a  part  of  tbe  time.  In  both  these  prisons,  he  and  his  fel- 
low.sufferers  used  to  preach  through  the  grates  regularly 
twice  a  week,  to  such  as  would  come  to  hear.  Desidec 
these  imprisonments,  he  was  often  very  roughly  treated, 
by  tbe  sons  of  Belial,  at  different  places ;  alt  of  which  thif 
man  of  GcxI  bore  with  Christian  patience  and  meekness. 
Altbougb  be  was  in  narrow  circumstances,  he  used  when 
young,  to  devote  much  of  his  time  to  preachings  and 
being  much  respected  and  beloved,  he  was  an  instrument 
of  doing  much  good.  As  he  grew  older,  and  his  family 
laiger,  he  found  it  necessary  to  limit  his  labours  chiefly 
to  his  own  and  the  adjacent  neighbourhoods.  He  was  stiU 
very  successful  in  turning  many  to  righteousness,  and  in 
confirming  the  souls  of  the  disciples.  Mr.  Webber  was 
a  man  of  talents,  though  not  in  the  pulpit ;  for  there  he 
was  hardly  up  to  mediocrity.  He  was  a  man  of  sound 
and  correct  judgment,  well  ac(]u<unted  with  mankind, 
well  versed  in  the  Scriptures,  welt  instructed  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  gospel,  and  ingenious  in  defending  them 
agunct  error.  As  a  companion,  he  was  remarkably 
agreeable  ;  for  he  was  pleasant  and  cheerful,  yet  without 
levity.  His  conversation  was  chiefly  upon  the  subject  of 
religion,  to  which  he  had  a  turn  for  directing  the  atten- 
tion of  his  company,  without  permitting  it  to  be  irksome. 
In  his  church,  he  was  greatly  beloved,  by  bis  members, 
wd  all  who  knew  bim.    He  was  remarkably  plain,  both 
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ita  hU  dress  and  manners.    His  chief  excellency,  hcnr- 
ever,  was  in  ^Associations  and  publick  bodies.    He  was 
made  moderator  of  the  General  Association,  as  earlr  as 
the  year  1778;   and  although  there  were  many  older 
ministers  than  himself,  for  several  years  after,  yet  he  sel- 
dom attended  ao  Association  or  General  Committee,  but 
he  was  placed  in  the~  chair.    His  address,  either  in  the 
chair  or  out  of  it,  was  far  from  being  accomplished.    But 
still  he  was  preferred  before'raen  of  far  more  refined  pow- 
ers, on  account  of  his  soft,  yet  manly,  affectionate,  and 
unaffected  method.     It  U  likely,  that  less  affectation  was 
never  in  any.  man  than  in  William  Webber.     Yoa  always 
saw  him  in  his  true  colours.     About  the  year  1799,  h« 
had  a  long  and  distressing  sickness,  which  had  well  nigh 
brought  him  to  hia  grave.    He  did,  however,  recover ; 
but  his  constitution  was  so  shaken,  that  he  was  never  as 
healthy  afterwards.     He  recovered  so  far  as  to  go  out 
some  small  distance  from  home ;  but  relapsing,  he  linger- 
ed for  some  months  ;  and  on  the  29th  day  of  February* 
J  808,  he  yielded  to  the  king  of  terrors,  but  who  had 
lost  his  terror  as  to  him.     In  ms  last  illness,  he  enjoyed 
great  religious  consolation,  and  said  to  Elder  Watkins  of 
Powhatan,  a  tittle  time  before  his  death,  **  Brother  Wat- 
kins,  I  never  had  so  glorious  a  manifestation  of  the  love 
of  God  in  all  my  life,  as  I  have  had  since  my  sickness. 
O,  the  love  of  God !"  Semple. 


PetxrWerdem  was  born  June  6th,  17S8,  and  ordain- 
ed to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  at  Warwick,  Rhode- 
Island,  May,  17^1,  in  the  24th  year  of  his  age. 

When  he  first  began  to  preach,  he  was  too  much  of  a 
■New- Light,  and  too  strongly  attached  to  the  doctrine  of 
salvation  by  sovereign  grace^  to  be  generally  received  among 
the  old  Baptist  churches  in  Rhode-Island,  which  had  beeil 
formed  partly  upon  the  Arminian  plan,  until  the  follow* 
ing  event  op«ned  the  door  for  him  : 

A  criminal,  by  the  name  of  Carter,  was  executed  at 

Tower-Wll,  and  the  scene  of  his  execution  collected  abun- 

,  dance  of  people  from  all  parts  of  the  State.    While  the 

criminal  stood  under  the  gallows,  young  Werden  felt 

such  a  concern  for  his  soul,  that  he  urged  his  way  throush 
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the  crowd  \  and  being  assisted  by  the  sheriff,  hcgained 
access  to  him,  and  addressed  him  aa  foHows :  **Sir,  it 
your  Eoul  prepared  for  that  awful  eternity,  into  which 
you  tt-ill  launch  in  a  few  minutes  ?"  The  criminal  repli- 
ed, "  I  don't  know  that  it  is,  but  !  wiah  you  would  pray 
for  me."  In  this  prayer,  Mr.  Werden  was  so  wonder- 
fully assisted  in  spreading  the  peor  man's  cause  before 
the  throne  of  God,  that  the  whole  assembly  were  awfiiUy 
solemnized,  and  most  of  them  wet  their  cheeks  inth  their 
tears.  This  opened  a  great  door  for  his  ministrationB, 
both  on  the  maine  and  on  the  island.  He  preached  at 
Warwick,  Coventry,  and  many  other  places,  with  good 
8uccess,-about  19  years,  and  then  moved,  in  1770,  into 
the  town  of  Cheshire,  in  Berkshire  county,  Massachu- 
setts, where  he  lived  and  administered  almost  S8  years. 

In  his  first  religious  exercises,  he  was  led  to  dig  deep 
into  his  own  heart,  where  he  found  such  oppoMtion  and 
rebellion,  that  when  he  obtained  pardon,  he  attributed 
|t  to  sovereign  grace  atone  \  which  sentiment,  so  inter> 
woven  in  his  soul,  he  ever  proclaimed  aloud  to  a  dying 
world.  Nothing  appeared  to  be  more  disgustful  to  his 
mind,  than  to  hear  workt  and  ^ace  mixed  together,  a< 
the  foundation  of  a  sinner's  hope.  To  hold  forth  the 
Lamb  of  God  as  a  piece  of  a  Saviour ;  or  to  consider  the 
self>exertions  of 'a  natural  man,  to  be  the  -way  into  Christ, 
the  true  -and  oidy  ivay,  vrere  extremely  displeasing  to  that 
soul  of  his,  which  delighted  so  much  in  proclaiming  eter- 
nal love,  redeeming  blood,  and  matchless  grace. 

Sound  judgment,  correct  principles,  humble  demeanor, 
with  solemn  sociability,  marked  all  his  publi(i  improve- 
ments, and  mingled  with  all  his  conversation  in  smaller 
circles,  or  with  individuals.  In  him  yoong  preachers 
found  a  father  and  a  friend  ;  distressed  churches,  a  healer 
of  breaches;  and  tempted  souls,  a  sympathizing  guide. 
From  his  first  settling  in  Cheshire,  until  he  was  70  years 
old,  he  was  a  father  to  the  Baptist  churches  in  Berkshire 
county  and  its  environs,  and  in  some  sense  an  apostle  to 
them  all. 

His  many  painful  labours  for  the  salvation  of  anners, 
the  peace  of  the  churches,  and  the  purity  of  the  ministers,* 
will  never  be  fully  appreciated,  until  the  time  when  he 
*hafl  stand  before  his  Judge,  and  hear  the  words  of  hw 
tooath,  **  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant.'* 
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.  Prom  the  stArimesa  of  his  eyes  and  Uush  of  his  &ce> 
a  stranger  wouM  have  been  led  to  conclude,  that  he  was 
povereigD  and  self-willed  in  his  natural  habit  of  mind  j 
buc  on  acquaiatance,  the  physic^nombt  would  have  been 
agreeably  disappointed.  He  had  so  much  self-govern* 
meot,  that  he  has  been  heard  to  say,  that  (except  when 
he  had  the  small-pox,)  he  never  found  it  hard  to  keep 
from  ^>eaking  at  any  time,  if  hia  reoMtt  told  him  it  was 
'beat  to  forbear  ;  and  no  man  possessed  finer  feelings,  or 
treated  the  characters  of  others  with  more  delicacy  than 
ke  43id.  He  had  an  exalted  idea  of  the  inalienable  rigbu 
of  conscience  ;  justly  appreciated  the  civil  rights  of  man* 
suid  was  assiduous  to  keep  his  brethren  from  the  chajni 
of  eccleuastical  power. 

His  preachijiK  was  both  sentimental  and  devotional  j 
ftnd  his  life  so  &  corresponded  with  the.  precepts  which 
tie  taught,  that  none  of  his  hearers  could  justly  r^y, 
*'  Physician,  heal  thyself." 

He  had  the  happiness  of  haviiig  a  number  of  revivals 
in  the  town  and  congregation  where  he  resided  and 
pfeached,  and  a  number  of  mmisters  were  raised  up  in 
the  church,  of  which  he  was  pastor. 

For  about  ten  years  before  his  death  his  bodily  and 
mental  powers  had  been  on  the  decline,  and  he  was  often 
beard  to  rejoice,  that  others  increased  though  he  decreas* 
ed  ;  but  his  superannuation  was  not  so  great,  as  to  pre* 
.vent  the  whole  of  his  usefulness ;  and  his  hoary  head 
was  a  crowD  of  glory  unto  him. 

A  number  of  times  he  was  heard  to  pray  that  he  might 
not  outlive  his  usefulness,  which  was  remarkably  answer- 
ed in  his  case,  for  the  Lord's^ay  before  he  died  he  preach* 
ed  to  the  people  of  his  charge. 

The  disease  which  closed  his  mortal  life,  denied  his 
liriends  the  pleasure  of  catching  the  balm  of  life  from  his 
lips,  in  his  last  moments.  He  had  finished  his  work  be- 
fore, and  nothing  remuned  for  him  to  do,  but  to  di& 

Let  the  inhatuunta  of  Cheshire,  (said  Mr.  John  Ltland, 
his  biographer,  and  who  exhibited  the  above  at  the  dost 
of  the  sermon  which  he  preached  at  his  funeral)  reflect 
-  a  moment  on  the  dealings  c^  God  towards  them.  With- 
in about  three  years,  three  ministers,  belonging  to  tha 
town,  have  departed  this  life.  The  pious  Mason  took 
the  lead ;  the  pleasipg  Covell  f(^wed  after  i  aad  xuur 
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(180S)  the  arduous  Werden,  who  has  been  in  the  minis- 
try »  longer  term  than  any  Baptist  preacher  left  bd^ind, 
in  New-England,  has  finished  his  course,  in  the  80th 
year  of  his  age  {  while  Leland  remains  alone,  to  raise  this 
monument  over  their  tomb. 


JoBN  Williams  was  bom  in  the  county  of  Hanover, 
Virgioia,  1747.  He  was  of  a  very  respectable  family, 
and  received  a  t<Jerable  education.  In  the  month  of 
June,  1769,  when  acting  as  a  sheriff  of  Lunenburgh,  he 
waa  awaJkened  to  know  and  to  feel  his  sin  and  bis  dan- 

fer.  He  became  a  convert,  and  shortly  after  Hfted  up 
is  voice  to  exhort  his  fellow-men  to  flee  from  the  wr^ji 
to  come.  He  was  not  baptized  until  the  first  Sabbath  in 
February,  1770.  He  continued  to  exhort,  until  soDNr 
time  in  the  following  summer,  when  he  ventured  to 
take  a  text,  and  from  that  time  commenced  preacher. 
December,  1773,  he  was  ordaised  to  the  ministry,  an4 
took  the  care  of  Meherrin  church.  His  gifts,  at  first, 
were  fax  from  being  auspicious.  Many  pronounced  that 
he  would  never  be  a  preacher ;  so  delusory  are  the  first 
efforts  of  the  mind. 

He  not  only  succeeded  in  becoming  a  preacher,  but  in 
becoming  a  first-rate  preacher,  at  least  in  the  estimation 
of  most  of  his  acquuntances. 

He  was  exceeding  fond  of  reading  and  writing,  and 
indeed  was  generally  studious )  by  which  means  be  great- 
ly improved  his  mind. 

Wtien  he  first  commenced  preacher  he  was  ze^ous, 
active,  and  laborious  in  the  ministry ;  travelling  and 
propagating  the  gospel  in  different  parts.  He  may  well 
be  numbered  among  the  fathers  of  Israel.  His  niant, 
however,  was  not  employed  so  much  in  breaking  down 
the  bars  of  prejudice  in  new  and  unenlightened  places,  as 
in  directing  and  regulating  young  converts  when  gath- 
ered by  others.  Pleasing,  affable,  and  r^ned  in  his  man- 
ners, his  hand  was  employed  to  smooth  off  some  of  those 
protuberances  left  by  rougher  workmen-  In  Assodatious 
he  was  expert  with  his  pen,  as  well  as  wise  to  offer  coun- 
sel. He  acted  as  clerk  to  the  General  Association  ;  and 
whm  they  divided  the  Association  into  districts,  a  unani* 
inous  vote  of  thanks  was  o&red  Mr.  W.  for  his  hith- 
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All  and  skilful  services  in  that  capacity.  He  also  dis- 
diarged  the  duties  of  clerk  to  the  Roanoke  Association 
until  a  Uttle  time  previous  to  his  death.  He  introduced 
KVeral  excellent  regulations  both  into  the  General  and 
RoanokeAssociationSjfor  the  government  of  churches,&c. 
Few  men  understood  church  discipline  better,  or  were 
more  successful  in  building  up  large  respectable  churches, 
wherever  he  attended.  For  many  years  he  acted  as 
paator  to  four  churches,  whom  he  attended  monthly. 
He  was  in  high  estimation  both  as  a  man  and  a  minister* 
Even  the  enemies  of  the  Baptists  would  often  except 
Mr.  W.  from  their  reproaches.  In  his  temper  towards 
those  of  other  religious  persuasions,  he  was  remarkably 
liberal.  Indeed,  by  some  of  his  acquaintances  it  is  said 
he  was  friendly  to  open  communion  ;  but  that  he  was 
restrained  from  putting  it  in  practice,  by  his  tendemest 
far  his  brethren,  most  of  whom  differed  with  him  on  this 
head.  This  Hberadity  of  spirit  did  not  prevent  him  from 
maintaining  his  own  principles  with  great  Brmness,  when, 
ever  an  occasion  offered.  It  was  such  an  occasion 
la  this,  which  drew  forth  his  reply  to  Mr.  Patilloe's* 
sermon  on  infant  baptism.  He  committed  his  arguments 
to  writing,  with  an  intention  of  printing  them  in  the 
form  of  a  pamphlet ;  but  as  nothing  came  out  on  the 
other  side,  and  as  so  much  had  been  already  published 
on  that  subject,  it  was  not  put  to  the  press. 

In  his  preface,  he  makes  the  following  remark : 

**  I  hope  I  have  sufficiently  demonstrated  to  my  coon< 
trymen,  for  a  series  of  years,  that  1  am  not  overbearing 
on  others,  or  bigotted  to  my  own  principles  which  are  not 
essential  to  salvation ;  but  have  uniformly  endeavoured  to 
promote  a  catholick  spirit,  with  peace  and  concord,  in  the 
Israel  of  God.  But,  nevertheless,  I  am  set  for  the  defence 
of  the  gospel ;  and  as  such,  circumstances  often  occur, 
that  involuntarily  lead  me  forth  to  contend  for  the  faith 
and  order  of  Christ's  church." 

He  was  generally  npon  the  best  terms  with  the  Presby- 
terians, who  were  pretty  numerous  in  his  ndghbourhood. 

His  talents,  if  not  equal  to  any,  were  certainly  very 
Utile  inferior  to  those  of  the  first  grade. 

His  appearance' in  the  pulpit  was  noble  and  majestick, 
yet  humble  and  affectionate.    In  the  beginning  of  his 

*  A  f  clebratcil  Presl'i-lerian  preacher. 
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discourses,  he  was  doctrind  and  somewhat  methodical  % 
often  very  deep,  even  to  the  astooishment  of  liis  hearers. 
Towards  the  dose,  and  indeed  somedmes  throu^out 
hit  sermoD,  he  was  exceedingly  animatlDg.  His  exhorta> 
tions  were  often  incomparable. 

At  an  early  period  he  became  verr  corpulent.  Ai  aa 
Association,  in  the  year  1 793,  he  accidentally  fell,  by  the 
turning  of  a  step,  as  he  was  passing  out  of  a  door,  and 
became  for  a  year  or  two  a  cripple ;  being  under  the 
necessity  of  going  on  crutches.  Notwithstanding  this,  he 
would  frequently  go  in  a  carriage  to  meeting,  and  preach, 
sitting  in  a  chair  m  the'  pul(Mt.  Durinr  several  of  the 
last  years  of  his  life,  he  was  afflicted  with  a  very  painful 
disease.  Under  his  severe  suffering,  he  was  not  only 
patient,  but  when  he  could  have  any  mitigation  of  his 
pain,  he  was  also  cheerful.  About  ten  days  before  his 
death,  he  was  attacked  by  a  pleurisy  -,  from  wfaittb  no 
medicine  could  give  him  relief.  His  work  was  finished, 
and  his  Master  had  called  for  him.  On  the  SOth  day  of 
itpril,  1795,  he  felt  asleep. 

Nothing  very  remarkable  transpired  at  his  death.  He 
was  pensive  and  silent.  He  told  his  wife,  that  to  live  or  (tie 
wastohlmindifierent:  he  had  committed  this  toGod,  who, 
he  knew,  would  do  right.  He  said  he  felt  some  anxie- 
ty  for  his  numerous  ^mily  ;  but  that  these,  also,  he  was 
willing  to  trust  in  the  hands  of  a  gracious  Providence. 

January,  1 768,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Frances  Hughes, 
of  Powhatan  county,  by  whom  he  had  14  children  ;  of 
whom  11  were  Uvingat  the  time  ofhisdeathjand  of  thesei 
four  professed  religion,  and  were  bai^ized.        Setnple. 

[IT*  There  Have  been  tmmf  aiher  enment  charaeten  in  tke  Bafitiai  ton- 
xexian,  vbo  ought  to  ha-DC  a  filacc  among  lAe  vioniuet  ofthixr  htm  i  but,Jiir 
vant  of  tome  OTir  to  record  their  hiatory,  thfir  immei  are  either  iimt,  or  are 

flut  titiking  into  frrgctfubieu^    Our  brethren,  in  many  tiwtanten^  have  bee* 
ttnttgelynegUetfidofthdrdeftaTtedfrietuU-   They  have  txitduetedM  though 
they  tapfiated  every  body  kneia  their  north,  and  that  it  wo*  thenjbre  w»- 
Itecetory  to  nrrile  »ny  thing  reepeeting  theta. 
The  jSiUhor  oftHa  sunt  liatjw  ti  number  iff  year*  had  it  in  wxe,  at  tome 

fiUuTe fteriod,  •h'ndd  hit  UJi  be  continued,  to  firrfiare  ani  tuiogftber  /dogrci/i- 
kai;  mhick  vAU  contain  not  tmty  the  Uvea,  but  the  5kene»tr»  of  many  Ba/r  ht 
eliaracteri  <j/'distinction,6olh  Euro/iean  and  ,4merietm,  Ihoaevho  maujeri 
interetfed  m  preienring  the  history  and  reaemblance*  t)f  their  dejiarted 

friend*,  are  demnd  to  teefi  (hi*  mggettion  in  ttmd^ 
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CHAP.  ivm. 

CONTAtVIMC  AM  ACCOSKT  OV  A  HUHBIK    OF     BAfTltT    COUMO- 
INATIOn,      AND       WHO      ARS       ALSO       V1$T  I NCU  I  (HEI)    BY     30MS 

ricuLiARtTiii  or  THiii  owx. 

Churches  which  hold  to  Weekly  Commimion. 

•  THE  pr^ctics  of  ftdmiBittenng  the  Lord's  Snpper  evny  fint  dar  of 
the  weflc,  hu  oerer  preTailed  much  unong  the  Aroerican  Baptutc. 
The  old  church,  at  Sandj-Crcek*  North -Carolina,  wat  for  wme  years 
on  that  plan)  but  it  hai  sow  given  it  Up.  i 

A  few  yean  duct,  a  number  of  mioisten  cane  orer  &oai  Scotland 
to  America,  in  tbe  character  of  niuRonarie*  of  the  Ind^iendent  pcmUii 
StoQ,  and  tome  of  them  were  patronized  by  the  lilfcral  Robert  Haidanen 
Ksq.  of  Edinburgh.  These  missionaries,  after  travelling  a  short  time* 
in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  were  led  to  embrace  the  Baptist 
sentiments,  and  from  I'edobaplwt  became  Baptist  ministert.  Mr. 
Walter  fiaUonr  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Collier  of  Charlettown,  near 
Boston  ;  Mr-  Archibald  Maclay  by  Mr.  William*  of  New- York;  Mr.^ 
James  Graham,  now  of  Beaufort,  Soutb-Catolba,  by  the  same  admin- 
istrator in  New.York  ;  Mr.  Jamei  M'Pberson,  now  of  Baltimore,  was 
baptized  by  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Cook,  then  of  Beaofort,  Sooth-CaixJina. 
These  baptisms  all  took  place  about  1809.  Some  other  Pedobaptist 
ministeis  came  over  to  the  Baptisu  about  the  same  time,  and  they  werCr 
perhaps,  too  much  elated  aX  these  accetrioot  to  their  cause.  But  it  was 
soon  found,  that  most  of  the  Scotch  ministers  were,  notwithstanding  their 
becoming  of  the  Baptist  persuasion,  far  from  uniting  in  their  connexion. 
The  Independents  in  Scotland  generally,  if  not  uniformly,  practise 
weekly  cooimunKmt  and  of  this  point,  and  some  others,  these  new 
COOTerts  to  believers'  baptism  were  peculiarly  tenacious.  Mr.  Balfour 
gathered  a  small  cberch  in  Boston  and  Charlestown,  to  which  he  still 
ministers  ;  but  his  succeu  in  building  up  a  separate  interest,  has  aot 
been  10  great  as  his  talents  and  address  seemed  at  first  to  promise. 
An  account  of  Mr.  Maclay's  socccsifal  and  commendable  proceedings 
in  New- York  has  already  beea  related.  The  church  which  be  found- 
ed, still  {H-actisei  weekly  communion ;  but  it  is,  notwithstanding,  in  fek 
lowship  with  those  which  commune  but  monthly.  Mr.  M'PhenoB 
gathered  a  church  in  Baltimore,  mostly  out  of  the  second  in  that  city, 
which  went  heartily  into  his  notions  of  communion  and  other  particu- 
lars tespectiog  thf  urdtr  of  the  boiut,  &c.  He  is  a  man  of  respecta- 
ble talents,  and  seemed  to  premiw  usefulness  as  a  minister  of  the 
word,  notwithstanding  his  dividing  measnres  ;  but  to  the  grief  of  h>a 
friends,  he  has  lately  been  disowned  by  his  iniant  church,  for  tntemper* 
snce.  Mr.  Graham  preached  a  while  in  Savannah,  Georgia ;  then  in 
Beauforti  Sauth-Carojina  ;  aad  for  a  short  time  had  the  care  of  the 
church  in  titat  place  i  but  not  being  able  to  bring  it  to  bis  views,  he 
formed  a  small  one  upon  bis  own  pUn.  How  large  it  is,  or  what  arc 
its  cn-cumttancet,  I  have  not  learnt. 

The  labours  at  these  ministers,  together  with  some  writings,  which 
tkey  brought  frgsi  Scotland,  seemed  at  first  to  threaten  innavations 
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smoDg  the  American  chorchn  of  considerable  extent  t  but  these  vf 
pearancet  have,  in  a  great  measure,  subsided,  and  ver;  few  have  gone 
£0  far  into  i)\fmis  order  of  ibt  hauu,As  iflieparatefiom  their  retpective 
connexions.  Some  few  churches,  however,  have  been  founded  bf  the 
converts  to  weekly  communion,  plurality  of  Elders,  &c. 

One  of  tills  kind  wa«  formed  in  1809,  by  the  name  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Church  in  Chiirlestonn.  Its  principal  teacher  ii  Mr.  Oliver 
Holdea,  a  native  of  New-England,  formefly  a  member  of  the  first 
~  church  in  that  town.  This  church  at  first  consisted  of  nine  members^ 
but  has  since  increaied  to  twenty-fire.*  Three  have  been  added  bjr 
baptism,  and  thirteen  from  other  churches.  The  constituents  were  di>- 
missed,  by  their  request,  from  the  first  church.  The  ostensible  reason 
for  asking  a  dismission,  (as  stated  by  themselves,)  was,  that  discipline 
was  not  maintained  iO  strictly  as  they  desired,  or  as  the  church  acknowl. 
edged  it  ought  to  be.  And  "  despairing  of  seeing  the  chnrch  brought 
lb  resemble  the  Scripture  pattern,  and  desirous  of  reforming  them- 
selves," they,  at  their  reqaest,  were  dimissed  for  that  purpose.  Their 
hading  views  in  t)jis  measure,  and  their  distingnishtng  sentiments,  are 
tbns  stated  by  one  of  their  number : 

"  In  respect  to  the  diSt^rence  between  theii'  sentiments  and  those  nF 
the  churches  from  whose  connexion  they  are  separated,  they  profit 
to  have  aimed  only  to  re«iw  the  Baptist  principles  recorded  in  the 
Scriptures  and  in  the  history  of  purer  ages,  and  not  to  innovate  in 
any  degree. 

"  Thejr  disapprove  all  connexion  with  the  world,  in  the  mpport  of 
the  gospel,  and  with  other  churches  in  choosing  and  ordaining  Elders. 
They  deny  that  present  ministers  are  successors  of  the  Apostles  in 
the  tense  frequently  conveyed  on  baptismal  and  other  occasions  ;  and 
that  their  office,  as  teachers  and  rulers  in  the  church,  should  be  known 
by  any  distinction  in  dress  or  titles.  They  consider  it  their  dtity  to 
commemorate  the  deaA  and  resurrection  of  Christ  every  first  day  of 
theweek;  and  that  the  evening  of  that  day  (after  having  aneoded 
to  the  Lord's  Supper)  is  a  suitable  season  for  mutual  exhortation  and 
prayer.  And  they  profess  to  believe,  that  by  duly  regarding  primi- 
tive |>ractices,  and  apostolical  injunctions,  they  shall  be  enabled  to 
walk  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  enjoy  the  essentia 
blessing  of  a  spiritual  and  efficient  ministry. 

"  In  doctrine  they  profess  to  be  the  same  as  when  first  taught  bj  tfae 
HolyGhost  to  call  Jesus  Lord,  wishing  for  no  change,'excepting  great- 
er discoveries  of  its  simplicity,  ^ciency  and  glory. 

*'  I'hey  use  no  platform  of  church -government  hut  the  Scriptures, 
believing  tltat  a  greater  acquaintance  with  them  will  strengthen  their 
faith,  love,  and  veneration  for  the  adored  object  of  their  uniform  tes- 
timony. 

*'  They  have  been  supposed  by  some  to  have  imbibed  Sandemaniait 
nistions  of  faith,  divine  influence,  religious  experience,  Stc.  j  but  it  is  not 
true.  They  separated  from  the  first  church,  for  the  reasons  above 
nentioiied  \  but  they  have  neither  imbibed  new  sentiments,  nor  formed 
new  connexions.     They  profeu  their  desire  to  "  itwid  in  the  luaji,  md 
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*i1k  Jor  tie  oIJ  fiaiii,"  xad  tbeir  hope  that  God  will  eoabls  them  to , 
'■  vtaU  ibtTtia." 

The  reader  win  doubtlesswiih  to  hear  the  other  lide*  and  will  proba^ 
blT  euspect  that  the  teat  caiue  of  the  separatioa  has  tiot  been  ditcloied.* 
rC*hi5  church,  although  of  the  same  ordef  with  Mr.  Balfonr'i,  hu  jet 
tio  visiUe  fellowship  with  it 

In  Hartford,  Connecticntt  a  siiiaQ  church  hai  beeil  fisrsied  upon  the 
plan  of  weeklj  communion,  by  Mr.  HetUr  Grew,  formerly  paitor  of 
the  Baptist  church  in  that  city,    Mr.  Gre*  ii  a  natire  of  Englandj  wat, 
fbr  a  number  of  years,  a  citizen  of  Frovideoce,  Khode-IilanOt  and  was 
called  to  the  office  of  a  deacon  by  the  old  church  in  that  town,  at  the 
age  of  24.    Not  long  after  he  was,  by  the  lame  chntcb,  called  to  the 
ministry,  and  was,  a  year  or  two  after,  settled  in  the  pastoral  care  0^ 
x\m  church  in  Hartford.     Hit  ministry  here  was,  for  a  while,  pro^icr> 
oas  and  happy,  and  his  leparation  from  the  church  W2s  an  event  pecu- 
liarly painful  and  trying  i  for  in  addition  to  themasimt  of  the  Scotch 
brethren,  he  imbibed  some  others,  which  were  not  only  new,  bat  ia 
the  Htimation  of  hit  brethren  luucrtptnral,  and  nnlieGoatng  a  man  of 
hia  takntt  and  diicietioot 

Mr.  Grew  it,  by  all  who  know  him,  respected  iW  hii  giftii  and  be- 
loTid  for  hit  piety  1  but  by  withdrawing  irora  his  fbraiet  coimczio^ 
smd  devoting  iiimself  eiclusively  to  his  little  flock,  he  hoa  circumscti' 
bed  hit  (phere  of  utefulneu  to  very  narrow  bomidt. 

Intiie  dote  of  tbeantnmnof  1810,  a  church,  oa  die  plan  of  «e^> - 
ly  communion,  was  formed  in  New. York*  under  the  miaittry  of ' 
Meurt.  Errett  and  Ovin^on.  "  It  ii  conpoml,"  as  they  say,  "  of - 
perscHis  from  varioot  nationi  under  beaTea>"— "  They  reject  all  ho- 


man  erecdst  rules,  covenanttt  &c.  thmking  the  Sciiptnies  perfect 
enough  for  direction  in  every  thing."'.-^  Thry  dislike  all  pCMupoot  ei^ 
i€cet  as  places  of  worthip  i  all  pi^itt  or  place*  dejigned  for  the  egchi- 


bition  of  the  elu^  t  and  think  ihnnsclvea  fully  accommodated,  with  a 
place  of  worship  similar  to  those  of  the  first  churches.  Accordingly 
they  meet  at  present  in  a  rented  i^artment,  No.  70,  Hndton-itreei* 
New  York,  where  those,  who  deure  to  tee  irritat  caenot  be  teen  dsc> 
where,  viz.  a  church  of  Christ  atiemUed  together,  may  resort  for  the 
satisbction  of  their  minds,  tbeur  qneriei,  or  curiositiet.  Their  timea  of 
mteting  are  the  first  day  of  the  week,  thticc,  and  Thuraday  in  the 
evening.  And  they  have  aH**'''^^''  f  neaday  evenmg,  for  preaching 
Uie  sospel  to  the  world."-t- 

The  doctrinal  sentimenu  of  these  Weekly  Communion  B^diis  sn^' 
piobably,  somewlut  diflerenL    Some  of  them  evidently  agree  with. 
ihe  churches  from  which  they  have  separated.     Others  have  been  char- 
ged with  favouring  the  Sandemanian  system.     Thit  change,  however* 
they  generally  deny.     In  their  maxinu  of  discipline,  and  the  erAr  of 
fietr  haiu;  they  seem  to  pay  no  regard  to  uniformity,  and  I  know  not 
as  any  two  churches  of  them  see  alike,  or  maintain  a  visible  fellowship 
with  eich  other.     Some  of  the  brethren  maintain  their  peculiar  ofiia- 
ioot  in  a  becomii^  maimer,  while  otbcravvrge  their  {Minctilioa  widi 
such  a  canting  scmpulouty,  as  to  defeat,  in  most  cases,  their  own  [ffoie- 
Iftiog  intentiont.' 
•  See  tlie  account  ef  the  Cirariettown  Chnrch,  Vd.  1. 
t  EiBty  on  the  Constitutkn  of  AptntoUck  Cburches,  p.  153. 
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The  Ba^4it  cTinrchn  generaHj  througlioat  the  United  StXtet  «4» 
brate  the  Xord'i  Supper  once  a  month  ;  in  some  few  cuies  but  one* 
in  two  or  three  months.  I'hejr  da  not  deny  the  Uvrfulnets  of  weekly 
communion,  but  they  contend  that  it  is  not  necestary  for  the  g<»pa 
travel  of  2.  church,  lliey  plead  thdt  the  frequency  of  atiendinj;  t» 
thii  lolemn  rite  it  left  u  a  matter  of  dl'crecinn,  since  onr  S^viiuir  ha* 
only  (aid)  Ai  ojiatjt  da  it,  do  it  U  remrmirame  of  me.  And  alihough 
it  is  certain  that  the  diiciptes  met  on  the  tirst  d^y  of  the  week  ta 
bre«k  bread,  yet  that  it  ii  Aot  certain  that  tbey  met  every  first  day 
{or  this  purpose.  They  would  freely  commune  with  baptized  belier- 
•n,  who  hold  to  weeUy  communion,  in  case  they  agreed  with  tbem  in 
doctrine,  &c.  But  none  of  the  brethren  under  annsiJeratinn,  except 
Mr.  M'CUy  and  hij  chnrch,  seem  disposed  to  commune  with  them. 

Arminian  or  Free-Wilt  Saptistt, 
.  Fr»m  nearly  dat  b^nrung  of  the  Baptisu  in  Anierica,  ifaer*  bav* 
bMn  tome,  who  have  opposed  &  numbo^  of  the  princip^  aniclet  in 
dwColfiaiitick  creed.  For  a  long  tjme^  most  of  ttietc  brethren  retided 
in  Khode-I»land  and  iti  vicinity,  whtre  th«ir  hut>iry  ha«  hc«n  reUte<L 
For  ume  yeari  there  were  many  of  those,  improperly  calkd  Separate 
Bapti«%  in  Virginia,  and  the  mor«  iouibern  States,  who  were  called 
Anabriansi  because  they  maintained,,  that  by  the  lufierinfci  of  Chris^ 
■alratioa  was  made  pouibte  for  every  individual  of  Adam's  nuned- 
potMtity.  The  Usue  of  the  contest  on  thii  point  may  be  found  under 
Che  l|HUl  of  Virginia.  AJid  betides,  there  have  alw^iys  been  some 
llinrcbw  ud  many  indiTidmils,  who  have  objected  to  some  of  the 
•tiong  point!  of  Calrinisnit  or  adojaed  them  with  tome  pectiliar  moi^ 
tficanoBt  t  bat  no  very  coAsidensble  party  of  this  character  arose,  an* 
^  a  little  aura  than  thirty  years  ago,  whep  one  was  f<?unded  by  tX- 
dcr  BrojaraiB  R«idal»  o(  New-Durlum,  New- Hampshire.  This  iUder 
Bandal,  a*  faif  iuMn^er  observes,  was  led,  about  1 7  So,  **  to  objecl 
Sgaintt  the  whole  oocuine  of  Ta&s  Cahim  with  reipact  to  eternal,  par^ 
ticslar,  penoaail.'nnc(HulitinMl  election  and  t^robation  t  and  prapa> 
gatad  ibef^lowing  manms.  viz.  in.  That  all  men  have  sinned  and. 
coneihort^f  tlwglory  of  Cod.  sd.  That  Je^uf  Chrisl  has- died  for 
«U  meat  and,  by  the  gra^i  of  God,  huh  tasted  death  for  every  mam 
jdi  That  the  KTBse  cf  Qiod,  which  t»ingetfa  salvation,  hath  appeared 
tp  aU  mei^  4(07  That  Christ's  minittera  are  commanded  to  go  int* 
all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature ;  and  that  he- 
duu  belicreih  and  ia  b^ptiMd  ihaU  ha  uvad^  bat  he  thaL  believetb 
HOC  (ball  be  damned."* 

Tliic  zeala*u  mioistar  was  atsidooaa  in  propagating  his  apinian«r 
fni  endettTOortiig  to  persnada  others  to  renounce,  what  he  used  to  caU^ 
die  l^dra  memttr  C^Jwmitm.  A  number  toon  fell  in  with  bis  views*. 
broke  off  from  the  Calvinittick  chnrchec  in  New-Hamp»hlrc  and  the 
District  of  Maine,  and  (ran  a  small  beginning  they  have  arisen  to  a 
lug*  conamnity,  which  b  scattered  in  difierent  paiti  of  Maine,  New- 
Hampihii:^  Vermont,  l^ew-York,  the  Canadai,  and  in  some  other 

The  first  mimster  who  united  with  Elder  Randal,  was  Pelatiali- 
Tingley,  A.  M.  then  of  Sanford,  Maine.    He  is  a  nadva  of'  Aitkba* 
*  Reli^itm  Mafaxiat^  p.  3. 
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_  ,  Munchawtti,  a  tmall  dUtaon  from  Providnic*,  lUuxIe-Isl. 
KKutT  w*u  a  padaate  of  the  CoUege  in  that  town.  After  bim,  ^mnol 
Wceka  and  other  ministeTi  wvrc  conTtnced  oF  *hat  they  estremed  tht 
dangCToua  enors  of  CalvinHin,  and  united  m  Elder  Randal't  opposi- 
kioo.  Xbit  party  was  as  strciwious  for  believers'  bapcinn  at  before  f 
^ikvj  "wKnt  !■'='  >U  "^^  secUt  very  sanguine  in  their  new  dtscoTeriesy 
&nd  from  a  dUtingu»htrd  urltcle  in  their  doctrinal  ayatenii  tliey  were 
d«n<nniiiated  Fra-wUl  Baft'ui*.  This  appeHaiion  ii  received  by  tome 
of  die  connnunity,  and  objected  to  by  otheri.  Of  late  years  they  teem 
to  prefer  dennminating  themselvet  timply  Chrittiant,  and  their  church- 
-««,  Cbmreha  of  ChrUl-  But  ai  all.  who  make  a  religious  profession, 
account  tfacmtelvei  Chriniani,  and  ai  all  religious  bodies  profest  ta 
be  chuichci  of  Chttst,  these  terms  are  too  indefinite  fbr  an  historical 
VurraiiTc.  I  have  therefore  taien  the  liberty  of  applying  to  these  , 
people  the  name  by  wludi  they  arc  gener^ly  disttnguiihed. 

Mr.  Kandal,  their  founder,  is  said  to  have  been  very  successful  in 
liU  mininiy,  not  only  in  propagating;  his  peculiar  opinions,  but  fai  per- 
saadin^  sinners  to  repent ;  be  was  also,  at  times,  much  oppoced  in  Ut 
Bublick  ministrations ;  but  this  increased  hrs  ceal,  and  tinder  him  and 
nil  associate*,  a  number  of  churches  iliortly  arose.    The  one  at  New- 
Durham,  the  place  of  his  residence,  was  formed  in  1781  j  this  churcK 
«oon  became  large,  and  spread  her  branches  round  in  diflerent  direc- 
tions i  and  other  churches  at  Little- Falls,  Woolwich,  Georgetown, 
Edgcomb,  Little- River,  Nefr- Gloucester,  and  Parsentfield,  aro$e  not 
long  after  the  mother  body  was  fonnded.     These  FrtK-will  church- 
«i  loon  found  tt  expedient  to  form  what  they  called  General  Meetings 
which  they  held  at  diSerent  places  once  a  quarter.     The  first  of  die 
tind  was  held  at  Fhillipsbnrg,  Maine,  in  1793,  and  consisted  of  dele- 
gates "from  all  the  branches  of  the  Httle fciodierhood."    TTiey  next 
proceeded  to  form  a  Yearly  Meeting,  ifhtch  ifas  composed  of  ihle. 
^tes  from  each  quarteily  onef  dnd  at  the  chne  of  the  Yearly  Meet* 
ing  is  held  the  Elders'  Conference,  in  which  all  the  Elden  meet  t* 
consult  on  the  general  interests  of  their  coilimnntty.     In  I'Sio,  'then 
were  among  these  peo|rie  six  Associations  or  Qnattcrlt  Meetings,  vis. 
Goreham,  Edgcomb,  and  Farmington,  in  Haiae'i  New*Dtrb<mi,  (t 
Hev-Hampihire,  and  Strafford  and  Hardwick,  ia  Vermont  "Iir  tbt 
thiee  Meetings  in  Haiue,  there  wete,  at  that  time,  between  ferty  and 
fifty  churches,  about  as  many  onachets,  andupsnnAof  twtrtheniand 
inembers )  and  it  is  orobabte  tnat  Ac  three  ntbef  Ij^axitalif  Mcnfmk 
were  as  large  if  txit  larger  than  these. 

Mr.  John  BnneU,  irf  Panonifield,  Mahw^ «  preacber  in  thfi  cnmiec- 
ion,  began  in  iSii.to  pablish  a  periodical  wor^  entitled,  jf  /te/f^lclt 
Mcgatmt,  fje.  which  was  to  contain  a  history  of  thb  community. 
From  the  first  nsmber  of  that  work  some  of  tbete  Aetclm  have  beeA 
Klected.  Other  nnmbert  were  to  hare  been  farwardtd,  imt  ftM-  sonW 
mioD  ^wy  have  not  come  n>  band  t  dwse  brief  hiois,  must,  tberefbn^ 
suffice  for  the  history  of  this  extensive  eomimuiity. 

Mr.  Elias  Smith,  formerly  a  preacher  of  good  repate  hi  the  Vatreft 
AsMciition,  has,  within  a  few  year*  past,  formed  a  party  of  coaiidep- 
aUt  titeni  in  different  States,  which  ate  sometimes  caBed  SmiiMtm^ 
but  more  generally  CiriitioM,  which  lui  name  their  founder  seeou 
iecsEirly'solicitostormaiDtttoiag.    Ur.  Smith  if  a  mia  of  pt^ol^ 
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falenKtlMittinnKullycliai^nhleiBlutrdigioaicned.  HslmprapB* 
sated,  zt  difierent  timu,  Cahimtm,  UnivertaSim,  ^nvmamtm,  Arim^tm, 
^MouamtM,  and  other  iimi  too  numcroat  to  awatioa.  He  btu  alio  atU 
vanced  the  doctriae  of  the  annihilation  of  ihe  wicked  afin-dtttb,  H« 
profeuei  to  explode  all  creeds  and  coofcHionf,  and  denoinuiatBi  him* 
■elf  and  foUowen,  with  a  pecoliar  emphaai,  Cirhfiav  He  ka*  pub- 
Itihed  a  muUicodeof  bookitodcftnd  hie  OfHnions,  or  rather  to  oppoM 
(hose  of  all  othera.  Manj  have  become  bU  diicipki.  of  whom  smh 
believe  more  and  tome  leu  of  hli  changeable  opinunu.  The  large 
church  in  Dartmouth,  ManachOiettt,  ooniiitii^  of  aboat  mx  harndtti 
ncmbert)  hat  been  dropped  from  the  Qroton  Copfereoce,  on  account 
pf  fbeir  adhering  fo  thi«  lingular  nao.  A  number  of  otliet  chwchea 
f^  different  AnociatioDt  have  been  tbaWn  aqd  dimimdied,  by  the  teo 
tucceufii}  neruops  of  btm  and  hit  atiociatek  Maay*  doabt)eti|  ban 
laUea  into  tut  train,  irttot  with  better  leadert  or  kn  leadiag.  would 
JuiTe  a^Md  a  mcire  beoMoing  part.  Ampog  the  Fiee-wiU  Bt^inits  Mr. 
Smith  V4*>  in  maar  pU9eti  rerf  cordially  receiTod  i  for  hf  it  at  tuts> 
itoiiit  at  o«et  for  belif  veri^  baptitmi  although  be  it  (oaataatlr  belabour- 
ing the  Bapd4ti»  both  fiom  the  pnlpit  aad  prett.  But  the  Free-vUl 
brethren,  finding  Uni  e(p^  at  bro^-beatiiw  Calnaitm,  vfrc  ambitioot 
pf  placing  him  among  the  chmpioiu  of  their  came.  He  wat  the 
means  oTintroducii^  tome  ianoyationt  amongit  tbem,  both  at  it  t»i 
ipecudoctrineandduGiplinpi  but  whether  tbtyttfll  Unco  to  hit  inttrac- 
tiont,  I  have  not  learnt.  Mr.  Smith  hat  ^eta  a  few  yeaii  in  Fhiladel* 
phia,  where  he  fooaded  a  cmalt  cbiaiA,  which  hat  lately  publiibed  « 
pamphleti  containing  a  aanber  of  my  tcTere  stricturettqion;ti>tfWr 
^uct  I  and  be  ii  now  aboiU  lettling  again  ip  New-£pglaiid. 

At  the  brethren  of  this  tentiment  are  not  nomcroni,  ve  ihall,  nndet 
tbit  bead,  give  a  brief  iketch  of  their  history  both  in  Eorope  and  Amer^ 
ka.  The  S^baUriuu  differ  from  the  Baptists  generally  in  no  other 
wticle  bat  that  of  the  Sabbath.  And  upon  that  subject,  at  near  as  I 
can  tmdetttand  from  their  writingt  and  conTcrtation,  they  hold  th^t 
Ae  ten  conunandmenti  are  all  ttill Inndiiig  on  Oirittiant,  and  of  coursei 
that  tbe  Snmtth  day  of  the  week  instead  of  the  Ftrit,  ought  to  be  ob< 
perrad  ai  the  Christian  Sabbath  t  that  there  is  no  account  in  the  New- 
Testament,  that  there  ever  ha*  been,  by  divine  appointment,  a  change 
of  the  SaUaith  {  vnd  that  it  is  inconsistent  for  Christians  to  profess  to 
obey  the  ttn  commandments,  and  still  make  an  exception  of  the  fourth, 
yi^ek  coBtains  ttK  ud^mn  requisition,  Remtmbtt  tkt  Seibatb  day  lo  ie»f 
fi  iofy,  &c  They  plead  that  it  wa»  designed  by  the  Former  of  the 
Universe,  diat  the  Seventh  day  should  be  observed  at  the  Sabbath,  or 
<tay  of  rest,  from  Ae  creatioA  to  the  end  of  the  world,  Tbey  also 
fOBtead,  that  irfiataver  respect  the  early  Qiristiant  pud  to  the  First 
day  of  the  week,  on  account  of  the  resurrecdon  of  the  Saviour,  yet 
that  they  dien,  and  in  after  ages,  observed  the  ancient  Sabbath,  and 
Aat  this  practice  of  obterving  two  days,  was  continned  to  the  time  of 
Conttaatine,  when,  by  an  imperial  law,  the  First  day  was  csublishe4 
{n  preference  to  the  Seventh  i  and  that  from  that  period  the  observa., 
^  of  tbp  Seventh  day  fUl  generally  into  disue.    ^Hiev  tappoa& 
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holy  •til*  Socnth  day.  but  they  do  not  arcttrd  that  tbey  can  proTc  thii 
poutt  by  bHCotical  muIcimk  .  llie.£^owiii[T  pamge  lOfma  mncfa  to 
tbtht  pnrpoM^aiKlitUttsiily  ontof  tbQ'kiiid  which  I  hxvemet  witji 
in  Juttory: 

"  It  wa*  CfKucmtias  tbe  Great,  who  fint  made  a  law  for  the  observa- 
tion ei  Swnjtjt  and  who,  according  to  Eowbiut,  a)>peiBted  it  shoold 
be  Kgnluly  criebruad  tlmM^boM  Me  Roman  Empire.  Before  him, 
aad  even  in  hit  time,  they  obMrred  the  Jewish  Sabbath  ai  well  aa 
Sanday,  both  to  aatii^  the  law  of  Moeei  and  to  Imitate  the  Apostlei, 
who  lued  B>  nwel  together  oo  the  Fim  day.  Indeed,  tome  are  d 
opiaion*  that  die  Lord'i  day,  mentioned  in  the  Apoealypae.  it  our 
Saaday,  which  dtey  will  hare  to  have  been  so  early  ioMitnted  by  tho 
ApoMle*.  Be  this  u  it  wiU,itiacertataar^n'd  wai  had  to  thitday, 
even  to  tliccarlieat  ages  of  tke  church,  at  appeati  from  the  &m  ApcA* 
ogy  of  Jiutia  Manyr,  ^iriiere  be  detcribei  the  exerciM  of  the  day  not 
iwich  noiike  to  out. 

"  By  Cooftantioe'i  law,  made  in  311,  it  wii  decreed,  that  for  the 
futute.  the  Sonday  ihoatd  be  kept  a  day  of  mt  id  all  citie*  and  towns  t 
but  he  allowed  the  conotry  peo^  to  foUow  their  work.  In  53ft,  the 
Council  of  Orleau  prohibited  thit  coiitiy  l^toui  t  but  in  regard  there 
were  niU  abundance  of  Jewt  in  the  Oanlt,  and  that  the  people  gave' 
in  to  a  good  many  mpenAition*  mage*  in  ^  ctfebration  of  the  new 
SabbaUi,  like  thoee  ef  the  Jew*  among  that  of  the  old,  the  Cooncit 
dedareii  that  to  hold  k  unlawful  to  tiavel  with  bcnei,  cattle,  and  carti- 
agoa,  to  prepare  foodi,  or  to  do  any  thing  oeceisary  to  the  cleanlinett 
and  decency  of  faootee  or  potiona,  (aeonn  more  of  Jadaism  than 
'  Christianity."* 

Moiheim  makei  mention  of  tome  Christians  in  the  second  century, 
who  assemhlcd  on  the  Sevtwih  ebr  for  worship,  but  be  alto  intimatci 
that  the  greater  part  met  on  the  A-tt  daj.  We  find  that  the  Walden- 
tes  were  somedmet  called  Imabathot,  tbatii,  regardless  of  Sabbaths. 
Mr.  Milncrf  tapposet  this  name  was  given  to  them,  because  they 
observed  not  the  Koroish  festivals,  and  rested  from  their  ordinary  occu* 
pations  only  on  Sundays.  A  S^batarian  would  suppose  that  it  was 
because. they  met  for  worship  00  the  Seventh  day,  and  did  regard  not 
the  First  day  Sabbath. 

Robinson  gives  an  account  of  some  of  the  Waldeniet  of  ihe  Alps, 
who  were  culed  SaUati,  SMala^  ImiaWialalit  but  more  rre<]uen[ly  Jn- 
foiialati.  "  One  says  they  were  ao  named  irom  the  Hebrew  word 
Sabbath,  because  they  kept  the  Saturday  for  the  Lord's  day.  Another 
lays  ihey  were  so  colled  because  they  rejected  all  the  festivals,  or  Sab> 
baths,  in  the  low  Ladu  sense  of  the  word,  which  the  CathoUcks  reli- 
giously observed.''^;  Mosheim  tnforiDi  us  they  were  so  called  from 
iheir  wearing  wooden  shoes,  which,  in  the  French  language,  are  termed 
Saiait,  which  had  imprinted  on  ihem  the  sign  of  the  cross,  to  dislin- 
^ish  them  from  other  Christians,  &c.  §  "  Bat  is  it  likely,"  says  Rob- 
inson, *'  that  people  who  cOuld  not  descend  from  their  mountains  into 
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■AEhbouria^  Sum  whbe«t  ha«arding  their  lim  Aroagh  Aa  ftrioBi 
x«u  of  inqoMiton,  tbmld  toopt  (Unger  b^  affixing  a  vtubW  auu-k  on 
tbeir  ihoei  I  Besidei,  the  iho«  of  the  peaiaou  in  tku  coantrj  WA*  called 
Abarca."  It  ■■  tbe  opinion  tiS  thi*  writer,  that  tba  mooMg  of  Insab- 
bdtkti  was,  inhabitajitt  of  hilli,  nMiiinUineers,  fcc*  Bat  aftersll,tliei« 
appean  to  be  a  peculiar  obictu-itT  atteadinj:;  the  hUtory  tit  tfaete  pet^lcit 
and  everf  one  muU  form  hii  c^nion  for  Jumseif  retpecting  ihejn.  It 
i>  cvt  jent  that  they  were  numeroas,  and  were  terribly  haruiad  by  lbs 
RoRiiih  inquiiitor*.  Tbe  foUowirw  o«h  wat  leqiurod  of  thotei  wha 
were  suipened  of  their  hereiy.  <>  C9utcbo,swearbr  AfaBighCy  God, 
and  by  tiiete  boly  gotpek  of  God,  which  i  bold  in  my  budt  befora 

rou  lord  Garcia  Archbiiltop,  and  before  otben  your  utiitaate,  that 
am  not,  nor  ever  hare  beeo,  an  Incabbatate  WaidenM,  or  poor  nnrwii 
of  X^yOQi,  or  aaheretidtofanyiecCofheTCcycoademnedby  the^nrcbi 
nor  ik)  I  bclieTCi  nor  hate  I  erer  believed,  their  errori,  nor  will  i  fat- 
liere  them  in  any  fatare  time  of  my  hfe.    Morsorer,  1  profcn  ud 

froteit,  that  I  do  beliere,  and  that  I  will  alwiiys  henaftet  believe^  ifat 
atholick  faith,  which  the  Apostolical  church  of  Rome  publicldy  bold% 
teachet,  and  preacbei,  and  yoa,  my  lord  ArcblMshop,  and  other  pre- 
lates of  tbe  Cuholick  church  publickly  hold,  preach,  and  teach."-)- 
Moiheim  Kivei  an  account  d  another  wet  in  the  twelfth  century, 
in  Loabardy,  who  were  called  Faiagmiaui,  or  the  tirtumciuJi  that 
they  circumcised  their  followers,  and  celebrated  the  Jewish  Sabbath,^ 
The  account  of  their  practising  circoiDcifloci  ii  undoubtedly  a  ■lander' 
out  ttory  forged  by  dKir  enemtei,  and  probably  arose  in  this  way. 
Because  they  observad  the  Seventh  day,  they  were  called,  I7  w^y  of 
detision,  Jewt,  at  tbe  Sabbatariant  are  ^queatly  at  this  day)  and  if 
they  were  Jews,  it  followed  of  course,  that  they  either  did  or  onrbt  t* 
circumcise  their  followeri*  This  was  probably  the  teaconing  of  thev 
enemies  1  bat  that  they  actually  practised  tbe  bloody  rite,  is  utogcdiec 
improbable.  Kobinson  supposes  that  these  Pasagtnians  were  a  tM^ndi 
of  the  Widdensesi  and  were  so  called  from  thnr  living  near  the  pas> 
•ages  of  the  mountains,  f 

These  are  a  few  of  the  historical  &cts,  which  lie  scattoKd  on  the 
pages  of  ecclesiastical  history,  respecting-the  people,  who  Itavs  obter-* 
ved  the  ancient  Sabbath.  We  have  seen  in  the  history  of  Tranaylva^ 
nia,  that  Francis  Davidis.  first  chaplaui  to  the  court  of  SigMotua^ 
the  prince  of  that  Itingdom,  and  afterwards  tuperintendaM  of  all  tbt 
f  Trxnsylvaniaa  churches,  was  of  this  opinioo. 

We  shall  now  psoceed  to  some  brief  skeubes  of  Am  Uitory  of  tb* 
Sobbaiaiians  in  fnglaod  and  Ametic^ 

Se^ntb-Day  Bafi'utt  in  England. 
-  At  what  time  the  Seventb-day  Baptists  began  to  form  churthes  hi 
this  kingdom  does  not  appear  t  but  jnohabty  it  was  at  an  early  period ; 
and  although  their  churches  have  never  been  numerous,  yet  there  have 
been  among  them,  almost  for  two  hundred  years  past,  some  very  enri* 
nest  men.    Tha  fiunoos  fxadly  of  the  StennMts,  for  three  generation' 
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at  leaitt  were  of  thu  bdtef,  is  were  a  mnnber  of  otber  dlitiitguUbeA 
member*  of  the  Baptist  commnnitjr.  Of  z  few  of  theie  dutracicrt  we 
■ball  now  give  some  brief  acconni. 

Edward  Stennett  it  the  fint  of  the  familj  of  vrtikli  we  bare  wf 
hformatipa  Tlx  liine  or  place  of  bit  birth  doe<  aot  appear,  but  it  is 
pn^Me  be  jrai  bom  in  the  early  pan  of  tfae  liiteento  centory.  In 
the  time  of  fbe  civil  wari  he  took  the  tide  of  Piu-liament,  and  therrity 
•xpoted  himself  to  the  neglect  of  bis  near  relations.  When  he  dis* 
aented  from  the  eitablitfied  chi^cb  and  miiced  with  the  Baptim,  be^ 
like  all  odiert  of  thote  times;  fell  under  the  oppressions  of 'the  ru« 
Utig  party ;  and  bciuD  deprircd  of  the  meant  of  subsitience,  be  applied 
himself  to  the  itudy  ef  pbytick,  and  became  amedical  character  of  tomo- 
diftinction.  One  very  singular  escape  from  the  maltdoai  designs  of 
Ut  enemtet  it  thtu  related  by  Crosby  i^—"  He  dwelt  in  the  casti* 
sFWallingforJ,  a  place  when  no  warrant  eould  make  forcible  en- 
tt^nce,  but  tbat  of  a  lord  chief  justice  ;  and  the  hoaie  wai .  so  riti^ 
ated(  tbat  astcmbliei  conld  meet,  and  erery  part  v£  religiout  wor> 
■hip  be  exercised  in  it,  without  any  danger  of  a  legal  conviction^ 
tinlets  informers  were  admitted,  which  care  was  taken  to  prevent  \ 
to  tbat  for  a  long  time  he  kept  a  constant  uid  undisturbed  meet- 
ing in  his  balL  A  gentleman  who  was  in  the  commission  of  the- 
peace,  and  hit  very  near  neisbbonr,  being  highly  incensed  at  the  con- 
tinuance of  an  assembly  of  this  kind  lo  near  him  i  after  b»ving  mad* 
Mveral  fruitless  attempt!  to  get  hit  emiuariet  admitted  inu  the  bonse- 
in  order  to  a  conviction,  in  tbe  rage  of  a  disappointment  retolved,  to*. 
gether  with  a  neighbouring  clogymant  upon  doing  it  by  a  tubor* 
■ation  of  witnesses.  They  accordingly  hited  some  persons  fit  for 
tfteir  purpose,  to  swear  tbey  bad  been  at  those  atsembliet,  and  hearA 
prayer  aod  preacbing  there,  though  tbey  had  never  been  in  tbe  boat* 
on  those  occasions.  Tbe  dergyman's  eondnet  in  this  affair  wat  dw 
nore  censotvd,  because  be  bad  professed  a  great  friendship  for  Mr. 
teutett,  And  was  ander  considerable  ebligationi  ta  bim  (  having  often 
bad  hit  assistance  in  the  way  of  his  profession  as  a  physician,  for  bi» 
hmily,  without  any  reward.  Mr.  Stennett  finding  an  indictment  wa» 
laid  against  him  on  the  conventicle  act.  founded  upon  the  oaths  ofi 
•evenu  wimetset,  and  being  well  astnred  that  notbii^  but  perjuiy  co«ld 
■appMt  it,  was  resolved  to  traverse  it,  and  accordingly  did  so.  lYie- 
assizes  were  beid  at  Newbury,  and  when  the  time  drew  near,  tbcrt  was 
great  triumph  in  the  succns  these  gentlemen  proposed  ta  ibemselrc^ ' 
when  on  a  sudd^  the  tcene  was  changed  i  news  came  to  the  justice^ 
that  his  ton,  whom  he  had  lately  placed  at  Oxford,  was  gone  off  wittr 
a  player  t  the  concem  whereof,  and  the  riding  in  search  of  him,  pre* 
vented  his  attendance  in  the  coart.  Tbe  clergyman,  a  few  days  be- 
fcee  the  atsiiei,  boasted  mueh  aS  tbe  service  which  would  be  dost  t» 
the  cbnreh  and  lb*  oeigbbmnhood  by  thia  proaecutioD,  and  of  his  owik 
determioation  to  be  at  Nevbury  to  help  carry  it  on ;  but  to  tfae  sur- 
prise of  many,  his  deslj^  waa  frosimed  by  tadde*  death.  Om  <£ 
the  witnesses,  who  lived  at  Cromiih,  was  abo  prevented,  by  beiar  jeii> 
ed  with  violent  and  sad  disease,  of  which  be  died.  Another  of  theia- 
fell  down  and  broke  his  leg,  and  waa  so  hindered.  In  short,  of  seven 
•r  eight  persons  engaged  in  this  wicked  dewgOi  theie  was  but  me  left 
who  was  capaUe  o£  appcariag  (  h*  wai  a  gardener,  wIm  bad  been 
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frequendf  employed  by  Mr.  Stennett  at  dny-Iabonr,  but  never  lodged 
m  hii  hoiue,  nor  wai  admitted  to  the  religioui  utembliet  held  there. 
They  thought  to  make  him,  at  he  was  n  lervant  to  the  family,  a  very 
material  evidence  %  and  kept  him  in  liquor  for  several  dajn  to  that  pnr- 
pose.  Bat  coming  to  his  reason  jutt  at  the  atiiscf  drew  on,  he  vrent 
about  the  town,  exclaiming  agaiatt  himself  for  his  ingratitade  and  pv- 
jary,  at  well  aiagaiiut  those  who  had  employed  him  [  and  absolutely 
refused  to  go.  So  that  when  Mr.  Stennett  came  to  Newbury,  neither 
pnuecutor  nor  witneu  appearing  agaimt  Um,  be  wu  diicharged  of 
course." 

Joseph  Stennett,  one  of  the  ioqi  of  thii  worthy  man,  wai  bom 
1663,  and  was  e^rly  brought  to  the  knowledjje  of  the  troth  ;  he  went 
to  Losdon  in  i6?>5,  and  about  five  yean  after  became  pastor  of  the 
Seventh  day  church  at  Pinner*!  HaU,  which  had  been  deprived  of  iti 
paitor  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Francit  BampfielfL  Mr.  Stemiet  was  a 
minister  very  eminent  in  his  day  j  his  learning  and  abilities  were  great, 
»nd  he  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Baptist  cause  in  London  and 
its  vicinity.  He  preached  much  among  the  churches  of  the  First  day 
order,  and  took  an  active  and  successful  part  in  all  their  concerns.  Hn 
fon  Joseph,  D.  D.  retained  his  opinion  respecting  the  Sabbath,  but  b^ 
eame  pastor  of  a  church  of  a  different  belief.  The  fourth  in  descent 
from  the  ancient  Edward  Stennett,  was  the  lace  Samuel  Stennett,  D.  D. 
«nd  the  fifth  is  the  present  Joseph  Stennett,  of  Oifordihire.  Whether 
tfai«  distingaidied  succession  have  all  observed  the  Seventh  day,  I  am 
not  informed. 

Francis  Bampfield  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  ministers  of  hii 
time  I  he  was  educated  at  Oxford  University,  and  was  a  number  of 
year*  a  minister  of  good  repute  in  the  etbiblished  church.  He,  dif- 
ferent from  the  father  of  the  Stenneits,  in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars, 
wat  against  the  Parliament,  opposed  the  Protector^i  usurpation,  and 
■uticred  on  that  account.  At  what  time  he  became  a  Baptist  is  not 
known  I  but  on  the  restoration  of  Charles,  all  his  former  loyalty  was 
disregarded,  and  he  was,  through  the  remainder  of  his  life,  treated 
with  unrelenting  severities,  and  constantly  followed  with  persecution 
and  distress.  In  one  prison  he  was  confined  eight  years.  After  that 
he  was  released,  went  to  London,  gathered  a  church)  which  Iccpt  the 
Seventh  day  1  but  he  finally  died  in  Newgate,  in  1683.  He  pubftsh- 
cd  a  atimber  of  tracts,  among  iriitcfa  was  one  on  the  observation  of 
the  Seventh  day  Sabbath.* 

-  John  James,  the  minister  of  a  church  of  Sabbatarian  Baptists  in 
London,  was  put  to  death  in  a  most  barbarous  manner,  in  \66i.  To 
take  away  hi*  life  was  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  rage  of  his  blood- 
thirsty enemies  ;  but  after  being  hung  at  Tyburn,  he  was  drawn  and 
quartered  j  hit  quarters  were  carried  back  to  Newgate  on  the  sledge, 
which  carried  him  to  the  sallow* }  they  were  afterward*  placed  on 
the  Kates  of  die  city,  and  his  head  wai  let  on  a  pole  opposite  hit  meet- 
ing.heuse.  This  innocent  man  wa*  exposed  to  these  terriUc  suSiirings 
on  the  charge  of  ipeaking  tnatonable  words  against  hi*  Majeity'i  royal 
person  at  a  private  meeting,  dec  Some  of  the  treaion^e  word*  were, 
that  the  king  wai  •>  a  bloody  tyrant,  a  Uood-iucker,  a  blootttfatraty 
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man,  xnd  his  noblei  the  lame  i  uid  that  they  had  shed  .the  blood  of 
the  sxints,"  Sec.  To  these  charges  be  pleaded  not  guilty,  ndtlier  in 
form  nor  matter ;  but  had  he  aclnovledged  these  chatges  against  the 
infamotu  Charles  II.  and  bit  bloody  aisociaKS,  they  would  have  been 
the  words  of  truth  and  tobeniess. 

Bdc  there  appears  to  Iiare  been  a  malicious  combination  against  this 
harmless  man,  and  be  was  convicted  upon  evidence,  which  the  court, 
with  all  its  prejudices,  at  first  thonght  not  woith  regarding.  It  was 
proved  afterwatds,  by  four  respectable  persons,  that  one  Bernaid  Ot- 
burn  confessed  that  he  had  sworn  against  Mr.  James,  he  knew  not 
what.  His  wife,  by  the  advice  of  her  friendt,  presented  a  petition  to 
die  king,  stating  her  husband's  innocency,  and  the  character  of  Ae 
witness.  When  his  inexorable  majesty  saw  the  paper  endorsed  72c 
htinUc  rtquetl  of  ESKoitib  Jamei,  be  replied,  holding  up  bis  finger, 
*■  Ob !  Mr.  James — be  is  a  sweet  gentleman !"  And  when  the  afflicted 
woman  fiiUowed  him  to  get  some  further  answer,  the  door  was  shut 
against  her.  I'he  next  morning,  as  the  king  entered  the  park,  tbe  dis* 
Ressed  wife  again  entreated  his  majesty  to  answer  her  request,  and  par* 
don  her  husband  ;  but  deaf  to  her  cries,  he  again  replied,  **  He  is  a 
rogue,  and  shuU  be  hanged  !"  Thus  the  poor  woman  was  obliged  to 
retire,  without  even  being  beard  by  her  pidless  sovereign.  Mr.  James 
went  to  the  gallows  with  Christian  fortitude,  and  finished  his  course 
in  a  joyful  manner.  "  If,"  says  Crosby,  "  there  was  any  undue  com- 
tKn»ion  against  this  poor  man  i  if  it  was  for  some  reason  of  State  rath- 
cr  than  for  any  real  guilt  on  his  part ;  if  his  judgment  and  coAscience, 
rather  than  any  just  crime,  were  the  cause  of  his  sufferings,  his  blood 
must  be  innocent  blood."* 

Robert  Shalder,  mentioned  in  the  history  of  the  English  Baptists,  toL 
i.  p.  no,  who  was  taken  out  of  his  grave  by  his  rude  petsacutors,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  Seventh-day  Baptist,  as  was  Jc^n  Maulden,  a 
pious  and  wco-thy  minister,  who  was  persecuted  much  for  non.conform- 
ity,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Charles  U.  Mr.  Maulden  pub- 
lished three  small  pieces,  one  of  which  Was  on  this  question,  "  Wheth- 
er the  J*wn/i  or /"(■«(  day  of  the  week  be  tbe  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  ?"f 

These  are  a  few  of  the  Sabbatariaiu  who  bore  a  share  among  the 
•offerings  of  tbe  English  Baptists. 

An  account  of  tlie  number  of  cbarcbei  of  this  sentiment,  and  also 
a  brief  vindication  of  their  opinions,  are  contained  tn  the  following 
letter  from  Dr.  Edwnrd  Stennett,  whose  name  has  already  been  men* 
tioned.  It  is  dated  Bell-Lane,  London,  February  a,  i£68;  and  di- 
rected to  the  Sabbath- keepers  io  Khodclsland. 
"  Dearly  Beloved, 

"  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord  on  your  behalf,  in  that  he  h;ith  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  make  known  to  you  his  holy  Sabbath,  in  sach  a  day 
as  tliii,  when  truth  fatleth  in  the  streets,  and  equity  cannot  enter.  And 
with  ui,  we  can  scarcely  find  a  man  that  is  really  wilhng  to  know 
whetlier  the  Sabbath  be  a  troth  or  not ;  and  those  who  have  the 

•  Crcaby,  vA  3.  p.  165.    Ivimcy,  p.  320~-3!r. 
t  Crosly/,  toL  in.  p.  139,  HO. 
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greatest  parti,  have  the  least  aoziety  to  meddle  with  it.  We  have 
passed  through  great  opposition  for  this  truth's  sake,  especially  from 
our  brethren,  which  made  the  affliction  heavier  :  I  dare  not  sajr  how 
ixayj,  le&t  it  should  seem  incredible.  But  the  opposere  of  truth  seem 
much  withered,  and  at  present  the  opposition  seems  to  be  dying  away  i 
for  trutli  is  strong.  This  spiritaal  Eery  law  will  bum  up  all  those 
things  thitt  mea  do  set  before  it ;  for  was  there  ever  any  ceremonial 
law  given  us  i  This  law  was  given  from  the  mouth  of  God,  in  the 
c.ire  of  so  many  thousands ;  wrote  on  tables  of  stone  with  his  own 
finger ;  promised  to  be  wrote  on  the  tables  of  their  hearts  ;  and  con- 
firmed by  a  miracle  for  the  space  of  forty  years,  in  the  wilderness. 
The  manna  not  keeping  good  any  day  but  tlie  Sabbath,  God  gave 
them  the  bread  of  two  days,  because  he  gave  them  the  Sabbath.  But 
whatever  was  gathered  on  the  other  days,  and  kept  until  the  nexti 
■tank,  and  was  full  of  worms.  And  no  ceremonial  law  had  the  pen- 
alty (if  death  annexed  to  it,  to  be  inflicted  by  the  magistrate  ;  but  the 
wilJ'ul  profaner  of  the  Sabbath  was  to  be  put  to  death  by  the  magis- 
trate, at  the  wilful  murderer ;  which  clearly  proves  it  to  be  a  moral 
law  i  as  may  be  seen  Exod.  1 6th  chap-  and  euewhcre  :  *'  If  they  hear 
not  Moses  and  the  prophets,  neither  will  they  be  penuadcd  tboogk 
one  rose  from  the  dead."    Luke  xvi.  31. 

*'  Here  is  in  England  about  nine  or  ten  chnrches  that  keep  the  Sat^ 
bath  {  besides  many  scattered  disciples,  who  have  been  eminently  pre- 
served in  this  tottering  day,  when  many  nninent  churches  have  been 
diattered  to  pieces."* 

About  this  time,  a.  number  of  letterf  were  sent  to  America  by  Pe- 
ter Chamberlain,  senior  Doctor  of  both  Universities,  and  Phyucian  in 
ordinary  to  his  Majesty's  person,  who  was  a  Sabbatarian.-j- 

£y  Mr.  Stennett's  letter  it  appears  that  the  number  of  Seventh.day 
cliuiches  was  greater  at  this  early  pariod,  than  it  has  been  since.  At 
present,  as  near  as  I  can  learn,  there  are  but  three  churches  in  England, 
which  observe  the  Seventh  day.  Two  of  them  are  in  London,  and 
the  third  is  the  country,  at  a.  place  called  Natton.  Two  of  them,  viz. 
one  in  London  and  the  one  in  Natton,  are,  in  their  doctrinal  senti- 
ments. Particular  Baptists,  and  the  other  in  I^ndoo  is  of  the  General 
persuasion. 
*   '  Seventh-Day  B^itU  in  America. 

kHosi-IiLANDwai  the  early  resort  of  Baptists,  who  kept  holy  the 
Rfveijih  day ;  and  it  now  contains  not  far  from  a  tliousand  commuri- 
canEs  of  this  beUef,  Tliey  are  aUo  found  in  a  number  of  the  other 
States. 

The  6rit  Sabbatarian  chnrch  in  America  was  formed  m  Newport 
in  1671,  and  originated  in  the  following  manner  :  In  the  year  1665, 
iJLcpiien  Mumford  came  over  from  England,  and  brought  with  him 
the  ophiion  that  the  whole  of  the  Ten  Commandments,  as  they  were 
delivered  from  Mount  Sinai,  are  moral  and  immutable,  and  that  it  was 
an  aoti-cbiistian  power  that  changed  the  Sabbath  from  the  Seventh  to 

■  History  of  the  Sahbatni-Uns,  &c.  bv  Heniy  Clarke,  pastor  <£  a  church  of 
Oi:U  c;  der,  in  firocMeld  county,  New-Yurk,  p.  10, 1 1, 
t  Backus,  Ciurke. 
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Ae  F)tst  day  of  the  week.*  Irfr.  Mnmford  appean  to  haw  joined  Mr. 
CUrke'i  charch,  and  Messrs.  Hiscoz,  Hubbard,  and  others  of  tbat  com- 
munity soon  fell  in  with  his  opinion  of  observine  the  Seventh  day.  These 
brethren  travelled  in  communion  with  that  charch  until  16711  when 
some  of  their  numher  fell  back  [o  the  observation  of  the  First  day  n 
the  Sabbath.  This  the  Sabbatarians  called  apostasy,  and  could  no 
longer  travel  with  the  church,  except  they  were  expelled.  The  chnrch 
counted  their  change  a  reformation,  and  could  not  therefore  bring  them 
under  censure. f  This  was  truly  an  inconvenient  posture  of  affairs,  and 
the  Sabbatarians  seemed  to  have  no  alternative  bnt  to  withdraw. 
Their  number  was  seven  ;  their  names  were  William  Hiscox,  Samuel 
Hubbaid,  Stephen  Mumford,  Roger  Saster,  and  three  sisters.  These 
penons  formed  themselves  into  a  church,  and  William  Hiscox  became 
their  pastor.  He  died  in  1704,  aged  66,  and  was  succeeded  by  Wil- 
liam Gibson,  who  died  in  1717,  aged  79.  He  came  from  London, 
where  he  had  been  ordained  before  his  arrival  in  Newport  \\  is  said  to 
have  been  a  schfdar,  and  left  behind  him  a  good  character  as  a  preach- 
er and  Christian.  Next  to  him  wa&  Joseph  Cranda],  who  h^d  also  been 
his  colleanne.  This  is  the  same  Crandal,  who  was  apprehended  wiik 
Messrs.  Clark  and  Holmes  at  Lynn,  in  i6;i.  He  died  in  1737.  Af- 
ter him  was  John  Maxon,  who  died  in  1778.  Successor  to  him  waa 
the  late  venerable  Elder  William  Bliss,  who  died  in  1S08,  aged  81. 
The  church  is  now  under  the  care  of  his  son  Arnold  Bliss  and  Henry 
Burdick.  Besides  these  pastors,  this  church  has  sent  forth  a  considera- 
ble number  of  preachers,  who  have  laboured  as  assistants  at  home,  and 
also  in  diSerent  places  abroad. 

From  some  of  the  early  memliers  of  this  church  have  proceeded  f 
Humbcr  of  the  principal  characters,  in  Khode-Isbnd,  and  among  iti 
communicants  were  the  two  eovernors,  Richard  and  Samuel  Ward.i 

The  Hopkinton  chnrch  is  the  largest  In  the  Sabbatarian  connexion* 
and  indeed  In  almost  any  other,  and  contains  about  nine  hundred  mem^ 
bers.  It  was  formed  at  Westerly  in  1 708,  of  members  from  Newport, 
who  had  removed  and  settled  in  this  region.  Westerly,  at  that  time, 
comprehended  all  the  sontbwest  comer  of  the  State.  It  was  after- 
wards divided  int«  Hopkinton,  Charlestown,  &c.  This  large  churcli 
has  three  meeting-houses,  at  two  of  which  the  communion  is  adminis- 
tered. It  has  had  a  niccession  of  wsrdiy  pastors,  most  of  whom  were  ' 
remarkable  for  longevity.  It  has  alto  sent  forth  many  succexfut 
preachers.  Its  members  have  filled  varioos  different  civil  offices  In 
the  State,  and  Deacon  Babcock  is  now  (1813)  one  of  its  senators. 

Though  this  church  has  its  teat  in  Hopkinton,  yet  its  members  are 
scattered  in  a  number  of  the  adjoining  towns.  They  are  an  amiable, 
pious  people,  pretty  much  inclined  to  the  Armihian  system.  Laying* 
on-of.hands  they  generally  practise,  but  do  not  make  it  a  bar  to  com- 
munion. They  have  lately  had  a  precious  revival  among  them,  in 
which  between  one  and  two  hundred  were  added  to  their  number. 
Their  pastors,  till  lately,  were  Abram  Coon  and  Matthew  Stillman. 
Elder  Coon  died  a  short  time  since,  and  who  tncceeds  him  I  have  not 
learnt. 

"  Clatlte's  Hifltory  of  tUe  Srriilwtarians,  p.  8. 
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The  Rhode-Island  Sabbuvians,  like  tb«  Kboal  of  the  pr<^h«t% 
finding  their  place  tau  small  for  them,  have  emigrated  to  other  paiO, 
but  mostly  to  the  State  of  New-Yoiki  and  \>J  tbem  fbundatioit»  tuve 
beealaid  for  a  aumber  of  churchei  of  their  order,  which  are  ia  a  floor. 
)shing  condition,  and  tome  of  them  are  large.  Their  namMi  panon 
and  numbers  will  be  given  in  the  general  t^te. 

In  New-Jersey  are  two  churches  of  the  SeTenth-day  Baptiiti,  which 
arc  ancient  and  retpectable.  The  oldest  wai  formed  at  Piscataway, 
about  thirty  miles  from  the  city  of  New-York,  in  1705,  and  atxiK  in 
the  following  manner:  "About  1701,  one  Edmund  Dunham,  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  old  Firit>day  church  in  that  town,  admonished  one  Bonbam, 
who  wa^  doin^  some  sertile  work  on  Sunday.  Boobam  put  him  on 
proving  that  the  first  day  of  the  week  was  holy  by  divine  appointmenc 
This  Mt  Dunham  on  examining  the  point ;  the  consequence  was,  re- 
jecting, the  first  day,  and  receiving  the  fourth  commandment  as  moral 
and  therefore  unchangeable."*  In  a  short  time,  seventeen  of  the  old 
body  sided  with  Dunham ;  and  in  1 705,  they  were  formed  intoa  cburcb, 
choic  Dunham  for  their  pastor,  and  sent  him  tp  Westerly  to  be  ordain- 
ed) by  the  Sabbatarian  church  in  that  place. 

From  this  church  originated  the  one  at  Cohaniey,  in  i7S7t  which 
has  since  become  much  larger  than  the  mother  body.  It  is  situated 
ahoutfoity  miles  south-west  from  Philaddphia.  Both  (^tbese  church* 
^s  have  bad,  for  the  most  part,  worthy  pastors  \  thejr  were  founded 
and  still  continue  on  the  Calvinistick  plan  of  doctrine. 

A  third  church  of  Sabbatarian  Baptists  was  formed  in  this  State  at 
a  place  called  Squan,  in  Monmouth  county,  upwards  of  sixty  miles 
ti£l  by  north  of  Philadelphia,  in  i745>  of  brethren  from  Stoningtont 
Connecticut)  and  Westerly,  fiJiode- Island.  After  reiiiaiaing  here  up- 
wards of  forty  years,  they  bartered  their  estates  for  new  lands  sonie* 
where  towards  the  Ohio  river.  This  church  was  Calvinistick.  aitd  by 
it  was  probably  formed  the  one  in  the  Hed-*tone  country  of  the  same 
faith,  oi  vliich  Mr.  Clarke,  their  historian,  seems  to  have  obtained  do 
distinct  account. 

In  Pennsylvania  we  find  some  at  difisrcnt  timet,  who  have  united 
with  believers'  baptism  the  observation  of  the  Seventh  day.  The 
TunVer  church  at  iiphrata  is  of  this  belief,  as  will  'be  shown  in  the  his> 
■  tnry  of  ihat  people.  In  the  time  so  many  Keithian  Quakers  (of  whom 
a^  acci.unt  will  coon  be  given]  became  Baptists,  many  v€  them  fell  in 
with  the  ob^rvatioD  of  the  Seventh  day,  principally  by  the  ii^ucnce 
of  one  Abel  Noble,  who  was  at  that  time  ihe  only  Sabbatarian  Baptist 
in  Pennsylvania.  He  atiived  here,  from  what  place  I  do  not  find,  in 
1684;  he  baptized  ihe  first  Keithian  Quaker  in  1697,  and  by  biin 
man;  others  were  gained  over  to  the  Sabbatarian  faith.  About  17(0, 
foiu  churct^es  of  Sabbatarian  Baptists  were  formed  at  Newtown,  twea* 
ty-fuut  roile^lrom  Philadelphia  t  at  Pennepek,  nine  miles  ditto;  at 
Nottingham,  fifty  miles  ditto ;  and  at  French-Creek,  thirty-two  miln 
from  that  city.  A  t  this  last  place  they  built  a  meeting-houie  in  1  ^b^t 
50  feet  by  aa,  on  a  lot  of  one  acre,  the  gift  of  David  Kogers  ;  at  the 
other  places  they  met  in  private  iiouses.  Respecting  the  progress  of 
these  communities  I  do  not  find  much  information.     In  1770,  there 

•  Edwards's  Mr.trriaM'™  arc's  tlie  History  of  the  Bnptisis  ki  New-Jersey,  p. 
1^0.     Clarke's  Htstoi}^  the  Sabbatuiians,  p- 31. 
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wciSt  in  sUlfinir  ofthentt  bat  thiny-one  comnuucaiut,  and  but  one 
greachj;!,  wfaote  name  was  £iu>ch  David.* 

In  Virginia  ar«  three  churches  of  the  Sevrath-day  Baptutt  t  two  o£ 
them  belong  to  tha  Sabbatanan  Conference ;  the  third,  becsute  it  iid- 
mill  to  membership  some  brethren  who  keep  the  First  daj,  has  nofc 
been  received  into  that  body. 

In  1754*  a  cbarch  of  this  oider  of  Baptists  wa»  began  on  Broad 
Riveri  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mark,  South -Carolina,  about  160  milM 
from  Charleston.  The  leading  members  in  it  were  Thomas  Owen 
and  Victor  Nelly,  from  French-Creek^  Pennsylvania,  and  John  Gregory 
and  his  two  tons,  Kicbard  and  John,  frnm  Fiicaiawayi  New-Jersey. 
Tbcy  were  Calvinistick  in  Mutiment,  and  in  1770,  had  increased  to 
e^hteen  funiliei,  whereof  tw«nty<t6ur  persons  were  baptised.  They^ 
had  for  their  preacher  one  Israel  ZeymoK,  while  he  bebaved  well  ^ 
but  ha  afterwards  became  the  raaster  of  a  vessel,  and  next  went  into 
the  army.  **  He  was,"  says  M.  Edwards^  "  a  man  of  wit  and  learn- 
injTi  but  uiutabJe  as  water." 

Besides  ttaU  Sabbatarian  church,  there  were,  at  the  same  timet  tone 
ef  the  Tuuker  Baptists  at  Beaver-Crcek,  Clond's-Cre«k,  and  £dit(o, 
who  obssrred  the  Seventh  day. 

In  1 759,  eight  fanailies  of  the  Seventh-day  Baptiste  passed  over  frora 
South-Carolinai  and  stttled  near  Tuckateeking,  in  Georgia.  They  haii 
£Dr  their  lewler  Richard  Gregory)  the  son  of  John  Gregory,  at  Broad 
River.  Another  of  th«r  preachers  was  mtrDed  Clayton,.who  waft 
fined  a  mark  for  saying,  "  that  no  man  could  be  a  Christian  who  k«pl: 
It  concubine,  were  the  keeper  a  king,  and  the  concubine  a  countess';" 
this  was  construed  a  reflection  on  tlie  late  kiug  and  the  countess  of 
Yarmouth.  After  residing  here  about  five  years,  this  company  retired 
tO'  tdisto,  smd  left  but  few  proselytes  behind  them.-f- 

Thus  we  see  that  the  Seventh-day  Baptists  bave  been  found  in  ahnost 
every  part  of  ihe  United  Stales.  There  are  at  present  eleven  church- 
es of  tbem  united  in  an  Association  by  the  name  of  the  Sabbatatian 
General  Conference,  which  holds  its  annivertiirii's  in. different  places, 
U  best  suits  the  couvcoience  of  the  churches.  It  is  said  there^re,  Le- 
lidei  the  churches  already  named,  one  or  two  in  the  western  States,  of 
which  no  distinct  accounts  have  been  obtained. 

The  number  of  oomrounicants  in  tlie  Sabbatarian  connexion  is  a  lit>    ' 
tie  less  than  two  thousand.     But  it  is  &u|ipns«J  liy  Mr.  Clarke,  their 
historian,  that  the  Seventh-day  Sabbath  is  ubiivivcd  by  a  popuiaiioa  of 
noc  less  than  fifteen  thousand. 

in  baptism,  church  discipline,  Sec.  tlie  Sabl>:4iai  ians  differ  in  noth> 
ing  from  their  First-day  brediren  ;  in  doctrine,  somo  of  iheni  are  Cal- 
vinitts,  but  perhaps  a  greater  pan  are  inclined  to  the  Aruinian  sys- 
tem (  which,  however,  they  wiUi  to  define  for  tliemiclves. 

Uf  their  diitinguiiihing  seutinneDt  lespeciing  the  Strventh  day,  they 
are  peculiarly  tenacious  t  and  as  they  considf^r  all,  uho  do  not  legnrd 
this  day,  violators  of  the  Sai>bath  of  the  Lcrd,  they  cannot,  in  theb 
opinion,  consistently  receive  them  into  their  dturchei,  nor  sit  down 
with  them  at  the  communion-table.  Vet  they  are  willing  to  unite  with 
tliem  in  preaching,  aod  in  all  other  acts  of  devotion  and  bioiherly  love. 

*  Edwards's  Materials  towaidi  a  History  st  the  BnpiUits  In  Pciuu^rlvania,  p. 
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A(  to  die  ttricCnm  of  observing  the  Sabbtdi,  tb«r  writen  wen  t« 
differ  a  little  in  tbeir  rule*.  Some  contend  that  riiey  ought  to  keep  it 
according  to  the  spirit  of  the  fourth  commandment.  Utbers  plead 
diat  the  rigoroui  ceremonies  enjoined  in  the  Old  Testament)  are,  with 
the  rest  of  the  ceremonial  lawi,  done  awaj  under  the  new  dispentuion  ; 
•o  that  thcf  may  Uvrfolly  ride  their  horses  to  meeting,  and  do  other 
things  on  the  Sxbbath,  which  the  Jbwi  were  forbidden  to  do  c»i  their 
'  periL 

Rcgerene  Baptists. 

Tmt  tect  toolc  iti  rise  at  Nert-London,  is  Connceticnt.  about  ifae 
fear  1674  ;  for  in  that  year  one  John  KogerB  and  Jam«  hit  brodicr, 
and  an  Indian  by  the  name  of  Japheih,  vere  baptized  bj  a  Mr.  Ct«ii- 
dal,  then  a  colleague  pastor  of  the  Seventh-day  Baptist  church  is 
Newport  (  R.  f. )  The  next  year,  by  the  reqneit  of  tbeae  persons,  Wtl- 
Itam  Hiscox,  the  lenior  pastor  of  the  same  church,  and  two  of  hie 
brethren,  viz.  Samuel  Hubbard  and  hii  ion  Clarke,  made  them  a  visit; 
when  another  brother,  by  the  name  of  Jonathan,  was  baptized,  and 
these  four  persons  were  received  as  members  of  the  Sabbatarian  church, 
in  Newport,  in  their  usual  form,  by  prayer  and  the  laying-oa-of-hand& 
Soon  after  this,  John  Rogers's  father-in-law  (for  vriiat  reason  I  do  not 
find)  took  from  him  his  wife  and  children,  with  whom  he  was  never 
afterwards  united.*  Tims  John  Rogers  not  only  lost  his  wife  and 
children  in  the  outset  of  his  career,  but  upon  fier  complaints  against 
him,  he  was  carried  before  the  Deputy- Governor  of  Connecticut,  by 
whom  he  wai  lencenced  to  Hartford  gaol,  where  he  remaiiied  a 
considerable  lima. 

In  September,  167$,  the  three  Rogertes  and  Japheth,  the  Tndiaoi 
went  in  a  boat  and  brought  Mesirt.  Hiscox  and  Hubbard  to  New- 
LindoH  again,  when  the  father  and  mother  of  one  of  the  sisters  of  the 
Rogerses  were  all  baptized  by  Mr.  Hiscox,  and  were  also  added  to  die 
church  #ith  which  they  had  united.  Iliese  frequent  visits  and  ad- 
intniitrattons  of  the  Baptists,  awakened  the  jealousies  and  resentment 
4^  the  people  of  the  town,  and  the  power  of  the  magistrate' was  soon 
ecerted  in  rigorous  measures,  against  this  new  and  obnosioui  sect. 
These  few  persons,  having  adopted  the  Sevait/>  Jof  of  the  week  for  their 
Saiiali,  continued  to  pursue  their  worldly  business  on  die  Firtt,  a  prac- 
tice  very  common  with  people  of  this  behef  i  for  which  they  soon  began 
to  be  harassed,  imprisoned  and  beaten.  But  apposition  seemed  only 
to  infljme  their  zeal,  and  hurried  them  on  to  an  extravagant  and  al- 
most uneicampled  extreme.  Hitherto  these  persons,  who  afterwards 
broke  over  all  bounds  of  order  and  decency,  were  not  known  as  a  dis- 
tinct set,  but  had  a  regular  standing  ia  the  Seventh-day  Baptist  church 
at  Newpoit.  John  RogeTS,who  afterwards  became  the  fiintastick  leader 
of  this  deluded  commuitity,  on  the  foUuwiiig  occasion,  began  the  wild 
and  heedlns  career,  by  which  he  exposed  himself  so  much  to  the  cen- 
sure of  his  friends  and  tha  persecuting  violence  of  his  enemiea.  In  the 
year  1677.  Messrs.  Hitcox  and  hit  companion  Habbard  visited  NeW' 
London  a  third  time,  and  proposed  to  baptize  the  wife  of  Joseph  Ro- 
gers, another  brother  of  the  Rogers  family.     Their  meetiog  was  held 

"  It  is  related  by  Morean  Edwards  that  slie  was  aAerwanls  manicd  to  | 
lawyer,  by  the  name  td  Frutt. 
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two  .miles  from  tbe  town,  wfaere  it  wai  propowd  that  baptiim  ihoalil 
be  adinini&tend  i  but  John  wat  foi;  ao  retiiemenc  (  he  must  needi  have 
the  company  ^o  up  to  the  towni  aiid  have  the  adminiitratioa  in  tight 
and  hearing  of  tbeir  enemiM.  Jahii  was  finally  listened  to,  and  led  oa 
the  proceiiion.  Thi*  provoking  pneaiure  turned  out  as  might  havs 
been  expected  in  those  days  of  intolerance  and  persecution  i  for  while 
Mr.  Hiscoz  was  preaching,  he  was  seixed  by  the  constable  and  imm^ 
diately  carried  before  the  magistrate,  where  he  wat  detained  a  short 
time,  and  then  released.  They  i^ow  repaired  to  another  place,  and  be- 
gan to  prepare  for  the  adtninistration  {  when,  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
cpmpaiiy,  John  stepped  forward  and  prayed,  and  then  led  the  woman 
down  into  the  water,  acd  baptized  her.  From  this  time  this  sinKiUar 
man  took  it  upon  him  to  baptize,  and  also  to  administer  in  other  thingi 
in  a  minislerial  capacity.  His  relatives,  excepting  hii  brother  Jona^ 
than,  imbibed  his  spirit  and  followed  hii  dictates.  The  church  at 
Newport  attempted  to  reform  and  regulate  them  ;  but  theit  esertioni 
proved  ineffectual,  and  their  connexion  wat  soon  dissolved. 

Thus  far  the  history  of  the  Rpgerenes  has  been  compiled  from  Snck- 
ns.  The  following  is  related  in  the  words  of  Morgan  Edwards,  who 
took  his  account  from  Backus,  and  from  John  Rogers's  own  writings. 
After  mentioning  the  baptism  of  the  Refers  family,  be  says,  "  The 
most  forward  of  the  brothers  was  John  ;  for  he  took  upon  him  to  form 
the  family,  and  others  that  be  baptized,  into  a  church,  and  to  make  a 
creed,  and  to  settle  rules  of  discipline.  The  fitit  act  of  discipline  was 
the  eicomoiunicationoftm  brother  Jonathan,  for  using  medicine,  and 
refusing  to  do  things  wbich  would  bring  on  him  the  lash  of  the  civil 
magiitrate.  And  thus  John  Rogers  was  not  only  the  founder  of  the 
sect,  and  the  perun  from  whom  they  were  called  Regtrtiut,  but  the 
hero  of  the  cause,  in  suffering,  and  writing,  and  defying  )  I  say  difj'aig, 
for  he  had  not  been  long  at  the  bead  of  the  cause,  before  he  printed  and 

Sublisbed  the  following  proclamation  ;  "  I,  John  Rogers,  a  servant  of 
esus  Christ,  doth  here  make  an  open  declaration  of  war  against  the 
great  red  dragon  )  andagaiostthebeast  to-which  begives  power  |  and 
azainst  the  false  church  which  rides  upon  the  beast ;  and  against  the 
false  prophets,  who  are  established  by  the  dragon  and  the  beast )  and 
against  the  image  of  the  beast :  and,  also,  a  proclamation  of  derision 
against  the  sword  of  tlie  devil's  spirit,  which  is  prisons,  stocks,  whips, 
fines,  and  revilin^s,  all  which  is  to  defend  the  doctrines  of  devils." — His 
theory,  relative  to  baptism  and  the  Lord's  supper,  is  scriptural ;  for 
the  Rogerenes  baptize  by  immersing  professed  penitents  and  believers ; 
the  Lord's  supper  they  administer  in  the  evening,  with  its  ancient  ap- 
pendages.  Some  other  articles  of  Rogers's  creed  are  as  follow  :  "  ist. 
All  days  are  alike  unce  the  death  of  Christ,  id.  No  medicines  are  to 
be  used,  nor  doctors  nor  surgeons  employed.*    3d,  No  grace^t  meals. 

•  This  irrartonal  sentiment  tliev  carried,  with  all  the  rest  of  their  reveries, 
to  an  enthosbisttck  extreme,  by  refiisin);  to  have  midwives  tbr  women  in  travail. 
holdkig  that  they  were  to  be  rieltrered  and  healed  by  the  pcFwer  of  fnitb.  Old 
Mr.  KcRerB,(Mr.Hubbard  iufarmaus)  bad  thewbcekcf  a  loodedcart  ninover 
his  kg,  uy  which  it  was  very  much  bruised ;  and  that  he  luul,  wlien  he  saw 
hitn,  remnineii  six  weeks  in  a  meat  deptorable  condition,  but  still  sii-cniiouslr 
refiisedthe  use  (tf  any  meanv  BACKt;.s. 

AltUoA^^h  the  dcscuidanti  of  the  Rngereoes  have  generally  relintjuihlied  tlip 
peeuliaritiesafthcirancettorstyet  sane  of  UtAn  arc  still  tinctured  wt'J'  tlicir 
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4th,  AU  prayers  to  be  mmtal,  and  not  vocaI,  except  when  the  spirit 
6f  prayer  compels  tr>  the  use  of  the  vdce.  5tb,  All  imscriptural  prfiti 
of  leligioni  worship  are  idols.  6th,  All  good  ChH&tiuns  should  exert 
iriemselves  again«  idols,"  Biz.  Among  these  idols  ihey  placed  ihe 
first  day  of  tIic  week,  infant  baptism,  &c.  The  First-day  iiaQt>ath  ifaey 
called  the  Ncai- England  idol.  The  methods  they  took  to  demolish  this 
idol  wftre,  they  wvuld  be  at  work  rear  meeting-houses,  and  in  the  ways 
TO  meeting  houses  I  and  take  work  into  meeting-houses,  tlie  women 
tnitting,  and  the  men  whittling  and  making  splits  i<Tr  baskets,  and  everf 
now  and  then  contradicting  the  preachers  ;  this  was  seeking  persecu- 
tion, and  they  had  plenty  of  it ;  insomuch  that  the  New-tnglanderi 
left  some  of  ihem  neither  liberty,  nor  property,  nor  whole  skins. 

John  Rogers  was  an  anthor.  He  published  a  commentary  on  the 
Revehttioa :  he  that  hath  padence  to  read  it,  let  him  read  it.  He  also 
pnblidted  a  Midnight  Crj,  a  Narrat'eoe  »f  Saffcringt,  Scc.  These  bsC  are 
of  tome  use ;  for  out  of  them  I  hire  extracted  some  sketches  of  bil 
history  (  and  others  from  Baclcns."* 

Such  was  the  beginning  of  the  sect  of  the  Rogerenos.  Had  they  eo- 
jnyed  a  free  toleration  in  their  wild  speculations,  and  been  exposed  to  no 
more  legal  coercion  than  a  judicious  magistracy  would  have  inflicted,' 
their  zeal  might  have  snnn  abated,  and  their  sect  become  extinct.  But 
ibeir  intolerant  neighbours  and  rulers  could  exercise  no  degree  of  pa- 
tience or  forbearance  towards  tliem.  But  they  were  scrnpnloos  to 
mark  erery  provocation  (and  the  Rogerenes  were  certainly  guilty  of 
many ;)  and  being  clothed  with  power,  they  pursued  with  unrelenting 
severity,  by  frequently  hitJing  before  iRagiitrates,  imprisoning,  and 
unmcrcifijlly  whipping  a  people  whose  mistaken  zeal  ought  certainly 
to  have  excited  some  degree  of  compassion  as  well  as  resentment* 
But  the  Kcigerenes  gloried  in  tribulation  :  they  often  published  ao 
counts  of  their  persecutions  and  sufferings,  and  most  fiilly  demonttra* 
ted  to  their  enemies,  >*  that  persecution  is  the  surest  way  to  increase 
its  nbjecis." 

John  Rogers,  the  founder  of  this  extraordinary  tect,  (than  whom 
Din,aenes  was  not  mnre  churlish  and  eonlrarj  la  all  men)  alter  prosecu- 
ting his  minisir/  for  more  than  forty  jcars,  died  at  hie  own  faonse  id 
New-London,  in  1721,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age.  The  occasion  of 
his  death  was  as  follows:  The  small-pox  raged  terribly  in  Bnstont 
(Mass.)  and  spread  an  alarm  in  all  the  country  arm\nd.  Rogers  was 
contident  that  he  could  mingle  with  the  diseased,  and  that  the  strength 
of  his  faiih  would  preserve  him  safe  from  the  mortal  contagion.  Ac- 
cordingly he  was  presumptuous  enough  to  travel  100  miles  to  Boston, 
to  bring  his  faith  to  the  test,  where  he  caught  the  inflection,  came  home, 
died  with  it,  and  spread  it  in  his  family.  Thus  ended  this  singular  man. 
This  event,  to  confbnnding  in  its  nature,  had  no  apparent  effect  on  the 
minds  of  his  foUowersi  unless  it  were  to  increase  their  zeaL     Staonty 

niitinns  about  the  use  ef  medicine;  andonoftftlMin  lately,  (Id  R.I.)  when  vift^ 
tenth'  .ittacked  with  a  fever,  strenuously  I'cfiiwd  aay  mcclic.il  a.si>ii'juice.  He 
cmisi'ntcd  that  a  pliyaciiui,  who  was  a  member  oEtltectiurcb  with,  lum,  should 
visiiiiiut aaabi>>iht.-r,butniit  lu  a  doctor.  And  itw^is  not  until  his  case  was 
thi-i^i^ht  to  be  h(-lj>iess  and  h>i]K]css,  ttiuthe  consented  to  employ  uptiywiaBj 
wiiic'.ihe  tinally  did,  and  recovered. 


•  Eilwanls's  History  of  die  Baptist*  in  New-Jersey. 
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ttfler,  JcM«|)h  Bolki  publiihed  a  second  edition  of  Rocen'i  book,  en- 
titled, "  A  Midmght  Crj  from  the  temple  of  God  to  the  ten  virgin* 
ilumbering  and  ileepinj;  t  awake,  awake,  arite  1  and  gird  your  loin*) 
and  Trim  your  lamps,  for  behold  the  Bridegroom  cometh,  go  ye  there- 
fore oat  to  meet  him  !'*  Bolles  alio  wrote  a  preface  to  the  '*  Midnight 
Cry,"  in  vhich  he  tays  of  Rogers,  "  For  his  religion  be  lost  his  wife 
and  children,  and  suffered  continual  persecution,  being  nearly  one 
third  of  bis  life-time,  after  his  conversian,  in  prisons  1"  This  piece 
teemed  to  inspire  with  fresh  ardour  this  wild  community.  A  son  of 
John  Robert  succeeded  his  father  in  his  deluded  ministry,  who,  with 
many  others  of  hii  brethren,  set  out  with  redoubled  seal  to  pull  dowa 
the  dagon  of  the  land,  the  idol  Sabbath. 

In  the  year  1715,  a  company  of  the  Rogerenes  were  taken  up  on 
the  Sabbath)  in  Norwich,  while  on  their  way  from  their  place  of  mi> 
deoce  to  Lebanon,  where  tbey  were  treated  with  much  abuse  aod  ss* 
verity,  and  many  of  them  whipped  in  a  most  merciless  manner.  Thii 
occasioned  Governor  Joseph  Jenks  (of  R-I.l  to  write  a  spirited  piece 
against  their  persecutors,  in  which  he  not  only  blames  the  unnecessary 
severity  which  they  inSicted  on  the  Kogerenes,  but  he  also  reprobate* 
their  provokiag  and  ditcn'derly  conduct.  This  friendly  interposition  of 
the  Governor  involved  him  in  a  dispute  with  one  Joseph  fiackui* 
Esq.  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  Rogerenes  were  arraignetL 
which  was  probably  the  means  of  abating,  in  some  measure,  the  legal 
persecutions  which  continually  fell  to  the  lot  of  this  deluded  and  per> 
secuted  people.  The  Connecticut  rulers,  after  inflicting  on  the  Roger> 
anes,  for  almost  a  century,  their  fruitless  severities,  learnt,  at  fengthf 
what  they  onght  to  have  learnt  at  first,  that  the  wisest  way  to  deal 
with  them,  when  they  came  to  dtKorb  them,  and  proclaim  against  tha 
idol  Sabbath,  was  to  remove  them  away,  until  tbdr  worship  was  endt 
ed,  and  then  release  them  without  fine  or  correction.  This  method 
they  finally  adopted,  which  bad  a  much  better  cficct  than  their  fiarmer 
punithmenU. 

One  family  of  these  Rogerenes  were  Colven  or  Cuh«rt,*  consisting 
of  the  father,  John  Colver  and  his  wife,  (who  were  part  of  die  compa- 
ny vriiich  was  created  so  roughly  at  Noririch,  &c-)  and  five  sons  nnd 
five  daughters,  who,  with  then  families,  made  up  the  aumber  of  ai 
souls.  I'his  large  family,  in  the  year  1734,  removed  from  New-Lon* 
don,  and  settled  in  New-Jersey.  The  place  they  pitched  upon  for  resi' 
dence  was  on  the  east  side  of  Schooly  Mountain,  in  Morris  county. 
They  continued  here  about  three  years,  and  then  y>eat  in  a  body  to 
Bamagot,  in  the  county  of  Monmonth :  they  continaed  there  aboDC 
eleven  years,  and  then  returned  to  Morris  county,  and  settled  oa  the 
west  side  of  the  mounUin  from  which  they  had  removed. 

In  the  year  1 790,  the  Rogerenes  (in  N.J.)  «ere  reduced  to  twooM 
persons,  whose  name*  were  Thomas  Colver  and  Sarah  Mann ;  but' 
the  posterity  of  John  Colver  are  yet  numemns  in  Morris  county,  and 
have,  most  of  tbem*  become  repauble  meidben  of  other  religioiu  «>• 
cieties. 

*<  I  do  not  find  (lays  Mr,  Edwards)  that  the  Rogerenes  have  sufifar- 
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•d  \xj  fines  and  corporal  puiiisbment  in  New-Jeney,  more  tbao  once  ; 
"and  that  was  for  disturbing  a  Presbyterian  congregation  at  Basking- 
,  ridge  :  in  other  placet,  they  have  been  taken  out  of  meeiing-housej, 
vitn  much  pleasantry,  and  shut  up  in  stablet,  pea-folds,  (and  once  in 
a  hog-pen)  till  worship  wat  over.  Paul  speaks  of  tome  people,  wiv 
pUajed  not  God,  and  vifri  conlrarj  to  all  men  f  it  were  uncharitable  to  ap- 
ply this  to  the  Rogerenes  ;  but  facts,  for  the  course  of  ri  6  years,  look 
too  much  like  being  contrary  to  all  men  ;  and  as  for  the  spirit  that  ac- 
tuated ihem,  it  was  as  different  from  the  meek  and  humble  spirit  of 
Jesus,  as  any  two  things  could  be.  Tt  u  lurpii^ing  how  principles,  or 
education,  or  custom,  or  something,  will  make  people  differ  from  oth- 
ers so  greatly,  that  it  is  hard  to  think  they  are  of  the  same  common 
nature,  or  are  the  work  of  the  same  Maker.  Had  the  Rogerenes  li»ed 
in  the  time  of  the  Cynlcks,  they  would  have  been  ranked  with  them." 

Mr.  Backus  says  of  John  Rogers,  that  "  he  intermixed  a  number  of 
precious  truths  with  many  things  of  a  contrary  nature." 

The  Rogerenes,  in  their  language  and  some  other  peculiarities,  re- 
sembled the  Quakers  ;  hence  they  were  often  called  Quaker  Baptists. 
They  have,  some  time  ago,  become  extinct  as  a  society.  But  their 
posterity,  under  the  names  of  Rogers,  Bolles,  Sec.  are  still  numeroos  ; 
and  many  of  them  are  not  only  respectable,  but  some  of  them  are  diw 
tinguished  members  of  many  of  the  Baptist  churches  in  different  pait> 
of  New. England  and  sonae  of  the  otlier  States. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  le^rnc  that  there  is  yet  a  smaQ 
company  of  the  Rogerenes  in  Groton,  near  New-Londoa> 

Indian  Churches^ 
■  Op  these  there  li«««  been  a  few  of  the  Baptiit  denomination,  bat 
most  of  them,  at  present,  are  either  extinct  or  in  a  declining  state. 
The  oldest  churches  of  the  red  brethren  were  formed  on  the  islands  of 
Martiia's  Vineyard  and  Nantucket,  which  are  included  tn  the  State  of 
Massachnsetti.  A  short  time  previous  to  tfiSo,  some  of  Mr.  May- 
hem's converts  on  Martha's  Vineyard  embraced  the  principlei  of  the 
Baptists,  and  joined  to  the  churches  in  Newport.  And  with  the  In- 
dian eoaveits  to  believers'  baptism  came  an  Englishman  by  the  name 
<^  Peter  Folgtri  who  was  a  school,  master  among  them.  In  1694,  two 
Indian  chnrdiet  had  been  formed,  one  on  the  Vineyard,  and  the  nther 
at  Nantucket.  Their  pastor  wat  Stephen  Tackamason,  who  died  in 
1708,  and  is  said  fc>  have  borne  an  excellent  character,  both  as  3  preach- 
er and  Christian.  The  church  at  the  Vineyard  appears  to  have  been 
formed  at  Gayhead  ;  in  process  of  time  It  branched  ont  tO'Chappaqui- 
dick  on  tlie  east  end  of  the  island.  It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  progress 
of  these  three  churchts,  which  lave  become  reduced  to  one  at  Gay- 
fcead,  and  that  in  a  feeble,  declining  state.  Their  preachers,  at  differmt 
times,  have  been  Isaac  Decamy,  Jonas  Horswet,  Ephraint  Abraham, 
Samoel  Kakenehew,  Peler  Gilbert,  Sibts  Paul,  and  Thomas  Jefi«r; 
Uie  last  of  whom  is  now  pastor  at  Gayhead,  and  is  esteemed  a  sober, 
worthy  man.  All  these  were  ordained  Indian  preachers,  who  have  left 
good  characters  bdiind  them  ;  and  besides  th«se  there  have  bwn,  at 
different  times,  many  unordained  preachers  and  exhortets, whose  names 
are  not  known, 
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Feter  Folger,  though  not  z  preacher,  was  a  tuccestful  promnter  of 
piely,learning,  and  believen' ba  ptisn),aTnoiig  the  red  men  of  the  islands, 
snd  2  danghtef  of  his  wat  the  mother  of  the  famous  Dr.  Denjimla 
Franklin." 

At  Charlestown  in  the  Nirraganiet  country,  in  the  south  part  of 
Rhode- Island,  near  Point  Judith,  an  Indian  church  was  formed  proba- 
bly about  1750.  It  arose  out  of  a  Pi^lobaptist  church  of  the  Sep.uate 
order,  which  was  gathered  there  m  the  New-L'ght  it!r,  under  the 
mtntsny  of  a  Mr.  Park.  Its  first  pastor  was  James  Simons,  and  after 
bim  was  the  famous  Samuel  Niles,  who  w<ls,  in  his  day,  one  of  the 
most  eminent  Indian  preachers  in  America,  Other  preachers  have 
succeeded  hinir  but  at  present  they  are  in  a  destitute  and  broken  con>- 
didon.  la  a  visit,  which  I  paid  them  a  short  time  since,  I  found  a 
number  of  renerable  red  sisters,  who  were  much  engaged  in  the  things 
cTthe  kingdom  )  three  of  them  were  about  seventy  years  of  age.  The 
men  were  all  absent  on  a  fishing  voyage.  These  Indians  are  the  de- 
icendants  of  the  Myantick  tribe,  whose  chief,  NInegret,  refused  to  join 
in  king  Philip's  war.f  They  were  once  a  powerful  tribe,  but  are  now 
reduced  to  a  haadfnl.  The  State  has  secured  to  them  a  tract  of  land 
in  Charlestown,  which,  however,  they  do  not  know  how  to  manage  to 
advantage. 

Morgan  Edwards  supposes  that  the  forefathers  of  this  congregation 
were  ctmverted  by  the  labours  of  Roger  Williams,  which  is  not  im- 
probable, as  it  is  known  that  he  laboured  among  them  with  much  as- 
siduity  and  some  success.^ 

Among  the  Mohegan  Indians,  near  New-London,  according  to 
As|dund,  two  churches  were  formed  about  1770:  they  were  upon 
the  open  communion  plan,  and  consisted  of  Baptists  and  Pedobaptists. 
Connected  with  these,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  was  the  famous  Sam- 
son Occom,  who  afterwards  went  to  New-Stockbridge,  in  New- York. 

At  a  place  called  firotherton,  now  in  Oonda  cotuty.  New- York,  an 
Indian  church  was  formed  of  baptized  believers  in  1 798.  It  arose  in 
the  following  manner,  Nm  far  from  1770,  the  Oneidas,  one  (d  the 
Six  Nations,  granted  to  their  destitute  bretliren  of  other  tribes  a  large 
P'act  of  land  for  their  settlement.  To  it  Indiaiu  npaiied  from  Stock- 
bridze,  Long-Iiland,  from  the  Mohegans,  the  Nairagadsetts,  and  a 
number  of  other  tribes.  The  tract  was  six  mjles  square,  and  was  call- 
ed New-Stockbridgb  Rev.  M.  Sargeant,  a  Pedobaptist  missionary, 
bas  long  been  employed  among  them.  Brotherton  is  an  Indian  vIU 
lage  adjoining  New-Stockbridge,  in  which  David  Fowler,  a  pious  In- 
dian of  the  BapUst  persuasion,  settled  in  ]77Ci>  Five  others  of  his 
iHVtluen  settled  with  him,  and  by  them  a  meeting  was  maintained 
without  any  church  estate,  until  17981  then  their  number  had  in- 
creased to  twelve,  which  were  organized  into  a  chnreh  by  their  neigh- 
bouring white  brethren.  Mr.  Fowler  became  its  deacon,  and  wu  its 
princi^  leader  till  his  death,  which  happened  about  1S07.  Since 
that  ttme  they  have  been  in  a  broken  condition,  and  have,  in  a  meas- 
■r^  lost  tbeir  visibility  as  a  church.    Deacon  Fowler  was  from  Long- 

•  Biickus,  vol.  i.  p.  *j7,  4j3,  iind  ii.]).  ICG. 
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Idand,  and  tniUinsd  aa  ezcellcin  duncttr  thn»i|^  life,  Oa  Afe 
Uune  ground  is  a  Baptist  church  on  the  open  CMumtmion  pUiu  vhkli 
u  considerably  large,  and  U  under  the  care  of  a  preacher  bf  di«  aama 
of  Wawby  or  Wabby. 

No  ^nat  success  has  hitherto  attended  the  dmodi  Died  to  convert  tba 
American  Indians.  Their  want  of  a  written  language  bu,  in  matt 
caccf,  prcretl  >ninsarmouiitable  barrier  to  tboiebraeTolentwbtt«  men, 
vhc  ban  ardentir  dcnivd  their  talTs^on.  Our  aged  brother  '^"trirh 
Holmes  laboured  for  sonw  yeart  ammwit  the  Tuicaroras  and  otlm 
of  tl>e  Six  Nations  Most  of  their  chicM  and  inanj'  of  the  rest  sbowcd 
a  favourable  disposttioD  towards  the  goipeli  but  verr  few  conTCaioas 
nrc  e^Mt^  «mo«^  tbeiq. 

Keiihim  Bapt'uts. 

800M  after  the  tettlement  of  Fennsy  Wania,  a  difference  arose  among 
the  Quakers,  touching  the  lufficicncy  of  what  evtrj  tiaii  hai  wttiia  hmtik 
Jbr  Ibi  purpiut  of  hh  own  ta/vaiimu  Some  denied  that  sufficieucy,  ana 
CODsequeutly  magnified  the  external  Word,  Christ,  ttc.  above  Barctay'i 
ilieajure.  Ttieie  trcre  headed  by  the  famous  George  JCeitht  and  there- 
fore called  Keiihiaxi.  The  dificrence  rote  to  a  division  in  tbp  year  iti^ii 
when  separate  meetings  were  set  up  in  divert  patts  of  die  country,  uid 
ll  general  one  at  Burlington  in  opposition  to  that  of  Philadelphia,  This 
year  they  published  a  Cen/aiii/n  of  Faith,  containing  twelve  articles,  ini.cb 
in  Barclay's  strain,  and  signed  by  George  Keith,  Thomas  Eudd,  John 
Hart,  Richard  Hilliaid,  llioinas  Hpoten,  and  Henry  Fumis,  in  the  be.' 
half  of  the  rest.  They  aho  published  tht  rtatam  of  the  teparatioit.  Sec 
signed  by  the  same  persons  and  others,  to  the  number  of  48.  About 
the  same  time,  and  afterward,  were  published  several  other  piece*. 
The  dciign  of  those  publications  was, 

Js^  To  inform  tlie  world  of  the  principles  of  the  Separate  Quaker*. 

2d.  To  £x  the  blame  of  the  reparation  on  the  opposite  party. 

3d.  To  complain  of  the  unfair  treatment,  slanders,  fines,  imprisom 
ments,  and  other  species  of  persecution,  which  they  endured  from  their 
brethren. 

Whetlier  these  complaints  be  just  or  not,  is  neither  my  business  nor 
Inclination  to  determine.  Ifjust,  the  Quakers  have  also  shown,  "That 
every  sect  would  persecute,  had  they  but  power/'  I  know  but  one  ex- 
ception to  this  satyticat  remaik,  and  that  is  (he  Baptists ;  they  have  had 
civil  power  in  their  hands  in  Rboderlsland  government,  for  an  hundred  • 
and  thirty-six,  (qow  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight]  years,  and  yet  have 
never  abuied  it  in  this  manner,  their  enemies  themselves  being  judges. 
And  it  is  remarkable  that  John  Holmes,  Esq.  the  only  Baptist  mag- 
istrate in  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  referred  to,  refused  to  act  with  the 
Quaker  magistrates  against  die  Keithians,  alleging,  "That  it  was  a 
religious  dispute,  and  therefore  not  fit  for  a  civil  court."  Nay,  he  open- 
ly blamed  the  court,  held  at  Philadelphia,  Dec.  6 — 13,  1691,  for  refu- 
sing to  admit  the  exceptions,  which  the  prisoners  made  to  their  jury. 
However,  the  Keithian  Quakers  soon  declined ;  their  head  deserted 
them  and  went  over  to  the  Episcopalians.  Some  followed  him  thither] 
fome  returned  to  the  Penn  Quakers ;  and  some  went  to  other  societies. 
NeTprtJietess,  many  j>etsisted  in  the  sejiaraiion,  |)articularl^  at  Upper 
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Prondsnce  i  at  Ffaltailelpliia ;  at  SoutbampiDii  j  and  at  Lover  Dublin. 
Tbc»,  hj  resigning  ihemselTet  to  the  guijznce  of  Scriptonv  began  to 
find  water  in  ue  comiuuicffi  t  bread  and  wine  in  the  command ;  con>- 
munity  of  goods,  love  feast,  kiss  of  charily^  nght  hand  of  fellowship, 
anointing  the  sicic  iar  nKovtrj,  and  washing  the  disciples'  feet )  and 
dierefore  were  detennined  to  practise  accordinglf. 

The  socictf  of  Keitbiani,  most  forward  in  these  mattct^  was  that 
Inptqit  the  house  of  Thomas  PowcU,  in  Upper  Providence  t  which  for. 
wardnetSf  it  is  said,  was  owing  to  one  Abel  Nobloi  who  visited  them, 
and  was  a  Serentl^dar  Baptist  minister  when  he  arrived  in  thii  counlif. 
The  time  they  began  to  put  their  desi^s  in  practice,  was  Jan,  18, 
1697,  when  the  said  Abel  Noble  baptized  a  publick  Friend,  whoie 
name  wa*  Thomas  Martin,  in  Kedley-Creck.  Afterwards  Mr.  Manin 
bapdzed  other  Qaaken,  to  the  noraber  of  1$.  To  them  joined  one 
William  Beckingham.  who  broke  off  from  the  church  at  Cohansey. 
These  17  perions  did,  October  la*  i697(  incorporate  )  and  ptoceednl 
to  choose  a  miniiter  hj  lot.  Three  were  put  in  nomination,  William 
Beckingham,  Thomas  Bnddi  and  Thomas  Martin.  The  lot  fell  on 
the  last,  who,  the  same  daf,  administered  the  Lord's  supper  to  them, 
for  the  first  time.  Shortl}'  after,  15  more  of  the  Quakers  were  bap. 
tized,  some  of  whom  lived  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  But  in 
1700  a  difierente  arose  among  them,  touching  the  Sabbath,  which^ 
broke  up  the  society.  Such  as  adhered  to  the  obserratjon  c^tbe  Sev- 
enth day,  kept  tngnher  at  Newtown,  where  some  of  their  posterit)" 
are  to  this  day.  The  rest  lay  scattered  in  the  neighbourhood,  till  Mr. 
Abel  Morgan  gathered  together  15  of  them,  and  formed  them  into  a 
society,  now  called  the  fburfh  of  Brondjwint,  belonging  to  the  Ph3a- 
delphia  Association. 

Another  society  of  Keithian  Qoakers,  who  kept  together,  was  that 
sf  Philadelphia,  where  they  built  a  meeting.bonse  in  1^91.  Of 
these,  two  publick  persons  were  baptized  in  1697,  by  Kev.  Thomas 
Killingworth,  of  Cohansey.  Their  names  were  William  Davia  and 
Thomas  Kniter.  I'he  first  joined  Pennepek ;  the  other  kept  preach- 
ing in  Philadelphia,  where  he  baptized  one  Henry  Bernard  Hoster, 
Thomas  Peart,  and  seven  otben,  whose  names  are  not  on  reconl. 
These  g  persons  united  in  communion,  June  ta,  1698,  having  Thomas 
Rntter  to  their  minister.  They  increased,  and  contiDueiT  together 
for  9  years.  But  some  removing  to  the  country,  and  the  unbaptized 
Keithians  falling  olf,  the  society  in  a  manner  broke  up  in  i7C7i 
for  then  tlie  few  that  remained,  invited  the  regular  Baptists  to  join 
them,  and  were  incorporated  with  them. 

A  third  society  of  Keithian  Quakers  was  at  Southampton,  in  Burk's 
county  i  and  a  fourth  at  Lover  Dublin.  But  many  of  these  societie.', 
soon  also  found  water  in  the  comtnission,  and  were  baptized ;  and 
having  become  B^iitt,  they  were  soon  divided  again,  on  the  disputed 
point  respecting  the  Sabbath.  TTiose  who  adhered  to  the  observance 
of  the  Firit'day  Sat^ath,  in  both  societies,  united  with  the  church  at 
Pennq>ek. 

■Thns  have  we  seen  that  the  Keithian  Quakers  ended  in  a  kind  of 
tr«mfnrmation  into  Keithian  Baptists :  they  were  also  called  Qua. 
)c(t  Baplitis,  became  they  still  retained  the  language,  dress,  and  man- 
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ners  of  the  Quaker*.  We  have  seen  alio,  that  die  Keithiaa  or  Qoaker 
Baptists  ended  in  another  kind  of  transfonnation  into  Scventb-ilay 
Baptist!,  ihongb  some  went  among  the  Fmc-day  Baptists  and  other 
tocietiea.  However,  these  were  the  beginning  of  the  Sabbatarians  in 
Pennsylvania.  A  confession  of  faith  was  putJiifaed  by  the  Keithian 
Baptists  in  1697  :  it  consists  chiefly  of  the  ardcles  in  the  Apostles* 
creed.  The  additions  are  articles  which  relate  to  baptism  by  immer- 
sion, tlie  Lord's  supper ;  distinguishing-  days  and  months  by  namer- 
tcal  names,  plainness  of  language  and  dress,  not  swearing,  not  deht- 
ing.  Ice.  Morgan  Edwantt. 

Tunker  Baptitts. 

"Thiv  are  called  7j(nfcr»»  in  derision;  which  is  as  much  as  to  say, 
Sepi,  from  tmier,  la  pui/t  moriet  inlo  lauce  ;  but  as  the  term  rignifiet 
Dippert,  they  may  reit  content  with  the  nick-name,  since  it  it  ttw  f^te 
of  Baptists,  in  all  countries,  to  bear  some  cross  or  other.  They  are 
also  called  Tmabhrt,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  perform  baptism, 
which  is  by  putting  the  party's  head  forward  tinder  water,  while  kned' 
tng,  so  as  to  resemble  the  motion  of  tlie  body  in  the  action  of  tumbling. 
The  Germans  sound  the  letters  (  and  b  like  d  and  /;  hence,  the  words 
Tunkert  and  Tamilm  have  been  corruptly  written  Dunktrt  and  Dtm- 
fltr.. 

*<The  first  appealing  of  these  people  In  America,  was  in  the  fall  t^ 
the  year  1719,  when  about  20  families  landed  in  I^iiladelphia,  and 
dispersed  themselves,  some  to  Germantown,  some  to  Skippeck,  some 
to  Oley.  Fome  to  Conaestogo,  and  elsewhere.  This  dispersion  incapac- 
itated them  to  meet  for  pubtick  worship  ;  and,  therefore,  they  soon  be- 
ran  to  grow  lukewarm  in  religion.  But  in  the  year  1722,  Messrs.  Ba. 
ker,  Gomery,  Gantz,  and  the  Trautrs,  visited  their  scattered  brethren, 
which  was  attended  with  a  great  revival,  insomuch  that  societies  were 
formed  wherever  a  number  of  families  were  within  reach  one  of  apotli' 
•r.  But  this  lasted  not  above  three  years.  They  settled  on  their  lees 
again,  till  about  thirty  families  more  of  their  persecuted  brethren  ar- 
rived in  the  fall  of  the  year  1729,  which  both  quickened  them  again, 
and  increased  their  number  every  where.  These  two  companies  had 
been  members  of  one  and  the  same  church  which  originated  at 
Schwardzcnau  in  the  year  1 708.  The  first  constituents  were  Alexan- 
der Mack  and  wife,  John  Kipin  and  wife,  George  Grevy,  Andreas 
Bhoney,  Lucas  Fetter,  and  Joanna  Nethigeim.  'nietehad  been  bred 
Presbyterians,  except  Kipin,  who  was  a  Lutheran  %  and,  being  neigh- 
bours, they  consorted  together  to  read  the  Bible,  and  edify  one  anoth- 
er in  the  way  they  had  been  brought  up  (  for  as  yet  they  did  not  know 
there  were  any  Baptists  in  the  world.  However,  believers'  baptism 
and  a  congregational  church  soon  gained  upon  tfaem,  insomuch  that 
tbey  were  determined  to  obey  the  gospel  in  these  matters.  They  de- 
sired Alexander  Mack  to  baptize  them;  but  he,  deemmg  himself  in 
reality  unbaptizeJ,  reitised.  Upon  which  they  cast  lots  to  find  who 
should  be  administrator.  On  whom  the  lot  fell  hath  been  carefoUy 
concealed.  However,  baptized  they  were  in  tl»e  river  £der  by 
Scbwardzenau,  and  then  formed  themselves  into  a  charch ;  chooung 

•  The  word  Tunkcr.i,  in  German,  and  the  word  BafitUti,  in  Greek,  and  the 
WDiil  Di/ifitra,  in  English,  are  exactly  of  the  same  sJgnificution.       Mdmardt. 
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Alei'ander  Mxck  to  be  their  mioitter.  They  iacreaied  fast,  and  began 
to  spread  their  branches  to  Mericnborn  and  Epstein,  having  JohnNaatSi 
and  Christian  Levy  to  their  ministers  in  those  [ilaces.  But  persecution 
quickly  drove  them  thence,  some  to  Holland  and  some  to  Creyfelt. 
Soon  after,  the  mother  church  voluntarily  removed  from  Schward- 
zenau  to  Sertistervin  in  Friezland,  and  from  tlience  migrated  tO' 
wards  America,  in  1719.  And  in  1729,  those  of  Crey Kit  and  Holland 
followed  their  brethren. 

"  Thus  wB  see  that  all  the  Tunter  charches  in  America  tpranj; 
from  the  church  at  Schwardzenau  in  Germany;  that  that  church  began 
in  1708,  with  only  seven  souls,  and  that  in  a  place  where  no  Baptist 
had  been  in  the  memory  of  man,  nor  any  now  are.  In  61  years  that 
EtlU  one  iecame  a  ihrnuamd,  and  that  tmall  out  a  great  nation. 

"  It  is  very  hard  to  give  a  true  account  of  the  principles  of  the«e 
Tunkers,  as  they  have  not  published  any  system  or  creed,  except  whaC 
two  individuals  have  put  forth,  which  have  not  been  publickly  avowed. 
However,  I  may  assert  the  following  things  concerning  them  from 
my  own  knowledge.  They  are  Geiterat  BafHiiu,  in  the  sense  which 
that  phrase  bears  in  Great- Britain  j  but  not  Arians  nor  Sociniani,  at 
most  of  their  brethren  in  Holland  are.  General  redemption  they  cer> 
tainly  bold ;  and,  withal,  general  salvation  ;  which  tenets,  though 
wrong,  are  consistent.  They  use  great  plainness  of  language  and 
dress,  like  the  Quakers ;  and  like  them  they  will  neither  swear  tux 
fight.  They  will  not  go  to  law,  nor  take  interest  for  the  money  they 
lend.  Thej  common^  wear  their  beards  (  and  keep  tlie  First-daf 
Sabbath,  except  oae  congregation.  I'hey  have  the  Lord's  supper, 
with  its  ancient  attendants  of  love-feasU,  washing  feeti  kiss  of  charity, 
and  right  hand  of  fellowship.  They  anoint  the  sick  with  oil  far  ic- 
coverj  g  and  use  the  trine  immersion  of  laying-oi^of-hands  and  prayer^ 
«vea  while  the  person  baptized  is  in  the  water ;  which  may  e.isily  be 
dene,  as  the  party  kneels  down  to  be  baptized,  and  continues  in  that 
posture  till  both  prayer  and  imposition  of  hnnds  be  performed.  But 
though  their  baptism  be  well  contrived  for  trine  immersion,  yet  it  losM 
its  resemblance  of  a  ^urifU^  Their  church  government  is  purely  re- 
publican, and  their  discipline  the  same  with  those  of  the  English  Bap. 
tists,  except  that  in  Maryland  they  have  a  super  in  lendant,  whoie  name 
is  Daniel  Leatherman :  to  him  is  referred  the  decision  of  variances 
among  the  miiusters  and  people ;  and  as  the  Tunkeri  call  all  their  or- 
dained ministers  Bithapi,  it  follows  that  Leatherman  holds  the  rank  of 
Archbithop.  Every  brother  is  allowed  to  stand  up  in  the  congregatioa 
to  speak,  in  a  way  of  exhortation  and  expounding ;  and  when  by  these 
meani  they  find  a  man  eqiinent  for  inoviledgi  and  afitntit  to  teach, 
they  choose  him  to  be  a  minister,  and  ordain  him  with  imposition  of 
hands,  attended  with  fasting  and  prayer,  and  giving  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship.  They  also  have  deacons  ;  and  ancient  women  for  deacon. 
csscai  and  exhorters,  who  ate  licensed  to  use  their  gift*  statedly. 
They  pay  not  their  ministers  unleis  it  be  in  the  way  of  presents, 
though  they  admit  their  right  to  pay  ;  neither  do  the  ministers  assert 
the  right,  esteeming  it  mart  bUitid  to  give  than  to  reeeivt.  Their  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Bible  is  admirable.  In  a  word,  they  are  m^elc 
and  pious  Chtisdans,  and  have  Justly  acquired  the  character  of  tlie 
HmJett  Tmiiert. 
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«  Of  tbeie  there  afe  In  Pennsrlvania  i;  churches ;  to  which zppcr* 
tain  8  ordained  ministers,  and  13  exhonert  or  probationers,  and  4 
meeting- fa outes.  The  reason  of  their  haviiiQ;  no  more  places  of  worship 
U,  that  they  choow  rather  ta  meet  from  hogse  to  house,  in  imitation  n{ 
the  prim  itTV«  Christians.  Their  aumber  of  families  is  about  4.19,  nhicha 
allowing  five  to  a  family,  contain  about  2095  50ols>  whereof  763  are 
baptized  and  in  commnnion." 

Theie  Tuaker  churches  were  situated  at  different  distances,  in  a 
western  diiecrion  from  Philadelphia,  and  but  few^f  them  were  over  a 
hundred  miles  from  that  city.  Mr.  Edwards  has  given  a  particular 
history  of  each  of  them,  the  most  remarkable  d  which,  and  the  only 
one  whose  history  we  shall  here  relate,  is  that  at  Ephrala. 

"  This  church  is  distinguished  by  die  above  name,  which  it  the 
osme  of  die  Tillage  where  it  exists,  in  Cocolico  township,  and  Lanca*- 
ter  coaaty,  60  mUes  to  the  westwud  of  Philadelphia.  The  same  nl- 
lage  is  frequently  called  Ttmitrt  town.  It  consists  of  between  30  ant 
40  buildings,  and  standi  on  a  parcel  of  land  containing  155  acres. 
The  land  is  formed  into  a  triangle  by  the  crossings  of  the  Pazton  and 
LaacaKer  roads  and  Cocolico  ti«er.  The  places  of  worship  in  the 
Tillage  are  three.  One,  called  Sharon,  adjoins  the  sister*'  apartment 
by  way  of  chapeL  The  other,  called  Beibaay,  is  a  chapel  belonging 
to  the  apartments  of  the  brethren,  where  they  resort  to  worship,  mom- 
ntg  and  evening,  and  sometimes  in  the  night,  as  the  sisters  also  do  in 
die  other  chapet.  The  third  is  a  common  church,  called  Ziaa,  buih 
on  the  summit  of  a  little  hill,  about  200  yards  distant  from  the  other. 
Here  the  single  brethren  and  single  listers,  the  married  people  and 
their  children,  meet  once  a  week  for  jpublick  worship.  The  brethren 
bare  adopted  the  dress  of  the  white  friars,  with  some  alteration,  and 
the  sisters  that  of  the  nuns ;  and  both,  like  them,  have  taken  the  tow 
of  celibacy.  But  some  break  through  the  tow  :  then  [hey  quit  dteir 
cells,  and  go  to  the  neighbourhood  among  the  mairied  people.  All 
the  fraternity  wear  their  beards.  Their  liTeUhood  tiiey  get  by  culti< 
▼ating  the  land,  by  a  printing-office,  by  a  grist-mill,  a  paper-miU,  an 
oil-mtll,  Sec.  and  the  sisters  by  spinning,  weaTing,  sewing,  &c.  Thejr 
alept  at  first  op  hoard  couches  widi  blocks  for  pillows,  but  now  sleep  on 
beds,  and  have  otherwise  abated  much  of  the  severity  of  their  order. 
They  keep  the  seventh  day  of  the  week  for  Sabbath,  to  which  their 
founder  had  been  proselyted  by  the  remains  of  die  Keithian  Bap- 
tists, particularly  Rev,  Thomas  Ratter,  who,  in  this  affair,  was  the  dis> 
ciple  of  Abel  Noble. 

«  From  die  uncouth  dress,  the  redase  and  ascetick  life  of  thaM  pe«^, 
■our  aspects  and  rough  manners  might  be  expected;  but  on  the  contra- 
ry, a  smiling  innocence  and  meekness  grace  their  coanienancet,  and  a 
softness  of  tone  and  accent  adorn  their  conversation,  and  make  their 
deportment  gentle  and  obliginf^.  Their  singing  is  charming,  parUy 
owing  to  the  pleasantness  oftheir  voices,  the  variety  of  parts  they  carry 
on  together,  and  the  devout  manner  of  performance.  The  familiri 
belonging  to  the  society  are  about  40,  whereof  aboat  135  persotUt  in-  ' 
eluding  die  single  brethren  and  sisters,  are  baptized  aod  in  commtmifw. 
This  was  their  state  in  1770.  They  had  their  existence  as  a  society, 
on  Not.  11,  1714,  when  Conrad  Beiuel,  Joseph  Shaffer,  John  Moyer 
aoA.  wife,  Henriclc  Hehn  and  wifi^  and  Veronica  Frederick,  were  bap* 
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liced  in  Prqnes  TiTer  bj  Rer.  Peter  Baler.  The  samt  day,  theie  ureo 
Incorporated  into  a  church,  and  chose  Conrad  Beissel  to  be  their  miit 
hter.  After  this,  they  continued  some  time  at  Mill-Creek  \  aad  then* 
jemOTing  about  three  milei  nbrthward,  pitched  on  the  land  of  Rudolph 
Neagley,  in  Earl  township.  Here  they  continued  about  seven  yean* 
knd  hi^er  reiiOried  many  to  see  them,  some  of  vhicb  joined  their 
fociety.  Here  they  be^an  their  economy,  the  men  living  by  tbem- 
■ehrei  on  the  fore-mentioned  lands,  and  the  women  alto  by  ihemuilvei 
on  the  adjoining  land*  of  John  Moyly.  Here  Conrad  Beimel  appoint- 
ed two  elders  and  a  matron  to  preside  orer  bis  church  in  the  wilder* 
nets,  binding  them  by  a  lolcmn  promise,  and  at  the  same  time  giring 
to  each  a  Testament,  to  govern  according  to  the  rulei  of  that  book. 
Then  he  wichdreV,  and  made  as  thoueh  they  should  see  him  no  more. 
Thi>  was  done  in  1733.  He  travelled  northward  till  he  came  to  ttw 
spot  where  EpbraU  or  Tunkcrstown  now  stands*  and  with  hia  fa<)« 
planted  Indian  com  and  roots  for  hii  subsistence.  But  he  had  not 
been  long  in  the  place,  before  the  society  found  him  out,  and  repaired 
to  his  little  cot ;  the  brethren  letclmg  vith  him  on  the  west  bosks  of 
Cocolico,  and  the  sisters  on  the  east,  ^  in  sight  of  one  another,  with  tb«  . 
river  running  between  them.  The  next  year  they  set  about  building 
their  village,  beginning  with  a  place  of  worship.  The  village  U  iiw 
closed  with  a  urge  ditch,  aitd  fortified  with  poei%  and  rail^  and 
quicksets." 

The  author  of  the  foregoing  account  has  also  %r<nn  biogra^ical 
■ketches  of  the  ministers  by  which  these  churche*  were  fnppUed.  The 
most  distinguished  of  which,  were  Alexvuler  Mack^  Ctnuad  BeisKi* 
knd  Peter  filler. 

'■Alezahmk  Mace,  was  bora  in  die  year  i6?o  at  Schrisheim,  in 
Germany,  He  Was  educated  a  Calvinist,  but  embraced  the  Baptist 
principles,  in  1708,  arrived  in  this  country,  with  many  of  bis  congre* 

S[inn,  in  1739,  and  became  a  minister  of  Beggantown,  in  the  town- 
p  of  Germantown,  near  Philadelphia,  the  same  yeu,  where  he  con- 
tinned  till  he  died,  in  173$.  Mr.  Mack  was  a  man  of  real  piety. 
He  had  a  handsome  pabimony  at  Schrisheim,  with  a  profitable  mill 
and  vineyards  thereon ;  but  he  spent  all  in  raising  and  maintainins  hi» 
church  at  Schwardzenau,  whereof  he  was  father,  and  father  of  alldi* 
Tunkeri. 

"CoKaAD  BaiDii,  founder  of  tbc  society  at  Epfarata.  This  was 
hit  real  aattie ;  but  iriwn  he  became  a  Baptist,  he  assumed  the  name  of 
PVeidiam  Gotiredit,  and  gave  new  names  to  all  the  brrthren  and  sisters. 
He  wai  bora  in  rfipo,  at  Eberback,  in  Germany.  Bred  a  Pntfayterian. ' 
Arrired  in  Boston,  in  1710.  Thence  he  and  his  two  companions. 
Stunts  and  StrifiU,  traveled  westward  to  Pennsylvania,  and  lived  ai 
hermits  about  MiD-Creek,  and  the  Swede-Spring  in  Lancaster  county. 
He  embraced  the  principles  of  the  Baptists  in  1734.  Died  July  1$, 
1768,  Md  was  bn^ed  at  Ephrata. 

Ai  tor  his  dittracter,  I  giT«  it  m  the  wordk  of  onewho  knew  biia 
wdL  «*  He  was  rery  strict  in  his  morals,  and  practised  sdf-deni^ 
TM.  3.  iS 
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ind  nuntificfttion  to  aa  nncommcm  degree.  Entbtuiudck  wid  wlunft- 
deal,  he  certainly  wast  hut  an  apparent  devoutneu  and  sincerity  rza 
tbroagh  all  hit  oddide*.  He  wat  not  an  adept  in  any  of  the  liberal 
aiti  and  Eciencei,  except  musick,  in  which  he  excelled.  Hecompoted 
and  tet  to  miuick,  in  three,  four,  lix,  and  eight  parts,  a  folio  Tc^nme 
of  hymns,  and  another  of  anthems.  He  publihbed  a  dissertation  on 
the  fall  of  man,  in  the  mysterious  strain  ;  also  a  volume  of  letters. 
He  left  behind,  several  books  in  manuscript,  cm-iously  written  and 
embellished." 

PsTsa  MitLiK.  He  was  bom  in  1709,  in  the  bailiwick  of  Kaifer- 
lantern,  in  Germany ;  bad  his  education  in  tlie  University  at  Heilde- 
berg  ;  came  to  this  country  in  1730,  and  settled  with  the  Dutch  Plmby> 
tcrians  in  Philadelphia  ;  there  he  was  ordained  by  Rev.  Meurs.  Tei^ 
nant  Boyd,  and  Andrews,  the  same  year.  He  embraced  the  principle 
of  the  Baptists  in  1735,  and  in  1744  received  another  ordination  from* 
Rev.  Conrad  Beissel,  to  be  ^orofthe  society  at  Ephrata,  Dr.  Doug- 
las, in  his  history  of  the  provinces,  saith,  that  he  is  a  good  scholar,  and 
writes  fiae  latin."* 

The  mun  body  ofTunker  Baptists  in  America  are,  at  'present*  at 
they  ever  have  been,  in  Pennsylvania.  But  besides  those  in  that  Stat^ 
there  were,  in  the  year  1770,  according  to  Mr.  Edwards,  (who  took 
unwearied  pains  to  learn  their  history,  and  ascertain  cheir  numbers)  in 
Maryland,  4  churches  of  these  people,  in  which  were  9  ministers,  and 
38a  members.  The  number  of  famiUes,  out  of  which  the  4  churchei 
were  collected  was  169. 

In*  Virginia  were  3  chorcbes  which  contained  together  56  members; 
The  nnmber  of  ministers  was  3,  and  the  families  i  oo> 

In  North- Carolina  were  3  churches,  4  ministers,  88  families,  and 
100  members. 

In  Sonth-Caiolina,  there  were  at  the  same  time  3  churches,  but  one 
minister,  whose  name  was  David  Martin.  He  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  it  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  some  distinction,  and  t« 
have  borne  an  excellent  charaeter.  The  families  wet«  6j,  and  the 
number  of  members  108. 

There  was,  alto,  a  church  of  the  Tunkers  at  Amivell,  in  Mew  Jer- 
sey, which  was  formed  in  the  year  1733 ;  it  it  now  in  a  comfortable 
condition. 

From  the  whole,  it  appears  by  Mr.  Edwards,  that  there  were  of  the 
Tnnken>  in  America,  about  40  years  ago,  a8  dinrches,  in  which  (ex- 
cepting the  one  in  New-Jeney)  were  1455  communicatkts  j  and  that 
to  these  churches,  appertained  upwards  of  ao  ordained  minisiers  or 
bishops,  and  nearly  the  same  number  of  exhorterb  And  the  number 
of  Tunker  families  wat  669,  which,  allowing  five  to  a  family,  Mr. 
Edwards's  unifordi  and  probably  correct  mooe  of  compuution,  make* 
the  whole  population  of  the  Tunkers  3345. 

By  a  statement  of  Mr.  Edwards  for  ijgo*  it  appears*  that  o£ 
the  Tunker  Baptists  there  was  at  that  time  one  church  in  New-Jertey* 
15  ia  Peimiylvania«  7  in  Maryland,  and  in  the  more  soutbeni  States 

■  Sdwards^  HiMory  c<  the  Baptists  in  Pennsylvania,  p.  M— 9a 
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lo;  making  is  all  33  ;*  so  that  they  had  recdved  the  additioo  of  fivt 
churches  in  20  yeart.  But  what  has  been  thnr  pTogreta  since  the  lan- 
mentioned  date,  or  what  is  their  present  situation  as  to  numbers,  &c.  I 
bave  not  been  able  to  leant.  I  am  infomed  by  Dr.  Rogers  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  others,  that  *>  it  ii,  at  present,  a  Gied  principle  vith  them, 
to  make  no  communication  ;  and  that  they  feel  hart  when  interroga- 
ted respecting  their  society."  Indeed,  they  have  always  been  shy  of 
die  £nglisfa,  and  suspicious  of  encroachment  and  exposure  j  and  under 
these  cuxnmstances,  it  is  surprising  how  Mr.  Edwards,  without  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  German  language,  could  gain  inch  correct  and 
extensive  information  respecting  them,  as  he  has  cecsrded  ia  his  bis* 
torical  woi1c&. 

Many  of  the  churches  mentioned  by  him  have  become  extinct,  and 
«thers  have  sufiered  great  diminutions,  and  it  is  generally  believed  that 
Am  society  is  declining  ;  but  still  they  are  considerably  numerous  in 
Pennsylvama  and  Maryland,  and  small  detachments  of  them  are  to  be 
found  in  most  of  the  sonthem  and  western  States.  While  they  have 
declined  in  some  places,  and  become  axtimec  in  othen,  they  hare  emi- 
grated to  remoter  regions,  and  formed  new  ettablishnients,  tome  of 
which  are  very  large.  One  of  these  is  in  the  Allegany  Mountains,  in 
Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  a  place  called  Brothers'  Valley, 
near  the  town  of  Berlin,  about  200  miles  westward  of  Philadelphia. 
There  1$,  also,  another  lu^e  society  in  the  Red-stone  county,  beyond 
the  mountains,  on  Jacob 's-Creek,  in  the  countiesof  Fayette  and  Wesi- 
Ooteland.  It  is  believed,  that  some  other  societies  have  been  formed 
in  Pennsylvania,  since  Mr.  Edwards's  account  was  taken  j  but  I  have 
been  able  to  learn  nothing  respecting  them. 

These  people  have  also  become  advcnturert  to  the  western  States 
of  Ohio  and  Kentucky ;  and  some  of  them,  I  have  been  informed, 
have  settled  not  far  from  Detroit,  in  the  Michigan  Territory, 

n»  following  anecdote  of  a  preacher  from  that  country,  by  the 
name  of  John  Mestemer,  was  related  to  me  by  the  Rev.  David  Jones, 
of  the  Great  Valley,  Pennsylvaitia,  to  whom  it  was  related  by  Mr. 
Mes^nur  himselt 

"  While  visitiuR  my  brethren  in  these  parts,"  (said  the  'I\inker  in 
his  broken  English)  "  I  thoAghi  I  wouldgo  to  de  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  hear  some  of  de  pieachers  dere.  I  first  went  to  hear  de  Univer- 
■alists }  and  I  found  dey  preach  no  heU  dere,  but  dey  teem  have  no  re. 
ligion  too.  I  next  go  to  hear  de  Methodittt,  and  dey  preach  all  htUj 
but  dey  aeem  have  good  deal  religion  too.  I  next  go  to  hear  de  Bap- 
tists, and  dey  preach  some  ^  and  some  bematt  and  this  I  thought 
was  de  rightett  wxy." 

It  is  diSicuk  to  say  what  are  the  deSnite  doctrinal  sentiments  of 
the  Tunkers  ;  it  is  said,  however,  that  they  hold  the  doctrine  of  uni> 
vmal  salvation,  and  hence  they  are  often  called  Universalists  •  but 
tbia  sentiment  they  are  ijot  forward  to  advance,  nor  strenuous  to  de- 
fend ;  and  it  is  probable  they  maintain  it  with  some  peculiar  quslifi- 
cations 

The  Tosken  still  maintain  thetr  former  umidicity,  and  most  of 
Aoie  dbtinguished  religious  maxtmi  and  peculiar  domettick  habitf, 

■  Edwards's  History  of  the  Baptists  in  New-Jersey,  p.  14J, 
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wbieb  Mr.  Edwarji  aieHbei  to  them.    But  ^  the  belt  lofennatka  t 

can  gaiiii  they  have  much  depreciated  as  to  vital  religion,  and  appear 
too  generally  contented  with  keeping  np  their  exreraal  fomu,  whib  but 
little  of  the  power  of  gbdlinest  ii  to  be  foond  atnon^it  tbem-  Sot  ai 
tfaey  have  not  coofbnned  to  the  luucriptoral  traditions  of  meii,  bat 
have,  in  the  midst  of  their  lukewaxmnesi  and  dedennoa,  pincived  «• 
centially  the  ptimitive  mode  of  administering  the  (wdioance  c^  Bap> 
tism*  we  shall  give  them  a  place  among  th«  Americaa  fiajitisu. 

Menmnites, 
"TiiiiK  have  their  denomination  from  the  persooal  name  of  Men- 
no  Simon,  a  native  of  Witmarsi  and  a  man  of  parts  and  learning,  who 
carried  the  refonnation  one  step  farther  than  either  Luther  or  Calvin  i 
and  who,  no  doubt,  would  have  been  ranked  with  the  chief  refbrwi- 
ers,  had  there  not  been  some  cross-grained  fatality  attending  the  lau- 
dable deeds  of  Baptists,  to  prevent  their  having,  in  this  world,  the 
.  praise  they  deterve.  He  was  bom  in  the  year  1505.  Got  into  ot- 
iers  in  1538.  Continued  a  famous  preacher  and  disputer  to  1531, 
when  he  began  to  sospect  the  validity  of  many  things  in  the  church 
tX  Rome,  and  among  the  rest,  that  of  infani  hapi'um.  He  discoveicd 
Us  GOspicions  first  to  the  doctors  of  his  own  fraternity  ;  but  they, 
resolvmg  all  to  the  alnthonty  of  the  church,  relieved  him  not.  Tbn 
be  TtHted  Luther  and  many  besides,  who  had,  at  the  dme,  avowed 
Has  word  of  God  to  be  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice  in  relig- 
ions conceromenti.  What  satisfaction  they  rave  him,  touching  oth- 
tr  natters,  I  do  not  find ;  but  their  eroonaing  infant  b^tism  on 
consequences  and  expedience,  rather  than  on  any  express  precept  or 
ptecedentf  increased  his  snsptcion.  He  then  betook  himself  to  the 
close  study  of  the  New-Teitamemt  and  ecclesiastical  history  1  and  find- 
ing no  traces  of  it  b  the  first  and  second  century,  nor  yet  in  the 
word  of  God  t  and  strong  indications  of  heBevm'  h^Um  in  both,  be 
tenonnced  the  foraier,  and  embraced  the  principles  of  tbe  Baptists, 
BOtwithsianding  the  disgrace  which  the  profession  had  been  bnmght 
under  by  the  appearance  of  some  Baptists  in  tho  insurrection  of  tfao« 
times,  which  were  common  throughout  most  parts  of  Gennany." 
These  insurrectioni  were  not  of  the  religious  kind,  but  struggles  of 
the  people  for  civil  liberty  against  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  the 
princes.  In  some  of  these,  not  a  Protestant  of  any  denoninxtion  was 
found.  In  none  of  them  were  the  Protestant  Baptists  cither  the  ^;i- 
utors  or  the  most  numerons )  no,  not  in  that;  of  Mnniter.  Tbe  ci»- 
trivers  of  this,  and  the  first  ^at  appeared  in  it,  are  well  kno^ni  to  be 
of  other  denominations ;  and  though  three  Baptists,  one  by  hii  wealth, 
■nd  tbe  other  two  by  their  superior  skill  and  counge,  became  princi- 
pals in  fighting  thf  tyrant  and  defending  the  town,  yet,  had  they  not 
the  guilt  of  the  plotters  nor  of  the  first  insurgents ;  nor  were  the 
Baptists,  under  their  command,  many,  in  comparison  of  the  other  citi- 
xena  and  boors  which  made  the  whole  body  of  the  amdW*  of  MtmiUTt 
8s  they  arc  called.  Nev'enhelesi.  the  blame  of  the  whole,  is  fixed  oa 
the  Baptists,  contrary  to  all  fair  dealing  and  the  historical  evidence  of 
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&ct>)  and  foOovttbemtodiUdayeTen  mTonin  cooBtrio*  Menao 
Cflndnped  preuhing  and  planting  diarcbei  in  the  vaiious  pam  df  tha 
low  counviet,  for  a  conne  of  abont  thirty  years,  and  died  in  peace* 
Janaary  £  i,  1561,  after  having  been  htmted  lilce  a  partridge  on  the. 
mountain  by  both  ProtestantB  and  Papitts.  The  faith  and  order  of 
this  eininent  reformer  may  in  tome  meaiare  be  gathered  from  the 
fragment*  of  bit  worki  vhich  are  now  extant.  A  Getural  Saftut,  ai 
that  character  is  understood  in  Great-BritaiOi  be  certainly  was;  but 
I  have  not  seen  sufficient  CTidence  of  his  being  what  i»  now  caUe4 
an  Arian  or  Socinian.  I  rather  think  that  the  term  Anoinian  or 
Remonstrant,  would  better  suit  his  religious  sentiments.  But  the 
MeoDoniies  in  PenniylTania,  and  in  other  parts  «f  the  world,  have 
■omewbat  deviated  &oro  Menno,  in  matten  both  of  fiixb  and  practice ; 
paiticvdarly  in  that  of  baptiini.  He,  In  his  Declaration  cnncerainK 
Christian  baptism  in  water,  printed  in  1539,  pagfe  24,  expressly  lait!^ 
"  After  we  have  searched  ever  so  diligendy,  we  shall  find  no  other 
baptism  besides  dippitig  in  ivaier,  which  is  acceptable  to  God,  and  main* 
tained  in  his  word."  After  which  he  adds,  page  39,  "  Let  who  will 
oppose,  this  is  the  only  mode  of  baptism  that  Christ  Jesus  initituted, 
and  the  Apostles  taught  and  practised."  Accordingly  Menno  waa 
dipped,  and  did  dip  others.  His  successors  did  the  same,  except  whea 
Aey  made  proselytes  in  prisons,  or  were  hindered  from  going  to  rivers  % 
and  this  they  excused  from  a  cnniideration  of  necessity  ;  just  as  Cyp- 
rian, in  his  6yth  epistle,  excuses  the  usage  of  ifrtnirmg  oTpoariag  in- 
stead of  dipping,  because  tlie  subjects  were  confined  to  Uieir  beds* 
which  made  it  be  called  CUn'ual  Baftitm.  But,  as  in  Africa  10  in  Eu- 
rope, what  was  done  at  first,  out  <u  a  supposed  necessity,  became  af- 
terwards to  be  practised  out  of  choice.  What  excused  Ae  Mennoo- 
ites  in  Europe,  excuse  them  not  in  Pennsylvania.  In  the  former  they 
made  converts  in  prisons,  whom  they  could  not  lead  to  the  water,  and\ 
therefore  fetched  water  to  them.  In  the  former,  they  were  hindered 
from  going  to  rivers,  and  therefore  did  as  well  (u  they  could  in  the 
inner  chambers ;  but  in  Pennsylvania,  every  one  may  do  what  is  right 
in  his  own  sight,  without  either  fear  or  shame.  It  is  earnestly  prayed, 
therefore,  that  the  Mennonites  of  America  will  return  to  follow  Menno 
m  an  alTair  wherrin  be  was  so  eminent  a  follower  of  Christ,  and  his 
Apostles ;  especially  as  so  many  of  the  common  people  have  desired  a 
restoration  of  itmneriiiM,  and  have  gone  off  to  the  Tunkers  for  the 
want  of  it.  Touching  the  subjects  of  baptism,  the  Mennonites  still 
retain  their  integrity,  by  administering  the  ordinance  to  none  but  those 
who  profess  biu  and  repentance,  and  make  vows  of  subjection  to  the 
Ootpel  of  Christ }  which  keeps  up  the  distinction  between  world  and 
eiurcb  s  for  where  baptizing  infants  prevails,  there  can  be  no  worU^ 
all  are  church  1  bnt  they  do  not  prefer  dipping,  llietr  common  mcib- 
od  is  this :  The  person  to  be  baptized  kneels ;  the  minister  holds  his 
hands  over  Um,  into  which  the  deacon  pours  water,  and  througb 
which  it  runs  on  the  crown  of  the  knceliugpcrson's  head  ;  after  which 
follow  imposition  of  bands,  and  prayer.  Th*  parents  sometimes  insist 
on  their  children's  being  baptized  before  they  will  consent  to  tbeir 
marriage ;  which  I  wish  they  would  not,  lest  any  be  forced  to  a 
thing,  which  should  be  a  matter  of  personal  chnic^  following  convic- 
tions and  calls  of  conscience  1  for  then  only  ii  baptjsin  what  it  sbovM 
be,  tbt  aw*r  »/ a geod toniiuiui tcwardi  Cad.     s  PMer,  iiL  ai. 
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"  "Dae  prineiplet  xnd  pracuees  vX  the  Mennonitet  in  PcnniylTanut 
Biay  be  seen  in  their  Confession  of  Faith)  published  at  Philadelphia,  is 
1727.  This  coofeuioDi  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  orthodox ;  and  is  no  other 
than  a  uanslaiion  of  that  framed  and  published  at  Dordrecht,  ia  163a, 
hy  deputies  ftom  all  the  Memionites  in  Europe.  But  a>  the  book  a 
■carce.  i  may  be  allowed  to  mention  some  particulars. 

"  Tlie  Memionites  do  not,  Lke  the  Tunkcrs,  held  the  doctrine  of 
geaeral  tafwuioa  ;  yeti  like  themi  tlie;  will  neither  swear  nor  fight,  aot 
bear  any  civil  <M£ce,  nor  go-to  law,  nor  take  interest  for  the  money 
they  lendi  (though  many  oreak  through  this  last.}  Someof  them  yet 
wear  their  beards ;  nor  are  the  ancient  rites  of  wathing  fixt,  kc  wbc^f 
out  of  use  among  them.  They,  like  the  Tunkers,  use  sreat  pUinness 
of  speech  and  dress.  This  last  is  so  capital  a  point  with  them,  that 
•cme  have  been  expelled  from  their  societies,  for  having  buckles  to 
their  shoes,  and  pocket-holet  to  their  coats.  Their  church  goreroment, 
like  that  c£  all  Baptists,  is  wholly  democratical  or  republican.  Thnr 
ministers  they  choose  by  balloting  ;  and  when  two  or  more  are  tfam 
nominated,  they  leave  it  to  the  decision  of  lots,  which  shall  be  the  num. 
They  do  not  pay  them  ;  nor  do  their  ministers  assert  their  right  to  a 
livelihood  from  the  Gospel,  llieyare  putinto  their  office,  by  the  lay- 
ing on  of  the  hands  of  the  presbytery,  attended  with  fasting  and  prayer. 
They  call  their  ordained  ministers  bishops,  which  term,  though  as  scrip- 
tural as  pastor,elder,&c.  other  dissenters  avoid,  as  if  they  were  conscious 
that  the  proper  office  of  bishop  is  not  among  them.  The  brothers  are  al> 
lowed  to  speak  in  the  church  by  way  of  exhortation  or  expounding,  but 
are  not  permitted  to  preach  pnblickly,  till  cbey  obtain  license  from  the 
church.  These  they  call  preachers,  helps,  eibortert.  Their  aim  ia 
America,  is  to  have  a  fmu  ministry  rather  than  a  learned  one ;  bnt  in 
Europe  ihey  covet  both,  and  have  a  college  among  them  for  the  ptir- 
poEc*  The  epithets  which  these  people  give  themselves  in  their  wrili> 
ings  arei  ffamlcu Ctrutim,  Rneagrltu  Chr'ut'uuut  Weatctdtti  CirittiaM, 
&C.  and  as  such  are  they  considered  by  the  rulers  of  the  province,  and 
by  those  of  other  States.  Remarkable,  on  this  subject  are  the  words 
of  the  Dutch  ambassador  (Van  Benning)  to  Moitsietir  de  Turenae  : 
*>  The  Mennonites  are  good  people,  and  the  most  commodious  to  a 
State  of  any  in  the  world;  partly  because  they  do  not  aspire  ts 
places  of  dignity ;  partly  because  they  edify  the  community  by  the 
simplicity  of  their  manners,  and  application  to  arts  and  industry }  and. 
partly  because  we  fear  no  rebellion  frtMn  a  sect,  who  make  it  ao  arttde 
of  their  faith  never  to  bear  arms."  Their  industry  and  frugality 
they  carried  with  them  to  Pennsylvarua,  and  thereby  arc  become  very 
wealthy.  Some  Mennonite  families  were  in  the  province  ai  early  as 
the  year  i6gi,  who  came  hitlier  from  New-York  government,  which 
at  first  belonged  to  the  Dutch,  and  was  called  New-Netherlands^  ex- 
tedding  from  the  river  Delaware  totheriverofConnecticuL  They  set 
ded  in  the  neigbboarhood,  now  called  Germantown  and  Frankfort,  &c> 
Other  families  soon  followed;  and  after  them  many  caaie  directly  from 
Europe,  insomuch  that  May  13,  1708,  there  was  a  church  settled  at 
Germantown,  consisting  of  5 1  members,  which  exists  to  this  day,  and 
is  not  only  the  first  in  the  province,  but,  ia  tome  sort,  the  mother  of  aS 
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the  rest.  In  sbont  i6  yt^t  after.  thiivhiiTcb  had  branched  ont  to 
Skippek,  Coneitogo,  Great-Swamp,  and  Monatony,  and  become  five 
churcbei  (  to  which  appertained  16  ministen,  via.  Rvr.  Meuts.  Jacob 
Goottcchalk,  Menrf  Kolb,  Martin  Kolb,  Cleas  Johnsen,  Michael  ZeU 
glett  J6hn  GoTgai,  John  Coneradi,  Cleai  Rictingfaauwn,  Hans  Burg- 
hahzer,  Clirittian  Heer,  Benedict  Hircttyi  Martin  Deer,  Johnnet  Bew> 
aian,  Velter  Clemer,  Daniel  Langanecker,  and  Jacob  Beghtlf.  The 
pietent  (1770)  state  of  the  Memionites  in  this  provioce  is  as  follows; 
1st,  Their  chnrcbesi  which  contain  many  branehesi  are  i^.  2d,  The 
meeting-booiec  belonging  to  them  are  41.  3d,  Their  ordained 
ministers  or  bishops  are  15.  ^,  Their  probationaiy  or  licensed 
preacfaeri  are  53.  jtb,  The  families  are  about  8(o,  which,  allowing 
5  to  a  family,  contaia  4050  souls  ;  whereof  1448  persons  are  baptized' 
and  members  of  their  diurches.  This  account,  I  believe,  is  pretty  ex- 
act, except  the  county  of  Lancaster  hath  introduced  any  error  into  it  ; 
for  in  that  county  I  have  not  met  with  as  much  readiness  to  gire  me' 
the  information  I  sDUght,  as  in  the  other  counties  t  owing,  I  b«lieve  to 
a  mspicion,  that  a  knowledge  of  their  state  would  tome  way  or  other 
be  to  their  prejudice.    ' 

**  In  the  year  1 743,  the  Mennonitet  began  a  settlement  in  Frederick 
county,  Maryland,  5(1  miles  N.W.  from  Annapdis,  and  iii  S.W.  from 
Philadelphia  I  and  in  1770,  according  to  Mr.  Edwards's  account, 
tbeir  society  had  increased  to  about  400  families,  in  which,  allowing  5 
to  a  fiimHy,  were  aooo  souls,  whereof  8<Si  were  baptiaed.  In  thb 
large  community  were  five  ordained  ministers  or  bishops.  The  Men- 
AOniteS)  also  founded  a  society  in  Augusta  county,  Virginia,  in  the 
year  1 7;  a,  which,  at  the  time  aboroinentioned,  had  increated  to  about 
100  families,  whereof  53  were  baptized."* 

From  the  foregoing  accoimts  it  appears,  that  there  were  of  the  Men- 
nonitesin  America,  in  theyear  T7701  [5churchest  about  zo  ordained 
niniUers  or  bishops,  as  they  call  them  ;  between  50  and  60  probation- 
fry  or  licensed  preachers  t  3361  communicants  j  [3  10  families;  and* 
allowing  ;  to  a  family,  6550  souls,  llieir  number  has  probably  de- 
creased unce  that  period,  although  they  are  at  present  coniiderably 
numeront.  Bnt  as  they  have  changed  the  administration  oif  baptism, 
from  immersion  to  affusion,  and  thereby  not  only  departed  from  the- 
only  scriptural  mode  of  administering  this  ordinance,  but  also  from 
the  example  of  the  noble  founder  of  this  sect,  we  shall  wholly  leave 
Aem  out  in  our  enumeration  of  the  American  Baptists. 

*  Edwards's  f^story  cf  the  Baptists  bPermsylvanitu  p.  90— 98L 
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CHAP.    XK. 

Missimary  Societiei^ 

THE  mait  conuderable  institution  of  this  kind  among  the  BipdM 
in  AmericH  wu  fanned  at  Bokou  in  iSoz.  It  mntt  be  conudered  as 
Ha  appendage  of  the  Warren  Atcociadon,  ai  it«  principal  promoten 
w«re  mcmben  of  that  body.  Since  the  Boston  Auociation  has  been 
fonsedt  it  baa  been  patronized  by  both  of  theae  communities.  About 
the  tiaoe  thi>  wcietf  arosct  there  were  nuuij  Macedonian  <rle*  ftota 
di&erant  patti  of  the  counti  jt  and  a  aiimber  of  zeaknia  preadien  stood 
i«ad7  to  go  forth  to  labour  among  the  deuimte,  provided  they  could 
hav^tomeauUunce  to  bear  them  on  the  way.  In  this  posture  oFx& 
birs)  proposition  was  made  by  Dr.  Baldwin  and  otfaen  for  establidiing 
S  society  upon  a  minioaary  plan.  Many  were  fearful  of  engaging  in 
the  uBtkrtaiting  \  but  an  attempt  was  madci  which  has  been  crowncil 
with  abundant  incceti.  The  Erst  year  they  received  bat  about  159 
dollars,  but  their  receipts  have  increased  yearly,  10  that  tbey  hxn 
now  in  eleven  y«ars  received  abont  13,000  dollars  j  most  of  which  liaa 
been  expended  in  sending  missionaries  is  th«  District  of  Miune,  in  No. 
VB-Scotia,  in  the  Canadaa^and  in  the  back  settlements  «f  New.Ham[^ 
shire,  Vermont,  New- York,  and  some  other  States. 

The  minutets  who  have  been  employed  by  this  society,  are  Elden 
Isaac  Case,  Joseph  Comelli  Peter  P.  Roots,  Lemuel  Covel,  John  Trif^- 
David  Iri^  Jesse  Hanwelt,  Phinehas  Filsbury,  Henry  Hale,  Barna- 
bas Perlciat,  Samuel  Rowly,  Clark  Kendrick,  Samuel  Ambrose,  Ste- 
pben  Parsons,  Hezekiah  Fettet,  Samuel  Churchttl,  Samuel  Nelson* 
Simeon  Coombs,  John  Chadburo,  Henry  Kendall,  and  others.  Of 
diese  missionaries,  Messrs.  Case  and  Roots  have  been  almost  constant* 
ly  in  the  employ  of  this  society  for  six  or  eight  years  past.  The  first 
lus  labowed  mostly  in  the  District  of  Maine,  New-Bmnswick,  and 
Nova-Scotia ;  the  othcF  in  the  back  settlements  of  New- York  and  in 
Upper  Cannada.  This  society,  in  181  r,  had  twenty  mtsstonaHes  in 
its  employ ;  they  laboured  upon  an  average  almost  four  months  each, 
and  the  sum  total  of  their  services  was  over  six  years ;  their  salaries 
amounted  to  1600  dollars,  that  is,  160  dollars  a  year,  or  five  dollan  a 
week,  for  each  missionary. 

This  society  received  at  one  time  600  dollars  from  the  late  Richard 
Devens,  Esq.  a  Congregationalist  of  Charlestown.  Besides  this,  very 
considerable  assistance  was  received  ax.  other  times  fiY)m  that  liberal 
gentleman.  A  number  of  Female  Mite  Societies  have  been  distin- 
Kuished  auxiliaries  of  this  evangelical  institution.  The  first  society  of 
this  kind  was  formed  in  Boston  in  1809.  This  has  contributed  500 
dollars  ;  the  Boston  Cent  Society  about  400  )  and  a  society  of  little 
children  in  the  same  town  85  doUais.  The  Providence  S^ce  Society 
has  forwaided  to  this  missionary  board  about  550  dollars  t  the  one  in 
Salem  over  400  ;  and  another  in  Haverhill  394.  Similar  Societies 
have  been  formed  in  Newton,  Attleborough,  Rehoboih  or  Seckonk, 
Waneu,  Newport,  and  other  places,  by  which  sums  of  considerable 
wnonnt  have  been  contributed.  These  Societies  are  formed  of  religious 
women,  and  of  those  who  are  favourably  disposed  towards  the  pcopa- 
gation  of  the gospd  abroad;  tbdr  rule  is  to gire  a  cent  a  weeli^  thac 
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U,  fifty-two  cenU  a  year :  those  who  are  dispoisd,  give  more.  Tbey 
tnake  tbcir  collections  quarterly,  and  by  ih'sir  kiiduble  eiertiosst  by 
this  new  and  unprecedented  economy  of  raising  moDey  in  a  way  which 
uo  one  can  feel,  these  Kjciettes  hafe,  together,  within  a  »ery  few  years 
pa&t.  contributed  for  missionary  purpoeet  between  two  And  three  thou- 
sand dollars. 

ITic  Baptists  in  NewYork  began  to  exert  themselyes  In  the  luiMion- 
Uy  cause,  b  connexion  with  the  Presbytetlans  in  that  city,  about  th« 
beginning  of  die  present  ceuiury.  By  their  united  efibits,  turns  of 
considerable  amount  were  raised,  and  missiotiai-ieB  wera  sent  out  in 
different  directions.  Mr.  Holmes,  of  the  fiaptiit  order,  was  stationed 
among  the  Six  Nations,  where  he  laboured  a  number  of  years  to  some 
effect.  But  our  brethren  not  finding  matters  to  go  on  according  to 
their  minds,  in  1806  withdrew,  formed  a  society  by  themselves,  and 
very  good  success  has  attended  their  eiertiotii.  Since  they  began 
their  operations,  the  siim  total  of  their  receipts  amounli  to  about 
5500  dollars.  They  expect,  ia  the  spring  of  1814,  to  receire  a  tbou- 
kand  dollars,  lately  bequeathed  the  society.  The  missionaries  they 
Iiave  employed  are  Messrs.  Charles  JLahatt,  Ellcanah  Holmes,  Luk6 
Daiis,  William  Pierce,  Daniel  Steer^  Samuel  West,  James  Hairii, 
Enoch  Fcirlt,  and  Edmund  J.  Rels. 

Since  the  late  unhappy  divisions  In  New.Vork,  the  ^trst  church  ill 
that  city  has  operated  in  misuonaiy  affairs  in  a  distinct,  individual  ca- 
pacity, and  has  collected  between  four  and  five  hundred  dollats. 

llie  Philadelphia  Association  set  on. foot  a  missionary  plan  about 
1 8oo.  Tfaeir  receipts  for  some  years  at  first  were  not  large,  but  there 
has  been  a  promising  increase  of  their  means  {  so  that  they  have  been 
enabled  to  send  the  Gospel  to  many  Restitute  places  in  the  back  parts 
of  Pennsylvania  and  in  the  north-east  parts  of  Ohio.  They  have  em> 
ployed  as  missionarini  Messrs.  Thomas  G.  Jones,  Thomas  Smiley, 
Henry  George,  William  West,  and  others. 

The  NewJersey  Association,  at  the  time  that  it  came  out  of  the 
Philadelphia,  established  a  Missionary  Society  within  its  bounds  ;  anJ 
in  the  year  1 8 1  a,  its  receipts  from  different  sources  amounted  to  about 
300  dollars.  What  it  has  received  this  preseut  year  I  have  not  learnt, 
but  it  is  hoped  not  a  less  sum. 

The  Virginia  Baptists,  with  all  their  ample  means,  do  not  yet  seenl 
to  have  interested  themselves  In  missionary  concerns. 

In  North -Carolina  a  few  years  since  an  institution  was  formed  by 
the  name  of  the  Pbilanthroplck  Baptist  Missionary  Society ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  thing  considerable  has  yet  been  effected  by  it. 

By  the  Charleston  Association  a  Missionary  Society  was  begun  iit 
I  Bo].  It  had  for  its  principal  object  the  sending  of  tlie  gospel  to  the 
Catawba  Indians,  who  inhabit  their  State,  of  whom,  and  also  of  thti 
success  of  the  mission  to  them,  some  account  is  given  in  VoL  II.  pi. 
146,  147.  In  1810,  this  society  had  collected  by  annual  contributiona 
giifgd :  60  of  which  £1850  :  7S  had  been  expended  in  paying  the 
salaries  of  their  missionary  and  school-master,  purchasing  books,  &c.* 
It  has  probably  received  about  gioo  a  jear  since,  which  would  now 
(1815]  make  the  sum  total  of  its  receipts,  about  £2500.     It  appears 

■  Farman's  Hbt  of  the  Charleston  Assocbtinn,  p.  13. 
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br  die  Minatet  of  the  Aiiociacioa  for  1812,  that  bthatyearCisa  t  j« 
ime  received  from  the  Wjuimalaw  and  Edista  Female  Mite  Society,  bf 
the  hundt  of  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Adams,  aod  Mri.  Hepzibah  Towmend. 
When  we  go  back  from  the  seaport  towns,  ve  find  a  considerable 
number  of  miuionarr  enabUihments,  The  Shaftcbury  Auociatioii, 
early  id  the  beginniag  of  thit  century,  began  to  make  exettioni  to  tend 
the  Gospel  to  die  deititnte.  Elders  Blood,  Warren,  Covel,  and  othet* 
of  their  mott  dininguithed  preanhert,  before  that  periodi  had  made 
many  evangehcal  excursions  into  remote  regions  on  their  own  expense. 
In  1801,  it  appears  by  their  Minutet,  that  Mr.  Covel  made  "apriq>o 
sition  for  raising  a  fund,  by  contribution,  for  sending  missionaTies  to 

£  reach  the  Gospel  in  dntitnte  parts  of  the  frontier  seulemeotx,  and  ■■ 
r  as  they  should  have  opportunity,  among  the  natirei  of  the  wiU 
(Ferness,"  The  next  year  some  small  sums  were  tent  in  j  the  year 
Bfter,  their  contributions  amounted  to  almost  80  dollars ;  and  from  that 
period  they  have  made  annual  collections  from  churches,  mite  societies 
ud  individuals,  from  90  to  180  dollars.  The  turn  total  of  thdrcontr^ 
butions,  from  1801  to  the  present  time,  must  amount  to  npwsrdi 
of  1500  dollars. 

In  the  bounds  of  tlie  Otsego,  Madison,  and  Franklin  Associx' 
ttoiu,  has  been  farmed  an  iiutitution  for  mitsionary  purpoees,  by  the 
name  of  the  Hamilton  Missionary  Society.  It  was  begun  in  1807, 
and  had,  to  181 1,  sent  out  missionaries  into  different  parts,  to  the 
amount  of  almost  seventy  weeks.  Auxiliary  to  this  is  a  society  of 
religious  and  benevolent  ladies,  in  the  town  of  Hamilton,  who,  by  la- 
king  hold  of  the  distaff,  have  furnished  clothing  for  their  missionary 
farenircn.  In  February  1811.  they  presented  the  missionary  board 
with  iwrnlj  yards  of  fine  woollen  cloth  of  their  own  manufacture.  Is 
the  town  of  Carcnovia  a  similar  society  has  heen  formed,  who  have, 
with  their  own  hands,  manufactured  ibirlj  yards  of  fine  linen,  and 
about  as  much  of  woollen,  for  the  clothing  and  the  comfort. of  their 
lirethren,  who  expose  themselves  to  the  summer's  heat  and  winter's 
coli,  to  bear  the  glad  tidings  of  peace  to  those  who  are  perishing  for 
Lick  of  knowledge.  When  these  acounts  were  reeeiveJ,  similar  so- 
deties  were  forming  in  Fabius,  Onondaga,  Pompey,  German,  Ho- 
mer, &c. 

On  the  west  of  this  regjnn  an  institution  was  formed  some  yean 
ago,  called  the  Lake  Missionary  Society  ;  but  of  its  origirt  and  mowt- 
ments  I  have  obtained  no  accounts.  There  is  also  a  missionary  «• 
wblishmeot  in  the  district  of  Maine,  called  the  Maine  Missionary  So- 
ciety, which  was  formed  in  1804,  By  the  year  rSio,  they  had  co)- 
Ic'cted,  in  various  ways,  between  five  and  six  hundred  dollars,  v4iick 
liiey  had  appropriated  to  the  design  of  their  institution. 

lo  addition  to  these  societies,  the  several  Associations  of  Stiirbridge, 
J.eyden,  Woodstock,  Vermont,  Saratoga,  Cayuga,  and  Black-River, 
in  New-England  and  New- York)  have  tome  years  past  made  annual 
collectioni  of  from  about  forty  to  considerably  over  a  hundred  dtdlars. 
Afiout  eighty  dollars  a  year  are  generally  collected.  These  monies  tbey 
generally  appropriate  to  their  own  ministers,  who  are  disposed  to  iticu 
erate,  in  places  remote  and  destitute.  AU  these  institnitons  are  call- 
od  missionary,  though  most  of  them  more  propcriy  deserve  the  name 
of  itinsroRt.    Their  effccu  have  boen  peculiarly  os^l  and  p 


^anf,  vho  bad  preriooslr  >  <^  fo*  ituwrMing,  have  beta  enable^ 
to  di>  it  without  iojarj  to  their  familln  or  embarruiment  to  tbeni- 
selTes.  Man7  new  and  daititute  places  in  this  widC'iptead  cotintTf 
have  been  bleued  vith  the  diipenntion  of  the  prtcioui  word  of  tile  ; 
nanj  of  the  uiat*,  who  have  removed  iar  from  their  brethrec,  have 
been  retrcthcd  ;  many  unnets  havot  by  the  labouii  of  the  miuionit- 
ries,  been  hc^fuUy  bom  into  the  kingdom  of  Cod,  and  b;  their 
aieaiu  a  coniideiable  number  of  churchet  have  been  planted. 

As  near  as  1  can  aicertaia  there  baa  been  collected  by  aJl  the  dit 
ferect  Baptut  Miiiionary  Inititutioiis  tioce  about  1803,  that  i«,  in  the 
ten  lait  yean,  not  far  from  lUrty  tbeuiand  deilari.  In  this  sum  I  do 
not  inclode  what  the  New>York  brethren  contributed  while  they  were 
in  connexion  with  the  Presbyterians,  nor  the  noniett  which  have  beea 
tent  to  India  formerly,  or  have  Utety  been  liuted  toward*  lupportin^ 
Me>«ra.  Jodson  and  Kice  in  that  region.  More  that  cne  third  of  thu 
■um.  we  have  leeni  hat  been  raised  by  the  Massachucetti  Baptist  Sc^ 
uetyt  and  very  few  of  our  brethren  cooparativel;  have  been  concerned 
io  raising  the  remainder.  What  might  we  espect  if  they  would  unilt 
tJieir  efforts  in  thii  evangelical  undertaking  i 

Liitrary  huiHutiau,  and  Educatim  Funds. 
BaowH  UNiTiaiiTr  if  the  most  important  literary  establi^ment 
among  the  Baptists  in  America.  It  wa)  projected,  according  to  Mor- 
gan iLdwards,  in  1761,  by  the  Philadelphia  Auocialion.  i'he  year 
afteTi  Mr.  James  Manning,  who  afterwards  became  its  president,  land- 
ed at  Newport  on  his  way  to  Halifax,  Nova-Scotia,  "and  made  « 
noti  on  to  several  ceotlemen  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  (of  whom 
CoL  Gardner,  the  Deputy- Governor  was  one,)  relative  to  a  (eminary 
ef  polite  literature,  subject  to  the  government  of  the  Baptists.  I'be 
notion  was  properly  attended  to,  which  brought  together  about  fifteep 
gentJemen  of  the  same  denomination  at  the  Deputy's  house,  who  r^ 
quested  Mr.  Manning  to  draw  a  sketch  of  the  design  against  the  da]r 
following."  The  plan  wa^  formed  according  to  de&irc,  and  the  neiC 
day  Governor  Lyndon  and  CoL  Job  fiennet  were  appointed  to  draws 
charter ;  but  they  pleading  unikilfulness  in  the  busineis,  solicited  the  aid 
of  Kev.  Ezra,  afterwards  Dr.  Styles,  president  of  Yale  College,  New- 
Haven.  Before  the  business  was  matured,  Mr,  Manning  was  obliged 
to  go  OD  board  the  vessel  for  Halifax.  "  The  object  for  fixing  on 
Kbode-Island  for  a  Baptist  College  was,  that  that  Legislature  was  chief- 
ly in  the  hands  of  their  deuominat^on,  and  was  therefore  the  liki^Iiest 
place  to  have  one  established  by  law."  .  But  so  unsuspicious  were  tho 
Baptists,  that  they  came  very  near  being  defeated  io  their  design. 
The  charter  wai  10  aru'ully  drawn  by  Dr.  Styles,  that  the  Presbyteri- 
ans would  have  had  the  power  of  controlling  the  institution,  had  it  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  Legislature  in  its  origin^  form.  '*  Whea 
Governor  Lyndon  inquired  of  the  Doctor,  why  he  had  perverted  the 
design  of  the  charter  I  he  answered,  igawjnu  simely  viaraing  la  lait  tart 
of  joanehKJt  fir  that  V)i  bad  4otu  la  with  regard  10  Mr  ^orwfjr,  observing  at 
the  same  time  that  he  v/at  not  ihe  rifgtu,"  I'he  history  of  this  sectarian 
intrigue  is  thus  tuted  by  Daniel  Jenks,  £tq.  ■'  While  I  attended  the 
kuuoeit  of  th»  AsMimbly,  (held  Avgiut,  1763}  Capu  William  Rogers 


444  Literary  Imt'itvtlonSf  f^c. 

came  to  (be  catmcil-cliamber  and  presented  me  with  a  paper,  vrlib  s 
design  I  should  sign  ili  adding,  "that  as  it  va)  a  peUlion  for  a  Bap« 
tilt  College  he  tnew  I  would  not  refbse."  Dusinesa  not  permitting 
ine  to  attend  to  him  immediately,  I  requested  he  wonld  leave  with  mo 
the  petitioa  and  charter.  Meanwhile  the  serJeant  made  proclamation* 
requetting  the  members  to  take  their  seats ;  in  atj  km  I  began  to 
read  the  papers,  but  had  qfit  donet  before  the  petition  and  charmwctc 
called  for,  which  I  gave  to  the  ierjeant,  and  tie  to  the  speaker  at  the 
board.  The  petition  being  read,  a  motion  wai  made  to  receive  it  and 
grant  ti>e  charter.  After  some  time  1  stood  up  to  oppose  proceeding 
imraedittely  on  the  petition,  giving  my  reason  in  words  to  this  effect. 
"  1  understood  that  the  college  in  qoestion  was  sought  for  hj  the  Bap- 
tists, and  that  it  was  to  he  nnder  their  govetnment  and  direction,  with 
admission  only  of  a  few  of  other  religions  denominations,  to  shirv 
with  them  tlierein,  that  they  might  appear  as  cathoticic  as  could  be, 
consistent  with  their  main  design  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  I  perceived,  hf 
glancing  over  the  charter  while  I  sat  in  my  place  just  now,  that  the 
Inain  power  of  gOTcrment  and  (Urection  is  vested  in  twelve  fellow^ 
and  that  eight  out  of  the  twelve  are  to  be  Presbyterians,  and  that  the 
others  may  or  may  not  be  of  the  same  denomination,  bnt  of  necesnty 
none  of  them  ii  to  be  a  Baptist.  If  lo,  there  is  treachery  somewhere, 
;ind  a  design  of  grossly  imposing  on  Che  honest  pet^le,  who  first  moved 
for  the  institution  t  1  therefore  desire  that  the  matter  may  lie  by  till 
the  afternoon."  This  was  granted.  In  the  afremoon  the  matter  wat 
restimed,  with  a  seeming  resolution  in  come  to  push  it  through  at  all 
events  t  but  I  had  inflnencc  enough  to  stop  proceeding  then  also. 
That  evening  and  t^eit  morning  I  made  it  my  business  to  see  Gov- 
«rnor  Lyndon  and  CoL  Bennet,  and  to  inform  them  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  charter.  They  could  not  believe  me,  for  the  confidence 
they  bad  in  Dr.  Stylet's  honour  and  integrity,  until  seeing  convinced 
them.  What  reflections  followed  may  be  better  concealed  than  pub- 
lished. I^owever,  we  all  agreed  to  postpone  passing  the  charter  into  a 
law,  and  did  efiect  our  purpose  for  that  session,  notwitfattandbg  the 
attempts  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  others  of  the  Presbyterians  to  the  contrary! 
^fore  the  breaking  up  of  the  Assembly,  thu  House,  at  my  roquet^ 
directed  the  speaker  to  deliver  the  charter  to  me,  after  I  had  made  a 
promise  it  should  be  forth-coming  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Assembly. 
I  took  the  charter  to  ProTidence,  and  showed  it  to  many  ^bo  came  to 
my  house  t  others  borrowed  it  to  peruse  at  home.  Meanwhile  the 
messengers,*  from  the  Phibdelphia  Association  arrived  in  Newport, 
which  occasioned  the  committee  of  Newport  to  send  to  me  for  the 
charter.  I  asked  for  it  of  Dr.  Ephrahiin  Gowen,  who  had  borrowed 
it  last.  The  Dr.  said  be  lent  it  to  Samuel  Nightii^le,  £sa.  Search 
was  made  for  it  there,  but  it  could  not  be  found  ;  neither  do  I  know 
to  this  day  whar  became  of  it.  When  the  aeit  Oeneral  Assembly 
met  (last  Wednesday  in  October,  1763,)  the  second  charter  was  pre- 
sented, vr^ich  was  much  faulted  and  opposed  by  the  gentry,  who  con^ 
cemed  themselves  so  warmly  about  the  other.  And  one  in  particular 
demanded  that  the  t.u  charter,  which  had  been  entnuted  vith  me, 

*  One  nfthese  messengers  was  Dr.  Samuel  Jones,  who,  heuing  of  the  diffi-. 

pill/  his  :,rethn;ii  were  in,  cime  cm  to  tlielr  assi'jtaiice. 
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■night  be  produced.  Thm  I  related  (at  abOTe)  that  it  W2i  lost,  and 
tbe  mantier  how  it  was  loGt ;  but  the  partji  instead  of  believing  this, 
Tety  rudely  saggested,  that  I  had  secreted  the  charter,  and,  in  the  face 
of  the  court,  charged  me  with  a  breach  of  trust,  which  brought  on 
very  disagreeable  altercations  and  bickerings,  till  at  last  I  wasnecetst- 
tated  to  say,  "  that  if  there  had  been  any  foul  doings,  it  was  among 
them  of  ihtiro^n  denomination  at  Providence."  Their  clamours  con- 
tinued, and  we  gave  way  to  them  that  session,  for  peace  sake.  Mean- 
while, Dr.  Dowen,  wbo  is  a  man  of  itricc  honour  and  Integrity)  used 
all  meant  to  recover  the  former  charter,  posting  an  advertisement  in 
the  most  publick  places  of  the  town,  and  making  diligent  inqairy, 
bnt  to  no  porpose.  At  the  next  Assembly,  which  met  in  February* 
1764,  the  new  charter  was  again  brought  on  the  carpet,  and  the 
•amc  clamour  agaimt  it,  and  unjust  reproaches  against  me,  were  r^ 
f  eated.  Jt  was  said  that  the  new  charter  was  not  tike  the  old  ;  and 
was  constructed  to  deprive  tbe  Presbyterians  of  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
ctitution-  To  which  it  was  replied,  "  That  it  was  agreeable  to  the 
idesign  of  tbe  first  undertakers  i  and  if  calculated  to  deprive  the  Pres- 
byterians of  the  power  they  wanted,  it  was  no  more  than  what  they 
themselves  had  attempted  to  do  to  the  Baptists."  After  much  and 
Warn)  debate,  the  qnestion  was  pQt,  and  carried  in  favour  of  the  new 
'charter,  by  a  great  majority."* 

Tlie  charter  is  too  lengthy  to  be  transcribed,  but  the  following  is  a 
sammary  of  its  contents.  The  institution  was  named  the  "Trustees 
^nd  Fellows  of  the  College  or  University,  in  the  English  Colony  of 
Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations."  1'be  corporation  consists 
of  two  separate  branches,  with  distinct,  separate,  and  respective  powers. 
The  number  of  Trnstees  is  thirty-six,  of  whom  twenty-two  are  Baptists, 
'  five  of  Friends  or  Quakers,  Eve  Episcopalians,  and  four  Congregation. 
ftlists,  frequently  called  Presbyterians-  The  same  proportion  of  dif. 
ferent  denominations  to  continue  inperpttvum'  The  number  of  Fellows, 
(including  the  President,  who  is  a  Veaow,  tx  nffutB)  is  twelve,  of  whom 
eight  are  Baptiitt,  tlie  others  may  be  chosen  mdiKriminately  from  any 
denominatioik  The  concurrence  of  both  branches  by  a  majority  of 
each  b  necessary  for  tlie  validity  of  an  act,  except  the  adjudii'ng  and 
conferring  degrees,  which  eiclustvely  belongs  to  tiie  Fellowship  as  a 
learned  faculty.  The  President  must  be  a  Baptist ;  Professors  and 
other  officers  of  instruction  are  not  limited  to  any  particnlar  deuomird> 
fion.  The  annual  commencement  is  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  Sept. 
fvhen  there  is  a  general  meeting  of  the  Corporation. 

For  a  few  years  after  the  charter  was  granted,  the  institution  moved 
on  but  slowly  towards  maturity.  Mr.  Manning  was  chosen  President, 
and  in  1 766,  begau  with  a  small  class  at  Warren,  where  it  was  at  first 
proposed  the  college  should  be  located.  The  year  after,  Mr.  Morgan 
Edwards,  of  Philadelphia,  set  sail  for  England,  to  collect  money  to- 
wards paying  tlic  salary  of  the  President  and  his  assistant,  for  as  yet 
they  had  no  fundi.  Mr.  Edwards  met  with  very  good  success,  "  con- 
lidering,"  at  he  says,  "  how  angry  the  mother  country  then  was  with 
the  colonies  for  opposing  the  stamp-act." 

Afterwards,  the  late  Dr.  Hezekiah  Smith  and  others  collected  cunu 
^  considerable  amount  for  the  purpose  of  endowing  the  inttitntioa. 

•  Edwards's  MS.  History  of  Rhorie-Islan^,  p.  323— 32r. 
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la  t  }^  proponlt  were  nude  far  bdlding  a  eoUefte  edifice  t  bnc 
■erioQS  dimcnltiei  aroie  reipecting  Che  place  where  ir  should  be  erectedi 
The  four  towni  of  Warren,  Providence)  Newport  uid  Eiut-Greenwicb, 
in  four  different  counties,  were  named  u  eligible  situattons.  In  diit 
poiruie  of  affain,  it  wai  proposed  bf  the  Corporation,  that  the  coumji 
which  thfiuld  raise  the  moit  monej,  thould  have  the  college.  Prov^ 
deitce  bid  the  higbnt,  and  of  courie  obtained  iL  Here  an  edifice  wu 
begnn  in  Maji  1770,  which  was  roofed  iii  the  aatomn  of  that  year. 
It  wu  boili  under  the  superintendence  of  "theadventnroui  and  recolote 
Browns,"  of  Providence,  viz.  Nicholaf,  Joseph,  John,  and  Moiei,  who 
were  then  united  in  trade  under  the  firm  of  Nicholat  Srown  &  Co. 
Thef  each  snbscribed  two  handred  pounds,  L.  M.*  but  in  the  end,  the 
building  cost  tbem  much  more. 

The  college  edifice  is  of  brick,  four  storie*  high,  exclusive  of  the  cel- 
lar, wluch  is'partlj  above  ground,  150  feet  long,  and  46  wide,  with  a 
projection  of  ten  feet  on  each  side.  It  has  an  entry  lengthwise,  with 
roomt  on  each  side.  There  are  51  rooms  for  the  accommodatioa  of 
■tudentf,  and  four  larger  ones  for  publick  uses. 

Ihis  elegant  building,  which  was  erected  wholly  by  the  generons 
donations  of  individuals,  mostly  of  the  town  of  Providence,  is  situated 
on  a  hill  to  the  east  of  the  town,  has  a  pure  talubrious  air,  and  coiq- 
nianJi  3  delightful  prospect  of  the  town  of  Providence,  the  Narrjgan- 
Kt  Bay  and  the  islands,  and  of  an  extensive  country  around,  variegated 
with  hills,  dales,  plaint,  wood-lands,  ftc-f  The  college  lot  contaim 
about  five  acres,  originally  the  propeny  of  Chad  Brown,^  one  of 
Roger  Williams's  associates  and  his  successor  in  the  care  of  the  church 
of  which  they  were  both  constitoent  members.  Near  the  college  are 
the  President's  house,  a  commodious  brick  building  for  a  Grammar 
School  and  the  Medical  Lectures,  and  out-buildings  for  the  accoiiutii>- 
dation  of  the  President  and  steward. 

The  Library  belonging  to  this  University  amounts  now  to  near  three 
thousand  volumes,  many  ef  which  were  collected  by  Morgan  Edwards 
in  England,  and  maay  others  have  been  presented  by  the  Baptists  in 
that  iinedom,  and  by  benefactors  of  different  denominations,  both 
there  and  in  different  parti  of  the  United  States.  A  valuable  Law 
Library,  supposed  to  he  worth  about  eight  hundred  dollars,  is  the  gift 
of  Nicholas  Brown,  Esq.  who  has  pre&ented  besides  a  great  number 
of  books  of  different  kinds.  We  ongbt  furtfaeimoie  to  add  that  this 
distinguished  benefactor,  a  few  years  ago,  agreed  to  give  five  hundred 
dollars  towards  increasing  the  Library,  if  the  corporation  would  appro- 
priate at  much  more.  Tliis  liberal  proposition  was  accepted ;  a  part 
of  this  thousand  dollars  has  been  expended,  but  a  coosiderable  sum 
jet  remains  to  be  laid  out. 

•  B666— «r. 

t  In  fioll  view  of  Ihe  tnp  of  the  Cnlli^,  it  the  Seckbnnk  plain,  in  Rehdwtb. 

where  Roger  WOlianu  Brtt  pitched  hia  tent  amcng  Xhe  Indiuin,  when  banished, 

fron  Mawadiittetts,  and  I'rom  wliich  lie  was  warned  by  tlie  men  of  Plymouth, 

to  remove  across  the  Narragonset  Bay,  Ecc. 


X  This  circumstance  was  first  svitjgeatpd  to  me  by  Fricntl  Moses  Brown ;  I 
have  since  found  it  noticed  by  Mnrpm  Edwards,  so  that  I  think  there  cai>  be 
BO  doubt,  but  Chat  Brown  University  Mandacnland  nriglnnlly  owned  b^  the 
ancient  Chad  Brawn,  altliangh  it  received  itanavfeirtnsaRrf  hb  posterity 
•f  Ike  sixlh  scnentfaB. 


Biftno  or  twenty  ▼olmoei  erf  Grunimrt  oati  TVontUtieM  of  the 
Acriptntet  id  the  Oriental  Itoganget,  fasvc  laud^  been  racemd  from 
tbe  Baptist  Miwionariei  in  lodia. 

'I'bc  Philosophical  Apparatni,  though  not  so  Urjee  u  thoM  of  oUer 
UnirertitiM.  ii  yet  raipectable  h>r  its  eEtrat.  It  conurtt  cf  so  Oneif, 
a  TheodulilCi  a  reflecting  Telescope,  ttAit  and  dettble  Microscopes, 
convex  and  concave  Mittots,  Lensn,  Gtobe*,  an  Air  Fwinp,  thfc  gift 
ef  the  late  Nicholas  Brown,  Eaq-  Machinery  for  Hf  drostatkks.  Electri- 
city, and  Mechanicki,  together  with-inch  other  articles  MUenecemuy 
to  a  respectable  course  of  experimentt  on  modem  philosophy.  A 
number  of  these  articles  were  purchased  with  a  donation  <if  firs  bun* 
4red  dolliirs  fiom  the  late  Sarnntd  Elam,  Esq. 

The  officers  of  this  University  are  as  follow  i 
Hoii.jAiEzBow£H,LL.i).CAcincr//'jr.    Solomon  Drown,  ti.  o.  Pr^eaior 
Hev.AsA  MfSSEB.s.TJJ.LL.D./Vft.        Materia  MoHea  ond  Botttny. 
Hon.DAv.HowiLL,  LL.D.  Pruf.ha'a.    Jobn  Bailet,  A.M.        'Vuur  and 
Hev.  Caltin  Fahk,  a.  m.    Projntar        Librarian- 

Marai PtUlotufihyand Metaiiiyactt.  Josepuds  VVusatoh,  a.i.  TWor. 
Wlt-LIAH  Ingalls,  m.d,  ProfeatOT    GilOrge  Fish-b.a.  b.    Prece/Uor 

JtmUomy  and  Surgrry.  of  tbe  Craimnar  Hchool. 

Williani  C.  Bnwen.  m.d.  fortner  Professor  of  Chemistry,  hat  hoAj 
migned.     It  is  fcxpecced  a  new  Professor  will  soon  be  appointed. 

I'he  Medical  Establi&bment  was  be^un  in  t8  lo,  and  bids  fair  to  be 
an  important  acquisition  to  tbe  Institution.  A  ProiessoTsbip  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physick  has  been  established,  but  a  Professor 
Has  not  yet  been  appointed.  A  Botanical  Garden  ii  in  contempla- 
tion. 

The  number  oTstudenU  is  over  a  hundred  md  twenty ;  in  die  suoi. 
n»T  of  i8i3<  they  were  a  hundred  and  thirty-five,  of  ail  deno&iina- 
Uons ;  and  the  same  religitnis  freedom  reignt  in  the  College  as  in  the 
State.  The  students  do  not  repair  here  to  itudy  divinity,  but  to  ac- 
qoire  a  knowledge  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  that  they  may  be  qiixlified 
to  engage  in  whatever  profeuton  their  views  and  feelings  ihall  dictate. 

The  funds  of  the  University,  according  to  a  report  of  the  Treasurer 
in  18 [I,  were  over  fifteen  thoueand  dollars  i  and  as  the  establighment 
has,  for  some  time  past,  supported  itself,  they  are  yearly  accomulatirg. 

The  foundation  for  these  funds  was  laid  by  the  collection!  of  Mor. 
gan  Edwards,  Dr.  Hezekiah  Smith,  and  olbers.  Two  thousand  dol- 
lars of  it  weie  granted  by  Congress  in  consideration  of  the  damagea 
(he  edifice  sustained  during  the  Kevolutionary  War.  This  grant  was 
obtained  by  means  of  John  Brown,  Esq.  who  was  at  the  time  a  Kep- 
resentative  from  the  State.* 

Exclusive  of  these  endowments  ii  a  foundation  for  a  Professorship 
of  Oratory  and  Belles  Letttes,  which  was  laid  in  1804,  by  Nichols 
Brown,  Esq.  in  consequence  of  which  the  University  received  its 
aamcf    This  was  at  first  fire  thousand  doUarti  in  itjii  it  had  in> 

•  ForsixyeuvduriDfjdiewar,  this  Seat  of  tbe  Muses  bBcame  the  Camp  of 
Man ;  thut  is,froni  December  177G  ui  June  17S3,  the  college  edifice  was  lued, 
by  the  French  and  American  trootia,  for  a  huspilttl  u>d  barrRcka ;  ki  tliat  tlie 
ODDTse  of  educatkn  wasinterruptGadurijigthat  ixriiud.    No  degrees  were  ecu. 

tercdhnuirretoireo. 

The  institutioo  had  no  ipet^ick  name  pi«vtc<n  to  thh  period :  it  hsi)  l)een  cal- 
'  Rhods-I^aad  CaUe^e,  tbe  Ctdlcfe  at  Provideuce,  S;c.    Tlie  prhiliiEc  d 


£ 
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oreaied  to  ovtr  tercn  tbouund.  A  Profenor  » to  be  appomted  whu* 
the  inietcit  of  this  fund  (hall  be  sufBcieot  to  afford  him  a  compeust 
»lary, 

'  Tbii  tnstimciOii  b»  had  three  PresidenU.  Dr.  Manning,  iu  foun- 
der, held  thi«  office  about  twentji-five  jtxru  His  character  has  beea 
given  in  the  biographical  department. 

Succeesor  to  him  wat  Jonathan  Maic;,  D.  D.  now  President  of 
the  Collej^  at  Columbia,  Souih-Carolioa.  He  was  born  at  Attlebo* 
rangb,  Mutachnsetts.  a  fetr  niilet  iroBi  Providence,  1768,  wa«  chosen 
President  of  this  institutioa  soon  after  Dr.  Manning's  death,  and  held 
(he  office  about  eleven  yean,  when  he  was  chosen  President  oi  Union 
College,  Skenectady,  (  New- York  )  where  he  officiated  a  lew  years  before 
hit  reiDoral  to  his  present  lituation. 

Asa  Metsn,  D.  D.  LL.  D.  was  elevated  to  the  prendential  chair 
in  1803.  He  was  born  in  Methuen,  near  Haverhill,  Massadiusetts, 
1769.  and  was  brought  up  under  the  ministry  of  the  late  Dr.  Heze. 
kiah  Smith.  He  has  now  been  in  the  University  in  different  staLions, 
Cwenty-iii  years,  that  is.  From  the  age  of  eighteen. 

In  speaking  of  the  other  literary  institntiODi,  which  it  may  be  prop- 
er to  notice,  we  shall  pursue  the  order^  of  the  States,''  beginning  witk 

The  District  of  Maim. 

In  the  wincer  of  iSd,  the  Baptists  in  this  District  obtairwd  of  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  a  grant  of  a  township  of  publick  unsettled 
land,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  College.  The  township  coni^n* 
over  so,ooa  acres,  which  it  is  expected  will  sell  for  at  many  thousand 
dollars.  This  wa«  a  new  thing  under  the  iiun*  and  is  believed  to  have 
been  the  first  publick  grant,  that  waa  ever  made  by  any  court  or  legis- 
lature to  our  denomination.  The  Baptists,  as  citizens  of  the  Com- 
moawealtb,  had  a  righteous  claim  for  their  part  of  iu  pubUck  proper- 
ty ;  but  their  petition  was  much  opposed,  and  it  is  douiKed  whether 
it  would  have  been  granted,  had  it  not  been  for  the  assiduous  exertions 
of  Rev.  Daniel  Merrill,  of  Sedgwick,  who  was,  at  that  time,  a  member 
of  the  HoU!>e  of  Kepi-etentatives. 

Sums  of  considerable  amount  had  been  subscribed  towards  thu  in- 
tended College,  before  the  grant  was  obtamed  ;  but  I  do  not  lean 
that  much  has  yet  been  done  towards  setting  it  is  operatkm. 

Mr.  WiUiami's  Academy^ 
tn  1776,  Mr.  William  Williams,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Wrenlhami 
Massachusetts,  one  of  the  first  graduates  of  Brown  Univer:iity,  open- 
ed an  Academy  for  teaching  the  Languages,  Arts  and  Sciences,  &c. 
Mr.  Williams  has  had  over  a  hundred  scholars  under  his  tuition,  must 
of  whom  have  finished  their  education  at  the  University  at  Pfovi- 

givinR  it  a  name  was  reserv«l  for  swne  generous  benefitctn-.— The  sum  had 
nevsr  bef-«  been  specified ;  but  at  tlie  date  above  mentkned,  the  Corp.**- 
tina  fixed  it  at  tive  thnusond  dolkrs,  ivliich  tviu  joimediatKly  pneented  ^ 
Ur.  BiawD,  who  conferred  on  the  ioslitutiaa  his  own  name. 
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l^avid  R.  WiUnmi,  of  South- Carol  in  a.  About  twentf  oat  of  tbt 
whole  number,  have  become  Baptist  miniiters)  most  of  whom  sre  jet 
tiviog.  A  few  have  eoiered  the  ministry  bt  the  Congrcgatiofwl  connex- 
ion, and  moM  of  the  remainder  studied  phjMck  ta  tagged  m  the  law* 

Mr.  Eaton^s  Academy ^  at  Hopewelly  New  Jersey. 

**  Mr.  Eaton  was  the  fint  man  among  the  American  Bapdtti,  who 
Ofwned  ii  school  for  the  education  of  youth  for  the  mint&trf ."  Thii 
ichool  was  begun  in  1 756,  and  closed  in  1 767.  Towards  the  uipporc 
of  it  the  churches  in  the  FliiUdelphia  Association  raised  n  fimd  of 
kbout  four  hundred  pounds,  which  was  afterwards  mostly  anaihilz- 
led  by  the  ravagies  of  condnental  money.  Among  the  Uinicters  who 
received  the  rudiments  o/i  their  education  at  this  Academy,  wer« 
President  Manning)  Dr.  Samuel  Jonea,  Dr.  Hezekiah  Smidj,  Dr* 
Isaac  Sliilknan.  and  Messrs.  Darid  Thomas,  John  Davii,  WUliam 
,Wtlliamc,  Robert  Keith,  Charles  Thompson,  David  Jones,  John  Snt* 
ton,  David  Sutton,  James  Talbot.  John  Blackwell,  Joseph  Powell* 
William    Worth,  and  Levi  Bonnell. 

A  considerable  naihber  of  his  students  engaged  in  the  profe«sion9 
of  physick  and  law,  and  of  this  last  class  was  ^dge  iiovd  of  Frovr- 
dcnce,  Khode-Island. 

.    Dr.  Jotut^s  Academy^  of  Lower-Dublin,  Penntylvaaia, 

t>r.  Jones,  we  hare  seen,  was  one  of  Mr.  Eaton's  students ;  he  fin- 
misbed  his  education  in  the  College  at  Philadelphia,  opened  the  Acade> 
my  in  qitestion  in  1766,  and  closed  it  in  1794.  The  number  of  hti 
Btndenu  amdontsto  69  in  all ;  fbnrtecn  of  them  became  Baptist  preach- 
ers. Dr.  Jones,  out  oftheahnndance  irfhis  Wealth,  has,  as  he  informa 
me.  resolved  on  leaving  a  thousand  dollar*  in  the  hands  of  the  trutten 
of  his  church  and  congregation,  with  directions  to  apply  the  interest 
towards  educating  young  men,  irtio  are  promising  for  the  ministry. 

BaptUt  Education  Seciety  of  the  Middle  Slaies. 
This  Society  wnt  ionned  at  Philadelphia  in  1811.  '*lt*  avowed 
•Ad  explicit  dcslgo  is,  with  a  divine  bleMing,  the  assfstln'g  of  young 
men  in  obtaining  such  literary  and  theologieal  aid,  as  shaU  enaUe 
dtcm,  with  greater  ease  [o  thnnselves  and  usefulness  to  the  churches, 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  Christian  ministry.  Such  person*  only  shall 
be  considered  as  eligible  to  the  privile^e^  of  the  society  as  are  regular 
nWRibers  of  Baptitt  churches,  and  as  hnve  been  licensed  to  the  min- 
istry, and  are  by  the  trustees  of  the  »ociety  considered  as  possessing 
talnics  likely  to  contribute  to  zniniEterial  usefulness."  I'his  society 
has  collected  funds  to  the  amount  of  about  fit^een  hundred  dollars. 
Dr.  Staughton,  of  Philadelphia,  has  been  ehoten  tutor,  and  a  small 
class  of  young  gentlemen  of  the  character  above  described  are  study- 
ing at  his  house.  A  building,  suitable  to  the  designs  of  this  Society, 
is  in . contemplation,  and  should  the  iHtthrcn  of  the  Middle  Statek 
vol..  2.  .«7 


Diqirizodbv  Google 


4S9  Edteathn  Kmdt. 

maVt  a  liberal  adrance  of  the  abandant  means  Aej  ponessi  t&isTo* 
ititution  may  prove  a  Taluable  KCiqnicittoii  to  the  cfaurchei,  whose  htat- 
&t  it  has  in  viw. 

Mr.  Roberti's  Academy,  at  Statesburg,  South-Caroltna* 

Tijit  wmmary  vat  opened  in  1800.  Sohm  accounts  of  its  ctudeut 
will  be  giren  in  the  hiitory  of  the  Educacian  Fund  belonging  to  thr 
Charleiton  Astociatinn.  Mr.  Roberts  ii  a  graduate  of  Brown  Um> 
versitf,  and  was  approbated  ai  a  preacher  by  the  church  in  Pro*)- 
deocc 

Mount  Enan  Academy, 

Tifti  Academy  is  not  far  from  thecityof  Augnita,  in  Georgia,  14* 
miles  ftom  the  Atknlick.  It  was  begun  about  1806,  principally  by 
(be  exenioni  of  Dr.  Holcombe,  now  raf  Fbiladelphiai  by  whom  nJUec- 
tiuni  to  a  considerable  amount  wer^  made  in  difibrent  parts  of  the 
State.  This  Academy  it  under  the  direction  of  Vboard  of  tnuteefr 
who  have  obtained  an  act  of  incorporatioiL  They  have  funds  to  the 
amount  of  about  thtee  thousand  dollars,  besides  nnsold  lots  on  Mount 
Enon.  supposed  to  be  worth  about  a  thousand  dollars.  The  Preu- 
dent  of  this  inEtitution  is  Mr.  Tliomaa  H.  Dizost  the  number  of  ito- 
detits  is  about  forty.  Should  the  Georgia  brethren  increase  in  their 
telithfor  literature)  and  contribute  freely  of  their  pecuniary  means, 
this  »«ntaary  may,  at  some  future  day,  arise  into  a.  College,  according 
to  the  original  design  of  iu  founders. 

Besides  the  Academies  we  have  named,  Mr.  Sunford**  in  New- 
York,  Dr.  Burgis  AUiion's  of  Bordentown,  Mrl  Nelson't  at  Mount 
I^asBnt,*  and  a  number  of  others,  have  been  conducted  by  Baptist 
ministers,  and  in  them  many,  who  are  nov  preachers  of  the  denomi- 
nation, received  much  literary  assiitance.  Buildinfri  have  been  erect- 
ed for  Academies  at  Westfield  and  Middle  borough,  both  in  i&uur 
chuseiti,  which  have  jtut  began  their  operations, 

Mducation  Fundi. 

The  one  belonging  to  the  Charleston  Associati(»,  on  many  Bccoant% 
demands  our  first  attention. 

"  rhii  instituiinn,  which  hafr  for  *  its  object  die  granitonf  ednnatioD 
of  pious  young  men  for  the  ministry,'  commenced  in  1791.  In  con-' 
sequence  of  previous  recommendation  And  ■rranf;«ment  by  ^s  Ataoci- 
ution,  nine  churches,  via^  Charletton,  Ewhaw,  Wi-hh  Neck,  Ebenezer, 
Htgh-Hills  of  Kantee.  Lynch's Creek,  Cheraw  Hill,  Black  iiwamp,  and 
Lower  Fork  of  Lynch's  Creek,  sent  delegates  and  contribt^don*  t«  tbe 
annual  meeting  held  that  year  at  the  Welch  Neck.  Mr.  Fornntn  wn 
chosen  Chairman,  and  Mr,  Holcombe,  C!erk. 

"  A  system  of  rules  submitted  to  the  Chairman  was  tttken  into  con-    ' 
sideration.  and  underwent  several  amendments,     Th^  raciScaticn  was 
deferred  till  the  neu  meeting,  and  a  proposition  for  the  ineurporadok 

*  At  this  Acatiemy  the  author  began  hip  clas^cal  studios,  jn  1803. 
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•f  tbe  commTuee  referred  to  the  anociatitni  for  iti  concurrence.  Mr, 
MiLtdiew  M'Cullers  wu  reconuiicnded  hf  Mr.  Holconibe  a>  a  candi> 
date  for  the  patronage  of  the  Committee,  eiamioed  and  approved.  The 
Chairman  wa*  requested  to  contract  for  and  nipetintend  his  education. 
A  part  of  the  money  collected  was  appropriated  to  auist  ta  tbe  edu- 
«atii>a  of  the  late  Kev,  Joieph  Coalc's  lont  who  it  vna  agreed  dould. 
Stfterwardi  be  examined  wfaetluT  be  came  under  tbe  <  deKcripitoD  oF 
perioni  to  be  benefited  by  (hit  institution.'  Mr.  Cuitinn  of  George, 
town  wat  requested  to  act  u  Treasurer  nil  the  neit  meeting. 

"In  179?  the  rulei  were  re-con^dered,  and  after  tome  farther 
amenduientt,  ratified  and  signed.  A  petition  to  the  Legislature  for 
iocorporation  wai  also  signedi  and  connnittcd  to  the  Chairman  to  be 
forwarded.     It  wu  accordingly  presented  and  iacoi^rauoa  obtained* 

A  SUMMARY  OF  THE  RULES. 
"  This  Committee  shall  be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  name  oC 
the  General  Committee  for  the  Charleiton  Baptist  Education  Fund."- 
"  Once  a  f  eari  a  Charity  Sermon  shall  be  preached  in  each  church ; 
at  which  time  and  place,  coUeclIons  shall  be  made  from  the  congrega- 
tion»  and  the  moiwy  to  collected,  together  with  any  donations  or  be- 
quests received  for  the  purpose,  shaH  be  applied  towards  forming  and 
suppoiting  a  fund,  to  assist  pious  young  men,  designed  for  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  and  destitute  of  other  assistance,  in  obtaining  educa- 
tion ;  together  with  such  other  religious  and  publick  ntes.  as  may  be, 
^approved  by  the  churches,  should  tbe  fund  finally  prove  sufficient." 

•'  A  committee  consisting  of  a  delegate  from  each  church,  choseit 
fbr  tlie  purpose,  shall  convene  at  the  same  time  and  place  with  the 
Aisaciaiioa.  They  may  be  members  of  xhkt  body,  but  invested  with 
distinct  powers  as  Btembers  of  the  committee.  They  shall  receive  the 
collections,  determine  on  the  manner  of  applying  the  fund,  according 
to  tbe  foregoing  Rule,  and  examine  candidates  for  the  churches'  boun- 
ty. The  management  of  the  fund  is  exclusively  invested  in  those 
churches  which  contribute  to  it.  The  committee  thus  formed  is  to, 
conciaoe  one  year,  or  to  contioiie  ttU  a  ikw  election.  A  President, 
Secretary,  and  two  Assistant*,  shall  be  aimually  chosen,  and  form  a 
■elect  covatmVUet  to  transact,  when  the  General  Committee  is  not  in 
MsJon,  such  bnuneis  as  the  General  Committee  shall  judge  necessary." 
^  •'  The  Presidtnt  shall  contract  for  tbe  edocalinn  sf  such  petsoM  ai. 
are  taken  m  the  churches'  bounty,  and  the  expenses  consequent  there- 
•n  ihall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  on  tbe  President's  written  order." 
u  The  Treasorer  shall  f{j«e  bond  to  the  Presideota  in  double  the  valiM 
id  all  mcHiies  or  specialties  in  hishands." 

*'  No  person  shall  be  admitted  on  the  bounty,  but  such  as  come  well 
Kcommraded,  and  appear,  on  (examination,  to  be  truly  pious,  of  evaa- 
aelicalptincipjes,  of  good  natnral  abilities,  and  desirous  ot  devoting 
tbemsalves  to  the  work  of  tbe  ministry.  Each  person  so  admitted, 
shall  be  under  tbe  Committee,  while  pnrsuiiw  a  course  of  studies,  and 
b4  liable  to  refund  the  moner.  expended  00  his  education,  within  four 
years  after  the  completion  of  it,  if  he  docs  not,  within  that  time,  enter 
•o  the  ministry  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  ComtDiuee.  When  there  are 
more  candidates  than  can  be  received  on  the  bounty,  preference  will 
kc  glfcn  to  tbow  iriu>  an  aieiiben  of  ehnrcbes  is  this  Astociatioii  t 
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mtonHj,  to  tliofc'who  are  most  pntmiiag.  If  307  pctmii,  Tcbdcvbh 
Oining  educalion  nader-tha  psuonaj^  and  directioa  of  tfaii  bedf,  iball 
embrace  principles  sabveruve  of  the  ^leiit  trutfis  of  rfie  gospel,  ar 
abandoa  himmiito  an  irr^j^ov*  conrM  of  life,  be  (fcall,  00  propU  ni- 
dmcc  «f  the  fiMtt  and  after  (aitableeadeaTeurt  torealatnlar^if'iae^ 
Aetna),  be  dimiukd," 

"It  ihallbe  (he  dut^  of  the  Committee  to  nw  itt  ben  eadeaTonra  ta 
obtain  and  apply  for  the  gc^al  benefit  of  the  churcbei,  all  property 
of  the  (horcfaei  in  this  union,  when  the  laid  ohurcbet  are  become  e^ 
linKt,  Bn4  the  property  Ibble  to  rerert  to  the  pnblicl;  or  become  pr^ 
v^te  property.  And  Jn  making  Kucti  appropriationi.ibey(haUcanmk 
the  Association.  The  Cotniniuee  ihall  have  no  power  to  interfec  in 
Hj  g<»cerB  of  a  ohurch,  either  spiritual  or  temporal,  where  power  n 
Sdt  eiprettlr  delegated  to  them  by  the  cbarches>" 

.  'feigned  Nov-  7t  I79>f  by  Hi  chard  Fnnnan,  Henry  Holcomb^ 
£dmoocl  Bottford,  Alexander  Scott,  Bradley  Hbame,  Benjamin  llioee, 
Ijr,  Smiheii  bfixon,  Iiham  Oardioer,  James  Sweat. 

f  After  the  adoption  of  these  tnles,  the  foUowing  officers  were  cho< 
■en— Hcrerend  Richard  Fnnnan,  President ;  Rev.  Heiirr  Holcombc^ 
fiecretsry  t  Ctd.  Thomas  Screven,  Treasurer  |  Messrs  Tbooias  Kiv- 
e^s,  teiw  and  John  Oonrlay,  Asssistants. 

:  "  Agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  the  last  year,  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Cook  was 
examined.  He  was  regularly  received  on  the  estaUithment ;  and  itr 
tlie  year  fbUowing  Mr.  John  M.  Roberts.  In  1794  they  wer^  tent  to 
Rhode-Islaod  College,  (now  Brown  University)  «4i«e  tbe  htbe* 
gradnated  in  1796,  the  former  in  1797.  Rev.  Jesse  Mercer,  of  Geor- 
gia, was  aisiitcd|  in  I79ji  ^''>^£  10,  and  afinwaidt  supplied  with 

**  In  180^  Mr.  Sydenham  Morten  and  Mr.  Williaen  iones  were  ad', 
mitfed)  and  placet)  at  the  Academy  of  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts,  near  State- 
barjj*.  The  same  year  a  legacy  of  ^  100  was  'left  the  fond  by  Mrs.' 
Frances  Legare,  4  nen)ber  of  the  independent  or  Congregational 
church  in  Charleston. 

**  In  IRAS'  it  was  resolved  to  (lic  the  period  of  tradeaa*-  eonthming 
M  thetr  studies,  at  the  time  of  thieir  admhrios. 

*•  I*  i8b)'  Rev.  Samuel  EccUs  was  admitted^  and  Rev.  Davw  Col- 
lins, who  had  been  some  time  ilvdying  under  the  patronage  of  thr 
fomailttMt,  fMh<cd.  In  ihts  year  a  valoabte  library,  consisting  of 
^soriM  of '  thkotogy  ajifl  general  seience,  was  purchased  for  tbe  use 'df 
■Mdcntt,  and  deposited  with  dK  Rev.  Mr.Robetts  for  that  parpeM^ 
Mr.  £ara  CnnrtBey,  rcceomniended  by  tbe  Sheoeeer  tinrch,  was  ex> 
amioed  and  approved  t  1 00  floUars  was  voted  for  his  use  this  year. 

"  In  1B04  died  Col.  Screven,  who,  from  the  first  ch<»ce  of  officets* 
bad  acted  as  Treasnrer.  The  Conmittee  testified  respect  for  his' 
l^eroory,  approbation  of  his  condnct,  and  sorrow  for  the  lots  of  "sb 
fxcellent  a  inan,  who  did  honour  to  bis  Christian  pt-ofessioiH  by  a  life 
of  eminent  piety  and  extensive  usefulness.*' 

« In  1805,  Mr.  William  T.  Brantlej,'  who  had  been  studying  af 
Mr.  Park's  Academj^,  at  Jeffer's  Creek,  was  recommended  by  Mr, 
Woods  and  Gen.  Thomas  ;  on  which  it  was  agreed,  that  t^  eipensM 
of  his  education  and  board  for  tlie  current  year  should  be  paid.  Mr.' 
Itn)0tle7  wu  toon  «Jter  ex^wuKJ  in  Chukito*.  by  the  fipecial-Cen- 
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mittts  I  approvcdt  atd  -placed  trnder  Am  ore  of  Mr.  Ktobcrti.  '  tn 
d>e  eonne  of  tfa*  jtax  {tawing  he  wm  admittnl'nito  dw  South-Caro- 
Ubs  CdkKe*  wline  ha  gradnand  in  1 808.  • 

"  Mr.  Richard  Todd,  of  X.am'a-Creek.  chnrdi^  wai  cxainiiml  and 
appnrved  in  1S06.  Tlw  rinmka  of  theCoomiteee  wcm  ptairattd  to 
KcT.  Mr.  Robeiti  for  kit  gratuttoo*  instmctioa  of  dw  atoanMt,  pland 
aider  hw -care  by  the  GoRiiniRec^ 

••  la  I  fk)8,  Mr.  Jantc  M'Kellar  wh  fsamtiwd  at  a  candidate  for 
di*  churches'  bomity,  aad  nnanimiiadf  approvad,' 

"Iit'tSoy,  Menra-JcHB  Pope  and  Jt^EWtwCTc  admitted  I   «nd 

Mr.  fidchoTtn  1810.  > 

STATE  or  THE  PUND. 

Dcfi.    CtA 
**  Contribatiom  from  die churchei  from  1791  to  it  10  6S)i  :0} 

ponMton  front  the  Religiou  Sooietj  ...  ig^  ;  (1 

Doiuttion  from iadrriduaU         ....  .'  ti;o* 

J>gacy  by  Mrs.  Fmcei  Le^u*       .       '.        .         .  4x8  s  ^7^ 


8480:01 
'Expended  in  the  porcbaw  of  •  ■Hbrary,  awlln  the  edo.'l  _     ■ 

■  catioii,  bttard,  &c.  of  Rndeott        -        -        -        .J  ^"*  '  '* 
**  Amonnt  of  the  Fttnd  is  swiMy,  -  bond*,  and  notes,  l       ^  - 

No*.  1810 5  JP"5  5< 

■*  Besides  rhe  abaveaniMiat  are  two  taacu  of  Jand  on  Z.tnle  1  i 

Pedee,  die  f  tft  of  Jeremiah  Brown,  cantahiing  together  (    900 :  o« 
aear  aooo  acrtt,  and  valoed  at  npwardi  of      •      .      J 


^  Prmdent,  Richard  Ftuinan. 

H T««WMr«A  TImwum ScreWBt  WiUiaa Inglesl^, Henrr-IoMfc' 
M  Sterttaria,  Hetaj  HolcoBiba,  John  VftL^io,  Joha  M.  Rebertfc-     . 
- AttUumit,  TIwnaaRJvert,' Jdm  GmnUj,  J«hn  Hart*  Hcmy  la- 

glctby.  WiUiam  Ingletby.  David  Adanu."* 

Bf  die  MiBvte*  of  this  Association  far  161  f,  it  appaan  there  vn% 
tecaived  £or  this  fund  for  ibat  jear*  4.36  doUiu^  ^  la  i8t9«.tbc  onlteo* 
tkiH  oBwuqUd  CO  ssadoUan.  The-rBcwpts  fpr  tbia  year  I  bava  wK 
karaccas  the  MuuuH  have  «uit  fci  cpm  u»  h«n4> . 

Tbe  Pbiladelphik  Association,  a*  we  hare  i^n,  be^ao  to  raise  « 
Amd  for  the  iustt.Uiice  of  promiUng  younjr  men,  &c.  about  halJF  a 
century  Ago.  la  {7631  Mis.  Elizabeth  Hobbkbc(]ue»ihed  to  this  Arnd. 
or  (o  we  Afsociatton  by  lyhom  it  was  managed,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  pouadi.  Fiftf  more  pounds  w^re  raited  probably  by  contribu- 
tion, and  a  niunber,  wbote  names  I  have  not  obtained,  were  auitted  by- 
it.  Had  it  not  been  for  what  Edwards  calls  the  0  TimfeTg  of  die  wai^ 
lUkd  the  0  ISfsTM  of  continental  money,  dua  fund,  in  1790,  woatdbavc 
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•monntcd  to  eight  handnd  poondi.*  What  remsiiiu  of  it,  wbicfa  km 
little  Over  a  thousand  d(41ar*,  w!U  probably  be  ased  at  aa  aniiliary  to  the 
HlducatioQ  Society  already  deicribed. 

About  1791,  a  profxnition  was  laidbcfov  the  Wanren  Aantia* 
tioa  for  Taifiog  a  fund  for  the  same  porpow  as  the  otben  we  have 
mentioned.  'I'he  measure  was  approwd  Oi,  bat  not  Much  appcan  t9 
liaTe  been  done  until  two  jears  afto',  when  tba  patnnu  of  tb«  nadcT' 
taking  obtained  an  Act  of  Incosporation. 

By  beqatsti,  donations)  and  coatributioiii,  &c.  this  Aiod  hat  beea 
aagnwnted  to  about  three  thousand  dollars :  it  is  noninally  more, 
but  it  is  doubtffll  whether  soioe  notes  will  be  collected.  A  tboosani 
<i(rflars  (tf  tliis  fund  came  from  the  late  Kichard  Devensi  Ekj.  a  nacm- 
ber  of  Dr.  Morse's  church  in  Cbarlestown,  the  tame  liberal  genileman 
who  gave  so  much  to  our  Missionary  Society.  Generoes  donations 
kave  also  been  jnade  .to  this  institution  by  Nicholas  Brown,  Esq.  of 
ProTidetice,  CoL  Dana,  of.  Newton,  Dea.  Goodwin,  of  Oiaikstowni 
£beaeaer  fieccomb,  Esq.  of  Salem,  and  many  others.  The  names  t£ 
those  who  bare  been  assisted  by  it,  are  Joshoa  Bradley.  Thomas  Ran^ 
Jereaiiah  Chaplin,  Nathaniel  Kendrick,  David  Curtis,  Thomas  Power, 
Charles  Wheeler,  Samuet  Glover,  George  Phtppen,  David  Pease,  and 
Joseph  Bailey,  all  of  whom,  except  the  two  last,  fiiii^ted  their  edoea- 
tions  at  Providence.  Messrs.  PoiW,  and  Bailey  have  engaged  ia  sec* 
Alar  pursuits  )  the  other  ten  are  acting  a  respectabU  part  in  the  Chris- 
tian ministry.  Although  the  dividends  of  this  foiHl  have  not  been 
great,  yet  they  have  afibrded  peculiar  assistance  to  those  above  named 
towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  their  edoeatioo.  Elijah  F.  WiHey 
«id  Heiben  Marshall,  now  Bicmbers  cf  Brown  Uoiverttty,  arc  under 
its  patronage.     . 

A  few  years  since,  Levi  Peirce,  Esq.  of  Middleborough,  [nreaeuted 
to  the  Trustees  of  this  fund  an  Academy,  wtiich  he  had  built  at  his 
own  expense.  It  stands  near  his  hou»,  at  a  place  called  the  Foar 
Comers,  is  50  feet  by  30,  two  stories  high,  and  with  the  lot  on  which 
it  stands  cost  abont  3500  dollars.  This  liberal  gentleman  has  gives 
asiurancesof  endowing  this  Academy  with  1000  dollans,  shoold  the 
patrons  iA  the  (isnd  aiKl  the  brethren  generaBy  make  eaeriioua  to  fie. 
ward  hb  design.  It  is  hoped  that  other  fund*  will  be  added  to  the 
princely  endowment  contemplated  by  this  distinguished  benefactor ; 
that  a  library  will  be  collected,  and  tlvngs  set  in  order,  that  we  may 
have  jttst'wbat  w«  want,  via.  an  Institution  where  brethten,  who  >ie 
•nt  under  circnmsuufeces  to  go  the  whole  round  of  dasSicat  stadia^ 
nay  devote  to  literary  pursuits  what  time  they  can  spare. 

*  Materials  lotrardl  a  liGstoty  cf  the  Bqitisis  b  Kew^iersey,  p.  47—49. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

General  ObtervatioiUf  Miscelianeoiu  Articles^  ^c. 

THIS  eliapWr  will  not  be  lo  len^y  as  wai  ezpected.  lioce  nunr 
•f  the  obterrsitions  and  snticlei,  which  it  wm  to  coDtoia,  hare  bee^ 
mticipiad  in  cfae  precedia^  narratives. 

MoTfran  Edwvdii  aboot  fortj  years  ajfOiobserTed  ^hat  the  Bap> 
titts  were  more  agreed  u  to  the  eredenA  than  the  agnt£  of  ibeir  order  i 
that  ii,  they  were  more  united  in  their  doctHnal  teatinienti,  than  iix 
model  of  practice.  At  preccnt  there  is  lome  diversity  on  both  of 
these  points.  But  when  we  consider  that  they  are  spread  over  an  ex- 
tent of  country  more  than  two  thomand  miles  in  lengthi  and  froni 
fire  hundred  to  more  than  a  thousand  in  width  \  that  they  have 
rapidly  increased  from  a  small  community  to  a  numerous  host  i  that 
among  them  are  persons  from  almost  every  nation  in  Europe,  and 
from  i^early  every  religious  persoAsion  in  Christeadom ;  that  they  ar« 
Bot  hound  to  subscribe  to  any  Articles  er  Confetsions ;  that  every 
■hurch  is  a  distinct,  independent  body,  governed  by  itt  own  laws  and 
amenable  to  no  foreign  tribunal ;  that  they  admit  of  no  dictating  sy- 
nods, nor  controlling  asiembties  ;  I  say,  when  all  these  things  are  coo- 
■idend,  instead  of  being  surprized  at  any  diversity  in  smaller  mattery 
it  ii  rather  a  subject  of  wonder  that  tfaeiv  is  such  an  agreement  iit 
their  doctrinal  views,  and  Mich  a  coiTespoadence  in  their  maxtmt  and 
modes  of  procedure. 

It  must  be  understood,  that  the  observations  we  are  here  miikm^^ 
regard  the  Associated  Baptists,  and  those,  who  are  in  communioa 
with  them.  The  minor  sects  of  baptized  believers,  have  been  detcrib- 
•d  under  their  respective  heads. 

Throughout  America  and  is  England  and  its  dependencies,  the 
Baptists  form  but  one  body.  A  brother  froni  the  farthest  churcbes 
en  the  American  continent,  or  from  the  remotest  part  of  the  British 
dominions,  need  mily  produce  a  certificate  of  his  regular  standing, 
■o  be  admitted  to  the  communion  and  feltowihip  of  any  church  wlierv 
fait  lot  may  be  cast.  And  by  messengers  from  one  Asaociatioa  to  anoth- 
er, by  the  interchange  of  minutes,  by  epistolary  communications,  &c* 
there  is  a  correspondence  constantly  maintained  throughout  this  wide 
•onnexion. 

There  it,  generally  speaVing.  a  great  ttmtlarity  fS  maanen  among 
^  the  chnrches  on  the  American  continent  (  and  the  same,  I  con- 
clude, may  be  said  of  them  ehewliSTet  yet  there  are  some  differences' 
arising  from  local  habits,  and  front  that  cameteon  disposition  of  talcing 
ihc  colour  of  the  nearest  object  In  many  parts  of  the  New-England 
States,  there  it  a  doll,  tinanimating  manner,  among  bath  ministers  and 
private  Christians,  which  they  seem  to  have  borrowed  front  theiF 
Pedobaptista  neighbonn.  In  most  parts  of  the  Sonthem  and  Western 
States,  you  find  among  them  much  of  the  fervour,  the  ado,  and  amen, 
of  the  Methodisti.  Among  the  country  churches  in  all  the  States  a 
cordial  and  unaffected  hospitality  prevails  j  every  house  is  a  welcome 
home  for  minisiert  and  brethren,  who  may  calL  The  churches  in 
towns  and  cities  for  the  mott  part  exercise  hospitality  to  a  good  de- 
gree, and  tome  at  the  southward  pay  a  marked  attention  to  visiting 
bret(i[en,'especialhr  mimttcrs.    A  few  cities  and  principal  towa:^  i» 
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difieteat  tKtioDS  of  thU  wide->pmd  empire,  are  visited  hj  to  naaj 
Ixrethrea  mnd  efen  mioitten  oD  biuineu  of  a  secular  natot^  who,  u 
It  ii  right  tbejr  ibonld,  provide  lodgingg  for  ihenuelres,  thai  it  tome- 
timet  happeoi  that  tJioM,  viba  are  on  raigiooi  or  preachhig  Tuita  oolf 
are  left  to  provide  for  themselTn. 

Take  this  denomination*  at  larg^,  I  believe  the  following  will  be 
found  a  pretty  correct  statement  of  their  viewi  of  doctrine.  They 
bold  that  man  in  hit  natural  condition  is  entirely  depraved  and  sinful ; 
that  unlets  he  is  born  t^^xa — changed  hj  grace — or  made  alive  unto 
God — he  canngi  be  fitted  for  the  communion  of  saints  on  earth,  nor 
the  enjoyment  of  God  in  Heaven }  tiiat  where  God  hath  begun  a 
good  work,  he  will  carry  it  on  to  tlie  end  ;  that  there  is  an  etecuon  of 
grace — an  cfiectval  calling,  &c.  and  that  the  happiness  of  the  righ- 
teous aadthe  misery  of  the  wicked  will  both  be  eternal. 

The  doctrines*  of  Ariuc  and  Socinui^  widi  their  concomitarU  train 
•f  errors,  have  found  scarce  any  advocates  among  them  ;  if  any  cm- 
brace  these,  they  are  by  a  general  content  diuiwoed  and  excluded 
from  fellowship. 

Tbe  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  has  been  differently  understood. 
The  old  churches  pretty  nniformerly  held  that  it  -km  particular  ;  that 
h,  that  Christ  died  for  the  eUet  only,  and  that  in  his  stupendous  suffer- 
ing), no  respect  was  had  to,  nor  any  provision  made  for,  any  others  of 
Adam'a  mined  race.  This  was  called  the  strict  Calvinistick  ar  GiUIte 
plan.  Yet  there  have  been  some  all  alongi  vho  found  this  meat  too 
strong  for  th«r  appetite  and  digeition.  TAese  brathren,  notwithstand- 
ing they  disclaimed  all  merit  in  the  creature,  aiul  held  that  salvation 
ivai  by  grace  alone,  were  generally  denominated  Arminians,  as  it  wat 
thoQght  there  could  be  no  medium  between  the  tyitenu  of  John  of 
Geneva,  and  James  of  Amsterdam.  The  latitudinarian  principles  of 
■uch  brediren,  had,  however,  gained  ground  considenbly  previous  to 
the  importation  of  Dr.  Fuller's  piece,  entitled,  Tl>e  Gutpcl  moribj  ofaB 
aeuft^on,  whkh  represents  the  Atonement  as  general  in  itt  nature 
but  particular  in  iu  application.  This  new  eiplanation  was  by  many 
considered  as  afiording  pectdtar  relief  to  the  embarTassmects  of  the 
Gilliteplan;  multiindei  every  where  beciame  the  disciples  of  onr  ft- 
mous  EngliUi  divine  ;  so  that  now  it  is  probable  the  greater  part  of 
^  American  churches  have  fallen  in  with  hit  views.  There  are  some^ 
however,  who  find  considerable  difficulties  attending  botli  Gill's  and 
Fuller*!  deGnittoni  of  this  mytteriout  subject,  and  who,  without  either 
fceptical  indefference,  or  a  strenuous  attuchmcnt  to  systems  of  hu- 
man arrangement,  content  themselves  with  believing  merely,'  that 
God  19  Ivotd  tie  vforfd,  that  be  gave  hit  only  begotton  Son,  that  itiho- 
nevtr  betitvelh  m^n,  should  not  petish,  but  have  everlasting  life. 

•  It  will  be  dxerved  by  the  attentive  reader,  that  throuirfioat  *ls  wrat,  the 
avthor  has  never  used  tbe  word  doctrines  as  aptiUetl  to  such  wnliniertts  a>  mr 
4enom)iMdon  Bencrall^  acknowkdKe  tobe  trve.  I  know  nw  best  writen  uM 
tbe  expret«iooii  Ooctrma  of  the  Gospel— ~Doetrmrt  qf  Gract,  JXe.  ]  do  nut 
•ay  tliey  ore  wrong,  but  I  can  say  I  see  no  proptirty  in  them,  'the  niulti&-> 
riuui  ermn  of  human  and  intemnl  inventino  are  Jennminated  t/ie  dtxlrinei  of 
men — thf  daetrinet  ofdnilt,  tsV.  bot  asif  tnreprewnt  theuntty  of  thegiimcl 
plan,  this  nam,  when  applied  to  divfawprfiidples, is  not  once  in  the  Nev-'ii^ 
bunent  used  in  thepbinil,  but  always  in  theniiKuiar  number.  Hence  wercad 
of  sound  tfoe/n'nr,  tbe  doctrine  or  teaching  of  God — of  Christ— of 'Ji;.- Anrs- 
tlea,&c. 
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The  ministen  of  this  connriioo  itre,  for  the  most  part,  n  set  of  plain 
laborious  preachsrs,  who  strive  more  to  addreis  themselves  to  the 
consciences  of  their  hearers,  chin  ta  amuse  theni  with  the  flowers  of 
rhetoric):  and  the  embellishments  of  style.  But  a  unitll  portion  of 
them  have  any  considerable  share  of  human  Icdrning,  bnt  they  are 
capable  of  tps:iking  to  the  understaniling  and  comfort  of  iheir  breth- 
ren :  no  sec  of  preachers,  except  the  Methodises,  are  more  incessant  in 
their  labours;  none  preach  with  [greater  e&ct  i  and,  with  not  many 
exceptions,  they  have  and  do  now  support  a  character  becomiiKi; 
chcir  sacred  professicm  ;  and  if  some  have  tutned  out  bad,  let  the  de- 
noinioation  that  is  without  sin,  cast  the  first  stune.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered honr  little  they  have  received  for  their  services,  and  how  strait, 
ened  their  circumstances  have  been,  it  is  a  matter  of  snrprise  that  the/ 
have  continued  so  incessant  in  their  labours.  Some  may  ascribe  their 
zeal  to  party  and  proselyting  motives ;  hue  those  who  know  them  bestt 
will  trace  it  lo  a  higher  and  more  respectable  origin. 

As  a  body,  the  temporal  circumstances  of  our  brethren,  notwichstand> 
ing  their  scanty  allowances,  have  been  bettered  mure  than  a  hundred 
per  cent,  within  twenty  or  thirty  years  pait.  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
considerably  over  five  hundred  churches  have  aiisen  on  ^ound  which 
was  in  a  wilderness  state  at  the  close  of  the  last  war.  Most  of  the 
preachers  who  emigrated  early  to  these  settlements,  have,  by  taking  up 
new  lands  at  a  che.tp  rate,  and  by  clearing  them  by  their  own  exertitms, 
and  by  the  assistance  of  their  brethreo,  obtained  estates  which  afford 
them  a  comfortable  subsistence  ;  and  some,  by  this  means  have  acquir- 
ed a  considerable  degree  of  opulence.  Many  of  those  in  older  settle- 
ment^ have,  from  necessity,  fbimd  out  expedients,  by  which  they  have 
obtained  a  competent  supply  of  the  meat  that  peririieth  ;  some  have  ac- 
quired good  estates  by  tnheriiancet  but  not  one  in  a  thousand  has  laid 
op  ri  ches  to  any  considerable  amoiini  from  his  salary  for  preaching. 

Of  the  great  numbers  of  Baptist  ministers  m  America,  "-iventy  or  thir- 
ty aTe  probably  worth  twenty  thousand  doliars,  or  upwards ;  a  very 
few  are  reputed  to  be  worth  from  three  to  five  times  th<£t  sam.  From 
fifty  to  seventy-five,  may  be  wurtli  ten  thousand  ;  four  or  five  hun- 
dred ,  five  thouiiand  ;  probably  about  two  hundred*  arc  ab>oluiely  poor. 
Rnd  the  rest  have  estates  of  every  variety  of  value  under  the  sum  last 
mentioned.  The  acquisition  of  the  knowledge  necessary  lo  make 
ibis  statement  was  not  a  constituent  part  of  the  original  plan  of  this 
work ;  but  having  the  curiosity  to  learn  the  circumstances  of  my 
brethren,  1  made  inquiries,  not  of  them,  but  of  their  neighbours,  and 
am  confident  I  have  not  overrated  their  temporal  abilities. 

A  great  portion  of  these  ministers  are  in  the  middle  and  advanced 
stages  of  lite  ;  those  who  are  young  in  the  ministry,  and  such  as  may 
hereafter  engage  in  it,  have  a  thiee.fold  prospect  before  them  :  ist, 
they  must  engage  in  a  systematick  course  of  secular  concerns  for  a 
livelihood,  which  cannot  but  obstruct  their  ministaial  usefulness;  or, 
adly,  they  must  be  contented  to  sit  down  under  the  pressure  of  penury 
and  want ;  or,  jdly,  the  churches  must  come  forward  upon  a  more 
liberal  plan,  and  show  by  their  conduct  that  they  believe  what  their 
Biules  teach  tbero  on  this  imporunt  subject,  viz.  that  the  labourer  is 

■  In  this  number  wc  <1o  ncrt  incltidc  tbnse  who  are  not  yet  settled.    Ccuutnif 
tbeni,  there  arcprobaUy  more  who  have  no  estate  oi' any  kiBiL 
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wonh]r  of  his  hire,  and  that  they,  who  preach  the  gospel,  ihxil  firf 
of  the  same.  Thcsr  tentimciits,  our  churches  uniformlj  profesi  tv 
believe,  and  yet  too  generally  conduct  as  though  they  had  but  little 
influence  on  their  mind*.  Their  pHrsimonious  habits  with  regard  to 
the  support  of  the  gospel,  were  acquired  at  an  early  period  of  their 
existence,  and  mostly  by  means  of  their  ministers,  who  declaimed  much 
against  hirelings,  salary-men,  &c.  and  many  Lad  to  feel  through  life 
the  ill  effects  of  their  instructions. 

In  New-England,  the  business  of  parish  tates  for  the  support  of  the 
established  clergy,  was  pushed  forward  with  rigour,  and  ministers  and 
brethren  united  to  cry  down  the  offensive  and  unrighteous  economy,  , 
but  toolc  no  pains  to  establish  a  better  one  in  its  room.  The  tobacco 
salaries  of  the  Episcopal  clergy  in  Virginia  became  obnoilous  to  all 
dissenters,  and  to  none  more  than  the  Baptists ;  but  in  arguing  againu 
them,  they,  like  the  New-£nglanden,  forgot,  or  at  least  made  no  pro- 
vision  for  a  gospel  method  of  supporting  tlieir  own  miniiiers.  Neg- 
lectful habits  ik  both  cases  ensued,  which  have  had  an  extensive  ard 
.  unfriendly  ioflaence.  Kentucky  is  nothing  mare  than  a  part  of  Vir- 
ginia moved  over  the  mountains  ;  and  to  the  other  western,  and  all 
the  more  soolhern  States,  Virginian  brethren  emigrated,  and  carried 
their  calcuUtioDS  with  them. 

There  is  a  line  of  old  churches  through  New-Jersey,  PenQsylTaoia, 
and  Delaware,  which  never  had  any  ecclesiastical  estahlishmeuts  not 
religious  publicans  to  contend  wiih,  and  which  liave,  from  their  begin- 
ning, been  better  endoi^ed,  and  made  better  provision  for  their  min- 
isters than  any  Baptist  churches  in  America. 

In  the  peculiar  circumftances  we  have  mentioned,  and  under 
the  unfriendly  btasses  tliey  produced,  most  of  the  e^trly  churches  in 
this  country  began  their  career  )  and  from  the  unseasonable  indiscriffl- 
inating  discourses  of  their  ministers,  they  became  deeply  instructed  in 
s  lesson,  whicfi  covetous  nature  is  apt  enough  to  learn,  the  embarrass- 
ing effects  of  which  are  felt  to  this  day.  A  deacon  once  said  to  hit 
minister.  Tit  Lord  iiep  ihee  bani/e,  and  -lue'll  ieefi  die  poor.  A  minister 
once  said  to  his  people,  whom  he  was  obliged  to  learp,  7Vu  it.vt  tbt 
goipd — but  yw  lov*  yeur  monty  belltr.  lint  whatever  inconvenience* 
ministers  feel  from  the  paisimony  of  their  brethren,  they  generally  de- 
cline saying  much  on  the  subject.  And  indeed  it  is  an  unwelcome 
task  for  a  minister  to  teach  a  lesson,  which  he  i^  much  interested  to 
enforce,  but  his  people  to  oppnse  and  neglect.  If  a  church  cannot  see 
and  will  not  supply  tlie  needs  of  their  pastor,  let  him  give  them  a  hint 
of  it  by  a  letter  of  resignation,  and  not  be  always  begging  for  mote 
■alary. 

The  brethren  in  Virginia  perhapi  exceed  those  in  any  other  Stale 
in  vrithholding  their  carnal  things  from  those  who  labour  among  tliem. 
One  of  their  ministers,  who  is  very  thoroughly  acquainted  wi;h  their 
affairS)  writes  thus :  *'  The  support  of  preachers  in  Virginia  is  ei- 
tremely  precarious.  By  most  it  is  viewed  as  a  matter  of  alms,  and  of 
course  afforded  only  to  the  needy.  1  doubt  whether  there  it  onci 
who  averages  300  dollars  per  annum,  and  pL-rhjps  nut  ten,  who  get 
150  reguhirly.  Some  of  tiie  most  popular  and  labiirious  preachers  in 
the  State,  ofien  pass  more  than  twelve  muiiiitS)  without  receiving  a 
ceBt  for  their  pubUck  servicts.    No  man  dare  preach  about  it.     He 
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it  at  once  def.imsJ  as  n  money-hiinter.  Sec."  Similar  obMn-atiotn 
may  be  msde  refpcciini;  the  churches  in  many  other  parts  of  tlie 
UniteJ  Statfs.  The  same  writer  inlorros  us,  that  "  the  preachers  in 
Virginia,  notwithstanding  thetr  scanty  allowance,  are  generally  npon 
a  mediocrity  in  pf>int  of  property  ■,  if  any  thing,  rather  below/*  'len, 
he  supposes,  may  be  worth  ten  thou>and  dollirs  each,  independent  of 
ihitir  slaves  [  stvtnty  or  eighty,  fii?e  thousand  j  and  not  more  than  twen- 
ty  in  the  Stale  may  be  calK'd  paupers.  One  miniiier  in  Chesierfield 
county  is  repnted  worth  a  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

As  a  fur;l)er  ilhisttation  of  the  views  of  many  of  our  brethren,  res- 
pecting their  duty  towards  their  ministers,  we  will  quote  the  two  fol- 
lowing ingenious  pieces,  which  were  wriltMi  about  the  same  time,  by 
men  who  lived  about  a  thiuisand  miles  apart,  and  who  appear  to  have 
been  wholly  unacquainted  with  each  other.  The  first  was  pubhshed 
by  Mr.  John  Lelantt,  in  his  Budget  of  Scraps,  in  1810.  The  other  is 
part  of  a  Circular  l.etter,  which  was  published  in  the  Minutes  of  the 
Georgia  Association,  for  1808.  The  letter,  as  appears  by  the  Minutes, 
was  written  by  Re».  Thomas  Rhodes. 

"many  h>'.h  of  makt  nihds. 

"  How  Tarioos  are  the  opinions  of  men  respecting  tl«  mode  of  tup. 
porting  gospel  ministers ! 

"A  thinks  that  preachers  of  the  gospel  thot:)d  be  qualified,  inducted, 
and  supported  in  a  mode  to  be  prescribed  by  the  statute  laws, 

"  £  is  of  opinion  that  a  preacher  is  not  emitted  to  any  compensation 
for  his  services)  unlets  he  is  poor  and  shiftless,  and  cannot  Uvc  wtihotit 
llie  alms  of  ihe  people. 

"  C  says,  that  it  talces  him  as  long  to  go  to  meeting  and  hear  the 
preacher,  as  it  does  for  the  preacher  to  go  and  preach,  and  their  obti- 
gtttions  are  therefore  reciprocal. 

"  /}  believes  that  a  rich  preacher  is  as  much  entitled  to  a  «ward  for 
his  labour  as  if  he  was  poor. 

*'  E  believes  a  preacher  should  give  the  whole  of  liis  time  to  readinjr, 
meditating,  jM-eaching,  praying,  and  visiting  ;  and  therefore  he  ought 
to  be  liber-tlly  supported  j  not  in  the  light  of  alms,  but  in  that  o4'  a 
gospel  debt. 

"  /"joins  with  E,  with  [his  proviso,  that  the  liberal  snpport  be  aver- 
aged on  all  the  meaibers  of  the  church,  according  to  property  and 
privilege. 

"  G  also  agrees  with  E,  provided  the  liberal  support  be  ra'sed  by  a 
free,  publick  contribution,  without  any  knowledge  or  examination  what 
each  individual  does. 

*'  ff  chooLes  to  tax  himself,  and  constable  his  own  money  to  hii 
prejcher,  without  consulting  any  other. 

"/  loves  the  preachers,  and  pays  them  with  blessings  ;  but  tlie  sound 
of  money  drives  all  good  feelings  from  his  heart. 

"  When  y  hean  a  man  preach,  thjt  he  does  not  believe  is  sent  of 
God,  he  feels  under  no  obligation  to  give  him  any  thing  ;  and  when  he 
hears  a  preacher  that  gives  him  evidence  that  he  is  in  the  service  of 
the  Lord  and  devoted  to  the  work,  he  forms  the  conclusion  that  the 
Lord  pays  the  preacher  well  for  his  work  at  he  goes  along. 

"  X  likes  preachers  very  well,  but  preaching  rather  better  i  be  feels. 
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iberefoK,  b«st  pleaied  ^en-  the  preacher  fails  comingt  md  a  gap 
opens  far  himself;  for  he  had  ra^er  w<Hk  hit  pauag?,  and  take  bii 
fnrn  at  the  helm,  than  paj  a  pilot. 

.  <-  L  argues,  like  a  man*  that  the  prestcfaer  ought  to  receive  tcmv- 
fhing  handKinie  for  hii  seniceit  and  laments  that  him  self  it  in  debt, 
and  cannot  communicate  any  thing  without  defrauding  hit  creditors ) 
Vt  the  same  time,  be  takes  special  care  to  keep  alwxjs  in  debt  for  cheap 
{atms)  wild  land)  or  tome  oUier  article  of  an  increasing  nature. 

**  Mii  a  man  of  a  thousand.  He  argues  that  the  moJe  of  support, 
ing  miniitera  is  left  blank  in  the  New-Testament )  because  no  tau  ai>Jt 
would  be  economical  in  all  places  :  but  that  the  dttd  itself  it  enjoin- 
ed on  allr  who  are  taught  bj  an  ordinance  of  Heaven.  If,  therefore, 
a  contribution  is  recommended,  AT  will  be  tbremost  to  the  box.  When 
S  subscription  is  judged  niost  advisable,  his  name  will  be  first  on  the 
]ist.  If  averaging  it  cftniider^d  most  equitable,  he  will  add  a  little  to 
bit  bill,  lest  oLners  should  fail.  And  if  no  mndt  at  all  is  agreed  up<in, 
■till  M,  at  an  individual,  will  contribute  by  himself  i  fur  he  reasons, 
that  if  others  are  remits,  it  is  neither  precedent  nor  excuse  for  hiiik 
He  does  not  give  to  be  seen  of  men,  but  because  bis  heart  it  in  iti 
and  tbex goifel  drtti  (as  he  calls  them)  he  pays  with  at  much  devotion, 
U  he  spreadt  his  haiuis  in  prayer  to  Cod.  I'he  creed  of  his  faith, 
which  seems  to  be  written  on  hit  heart,  is,  "That  although  all  the 
^oney  in  tbe  world  cannot  purchase  pardon  of  sin,  or  the  smiles  of  a 
reconciled  God  i  yet  religion  always  hat  cost  money  or  worth,  from 
Abel's  lamb  lo  the  present  day.  And  that  the  man  who  will  not  part 
with  a  little  money,  for  the  take  ctf  him  who  parted  with  hit  Uood  for 
tinnert,  it  a  wicked  disciple." 

**  N  approve)  of  the  faith  and  profesMon  of  jif  in  every  particular, 
bDt  reduces  nothing  of  it  to  practice. 

<*  O,  like  hit  make,  believes  nothing,  does  poUiing,  and  it  at  near 
nothing  a>  any  thing  can  be." 

/rem  t/ie   Georgia  MiKuUt. 
"tub  CHURCS  IK  COSFEREXCB  ASSEMBLED. 

"  The  deacon  arose  and  faid,  "  It  it  time,  brethren,  to  make  up 
something  for  the  support  of  cur  miniiler."  (OJiring  a  tubicriflkn) 
Whtreupvn, 

"  A  said  lie  thought  it  to  be  a  matter  of  mm  tharily,  and  (as  chanty 
begins  at  home)  he  was  bound  to  provide  for  his  tivn  ;  at  any  rate, 
be  thoDghl  the  miniMi-r  to  be  as  well  cfF  as  be,  and  many  of  his  breib- 
ren  were  i  and  therefore  considered  himself  under  no  obligation. 

"  £  replied,  that  it  could  not  be  a  matter  of  charity  ai  all,  since  tbe 
lavs  of  nature  and  of  God  ecjoined  it  ;  and  their  own  tall  of  the 
brother  im&&  it  a  matter  of  moral  obligation. 

"  C  alleged  that  he  had  subscribed  tihtrallj  to  a  useftil  institution, 
and  must  be  excused  in  that  case. 

**  I)  said,  he  had  assisted  /nv/j  in  building  the  meetirg-housc,  and 
must  have  lime  to  recover  it. 

**  £  rejoined,  he  had  been  building  houses  or  tnillt,  and  had  no 
money  left  for  any  purpose. 

"  F  said  he  had  a  son  lately  married,  and  it  had  called  for  all  he 
ftnil^  raise. 
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*'  G  staiei))  that  be  had  mule  wrvral  coatraco,  and  (ezni  he  ihotdd 

AM  be  al>le  to  meet  them,  fee. 

"N  arose  and  laiJ,  he  vai  very  much  astonifhed  at  tbtt  pleas  uigi 
«d  ;  HS  if  iibrraSilci  to  Other  iDBlitu'.ions,  aiding  lo  build  mcetinf^-houiec, 
(retting  cMily  bouses,  mo/wj'  sumptuous  oiarriaget,  or  cuutracts  to 
9masK  wealth,  conld  esoneraie  from  a  poiiuve  duiy. 

"  /  lemarted,  he  had  made  a  short  cropi  aod  h»d  nothing  to  spare. 
To  whkh  agreed.  7,  K,  L,  and  M. 

"TVsaidi  he  was  poor,  and  though  tuiSiug,wit  unable  to  do  aaj  Aing, 
With  whom  0,  P,  and  Q  agreed. 

"  a  stated,  that  then  erapt  and  poverij  might  excuse  from  doing 
mveh,  but  couM  be  no  just  plea  for  doing  neihing ;  since  it  is  required 
according  to  what  he  has,  and  not  according  to  what  he  has  not. 

■■  S  t.iiJ,  he  never  subscribed  to  an^  paper.  To  whom  said  T, 
*•  Yes,  brother,  I  am  for  none  of  this  otligaiiim  \  if  I  get  any  tiling  to 
ipare,  1  will  ;;ive  it,  and  be  done  with  it." 

"  Vt  IV,  X  and,  T,  alleged,  that  they  thought  it  rather  dangerotu 
togivt  iihtmUy,  lest  thej  should  make  their  minister /rout/,  and  so  hin- 
der his  uselulaest,  &c. 

"  Z,  rising  soberly,  said,  he  had  attended  to  what  had  been  said  on 
the  subject,  and  was  grkvrd  ia  tpir'H  to  hear  so  many  objections  to  the 
discharge  of  a  rctuonahU  andjuit  duty  :  be  ffared  that  a  spirit  afpriJe 
and  tirvetoiuaeit  had  disposed  them  to  serve  themselves  of  the  good 
things  of  God,  without  returning  him  one  tliaukful  offering  ;  he  won- 
dered how  Christians  could  expect  the  continuance  of  the  bJessings  of 
life,  who  are  more  abusive  of,  and  unthankful  for  them,  than  heathens 
who  never  use  any  of  a  nm  crop,  till  they  have  offered  the  firM 
fruits  to  tlie  great  Giver  of  all  good.  To  the  bretbreo,  who  are  so 
afraid  of  spoiling  the  minister  by  liberalities,  he  said,  "  are  not  your 
tons  and  daughters  at  lovely,  and  their  souls  as  precious  in  your  sight 
as  your  minister  ?  If  so,  why  do  you  not  govern  them  by  the  same 
rule  !  and  when  the  tons  request  tupcr^itei  to  wear,  higi  prixeii,  gailj 
horses,  xnAJiflj  or  itxlj  dollar  saddles  to  ride,  and  the  daughters  laif 
itring  dresses  with  trails  from  ibrte  to  Jive  feet  in  \vngth,^e  tmiuix  Mid 
feaihtri,  and  other  tofily  equipage  of  dress  ;  why  do  you  not  say,  '■  no, 
ray  lovely  children,  these  will  make  you  proud  and  ruin  you."  Nfi, 
your  families  can  be  and  appear  in  all  ihe  faihiotuihU  elegance  of  dreet, 
and  your  boards  loaded  with  all  the  luxariet  of  life,  without  adverting 
to  the  evil  consequences  of  such  conduct.  '*  I  would,  (said  he)  that 
brethren  would  he  consisteiiL" 

"  Dear  brethren,  the  spirit  and  result  of  the  above  are  often  seen  in 
the  face  of  your  subscription- papers.  There  we  see  annexed  to  some 
names  ten  dollars;  to  others, five;  others,Qne;  and  oLhers,nothing  j  sane 
giving  and  others  withholding  more  than  is  meet  j  by  which  it  mueh 
ofltner  happens  that  the  preacher  is  like  the  colt  tied  •where  l^ro  vuaje 
met,  than  likely  to  be  exiilted  by  the  abundance  of  your  liberality. 
And,  indeed,  if  any  of  you  think  tlie  standing  and  usefulness  of  your 
minister  depend  on  his  poverty,  we  would  advise  you  to  be  liberal  to 
him,  that  he  may  he  proven  and  stand  in  bis  imt  light ;  and  esptecially 
we  recommend  this  measure,  as  thereby  you  will  ha  vedone  your  duty, 
and  relieved  a  poor  minister  of  God  on  the  one  haml,  or  have  lietieitd 
a  hypocrite,  freed  the  chuich  of  a  pest,  and  ihe  world  of  an  impostor, 
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on  [he  other.  The  faithfal  servant  of  Christ,  instead  of  being  hacgk^ 
tf ,  would  be  humbled  by  the  abounding  of  your  liberality.  Honr  le- 
tieved  and  comforted  would  the  poor  minister  be,  if  his  breihien  were 
to  uy  to  him,  as  a  late,  meek  old  minister  said  to  a  young  oue  on  his 
commencing  his  ministry — '•  Go  en,  irether,  in  tic  came  e/jfour  Master, 
and  hi  not  anxioiu  abotit  lie  /amilr,  fir  ibry  ibail  never  tvffer  as  long  at  I 
iive."  But  we  tpealc  not  with  respt^ct  to  want,  or  that  we  deiite  a  gift ; 
but  that  you  may  have  fruit,  which  inay  abound  to  ycur  account,  to 
praise  and  lionour  at  the  coming  ot  Christ,  the  chief  Shepherd.  Pii- 
%.  iv.  n— .7."  

The  churches  in  the  cities  and  ptincijtal  towns  have  generally  de- 
vised  means  to  aEFord  their  pr.stots  a  competent  support :  many  of 
those  in  the  country  hare  refurmed  much  of  their  fornier  negligence, 
and  a  moie  liberal  spirit  is,  in  miuy  places,  prevailing. 

A  review  of  the  progress  of  the  gospel  will  convince  us  that  churchei 
arc  seldom  on  the  gospel  line  with  regard  to  the  support  of  tkeir 
ministers ;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  upon  a  large  scdie  the  rause 
of  Christ  has  been  more  injured  by  ministers'  receiving  too  much  than 
too  little.  A  preacher,  trho  has  a  pr.lncely  salary,  is  tempted  to  adopt 
a  style  proportionate,  and  in  consequence  becomes  inacces'iblc  and  un- 
profitable to  the  poor  of  bis  flock,  who  are  generally  the  most  numer* 
ous  and  better  part  of  iL' 

There  ii  a  place  somewhere  between  tlie  palace  and  ihe  a!ms>house, 
where  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  ought  to  reside;  but  it  is  a  noiorinat 
fact,  that  the  real  servanti  of  Christ,  in  all  ages  and  countrirs,  as  Joha 
Inland  jomewlierc  observes,  have  been  like  the  camels  of  Arabia, 
who,  wliile  they  carry  spices  and  jewels,  feed  on  shrubs  and  thistles. 

As  to  our  connexion  in  America,  we  will  not  cast  all  the  blame  cf 
this  affair  on  the  churches,  since  tlie  ministers  ought  to  bear  no  incnn. 
siderable  share  of  it.  Many,  we  have  shown,  by  their  imprudent  dis- 
courses, excited  prtjudices,  wliich  were  liard  to  counteract ;  and  some 
at  this  present  time,  who  have  a  competency  of  woildly  things,  eiiJicr 
by  heirship  or  by  the  favourable  turns  of  fottune,  lefuse  to  receive  a 
reward  for  thcii  ministerial  services;  and,  logainpopularity, speak  oft- 
en on  the  subject,  and  rather  discountenance  the  practice,  net  consider- 
ing that  but  few  of  iheir  brethren  are  in  their  circumstances.  Many, 
who  engage  io  the  ministry,  go  directly  into  secular  employments, 
before  they  try  the  experiment,  wlietlier  thty  will  be  supported  without 
them.  I'hey  soon  get  so  emba.raised  in  worldly  pursuits,  that  they 
cannot  devote  much  time  to  study  nor  visiting  their  flocks ;  so  that  if 
ibcir  peo|}le  give  them  but  little  for  preaching,  they  give  as  much  ai 
it  is  worth.  And  it  may  happen  that  those,  who  have  competent 
salaries  granted  them,  instead  of  being  assiduous  in  the  duties  of  their 
ministry,  spend  most  of  their  time  ia  indolence,  or  else  in  plans  and 
pursuits  to  lay  up  money.  We  do  not  pretend  that  many  nf  our  mtu- 
isteri  come  under  tlii«  last  class,  as  but  few  of  tlieni  are  in  the  citcum- 
stanccs  it  describes. 

The  Baptists  have  constantly  been  accused  of  despising  literature, 
and  of  teaching  maxims  unfriendly  to  its  prevalence.  This  is  ao  accu. 
sation  in  tnany  respects  groundless,  in  others  it  neeJs  some  qualifica- 
tion. The  acquisition  of  the  common  rudiments  of  learning,  they 
bare  certainly  always  encouraged ;  but  they  have  so  often  seen  Creek, 
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and  Latin,  and  Hebrew,  placed  over  the  head  of  the  S-iTiour,  that  it 
\i  not  strange  if  thef  bitre  carried  tlicir  prejudices  a^aiast  learned 
lainiiteTs  to  a,i  undue  extreme.  But  a  reliiih  for  liurature  is  prevail- 
ing, and  iu  usefulness  to  ministers  is  more  generaliy  acknowledged 
than  formerly,  though  none  of  our  churclies  nor  any  of  our  minisiers> 
whether  learned  or  unlearned,  have  adopted  the  mnst  absurd  of  all 
absurd  propositioos.  that  a  man  of  f;'f^^  a"d  grace,  who  has  a  dispen- 
lation  of  tlie  gospel  committed  to  him,  cinnot  be  qu:ilitied  fur  the 
work)  tiiitil  he  h  is  gone  the  round  of  academical  studies-~-(ibuined  a 
■mattering  of  Gieek  and  Latin — of  Euclid  and  Algebra — N>ivi?atii)ii 
andSurveying— been  constituted  Master  of  Arts — and  studied  divinity 
six  months  or  a  year.  Should  the  period  ever  arrive  in  which  Baptij>t 
churches  shall  confine  the  ministry  to  coUege-mea  only,  then  transmi- 
gration will  be  rapid,  and  other  churches  will  be  formed  from  them, 
as  they  have  been  built  up  from  all  others,  who  have  adopted  ^ie 
practice. 

That  learning  is  useful  for  a  preacher,  none,  who  know  its  benefit 
or  have  felt  its  need,  will  deny  ;  but  the  true  church  of  Christ  never 
has,  and  in  my  opinion  never  will,  hold  that  gospel  ministers  may  not 
guide  their  fellow-men  in  the  path  of  salvation  without  i^ 

The  Baptists  in  all  countries  and  ages  have  allowed  and  encoura- 
»ed  all  their  brethren,  who  have  gifts,  whether  set  apart  for  the  min- 
istry or  not,  to  exercise  them  in  their  assemblies ;  and,  when  they  are 
alive  in  religion,  have  many  conferences  and  wcial  meetings  for  t"* 
purpose.  Meeting!  for  social  worship  will  generally  be  found  a  good 
thermometer,  by  which  the  temperature  of  churches  may  be  correct- 
ly a'certained  :  tliose  which  have  no  meetings  except  on  Lord's  dayr, 
and  where  none  but  the  minister  takes  any  part  in  devotional  eKercises. 
may  be  considared  in  a  cold  latitude. 

Some  of  our  cliurchet  approbate  brethren  to  preach,  who**  gifts 
lie  mostly  in  ezhnrtationt  and  many  have  wished  for  some  regulation 
of  this  maCler.  in  churches  wliere  graces  abound,  and  wJinse  mem- 
bers stand  ^t  their  proper  posts,  there  will  be  a  great  variety  of  gifts, 
which  ought  to  ba  encouraged  as  btl^t,  botli  to  the  pastor  and  R.>ck. 
These  gifts  ought  to  be  examined  by  the  church,  and  each  brottier 
advised  to  exercise  himself  in  the  duty,  which  he  appears  be'it  qiiiii- 
fiftd  to  perform.  But  none  should  be  sent  out  in  the  ministerial  char- 
acter, nor  be  invested  with  the  pastoral  office,  but  sudi  as  are  able 
both  to  uufiild  and  defend  the  doctrine  of  the  cn>ss.  A  brother  mny 
be  u>eful  at  home,  who  is  po«rly  qualified  to  travel  and  preach 
abroad. 

Our  churches  generally  license  (:is  it  is  called)  those  who  have  gifts 
promising  for  the  ministry  ;  and  after  standing  as  lincci-.tiatcn  a  year  or 
two,  llicy  are  ordained  as  administrators.  This  custom  l!icy  have 
probably  slid  into  without  much  consideration.  Some  aie  of  opinion 
that  a  man,  who  is  fellowshipped  as  a  preacher  of  tlie  g.ispel,  should 
at  the  same  time  be  qualiB>;d  to  adminiiler  its  ordinances.  iritl>esaid. 
a  trial  is  necessary  to  determine  whether  he  have  gifts  or  not,  they  rt-- 
ply.  Let  this  trial  be  sufficiently  made  before  he  ri-ceiveshis  lictiise  rir 
approbation,  and  let  him  be  kept  at  home  and  under  the  eye  of  the 
church  during  the  time.  This  measure  would  coafiae  ordinaiinn  ta 
the  church. 

L.;|-z<,.l:,  Google 
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MoM)  who  twcoTBC  preacbers  among  the  Bapti&U,  do  it  with  reloc* 
tmnce  anU  with  roanf  f^ars  of  their  insufficiency  i  and  indeed  I  think 
no  man  should  nndertake  to  preach,  if  he  c^n,  with  a  good  coniciescct 
let  it  alone ;  or,  to  speak  without  paradox,  tliose  whom  Ood  design* 
ibr  hit  lervice  will  gad  a  necessity  laid  upon  ihem  (  all  iheir  views, 
plans  xnd  calculations  will  centre  in  the  berrice  of  the  sanctuaryt  and 
all  the  aatictpated  scenes  cf  future  life  wilt  be  placed  in  the  gospel 
yvMjKcd.  When  churches  are  in  gospel  order,  those  who  are  excited 
by  the  Dirine  Spirit  to  the  sacred  work  of  dispensing  the  word  of  lifei 
will  have  no  occasion  to  press  their  brethren  for  approbation  :  they 
will  discover  their  gifts,  will  foster  them,  and  lead  them  forward  to 
their  proper  emplo^mcnL  There  are,  naw  and  then,  cases  of  brethren 
taking  it  into  their  heads  they  muti  preach,  when  no  body  else  thinks 
they  can;  and  some  churches,  instead  of  dealing  plainly  with  them, 
andileciding  according  to  their  judgments,  set  them  to  work  to  keep 
them  quiet.    But  these  instances,  we  are  glad  to  say,  are  not  commoo. 

Associations  among  the  Baptists  have  arisen,  in  some  caK»,  from 
necessity,  in  others  from  convenience,  but  in  most  from  imitation. 
Their  utility  cannot  be  disputed  i  tlieir  powers  are  generally  defined 
to  be  just  none  at  all,  and  yet  many  fear  that  they  may  in  time  u&urp 
too  high  a  place.  Many  benefits  have  fallowed  their  operation,  yet 
some  difficulties  have  also  attended  their  progress,  as  the  preceding 
narratives  will  ihow.  When  they  are  held  and  managed  as  assem- 
blies for  edification  and  councils  of  advice,  iw  harm  can  possibly  result 
to  the  churches  from  them  ;  their  independency,  in  the  stiiclest  sense  of 
the  word,  may  be  maintained  in  an  associate  connexion.  There  is, 
however,  in  the  human  mind,  an  anxious  detire  for  a  couit  of  appeal  | 
and  tome  Associations,  by  listening  to  the  complaints  of  individuals,  by 
interfering  and  deciding  in  the  controversies  of  churches,  have  enbar. 
rassed  their  progress,  and  taken  itandt  which  they  could  not  maintab, 
consistent  with  their  advisory  principles.  Churches  in  the  same  As- 
sociation  often  fall  into  disputes,  by  which  their  fellowship  it  interrupt- 
ed I  and  it  is  certainly  preposterous  and  inconsistent  for  them  to  re- 
main in  an  associated  fellowship,  when  they  are  at  variance  at  borac. 
In  such  cases,  all  agree  something  should  be  done ;  but  this  something 
has  never  been  rlearly  and  satisfactorily  defined.  Some,  because  of' 
these  things,  object  to  Associations  altogether,  as  difficult  in  their  man- 
agement,  dangerotii  in  their  consequences,  and  likely  to  do  more  buit 
than  good.  [[  is  oftener  moch  easier  to  find  fault  with  others  than 
amend  ourselves ;  those  very  persons,  who  object  to  Associations, 
form,  notwithstanding,  ecclesiastical  combinations  much  of  the  same 
nature.  As  naturally  as  animals  of  the  same  species  flock  together,  so 
will  Christians  of  the  same  sentiments  gather  into  churches,  and 
churches  of  the  same  faith  and  order  form  into  combinations  or  As- 
tociations  of  some  kind  or  other.  Most  heads  have  horns,  which  m»y 
be  misused  ;  all  have  places  where  they  may  be  planted,  and  the  Lutineu 
of  those  who  fear  tlieir  effects,  is  to  bind  them  fast,  or  keep  them  from 
f!TOwinf;.  A  duty  organized  church  of  Christ  is  the  highest  ecclesia-h 
tical  tnbunal  on  earth,  from  whose  decisions  there  is  no  appeal.  If 
Associations  cannot  be  maintained  without  infringing  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, they  had  better  be  given  up  :  but  those,  who  have  been  the  long, 
est  concerned  in  them,  and  who  are  best  qualified  to  give  a  judgisent 
in  the  case,  believe  thf7  can. 
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tlie  word  Societjr  ■*  u&ed  in  different  t^nsci  hf  different  ponioai 
«f  the  Ameiican  Baptists.  It  is  frequently  applied  in  all  places  to  thd 
denomination  at  large.  In  Kentucky  and  £ome  other  p:irts,  wliea  they 
■peak  of  member*  in  society,  they  mean  church  niembers  Only.  In 
some  placeg,  particularly  in  New- York,  by  society  meetings  are  gen- 
erally understood  meetings  for  iocial  worship  i  but  thrdughiiut  New- 
Sa^land,  and  in  many  places  in  a  number  of  other  States,  the  term 
Society  is  applied  to  a  body  of  men,  who  pTof<;ss  an  attachment  tO 
fidptist  principles,  atid  who  are  asso<;iated  in  a  distinct  capacity  to 
co-operate  with  ilie  churches.  The  liws  of  Ncw-EnglaflJ  itiake  it 
necessary  for  every  dissenter  to  take  shelter  somewhere  i  the  Baptists, 
at  an  early  period,  fct  apart  outward  sanctuaries,  like  the  court  of  the 
Gentiles,  hard  by  the  porches  of  their  temples,  in  which  those,  who 
were  mclined  to  their  sentiments,  might  find  protection.  And  now  i 
multitude  of  churches  in  New- England,  and  many  elsewhere,  havi 
attached  to  their  interests  large  fratemitiei  of  adherents  called  soctety- 
meo.  They  have  no  voice  in  the  churches,  nor  any  concern  in  their 
discipline  Or  spiritual  affairs ;  in  outward  concerns  they  take  a  part, 
and  often  do  the  most.  These  societies  are  regulated  by  fules  of  their 
own,  and  no  very  rigorous  requirements  are  tnade  of  candidates  for 
admission.  The  brethren  of  churches  generally  are  members  of  tlienit 
■ome  others  are  hopefully  men  of  piety,  who  have  not  professed  fcJig- 
ion,  and  of  the  rest  many  are  worthy  characters,  who  are  sltlcerely 
attached  to  the  Baptist  cause,  and  do  much  fot'  ilt  support  i  but  some 
ore  like  rough  or  rolling  stones  in  a  buildine  ;  they  have  tio  convic- 
tion of  Baptist  sentiments,  care  nothing  for  them  or  their  cauM,  laugh 
at  their  zeal,  and  after  having  christened  themselves  with  their  name, 
tidicule  all  their  distinguishing  sentiments  and  practices ;  in  tome  in-. 
stances,  they  have  been  chased  into  this  Baptist  out-house  by  the  parish 
assessors,  in  others  they  havg  come  from  political  motives,  many  froni 
Vrhim  and  caprice,  but  nobody  can  tell  why  many  o(  the  rest  have 
taken  a  stand  on  the  Baptist  side.  These  observations  must  be  under* 
ktood  as  applying  to  this  social  system  at  large.  These  societies  are 
Hot  iilWays  set  in  motion  by  church  members,  but  are  often  formed 
before  any  churches  atise,  and  cases  are  not  unfrequent  for  them  to 
eiist  many  years  without  any  church  near  them.  Many  of  these  so- 
cieties  are  now  found  in  Conneciicnt  i  they  must  take  some  name, 
and  as  the  Baptists  are  the  most  popolar  dissenting  sect,  they  choose 
theirf,  btit  they  are  often  about  as  clear  of  Baptist  principles  as  the 
Saybrook  Platform.  They  ate  mere  bodies  politick,  and  are  founded 
from  motives  nsi  purely  religious.  In  most  cases.  Church  and  Socie- 
ty arc  like  the  two  branches  of  a  legislature,  only  one  legislates  on  spit . 
ituals  and  the  other  on  temporab  {  the  concurrence  of  both  branches, 
however,  is  generally  sought  for  in  the  settlemei^t  of  ministers,  and  alt 
important  undertakings,  which  regard  the  community  at  large.  Be- 
tween these  two  branches  a  good  degree  of  harmony  generally  subsists, 
but  in  some  instances  the  chnrch  is  thwarted,  embarrassed,  and  over- 
ruled in  its  measures  by  the  more  numerous  and  wealthy  society-men, 
especially  in  the  settlement  of  mini'ters.  All  the  Pedobaptist  estab- 
lishments in  New.  England  eiist  un  Jer  the  firm  of  Church  and  Society, 
and  many  of  the  Baptists  and  MethoJisU,  and  almost  »11  other  dissent- 
ers have  adopted  the  economy.  These  societies  have  enabled  many 
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of  our  chuTcfoet  to  build  cooij  meeiir.g>houte$i  and  do  many  ochex 
great  lhini;t,  which  mi^ht  not  have  been  dooe  without  them  }  but  a£- 
ter  all  that  may  be  taid  in  their  favour,  it  n  unCerely  believed,  that  it 
would  have  been  more  for  their  reputacion  and  comfoM,  if  (Lej  had 
never  existed.  If  1  am  rightly  informed,  our  brethren  in  England 
knownothing  of  this  economy;  and  I  am  certain,  that  more  than  hall 
the  churches  in  the  United  States  have  none  of  the^  curious  appen- 


dag;es.  Keil  friends  and  adherents  do  just  a£  much  in  building  meet- 
injf.houses,  supporting  ministers,  &c.  where  they  are  not  formed  int« 
societies,  as  where  they  are ;  and  one  peculiar  advantage  of  being  with- 
out them  is,  that  houses  of  worship  and  other  propeity  for  religions 
uses  are  and  mutt  be  vested  in  the  churches,  and  be  under  their  dtrec- 
tit^u  and  control.  But  tlie  existence  of  these  bodies  has  led  to  an  em- 
barrassing tenure  of  possecsions  of  ibis  kiad,  irhich  many  of  oiu:  church  - 
et  are  heanily  bick  of,  but  which  they  cannot  well  reform.  Tbos^ 
who  are  beginning  their  measures,  will  do  well  to  avoid  iL  Let  housei 
of  worship,  and  all  possessions  be  held  by  the  churches,  a^d  let  them 
be  contented  with  what  they  can  do  upon  this  principle.  I'faesc  reSec- 
tioni  are  not  intended  to  have  any  bearing  upon  party  disputes  on  this 
subject  i  they  are  the  result  of  many  observations  1  have  made  in  m^ 
travels  among  the  American  cburche*. 

In  Englaud)  all  must  pay  their  tithes  to  the  church,  let  them  belong 
to  what  denomination  they  may;  the  New- England  law-makers  have 
provided  an  eKape  for  dissenters,  as  we  have  already  shown.  The 
noit  we  can  say  in  favour  of  these  societies  is,  that  they  have  afforded 
a  shelter  for  many  characters,  who  would,  without  them,  have  been  dis- 
trained upon  for  religious  taxes  to  support  a  worship,  vrfiich  they  did  not 
attend,  and  in  which  they  had  no  belief  j  but  it  ought  also  to  be  observe 
cd,  that  many  have  fl^-d  to  these  refuges,  who  have  no  principles  only 
to  Sdve  their  money,  and  have  been  a  dead  weight  upon  the  Baptist 
cause.  In  Massachusetts  they  can,  by  refusing  certiGcates  to  such 
characters,  turn  them  over  again  to  the  tormenters,  which,  however, 
is  not  done  so  frequently  as  it  ought  to  be ;  in  Connecticut,  where  thef 
write  their  own  ceriilicatei,  this  mode  of  rcdreig  does  not  exist. 

The  Baptists  are  by  no  means  uniform  in  the  appellations  they  give 
their  ministers  ;  but  the  greater  part,  both  in  their  conversation  and 
writings,  denc»niaate  them  elders  ;  many,  particularly  in  their  writ- 
ings, give  them  tlie  title  of  Rev.  while  others  use  the  common  appelU- 
bon  of  Mr.  The  Greek  Preibuteros,  the  Latin  Presbyter,  and  the 
£,nglish  word  Elder,  are  all  synouimous,  and  signify  one  advanced 
in  years.  But  as  the  ministers  of  God  do  or  ought  to  possess  the 
wisdom  and  gravity  of  seniors,  the  term  Elder  H  Irequently  applied 
to  them  throughout  the  New-Testament,  and  is  altogether  proper  to 
CEptesi  their  ^aracter.  It  is  true,  the  word  Elder  is  in  some  placet 
in  the  New  Testament  applied  to  persons  on  account  of  age,  but  moie 
generally  it  regards  their  office. 

The  Greek  Episkopos,  the  Latin  Episcopus,  and  the  English  word 
Bishop,  are  also  all  of  the  same  import ;  ihey  literally  mean  an  over- 
seer, and  no  word  is  more  proper  to  be  apphed  to  the  pastor  ot  a 
church  ;  but  it  has  so  long  been  confined  to  a  digniSed  set  of  ecclen> 
atticks,  that  dissenters  have  generally  agreed  to  give  it  up  to  them. 

The  title  of  D.  D.  our  ministers  receive  from  home ;  it  is  consiit 
ered  in  modem  timet  merely  aa  academical  compliment,  and  as  inck 
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may  not  be  rnj  objectirHiabW.  Strictlf  ipeaking,  crerj  teacher  is  3 
doctor,  as  the  word  comei  from  the  Latin  doceo,  to  teach. 

I  know  not  where  the  term  Reverend,  ai  applied  tn  mtnitteri, -came 
hwn,  uiileit  it  was  mannfactared  by  Fastosai  at  Kome.*  I  do  nor 
tay  that  it  is  an  heretical  or  preinmptaons  title,  u  lome  hare  doner 
but  ret  there  ii  lomethihg  in  the  sound  of  it  I  do  not  Kice,  notwith- 
ctandin?  it  ii  frequent!]'  used  in  the  foregoing  narrativet;  Morgan 
£dwards(  uniformly  in  all  his  writings,  givei  the  title  of  Kev.  to 
Ilis  miniiters,  whether  Farticnlar  or  General  Baptists,  Tnnkers,  Kcitlw 
iams,  Mennonites,  or  Ragerenei.'  Man^  £iieri  pretty  generally  make 
all  their  miniitert  Reverends.  In  quoting  from  these  writers,  wherer- 
«r  this  title  hu  been  fonnd,  I  have  let  it  stand,  and  hare  also,  in  con< 
formity  to  custom,  used  it  in  some  other  cases. 

The  greater  part  of  the  American  baptists  hold,  that  singing  id 
pablick  worship  ought  to  be  led  by  charch  members,  and  pranise  ac- 
cordingly. In  some  places,  the  sacred  service  is  committed  to  a  se- 
lect choir  of  adepts  in  musicic,  whether  professors  of  religion  or  not} 
and  in  some  few  instances,  men  of  no  religions  pretensions  are  appoint- 
ed to  lead  them.  Preaching  is  rather  an  eihiliition  of  gospel  truth 
than  an  act  of  devotion  ;  prayer  and  praise  are  the  two  chief  parts  of 
publick  worship,  and  certainly  none  but  Christians  are  fit  to  lead  in 
^her.  I  would  not  silence  any,  who  are  disposed  to  sing ;  bat  to  set 
m  man  to  lead  in  the  solemn  praises  of  God,  who  nobody  supposes 
can  join  in  the  worship,  is,  in  my  opinion,  prepotterons  and  wrong. 
If  church  memlxrs  cannot  sing  so  well,  let  them  doit  as  well  at  they 
can  i  and  if  no  Christian  is  capable  of  conducting  this  service,  let  it  be 
omitted)  rather  than  employ  an  ungracious  man  for  the  purpose.  In 
die  cases  we  have  supposed,  singing  is  considered  as  an  eihibition-  of 
musical  skill  rather  than  a  devotional  exercise.  Let  the  ucred  env 
ployment  be  performed  witli  that  holy  solemnity,  which  bccemei  the 
devout  worshippers  of  the  anguit  Jehovah  ;  let  it  be  viewed  in  the 
•ame  light  as  prayer  and  other  religious  duties,  and  thoughtless,  irreli- 
gious people  will  not  be  forward  to  engage  in  it. 

I  would  not  assume  the  dictatorial  chairj  ikor  act  the  censor's  part 
yet  1  will  take  the  liberty  of  meutioning  a  few  things  more,  which 
appear  to  me  worthy  of  consideration. 

Some  churches,  it  is  thought,  carry  th«r  censotes  too  fiu  against 
those  ministers,  who  have  been  guilty  of  faults  which  would  be  easily 
overlooked  in  a  private  brother }  otliers  restore  to  the  holy  office  stich 
ministers  as  ought  never  to  be  restored.  A  minister,  who  has  bees 
guilty  of  what  may  be  considered  a  capital  fall,  who  has  committed 
crimes  for  which  he  has  been,  or  would  be,  if  prosecuted  by  human 
courts,  condemned  Id  severe  penalties,  may  hare  repentance,  and  may 
be  restored  to  church  fellowship,  but,  in  the  <^nJon  of  many  good 
judges,  ought  never  to  be  reinstated  in  liie  ministry.  'Iltey  may  preach 
as  well  as  before  ;  but  tbe  sad  things  against  them  will  be  in  the  mmds 
of  their  beams  like  the  dead  flies  of  the  apothecary.  Very  few  such 
characters  have  been  restored,  and  it  is  hoped  none  will  be  in  future. 

Ministers,  who  have  long  borne  the  burden  and  beat  of  ilie  day, 

Tho  have  ezhaosted  the  energies  of  their  nature  in  the  service  of  their 

•  See  Vd.  t  p  Ii. 
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brethren,  who  have  ucrificed  ererj  worldly  consideration  to  be  id* 
(^ttantlj  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  lanctuarr,  arc  too  often  afaan< 
doned  in  the  decline  of  life,  by  Hiost  very  churcbei  which  xhej  hvn 
^etn,  the  initrumentt  of  buildinj;  upi  and  shifted  offto  teek  their  liviof; 
^mong  their  children  and  rclaliveii  among  sympathetick  people  of 
ftxe  world,  or  wherever  tbty  can  find  it.  If  the  lawi  of  n^nre  and 
pf  God  bind  children  to  provide  for  their  patentt  irtien  they  are  old, 
what  obligations  are  imposed  on  the  children  of  the  church,  to  com- 
fort and  support  their  spirL*:;^  fatheri,  while  tottering  down  the  de- 
clivity of  age  I  But  for  this  dpty,  and  almost  every  other,  where 
jaoney  i«  in  quettlon,  many  plead  inability.  But  I  have  for  the  most 
part  no  belief  in  this  plea  ;  many,  it  is  true,  are  poor,  but  there  i\ 
^opg  our  brethren  an  ahnndance  of  worldly  tiibitance,  which  ibey 
yre  treas^ing  up  for  their  heirs.  Wlien  they  cama  into  the  churd^ 
they  profeited  to  give  up  themselref,  and  ^ll  they  had,  to  the  Lord  ; 
but  when  called  on  to  deal  out  of  their  substance  for  the  support  d 
the  cause,  (heir  contributions  are  not  like  thpK  of  the  rich,  who  cast 
into  [he  treasury,  but  litci;ally  like  the  widbw'^  two  mites.  Let  the 
rich  retrench  their  supcrRuilie$  ;  let  the  poor  double  their  economy ; 
^nd  let  all  conduct  at  if  tliey  believed  they  were  stewardi  of  the  mani- 
fold bounliet  of  Godi  and  under  an  awful  responsihilitj'  for  ibcir 
frtewardshtp< 

The  i^egle^t  of  aged  ministers  is  a  lamentable  evil,  bttt  that  pf  the 
widows  and  children  of  those  who  are  gone,  it,  if  possible,  grevter. 
An  old  servant  of  God,  with  his  venenible  h^ih,  will  be  remetnbered. 
^lod  will-be  comrorted  by  some  of  the  compassionate  sons  of  nature^ 
if  the  churches  neglect  him  ;  bpt  Ae  widow  and  f;)therless  ate  in  dan* 
ger  of  being  ^ntirfly  forgotten.  There  is  the  lonely  contort  of  the 
man,  who  was  once  zealously  engaged  in  the  service  of  his  God  ;  but 
who  was  taken  away  jn  the  mcridiao  of  hit  dayji  She  was  once  re- 
spected and  happy  t  her  house  was  the  resort  of  ministers  and  Chnt; 
tian  friends,  in  whose  prayers  she  was  always  remembered,  But  now, 
those  for  whom  she  toiled  like  Martha,  pass  her  by.  l^ie  churches 
have  nethinff  of  all  their  stqres  to  spare  for  her  comfort,  and  with  her 
tender  and  fatherless  babes,  she  is  left  in  a  wide  ^odd,  forsaken  and 
disconsolate.  I  cannot  refrain  from  weeping  while  I  write ;  and  it  if 
hoped  that  the»e  tuggcstioni  will  not  be  in  vain. 

It  is  proper  here  to  observe,  that  the  Warren  Associatioii,  many 

i-ears  ago,  adopted  the  benevolent  cq&tpm  of  making  an  annual  coir 
ection,  at  the  close  of  the  Association  fcrmon,  for  the  express  purpose 
pf  assisting  the  widuws  and  facherlesi;  children  pf  such  ministers  as 
bave  deceased  in  their  connexion.  Somp  of  their  collections  have 
^mounted  to  about  an  hundred  d<^Il>rs,  though  thev  are  generally 
Fonsiderahly  under  tliat  sum-  A  committee  oT  judicious  bmhren  it 
immediately  appointed  to  divide  these  collections  accpfding  to  their 
discretion,  and  distribute  the  dividends  to  ^eir  proper  pbjecU-  The 
Boston  Association  has  adopted  tlie  same  custom,  and  these  two  bodies, 
after  distributing  sums  to  a  copsideral)le  amount  to  die  discoosolate 
phjecu  of  their  compassionate  regard,  have  on  hand  a  fund  of  aboof 
three  hundred  dollars,  which  belongs  to  them  jointly.  If  all  Associa- 
tions would  adopt  this  custom,  much  good,  we  are  confident,  inigtH 
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Churches,  and  other  Teligious  institutions,  tften  lose  much  of  their 
funds  iox  the  ^ut  of  those  prudent  measures)  which  every  man  thinlu 
it  aeceuaiy  to  use  for  the  security  of  his  own  property. 

Many  of  our  churches,  especially  of  late  years,  have  built  their  larg« 
and  costly  boutet  nf  worship  so  much  on  credit,  that  t]>ey  are  obliged 
either  to  travel  extentively  to  solicit  aid,  which  has  become  an  hkscme 
talk,  or  dse  lemain  long  in  debt  and  embarrasiinecit.  In  most  of 
these  houses  the  pewi  are  sold  to  the  highest  bidders,  and  the  best  of 
them  are  frequently  taken  up  by  the  rich,  who  are  seldom  seen  in  them, 
while  the  greater  part  of  those,  for  whose  peculiar  benefit  the  house 
yras  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God,  and  who  give  a  constant  attend- 
ance on  the  service  of  the  sanctuary,  are  obliged  to  retire  to  galleries 
;and  corueri.  If  pews  mukt  be  sold,  (which  it  were  butter  to  avoid) 
let  the  church  take  up  a  certain  portion  of  them  in  eligible  situations, 
Snd  hold  them  in  reserve  for  those  worthy  poor  of  the  flock,  who  are 
not  able  to  purchase  for  themselvc*. 

The  circumstance  of  one  minister's  performing  the  pastoral  office 
in  two,  three,  or  fmr  churches,  has  already  come  under  review.  We 
proposed  to  make  further  observations  on  the  subject ;  but  if  the 
fhnrches  so  supplied  are  contented  with  the  economy,  ve  will  say 
sothiog  m^re  about  it. 

By  reviewing  the  foregoing  sketches,  we  see  that  the  Baptists  have 
spread  over  a  wide  cnent  of  territory  in  this  western  world,  and  have 
increased  to  a  numerous  body.  They  now  fill  po^ts  of  honour  and 
profit  in  every  department  of  State.  They  officiate  as  Members  of 
the  Council  of  the  Nation,  Judres,  Generals,  Couatellors,  and  Magis- 
trates (  and  in  every  branch  of  goverament,  whether  legislative,  ex- 
ccntive,  or  judiciary,  they  are  found. 

Under  these  coasi dentin ni,  two  passages  of  scripture  suggest  them* 
selves  to  our  minds  )  Tit  Lord  tali  diaugriat  th'wgifor  tit,  vbtreofw 
are  gladt     Bi  nal  high  minded,  butjear. 

Quettiom  and  Antwers. 

It  is  customary  m  all  Associations,  for  alt  churches,  which  please, 
to  tend  in  questions  on  all  subjects,  eonceming  which  they  may  desire 
the  opinions  of  their  brethren.  Some  of  these  questions  regard  local 
afiairs,  some  are  self  evident  propositions)  which  admit  of  no  dispute, 
while  many  are  deserving  of  serioiu  attention.  Many  of  the  A^ 
■ociations  in  the  northern  State*  hurry  through  their  business  to  rap- 
idly unce  they  have  become  large,  that  they  have  but  little  time  t« 
say  or  think  much  upon  any  thing,  aad  for  that  reason  many  ques- 
tions, which  merit  a  free  and  fair  discussion,  are  disposed  of  in  hasten 
and  receive  only  vague,  ambiguous,  and  unsatisfactory  answers.  In 
looking  over  the  multitude  of  Minutes,  which  have  fallen  into  mj 
baqds,  the  following  questions,  with  their  answers,  have  appeared  (• 
ue  worthy  of  being  recorded,  and  may  serve  as  a  supplement  to  the 
preceding  observationi.  From  their  nature,  they  admit  of  no  partico- 
lar  plan  of  arrangement. 

^yaiioH—li  It  consistent  with  the  principles  and  eondnci  of  a 
Christian,  for  a  person  to  join  himself  to  a  lodge  of  freemasons  ?  And 
i^  tbU  be  answered  in  the  affinoatiTe,  Is  it  orderly  for  him  to  ass»- 
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ciate  with  s  1odf;e  of  the  fnntrnitj,  who  are  evidently  penoni  of  im- 
moral lives,  and  whoie  ajiembliitg  together  proves  a  meun  of  incieas- 
ing  immoral  conduct  ? 

Atuvter — First.  Ai  an  eiseinJH)  part  of  the  masontck  cnnitUntion 
U  secrecy,  the  Aitociation  find  themMlvei  grrxtly  disquaiihed  for  giV- 
■Dg  a  decided  ansver  to  the  fiiii  part  of  the  querj.  ']'he  univenal 
benevolence  prnfetsed  by  the  mKrabert  of  that  body  ;  the  acts  of  kind- 
neat  and  liberality  actually  performed  in  many  instances  by  them  ; 
and  the  existence  of  perinnt  profesiing  Christianity  in  that  connexion, 
ttialce  in  favour  of  it ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  neceii&ity  a  person  is 
laid  under,  to  bind  himself  by  the  moit  xo'emn  enj^agements  t<^  secre- 
cy, before  he  can  receive  the  necessary  information  to  enable  htm  t« 
form  a  regular  and  conscientious  judgment  on  the  snbjt;ct,  and  which, 
ibnuld  he  finally  disapprove  it,  must  prove  of  the  moat  embarrassing 
fiaiure,  appears  to  be  so  inconsistent  both  with  reason  and  religion, 
that  it  should  seem,  ai  least,  advisable  for  serious  Christians  to  avoid 
tlie  conuezion  ;  especially  as  we  are  amply  furnished  with  directions, 
and  aided  by  the  most  powerful  and  sublime  motives  to  the  purest 
benevolence,  in  the  scheme  of  our  holy  reiiginn,  and  as  the  principles 
of  all  the  useful  branches  of  science  are  open  to  the  freest  access. 
Tm  we  think  the  subject  so  intimately  connected  with  the  rights  of 
private  judgment,  that  a  person  should  be  left  to  bis  own  conscien- 
tiouB  determinaiii^n  respecting  \\. Second.      i*o  associate  with  im- 


moral persons,  so  as  to  give  countenance  to  their  immoralities,  is  cef' 
tainly  evil.  Subjects  of  usefulness  and  duty,  do  at  timesi  however, 
call  us  to  act  in  connexion  with  wch  persons,  which,  though  it  expo- 
ses to  danger  and  disgust,  may  be  consistently  <ione  i  while  we  care- 
fully distinguish  between  the  lawful  tiansaction,  by  pursuing  only 
that,  and  the  incidental  evil,  which  we  avoid.  But  to  associate  with 
immoral  persons,  where  duty  in  one  form  or  other  does  nr^l  call,  is  to 
talc«  part  in  their  immoralities.  The  decision  on  the  latter  part  of 
tbe  query,  therefore,  must  depend  on  the  judgment  which  ought  to 
be  formed  of  the  business  of  a  masnnick  lodge,  "  Whether  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  duty   or  not  ?"— — JIfnwifw  of  Charktten  Aumiatinn  for  1798. 

This  ^nestion  has  been  a  great  many  times  discuised  in  different 
Associations,  but  in  no  case  has  it  received  a  more  candid  and  satitr 
foctory  aiuwcr. 

To  the  Roanoke  Association  to  1805,  the  folbtwing  question  was 
presented,  vii.  Will  the  word  of  God  tolerate  a  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel  IB  soeing  for  a  pose  of  honour  and  profit  in  legislation,  and  tetain 
tbe  privileges  of  his  ministerial  office  at  tlie  same  time  ? 

"  For  reasons  unknown,"  says  Mr.  Semple,  "  the  Association  nev- 
er answered  this  question.  We  will,"  continues  he,  "  offer  a  few  le. 
flections.  For  a  real  minister  of  God's  word  to  become  a  candidate 
for  a  political  office,  seems  to  ni  more  absurd,  than  for  a  man  made 
inime  minister,  to  sue  for  the  office  of  constable.  Doubtless,  in  the 
view  oi'  a  sound  mind,  the  disparity  between  the  office  of  prime  min- 
ister and  that  of  constable,  is  not  so  great  as  between  a  legitimate 
stand  in  tbe  pulpit  and  a  seat  in  Congress.  As  the  heavens  are  fatgher 
than  the  earth,  so  are  God's  honoun  above  man's." 

^atit.  Can  this  Association  receive  churches  into  fellowship,  whs 
do  not  hold  it  a  tcrrn  of  communion,  that  heidl  of  famitirs,  ib  VtSie 
nary  cases,  attend  daily  ^mily  prayor  i 
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jfn.     In  thf  negativs.— ^Jlfiisfn  oftieOtttgo  jfrmriaft'M^  1803. 

^Tt.  Ls  it  not  wrong  for  a  man,  who  ii  z  member  of  a  chiu-ch, 
2nd  the  head  of  z  family,  whollf  to  nrglect  f;imtlf  wonhip  on  account 
of  iKe  (malluesa  of  hij  gifts  in  prayer  ? 

j{/u.     It  if  wrong. Mlnuttt  of  the  Kebaite  jtuoeiatiem  for  1800. 

^itil.  liow  should  dancing- tc boo) I  and  billi  be  formed  and  con- 
ducted,  that  they  ma;  accord  with  the  Scripturei  of  the  New-Te*U- 
ment,  and  that  it  may  be  found  consistent  with  Christian  good  order 
to  i^nd  our  children  to  them,  and  encourage  them  ? 

Aai.  As  we  have  nothing  to  do  in  dancing-^chooli  and  b>]Ut  and 
have  not  made  the  regulation  of  lliem  the  subject  of  our  studies,  we 
are  unprepared  to  answer  this  query, -^—JWina/M  o/tbe  Cbarlalan  Ai- 
taeiatlonfor  1811. 

This  question  wii  prnbably  intended  to  have  a  bearing  on  such 
church  members  as  send  thnir  children,  or  at  least  permit  ttieni  td  go, 
tr>  those  scenes  of  amusement  described.  The  Association  seems  to 
intimate  by  its  answer,  that  the  evil  did  not  exist  among  them  ;  and 
fa.ippy  for  all  if  they  cuuld  say  the  tame. 

^til  How,  and  in  what  manner  ought  headi  of  families  to  deal 
with  their  households  in  regard  to/rtGeting  f 

Am.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Aisociation,  that  such  a  practice  iS 
contrary  to  the  oracles  of  God.  and  ought  to  be  restrained  by  family 
government ;  bat  the  diflerent  circnmstancet  attending  such  practicei^ 
render  it  difficult  to  be  more  particular. ^^—^nnv/ei  of  ihe  ycrmud 
jii-taciaiianfor  1790. 

^leii.  What  is  the  smalkct  niimber  of  members  neceiury  for 
forming  a  church  i 

Ant.  On  this  head  diferent  sentiments  are  entertajned.  Some  have 
nipposed  tw0  or  <j&rM  are  sufficient  [  others  have  imagined  jfeet  somtf 
ttn,  and  other,  Iwelvt ;  because  it  would  seem,  that  the  church  at  £ph- 
Kus  was  formed  of  rtcf/iM  men,  Acts.  xii.  7.  11) e  Association  it  of 
opinion,  however,  that  much  depends  on  the  probability  of  the  jWr/nM 
living  permaaaiih  together,  who  may  be  about  to  be  constituted.  It 
appears  desirable  that  there  be  in  a  new  settlement  where  removals  are 
fr^iient,  at  least  levtn,  and  that  of  these  two  or  three  be  males.-— 
Minulft  ijf  ibe  PWaJiIflpa  At'ocUUim  for  1806. 

^lat.  Should  a  brother  be  continued  in  fellowship*  who,  though 
able,  will  not  assist  in  supponing  the  gospel  { 

Attt.  Weareof  opinion  whcie  the  ability  is  ojvtaiu  on  the  one  hand, 
aOld  the  unwillingness  patUivc  on  the  other,  and  the  brother  cannot  be 
brought  to  his  duty  by  proper  meani.  he  ought  to  be  excluded.—' 
Minulei  e/tbe  Georgia  Auoeialion  for  i8o3. 

Questions  on  thii  subject  have  ofien  been  proposed  to  different 
Associations  ;  they  all  give  good  answers,  and  yet  covetous  members 
meet  with  no  great  difficulty  in  purtuiug  tlieir  parsimonious  habita. 

^til-  Should  a  minister,  who  has  been  regularly  ordained  as  aa 
itinerant  preacher,  be  called  upon  to  take  the  pastoral  care  of  a  partic' 
ular  church,  is  there  any  thing  necessary  to  be  done  on  the  occaiioor 
more  than  die  consenc  of  each  party  i 

Ant.  Nothing  more  is  neceiury.— — Jliinii/</  of  KthJttt  AitaelaAtn 
M  1799. 

S^t^.    Is  it  dw  dity  of  a  dissenter  to  aclnwwiedge  the  right  of 
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dvil  gOTernmenC,  dicutli^  in  mstters  of  religion,  so  far  ai  to  give  a 
certificate  to  the  cUilc  of  a  Presbyterian  society  what  religion  he  it  if  ? 

jlni.  We  are  of  opinion,  that  it  it  oppression  for  one  society  to  re- 
ijuire  certificates  of  another  ;  but  whether  God  requires  us  to  ta.j  u 
ShadrAch.MeUiach,  and  Abednego  did  in  another  cate  ;  >■  lieitlcnown 
to  thee,  0  king,  we  will  not,"  we  leave  for  the  present,  for  individual! 
to  judge  and  determine  for  themsetvei,  as  they  can  answer  it  to  God. 
Minaia  of  the  Danlurj  Attocialion  far  i8or. 

^ueit.  Can  a  member  of  a  Baptist  church  with  iinpnnhy  arail 
himself  of  the  latitude  ilie  law  allow.',  by  defendin(r  suits,  filing  biU^ 
appeals.  Sec.  merely  to  procrastinate  the  payment  of  his  jtist  debts  ? 

jIiu.  a  member  of  a  Baptist  church  cannot  wid)  impunity  act  in 
such  a  manner, — Minuhr  of  the  Ketscllon  Anveialianftr  1800. 

^ueil.  Is  that  passage  oi^K.  Paul,  in  1st  Car.  xiv.  34,  Letj«ar  ifff- 
mtnitrp  tUiHte'm  thi  cbarchei,  for  it  ii  not  pcrmilltd  unio  thtm  tatpcat,  XO  be 
understood  literally,  or  what  are  we  to  understand  by  it  ? 

jlni.  We  conclude,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  does  not,  in  this,  or  any 
ether  passage  of  Scripture,  prohibit  women  in  the  church  to  speak  on 
all  (.uitable  occasions,  respecting  God's  kind  and  gracious  dealing! 
with  their  souls  \  but  futbid*  them  to  usurp  autliority  as  publick 
teachers,  or  to  take  upon  them  in'any  respect  the  government  of  the 
church. Minulei  of  the  H^Bodiloek  Auodathnfor  1"]^!.). 

Quett.  Have  we  any  duty  to  do  as  it  respects  members  of  surer 
churches,  who  remove  iato  our  vicinity,  and  feet  themselves  at  liberty 
to  live  even  in  the  segelect  of  gospel  ordinances  ? 

jltu.  After  due  labour  with  them,  report  them  to  the  church  ^m 
which  they  came. •Mmtitti  oflhe  SiurbrUge  Aitoeialionjbr  1806. 

Quell.  Is  it  gospel  order  for  any  person  to  use  the  omcft  of  a  Dea- 
cot),  before  regularly  ordained  i 

Ant.     In  the  negative. Mmutttefihe  Neutt  AitoeiatioBtfor  18001 

This  question  has  undergone  frequent  discussions,  and  is  generally 
answered  as  here.  Most  agree  that  Deacons  ought  to  be  ordainedi 
yet  the  practice  is  in  a  great  measure  neglected. 

Qtust.  Is  a  church  bound  in  duty  to  suppott  their  own  poor,  or 
depend  oa  the  provisions  made  in  the  towns  or  distiicts  to  which  they 
belong  i 

Aai,  We  view  it  to  be  the  indispensable  duty  of  every  church,  to 
sympathize  with,  and  see  that  thnr  own  are  provided  for.  But  if  the 
church  is  agreed,  jind  should  avail  themselves  of  assistance  froni  the 
town  treasury,  we  by  no  means  think  it  a  censurable  eviL— — Jfonrtw 
*f  ihe  Shaflihurj  Astociaiioitfor  1790. 

This  important  question  deserves  an  explicit,  unconditional  answer> 
That  the  poor  of  a  church  ought  to  be  supported  by  it,  is  a  proposi- 
tion which  admits  of  no  dispute.  The  assistance  from  town  treasuries 
is  an  accidental  affair  :  if  any  thing  can  be  obtained,  very  well,  but 
let  not  a  church  wait  for  help  from  that  quarter  till  their  po«  mem- 
bers suffer. 

Queit.  Is  the  baptism  of  those  persons  considered  valid,  who  have 
received  it  at  the  hands  of  uniaptixtd  administrators  ? 

Ans.  No.  Because  three  things  are  requisite  to  make  gospel  bap- 
tism, v!e.  a  gospel  mode,  a  gospel  tuljeel  and  admimtiraiw.~^-JUiaaia 
tjf  tht  Richmond  Aittclalioit  for  iScg. 
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Ai  persons  are  frequentlx  applyiog  for  admuntm  into  Biptut 
churche*!  who  have  been  immened  bj  Methodist  and  Congregational 
mtnisten,  tfait  qocftion  hai,  within  a  few  years  past,  been  often  pio< 
posedt  and  most  Associations  have  decided  diScrenilyfrom  this.  All 
agree  that  it  Is  an  onadTiteable  meamrei  for  a  person  to  appl  j  to  un> 
baptiKd  ttainittm  to  lead  them  into  the  wateri  but  after  they  havs 
been  properly  immersed  on  a  profeuion  of  their  faith,  !t  is  geaerallj 
Aoneht  that  it  would  be  improper  to  immerse  ihero  a  second  time.  It 
ta  difficult  to  conceive  why  they  would  no^  in  this  case,  come  imder 
the  denonunation  of  ^M>Baptista. 

^jwrfv  Has  a  member  of  our  Society*  a  right  to  start  ta  marker 
or  travel  when  on  the  road,  on  the  Sabbath  day  i 

*  Chorch  rocmbera  snlir,  am  hert  inteodad. 
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APPENDIX. 

£No.   1.3 
A  MEMORIAL  AND  REMONSTRANCE* 

{Dnvrti  bf  jAUtt  Madiioh,  amr  yrtMtntttikt  U.  iL] 
^gairnt  lit  General  Aittti^itntypriiCBtci  to  the  Gmtral  Aitfwihlj  of  ^rpm^ 
at  ihe  Seiiionfor  iht  yiar  of  oar  LorH,  one  ihoaiand  levai  baudred  ani 
tighlj-fiot. 

To    THK     HOKORABLR     THE    GSKEDAL    AsSKHBLT   OF    TBS   COHMOH- 


WE  the  snbicrlben,  citizens  of  the  uid  Commmimsltb,  haviif 
taken  into  serioui  coiuideration  a  bill,  printed  by  order  cf  dw  last  Kft> 
doQ  of  General  A&wmbly,  entitled)  "  A  bill  eibibltihinff  a  prariuiM 
for  teachers  of  the  Chriitian  Kdigion  ;"  and  conceivrnKt  that  tlie  nam, 
if  finally  armed  with  the  f  anclinn  of  2  law,  will  be  a  c^Bgeraut  abut 
of  power ;  are  bound,  as  faithful  meinbers  of  a  five  Statet  to  T«me» 
mate  against  it,  and  to  declare  the  Rasons  by  wMch  we  are  dcwnnifr 
•d.     We  remonstrate  against  the  said  bill, 

Because  we  hold  it  for  a  fundamental  and  onalienahle  tratli,  **  tiM 
teligion.  or  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  Creator,  and  themaiuMr  <tf 
diswarging  it,  can  be  directed  only  by  reason  and  coovtctioii,  wen  br 
force  or  Tioleoce."*  The  religion,  tti«n,  of  erery  man,  mnit  be  lor 
to  the  conviction  and  conscience  of  every  man  )  and  it  it  the  iwfat  of 
•very  man  to  exercise  It  as  tbeM  may  dictate.  'His  nKbt  b.  in  it>  nfc 
iurc,  an  unalienable  right.  It-tt  unalienable,  becaoie  Ae opinioai cf 
ilben  depending  only  on  ^  evidence  contemplated  tiy  their  own  nsd^ 
vannot  follow  the  dictates  of  other  men.  It  it  analsMuitde,  alaa,  b^ 
Cause  what  is  here  a  right  towards  man,  it  a  duty  toward!  the  CmuoK 
It  is  the  duty  of  every  man  toreoder  tothc  Ctcator  Midi  honage,  and 
(uch  only,  as  he  belieres  to  be  acceptable  to  him.  This  dnty  is  praG» 
dent  both  in  order  and  time,  and  in  degree  of  obligation,  to  the  cUn* 
of  civil  society.  Before  any  man  can  be  coniidered  at  a  member  of 
civil  society,  he  must  be  considered  as  a  iBbjcct  of  tltt  Connor  of 
die  Universe.  And  if  a  member  of  civil  society,  who  entcn  into  anf 
subordinate  association,  m«st  always  do  it  with  arawmttonofbiadu* 
ty  to  the  general  authority  t  moch  more  moit  every  nan,  wfaobccoax* 
a  member  of  any  particniar  civil  society,  do  it  with  a  saviiw  of  lui  at 
legiance  to  the  Universal  Sovereiga  WemaintaiaithCTetai«,tbaiiii 
SDitctert  of  religion,  no  man's  right  is  abridged  by  the  inttituiiaa  of  ciwil 
tocieiy;  and  that  religion  is  wholly  exempt  from  its  rnflniiawrn 
True  it  is,  that  no  other  rale  ezistc,  by  '^ich  any  qaeatioii,  vAidi 
may  divide  sociery,  can  be  uttifflMcly  detennined,  but  by  tba  will  of 
a  majority  ;  but  it  is  al»  trtie,  that  the  majority  may  tnspasa  od  iIib 
^j^ts  of  the  minority. 

Became  if  religion  be  exempt  froin  tlw  anthonty  (^  <h«  aaciaty  at 
bjge,  still  less  can  it  be  subject  co  tliat  of  Hm  legislative  body.  Ths 
latter  are  but  the  creatures  and  vicegcraeta  of  the  fbmer.  Tbek  jok 
risdiciion  it  both  derivative  and  lioiited.    It  ic  limited  with  reg;aid  » 
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ibe  ta^trikaU  deptrtmenti  t  more  neceiunilj,  it  b  limited  with  i»- 
yard  to  the  conitituent*.  The  preierratioa  of  a  free  go?eniitient  rt- 
^uireti  not  axnij  that  the  tnetet  and  bonndf  irhicfa  Kparate  each  d» 
partmeni  of  power,  be  invariably  maintained  ;  bnt  mare  npeciallf, 
that  neither  of  them  be  tofiered  to  oTerieap  the  great  barrier  which 
defend*  the  righu  of  the  pefipJb  I'he  roien.  who  an  goilty  of  tach 
«n  encroachment,  exceed  the  commiuion  from  which  thef  deriye 
.their  auhwity,  and  are  tTruita.  The  people  who  tnbmit  to  it,  art 
goremed  by  laws  made  neither  by  themielTei,  nor  by  an  authority 
derived  from  them,  and  are  ilare& 

^  fieeaute  k  »  proper  to  uke  alarm  at  die  Gt»  experiment  on  Oi)r 
liberties  We  hold  chii  prudent  jealousy  to  be  the  &ni  duty  of  citi- 
aenK  and  one  oS  the  nobleit  charvcteriiticki  t£  the  late  molntioOk 
The  freemnt  of  America  did  not  wait  tmtil  uiurped  power  had 
Kvei^theoed  kielf  by  czersiae,  and  entaneled  the  question  in  prece- 
dents. They  saw  all  the  consequences  in  the  principlei  and  they  avoid- 
•d  the  ocoieqaeoees  by  denying  the  principle.  We  revere  this  lessos 
Mo  mmch,  tooa  to  forsec  it.  Who  does  not  tee  that  the  same  aathori* 
ly,  wbidi  can  astabliw  Christianity  in  exclusion  of  all  other  religion^ 
inay  establish,  with  the  same  ease,  any  patticniar  sect  of  Christians,  ia 
•KClanoB  of  all  otlwr  sects  i  that  the  same  authority,  which  can  force 
B  cnina  to  contribute  three  pence  only  of  his  property,  for  the  support 
•f  any  oae  eatablishaKnt,  may  force  bim  to  conform  to  any  other  es* 
MblishmeDti  in  all  casee  wnatsoever  I 

Because  the  biU  violates  that  equality  which  ongbt  to  be  the  basis 
«f  every  law  i  and  which  is  more  iDdiipeiuable,  in  proportion  as  the  va- 
kidtcy  or  expediency  of  any  law  is  more  li^le  to  be  impeached.  «  If  all 
■MO  an,  by  nature,  equally  free  and  independent,"*  »li  men  are  to 
be  considend  as  cotering  into  society  on  equal  conditions,  as  relin- 
^tsfatog  no  more,  and,  toerefbre,  retaining  no  less,  one  than  another, 
lU  their  nutBral  righu  t  above  all,  are  they  to  be  considered  as  reUin. 
isg  on  "  apui  tkle  to  the  tree  exercise  of  religion  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  conact«>Ge."f  Whilst  we  assert  for  ourselves  a  freedom  to  enif 
biaca^  to  profess,  and  observe  tlie  religion  which  we  believe  la  be  of 
diriiM origin, «C cannot  deny  an  equal  freedom  to  those,  whose  mtndl 
ba««  not  yet  yielded  to  the  evidence  which  has  conTinced  us.  If  this 
tntiam  be  aboaed,  it  is  an  ofenee  against  God,  not  against  man.  To 
God,  therefore)  and  not  to  man,  most  an  account  of  it  be  rendered. 

Aa  the  bill  viobtes  eqnality,  by  sobiecting  some  to  peculiar  bnri 
dens  t'  so  it  violates  die  snine  prirtciple,  by  granting  to  others  peculiar 
•Hinptiaaa.  Are  the  Qualurs  and  Meoonistt  the  only  sectt  who  tbinh 
a  CM&pnUve  tappoit  at  their  religiMis  unnecessary  and  unwarranta- 
Ide  t  Cm  their  piety  aluiie  be  entrusted  with  the  care  of  publick  wor> 
Ibip  i  Uaght  their  nligiaiis  to  b«  eadowed,  above  all  others,  with  ex- 
inundiaary  privileges,  hy  which  pioselyies  may  be  enticed  from  all 
others  i  We  think  too  favourably  oif  the  justice  and  good  sense  of  tbets 
drnmrnaaiiaas,  to  bebera,  that  ihey  eitbat  covet  pre-eminences  over 
ibeir  tallow  citizeB^  or  tint  they  vnU  be  Mdoced  by  them  from  tho 
aMUDon  opposirim  to  the  meaauta. 

fiecane  the  bill  implies,  either  that  the  civil  magistrate  is  a  com- 
■petent  judge  of  rdigious  truths  or  that  he  may  em^y  religion  as  as 

*  I)eclar«tkBcfr>Ghts,Brit.  tKih^artll^.^  . 


eofnrilpaUcr.    Tlwint  Um  irrngii 


bytheajUnwrdiiuuTOiniuaiiofinlen,  in  all  «gi^  a«d  tluTO^«]t  tha 
world  t  tbe  aecond,  an  unhallowed  perfesuoa  of  the  mmmu  at  wlrai- 
tton. 

BocftOM  Uie  wtabliAment  propoted  bjr  the  biUi  U  mt  i«q«Uke  Cor 
tlw  mppon  of  the  Cbrirtian  religton.  To  nj  dnt  k  ■•(  ii  a  samr^ 
dktum  to  the  Chrutian  leligioa  ittdf  i  for  aveiy  pege  of  it  diia- 
vewi  m  d^Modeoce  oo  the  power  of  thi*  vorld :  it  ii «  comradictioa  to 
tut,  tat  it  ii  koowu  thu  thii  leligMn  both  cxiited  end  flouiidMd*  mC 
atlj  withont  the  wpport  of  human  kwi^  b^  ia  spin  of  ctcit  opypei 
tton  from  them ;  and  not  oalf'duiiiig  the  peiiod  of  viiacidow  aid, 
bu  long  after  it  had  heeo  left  to  iu  own  evidwwe  aad  tlw  eodiiary 
BereofTrovidence:  iwr»it iiao>ntradictioabt«nnit  teaeeligiea 
BOC  tavcitted  by  human  poUcy,  nuut  have  pr*«nsted  and  bm-i^- 
ported,  before  it  wai  etwhlitbed  by  faama?  policy :  it  ii^  wmto^n,  tm 
veaken  in  th(>te,  who  nrofeu  thu  nlwoOf »  piou  CTafidtoce  ia  in 
innate  ezceltenu,  and  the  patrtmagc  otiu  Andur.t  aad  to  iottm  is 
.  tfxM^  who  idll  reject  it,  a  sHfpidon  Aat  iti  ftiesdi  tn  too  MnecioB* 
of  iu  fallacies  t»  tnuc  it  to  iu  own  meriti, 

Bec»ue  experience  wiioeuei  that  ecrlriiaitienl  ettabliihmcat^  ■» 
Head  of  maintaining  the  purity  and  efficacy  of  Kli|mt  hare  hid  m 
contrary  operation.  Inuring  ahuoit  fifteen  «a(nriM  has  tha  hmti  e» 
tabliduneat  of  Chriitianity  been  on  triaL  What  have  batK  in  Mtal 
More  or  lets  in  all  placet,  pride  aad  indolence  in  tbedetgy.f  igMmaae 
■nd  cervility  in  tha  laity ;  in  both,  sopentitioQ,  UigMry,  and-  pceMcib 
tioa.  Inpre  of  the  teachers  of  Chiittiwity  for  tlw  awsniriiiEhil 
appeared  m  it*  gteateulaftcet  tbo«e  of  every  teet  paBtto.the«9ii 
prior  to  iti  incorporation  with  ciril  policy.  Propoae  a  lestDration  of 
tins  primkiTe  itate,  in  which  ita  teachera  d^waded  on  the  valantaiT 
ivwardi  of  thor  ilocb%  many  of  them  pi*dicc  its  downiUr-  Cte  arbkh 
lide  ought  their  testimony  to  have  the  grauc«t  vKight,  when  fec^  oe 
when  againit  ibeir  inierett  I 

•  Because  the  atabUdunent  in  quettioa  it  not  iiiiiiaiw)  far  the  jop 
pert  of  civil  goyeiament.  If  it  l)«  urged  w^necouary  far  the  inpport 
of  civil  government,  only  at  it  is  a  meani  of  lupporting  idigion,  sad 
k  be  not  necauary  for  the  latter  pnrpoM^  it  caunt  be  neeeoary  far 
the  former.  -If  religioa  be  not  within  the  cogaisanoc  of  civil  go«ci» 
ment,  how  can  its  legal  ettabliihiMot  be  aaid  to  be  iiriiiMiiij  taciii 
Kovemmcnt  ^  What  influence^  in  fact,  have  ecdeiiaKicaleitabliihaMnB 
bad  on  civil  society  i  In  tome  instances,  they  have  baa*  Men  to  area 
s  s{»ricnal  tyranny  <»^  the  ruini  of  the  civil  asthoniy  t  in  mote  iaia» 
eat,  have  they  been  teen  upholding  the  thrones  ot  j^Udtmi  tyiamiy ; 
in  no  instance  have  they  been  teen  the  guardians  of  the  liberties  x4.ihe 
people.  Kulers  who  wished  to  subvert  the  pubUeIc  liberty,  atay  kaae 
found  on  est^itlied  clergy  convenient  auatUanes.  A  jaet  gevnamcnt 
instituted  to  secure  and  perpetuate  it,  needs  (hesn  not.  Such  a  gov- 
cromeutwill  be  best  supported  by  protectiM  every  oitieaa  m  ibe  ea>- 
joyment  of  his  leligitin,  with  the  same  equ^hand  which  protects  his 
person  and  property  t  by  neither  invading  the  equal  rif^  t^aaysect, 
nor  suffenng  any  sect  to  invade  those  of  another. 

fiecauif  the  proposed  esublishment  is  a  departure  from  that  gear 
eious  policy,  which,  offering  an  asylum  to  the  persecuted  and  oppress- 
ffd  of  every  nation  aiul  religion,  promised  a  lustre  to  our  couotiy,  and 


ait  MflCMi— ,t»lfc»  awmhrr  of  ia  wtiai ■  Vhte  m  mtknthtk  >a«ik 
ii  thebtU,  pf  iwyan  ikgnMraey  J  iiut«i4  of  hvUing  ioMkau  atjlniB 
ta UK'PMMCnicA  it  i>  itself  ssniuil. of  pwHsutioB.  It dagn^ei fram 
itiA  oqiul  rwtk  of  citizea^  aU  uioie  vhatt  epmaHs  in  sdigwft  do  oat 
bend  to  thoie  of  the  Initiative  authorttj.  DiiUM  ^i(XM|r  ktt,  in 
iUfw«aBatfbnn,fa>«  tWwv1iHii0n.it  diftT»tkim  itoail^ia  d*|pK; 
til*  BOB  ■•  tl)» fine HtMfw  [fa« mImt  tbe lutv  a^aamm  otinwl«t«se» 
Tlifl  wfywiwan*  iwte»or  va,4n  ifac  crati  koud*  in  fisaigm  icgioB^ 
VMC  viMTtfarhiUwabffaixa  Mwir  sostt,  nainiag  fain  to  tnk  aoHB 
vdMr^Mca.  vbnc  lib«ir  anii  philanlbrapyiatlMirdwMteBiauqr 
offer  I  man  Mtuun  npMe  far  ^  taHiUoik 

Btfiawitk  wilLhuca  IJka  WpJaoty  to  baniik  owi  cikarao.    Theak 
IwonoBU  pttmSMi  bf  oikar  lUaMioa*.  av  cwir  il^  thiaaia^  tMr 


MWdwc.  To  mftndi  a  finib  noliTe  to  aMigfaaM,  bf  ravdtns  th 
lib«f^  ubidi  tbi7  a«w  •tyt^i  would  b*  the  c^nw'  tpoma  of  foil] 
whicti  ba»  dkbanaamd  md  (iepopolated  flMihthing  ki«f;d*nfc 


Bmsvn  it  wiU  dadiiqr  that  ■ 
fitrbMraoce  of  our  bwt  to  interaKddlc  with  wiigJBa.ht  pradvcW 
«aoiig  ki  Mw^  MGti.  TcROBti  of  Uood  bwre  bosa  ipiU  in  iha  old 
wo^br-nia  UKaifMi  of  die  wcular  arm  to  aai«|fuUb  re%iM(  dii- 
•onlf  by  profcriUiig  ail  difiimncci  in  KUgtBaKafisiaa.  Time  ha*  at 
Imgib  aevaakd.tbc  tmt»ttmu4j'  fivnj  raUxttuoa-  of  aturaw  and 
ligorcn* ptHxf,  wbtnycr it  haa  Wa  trnd^ hacbeoK  foiimi  M  aKuaf^a 
thfe  diaMM.  Ttia  AsMrion  tbmra  ba*  exUbiMd  pmoft.  that  t^vai 
and  '*'^|4**"  HmI^.  if  it  d»M  ok  nhoUy  naidto«<  'it<  tufiiciaBttf  d*. 
Hiioyi  iajgnalimat  iiflanwa  on  tha  bcalikaDd  paoapsiir  of  tbe  Staca. 
I^  vitb  thciUBlaif  cfiMli  of  ttm  tftem  undai  au  own  ofeit  wa  b»> 
gtt  to«oatraaib«  bwaiii  of  tdigiona  fwedamp  wekaov  ooaaaM 
dm  mSk  too  acvBialjiaapraasboiir  fettf.  Atleao^  letwaivingbe  h- 
fcenatriia8atfcmit»of  duttotManadiwiaiMtiaB  IIm  tot  appaar. 
aaoaof  thtbilHaatraMfarflwd  that  ^  Chvicfiian jia^caaaace,  larc.  and 
chaiiCft"*  sbifhof  lataaanliuaUy  pqevailcd,  into  aiiJMaritiii  aad  jiat- 
oeaiat,  riiicb  nay  not  UDit.  ha  apflnaed.  WiiavmitctiiBfiMayaMbe 
dreaded,  dieald  thi«  eaamr  t»  tbe  pofalick  quiet  ba  amad  with  tb« 
.faaaa  of  luvi 

BccauM  the  pcdiey  of  the  hill  it  adaattc  to  tbe  diSamm  of  the  light 
of  CfariitiBmtjt.  Tbefira  wiih.of  thoMi  wbo  ought  toanjof  aJw  pre. 
dava  gift,  M^bt  to  b^  that  it  *>ay  ba,iin|wnetl  tu  the.  vbcde  race  cf 
f  "^'~^-  Compan  the  nonabar  of  thoa^  who  haae  u  yet  laaoived 
it,  with  the  nuiBber  itJll  rtmaiaiag  under  thc.dominina  of  falte  1^^ 

i mid  hull  iiiiiill  ii  ilm  Piawai  ?  Itoes  die  policy  «f  tbe  bill  tvnd 

to  iBtMU  the  diqanporuaa-f  Not  itMonc««iiicotuaanllKMe  who  ue 
•trangen  to  tbe  light  o^^Uttth.  6oat  coining  totia  the  regioBS.Qf  it4 
aad  eoaatenaaces  by.  esampk^  the  nation*  wbo  BontiDUe  in  daskncM^ 
.iothnitingoM  (bote  wha  migbt  coavey  it  to  theou  Imtead  of  lc*e^ 
Ui^,  lu  far  ai  ponibk,  every  obuacle  to  the  vidntioDi  paegreu  of 
truth,  the  tnU,withan  ignoble  and  unchriiiiaatimidiiy,  would  circunt- 
scribc  it,  with  a  wull  ot  defence  against  tbe  encroadmients  of  nror. 

Becsuvan  attempt  to  enforce  by  legid  sanciioai,  acti,  obnoxious  to 
to  gieMt  a  portion  of  citiseni,  tends  10  eneirate  the  lasi  in  gL-neral, 

•  Declaration  of  Rishts,  arL  If. 
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and  to  (Ucken  tiw  bandt  of  locietr.  IF  it  be  dHEcnlt  t«  execute  mf 
law,  which  t»  oot  generally  dMnwd  necetMry  nor  uluuty,  what  must 
be  the  cue  when  it  U  deemed  JDvalid  and  dangerooi  \  And  what 
may  be  the  effect  of  to  itriking  ui  ezanipU  of  iinpotencj  in  ths  go^ 
ernnient  on  it«  general  amhority  \ 

Became  a  meuare  of  nub  tingular  niagnitnde  and  delicacy.  Wight 
nnt  CO  be  impcied  widiout  the  cleareit  evidence  that  it  is  called  tor 
by  4  majority  of  otiaent  \  and  no  latisfiutory  method  is  yet  proposed, 
by  which  the  voice  of  die  Bujority  in  this  caie  may  be  deteimined^ 
or  its  influence  wcured.  "  The  people  of  the  respective  coimtief  are, 
indeed,  requnted  to  signify  their  opinion,  retpecting  the  ailoption  of 
the  ImU.  to  (be  nejK  aewion  of  AsUmbly."  fiat  the  repretentatjott 
most  be  miide  equal,  befme  the  «oic«i  ei^sr  of  thp  refvcwntativef  or 
of  the  cnnnKci,  will  be  tbiit  of  the  people-  Our  hope  it,  that  neither 
of  llie  former  will,  atier  dne  coniidenuion,  eipoute  die  dangerooi 
pnnci)>le  (4'  (be  bilL  Should  the  event  divappomt  u,  it  will  ktillleave 
ns  in  full  cuTitiiieiice,  that  a  fair  appeal  to  die  Utter  will  reverse  the 
■enlence  ^%»%vt>x,  ikur  libertiet. 

Brtaute,  bnally,  "  rtic  equal  right  of  every  cteiacn  to  the  free  exer- 
ci.'e  ot  hit  reiix>un  ac<:ori.'iiig  to.  the  dictaiea  of  hia  cotucience,"  it 
keld  by  the  innw  tcniue  with  all  our  other  righti.  If  we  recnr  to  tn 
migin.  it  is  equally  the  gift  ot  natnre  )  if  we  weigh  tti  iOiportaDcc,  it 
cannot  be  leu  dear  (o  u»  t  if  we  oomnlt  the  **  l}eclarai(»  of  tfaoK 
tigtitt  iriiich  pertain  to  cbe  good  people  of  Virginia,  at  the  basti  and 
foundation  of  government,"  it  i*  cnumcraied  wub  equal  Miemnity.  or 
laUier  with  studied  emphasis.  Eithec  ibcs  we  araat  «ay,  that  the  will 
of  ihe  Legislature  is  the  only  measure  of  their  authotity  t  and  that  !■ 
the  plenitude  of  this  antbority,  they  may  sweep  away  all  our  finid» 
mental  righti  \  or,  that  they  are  bonnd  to  leave  tfaia  particular  li^ 
nntonchcd  and  sacred  :  ciilm'  we  most  uy,  that  they  nay  control  the 
freedom  of  the  preu  \  may  abolikh  the  trial  by  juiy  [  may  swallow 
up  the  executive  and  judiciaiy  powcta  of  the  State  |  nay,  that  they 
may  annihilate  oor  veiy  right  of  lufiragei  and  eraot  themselvet  into 
sn  independent  and  bteeditary  assembly  t  or  we  muK  say  that  they 
have  DO  authcwity  to  enact  into  a  law,  the  bill  sndv  corutderauoik 
We  the  ivbscriben  cay,  that  the  General  Aascmbly  ot  tins  Commoiu 
wealth  have  no  such  authoi  ity  i  and  that  no  eSbn  may  be  omitted  on 
our  part,  against  so  dangeruns  an  nsnrpatioa.  we  oppoie  to  h  dua 
Remonstrance,  earnestly  praying,  at  we  arc  in  daty  bound,  that  the  S«w 
preme  Lawgiver  ot  tbe  Universe,  by  illuminating  those  to  iriiom  it  is  ad- 
dressed, may,  on  the  one  hand,  turn  then  conneiu  froen  every  act,  wfaick 
would  aUrunt  his  hMj  prerogative,  or  violate  the  truit  eommitted  to 
them  i  and,  on  the  other,  guide  tbem  into  every  meaium  which  may 
be  worthy  of  his  blessing,  may  leOound  to  their  own  prake,  and  may 
esubli^  more  firmly,  ibe  iibcrtiea,  tbe  property,  and  the  happiness  of 
this  Commonwealth.* 

•  The  p.iriiculavnbjectsnf  tlie  hifl  so  iiften  mentioowl  in  this  Rrmfmstrar.cc, 
and  also  some  ubscrvatkma  on  tlus  divtjiigiustied  instrument,  may  tie  ^eeo  ia  VsL 
H.  p.  83, 84. 
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THt  prayers  Bud  vithn  or  tb«  Virginia  peopKaboat  the  time  the 
feregoing  Remonstrance  wat  drawni  were  prestmted  to  the  Legisla- 
nire  in  many  diflerenr  forme  And  amon^  the  re^C,  the  following 
lines,  written  by  Kev  D.ivid  Thomas  acdrnpanied  the  peutioa  bent 
by  the  Bapliftt,  and  was  addressed  as  follows  : 

7*  tbt  BmorobU  General  Atttmblj,  n*tv  littiag al  WlUiamsburgli,  tie  iamUi 
Ptlithn  of  a  CeuMlry  Pitt, 
Now  liberty  is  all  tlw  pUn, 

The  chief  pmiait  of  every  man 

Whose  heart  ib  ri^t.  and  fills  the  mouth 
'■  Of  patriots  all,  from  north  to  somh. 

May  a  poor  h^rd,  from  bnthes  spttmg. 

Who  yet  has  but  to  rauicks  tang, 

Address  yoitr  honorable  House, 

And  not  yovr  anf^ry  pusions  rouse  ? 

Haric  1  for  a  whilci  }Our  business  stop  ( 

One  word  into  your  cuts  I'lf  drop  : 

No  longer  spend  yonr  needles*  pains, 

To  mend  and  polish  o'er  oar  chains  i 

But  break  theaa  off  before  you  rise, 

Nor  diMqipnint  our  watchful  eyes. 

What  says  great  Washington  and  Lee  i 

m  Our  country  is,  and  must  be  fne." 

Wktt  layi  great  Henry,  Pendleton, 

And  Liberty's  mlnntnt  enn  i 

'Tis  all  one  voice — they  all  a^ec 

**  God  made  nt,  and  we  must  be,  free.'* 

Freedom  we  crave,  with  ev'ry  breath 

An  e^ual  freedom,  or  a  death. 

The  beav'nly  bSesiing  freely  giwc. 

Or  nuice  an  act  we  i^all  not  lire. 

Tax  all  thing*  t   water,  ak,  and  light, 

If  need  there  be  {   yea,  tai  the  e^plr  ,• 

Bnc  let  onr  brave  hcrmek  miodi 

Move  ficcly  as  celestial  winds. 

Milk*  vice  aad  folly  fM  your  rod. 

But  leave  our  consciences  to  God  : 

Leave  each  aun  free  to  choose  his  form 

Of  piety,  nor  at  him  storm. 

And  he  who  minds  the-civ)l  law. 

And  keeps  it  whole,  without  a  flaw. 

Let  him,  just  as  be  ple4'e*,  pray, 

And  seek  lor  heav'n  in  his  own  way| 

And  if  he  miss,  we  all  mukt  own, 

N«  nun  is  wrong'd  but  he  alone. 
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Tie  AJtfrm  of  the  Canmkttt  of  iht  UakeA  Baffitt  Cbufcha  ih  f^ghiUt 

a»emUed m  the  fity of  RitimonJ,  jimguif  i,  \^t(),lattt  PrttiJctofiht 

Uailal  Slala  if  Amtrka. 
Sm, 

AHOHg  tlie  niaiir  Aonti  of  conmtulatiot)  that  joo  receiTC  from 
eitiei,  tdcinies,  States,  and  the  whole  World,  We  wljh  to  take  an  actht 
part  in  the  uoirenat  chntai,  in  expressing  oiir  great  satis^ction  ia 
your  appointment  to  the  first  ofice  in  the  natitoh.  When  Anericat 
on  a  former  occasion,  was  reduced  td  the  nwxuity^  of  lippealing  to 
armt,  to  defend  hn-  nMural  and  oivil  tij^iti,  a  Washington  wai  foand 
fill)  aldeqaate  to  the  exigcnner  fX  the  dangeioni  aOerapt )  who,  by  the 
philanthropy  of  his  heart,  and  prvdenet  of  bis  headi  ud  ferth  her  nn- 
tutnred  troops  into  the  (ield  of  battie  ;  and,  by  the  skiUhlness  of  his 
hands,  baffled  the  project*  of  the  incolting  foe,  and  pitied  out  the 
Toad  to  independence,  avcn  at  a  tinie  when  the  energy  of  the  cabinet 
was  not  iufficient  to  bting  into  action  the  aatBral  aid  of  tHe  confedera- 
tion, from  its  respective  soorces. 

The  f(rand  object  being  obtained,  the  Mependence  of  the  States 
acknowledged,  free  from  anbitios,  de*o)d  of  Mi^nine  thirst  of  blood, 
onr  hero  reiurned  wiUi  thoM  he  noiBmandnl,  waA  laid  down  the 
(word  at  the  feet  of  those  who  gave  it  him.  *'  Such  an  example  to 
the  world  is  new."  LHc*  other  nations^  we  ^>erieRce  that  it  require* 
ai  great  valour  and  Wlirfom  to  imtki  «a  ad  (ant  age  of  the  conquest,  as 
to  ^ain  one. 

The  want  of  efficacy  in  tbt  can&deratioI^  the  rvdtmdancy  of  lawi^ 
and  their  partial  adminiitratioit  in  tNe  States,  caUed  ^oud  for  a  new 
arrangement  of  otA-  lystemi.  The  wiiden  of  (hnfitatei,  for  that  por- 
pote,  was  collected  ia  a  gntnd  caiiv«ntio»)  avei  which  yon.  Sir,  had 
the  honour  to  preside.  A  natiooal  giwmHntai  ta  alHti  parti  wa* 
recommended,  as  the  only  -pretervane  of  the'  mioa,  whidi  plan  tt 
government  is  now  in  actml  op«n-atinn. 

When  the  conititutttm  BrAnwde^its  appaavtiee'ls  Virginia,  we,  at 
ft  aociety,  had  nnuina)  nruggUng*  of  mind,  fsaving  that  ue  liberty  of 
confcience  (dearer  to  us  than  piioperty  and  lift)  Was  not  tnfGcintly 
secured.  Perhaps  our  jealouUei  w<eM  heightemd,  on  account  of  the 
mage  we  received  in  Tirgkifa,  under  the  Mgal  goverament,  vrtica 
mobs,  bonds,  fines  and  prtsofli  wti*  oar  fieuuim  npaib 

Convinced,  on  the  one  hand,  that  wfttiout  an  effective  National 
Government,  the  State*  would  hl\  into  dininion  ud  all  die  consequent 
evils ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  fearing  iK  ihorid  be  accenary  to  some 
religious  oppression,  ibonld  any  one  loricty  in  the  Union  preponder* 
ate  over  all  the  rest.  But  smidft  alt  the  inqniettidM  of  mind,  onr  con- 
folalion  arose  from  this  conddctatton— the  plan  nmst  be  good,  for  it 
bears  the  signature  of  a  tried,  trusty  Mend  t  and  if  reBgious  liber^ 
is  rather  insecure  in  the  Constimtion,  "the  Administration  will  cer- 
tainly prevent  all  oppression,  for  .1  iVaihiaginB  will  preside."  Accord- 
ing to  our  wishes,  the  unanimoiu  voice  of  the  Union  has  called  yoo 
Sir,  from  your  beloved  retreat,  to  launch  forth  again  mto  the  faith- 
less seas  of  human  afiair*,  to  guide  the  helm  of  the  States.  May  that 
Divine  Munificence,  whidi  covered  your  bead  in  battle,  mijre  yo«  a 


jH  greater  blcfuog  to  yoof  admiring  conntr7'>in  time  of.peaoe. 
Should  the  horrid  evilt  that  have  been  lo  p«tiferoas  in  Ada  and  £ik 
K^tei  faction,  ambition,  war,  peiGiifi  t'rand,  and  per&ecutiDn  for  con* 
Kintce  talKt  ever  approach  the  hordert  nf  our  happy  nation  ;  maf 
the  name  and  administraLion  of  our  beloved  PrHtden^  like  the  radianli 
source  of  day,  scatter  all  those  dark  clouds  from  the  American  hem- 
isphere. 

And  while  we  speak  freely  the  Ungoage  of  our  own  hearts,  we  arif 
MtisGed  that  we  eipress  the  sunciments  oroor  brethren,  whom  we  rep- 
resent- The  very  name  of  Washington  is  musick  in  our  ears  i  and  al- 
though the  great  evil  in  the  States,  is  the  want  of  mutual  confidence 
between  rulen  and  people,  yet,  we  all  have  the  utmost  confidence  !n 
the  President  of  the  States  j  and  it  is  our  fervent  prayer  to  Almighty 
God,  that  the  federal  government,  and  tbe  governments  of  the  respec- 
Uve  States,  without  rivalship,  may  so  co-operate  together,  as  to  mak^ 
the  numerous  people,  over  whom  you  preside,  the  Happiest  nation  oij 
earth;  and  you,  Sir,  tbe  happiest  man,  in  seeing  the  people,  who,  by 
the  smiles  of  Providence,  you  saved  from  vassalage  by  yonr  martial 
valour,  and  made  wik  by  your  m^iimi,  sitting  securely  under  thei; 
vines  and  Gg-trees,  eojnying  the  perfection  of  human  felicity.  Majr 
God  long  preserve  your  life  and  health  for  a  blessing  to  the  world  iti 
geserai,  and  the  United  States  in  particular  j  and  wnen,  like  the  sun, 
you  have  finished  your  course  of  great  and  unparalleled  services,  and 
you  go  the  way  of  all  the  eattb,  may  the  Divine  Being,  who  will  reward 
every  man  according  to  his  works,  grant  unto  you  a  glorious  admis- 
sioit  into  his  everlasting  kingdom,  tnrough  Jesus  Cbrut.  This,  Sir^ 
is  tbe  prayer  of  your  happy  admirers. 

By  order  of  the  Committee,       SAMUEL  HAK-MS,  Cimrman, 
REUBEN  TO&Dt  Cleri. 


[No.    IV,] 
To   lie  GtMtmi  C^mmiUte,  rtfrntnlme  'i*   UmUd  B^tut  Chwe^  « 

Grhtlkhsk. 

I  asQuisT  that  you  will  accept  my  best  acknowledgments  fur 
jrour  congratulation  on  my  appointment  to  tbe  fir&t  office  in  the  nation. 
The  kind  manner  in  which  you  mention  my  past  conduct,  equally 
^ims  the  eipression  of  my  gratitude. 

Afier  wehad,  by  the  smiles  of  Divi:ie  Providence  on  our  etertioa^ 
sbtained  the  object  for  wrhich  we  contended,  I  retired,  at  the.  conclu- 
sion of  the  war,  with  an  idea  that  my  country  could  have  no  farther 
occasion  for  my  services,  and  wldi  tlie  intention  of  never  e.itenng  again 
into  publick  life.  But  when  the  exigencies  of  luy  country  tetmed  to 
require  me  once  more  to  engage  in  publick  affJr^an  honest  conviction 
of  duty  superseded  my  former  resolution,  and  became  my  apology  for 
deviating  from  the  happy  plan  which  I  had  adopted. 

If  I  could  have  entertained  the  slightest  apprehension  that  the  consti- 
tution framed  in  the  Convention  where  I  had  the  honour  to  preiide, 
inight  possibly  endanger  the  religious  rights  of  any  ecclesiastical  socift* 
^,  certainly  I  would  never  have  placed  my  signature  to  it;  wd  if  I 
Tgfc.  2.  61 
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tonld  now  conceive  that  the  f:«aeral  govtrnnwBt  miglit  ctct  be  to  W- 
ftiiiKtered  a*  to  render  the  libenjr  ta  coDicience  iiiMCuie,  1  beg  joa 
will  be  perniaded,  thnt  no  one  wmild  be  more  zeolnui  tluui  myiel^  to 
cirabltth  ef^tual  banieti  agatntt  the  bonort  of  spiritusil  tyrannf^  and 
tvety  specie*  of  relittumt  penecuuon. 

For  you  doublleu  remember,!  haveoftmexpretsedmr  teiuiments, 
that  every  m^n,  ccHkducting  himtdf  ai  a  pood  citicen,  and  being  ac 
Goaotable  lo  God  alnne  fnr  hii  religious  opinions,  ought  to  be  protected 
in  wonhipping  the  Deity  according  to  the  dictate*  of  htiowo  conscieQce. 

While  I  recollect  with  utif^cuoo  that  the  religious  society  of  «bich 
yon  are  members,  have  been,  throughout  America,  uniiormly  and  at 
mmt  nnznimously  the  firm  frieod*  to  civil  liberty,  and  the  persevering 
promocen  of  our  glorious  revolution  ;  I  cannot  hesttabc  to  believe,  ttaat 
they  wilt  be  the  faithful  lupporten  of  a  free,  yet  efficient  general  gov- 
•riiiaent.  Under  this  pleading 'expectation,  1  rejoice  to  assure  theta, 
that  they  may  rely  u^jon  my  best  wishes  and  endeavours  to  advanct 
their  prosperity. 

In  the  mean  time,  be  assured,  gentlemen,  chat  I  entertain  a  proper 
•eiue  of  your  fervent  tupfdicatiODt  to  God  for  my  temporal  and  eicr- 
Bxl  happiness. 

1  WD»  geatkiaea,  your  most  obedient  servant 

GLOKGfi  WASHINGTON. 


[No.    v.] 
Mr.  LELAND's  speech, 

DiSmtrtd  im  tlu  Home  of  Rtprtuwiativu  of  MMitachaittU,  m  the  mijut 

ef  Rtbgmu  Frtrdom,  iSii. 
Ma.  SpBAKsa, 

Thi  right  of  piiratc  judgment,  like  tight  and  hearing,  is  !naU»nn^lf 
in  nature.  Should  an  individual  ait«mpt  to  surrender  it  to  socifty, 
ttnevertbetnt  would  lemara  with  him  i^U,  in  alLiuTtgour.  Whatever 
individualt,  from  tbs  lonrcc  of  private  judgment,  might  be  led  to  say 
on  the  subject  now  befoie  the  House,  provided  Uie  House  was  in  the 
capacity  of  a  convention,  assembled  ft>r  the  purpote  of  framing  a  coi^ 
ctitution,  I  cannot  determine  j  bat  at  the  present  time,  tfac  House  il 
«n  legislative  gronnd,  under  tlw  solemnity  of  an  oath,  to  legislate  ao> 
cordmg  to  the  Dieaoing  o^'the  Connitutioa,  in  their  best  judgments. 
The  part  oF  the  Constitution,  Sir,  which  the  subject  before  the  Honte 
has  particular  bearings  upon,  i*  contained  in  rhe  >d  and  3d  articles  of 
tiie  Declaration  of  Rights.  It  is  well  known,  Mr.  Spealieri  that  the 
inbabiianti  of  this  Commoawealth  were,  when  the  ^onsiiiucion  wai 
framed,  as  well  aa  at  the  present  time,  divided  in  sentiment  about  ro 
ligioo  and  cbe  mode  of  its  support.  From  the  face  of  the  Constitution, 
«t  well  as  from  a  knowledge  of  those  times,  there  exitts  no  doubt,  that 
a  decided  majority  believed  that  religious  duties  ought  to  be  inter< 
woven  in  the  civil  compact— that  Protestant  Chrisdamty  wat  the  best 
Kelit;ina  in  the  world— and  that  all  the  inhabitants  ought  to  be  forced, 
by  law,  to  copport  it  with  their  money,  as  a  necessary  institute,  for 
-  |he  good  of  the  body  politick,  unless  they  did  it  volnutaiily.  While 
U  respectable  minori^,  ei^ually  firm  in  the  belief  of  tlw  divinity  of. 


Gbrittimitf,  god  itill  mwe  protectaDt  in  tbrir  vievi }  eoscriviag  of  it 

to  be  a  fDfiuore  u  preturoptnotu  in  a  le)(itlatun  u  in  a  Pope,  to  lord 
It  o*er  conscimcei,  or  ititnfere  either  in  the  niode  or  rapport  of  Chris* 
tixniif.  Thit  minority,  Mr.  Speaker  did  (Am,  and  doi  itilt  believe  that 
retif^ion  ii  a  matter  between  indiTidnali  and  their  God— a  nKfat  inaU- 
cnable— an  article  not  within  the  cognisance  of  civil  gonmmeal,  nor 
any  ways  under  iti  controL  In  tni*  discordance  of  religioui  lenti* 
tnent*,  the  >d  and  jd  articles  of  tlie  Dectaracion  of  Kighu,  are  evident. 
I7  a  compromiic  ot  partie*,  in  which  mutual  concession*  are  made  for 
a  t^neral  union.  The  language  of  the  Convention,  in  the  Conttitutioa 
appears  to  be  as  follows  :  ■  Let  tbote  townt,  patiihest  precincts,  and 
Other  religioui  societies,  possessed  of  corporate  powera,  sof^xnt  their 
religion  bf  foice  of  law  1  but  if  there  be  any  one  residipK  within  iht 
limiu  of  ^ose  corporate  bodies,  who  attends  other  worship,  and  yet 
bas  no  scmples  of  conscience  in  being  UgaBj  taxed,  his  money  wfaes 
paidt  if  he  requests  it*  shall  be  paid  over,  by  the  collector,  to  the  mini^ 
ter  of  his  choice.  And  whereas  there  are  many  rcligioas  iocieliei^ 
who  have  icmplei  of  conscience  about  availing  themselves  of  corpor 
rate  powers ;  if  such  societies  voluntarily,  ia  liinr  owi)  mode,  roaka 
suitable  provision  for  the  muntenance  of  tlieir  ministers,  all  such 
■ociecjes  of  Protestant  Chtiitians,  properly  deroeanfaig  iheimelves  as 
peaceable  citizens,  shall  not  be  forced  by  law  to  support  the  teachers 
or  worship  of  any  other  society.  But  as  we  cannot  well  know  how 
tfaese  principles  will  operate  on  ezpetimenti  we  lay  down  one  funda- 
mental maxim  as  a  pole-star,  for  Uie  legisUiare  : — No  luior/Sntuioa  «/ 
«u  reTigiaiu  ittt  to  tatottcr  iball  eotr  ht  tnab&ihed  by  law.'  Taking  thiS) 
jS<t,  to  be  a  good  translation  of  those  two  anicle:^  which  seem  to  be 
somewhat  obscure,  the  question  is,  whether  the  laws,  made  since  the 
adoptioD  of  the  Consthntion,  or  more  patticularly  whether  the  itCetc 
pretation  of  that  part  of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  hare  not  affected 
a  subordination  of  one  religions  sect  to  another  I  The  Ctu^agation^ 
■sta.  Sir,  have  no  temples  abont  supporting  their  worship,  in  its  various 
pans,  by  law  (  but  some  other  societies  have :  some  indeed  have  arailed 
themselves  c4  corporvw  powers,  iot  no  other  purpose  but  to  defend 
themselves  from  being  taxed  to  sspport  a  voiihip  in  which  they  had 
BO  faith.  In  such  instattces  they  have  ben  subordinate  in  tine  and 
•ipense,  to  extricate  themselves  from  the  dutches  of  the  Congrnatiot^ 
alists.  Others  are  so  well  convinced  of  the  all-snSciency  of  notesk 
ant  Christianity,  and  the  completeness  of  iu  code  to  govetn  in  all 
things,  that  they  will  not— they  cannot  in  good  -cooKience,  siri>mit  to 
a  power,  whidi  they  believe,  in  their  best  judgments,  was  never  given 
to  goTemdient  to  be  etercised.  These  are  peaceable  subjecU  of  Sute— 
ready  to  atm  in  defence  of  th»r  coaBtTy.<-freely  contribute  to  stqtpot 
Protestant  Christianity  1  bat  cannot  pay  a  J^ai  tax  for  r«^i«tw  serrices. 
This  Sir,  is  one  of  the  essentials  which  consamtes  them  a  distinct  sect : 
and  what  have  these  endured  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  {— 
Huve  they  not  been  reduced  to  subordination?  How  many  law-snits-* 
how  mnch  cost— and  how  nnch  property  has  been  taken  ham  them  to 
support  other  societiet  i — Mr.  SpeaW,  is  not  this  subordination  i 

According  to  a  late  decision  of  the  Bench,  in  the  county  of  Cna.' 
berland,  which,  it  is  presumed,  is  to  be  a  precedent  for  fauure  decistoot, 
^ete  non-incorporated  societies  arc  aobody — can  do  nothings  and  tn 


4W  Appetidht. 

Bern-  to  be  known,  Hcept  in  diearing  ttnc,  tibn  then  noKf  it  vinv 
ed  to  lupport  tbe  tncherg  that  they  never  bear,  ^nd  sll  wt  ntitt  be 
done  for  the  ;W  0/°  tjb  Siatc.  One  hundnd  and  serenteen  ye«n  a2<v 
vearing  long  hair  wai  coniidered  the  crying  lin  of  tbe  land  :  a  con- 
veniioa  wai  called.  March  i8.  1694.  in  Boitnn,  to  prerent  it ;  after  a 
long  eipostalat ion,  the  conventinn  clote  thui,  'if  any  nan  will  nav 
pmunie  to  mar  lon^  haifi  let  hioi  know  that  God  and  man  witneM 
agaiutt  him.'  Our  pious  anceilon  were  for  bobbing  tbe  bair,  for  the 
good  ef  tht  Colanj  ;  but  now  Sir)  not  the  hair,  but  the  puriei  imnt  be 
bobbed  for  the  goed  ef  the  Stair.  If  these  bobbing  dedriont  continoe 
to  be  tbe  order  of  the  day,  it  it  patt  calculation  to  lay,  whpce  headi 
will  be  first  bobbed  off,  for  the;iW  rfll^  Statr.  The  petitioner*  pray 
for  tbe  right  of  going  to  heaven  in  that  way  which  they  beLeve  it  the 
moit  direct  1  and  shall  tbii  be  denied  them  I  Mntt  they  he  obliged  to 
pay  legal  toll  for  walking  tbe  king's  high- way,  which  he  bat  made  free 
n>r  all  F  Ii  not  thii  a  greater  subordination  than  to  tail  under  bitith 
Hcencei  i  or  to  pay  3  pence  on  every  pound  of  tea  ?  Is  Rfaode-Idandt 
New. York,  New-Jeriey,  Fennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  of  the  old  Colo- 
nies, and  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Ohio,  the  new  States,  thsvbat 
twrer  been  any  legal  eitablishment  of  religion,  nor  any  asseitinent  to 
support  Protestant  Christianity,  for  tbe  good  eftkt  Staitt  ;  and  yet,  Sir, 
these  States  have  stood  and  floonshed  a^  well  as  Massachusetts.  Sincn 
the  revolutioa,  all  the  old  States,  except  two  or  three  in  New-£n^andf 
bave  established  religious  liberty  upon  Its  true  honom  )  and  yet  they 
ve  not  sunk  with  earthquakes,  or  destroyed  with  fire  and  brinutonc, 
Bhonid  this  Coniinanwe;ilth,  Mr.  Speaker,  proceed  so  &r  as  to  diatiil^ 
Qte  all  settlements  and  meeting-houses  which  they  procnred  by  pnb- 
liek  taxes,  among  all  the  inhabiEanU,  without  regard  to  denommation  ; 
it  is  probabie  uat  the  outcry  of  sacrilege,  prolnity  and  tnfid^ty 
ironld  be  echoed  around  ;  and  yet.  Sir,  all  tins  has  been  done,  in  a 
State  which  has  given  birih  and  education  to  a  Henry,  a  Washibgttnt,  a 
Je&rwn,  and  a  Madison  t  each  of  which  contribute  their  aid,  u  ef^ 
ftcc  the  grand  event,  for  which  event  the  Piesbyteriani  and  odiers 
prayed  and  gained.  It  is  there  believed.  Sir,  that  God  bates  robbery  for 
bnnit-offeringt ;  and  oti^ht  not  Massachusetts  to  pay  a  decent  mpect 
to  the  voice  ^  fifteen  of  her  sister  States  ?  We  thndd  itnagine  that 
laudable  pride  would  prevent  any  one  religious  society  from  forcing 
another  to  pay  her  labourers  ;  and  that  the  same  principle  would  not 
admit  a  pnUick  teacher  to  take  money  collected  by  distraint,  fram 
those  who  did  not  hear  him  ;  but  in  this  particular,  we  find  thak  rdi- 
gioa  is  made  a  covert  to  do  that  which  common  honesty  Unsfaes  at 
"  Sir,  it  is  not  our  wish  to  disrobe  towns,  parishes,  prectnctt  or  any 
religious  society  of  their  corporate  powers  1  nc— let  them  go  to 
heaven  in  such  turnpike-roads,  and  pay  legal  toll  at  every  ministerial 
^te, which  they  choose;  andwhatcan  theywisbfbrmoref  Accord- 
mg  to  our  bNt  judgments,  we  cannot  pay  Ugal  taxes  for  rtkgkur  ser- 
vices ;  descending  even  to  the  grade  of  a  chaplain  for  the  Icgitlatnrr. 
It  it  disrobing  ChrisL.sTiity  of  her  virgin  beauty — tnnuDg  the  churches 
of  Chiist  into  creatures  cf  State — and  metamorphosbg  gospel  amba^ 
«»dors  to  state  pensicners.  If  iny  information  be  correct,  die  town  of 
j&octon  has  enjoyed  the  liberty  which  we  plead  for.  mon  than  one  hon* 
^red  yean  j  jet  the  inhabitants  hicieaae  and  are  TtrtOOns.-^Ftftecf 


ttatn  now  In  the  anion,  have  tSl  diat  we  ask  for )  and  h  Vcll;^  4^ 
nuJided  tn  those  Gtatn  >  Mr.  Speaker,  lei  ft^endcmen  tutn  their  tytH 
to  the  religiont  hCaraziDes,  published  in  lhi>  St^lc,  by  those  who  plead 
for  la^O'rtgalated  reRgiM  ;  and  they  will  find,  that  while  the  edhitrs,  irl 
one  pagC)  plead  for  the  old  firm  of  Moses  and  Aaron— mter  and 
priest ;  where  the  language  is,  •  Yon  comb  my  head,  and  I'D  icTatdl 
]ronr  elbowf— yoQ  make  law*  to  rapport  me,  and  111  persuade  thft 
people  to  obey  yon ;'— Tn  the  next  page,  they  vtll  narrate  the  frondeN 
nil  woHcs  of  God  in  those  States  whctehi  theie  are  no  religions  laws  ; 
and  indeed  wherein  the  inhabitants  know  that  religions  establish menti 
and  assessmenu  serve  only  to  make  one  part  of  the  eonunnniry  foolst 
aitd  the  other  hypocrites— to  tnpport  frandi  nipeTEtilion  and  violence 
jn  the  earth. 

'  Let  Christianity  stand  upon  its  own  basis,  it  is  the  greatest  bkssinir 
that  ever  was  ^mong  men  \  but  incorporate  it  into  the  civil  code,  ana 
it  become*  die  mothn-  of  cmclties. 

It  ii  qoestioned,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  good  judgei,  whether  it  is  pouible 
for  the  legislature  to  eiccuie  the  power  vested  in  then,  in  the  3d  ar- 
ticle of  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  without  defeating  the  provtsiou  In 
the  aanie  article,  'that  no  subordination  of  any  one  sect  or  denooiina* 
ti^n  to  another,  shall  ever  be  est^llshed  by  law.'  I  know  not,  Sir, 
what  can  be  done  |  but  one  thing  is  certain,  it  never  has  been  done 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitotion.  Supposing,  Sir,  it  cannU  bd 
llone,  to  which  part  of  it  ought  the  legislature  to  adhere  i  to  tfMt 
which  supports  partiality  and  injustice,  or  to  that  which  secures  right 
and  equality  ?  Can  any  gentleman  be  at  a  loss  F 

Tyranny,  Mr.  Speaker,  alwan  speaks  the  same  langnage.  The 
tyrant  of  Anion  would  be  friendly  to  Israel,  if  he  might  put  out  their 
ri^H  eyes.— The  tyrant  on  the  Nile  would  let  his  subjects  go  free,  pro- 
vided they  would  leave  their  flocks  and  herds  behind. 

Mr.  Cbairinaa.  if  Christianity  it  faht,  it  cannot  be  the  dnty  of  govt, 
pmment  to  tnpport  imposture ;  bm  if  it  be  true,  tbe  following  eitracti 
ate  true,  ■The  natural  man  receireth  not  the  things  of  God,  neither 
ten  he  toon  /ihat—tbe  world  by  witdom  knew  not  God— -none  of  the 
prince*  of  this  wnld  know  the  genius  of  Christ's  kingdom.'  If,  Sir, 
Christianity  is  tme,  these  sayings  are  true  )  and  if  these  sayings  are 
true,  natural  men,  at  sach,  with  all  the  prr^ficiency  of  science,  cannot 
understand  the  religion  of  Christ  |  and  if  they  cannot  nnderitaAd  tbl: 
tnhject.  tliey  mutt  be  very  unfit  to  kgtslare  about  it.  If,  to  escape 
this  dilemma,  we  adopt  the  papal  maxim,  that  govrrMnent  it  femdrj  in 
grattt  and  dMrefere  none  but  gracions  men  have  right  to  rule  i  and 
that  these  gracicms  mien  have  both  right  and  knowledge  to  legislate 
aboat  reUgitm,  we  afaall  find,  what  other  nations  have  (bund  ;  that 
these  divine  nUert  will  be  the  most  rrael  tyrants.  Under  this  notiont 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  crusades  were  formed  in  the  Xlth  centniy,  which 
lasted  about  two  hundred  years,  and  destroyed  nearly  two  millions  of 
Utci.  In  view  of  all  this,  and  ten  thousand  times  as  mnch,  is  it  to  be 
wondered  u,  tbat  the  pntent  pedtioncr*  should  be  fearful  ^  attaching 
corporate  powers  to  religious  societies  ?  These  petitioners.  Sir,  pay  the 
GivU  list,  and  arm  to  defend  their  country  as  readily  as  ocheis,  and 
'only  ask  for  the  liberty  of  forming  their  societies  and  paying  their 
■■mcbert  ia  tiw  only  way  that  tbe  Chriuiaiu  did  for  the  first  three 


48tf  d^pa^t. 

oeatwiet  after  Chriit.    Any  f^nd«man  npra  ttui  ffiior  b  nrviied  t« 

produce  an  iiuUnce.  that  CbriicUn  societici  wne  cm-  fbnned— Chri^ 
tijQ  nbbathi  ever  rnjtiineil — Cbriitian  lalartes  ctct iFTted)  or  Chtiidaa 
vonfaip  ever  enfnrced  bj  tan,  before  the  rrign  of  Cntutaatine  :  yet 
Chrutiaoitr  did  stand  and  flnuriih,  not  only  without  the  aid  of  law 
nd  the  tchoolf,  but  in  opp<<^ition  to  both>  We  therefore  hope,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (hut  the  praver  of  Thirty  Utoiuand,  on  thit  occauon,  will  be 
heard,  and  that  they^  will  nbiain  the  exemption  for  which  they  pray. 

The  2d  ^ectinn  r>f  rhe  Bill  before  the  house,  I  object  to.  It  ivcok- 
BiEei  pripciples  which  are  inadmiisihle— inTetti  all  non-corporate  »oci- 
atiet  with  corporate  powers-^pQts  the  miichievoui  daeger  into  their 
handt,  which  hat  done  tn  much  ini*chief  in  the  world,  and  prewnts 
no  balm  for  the  wounds  i>f  those  who  cry  for  l^clp-* 

The  petitioner!  do  not  a&fc  to  be  known  in  law  ai  corporate  bodies, 
bnt  to  be  «o  covered  that  reli;.'irjui  corporate  bodies  shall  not  know 
md  fleece  them  :  but  thi^  section  puts  (he  knife  into  their  hands  against 
their  will ;  a  knife,  Sir,  which  is  more  pestiferous  than  PanJora't  tag. 
The  interference  of  legislatuiec  and  magisiraief  in  the  faith,  worship, 
or  bupport  of  religious  worship,  is  the  first  step  in  the  ca^  which  leads 
in  regular  progreuion  to  Inqvintion :  tlie  principle  ii  the  same,  tht 
only  diff.-rence  is  in  the  de^ee  of  usurpation. 

i'he  Bill  has  its  beauties,  and  its  deformitict-  One  prominent  defect 
of  the  bill  is  a  cro<iked  back  ;  it  makes  a  low  ttoop  to  his  high  migh- 
tinns  rowii-Clerk,  to  pray  for  the  indulgence  of  worsh'pptng  God  ; 
which  is,  and  ought  to  he  guaranteed  n  natural  and  inalienable  nghi^ 
not  a  favour  to  be  asiked  by  the  citizen  or  bestowed  by  the  ruler.  It 
baa  alto  a.  disagreeable  '<)uinting  ;  it  squinu  to  a  puri>e  of  money  with 
'  w  nuch  intensenets  a*  ever  a  drunkard  did  at  the  bottle,  or  at  ever 
£ve  did  at  the  apple.  Yet,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  there  wat  no  money  to  be 
got,  we  should  nerer  hear  of  these  incorporjtions.  How  strange  it  it* 
&r,  that  men,  who  make  such  noise  ab<>ui  Christianity,  should  be  afraid 
to  trust  the  pn'miie  of  God,  uolcss  they  can  have  legal  bondsmeo* 
bound  by  incorporation. 

Government  should  be  so  fiied,  that  Pagani,  Turks,  Jews  and  Chris- 
tiant  should  be  equally  protected  in  their  lights,  i'he  government  of 
Massachusetts  ii.  however,  differently  formed  ;  under  the  eiiitjtig  Con- 
■tiinitoii,  it  is  not  possible  for  the  General  Court  to  place  religion  up- 
on its  proper  footing  :  it  c^n  be  done,  however,  much  better  Oiui  it  it 
done,  either  by  the  late  decision  of  t^.e  Bench,  or  by  the  adoption  of 
die  present  Bill,  in  iu  ptesent  shapes  and  the  jcji  which  the  Constitu- 
tion will  admit  of,  is  all  that  we  ask  for  at  pre^nt.  I  shall  therefom 
take  the  Ubeny,  at  a  proper  time,  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  ^Q, 

I  tball  no  longer  trctpatt  On  the  patience  of  the  bouse. 


■  [No.  VI  3 

^dE&JMu/  Jitmarii  e«  ibt  CharttUr  •/ Ragw  WiOtmt. 

Towiant  the  close  of  the  history  of  Rhode  Island,  we  proposed  t 
five, in  the  Appendix,  a  letter  written  by  thit  disiincuished  mam.     ] 

*  The  olywiiaiafaie  put  cf  tfah  Bill  was  afterwardi  Btmck  eat* 

Cookie 


Jffmiiit).  «>t 

i;|  pieceded  by  cone  wrf  jndicioiu  remarki  hj  Qoranor  Hopkis^ 

which  are  wiinhy  of  being  recorded. 

"  All  Chriiituiu."  lays  the  Gareraor,  "  from  the  beginiuag  of  the 
ReformAiioQ  to  thew  timet,  vhen  they  were  disturbed  and  oppresied 
by  the  goTenuaf;  pnwcn  they  lived  under,  on  account  of  their  reli^ 
ioui  principles  or  practice*,  had  claimed  this  natural  right,  a  Hitrty  of 
4Bmiic»ci  im  lie  vtorthip  of  Gad,  And  iDanr  of  them  had.  With  much 
learoing  anri  great  itrengih  of  reason,  ahewo.  that  it  wa*  a  rivht  they 
were  naurjlly  and  justly  entitled  to ;  an  i  of  wliich  the  civil  magis- 
trate could  AOt  deprive  theiOt  wichout  departing  from  hie  proper  doty 
and  office.  But  all  of  thpmt  when  they  came  to  be  pouewed  of  power, 
had  denied  thai  indulgence  to  th6>e,  who  differed  from  them  in  reli- 
gioui  sentiments,  that  they  had  pleaded  so  powerfully  for.  when  they 
•uSered  tbemnelves  i  and  this  had  conttanilf  and  univeruUy  t>een  the 
•ate  thtou^rhout  Christendom  for  manr  hundivd  fears.  And  Roger 
Williams  justly  claimi  the  honour  of  having  been  tiie  first  legiiutox- 
in  the  world,  in  iu  latter  ages,  that  fuUy  and  effectually  provided  for 
and  e«tablikhed  a  free,  full,  and  abaolute  liberty  of  coii»ciei»ce.  Thi« 
beneficent  principle  he  made  the  tutiiidatiou,  and,  ai  it  were,  tlw  chief 
•ornei-stone  ot  hi*  infant  colony  ;  this  wa^  made  the  test  of  admiuioa 
to  all  new-comers :  (his  wa*  the  chief  cause  that  anited  the  iobabil- 
ants  of  Rhode-Uland  and  thn^  of  Providence,  and  made  them  one 
people  and  one  colony.  It  wdi  oftea  objected  to  Adr.  WiUianu,  that 
and)  great  liberty  in  religious  matters  tended  to  licentioiuiteu  sod 
•very  kind  of  disorder.  I'u  such  objections  1  will  give  ths  answer  be 
bimself  made,  m  his  own  words ;  for  thereby  hisrekl  sentimeots  may 
be  best  discovered." 

"  To  ibe  town  of  Providence. 
"lovimg  FatKNns  AKn  ueighbovss, 

**  It  pleaseth  God  yet  to  continue  this  great  liberty  of  oar  towiw 
meetinirs,  for  which  we  ought  to  be  humbly  thankful,  and  to  improve 
these  liberties  to  the  praise  of  the  Gircr.  and  to  the  peace  and  welfare 
of  the  town  and  colony,  without  our  own  private  ends.  I  thought  it 
iDy  duty  to  present  you  this  my  impaiti^d  testimony,  and  answer  to  « 
paper  sent  you  the  other  day  from  my  brother,  **  That  it  it  llood-guilUr 
nai,  and  against  ihe  rule  of  ths  Gotpd,  to  txeeute  jud^mem  apom  traaigra- 
tori,  agaiati  thi  p^tuh  or  private  tirea/."  That  ever  [  should  speak  or 
write  a  tittle,  that  tends  to  such  an  infinite  liberty  of  conscience,  is  a 
mistake,  and  which  1  have  ever  disclaimed  und  abhorred.  To  prevent 
luch  mistakes,  I  at  present  sb.ill  only  propose  this  case  : — There  goes 
many  a  ship  to  sea.  with  many  a  hundred  snuls  in  one  ship,  who^e 
weal  and  wo  ii  common,  and  is  a  true  picture  of  a  commonwealth, 
or  an  human  combination,  or  society.  It  bath  fallen  out  sometimes, 
tiiat  both  Papists  and  fVotesLints.  Jews  and  Turks,  may  be  embarked 
into  one  ahip.  Upon  which  snppotal,  1  do  affirm,  that  all  the  liburiy 
of  conscience  that  ever  I  pleaded  for,  ttlms  upon  thete  two  hinges, 
that  none  of  the  Pafnsts,  Protestants,  Jews,  or  Turks,  be  forced  to 
come  to  the  ship's  prayen  or  worship  i  nor,  Mcondly,  compelled  from 
their  own  particular  prayers  or  worship,  if  they  practise  any.-  I 
nirther  add,  that  I  never  denied,  that  notwitlistandii^  this  hberty, 
Aecomouader  ef  this  ship  onght  to  coounand  the  ship's  course  j  yta,. 
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aad  jAto  to  conmand  thatjusdcs,  peace  nd  cobrittr  belwptud 
practised,  bntli  among  the  ««tnnen  and  all  the  paueogert.  If  any  m- 
man  nf tue  to  perform  their  mvice,  or  pauengert  to  pxf  tbeir  freight  j 
if  any  refiise  to  help  in  penoa  or  purse,  tonsioi  the  cftsninon  chatgK, 
or  defence )  if  anj  refuse  to  obey  the  commua  lawi  and  orden  of  the 
ship,  caDceniTng  their  commoD  peace  and  preRrratton  i  if  any  duU 
onutiny  and  rite  sp  againU  thrir  commanden  and  officeri )  if  any 
dull  pieaoh  or  writCi.  that  there  ought  to  be  bo  conmanden  nor  offi> 
cen,  becauM  all  are  equal  in  Chmt.  thetefiwe  no  nastcrs  nor  offieeo^ 
imUws  vor  orderi,  no  corrections  nor  puniduHcnt^l  tay.  I  ncrrr  de- 
nied but  ki  luch  cateit  whacerer  is  pretended,  the  comiaander  ot  unt- 
manderi  may  Judge,  resist,  compel  and  punish  tadi  traniigrenan,  a& 
Gordiag  to  their  deserts  and  merit*.  This,  if  seiionily  and  hoaeKfy 
niaded,  may,  if  it  so  pleue  the  Father  of  Lights,  let  io  some  light  to 
Htch  at  viUingly  ^at  not  their  eyes.  I  remain,  studious  of  onr  com* 
non  peace  and  liberty,  ROGER  WILLIAMS." 

**  This  reUgious  liberty  was  not  only  asserted  ia  words,  but  nnv 
tormly  adhered  to  end  practised,"  &e. 

it  woald  be  no  strange  event  for  a  new  State  now  to  ntablith  leU- 

E*  )us  freedoHi,  because  many  hare  set  the  example  |  bat  Roger  Wit 
DU  and  the  Rhode-  Island  Fathers  cUim  the  honour  af  maintaiaiiv 
this  pinciple,  while  all  other  States  and  kingdoms  in  the  wotld  ridia£ 
td  and  opposed  it. 

In  the  account  cf  Mr.  Williams's  settlement  in  Rhode-IiUndt  «t 
made  some  obserradons  on  the  uncommon  influence  he  acquired  owr 
ttw  irritated  and  ever  jealous  Indian  tribes.  We  dull  here  gitea  coiv 
SQCUd  view  of  the  services  which  this  influence  enalded  turn  to  per. 
'form.  His  breaki.ng  up  of  their  grand  confederacy,  in  1637,  has  al- 
ready been  mentioned.  Vet  notwithstanding  this  interposition  on  '&» 
behalf  of  all  his  Englisli  neighbouis,  when  he  was  about  to  embart 
for  England  in  164,3  '°  obtain  a  charter  for  his  colony,  he  was  not 
permitted  Io  pass  through  the  coasts  from  which  he  had  been  banished] 
but  was  obliged  to  repair  to  the  Dutch  at  New- York  to  take  sfaipinng. 
■*  Vea,  it  mu!>t  needs  be  10,"  says  Mr.  Backus,  "  because  the  Uessiagi 
of  a  peace-maker  were  to  come  upon  him,  among  the  Dutch  as  vdl 
as  the  English."  At  this  time  the  Dutch  at  Aurana,  (now  AUmuij) 
and  its  rictnity,  at  Mitnhattan,  (now  New>York}  and  in  many  other 
places,  both  on  the  main  land  and  Long-Island,  were  engaged  in  1 
bloody  conSict  with  different  Indian  tnbet.-  At  Stamford,  (now  la 
Connecticut)  the  enraged  savages  killed  many,  and  among  the  Rit 
Mrs.  Ann  Hutchtnion,  who  had  been  banished  From  Massachusetts, 
for  what  was  called  Antinomianism.  "  On  Long-Ishind  they  assaulted 
the  house  of  the  lady  Moody,  who  not  long  before  moved  from  Lynn 
in  the  same  government,  on  account  of  yfaa-bafitirm  :  bnt  she  was  de- 
fended by  forty  men,  that  gathered  to  her  houte,  which  they  assaulted 
divers  times.  But  the  Long-Island  Indians,  by  the  mediation  of  Mr. 
Williams,  (who  was  then  there  to  take  ship  for  England)  were  pa<^- 
Sed,  and  ^ace  rc^etlahtnhtd  between  the  Dutch  and  them."* 

In  1671.  when  king  Philip  was  making  preparations  for  fab  war, 
Governor  frince  of  Flymoath,  and  two  of  his  assistants,  met  three 


*  Backus,  vd.  L  p.  HT— «. 
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icntfetnen  froAB  Uk  MainckuMtu  colcmr  u  Tauauiu  K  oxaiUM  into 
toe  Quum.  Piiilipt  Indus  likct  wu  $tupicioiu  of  the  mantEavrei  of 
white  men  i  he  kept  in  bu  camp  at  a  dUtaDce,  and  tent  for  the  ctw- 
miuionert  to  come  to  him.  All  ulicitAtioo*  were  iaefiecttui,  until 
Mr.  WlUi'iinu,  then  ovei  70,  and  Mr.  firown,  sapposed  to  be  of  Swan- 
sea, od^red  to  remiin  a*  hotEaget  in  hta  camp  (  bj  which  meaM  he 
wai  prevailed  with  to  meet  the  commiuionert.  to  deliver  up  about  70 
gum,  and  to  piomiu  fiitnie  fidelity  ^  whkh  uupended  the  war '  four 
year*."* 

. .  Jn  l6^6,  while  thii  bloody  war  wu  going  on.  tradition  laji,  that' 
when  the  Indiant  appeared  on  the  hiU  north  of  Providsocei  near  the 
place  where  CoL  Smith's  house  now  itandt)  Mr.  Williamt  took  hia 
Kaff,  and  went  orer  to  meet  them,  hoping  to  padfy  their  rage,  ai  h« 
bad  often  done  before  1  bat  when  lotne  of  the  old  men  law  him,  thc^ 
came  out  to  meet  him— told  him  that  thoie  who  had  long  known  him 
woidd  not  buTt  him,  but  that  the  young  warriors  could  not  be  rettiwa* 
•d  t  upon  which  he  returned  to  the  garricon. 

"  As  the  best  and  most  useful  men,"  says  Governor  Hopkins,  "  havs 
ever,  in  all  free  States,  beentheiubjects  of  popular  claBOonr  and  ceftstire, 
so  we  find  that  Mr.  Williami  did  not  escape  the  lude  attacks  of  the 
licentious  tongue  <tf  freeda  A,"  kc.  Br  some  he  was  accustaj  of  a  big* 
oted  attachment  to  his  peculiar  opinions ;  by  others  he  was  compared 
to  a  weathercock  for  iustiibUity.  From  the  accusations  of  enemies,  a 
true  character  cannot  be  obtamed  of  hhn,  nor  of  any  other  nan. 
His  friends  unifonmly  maintain,  that  he  lived  and  died  a  pattern  of  pl> 
ety  and  beneroleacc.  It  is  cdttaini  boWerer,  from  his  own  writings, 
that  he  was  one  of  the  few  Baptists,  whose  minds  have  been  bewildered 
about  the  doctrine  of  tuccetsion  t  and  it  was  pi-obably  on  that  account 
he  ceaied  travelling  in  the  Baptist  cammunlon  not  long  after  he  found- 
ed the  chnrch  at  Fiovidence.  But  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  re- 
nounced the  peculiar  tenets  of  the  Baptists ;  and  it  is  certain  he  did  not 
embrace  those  of  any  other  sect.  He  had  a  long  and  sharp  dispute 
with  the  Quakers,  for  which  some  of  them  feel  not  very  well  disposed 
towaids  bim  at  this  day.  But  It  ought  to  be  observed,  at  the  same 
time,  that  Governor  Hopkuis,  of  that  persuasion,  hat  done  ample  jus- 
tice to  his  character. 

Although  Mr.  Willlami  was  almost  constantly  engaged  in  the 
affairs  of  the  colony,  at  luHne  and  abroad,  yet  we  an;  assured  that 
he  preached  frequently  at  Piovideoce,  and  used  tu  go  once  a  month  to 
Mr.  Smith's  in  the  Narraf^anset  country,  where  many  of  those  Narra- 
gaoset  Indians  attended  his  ministry,  who  could  not  be  prevailed  oa 
to  hear  the  missionaries  from  other  coloniecf 

*'  Roger  Williams,"  says  Morgan  Edwards,  "for  his  sin^Iar  ex- 
cellencies and  worthy  deeds,  deserves  a  statue,  and  will  certainly  have 
one,  except  there  be  soma  cross-grained  fatality  attending  the  noblest 
characters  among  Baptists,  to  prevent  their  having  the  praise  they  d^ 
serve.     I  could  fancy,"  says  this  ingenious  writer,  **  that  I  see  hu 
.    statue  erected  in  the  college' yard  at  Providence.     His  clothing  a  gar- 
liKBt  of  camel's  hair,  tied  about  his  loins  with  a  leathern  girdu.    tiis 
■  Backus,  v(d.lp.4l8. 
t  Govemour  Hopkins.   Callander. 
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fact  tre  iliod  iHth  tsmdali  t  and  about  hit  neck  a  Uttle  pvriuzucal  hud. 
In  Iiii  right  hand  U  the  gospel,  ai  an  emblera  of  the  religiout  liben^ 
he  ckUbhshed,  and  the  peace  that  followed.  In  hii  left,  is  a  roll  con- 
taining the  charter  of  the  colony,  with  at  moch  of  it  unfialded  as  thnwi 
this  paragraph  :  •*  To  exhibit  a  lively  experimenti  that  a  mott  floor- 
uhiiw  civil  State  ma;  Hand  and  best  be  maintained,  and  that  among; 
oar  EngUih  nibjects,  with  a  full  liberty  in  religioiu  conccnunentt ;  and 
diat  true  piety,  rightly  grounded  oo  gospel  principles,  will  give  the 
beet  and  greatest  security  to  aovereignty.  and  will  lay,  in  the  beartt  of 
men,  the  strongut  obtigadooA  to  true  loyalty."  On  the  pedcital  aic- 
riwtewonUj 

FATHER 

or  THIS  COLONY,  WHICH    WAl  VODNDBD    IM  1636, 
AKB  WRO«S    SPtClAL  OIJTINCTIOM    I»  THAT   OF 

RELIGIOUS  LIBERTY; 

AKD,    UNDBK    Gon,    THE    SAVIODI 
•  r      IT,    AND     or     TH(     NKICHBOVRIMG     COLOMIBt,     IKOH 


ROGER  WILLIAMSr 

It  may  he  proper  here  to  give  a  brief  account  of  another  oF  tfw 
ftuhert  of  the  Rhode-Island  colony,  of  whom  nothing  yet  has  been 
•aid.  This  w«t  WiUiam  Blaiton,  or  Blackstone.  He  was  a  minister 
in  the  Church  of  Eneland,  but  came  early  to  America.  It  appears  by 
Johnson's  history,  that  he  was  here  in  i£i8  ;  but  not  agreeing  with 
Mr.  Endicot  and  others  in  church  affairs,  he  betook  himself  tn  agri- 
culture. He  planted  hintself  on  the  neck  of  land  where  Boston  now 
stands,  which,  ftoii»  him  was  called  Blaxton's  point,  when  the  Massa- 
chusetts company  first  arrived  with  their  charter  i  and  at  a  conit  in 
-Boston,  i6j5,  they  made  him  a  grant  of  fifty  acres  of  land  near  hit 
house.  But  with  the  maxims  of  this  company  be  soon  fell  out.  "  I 
came  from  England,"  said  he,  "  because  1  did  not  like  the  Z.erd  Buh' 

tt !  but  I  cannot  join  with  yon,  because  I  would  not  be  nnder  tlw 
ard  BretbrM."  On  this  account,  he  removed  and  settled  about  three 
miles  north  of  Pawtucket,  on  an  estate  which  is  now  owned  by  Co). 
£imon  Whipple.  Hii  residence  was  on  what  is  now  called  Study  HID, 
where  his  library  and  baildinKs  were  burnt  in  king  Philip's  war.  This 
was  on  the  bank  of  Pawtucket  river,  which  above  takes  the  name  of 
Blackstone  from  this  early  settler.  He  appears  to  have  beep  intimate 
^th  Mr.  Williams,  preaehed  firequently  at  frovidence  and  places  ad- 
jacent, and  left  behind  him  the  character  of  a  godly,  pious  man.  Hii 
Aunily  is  now  extinct.  He  planted  an  orchard  juit  east  of  Study  Hill, 
which,  WE  are  told,  was  the  first  that  bote  fruit  in  the  Rhode-Island 
colony.  Some  of  the  trees  of  this  orchard  were  alive  and  thrifty  140 
feus  after  they  were  planted,  but  now  all  of  them  have  gone  to  decay.*' 

*  Backus,  \di.  1.  p.  59. 
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tNo.    VII.] 

jd    Litter  frm  the  Baptiits  in  Pbiladelpbia  to  the  Episcr 
paliam. 

(The  OBtcnts  of  this  letter  will  surest  to  the  reader  the  ctrcnmibtDCn.  under 
,  which  it  wai  written.  But  it  ma.y  be  proi>er  to  observe,  tliat  the  £i>Ucc{M- 
llana  had  uosseSKd  themsL-lves  uf  a  nieelin^-Uuusc  and  In.  belouging  to  the 
Bnptotsin  the  townxhipnf  Oxford,  Feiins)'lvaiiia.  They  itterwarda  Attempt- 
ed to  do  the  nme  in  FtiUadclphia :  this  letter  waa  wriiten,  however,  prior  ta 
that  event,  mm!  at  a  time  when  a  Mr.  CUyton,  an  ^rfscupal  mmtrter  in  Phila- 
delphia, to  whom  itwaa  addressed,  was  labouring  toposKHhinuelf  of  tiie 
Baptist  coDgregHlJcn  in  that  city.J 

«•  Sit, 
"  WHEftiA*  we  recettreJ  a  Iwter,  inTitatory  from  ynti  to  Tetttm  M 
Tonr  Church  of  England,  dated  September  26,  1698,  wherein  70a  de- 
sire us  to  send  70U,  in  hnmility  and  without  prejudice,  the  objection^ 
■miVij  we  may  not  be  anited  in  one  commonion  i  and  withal,  tliat  yoa 
Joubt  aot,  bat  by  the  Ueuing  and  zuiitance  of  God,  yon  will  be  able  to 
thew  them  to  be  aiun)bling-block»,  made  by  our  wiUa,  and  not  by  onr 
reaion ;  and  tome  of  lu,  in  behalf  of  the  reit,  having,  on  the  reception 
thereof,  given  you  a  visit,  and  bad  discourse  with  yon  concerning  some 
^f  the  ceremnniei  of  your  church,  about  which  you  gave  no  uiisfac- 
tion,  we  knew  not  that  yon  expected  any  other  aniwer  from  ut.  Btit 
in  your  late  letter  to  John  Wattt,  you  tiguify,  that  you  havereceiTcd 
no  aiuwer  to  your  foTiDcr  letter }  we,  therefore,  btking  thii  into  con- 
■ideration,  do  signify,  in  aniwer  to  your  foresaid  invitation  and  pro- 
|>o)al,  that  to  rend  from  a  rightly  constituted  church  of  Christ,  it  that 
whicb  out  souls  abbor  ;  and  that,  love,  peace,  and  unity  with  all  Cfariv 
ziansf  and  concord  and  agreement  in  the  true  faith  and  worship  of 
Gfid,  are  that  wliich  we  greatly  desire;  and  we  shosld  be  glad  if 
yourself  or  others  would  inform  us  wherein  we  err  from  the  truth 
and  ways  of  Christ  {  nor  are  we  at  all  averse  to  a  recondliation  with 
the  Church  of  England,  provided  it  can  be  proved  by  the  ho^  Scrip- 
tures, thjt  her  constitution,  orders,  offi,.-ert,  worship  and  eervice  «ie 
of  divine  appointment,  and  not  of  human  invention.  And  since  yon 
jourself  are  the  person  that  hath  given  us  the  invitation,  and  hath  proii»- 
ised  to  show  us  that  but  e^ieliont  art  ttumbliMg-bioela,  made  bj  i»ir  vniltt 
Mud  rtof  by  our  tmim  j  and  we  understanding  that  our  Lord  Jesui 
Christ  is  the  only  bead,  king,  lord  and  law>giver  of  his  church,  whom 
all  are  boHud  to  hear  and  obey,  under  the  severe  penatLy  of  an  utter 
extirpation  from  among  the  people  of  God  ;  and  that  his  laws  and 
will  are  only  to  be  found  in  and  known  by  the  sacred  Scriptures, 
ivhick  are  the  only  supreme,  sufficient,  and  standing  rule  of  all  fwiik 
jind  worship ;  and  not  understanding  the  constitution  of  your  cburd), 
with  all  the  orders,  officers,  worship  and  service,  at  this  day  in  use  and 
Oiaintaised  tlierein,  to  be  agreeable  thereto  and  warranted  thereby, 
Jiath  been  the  cause  of  our  separation  from  her,  and  is  the  objection 
we  have  to  make,  or  the  ilumbling-bl^k  which  lies  in  our  way  t^ 
such  an  union  and  communion  as  yob  desire  t  we,  therefore,  hope 
Aodejcpectt  according  to  your  fronis^  that  you  will  endearum-  in 
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rnnctTal.  bj  ihowinfi;  ui  irom  holy  Scripture,  th«e  two  tk!ng>  at 
abiolutely  necetsary  in  or<Ier  tbereunro :  iiU  That  the  I'onnation  of 
Tour  charch,  with  all  the  orders,  oSifxn,  ritn,  and  cemnonies,  noir 
In  Ofe  and  praetiied  thercint  are  of  divine  inititudon ;  particularly, 
that  the  church  of  Christ  ander  the  New-Teitaraent,  may  contut  or  be 
niade  np  of  a  mixed  multitude,  and  their  teed,  even  all  that  ate  mem- 
ben  of  a  nation,  who  are  willing  to  go  nnder  the  denomination  of 
Christians,  whether  they  ate  godly  or  ungodly,  holy  or  proCine  t  that 
lordi  archbithopt,  and  diocesan  lords  biibopi,  such  as  are  now  io  Eng- 
land, arc  of  divine  inttitntion  and  appointment  i  that  the  gOTemment 
of  the  church  of  Christ,  under  the  Gospel,  is  to  be  prelatical,  according 
at  it  is  practised  this  day  in  your  church  i  and  that  your  eccletiaiticu 
courts  are  of  divine  appointment ;  that  particular  churches  or  congrex 
gationi,  with  their  mmistert  or  elders,  who  have  power  and  authority  to 
lecnre  penoni  into  membenhtp,  hare  not  likewise  authority,  by  Matfa- 
thew  zviii.  ij— •ifl,  and  Corinthians  v,  to  execute  chnrch  censures  and 
excommunication  upon  miscreants,  swearers,  liars,  drunkards,  adulter- 
ers, thieves,  atheists,  &c. ;  butthat  it  is  of  divine  appointment,  that  they 
mast  be  presented  to  their  ordtaaries,  and  only  proceeded  against  inyonr 
ecclesiasdcal  courts  ;  that  the  several  o&ces  of  deans,  cubdeans,  chap- 
ters, archdeacons,  prebendaries,  chanocllors,  commissaries,  officials,  reg< 
liters,  canons,  pettycanoDs,  vicars,  chorals,  appariton,  organists,  vergers, 
HOging-men  and  boys,  septins,  episders,  gospellers,  and  such  like  oflE- 
ces  and  o$cers  of  your  chnrch  and  ecclesiastical  courts,  are  of  divine 
inidtnttOD,  or  have  any  Scripture  warrant  to  justify  them,  and  to  bear 
them  harmless  in  tjje  last  day  ;  that  unpreadiing  ministers  may  cehy 
brate  the  sacraments  by  Scripture  warntnt  \  that  their  diSinent  bj^- 
parel  in  dme  of  divine  service,  such  as  hoods,  tippets,  surplices,  &c. 
sre  of  divine  institution,  or  have  any  Scripture  warrant  under  th« 
New-Testament  j  that  the  manner  of  the  publicic  service  and  liturgy 
of  the  Church  of  England,  with  the  visitation  of  the  sick,  burial  of 
the  dead)  churching  tt  women,  matrimony,  Ac.  as  now  in  use,  are  of 
divine  appointment ;  that  the  people  ought,  by  the  rule  of  God's  word, 
audibly  with  the  ministers,  to  say  the  confession.  Lord's  prayer,  and 
creed  i  and  make  such  answers  to  the  publick  prayers,  as  are  appoint- 
ed in  the  book  of  common  prayer  ;  that  it  is  God's  holy  will  and 
pleasure,  that  saint  days  and  holy  days  should  be  kept  and  observed 
by  Christians,  according  to  the  ute  of  the  Chtu-eh  of  England  ;  that 
instruments  of  musick  are  to  be  used  in  God's  worship,  under  the 
Uew-Testament ;  that  infant  baptism  is  a  dutyi  that  pouring  or 
sprinkling  water  is  the  right  manner  of  baptizing  ;  that  your  mantter 
of  administering  the  sacraments,  and  signing  with  the  sign  of  the  cross 
ia  baptism  are  Zi  divine  appoiatmunt ;  that  god-fathers  and  god-m<Hhi 
en  are  of  divine  appointment.  These  are  some  of  the  things  we  dcT 
sire  you  to  prove  and  make  plain  to  us  by  the  holy  Scripture.  But 
if  the  case  be  such  that  some  or  all  of  them  cannot  be  tJiereby  proved  ; 
then  the  jd  thing  necessary  to  our  reconciliation  with  your  church  is. 
That  you  will  give  us  clear  and  infallible  poof  from  God's  holy  word, 
«uch  as  will  bear  us  harmless  in  the  last  day,  that  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  hath  given  power  and  authority  to  any  man,  men,  convocation, 
•r  synod,  to  make,  constitute,  and  set  up  any  otlier  laws,  orders,  o^- 
iettft  rites  wad  ceremDaicii  ta  lii»  dinrcbr  besides  those  which  be  hatb 
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appointed  ia  hii  hotj  word  t  or  to  alter  or  chsnge  those,  which  he 
bxih  tberetn  appoiotedt  accordmg  ai  majr*  bam  time  to  time,  to  ^em 
nem  conTcnient  i  and  that  we  are  boDnd  in  conscience  towardi  God, 
bj  the  authority  of  hii  word,  to  yieU  obedience  thereunto  i  or  wheth- 
er it  wiU  Dot  rather  beji  lore  reflection  npon  the  »ufficiency  of  the 
holy  Sciipmrei,  and  a  high  defamation  of  the  kingly  and  prophetical 
offices  oTJeiot  Christ,  to  mppoae  such  a  thing. — Thui  have  we  m  bu- 
imlity,  amd  without  pr^»£it,  sent  yon  onr  objections  i  and  if  yna  can, 
according  to  your  letter,  ahow  them  to  be  liumirmg-i/otit  made  by  our 
will,  and  Kot  hj  our  naio*,  we  ikall  be  very  thankful,  and  you  shall 
not  find  ui  obstinate,  bat  ready  to  accept  your  ioTttation.  fiot  un- 
til you  do  so,  and  prove  the  conttitntion,  orders,  officers,  rites  and 
ceremoniei  of  your  church  to  be  of  God,  tt  is  but  reason  that  you 
should  suspend  all  charge  of  tcHtm  against  nt,  and  desist  from  blam- 
ing us  for  our  peaceable  separation  ;  which  is  all,  at  present,  irotn 
your  loving  friends,  who  desire  information,  and  unity  among  saints, 
and  the  church's  peace ;  that  God,  ia  all  things  may  be  glorified 
through  our  Lord  Jesui  Christ,     jfmau 

"  Subscribed  by  u*,  members  of  the  general  meeting,  in  behalf  of 
the  rest,  March  1 1,  lAt^p. 

"John  Watts,  Joseph  Wood,  George  EagletGeld,  Samuel  Jcme% 
George  Eatooi  Thoma*  Bibb." 

The  times,  to  which  the  above  letter  refers,  were  retnarkahle  fyr 
the  spirit  of  proselyting,  excited  chiefly  by  means  <^  the  Rev.  George 
Keith,  who,  it  is  said,  was  admitted  to  orders,  upon  condition  that  he' 
would  return  to  Pennsylvania,  and  endeavour  to  bring  his  party  over 
to  the  Church  of  England.  He  and  his  brethren  met  with  success  at 
firffii  but  a  espy  of  the  above  letter  being  made  publick,  they  were 
»oinewhat  embanasied,  and  their  progress  retarded.* 


[No.VIII.1 
Ciwl  Statt  of  Diiitnttrt  m  Ettgland,  t793> 
<*  Every  dissenter  in  England  it  excluded  from  all  civil  and  ecclesi- 
astical employment  of  honour  and  profit  in  the  kingdom.  No  dissent- 
er can  be  admitted  to  command  in  the  army  or  navy,  were  even  hia 
country  invaded,  nor  to  collect  any  part  of  the  pubtick  revenue,  nor 
to  act  aa  a  magistrate,  nor  to  graduate  in  either  of  the  universities,  nor 
even  to  take  a  degree  of  Doctor  of  Musick  or  Physick,  which  employ- 
ments do  not  leem  to  have  any  reference  to  llic  State,  Nor  will  the 
affirmation  of  a  Quaker  he  taken  in  any  of  our  courts,  in  any  criminal 
prosecntion  whatever  ;  so  that,  if  a  man  of  this  denomination  were  to 
see  another  murder  his  father  or  his  wife,  he  could  not  prosecute  the 
criminal  without  denying  his  religion.  No  Quaker  can  practise  ia 
any  of  the  courts  of  law,  not  even  as  an  attorney.  This  civil  incapa- 
city makes  Dissenters  be  looked  upon  by  the  vulear  most  unjustly,  as 
rebels  and  enemies  to  government,  and  to  a  family  which  tbey  placed 
on  the  throne  i  and  in  all  teatons  of  alann  and  tumult  they  have  ez- 

•  EdwudS'stQitoryrftheBaptiMBkiPataiIi!rlvdn!B,p.99— ^ 
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pnienced,  and  do  experimce  great  evili  in  thii  way.  Erery  DUmdUT 
who  acknowledge*  the  tmth  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  it  Uii»atfd 
in  the  exerciie  t?  religiou*  wnnhip  ;  but  be  who  denici  the  Trtaiiy,  is, 
on  conviction,  liable  to  canjucatlon  of  goaeU  aitd  trnfruonwiml'  Diuentrra 
pay  M  taxes  and  tfthei,  and  are  obliged  to  lerve  offices  in  the  churcl^ 
which  aie  attended  onif  with  labour  and  eapeiue,  ai  churd^wardeni  Ice 
■ubject  to  heavy  penaltiei  if  they  do  not  lerve,  or  find,  at  tbeir  owb 
•xpente,  a  proper  luhttitnte !!" Rifpom'i  Rtgutir,  VaL  i.  p.  51a, 

Thii  ttaiemenl  will  give  the  reader  a  view  of  the  condition  M  I>iw 
fCDteri  in  England,  and  will  infficienlly  explain  to  him  the  leaioa  why 
each  mnltitadei  are  continually  cmiKrating  to  America. 

ThU  kingdom  abonodt  with  good  men  of  different  penuaiioM  ;  it 
bat  long  been  the  nursery  of  genius  and  piety  ;  every  Chriitian  land 
bat  reason  to  respect  it,  on  account  of  iu  noble  effi>Tt«  in  the  cause  of 
truth  (  b«  the  maxims  of  its  Cabinet,  and  iu  Eccleuadkal  Constita- 
tioa,  no  lover  of  liberty  and  equality  can  approve. 

To  the  above  statement  we  will  lutgotn  the  fbllowing  account  of  the 
Church  of  England  taken  irom  Simpson's  ^a  for  the  Sacred  Wric- 
ingf. 

•*  There  are  about  i  8,qOo  clergymen  in  England  and  Wales  of  tbe 
Mtablisbed  religion,  and  nearly  10  000  parishes.  The  rectories  are 
5,098  ;  the  vicarages  3,687  {  the  livings  of  Other  dMcripti<»is  Si970  | 
la  all.  ii>7f;. 

"Twenty  or  thirty  of  those  livings  may  be  C4444:  44  and  upwards  a 
year :  four  or  five  hundred  of  them  j^azaz  :  la — two  thousand  of  then 
£888 :  9o~&ve  thousand  of  than  &444 :  4^-  The  average  valoeof  lir- 
iigs  is  abtint  S613  :  sa. 

**  The  whole  income  of  the  church  and  two  Universities  is  h»  mult- 
j0jt,  tin  hunJriJ  anti  I'utlj^im  thmuamd,  tin  tundreJ aad tittlj-tiit  doUar*  aud 
fixtj-itvtm  unit- 

"  There  are  twenty-sis  bishops,  whose  annual  income  is  2408,888: 
901  each  bishop  has  iherefote  on  an  average  Ki$,7]G  j  jo,  supposing 
be  had  no  other  preferment. 

**  There  are  1%  cathedrals,  16  deans,  60  arch-deacons,  and  554  pre- 
bends, canons,  &c.  Besides  these,  there  are  in  all  about  300  in  orders 
belonging  to  the  difiereat  cathedrals,  and  abont  900  lay  officers,  such 
as  singing-men,  organists,  Ac.  who  are  all  paid  irom  the  cathedral 
emoluments  j  so  that  there  are  about  i  Boo  persons  attached  to  tbe  sev- 
eral cathedrals  and  divide  among  them  %6iz,r2t  t  la." 

One  man  may  posses*  several  preferments  at  the  same  time,  and 
may  receive  the  enormous  sumof  ^88,K88 :  90,  per  annum  !— ^Lav, 
bishop  of  Carlisle,  possessed,  at  the  lime  of  his  decease,  ttn  or  more  pre- 
ferment*.  He  was  a  bisfaopi  head  of  a  college,  prebend,  rector,  libra- 
Han,  8cc.  &c.  &c." 

This  picture  is  sufficient  to  convince  AsKTicans  of  ibe  impropriety 
nf  a  onion  of  Church  and  State.  Were  it  necessary,  sucb  a  melaD- 
choly  picture  might  be  drawn  ^om  the  statements  of  that  worthy  man 
and  Christian,  DAvin  Simpioh,  (who  disdained  to  be  considered  an 
hirtrmg  of  the  corrupt  Church  of  England,  and  of  course  withdrew)  ai 
would  sttike  the  mind  with  horror  I  Any  one  who  withes  to  be  iur- 
ther  acqoaiatcd  wub  ibc  bistorj  of  tfaem,  nuy  iod  it  in  a  vdine 
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Trittn  by  Bavid  ffimpMHi  \.  M.  entitW,  "  A  plea  for  Religion  and 
the  Sacted  Wridnga,  addretied  to  the  diiciplei  of  Thomas  Faine* 
and  to  waTding  CbrUciaat  of  cretr  denomination." 


[No.   IX.3 
Fiew  of  tht  D'^craa  DttnmnaHant  of  Chriiliaat  im  iht  UaiitJ 
Slattt. 

Tri  number  of  the  Baptiitt  will  be  exhibited  is  the  following  Tables 

It  ii  probable  the  Methodius  count  ai  many  memberi  ia  their  so 
mtXj,  if  not  more,  than  any  one  denomination  in  America.  Accord- 
ing to  their  Minutes,  the  turn  total  of  their  inemben  this  year 
amounts  to  214,307  ;  43,809  of  whom  are  people  of  colour.  The 
preachers  in  full  connexion  are  678,  thoK  on  trial  are  17S;  making  tfaa 
•am  total  of  preachers  H56,  Tne  increase  of  their  society  this  year  is 
18,9^0.*  The  memberi  in  Canada  are  not  reckoned  in  this  itatementt 
Their  number  in  both  Provinces  last  year  wu  a  Utile  short  of  3000  ; 
but  it  is  said  great  additions  were  made  to  tliem  this  year.  In  Uiis 
jitatement  are  included  all,  who  belong  to  the  Methodi&t  Ctaue*  t  what 
proportion  of  these  come  up  to  their  communion,  one  of  their  ministcis 
informs  ine,cannotbeascertiiLned  with  any  def;rce  of  coireccoess.  Agei^ 
tleman,  who  was  a  number  of  years  a  preacher  in  their  conneiiont  sup- 
poses, that)  take  the  denomination  at  large,  not  more,  if  to  many  as 
half  of  those  in  Society,  are  communicaiiis. 

The  total  number  of  the  Methodist  Society  in  1809,  in  Britain  and 
Ireland,  the  West-Indies,  British  Dominions  in  America,  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  was  334,6i8.t 

The  Congregation  lists  arc  the  most  numeroui  denomination  in  New- 
England.  Their  congregations,  in  i8ot,  were  over  a  thousaod.J  In 
1796,  according  to  Dr.  Morse,  their  churches  in  Connecticut  only,  were 
300,  their  paston  i70>  and  their  communicants  30,000.$  In  Massa> 
•hosetts,  their  number  of  preachers  now  is  over  400,  the  number  of 
churches  nearly  50a  U  The  number  of  this  denomination  in  other 
States  I  am  not  able  to  itate,  but  it  must  be  small  compared  with 
New-Eagbnd. 

The  number  of  Presbyterian  congregation*  in  America  was,  in 
1786,  computed  to  be  618:  there  were  216  ministers.'*  'i'hey  have 
probably  increased  considerably  since. -ff 

The  independents  are  small  compared  with  either  of  the  formentioo- 
ad  sect*. 

*  Minutes  t£  the  Annual  Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  chnrcli, 
Stc.for  tSlJ. 

t  Lee's  History  of  the  Methodists,  p.  339. 

X  Hannah  Adams's  View  of  Keliginns,  p,  4tf. 

S  Geography,  voL  1,  p,  4.i3. 

I  Massachunetts  Register  for  1813^ 

••  View  >£  ReUpans,  p.  43L 

-HTheCrngrefcatbnalietaanilPreabyteriansaiesacftenblnided  (richer.  e»- 

peciallv  in  New-E:'dand,  that  those  who  have  rat  studied  their  nilcs  if  iliwJ- 

pbK,  know  not  in  wWt  the  di&i«nc«  between  them  coosiats.    The  fre^te- 
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The  Friends  have,  in  the  United  Sutes,  jo;  meedngs  for  wmlii^ 
their  monthly  meeting*  are  1 79  \  their .rearly  ineetingt  43.* 

The  number  of  Episcopal  congregations  I  have  not  iNrnt. 

The  whole  population  of  the  Komaii  Catholicks  in  the  United  States 
in  1801,  was  supposed  to  be  50,000. 

The  Qumber  ai  the  smaller  *ects  cannot  be  asceitalned. 

rianshniretheftiUawmg  cmdation  of  eccle^astical  tribunals,  viz.  Church  Se*- 
Bcns,  PrcBbyteries,  Synods,  and  the  (General  Assembly.  A  church  Seascn  cta- 
sisls  of  the  miiiisfer,  or  minister  and  elders,  with  whom  is  vested  the  govern- 
ment of  each  church.  A  Presbyteiy  consists  of  all  the  ministers  and  cne  mliog 
elder  from  each  church  or  congregation  wnhin  a  certain  distrkt.  A  Synod  b  a 
caoTention  cf  several  Presbyteries.  The  General  Assemfily  Ctfuists  of  dele- 
Kates  fnim  all  the  Presb^taries.  There  is  a  rej^ular  course  of  appeals  fixtn 
the  Cburcli  ijesnon  up  to  this  Assembly,  wluch  is  the  htajhettjuiUcatOTycftte 

PreBbyterian  Churcli. Hannah  Adama'a  VinuefSeiigiaiu,  fi.*50,*Sl. 

The  Congregalioualists  differ  uo  ^reat  frtsn  the  Presbyterians  exc^  ii 
church  EQY^'^''''ent,  which  th»  vest,  nut  in  the  bands  of  the  minister  or  ddei^ 
PreftojTeries,SynodB,or  Assemblies;  but  each  church  is  supposed  to  have  pow- 
er cf  itself  to  regulate  all  itsalfiurs:  it  is,  however,  thought,  that  thev,  togetb- 
•r  with  the  Independents,  are  verging  towards  the  Presbyterian  standard. 
'  This  account  was  furnished  by  Moses  Brown,  of  Providence. 
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N.  R  The  iiBTTieB  of  ordained  ininiiten'  are  m  Roinnn  character,  unnrdatotfd 
in  ItaUck.  The  names  of  all  die  inini!<ter»nsfura>i  they  caiibeatccrtBrne^ 
■tf  piit  clown,  whether  tbe^  were  debates  tn  the  Associalirai  or  not.  The 
dfifes  immediatelf  after  tlie  names  of  tnc  AvocuLtictu  ahaw  when  they  wer< 
fxfiuiued. 


Kova-Scotia  and  New-Brunswick  Assodation.    1797* 

Held  in  Onilow,  June  tf,  iSti.    Setqiefiby  Edward  Minoing. 

CiMrcia.  '^•"^-  Min^itn. 

Lower  Grutville 
Upper  GrinvilU 
Corawallii 
Hortpo 

Nev^ort  1800 

Ondow  1807 

IKghr  Neck  iSo$ 

Ambem  1809 

Silltbunr,  U.S.  1800  iMcpb  Cnodal) 

SKknlle,  N.  B.  1800 

'Waiertnnr,  N.  B.  1800  Elijah  Ewcfbrook 

Prince  Williim-N.  S.  •*       '    " ' 

WikcGeld,  nTB. 

Hali^K  ij«j  John  Burton 

Nict^n  lod  Wilmol  1810  Thomai  H.  Chipi 

Chever  1788  JoKiih  Dimoek 
S|inBgfie!d 

Cbuccbu  19 


1 13  Toi»l 

T.  S.  Htrdinic,  t^-dfraUr. 
Ed  ward  Minning,  Qiri. 


Dutriet  1^  Maine, 

LiKCOI.H  AtlOClATIOK. 
Held  al  ScdRwirk,  Sept:  16,  l8i>. 
by  Phioen  Plllibuiy. 
1784  Job  Micomber,  Diniel  Peaiton 
1784!  F.li^  Snow,  Simucl  Baker 


1804. 
SerpiDO 


joteph  Bay  If 
Samuel  A.  fUg^ 
Benjania  Eima 
Phlneai  I^llibmr 
Jamea  Steward 

Samual  Siimoo 

Andrew  Fuller,  RettrtC  Starr 
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Ttibk  9fAumawm  md  CiurJuu 


CiUKhl. 

*A  Utboo 
Cnonlle 

Faratiagian 
Monmouih 

New.Poitlaiii] 
■a  LhcbGeld 


HarpnwU 

Metitou 

lu  BuckCeU 

Pitit 
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New-Gtouceiler 

kTonh-Yuinoiuli 

Biuonrick 
Pon  1«id 
«d  Buckfield 
Sntnncr 
Bcibcl 
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Held  «   Nonh-Yuniauib,   Oct.    >,    lS)i 

Sermoa  by  Caleb  Blood. 
SuDuel  Muific^  Sinuiel  Woadvui 
John  Tiipp 
Nathaniel  Chme 

Jimei  Hovpei 
aba  Htiitea,  ThenM  Wymn 

Sylnniu  Boudtqu.-ThotBM  Gnca 
jMcph  Adinu,  7""^'^  Hmttdji' 
Benjioiia  Tiicenb 
Cileb  Blood 


Gtortee  Ridcw 

foxpb  R«bciu 
Trittmn  loidan 
Lenuel  JicUoc,  AmuMb  Keti 


Reubro  Ball 
iRxMon  Notion 
Silu-€LeanM 


CilmaDtoQ 

lit  Wella 

■dfieiwick 

Lymu. 

tu  Shaptciffh 

itt  WiMibmim^ 

Conuth 


Nnu-Hamptbin, 

N.HANriHIItK  AllOCIATIOK. 

HcM  M  PancntfiHil,  lane  9,  iStj.    ! 

by  Otit  RobiMCin. 
William  Hooper 
JoifaiuCue 

Wilier  Powert 
Joicph  Eaton 
>faihaniel  Loid 
Simon  Lock 
William  Godirift 
Henry  Smith 
tlmoihv  Rcitiick 
Baitkt  TnMlry 
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Tdbie  of  Attmatim  and  Chtavith 


LKbinoo  and  Berwick 

Newmarket 

Eati<ir 

LimitKton 

But  Pimh  Weill 

Arundel 

«d  WaiCfbOrouitli 
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Hollii 
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£ffin|hi« 

sdBerwi^ 
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GiUitaf 


Dublin 
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SuUivm 
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Lend  j 

Wuhiagum 
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Wcntworlli  Lord 
Abocr  Flandcn 
Zcbedee  Ocbiw 


EbcTMier  P,  Kimm^ 
Joihua  Robena 
Andrew  Sbetbuinfe 


Levi  CbuHnnm 
Williim  Chadboum 
Williuit  Taylor 


Uriah  Murrima 

Miuiwen  m  Ttxal 

Oris  RobimoD,  Maderator, 
Andrew  SbeiburiK,  Ckrk. 
N'  B.  The  grtal  Breniwood  cbuich,  i*  fin 
•ome  rnioo,  whkb  I  tuvo  rtot  leatrfi, 
dT^>ped  from  rfaeie  Minuict.  We  ihill 
therefore  give  \i  *  place  uncmg  ifac  Uqh- 
•ocialcd  cbuTchct. 

MeneeiTH  Aiiociatiok.     178c). 
Held  at  Merediih,  SqM.  11, 1811.    Scmon 

by  0»1  RobiMoo. 
Nicholai  Fohom,  AinhiM  Sum 
John  Crockeu 
David  fUrdf 
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M  AlIOCIATIC 

Held  It  MiKMi.  Oct.  I 


°°Elija!s\^ui!i 


._  I  i  Total 

Elijah  Wlllirdj  MtdtraUr. 
Clurlei  CutDBUDgi,  C&rf. 
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CiaroUi.  5f^  Minititr*. 
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N.H. 


WewmoieUni),  N.H. 
ChciWr 
AtundtN.H. 
Kev-Londao,  N.  H. 
Corniib,  K.  H. 
GiifNm,  N.H. 


GnAaa,Vt. 

.Goikn,  N.H. 
Sutton,  N-H. 

Tbtnubeitd 
WTuidMr,  Wen  hiih 
Andovcr 

LondoiMlerrT,  N.  H< 
Acworih,  N.H. 
Wwtmiiuter  lod  { 
RockloabHi    t 
Winlull 
Unitr.  N.  H. 
rbisGeld,  N.H. 

Cbuccbaaj 


A&ni>Mn«. 
AlbMiy,  N.Y. 
Jhilii),  N.Y. 
CuBliridge,  N.Y- 
lit  C^nun.  N.Y. 
adC»aiD,N.Y. 
IW  Cbnhuc,  Miu. 
•d  Cbdliiie,  Man. 
ChMhun,  N.Y. 
ChtrtontvHIe,  U.C. 
Clifionpirk,  N.Y. 
Climu,  U.  Caiudt 
Egccinant,  M»«. 
Eaii  Hilliaale.  N.Y. 
We»e  HilUdale.  N.Y. 
Lauh)bar2,  N.Y. 
HoMick,  N.Y. 
NitMu,  N.Y. 
PiiwowD,  N  Y. 
Kttifield,  NY. 
Jii  li'owin),  f\. 
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AiTOB  Lc[anj 

Jcrcmiili  Higbee 

}  ob  SnDiaiu,  Siml.  AnbNwe,  £mci(  ^htfiv 

A  lie  I  Kcndrick 

JOKph  Wheel 


Bemu  BojoiM 
fohD  SpaMinit 
,'cfuth^  GoiDR,  jr.  A 
John  Colby 

ThomM  taker 

Samael  Linina 

rtnhon  I«ne 
Be»i»mik  Stmt 


^nMiuM 

Jooatlua  Cnm,  Btujatdn  Kiminlt 

nt  ai  T«*] 

AtroD  Leiaad,  MeJtroler. 
Juemiah  Higbee,  C^ri. 
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Obed  Wirren 

BartemiuBnAiiii 
/ob  Cbunpton 
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Chirlei  LalMti 
lohn  Frauds  juo. 
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TahU  tf  Auodei6ottt  »nd  Cburihtfit 


&.bodKk,  N.Y. 
wSlephcDiown,  N.Y. 
in  Shaftiliury,  Vt. 
jtb  Shafubuiy,  Vi. 
Savof,  MiM- 

T.OJ-,  N.Y. 
IWmciu).  U.C. 
SandiifiekL  Maw. 
O«ford,  U.C. 
W.SiocktHidge,  Mm. 
Choichu  ]• 


&1»«.N.Y. 
HubbuioD.  Vt. 
BnnifaKi.Vi. 
Wkiiing.  V(. 
PrtliftnJ,  Vi, 

PoulUKf,  Vt. 

Maikion,Vi. 
Rapeit.  Vi. 
Kew-tbTCB.  Vu 
Middlewn,  Vt. 
Jbidpcni.  Vi. 
Cornwall,  Vb 
Brntol,  Vt- 
Clarloue,  Vt. 
GiHtille.  N.Y. 
Donel,  Vt. 
OnKlf,  Vt. 
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1,  Vt. 


Mnldlcbury,  Vb 
BeoMMi,  Vt, 
I.»,Vt. 
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Cimbtid^e 
Swinion 
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Obed  W«crw,  UcJrrttar. 
Willbia  Giooai,  jr.  Cirri. 

ViRMONT  AsiociATiOH.     178^. 
Oct.  6,  J,  iSif. 
SmmulM.  PlwaA 
Nitbin  Dina 
AUM  Fiiitr 

Wllliim  HeiintM 
Clirk  Kendnck 

wTRcyiwIffa 


SiBMtl  Rowlcf 

Imc  Sawyer 

SiiDDcl  Clarchill 

Naihatuel  Kcnditck,  fkraa  Graa/aU 

J<nmf  It.  Dvyrt 

LebiHl  Howtid 

AbelWoodi 

^phnum  Sawyer 

MiDisMr*  to  T«al 

SimtKl  Row\tj,ClcTi. 

Tbc  Minatei  or  tku  ADUciaikm  were  Torwtrd- 
ed  in  mamucript.  Wbcieitwuheld, wbo 
prcacheil  the  leirnon,  and  wbowMBU  ' 


FAiRriEL&AtiociATioH.    Fonneilr 

called  RIchivmd,  formed  1795. 

HeU  «  FaiiGeld,  Ad^.  16,  iSit.    Setawn 

b>'  I,  OiculU 


MMoWirei 

S.  Holniei 


^ 


,:,Googlc 


TaiU  of  Aitteiatiottt  and  Churebet^  JOS 

UVtka.  «-.*  l/initkrs. 


CrifutHirr 
l..ne«t«F,  N.H. 
L'ttkion 
Concord,  N.H. 
CoTcatn-  &  ImburGli 

Bjtnuioo  ' 
Lumnhurith 

St.  johntbuiy.Vt, 
■'nrille,  Vi. 

Chatchra  ii  MioiiKn  ■  Toml 

SinucI  Cbnrch'ilT,  Meieratar. 

Oinicl  MiKMi,  I'&ril. 


Barre 

Chelm  ind  Tunbridge 

Randolph 

Topthum 
R'T^Uon 
Wartea 
Ha-ovcr.  N.  II. 
Eimtr,  N.  H. 

ChBrcbu  It 


ClBomn, 
Hcmhitl 

Woborn 


Siniuel  Horcf 
E'ijili  HunrinGton 


j«;ti  4  Ton! 

Samuel  Hovey,  Madt'mttr. 
ElijJi  HuDtiogion,  Qerk. 


Mr 
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Uanncn 

Ohatlettotin 

Bcwily 


Mastacbuietls. 


Weld  ai  W«re,  N.H.  S*^.  ts.  1813.    Ser- 
mon by  EbciKzer  Nclaoo. 
jThoma*  Baldwin, n.a.  Dmitt Ckamtm, 


-,,^ThomM  Walcimi 


bjGoogl 


t*4itJlr  tfAuteiaihM  mid  Chfr^t 

Mkhlen. 


Maliten 
Wcire.  N.H. 
Ncw-BoiroD,  N  H. 
Ho«iiij[h»m  WWI.M.H. 
Africin  Cfauich  in  { 
Bmran  { 

^wbnrjr  aad  New- } 
bucypbrt  J 

adBonon 
Clouccner 
Marbkbead 
Chclaitfbtd 
LondMilenr,  N.H. 
DunNible 
Oo&kowa,  N.H. 

C<iurdm*7 


Santm 

Charlion 

IM  Woodueck,  Con, 
•d  Woodttock,Con. 
Souib-Brimfield 
Aelcbenown 
SturbHdp 
«d  Athford,  Coo. 
sd  Aibfbcd,  Cod. 
ahutnbury 
Wilhnhim 
Hiidwick 
ThogiiNoa,  Con. 
Pomlret  Con. 
EnGald  and  Loee-  > 
Meadow,  Con.  { 
Killiiwlv,  Con. 
Tolland,  Con. 
Ill  SuSord,  Con. 
sd  SuSbfd,  Cod. 

Chaichct  (9 


<evfte«  tnl,  !^ 
-R  GuiUbrtO^t. 
«d  Colnioe  '■ 
Aicbmond     ! 
Sbmcnei,  VrJ 


It^s 


Laciui  fiolln,  a.  h.  E.  Williinu,  a.  m.  \ 
Hciuy  A.  Cla'ke  | 


John  PeiV 

Daniel  Snrp,  £.  Hnttk,  Jtkuim  Ciait 


AbnlxB  GaiH 

MiniMcTi  t4  Total 

Thonui  Baldwin,  Mo4trater. 
EIuIh  WiDJani,  Cf^i. 


Held  u  Hardwick,  Sept.  fo,  iBia.    Sqm 

by  Jca^  Snullidge. 
Samuel  Watcrt,  Iimc  DwioDcl 
Pee,  Roftfn 
Jamei  Boomcf 


Amoi  Weill 
Elijah  Godd'uff 
DivkJ  P.r»»e 
Zcnu  L.  Leonard,  a 

JoM^  .Smallidge 


Bennf 


Ebcncicr  Burt 
PanonCroibr 

Geonte  Aiwell,  Enkiel  Teny 

Calvin  Conprr 

William  Hubbflil 

Toiatian  Pa'i.SamudOolir 

Samuel  Blow,  a  m, 

ttenso  Total 

Snnuel  Water),  Akdtralor. 
Zcnas  L.  Leonard,  Ckrk. 

«  AisociATiOK.    1793. 
HcUMGuil[brd,Vt.Ocl.9.l8ii.    Scnnoo 

by  Tluuu*  Punanu. 
AtaHebard 
Elijah  Mofin^ie 
Jcrany  Packer,  Matthew  BeniKt 

Solowon  Wikefidd  j 

JonatbaH  Hgniler  { 


taiit  ^Asmiaami  and  Vhurebes* 


t>utiKr,  Vi, 
Hili&>,Vt. 
Mirlboraoch  tod  > 

lit  Colrnne 
Cbvlemnu 
Royiliion  lod      } 

WbchcDdon    J 
WcDdell 
Gniironl  Unind  7 

Chwch,  Vi.     I 

R«ya  litOD  &  Wirwie  k 
Bcooklinc 
ritrwilliuD,N.H. 
Swinzey&Wio-f 
cbetnt,  N.H.  { 
HcMh 
Ncw-Salerfk 
'  Wilminnton,  Vl. 
Hiinditc  and  ChiaHr- ) 
field,  N.  H.  S 

Whiiingluiii,  Vl. 
Wwkboraujtb,  Vt. 
ChiuclK**7 


ibetmGcld 


;,i: 


JoHifauWilKn 

Muufield  Bmcq  Batjimii  Cola 

Bu^'uniii  Backlin 

John  lUtbbun,  N4tliuiel  Ric< 

Stmuel  Riilg 
Lewii  Allen 
OavidBat^ 
Levi  Hodge 
tiucWeTiaiii 
Nathuiel  Bowlel 

S(c]^id)  Baxter 
Paul  Davii 
Eli  Ball 
JoKpb  Elliot 

Stephen  Choote 
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Held  at  Wew-SpriDoficId,  Sept.    i,    l8J8- 
ScnaoB  oj  Eldat  Bndler4 


Tbomu  Rand,  a.m. 
Abnh»i  Jackioa 
Amot  Kingtlcr 

John  Oranr,  Sibi  Kingiley 

Minuten  j  Total 

iene  Whinna)^  Uadtraur. 
ohn  Grant,  Clni. 
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Warrctt 

lu  Middleboro*.  Man. 

BdMiddleboio'.MaM. 

3d  lfiddleb<W,  Man. 

WmHhaai,  M«>. 

Anleboroogh,  Mw. 

BanutabU,  Mw. 

Medfield^HaM. 

Hanritl^  Han. 


fcpe*  M.  Wincbell,  A  _ 
iher  Baker,     ■   -  ■  BirMt 
Samuel  Abbot 
Smeoo  CooalM 
SamoEl  Nclaon 

WillumW>lliuuhA.K.  SamuiHaicMU 
lameilUad 
.  BatwbuBuea 
5  William  GamneU 
7  Jtam  Bimabjr,  a.m. 
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TaUtifJlt 


Mi^btnhmi' 


Bridge  water,  Mm. 
KandDliA.  MiM. 
CiTver,  Mui. 
ManhfiFid,  Maw. 
ftd  Smton,  Mm. 
sd  Tivcilun 
Uirthpcc,  Mail. 

Sttkonk.  (F<inn«rl7  ? 
Rr^oboih,  Mm.  { 
Griftpn,  MaM. 
Taunton,  Mai*. 
Soinmet,  Man. 

•dPMvidencc 


Kingiuin,  Mmi. 
Har»v<T.  Mm. 
Warwicl  &  CoMWry 
HoId«n,  Mau. 
|Mri>«rion 
PlrnWHid),  Mail. 
Nonhbrtdge,  Maw. 
Piwinwt 

FMibroke,  Man. 
W"talei.  Um. 
New-Bcdrmd,  Man. 
Cliiuchn  38 


CumbeitaiMl 
Cowntry 

Eut-Grcenwith 

Nonb-Kinjtnoii 
W«<wick 
RichaioDd 
BufrillviDe 

JUhobiA  M».  I 
Nortli  cbnrch   f 
GloDCmr 
SwMKca,  Matt. 


SiepbcB  Gano,  A.  M.    JoIiq  Pitna^  4.  M> 

■u|i|tlie>   >i   Scckonk,  An  Mener,  D.  U. 

I  I..  D.   Pictident  of  Brown    Umvcfiitf. 

NkMat  BraKk.  HtriM  Mariua,   Su- 

dent  ia  ibe  UniTeitit)'. 
Shubsfl  Lovel,  uipply 
Joci  Bni»><  A.H- 

-  ComiBiniiA.u.nippljr 
ijj  Coaant      ' 

WilliiDi  RwchcldCT 

-  Buchcldertjob  Bordot 

John  B  GibMR 

Aoim  Smili,  LuiIkx  Go<Un« 


Ebeneaer  Biif{g* 

Jor^A  Cortiell,  UttV  tcbww. 

ed  to  New-York,   £/7aif.fn%,   Stn 

dent  in  ihe  Univcniiy,  wpp'r 
David  Benedict,   a  -      ■• 

George  H.  fhigi 
Samuel  Glovtr,  a. 
lohn  Butler 
Darid  Curtii,  A.  M, 
TioiMS  MariiaU 
Jscon  Li*cmHiie 


Miniiien  4a  Towl 

Strpbcn  nano,  hhittater. 
David  Benedict,  Otih. 
Geo.  H.  Hootb,  Aiau.  CfL 

YeAltLT    MltTINC 

h  (if  Antitnt  0'i*r«f  IM  Six  PrmdpUi  ^ 
lie  Oxtriv  vJCkiiti.     Heb.  vi.  i,  r 
Hr>d  K  Waiwicfc,  SciX.  lo,  1813. 
Eiiiha  Sprapie 
PrrteTYed  Ptiuee 
Richard  Kpight 

m  ManrhcMer 
Thomn  Mancheiter 
J  aba  Cardncj- 
Samnel  Little  Geld 
Traeidi  lamei 
NoahMilUid 
Jobu  Williamt,  Join  Wotait 
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Cbirdttt,  •t^' 


MioiiKn  II  TonI 

Thomu  MiH boicr,  UodtrMtr. 
Rktnrd  Knithi,  Oeri. 
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OH.     177*. 

Seimonby 


&ybiook 

Exeter,  R.  I. 

Wiit-GrniiwkhtR.I. 

Ill  ColcbciKT 

RkbmoDd,  R.  I. 

•d  Colcbeiter 

Hamptoo 

Uootville 

Qiitliini  &  KaddiBi 

Wiitilbrd 

Eur-Hiddun 

Fbuifi«ld 

Souib-KiegWDn,  R,  I. 

SionJBgion  -borouch 

Hevi-£(indan 

Manibld 
«d  Si)' brook 
3d  Colchrltcr 


LfOM 

Nortb-KingMon,  R.  I. 
Ed».Greenwkk  R.  1. 
Ill  Rehoborb,  Mm. 
tu  Weiittly 
>d  Weiierlj 
tul  Wwtrtly 
Prdion  It  CtoKTbaijr 
«d  Rchoboih 

ad  Lyme 


joieph  Cotnel. 
Pelcf;  Randal 

Simoo  Blown.  Jeded.  Roidal,  AiIwt  Miner 
John  GuM>  Wifthimin 
Elipbdei  Letter,  Vmam  Witux 
Genbom  P^mer 


Reuhtn  Palmer 

Solomon  Wbrat 

Zadock  Darrow,  Fnaou  Danaw 

SriBFDn  Dlckentoo 

Nathaniel  Cote 

EiMcb  Smdmao 

Elihu  Chreibrough 

Saimiel  Wnt 

Nebemiah  Dodge 

Jonaihan  Goodwin 

Oliver  Wilioo,  JotiD  WattAmxt 

MioilMrt  tta  Total 

Samwl  WeU,  Maderaler. 
Kebetniab  Dodge,  OrrA. 
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itS)  William  Norihiw 
SteplKD  Allen 
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Shnoa  and  Comwill 
Anout  Town,  N.  Y. 

BtrHii 

KonlMwTaMi,N.Y. 
Wciben&eld 
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Anbel  Hone 
Smiael  Miller 


John  Sbcinm 
Elithi  Cuthmin 
George  Fbtppciit  a 
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Scoii£f1mn,N.J. 
King  Stnet,  Cod. 
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itt  New-York 

MouniBeihd.K.J. 
Lvoci'i  Firtni,  K'  J< 
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leBeiMttVah|cM.J. 
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Hudioo 
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Winrick 
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Newbiuf 
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Bedford 

Brookfield 
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PleWDtVlllcr 

kfiddleimni 
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Mnbletown 
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tdFiAkUl 
Ctmiel 
WilioD.  Cos. 
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Mt  Fithkill 
iti  Dnbuiy,  Con. 
td  Duibniy,  Con. 
Honb-Salem 
I^URiofi  &  Soctheat 


folmDo^ 

£beneiNf<frii 


HemrBill 
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Hovcy  Jenkt,  a.  ft. 
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Jiceb  F.  Rtadolph,  Mtdtru 
RmwcII  Gn*e«,  CM- 

WASWICK  AltOCIATION.     17 

Held  M  Bedford,  Jane  s,  iSig.    Serawa  Iqr 


"3 


16 


[Jniow  Aiiociat: 
Held  M  Dwibwr,  Sepi, 
inockl 


idirop,UM£ 
lia,  Cfrrt. 


hFenk. 


EbcMzer  Cole 

Levi  Dikeman 

Stmeoo  Bintit 

Henrf  Hoii 

bin  Sniidivuii 
iniel  Bulkly 

J«bFon 
Enoch  Fcrrii 


Enock  Fmii,  IMrmar. 
Job  foH,  ami. 


«7 


t,  Google 


TMAr  ^Jumutmu  tmi  Chmte.' 


kcmcbenillc  &  Bent 
ut  RMHClitfville 
•d  RnuKlaenillp 

Jkm 

Duinttbonb  md  t 
Floidi  j 

X>urhtn 

WilxftNII 
jChlrltttowo 
W«wOMrm,  N.  Y. 
Keimebervilla  lud  t 

Cxikill 


■omkill 
Ml  Fort  Ana 
■*A  Foft  Aan 

«dGa1w»r 
MI  Gieenocld 
•d  Gwnlie14 
SdGfMtibU 


Ibdin' 
KuHuiury 


NiMikinptoii  and  > 
Eilmbargk  { 

Praridrnce 
Pi»l«,  Vt. 

CharebM  as 


tlSKI.A£KTI(,t.> 

.ye.—HdditCam 
SeiRion  by  Orluuki  N 
Epfanin  Cracker 
JiKKi  Miduy,  John  Wum 
Joiiib  B*kcr 

Willgm  S>ewiit,  Ebenncr  VfjA^ 
Leri  Sirecirr 
biehmUi  fl.  Ripl«^ 
Reaben  Mndga 
HeraoD  Hcrvev 
tiradtiiti  hm 
£lijrii  Hmick 

AdraCtiifc 
JoKpb  AnmU 


>CA  AtlOCIATtOV. 


J 


lb 

■a 


SuracI  Rodgcit 

John  Levi* 

AimnBravk 
CWvin  H-  Swain 


1789 
•798 


t7Q«  Joaailiaa  Txmek 

■790  IniC  Bfill 

iTge  ^ziriih  Htnkt 

«798  E.  P.  LingwDTtlir 


Tail 
Mac  Bealt,  tibdtTetar. 
Vi  Sonih,  Cbri. 


I:,  Google 


Uifr 

<r-- 

Omhi. 

ist 

ifiMim. 

.3 

Onn 

JdMlVoR 

-:: 

wScinMn 

». 

MSc«,m 

JMU  miuluad 

i^^\ 

-i 

ChurcbaS  ■ 

' 

MInitien  S                          Total 
EstKx  Assoc  i^Tios.     i8oa. 
Held  •■  Nanl».w««  B>r,  Oct.  si,  tSia.  S«- 
non  by  Duicl  Hwcill. 

^' 

EltZlllCtbtOWQ 

1 

Daniel  HbicbII 

m 

Pirkcr  RcyMldi 

ChiMlKie 

MiaiMmB                          Tool 
PiAcr  Reywldi.  OitI,. 
St.Lawriwci  A»jociATiow.  181a. 
Held  at  Siockholn,  J.n.  lo.  181*.    Sennan 
by  jDDithan  PsiDe. 

IR 

Mirf.id 

1808 

a« 

Hopluninn 

1808 

OtKiierncur 

1811 

Jofuiban  Paine 

Swkhorm 

1811 

-i 

aiircbe«4 

Mmimr  t                            Ton! 

Daniel  Hocall,  CUrk. 

Black  River  Assooiatioiv.    iBa8. 

HcMiiElliibiTBb,  Oct.  *,  le.i.    Sermoii 

by  Ktiika  Margin. 

IVonurk 

1808 

PeT«  Card 

1 

W  Rutliol 

i8oi 

Solomon  JoIumm 

Champion 

ifioj 

rf- 

ihl 

g 

AdtnM 

lis 

A«iM  LanpiMi 

a^ssJe 

53^ 

■d  Rutland 

iRoS 

sr 

Witeriowii 

.8c9 

Aix.ajl,£l»bMiaii» 

*5 

■HiltMUftk 

.8<,7 

_3» 

Gh««be.» 

M.ninE.7i«ik<,Qf.i. 
OrtEco  AtmciATioH.    1795. 

4** 

HelduBnokGeld,  Sept.  4,  1811.    Semoa 

br  AM>.l^<r. 

1794 

7* 

td  Baflir.Ktoa 

'7<M 

.Vk  Abbot 

?* 

N.  B«tlingto» 

'7M 

S..rf«.>T.,l« 

Us 
91 

'79' 

lit  Batteinuii 

'793 

71 

tdBntcraim 

sB" 

liilSfieM 

>79» 

Hefamlih  1Mb 
SmemBtMm 

4« 

,:,Goo;;li 


ittEntti 
td  EuKt 
Floyd 
DeerfieM 
Oetnaa  Fkta 
iM  Herkimn 
•dHerkiiner 
I^kchfirld 
NewBcTiin 
•d  Norwich 
IM  Newport 
Ottuo 
•dNewpM 


:^ 


NonliftM 

Scbujler 

Stliimu^r 

Siaft«rfie]d 

Snatfont 

Wliitenowi) 

WcKem 
Richfield 


Htnwkk 
New>LyMn 
Roibury 
FrankliD 
Onlbrd 
'  MiddleEeM 
Harpenfield 
nclhi 


Clmp 


CdnaHolben 
Caleb  Todd 


Milbd 
Meredilh 
HMoontle 
Cbcrango  and  WindiDf 


Miowten  lo.  Tool 

Ebrnucr  Vminc^  Uedtnur. 
Nchcmiih  UmK,  CUrk. 

ANKLiH  Association.    iBii. 
[lelditNew-LitbnR,JuDei7,  tSiB.  Sennen 


Samuel  Wakefield 
Richard  Wotiey 
£dmuiMl  Rkbniond 


■cri  Holcomb 

Miniiten  10 

Warner  Uke,  h 
Jama  M-Collun,  Ckri. 

Uadison  AifOCiATiON.     1808. 
Heldtt  Homer,  Sept.  8,  1813.    Semoabr 

OmucI  Haicall. 
Naihaniel  Mar*h 
John  Feck,  Jamet  Wheeler,  Jtai  Cnfy 


S 

•963 


Timothy  SheiJRrd 


Diqirizodbv  Google 


TsAie  tf  Jisttiaunit  gnd  CBurcbet.  Ml  3. 

tAm'cJUa,  f"^  Mmituri. 


pey  mnd  MKolinj 

p»y  aod  Fabiiu 
rboTOugh 


rtuxton 
FiuKUm 

;»)iiiare)md 

itta  Pu ■« 


llknion 
dfioyle 


Miircclliu 

HI  OvHl 

Id  Ovid 
VOL.2. 


Hutten  Brarikt 


Rrtiitn  Tkary 
Niihaoirl  L.  Mow 

Rufui  Frcrmil 

Hockiah  EaiDiua 

MiDiiien  jp  Toul 

Job  a  Peck)  MaderaUr. 
EbcDOerWjteky,  Cfer*. 

CaVUGA   AstCCIATIOH.      iBol. 

Hcldu  falnyn,  Sept.  to,   iSis.    Seimoii 

byMiaoiTUmai. 
Da*id  Iflifa 


line]  Cnw 

Daziiel  Brown 

TfioiRai  TtMile 

Dmiel  FilmcT 

AaMm  Shi 

Kchemiili  Lamb 

Samuel  MeMen|ter 
Tbomai  Gorton 
Bcrnjamin  WhippU 
Djoie!  Ironi 
John  icaVriu 
EIJH  Harman 
JohaGoff 


MborTbomM 
«5 


bv  Google 


S14  TaBIe  e/Aisociathns  and  Ciurcbeti 

Ouniei.  9~»-  Miatun. 


PbclM 

Reiding 
Semprooiiu 
Scipu^  oniled 

ui  WillUintod 
•d  Williinuea 
Hutdon 

Ch(mIici4B 


IM  Attica 

Sheldeo 

Hwiburf 

Willink 

Fonlrat 

•dWaruw 

Cli>iitj>u]iie 

8d  Pom'fcl 

Jd  Wanaw 

CbnrcbeiK 


HollovcU 

Cnmbe 

Tfaurlow  and  Sidney 

Hirkham 


Elluiuk  Cunitock 

[etetniab  [rou 

JoxphCiM 

Jcbiel  Winer,  Williim  R 

Roben  Nilet 
David  RaihbuD 
Ab  Turner 
Cphniin  Sanfard 


Miniitert  a6  Total 

Minor  Thomat,  Uatitraw- 
SolomOD  Goodale,  C^ri. 


1811.— Held  alSbfldcn,  Oct.  tt,  181s. 


tlpper-Ganada. 


Thurlow  AssociATroN.    1804. 
Hsid  at  MukhiR,  IT.  C.   Oct.  7,    180S. 
Joaepb  Wmn 
Renben  Crand«l1,  luue  Cammiuft 

Elijah  BcDiter 

\tt  Turner 

No  lue  NLaDieiof  ihti  Anodailon  have  bee 
leceimd.  AceordiitK  10  Elder  Tiunet'ix 
count,  in  18 1 1 ,  it  iiood  ai  followt : 

Mialiien  3  Toul 


NetO'Jersey, 


Cakmtf 
C«p*Uar 

IR  Hntiewell 

ICcluHown 

Sarcm 


iHdd  at  Movu-Hollrr,  Sepwmber  ai.  1819- 
ScrniOD  b;  Piur  Wilioii. 
Houy  Snulley,  a.  m, 
Jiukin  David 
,   _   lohn  Bargi 
1745 '  Peter  Wilrtn,  a.m. 
■755  JoKpb   Shenpud,   a.  u.    Jakn   P.   Ci 

Damil  Skeppa'd 
1764, Ikhc  Culilc,  Bofamia  Hti^tf 


b,Google 


Tahle  of  Associationt  arid  Cburehtt. 


thinke: 

Uinihiwkim 
Jdcob'i  Tovm 
Amwcll 
Biirliagioa 

'MouDi-Hollv 
•<l  Hopewell 

TrcDion  Sc  Limbatoa 

Tan  Eiiubcth 
Dividirur  Cteek 
WatCreek 
Tucluhoe 


1.owet  Dublla 

Middleiown 
GrfM  Valley 
Bfindyvno: 
M'Hi'Kooieiy 
IK  PbiladclvhU 

Souiliampion 


Mirciu  Hook 
£>xbury 


Bloektej 
Friukfoid 


Hephiibih 
liower  Providence 
'Simom  Street,  PbiU-  J 
dcl,>kU  ] 

-Chutcbei  9 1 


i6  Ttwl 

Penmylvama, 

{Philadelphia  Association.  1707. 
'Held  *i  Pbiiidelphia,  Oct.  5,  1813.  Scr- 
I  mon  bf  JoMph  Malbiu. 

I9  Samuel  Jonri,  D.D  A1«*ndet  Dconuoa, 
David  Baiemao,  Jakn  Betntr 

18  n«njiniin  Beimel 

|>   David  Jonel.  A.M. 

ij  Charlc)  Moore 

9  Sitai  Houeh 

*  Henry  Hoicom be,  d.d.  Wm,  Rc^en^B.D. 


i74^.Th*ii]u  B.  MoDiaaye 


raCWa 


Wm.  While,  a.m.  J.  Henoa,  R.Pioadfaot, 

haiai  Sirailm,  Gea,  Paltenea,  J.  dark 
DiDiel  J,  Swiancy 

Divid  Jonct 
HeniioG  Jo»ei,A.M. 

iobn  P.  Peckwoiib,  Jaku  Ome 


m  Sloutthton,  \ 
M  PxterioD,  J, 


euDNC  A: 
Held  at  Elnyi 


>.  Hoiiiu  BilltDgl, 

■1  Temiitu 
•  f  Twal 

Sitai  Hougb,  fifaderatar, 
H.G.JoiH»,Cfrf-(. 

1796. 
Sermon  by 


■8<« 


lynijUci.  T 
Tmidh  Smiley. 
I  RtMwell  Gaff 

•  It  wu  luppmed  ihi*  iwm  wii  ■■  PenwylTww,  or  dK  rfK  Amom^od  h-mUI 
Jkave  becD  fut  nodcr  IM  faud  of  Ncw-Ywk. 


S19  Ti^le  ifAsJOciaiknt  and  Churchtt* 

CkuTcSa. 


Owcgo,  N.  Y. 
Biib,  N.  Y. 
Etmyn,  N.  Y. 
Owe™  Creek,  N.  Y. 
WbiK  DccT 
BuiJincion 
Spencer,  N.Y. 

AlbK 

Htctcir,  N.  Y. 
StniihBeM 

Chutcbtt  It 


1   Anioj  Eglnioiic,  Timai  Strater 

f  taper  Taylor 
homai  Smili^y 
,   Eliiha  Rich 
J   PhiochH  .SpauliLng 
J   Stineon  Powcrt 


Mininen  q  Toiri 

Rdwell  Goff.  Mcdentter. 
Tbomu  Smiley,  Ciirk. 


Mount  Plrauot 
AKngtoo 

Charchu  3 


Unioniown 
Whkely  Crrcl; 
Gco'ffU  Creek 
Tnikey  Foot 
Fork!  of  Cheat,  Vl. 
Petci's  Creek 
L.  Redstone 
Indian  Creek 
HeadofWhitelT 
Mononcaliela  Mouth  ? 

orMipl^Cmk       S 
Fotkj  of  Youjh 
Vie  Rednonc 
ConDe11»ille 
Ten  Mile 
Hoitc-shoc  batiom 
Mononnbelj  Gladci 
S^ndf  Creek 
Plumb  Run 
Mcirii'i  Town 
KirR'l  Creek 
Gcorge'iHill) 
DuntuTcl  Cicek 
RifcBeiver 
Bculah 

CroM  Ceek,  Va. 
Head  of  Shad  Creek 
Pigenn  Creek 
Shon  Creek,  V*. 
Baici'  Fofk  of  Ten-milt 
Trench  Cretk 
Glade  Run 
york.  of  WiU'i   j 

Creek,  Ohio      ] 
pax  RuQ,  Ohio 
^Smichei  3; 


Held  ai  Palmfra,  Augiut  88, 1811. 
Willisra  Purdy 
?  Elijah  Peck 
John  Miller,  Samuel  Siuidavani 


:d  Stome  AssociATion.    1776. 

Hetd  at  lodUn  Creek.  Sept.   t,  1809.    Scr. 

iHon  hy  Mithia*  Luce. 

Benjamin  Stone 
)  NaUuniet  Skinner 
I   David  Phillip* 


Iame.F.ey 
,  James  Esiep 
}  Mithiai  Luce 

Cluilei  B.  Smi'h 


William  BrowD(iel4 
Dane)  Lovei 


7  li.K.\tavKa*T.lyA'ia,W.WiUiam,J.3nt 
t  John  Pritbard 
Enoch  Martin 


*  ftwcei  «  «A<  5Mft  !/'0*«. 


Delawart, 


«» 


BTynvoQ 
WiJuiinKloi) 
London  Tract 

Cliurcbei6 


Harrard 
inBaklmarc 
Ffdciickiown 
T»ncy  Town 
Tuikaroca  Valley,  Pa. 
OldSrncu 
Muniingdon,  Pa. 
Hinimand'i  Bmnch 
Sideling  Hill,  Pa. 
Ptciuni  Villey 
IK  Waihinnion  ciiy 
Conolloway.  Pa. 
Can  powder 

Upper  Seneci 
•d  Biltimore 
Pctipco 

§1  Wubinftton  citf 
Cfaurcfacf  t8 


Matiponi 
Indian  Town 
Head  of  the  Sixuid 
Lilite  Creek 
Broad  Cieck 
Beibet 

Fowliojf  Creek 
Fiihins  Creek 
Jonei'*  Milll 
ftiFren  Greek 
Strain  Hnmired 

ChurBbc)  14 


Delaware  AitociATioy. 
HcldaiWelth-Tract,]i}nt6,i8i«.   Senoon 


Djniel  D.idge 
Jethro  JnliiiMlD 

MiaiitcTf  i  Tout 

Ctdeixi  Frrroll.  Uoderatvr. 
JoKfh  Witt,  CitrJt. 

Marylatid. 

Baltimorb  AsaociATios.     iT^t, 

Held  at  Sitci'f  meetine-hmiK,  lul;  %i,  l8ia 

Sennon  by  Joha  Welclu 

Lewil  Ricbardt 
John  Welch 


Williim  Wllnn 
Thiinm  Kuuyao 
Gabriel  Nou'ie 
Obadi:ih  B.  Browtt 
John  Cook 
Bcnjfimm  Greca 
Geurge  Grice 


Miidiwra  It  Total 

iota  Heikr,  MaJtrtUor, 
Jobn  Welch,  Clci*. 

LiJBUity  Association.    178). 
Held  II  Broad  Creek.  Oct.  vt,  1811.    Scf 

mon  by  Danid  Hancock. 
Kobeii  LcmmoB 


RiephensWaolford, 
Job  Maguiiei  jr.  CUrk, 


15 


TatU  of  Astoeiatimt  MHd  Clmrtiei* 

Virginia, 


Kdotktoa 
Mill  Cittk 
Rinad  Ron 
Chaptwemiic 
W>tA  Lick 
Brcni  Town 
Tbumb  Rua 
BickLick 
BockMnib 
Hcdcmui'i  Riter 
Occciiuaa 
N*rtb-RiT«r 

Wxfpt  Ctcck  ' 
Frying  Pan 
CtookedRua 
Cook  Cnek 
Unit  Rivtr 
I^^ng  Branck 
HmiwocmI 
NonhFoik 

Lcctbarg 
Pwmon  Crtck 
Bcihtl 
Sooth  River 
timpmay 
Timbtc  Ridge 
Upper  Goow  Crtefc 


Rock  Hili 


Bohkbcm 

Cbotcbu  36 


Chid^boBiiar 


CKTOH    ASSOCIAVtOM.      I7C6. 

It  Thamb  Rniii  F«dqmet  Couniy. 


John  Munroe,  Fewr  Sbenr 


WiUtun  Gi)»«e 


;gi 


Jonaihia  HutchimiM 
JobaSowcil 


Miniiien  IB  Total 

John  Manroe,  MadtraUr, 
ThomuBack,  Cfrri. 

No  laK  Minutet  of  ibe  remainitig  Anodi- 

u>i  in  tkii  Stale  bavc  been  received.    The 

fellotring  iiaicmenu  are  ukm  from  Scmplc'i 

Hiiiory,  which  repreicnU  the  churcha  at  ibef 

■tood  in  1809. 

c  unial  infonnition  reipectitia  the  i 
uion,  ibc  prcachert  of  tbc  Awodi 
>ni,  Modtraton  and  Clerki,  muu  n 
nril;  be  ditpemed  wiib. 

DovcR  AisociATlVK*     1788- 

R.Ford 
R  Ford 
B  BowIm 
B.  Rejrooldt 
J.CotuiBcy 


t,  Google 


Tatlf  if  Assma^sas  aad  Cbmrehtt* 


Clurta  Ciry 
Blade  Cri*k 

1776 

1777 

lunciCity 
WiUiimibuig 

'7731 

'79' 

G-afwn 

1777       Gwle 
■79'    k.Hi« 
'778    -  Self 

£t- 

Tuckth- 

V.  College 

1775 

L.  College 

179" 

J.  Miir 

Upper  K^MdOoem 

'774 

T.Noel 

1790 

R.  B.  Sfmph 

Eiol 

1775 

I    Uwil 

LowcfKiDgindQucea 

'.&' 

W.Todd 

roconat 

J.  Haley 

Upp«rl*ex 

177s 

'77' 

Glebe  Landiag 

J.UwU 

Honiu.»ge 
Zoir 

G  loQcciter  or  IhiUwonb 

;k 

AbiDfdOQ 

R.S»tr 

Mnbewi 

il 

W.  i^icbet 

Hmava 

J.  Dini 

No»>Dr 

H.  TolM 

rimbam 
Uonuico 

i§ 

S.  Siraaehn  . 
S.  Stnuiha 

Clmrcbe.87 

MiaiMen>4 

Total 

GOSHEM    Al»0CI\TlOH. 

1791. 

Wilkt'. 

1769 

A.  W.llcr 

M.Dc'.RMd 

'm 

H.  PendleloB. 

Cr^g-. 

E.  Abe) 

JWcr  Braack 

\^ 

H.  Goodloe 

MuMiponaz 

A.  Waller 

Wildcineti 

1778 

E.EIr 

GuiDO. 

r, 

A.  Waller 

rredeilclubarg 

A.BmddM 

Zoai 

iSoj 

OmmjUne 

& 

A.  Waller 

Bcihel 

A.  Broaddu 

Bumu'i 

'773 

A  Broaddu* 

Willi«ns*i 

E.  Purringloo 

Licking  HqI« 

1776 

W.Wdler 

Tbonuon't 

1770 

R.niod.b«it 

1791 

J.  Paindexicr 
H.GoMlloe 

Scariii't 

'777 

Lmlt  Ri^er 

'79' 

W.CMk 

M.  Fork  PaDimkT 

'774 

ChiiKbei  19 

Mldiienii 

TquI 

MrUDLB  DltTIIltTT   A919C 

ATOH. 

•783. 

Nortowv 

1769 

ft  'baun 

l»7i 

JiaS"' 

\^ 

S.WoodfiB 
C,  tonee 

Diqirizod  bv  Google  ■ 


ma-  TaUt  ifAiaiKmm  mi  Ctmria. 


Omnit*. 

SS^ 

MiMilltTt. 

Toimttiwk 

<777 

W.riooroDT 

&£S' 

1790 

E.Cl.y 

Siktt 

T.Lifoo 

Chucflhu  S 

Miattitri  i 

Ton! 

Roanoke  AsioCiatiok.    1788. 

esM.bi 

;si 

P.  H..rt 

BU^DC 

C.  Hubbatd 

W.yt. 

1774 

a.  Picket 

■Wyin'i  Creek 

'773 

HuQtioK  C>«k 

1775 

T.  Dnbioa 

Mu»e<!uUd 

i7rQ 

L.  Bjker 

Childor 

'781 

r.  JenkiM 

MillWonc 

i7«7 

J.  }enkin) 

AitouT 

■785 

J.  Aikinion 

M^Cr«k 

•E' 

J.  A.km«n 
C.LoveliM 

Danl^ver 

lSo9 

■Hot 

C.  LovrUce 

laCornir 

1803 

C.  Mubbir 

Mo<B<«  foiA 

.7«5 

R.  Etabbi 

BulTiloe 

1778 

B.Inel 

Seoi-ci 

.(to* 

N.  Lovelace 

Mill  Chureb 

1770 

E.  DMbon 

Upper  Oinainer 

'773 

W.  Blait 

Couni]'  Line 
BiidiCnek 

l:^ 

Union 

.789 

D.  Nowlcn 

1790 

J.Jenkini 

J.  Jenkl?, 
G.   Dickerion 

Wbilelhora 

179' 

Lnwet  ButDittcf 
StiDkiitg  Rivw 

ffi 

Shockoe 

tfos 

D.  Nowlen 

Double  Creek 

|8=J 

ZioD*>  HU1 

ifc, 

T.  Werner 

Stcwin'i  Creek 

W.  BUir 

ChurclKiao 

Mi<u«e«,r^ 

Toul 

Portsmouth  Adoci^ti 

>N.    1790, 

BhXwtttT 

r^; 

R.Riue; 

Loadan  Bridge 
Norfolk 

;a 

Ponimoatli 

1789 

Sh^dfr-iffiU 

178a 
1785 

D.  CaKr 
T.  Ba„.fnB 
T.  Bunting 
J.  Bowe™ 

Wetieni  BrtncE 
Soaih  Quit 
B'atk  Creek 

;| 

1:88 

W.  Brovme 

TuckcrtS^mp 

1B07 

H-  JOIMI 

SeiCock 

i7»r 

W.  Browne 

Itacoon  Sunmp 

:;e 

W  Browne 

Hi|hHilUofNottowi7 

W.Ch«nbleM 

SiH„p 

•773 

'774 

W  Brnwne 

Otter  D»mi 

1791 

B.  Booibe 

RowaniT 

'775 

Dncppfrfi 

Cborcbetao 

Minitten  i* 

Towl 

^ 


..bvGoo^k 


TMt.^JLmkHm  md  Cimim. 


Albenirle 
To  tier 
Priihii  Crctk 


Hrphdl 

Whii«. 


Beibel 

ThomptDn't  G*p 
OooktdRun 
Uount  Poncv 
F.T. 

Gourd  Vme 
Fiery  Run 
Bulk  Run 


RamilaB 
RobinunRi 


JO  River 

Blue  Ron 
drtei*!  Ruq 
Goote  Creek 
Mill  Creek 
Saiiili'i  Creek 
Lai  River 
Lurue'i  Creek 
LfDvii'i  Creek 

Churcba  iS 


liowet  Fallinj 
Ebenexer 
New  Chipel 
S'auntnn  River 
Cuhb  Creek 
A^^l  Camp 
Rorki 
AppomatlDS 
Sulor  Crctk 
Mouiriain  Crtek 
fiucklnehain 
Providfnee 
Wretk  LliiDd 
Untoti 
Slale  River 
Srady  Cieek 

Chutcbe*  ifi 


Sandjr  Creek 
Altii/t  Creek 
Bl'ie  Sione 
Malc'Dc'i  or  Genera 
VOL.  2. 


IIKAILB  AllOCI&TIOH. 

I.w..« 

X.  DawMM 
M.  Da\naa 
U.  DawKMi 
B  Buritber 
'   Youof 

'■  Duncan 
W.  Raikei 
G>  AoderKra 

MIniitera7 

CULFEPVEK  AllOCIATIOM. 


A.  Moffct 


J.  KooDci 

Mioitun  s 

QUATTOX  AlfOCIATId 
J.  WtMbdliKd 

KA.  John! 
Ed.  [ohni 

R.  tiohht 
B.Todd 

P.  Mattbewt 
J.  Siondcrt 
A.WaiklB 
A.  Miller 
R.  Chiitiin 

W.  Flower* 
I..  Abrakan 

J.  Scurrjf 

Miniiter.  13 
^niimberot  Goechurchttif  no.  r->>~— . 
Arcotdinyt  10  Scmple,  ibe  ma  loulcf  ibo  A* 
iMini8c9,wM 


H 

•17 

75 

"4 
41 

«S 

11 

■  1 


Meh 
W.  Rrcbaidi 

R.  D.>b'.>t 
W.  Riebnd* 
\V.  Crraih 

C6 


;IN  AimciATiON. 


=dbv  Google 


TaUe  tfAnodttipju  md  Cbta-cbe^ 


Cbmia. 

Wibon'* 
Meherria 
Reedy  Creek 
Cetbr  Creek 
TuMckJah 
n*t  Rock 
CxBuikt 

iUcdy  Cicek 
f  ousoin'i  Creek 


PanKOKifpc 
Malompkm 
'  Chingoteague 
MuMnjia 
Lower  Nonhunpun 

MuEaponfia 

Clmrdwi  7 


Oitrr 

N.  F.  oFOtur 

SttuiKDn  River 

Bcavct  D«ia 

Suck  Spn» 

Timber  Ridge 

Oifficdli  ' 

Buffaloc 

Rock  Spring 

Mill  Creek 

Gill'i  Creek 

Ctupet 

Betbel 

BiKk  W»tet 

Pig  River 

SnowCieck 

Snow  Cicek&F«  Rim 

Souik'*  River 

Jack'iCicdc 

I,ashtrwaod 

Beaver  Creek 

Boiuw'i  Creek 

ChiucbeiBj 


W.  Crntli 
J.  Sbelbnine 
J.  Sbelbnnw 

W.  EUii 

iShelbiuac 
.Wyno 
P.Wynn 
W.  Crcwh 
W.  Dtaiey 
W,  Gainer 
W.Crejth 

MioittenS  T( 

Accomack  Association,     ifc 

G.  Uffield 

G.  UrSeld 

T.  Waier» 

T.  Watery  J,  Beauoa 

T.  Elliott 

J.  Elliott 

HiiiiKeti5  T« 

Mavo  Asiociatiom.     179S. 
No  MinnCet  of  thi>  AModadoa  Imvc  hn 
ofaujne(!,eiihetbr  Mr.  Sctnple  or  dM  m 
nor  anf  Jeliaite  accoBnt  of  in  namba.    FrsBt 
(he  bcu  infbrrauioa,  it  !i  >  boAf  of  n    ' 


>  too!  of  a 


r  AisociATiow.    tj%. 


|.  Anikoajr 
G.  Ruckcr 
J.  BIwk 
J.  Baioei 

I.  FUOUJT 

A.  Week 


W.  Turner 
Pc<fi|{o 

\V.  Turner 

PediKo 

Pcdigo 

Ash  war  ik 
.  PediKo 
.  Hubbard 
.King 
■King 
.  Aoihony 

MiniMett  14 
The  sum  total  of  thi*  AtiociMion,  Kcoriiflg  _ 

to  Mr.  Senpic,  ww,  in  1S09, 


ZsMr  ff  jtsiMtathu  Mid  Cburdet,  Mft 

Omnia.  ^^^  ifyuOm, 


Bcihcl 

Salem 

GratfCteck 

N.  F.  of  Rauldu 

WewFMk 

Koe  Creek 

Sinkkis  Craek 

Meidov  Creek 


BiK  Level* 
Tazifi  Villey 
Mud  Rivet 

CdeR^^T 
reiec'i  Creek 
lodian  Creek 
Blue  Suae 

Chwclietg 


SimMon'i  CitA 
BucbanaD 
Good  Hope 
Olive  BriKh 
WenVoik 
Salem 

Valler 
Linle  Bethel 
Priicbel^  Citek 


S«iu^C>e 


J.  Folack 
W.  Howaid 
R.Jo«. 
1.  Remfro 

J.  Sanity 
W.  Howard 


Gxti 


& 


<  BaiiK  Attoaii 


Tonl 


J.Lee 

£.Hagbei 

J.Ellnoa 

MitMUtt4 
1k  mm  total  of  ihH  Attocnticn,  ictording 
to  Mr.  SeiDple,  wai,  in  1809, 

VhiON  AllOCtAXtOH.      lt04 

.a  Com 


1.  H.  Gm 

_'.  Weill 

P.  WclU,  S.  Hani) 

P.  Weill 

J.  Hickniaii 

T.  Marlin 

J.Smilli 


Tolil 

I,  iitnandiattlKinunbei 

_   , _  .  cbutcDci  tbef  repttaent  ii 

butiboati6oi  butMr.Sem^auppaacaiben 
■K  at  many  miniKoi  in  thit  State  ai  chnrdiei, 
which  would  make  ihe  nun  toal  083.  _ 

A  itty  MtcniTTe  Tcvtva)  waa  txpeneoccd 
in  loine  Of  the  Virgioi*  AMOciaiiDiu  in  iSi  1, 
Md  onward.  EldctWillbmBntDe,iri  Nov. 
iSifl,  wnie  to  Dr.  Baldwin  m  fallowi  : 
"Twenty-Gve  hDndrcd  have  been  added 
the  Dover  Auociaiioo,  upwardi  of  looo 
~    "  -  ihe  Albemarle, 

,  _nd  a  conuilerable 

the  Appomattox."*    Other  k- 
e  memion  of  large  addiiiofU  to  (be 

1  tbe  lower  paiti  of  ihit  Stale. 

We  mar,  I  think,  nAlj  caltulue  thai  {ooa 
M.  B.  U.  l&t.-Kl.B.fi,»7S- 


^ 


"ajS 


Coo^^lc 


T«Mr  i^Aumiamm  md  Gna-dm, 


nrabon  Imt*  ban  idded  to  ibc  Vugiiia| 
huTcbc*  liDce  1809,  wbicU  woatd  make  ihek  I 
•um  lonl  land  ihni :  AbotIiiiodi  i6,Chiucbes| 
183,  Miniticri  al!3,  Membcii  33, 1^.  | 

There  tre  bendct,  in  lb  Sate,  ■  aumbeil 
of  cbuichei  bclDDginK  to  the  MouDtain,  Hob-j 
100,  (od  Rrditcnc  AtMturioni,  wfaicti  wUli 
be  reckoned  uodei  ibcir  reipcctiTe  bndk        | 

Ncrtb-Carelina. 


KlHUKlS  AlSOClATION.      I77t- 

HeU>tMe»i>-i  Cbipel.  Occobet  g,  iSii- 

Scimon  br  Rlchwd  Dabbh 

CMObO 

'S 

Benjunio  Joyner 

Ouwtoe 

CroMRoidi 

JoMtlua  Cberrjr,  ffnUn  Hymam 

CoMcoQarr 

CoMCd 

Jamei  AabroM 

FilbTirRiTCr 

"757 

FiihisE  Citck 

•.',n 

PhllemOD  Bemeu 

FIw  Swamp 

Luke  Wtfd 

Ccctf  Swunp 

1795 

JvnetEweU 

KehokM 

'754 

L»w«Dce,  M.  H. 
MitWmiukeet 

[oibna  Liwrcnee,  Mntd  Barraar 
lehnBowea 

'783 

Mortttock 

1791 

itnariah  BiRt 

Mcio«'.M.H. 

»793 

Williim  lXM«r,  /fol^  /M 

Old  Caaobo 

Fo^  Spring 

»79a 

Rocky  Smmp 

1799 

Maolluler  Viuoi 

■774 

JcMcRead 

Su^yCreek*^ 

'735 

MoK>  BenoMt 

SuidrCieek 

'774 

Scup^rWMig 

'7«5 

SnuAwick't  Creek 

;ji5 

MJfe 

SappoDf 

Jordan  Shcrrod 

Green  Cinowan 

T™rtei^»  Creek 

WUbm'i  M.  H. 

BamkrAbrim 

CburcbetSO 

Miniten  ti                         Tout 

loKph  aiRg.,  Cfcr*. 

Moui  Beonei^  Auiit.  Obri. 

Nltf»i  AtsociATIOM.    1794. 

HeldatCfauKpiepinChipcl.Oct.  19,  iBn 

BWrt^Citek 

HtdM^*  Creek 

;» 

Jibei  Week* 

New  Port 

Nonb  River 

CoieCteck 

i^ 

GooKCntk 

Job)  M-Cabe,  Wllliim,P.  BUdle 

I^ 


TMftfJmdalkmmdCkuNhii, 


Oirtka. 

SunftOeek 
Tolinoc 
Town  Cittk 
Wiiuind 
Liitlr  ContCDlDf 
Chinquepin 
While  1^ 
Bnr  Creek 
Beater  Dam 
Sindy  Boiiom 
Hiwock'i 
Rtd  Bank) 
Black  Cieelt 
Naughunir 
ricManl  Plain 

ChDrchei  n 


BoicrOam 
Big  Si»oi|> 
IxviUKiioa 
LockuiKod'iFollj 
Seven  Cfccki 
CipeFnr 
BeatManh 
Muddy  Creek 

Nabunao 
Bull.T*il 
Wilmidgioa 
Chmel  Kua 
SouOnraai 
Everiiet  M.  Hook 
A>b4^ile 
Saddle-Tree 

Svcn  Milet 

Tbivdei  Swamp 
Beat  Swamp 
UocUt't  U.  How 


.AUikcr 
Bcrte 
Baikrd'i  Bridge 

Bcifctcbmi 
Cuftdra 

■Covtqjock 


Capi  Fear  A)»ociatiok.    iSo^. 

Held  at  Hafauugo  Meeiinc-Hciiiie,  Oct.  j, 

iBii.    SermoQ  by  Job  Goodman. 


Churcbet  tg 


:s 


JelutKtardt 


NeedMin  WUtSeU 
MioiKcn  t 


Samuel  KmpMM,  MfdenUcr, 
William  P.^iddle,  Ori. 


JobGoadnun 

IcDJanuD  Oatia 
ob  Thigpoi 
Kob  WilliuM 


Fleet  Coofw 
David  GrHithia 


SanMcl  Buk'oo,  CIcri. 

Chowan  Aiiociatioh.    1806, 
Held  at  WiecKW  M.  HMk,  Brnic  Coony, 

Mays,  i8i>-    Sckoo  by  R.  Pojadeucr. 
Hilluy  Monii 
Rkhai^  FoHideiter 


AaraaSpv^iWiOiui  Bom^ 


P 

S 
ss 


H 


i:,  Google 


TMf^AtMoatmt  wid  Citniu* 


Omim. 

CoMlilKr 

Elizabeth 
Mcbeirin 
Middle  Swamp 
OiulaV*  Chapel 
Fowd'i  Point 


Neil'iCftek 
Rockr  Spring 

CroNRudi 
Holtcv  Spii<« 
CoolSpnnx 
PleimuSnniiK 
Bethel 

Mill  Creek 
Middle  Creek 

Fellowihip 

Hivwood  M.  H> 


Libeitv 
Hiptibah 


TiiHMi'i  M.  H. 
Tibb'iCieek 
TuKiitf 
Gn»r  Creek 
Lock'i  M.  H. 
Prkhard'i  M.  H. 
EooeM.H. 
Camp  Cicek 
Cedir  Creek 
NeuH  M.  H. 
B^tloe  Cntck 


Motel  GilUa 
(Wright 


Muiuten  9  Total 

A>roD  Surey,  Madtratar, 
Sichud  pDindcxlcr,  CUrA. 


tjcld  at  UaioD  M.  Hoaic,  Wike  Coantj-, 

Nov.  9,  iSii.    Sermoa  by  J>  LanicncG. 
Niihia  GuUcr 
].  Gutle; 


Robeit  T.  Lbmcl 

{□ho  Fe>uiib]r,Butholoiiii 
..Caudle 


W.  Wall 

Miniiten  to  Total 

Bartholomew  Faller,  Uodcralar. 
Simoa  Stcphewan,  CUrA. 


T^ 


:~oo^^k 


SaiU  ifAatdtlims  arid  Cb»tbtt. 


Upper  Sodih  Ilico 
Countiy  Line 
Lynch^Cieek 
Lick  Fork 
Flit  River 
Lovrer  South  Hico 
Deep  Creek 
Ston?  Cieek 
Uni.7 

Biidg«  M.  H. 

Churcbeiii 


Abbot**  Creek 
Lkk  Creek 
Bear  Creek 
M'Leudon'*  Creek 
New  Hope  Mounoin 
Old  Fork 
Richland  Cieck 
BuSiiloe 

Timber  Ridge 
Fall  Creek 
Sindr  Creek 
Rockr  River 
Rockf  River  f  Amqb) 
Bethlebein 
Fork  of  Little  River 
Mouih  of  Ulnry 
Pee.Dce 
Ccorge'i  Creek 

Churcbc*  iB 


Flat  Rock 
Deep  Creek 
llland  Ford 
Piovjdeoce 
Brier  Creek 
Cub  Creek 
Rmring  River 
Cool  Sprtoc 


IJS3 


CovHTRv  (.1KB  Association. 
Held  at  Lower  S.  Hica  M.  Houae.  M<]r  go, 
181B.    Sennon  bjr  William  Moore; 

Barxillai  Gnvei,  Richard  Manin 
John  Sanden,  Jama  Jma 
George  Robetu,  David  1.4wiaB 

3  William  Brown 


Miniiien  8  Total 

George  Robert),  \bderaUr, 
Narban  WilKamt,  CUri. 

Sakoy  CaeEK  Association;    1756. 

Held  at  Abbot'i  Cieek  M.  HouM,  Brown 

CouMf ,  Oct.  1809. 

7  George  Pope 


}  Dukiel  Gould 
William  Brmtly 

Mi  nil!  en  a 

The  churcbc*  in  ihii  AMOcittian  make  n 

laofrheir  numberi.    Tboc,  which  ar 

OWD,  I  iiccrtaioeil  while  among  iheni  ii 

the  SpHog  of  1810.    Of  tcven  churthcl  ni 

corieet  accoanu  could  be  obiained.    Tbcy 

will  probably  average  6j  etch,  nakinft 

Total 
George  P<ise,  McderMar. 
Willnm  Branlly,  aerk, 

Yadkin  Associatiom.    1790. 
WilliamCook,  WiHiam  Biiirin 
7  loacph  Murphy 
kicbard  Cuni>V 
John  Mrglanre 
*■ mMulin 


t,  Google 


TaNt  ^AstocMtm  and  Cbarthti* 


Oamktt. 

EitonH  M.  H. 

Brar  Creek 

Fork 

IcMcr  Sfttlement 

GrauvNob 

New-Hope 

Liiile  Rmr 

Charcbee  16 


Xiitle  \vj 
LocDii  Old  TicHi 
New-Found 
Caney  RLver 
Frenck  Bioid 
Cane  Cfeck 
MndCrerk 
Bethel 
B3«  Creek 
Jdouunio  Pifie 

Chuitbei  li 


1791   Bnnoler  Cooker 
1793  Bcajimiit  BuckncT,  J»km  /Wi 
175B 
**     JcAnAn«ell 

WMILamDodion 

MioiMen  it 
Thii  w»  the  iiatc  of  thii  Anociuiaa  n 
lio.  li  doc*  not  print  m  Minii««,_i«ffr  ik 
the  cbarcbei  ^vc  iny  account  of  (he!r  num 
bet.  They  will  probably  avenge  50  men 
bc>*  nch,  making  a  loal  of 

MOUMTAIN    AsiOCIATION.      1799- 

liaeof  ittcDnniriicntchurcbei  were  d'nmU*- 
cd  lfiD0i  the  Yadkin.  They  do  not  piint 
ibcir  Minute*,  and  for  totnc  reoon  have  de- 
clined givinK  any  kcohm  of  their  affaiti. 
We  thall  otimate  ihcm  at  ■■  Chutcba,  S  . 
MlniKcn,  aiMl  Mcmbeta 


Fken 


:h  Broad  Asxociatiok.  1807. 
eU  M  French  Broad  Meetintt^Howe,  Bun- 
combe Couniy,  Aug.  ■■,  181S.    Se 
by  ThoDU*  Sneboo. 
Mote*  Freemaa 

Sne1»n 

Stephen  Morgan 

Bcojainin  Kin^.  Sion  B!ylb,  Jtri.  Tt 
Humphrey  Poiey 
'  •epb  Byer. 
:rmeDier  Morgm 

Williaia  Kimtey 


Soatb-CaroUna* 


Cha 


<  Ask 


'75'- 


Charlenon 
Wekh  Neck 

HiehHilUorSaniee 

ChenwHilt 

Bcsuiy  Spot 

U.  F.  Lynch'*  Creek 

MD«iDt  Piieah 

L.  F.  Lynch'.  Creek 

R«key  River,  N.C. 

Deep  Creek 


Held  at  the  Hieh  Hill*  of  Santee,  Oct,  31, 
iSia.     ScrmoabyJoKpbB.CMik. 
II  Sichatd  Furmaa,  d.  d< 
B  Daniel  White 
B  Benjamin  MoK-fey 
a  JohnM   Robem,  a.m.  Dam Collint 
e  loba  EllM.  Jaaie*  M'Kclhr 
e  William  Bcnnct 

'*  JoiephB.Cook,  A.  U. 


Tahle  ifAtso^takm  and  Cbta-eh».  ^9 ' 

OtHrtka.  =•"!*■  Miniitm. 


Little  Pedee 
Gcori^rawD 
Gapw*r 
Linc'i  Ctwk 

Three' Crceki 
WMStnuaw 
Watetce  Creek 
Mudifr  Creek 

Terrel'i  B»y 

Beul^ 

Mile  Cmk 

Anielii  Townihip 

Lrncb'i  Citck 

ColuAtui 

CamdcD 

Oilvanr 

Piedmont 

Bcihd 

Gooie  Creek 

Uount  Olivet 

ChiuckuAJ 


Ram^Cretk 

Aniioch 

Providence 

Little  Sieveii^Cnck 

CimbridiiC 

B!g  Stcvcu'  Creek 

Clout*  Creek 

Silem 

Good-Hope 
Dry  Cteek 
C«ll*him'>  Mill 
PlunL-  Branch 
Mountiin  Creek 
John'*  Creek 
Saidji 
RedBiak 
Mill  Creek 
BuStloc 
L<M*eU 

WIlJow  Swamp 
Cedar  Creek 
Oean  Swaisp 

SbterSpnap 
Beifaany 

CbeCtHiU 
Gilital 

MwuuMoriah 
Flat  Rock 
TOL.  3. 


^ 


Zimaai  Bunford 
Henry  W.  Hodga 
Jeue  Lewellin 
Stc^dien  Nixon 
Jama  Coleman 

RtIl*Jmei,^M&<t 

Williim  Palmei 

George  S«ni 

Aaroa  Wwxon 

JameiThigiicn,  WSUam  f'aulixr 

S.  Timraoiw 

Jokn  GavU 

W.  Brazinftii'i 

Bradley  Rhime 

J.  Kaighieo 

Wiihingion  Belcbcr,  Jamel  Deaxm 

Maitbew  M'Culteii 


lErtELD  ASCOCIATION.      iSoS, 

Held  at  CalUliui'i  Mill  Ml  Honte,  Sept.  lo, 

i8i>.    Seimog  by  WUli)  Whaiter. 
J.  I^Bdnun,  S.  Manh 

JamatUad 

Roben  Manh,  Daaiei  WUlimt,  Al^.  Traoii 

Willi*  Whiticr 

Tboroa*  Dcloach 
Hear;  King 

Cheilejr  Divii 


■  Williai 


^pbKini 
Jobn  Bolget 
June*  Woodwvd 


fnnciiWafkv 
6-7 


b,  Google 


TaHe  ^  Atioda^imt  and  Chardet. 


Mount  HmA 
Bcihany  «t  (he  Re-  1 

Hollow  Cr«ck 

CliuKliei37 


ftirfcreil 
I^ei'i  Creek 
Picolatc 
Upper  Duncaa  I 
Lower    dkto 
Belhel 
Sindf  River 
Buih  Rivet 

RockCieek 

ClUwbB 

SantCnek 

MtllCnek 

Bethabtn 

Red  Baok 


Hoplwcl 
Biuhy  Ci 


BiuV  Creek 
Bethfehem 
Li  (lie  Rivet 
FU]«le1(A!a 
Dutban'i  Cteek 
Lower  Sandjr  Ritrer 
New  Hope 
Held  Ccdir  Sboal 
Hoiljr  S[King 

SitnCt  Creek 

Gilead 

Tinker  Creek 

Unity 

Seckwe)! 

Piedmnu 

Fairfield 

BeiT€t  Dim 

NewBeiliel 

Hebron 

CbtucbusG 


MioiKcn  ig  Total 

Siinue)  Canledce,  MnJeraur. 
Robetl  Manb,  Cltri. 


Tbo*.  Gracr,  Thomat  Ray,  Hotel  Hdconbe 


Henry  R.  RoUad 
Chirk*  Ciowe 


Sunuel  M'Cmry 
David  Golightty 


Daniel  Snliioa 
Spencer  Bobo 


Hagh  Moore 
EliuMi(chel 


John  M-Oeay,  CUrk. 
AssociATiOK.     1803. 
HeldaiHopewelt,  AuK.iR,i8o9j    SentM 
byJamciHenibree. 


Diqirizodbv  Google 


TabU  of  AssQciatiotu  and  Cburchtt, 

Ciureia.  J»  Maiiters. 


TorkSboti 
Middle  Fuik  Salu<b 
Sbockkjr  Fcrqr 

Beihoet 
Wooljnoy 
Oou-Road 
Cathid  Cfttk 
Neal'i  Cieek 
Salem 
Honwell 
WiWt  Creek 
Double  Sptiog* 
Ifepzibih 


Liiile  River 

Green  Pond 

Chuf  cbei  13 


Green's  Creek 

Boil  ins  SprinK 

S»ndy  Run.  N.  C. 

Bullae,  N.C. 

Green  River,  N.  C. 

Cedar  Sprintt 

MotiDttia  Creek,  N.  C. 

Bitr*  Creek,  U.  C. 

Sate  Line 

Buck  Creek 

Long  Creek 

Silver  Creek,  N.C. 

HeMlorTrger 

Head  erf  Eooree 

Beibel 

Ncw-Salem 

N.C«tiwbaRiver,N.C. 

ProvidrnKe,  N.  C. 

Elbelhel 

Concord,  N.  C. 

Smynu:,  N.  C. 

S.  Crawta  River 

Eheneter 

Double  Soifw 

Coueber  Creek 

CbiudiH  b6 


JcdCCncc 

S3?'^"" 

ElttHhu  Diri. 

Jx^Hcmbrec 

TumCnnrihet 
WilliunKiDg 

Anlulr  Willianu 

Benjunin  Nonheuu 

Misitien  i>                        Toil) 
Eluikio  Dim,  MoJtnUffr. 
Joel  E.  Grace,  C&r4. 

BnoAD  RivzK  AiiociATiON.    iSoo. 
Held  Oct.  18,1811.  Sermon  by  Wm.  King, 
Cenrie  Brf  vrion 
JonaAan  Black  well  r 

D.  Dohbini,  Jomlhan  FadjcK 


Nathaniel  JacklOB 
P.  Mors; 


Joylp 


A.  Carlton,  Timotij  &U 

lolyfeel 
.. .  King 
J.  Richardi 

Minitieri  17 


W?]ujic» 


bv  Google 


Taftie  ^Mtociatltm  4ft4  Chtur^ifu 


Georgia. 


Sivaniuh 
Nev.'in(;ran 

Savaamh,  iM  colouied, 
Diim,  111  folourcd 
Great  Ogtclice,   col-  > 

Black  Swainp,  S.  C. 
Pipe  Creek,  S.  C. 
Cooiawhatchie,  S.  C, 
Healieg  Springi 

Colirmbia 
Sprirg  Town 

Lown  Black  Crock 

Powcn'  M.  Hotuc 

Euhaw,  S.  C. 

Meant  Hope 

Sunbuiy 

GreMSallCatcber,S.C. 

Treadawa? 

Cowpcn  Branch 

Beaufort,  S.C. 

Little  Salt  CatcbcT.S.e. 

Lower  ditto 

Si.  Helem,  S.  C. 

Chuccbtt  b8 


Kiokee 
Cuhinit  CrMk 
CreniwooH 
Pbilfpt'.  Mill 
Wbailey-i  Mill 
Powelton 
Long  Creek 
Hebron 


s:m 


£bcnr 


Rocky  Spiinir 
U'llliimi' r» 


Creek 


Willi 

Clark'.  Slat-o 
Saidii 
Foil  Creek 
Mount  Ohvts 
SprioRfield,  {hi.) 
Itlind  Creek 
klewfbrd 
Shileh 


IVANNAH      RiVIR     AsSOC  1  AT  I  OH- 

i8oe.— Held  11  Sunbuiy,  Nov.  si,  i8i>. 

Sennon  by  Wm.  B.  Johnion. 
William  B.Johiuon,  I'homii  F.  Willumi 
Jobn  Gnldwire,  TboniM  E^lbill 
Andrew  Martball 
Henry  Cunningham 
George  I).  Sweet 
Hezekiah  A.  Boyd 
Johu  YounuuM 


NiiioUu  Titmat 

liam  B.  Villard,  Gideqn  Higool 


Cbaclei  O.  Screven,  / 


WiUiim  T.  Bmnly,  a.  x. 


II  Fiibing  Cteek,  Oct.  g,  i 
mon  by  Jitik  Mercer. 
mball,  D.W.i 


MartiaU,  J.  N.  Span 


Jonei,  Tkaddtv  Om^ 
Ellinetoo 


'795|WylliJa«k»o« 


t,  Google 


T(t&/lf  ^Auomt'umt  tad  Cburdm, 


CUftia. 

Rlchfend 
CouBiy  Liae 

Sssrd'.  M.  H. 
Seihnl  (Hjncock) 
pouble  Bianchci 

HJiobnth 
Whiit  PlaiM 

Unroq  ( Wjfteo) 
Kcd'i  Creek 

Churcbe«3j 


Sfrdi*(Bu(keCo.) 
Dariaa 
Sweet  WatM 
PouUf  Spring  (Lan-  ? 
.en'.  Co.J  i 

Rocky  Creek 
&eihe1{]etrertonCo.) 
Btc  Sandy  Creek 
Bcdrd'i  Creek 
Baik  Camp 
Buck  Head 
Oboople 
Ncvill>i  Creek 

Lw^Ceek 
Fellowihip 
Little  Bner  Creek 
Bcihanr 

Poplai  Spring  (  Wvll-  > 
mcton  Co.J  J 

Briblehem 
Wood'i  M.  H. 
Providoice 
Uoioo  M.  H. 
Cool  Spring 
Mob  ley')  Pond 
Boufbrd'fM.H. 

Stdan'i  M.  H. 
ull'i  Ci«e|i 
Beulab 
aiverRoa 
Buckeye 
Bruihy  Creek 
Mount  Hoirb 
Litile  Ogeehee 
P«ndleton'»  Creek 

Chuiehei  34 


'% 


Edpnnd  »iK)ikbT| 


fienjamia  ThmpMM,  Dmid  Oni 


Miomm  19  Total 

Abrafaain  hfart^all,  Utdtnitor. 
Jcue  Mmer,  Ocrk. 


Held  at  Nevill'i  Crock  MoeiiDg-Houw,  Bitl- 
IockCourity,Sept.B4,  1811.  Semoo  by 
Cbiilet  Culpepper. 


Jobr.  Stiaibrd 
Iibam  Peacock 
David  Henniiy 
Nofwil  KobciuoQ 


George  Fruklin,  Jaidan  SmilA 


imuen  iS  Total 

Giorge  Fraiiklint  Ittderater, 
Notvell  RobciuoD,  Obri. 


i^ 


Talkie  of  AstxiaHant  and  Cbarcbes, 


Mori  ah 
Liberty 
CoDorou 
Fork  Broad  Rivet 
Leaiherwnod 
Boivei   D.m  (Oak-? 
(horpe  Co.  J  ) 

Grove  Level 
ViD'i  Cre«k 
Mai'i  Mill 
Blick'i  Crtck 
Skull  SboilfMadiMii} 
C*bin  Creek 
Hopewell 
AcadciD]' 
Chandler*! 
Bethc!  (Jackion  Co.) 
Falling  Creek  (Elbert] 
Line  M.  H. 
EaManiDcc 
Beaver  Dam  (ElbcitJ 
Double  Branchei 
Cedar  Cieek 
Dovl'i  deck 
Walnut  Fork 
Salem 
Skull  Shoal  (Gieene) 


Brihaov 
HotlffSur 


Nail'iCieek 
Trail  Creek 
Mill  Siooe 
I.owcr  Nail'i  Ciwk 
Brthlchem 
Beach  Creek 
Cmoked  Creek 
Ctnud'i  Creek 

Uunter'i  Creek 

Cbuicbe*  41 


Aniioeh 

Buck  Creek 

BethiiifU 

County  Lioe,  Randolph 


SakEFTA  AstOCIATIOK.     IffiS. 
Held  It  Foifc  of  BiW  River,  Madttan  Onfb 
Oct.  04,  itiB.    ScRMn  by  Dixiei 


Medcy  While 

lictleum  Meek) 
NacyHecki 

Tohn  Sandidge 


Jacob  B      .    _ 
J  oho  Cleavebad 
SufJunPet 
luiah  Uailt 


:ii  Oalkiway 

MinMien  16 
cr  twelve  bundled  n 


«7 


I 

"7 

I 


Doner  Thornton,  MadtraUr. 
IiliimGou,a(Ti. 


ttiel  Willi! 
f.Lowuy,  }.HMd 


t,  Google 


Table  ofAsucia^tm  said  Cburcbit, 


Crooked  Ctcck,  Putmr 

Falling  Cmk,Ruidolpli 

fnhiiix  Crtek 

Frcemin'i  Cieek 

^l  Shoal* 

Holland  Sprin£ 

InduD  Cicek 

Little  River 

Mount  Mebo 

Moani  Moriih 

Mount  Gilrad 

MnrderCKek 

New-Prondoace 

pMvidcnce 

Ptme'i  McetingJIoiiK 

Fbiliroi 

Roofar  Creek 
Salem 

Suffit  Cieck 
Sindr  Creek 
Sieoe  Creek 
Shoal  Creek 
Tiizah 
Trill  Bnnch 

Walnut  Creek 

ChorthM  39 


Double  Spring 

GUde  Hollow 
Mpckaioa 
Cherokpe 
BuETjJoe  Ridge 
Bern  Creek 
M'Pheneu'i  Bent 
Sulphur  Spring 
Biz  Pigeon 
h&dow> 
Gap  Creek 
Mill  Creek 
Flaft  Branch 
Si.  Claif't  Boctom 
LiokCieek 

Chotcbe*  i8 


JcMC^  Baker,  WUUub  £lli* 


Inac  Soule 

Lcwii  C.  Divii 

David  Moninraen 

Wilie  Shepherd 

Miiajah  Fulgebam 

.lamei  Bnxiu,  Frederjak  Gfowder 

joaaibiTi  Nicholi 

Gieeo  Biircy,  Jaut  lUerur 

Eden  Taylor,  JUeOa  Ittgm 

}ohn  Diagler 
oiiaihan  Andeiwm,  Jot*  IVaUer 


Tbenffail..  Pierce 
Fraocii  Floantof 


Total 
lliam  Wil'lia^  Oeri. 

Tenaeitee. 

HOLETOK  AltOCIATION.      1786. 
Hckl  at  Lick  Creek,  Gteeoe  Camtf,  Augut 

1809.    Sermon  br  Joihua  Kelly. 
Fnncii  Wuutead 

Tbomu  M'CuD 


[olu  BaylJH 

,'ooaihan  Mulker,  JtHOtkait  Bvk 
Caleb  Wi[t 


Jodiua  Kelly 
Ccoifte  Brown 
Aadnte  M'Fariami 


Minliiew  11  Ton! 

JoaathAi  Mulkey,  Modtrstor, 
HillFH*le,Clri. 


Diqirizodbv  Google 


S3S 


TabU  of  Associafiom  atid  Chto^tiat. 


WaIHIKOTOM  AlSOCIATlOK, 

Urihti  ANOclition,  I  hive  Icmw  iwthing 
more,  ihm  that  k  vrai  bnned  from  the  Ho1> 
Drobablr  ip  l8u.  I  ihall  compoie  in 
cfaarcliei  ■!  is,  iti  miniiicrlii  8,  tat  lU  nx*! 
XT  of  neinben^  at 


GtliCrerk 
CauDtf  Line 
Jkaver  Ridge 
Rob  Camp 

■Thompwri'*  Suilemf  nt, 
fLoc"!  Counly,  Va.J 
BockkoiD  VMty 
Sequachec  Valley 
Glida  Sprins 
Hixb**  Cieck 
Pawel'i  Riirer 
LiKle  Flat  Creek 
HkliMy  Cftck 
£.F«t  of  Poplar  Cieek 
Big  SfninB 
Boyd*!  Creek 
Tenncnee  Valley- 
Bethel  SoHlh 
War  Greek 
Tuckalechee 
Suinplin  Creek 
Coat  Creek 
French  Bro«d 
Richkna  Creek 
CuTTibtrland  River,  Ky. 
Buff*k>e  Creek 
Big  Barren 
Slock  Creek 
fork  of  French  Broad  ( 
and  fjobroa 


rBSSBE    AlSOCtAT] 

old  at  the  Fochi  of  Latde  PiKMOi  ^ 
Coumy,  Oct  14,  1809.  Senngo  by 
at'FmWe. 

WilUan  }amt 

Thomai  Hudeburj[h 


BiKffarpeik 

BaitM'l  Creek 
Bear  Creek 
Bin  Creek 
Kcaiberbrd'a  Cre^ 
CarifacjICnck 


Ttv 


iSot. 


IihaiD  Gain,  Harj  Haggari 


Jobs  Hall,  Jobii  Condtey,  TUmat  Broum 
Aartm  Smik 
Thoam  Hill 
Richard  Wood 

Miiuiwrt  18  Tixal 

Kkhaid  Wood,  UeA'aur. 
Fiancii  HaoiliOD,  CCrr*. 

The  Following  Table  tepieacnU  ihe  lUie  c! 
thii  Aoociaiioii,  Sep).  1811.  Thii  iiair 
mcni  WH  forwarded  in  MS.  bv  a  cr>[nau»ec 
appcnnted  for  ibe  purpoie.  Who  preached 
the  tcrmsn  doei  doi  appear. 

Garner  M'Coihco 

Supplied  by  Holloway  Morrii 

Supplied  by  Dani 

ftupplied  by  Eldc 

iohn  Aikerioo 
ana  M'Cileb 


J 


t,  Google 


Tame  of  AitocmtToiu  and  C&tircBei, 


i37 


Cedir  Lick 
rp<in:ib  Creek 
Gntiy  SiKJBit 

Her  Hon 
Had  of  Pjoey 

Leper"!  Fork 
PJney 
Rkhbnd 
Richrartd  Creel 
Rock  Creek 
Tumbull 
While-*  Creek 

VellowCrrck 
gMtFoTkYeUowCfteli 
Gt.y'4  Bend 
Sprinkle]'*!  Creek 

Charcbetas 


glooming  Grove 
Dry  Creek,  Kenrucky, 
Weil  Fork  Red  Riv-  i 
:  er.  Ky.  { 

■MmMyRiw,  Ky. 
ElkCrerf 

MouniP.l_RI»er,Kr. 
Dry  F.  E.  Creek,  Ky. 
Mud^yF.t,River,Kj 
Goiben.  Ky!. 
■    Spring  G.  W.  Fork 
Eddy  Grote,  Ky, 
Salcm.  Ky. 
Cub  Creek 
Drake's  Crfek,  Ky. 
Sinking  Creek,  Ky. 
BiK  Creek 
Sulphur  Fork' 
SpnngCR.  River 
E"<  F.  P.  River.  Ky. 

Tywiftiety 
UnRCrrek,  Ky. 
R-'irTe'i  Sptins 
Ffai  Creek 

Piovidence,  Kr. 
Saline  Crcrk 
Miirricaiie  Creek 
VOL.  2. 


;i3 


More  ^levmton 
lihenner  Rice 
I'bama!  Murrill 

Vo^eiitlne  Fk)»*efi 


Aiidrciii  Cwwben 
John  Diltahuncy 
Supplied  by  El3^  KirV 
MnRickord 
Papifi  Whiw 

ioihu^  Wbtie 
obnTunicr 


Miniiten  ik    -  Ton! 

There  irr,  besidci,  7  unordained  nbiintr 
wboie  raOKt  iic  nui  in'iiilDnril.  , 
Added  thi'j  y<«[,  joMi  member!. 
*  CirifCT  M'ConiiicD,  Medtrttar. 

WMamDciaoa,  Ckrk. 

Red  RitEK  AstociATioK.    1806. 
Held.  >i  M-F>ilHic|'i  Fo'k  of  Portd  RiKn. 

Chiiitian  C>unry.  Kcn'pcky,  Aug.  1812, 

Sefrnon  'by  Reuben  Ron. 
So'br  Ford,  Ephrtim  Pool 
J.  Shiion,  Cafei li'imlen 
Jnii*li  Horn,  Mu  W»li,  Zmm  rarlormii 
Dudley  Williinn 
JeueBrookj 

Lcwii  Moore,  Leonird  P^p,  Wn,  Aii^ll 
Jiiinci  Haynet 
jfarai  CumpicH 


1\.  Jiairii    Jr.,e  rucfl 
Keuhen  Rcu,  I.  Toiwine 
Daniel  Brown 


JohnTrkf^TbomwPl.-iter,  Lewii  W. 

ftmon  Cg«c!,  ?(u«  Matm 

William  Titom 

WiLion  Thoinpwa,  Jjcwi  P.  EdwM4« 

Aiber  SfceltOn,  Henry  Carrard 


t  \  Thrniai  Rnn,  N.  RoM,  <iia  5^i 


TaHe  ^Astodatiom  and  Cburcbst. 


»lu  Lick.  Kjr. 
WhtpponnU 


£ut  F.  Shkm'i  River 
Smith'i  Fork 
Brush  Cieek 
Bethel 

Beihel,  Btinly'i  F. 
Hickmao'i  Cieek 
&>lt  Lick  Creek 
WcH  Scitkn  Cnip 
Eat  Slaiioti  Camp 
Dixion'i  Cicek 

Huiriuot  Creek 
W.  F.  Stonc'i  Rivet 

0*cr*11'>  Creek 
Held  Red  River 
Round  Lick  Greek 
Aninglon'i  Cicck 
Bledioe'i  Creek 
MiiJ  Crrek 
Mouth  Cmey  Fork 
Spring  Creek 

P»]-iot'.  Creek 

Churcfaei  ft  j 


Bcihel  Mglberry 
Beihlebem 
Bnlioa  Fork 
Hopewell 
E.k  River 
Flint  River 

New- Hope 
Girriton  Folk 
ivoat't  Pork 


John  Mallor;,  AhiatoM  C^tlaad 


MioitKn  48  Tottl 

Over  900  added  thtl  jt». 

Rcuheo  Rom,  tloit'attr. 
William  Ainkdl,  Ori. 

Concord  Asjociation.    iSie. 
Held  at  Hopewell,  Sumner  Countr,  Sept,  a6i 

i8ia.     Sermon  by  John  WiKmaa. 
n«M«i  Hruoi,  Davii  Goti»A 
Jotbua  Letter 


John  H-Cane 

C.  Riddle,  BnjawaH  Jaikma 
T.  Durham,  J<^in  Borham 
Georfte  Tilmaii,  P.  Mooney 

D.  Parker 
Jama  Wbiued 


The 


Total 

The  aumbcr  added  ihii  >;«ar  wu  866> 
he  miniilcn  in  thta  Auoctaiion  not  dckg*l> 
ed  K)  it  ihii  acuian,  are,  Je^e  Allen,  Jobi 
Dorri*,  Milca  Wai,  Gu)-  M'Faddcn,  Jamet 
Smndeit,  Jno,  Boilv,  Jno.  Wamer,  Wa. 
Flowen,  Dinlcl  Biiifoid,  and  John  Jonct. 
Licemed,  John  Warren,  Frealf  Lcnei, 
and  Jacob  Archer;  makini;  in  all  ga. 

John  Wiieman,  Uodtratar. 
ame«  Wfciiieii,  Ocrk. 

Elk  River  AtsociATiON.     1808. 


George  Fomct,  A.  Hirgin 

tenmiah  Bowcn 
leuben  Kcllr 
William  Keele 


Diqirizodbv  Google 


Tabu  of  Associatlont  and  Churches* 


Ww  Fo<k 

Bte  Flat  Creek 

Beihcl  on  film 

Meridian  Line 

MouBtaii)  Cicefc 

Barren  Fork 

W.  F.  Noira-i  Creek 


Siewin'i  Cr«ck 
Been'*  Creek 
Liberiy  M.  H. 
M'Callet'i  Creek 
Tucket')  Creek 

New  CooMituiiOM 

Sugar  Creek 
Kelly'i  Creek 
Zion,  Gitci  Co. 
Big  HurricaM 
Forks  Mulberry 

Chuicbnsi 


Tite'i  Creek 
aurCicek 
Smth  Elkboro 
Great  CroMiogt 
TownFwk 
Brjw'i 
Boon'*  Creek 
ForkiofElUMtn 
Indiaa  Creek 
Uoiinl  Moriah 
M'CoiiDer*  Rod 
Mouth  of  Elkboru 
Mouiuiin  bland 
Silat 

North  Elkhoni 
Gtenn'*  Creek 
Dry  Run 
North  Fork 
Clover  Sottom 
iUlliborough 
David's  Fork 
Mount  Pleawu 
Mount  Gilead 


UoioD 


Bethlehem 
N.  Fork  of  Licking 
ChurchciiS 


JohD  Leakey 

Thooiai  ObtoioD 

Peter  Woods,  Andrew  Woods 

JeinBckw 


H.fhlmtm 

Mioisien  i6  Total 

The  Domber  added  this  year  was  lojg. 
David  Adanu,  MtJtreier. 
Gcttfge  Foster,  CterL 

Kentttdtj* 

Elkhokn  Association.    1783. 

Held  at  the  Great  Cramngt,  Scott  Couniy, 

Aug.  181 1.    SennOD  by  Davis  Bigg*. 


John  Shakleferd 
James  Suggctt 
Jacob  Creaih 


ic  MoDsoD,  Divii  Bigg) 


Jereoiiah  VatileiwQ 
Ambrose  Bourne 


:  icitten  8  Total 

Rebeti  JohnKW,  MtJtraltr. 
ChatleiBuckTOVri. 


~2i 


m. 


f*  rf-tef'Hisw^-P^r^fft 


T4te'i  Cicek 

Eaii  HickivM 

Sni>bFo.k 
RiKD  Cnck 
Srooy  Point 
fill  Lick 
Ilk  Urk 
M!l  Creek 

^k  B'idga 
a1  Citf  k 
9A  Towa  Folk 

Cattle  HuiiOQ 
ForfciofKlM 
Ray-iFoik 

'     ChurcVnB 


Bncken 

Stone  Lick 
L«:>*  Creek 
Ohio  LocuH 
KiclilMdCieek 


^kTfali 


Forki  Sail  Lick 

Wilicm't  Run 
Three  Mile 

Muiib  Finning 
\4tV.ng  Lociut 

C«l»rHi)l 
$»ldjn't  Run 

C^tcbc*  17 


Mruth  of  LicUag 
Fork  nf  Licking 
foot  Mile 
Bank  Lirk 
Dry  C-eek 


iVs^ 


LiCEt>fcA(ioctAi;ioN 

.&9. 

"*" "  ^' jX'h:-4"- 

Series  b) 

Anihroic  Dudkr 
I.Price'        '     ' 
WRrfdiog 
JomifcuiBH««K 

Lewii  Cortiin 
Richard  Thomu 

[ohfi  Conner,  Bu(1c|t  Bcnftet 

A.  B»iArid£e 

'  Minitiert  9  Total 

Atnbrote  Dudley,  M»ia»tar. 
Jolui  Price,  Ottk. 


moD  by  Balftwi 
William  P^yne  ' 
Stldwih  CUrtoo 
Jobn  Kihg 


CbarletAi^dertaa 
JosbuaSipgletoq. 


Minitien  9  Tituil 

WHIum  P»M,4Mrrtffr. 
William  Brran,  Cbri. 


Not' 


ASSOCIATION. 

Held  at  Miut  Lick.  Boone  Couniy,  Sepi 
moB  by  Divi.  Piggi,  ■ 
Abnlom  Citvei,  Cikiutrr  Mmiinii 
JohoBeal 
AlcKindei  Monroe 
John  StephetM 
George  Huine 


* 


t,  Google 


T^  ^Mo^yamf.  ^  Ghgrfktb 


WilimnjtiaB 

Pnint  flciUDl 

Ten  Mile 

BruihCieck 

Liugt^ery 

I^rici  DlGoapowder 

BeihcJ 

Ncw-Poit 

ClwrclKt  i6 


Spencqr  Creek 

Lulkuutmd 
Siitt  Lick 
pirovtdfnee 

Bcthci 
Hrd  Ri.cr 
Gdeei  CroEk 
Howaid'a  Upper  Cieek 
Red  Lick 
HopeweU 
Look  Branch 
.  SUte  Uoioa 
Mount  PleaMiil 

Gvben 
Giuar  Lick 

SHDda'i  Sawn 

K^.  F.Ciwk 
CuieCicek. 
Ohio  River 


LocuK' 


Cceek.. 

Rock  SpiinK 

Cbivclwiag 


Fwk 
IhepCicck 

SionvfioiW 
Sdi  River 
Rud  Circk 
Dr.'i  Fork 
ClFl  right** 
SbnrDjRun 


WiUiam  BiediK 
CluiHophet  Wiko» 


Mimtien  la  l^ia) 

Thomu  GrtQnK,  Mtdcralor. 
Abialtfni  Graver,  CUrk. 


iTpo  RobcnBIkin 
79^  Janei  QuuKnbeny 


MoKi  BledMNTi  Fr^cu  Tajkir 


IMK-Cmidlbf 
JeMpliCnig- 


Wa^ie  Jukton 

JimeiRackGr,  Robcft  R.  Hunt 


Rvbrrt  £lk«,  MA/f-roiiF, 
J  amu  French,  CEmi,, 

11ITH  DllTIIICT  AsiOCiATiotr, 
iSoa.^He'd  at  Siofiy  PfuiT,  Mcrrn  Coun- 
nr,  St^.  i8«7,    SmmOD^jr  Jercmtifa  Var- 


bv  Google 


S4t  TabU  o/Astodathru  and  Cburebes. 

Omrtia.  ^^  Mhittert, 

H)D(t.  Fork 
StiKarCieek 
FIcMint  R. 
BuffaloeCntk 
Gilbert^  Creek 
Vmr 

~  Miniwen^  T«m1 

Tciemiah  Bhicac,  McderaUr, 
kanaDlph  Hill,  Otri. 

Tate'i  Ckbek  AttoctATiON.    1798. 
Held  U  Bo^a  Fork,  Vijtae  Couoqr,  Aug. 

"  "     Sennon  bf  Elijah  " 
Andrew  Tribble 

PcteiW^oodi 

ID  Hit  lit,  JgiepA  IMum 
JoMph  Hudioa 


TuACrtrk 
Cedat  Cfcck. 
Houin  Nebo 
Viner  Fork 
Hkfcmwi 
Flat  Lick 
SiflkiegCieek 
HairiciDe  Creek 
Clear  C'cek 
Whwe  Oak 
BogiQ  Fork 
Flat  Woodi 
Otler  Cmk 
Ciliway'iCrMk 
WbitcOikFoiMil 
Bcuih  Creek 
Maaon'aFork 
Head  of  Silm  Creek 
Mount  Tabor 
Double  Spring* 
Kk  Sinking 
GooaeCieck 


Cedar  Creek 
Cox'i  Creek 
Hardin'*  Creek 
SimpMn'i  Citek 
HilfCRek 
LickCr«tk 
WiUen'i  Creek 
fieibet 
Rock  Creek 
RoltinaFofk 
Cedar  Creek 
Sevens*  Vallcr 


Nolin 


Thotnai  Hill 
Squire  Boop 

Heerf  Brooki,  Robert  Frier,  Jaie  m*hirm 
Daniel  JoboMn 

Elijali  Bamca 
'-Tnea  Renififo, 
'illtamBuih  ' 

Joel  Matbew* 

Edwhid  Tumet' 

Minitleii  19  Total 

Feici  Wnodt,  Uedtrawr, 
Stephen  Trigg,  Citri. 


Held  It  Coa'i  Creek,  NeiMn  County,  Oct. 

j,  )8io.    Sermon  by  Joitiiu  MorrM. 
Jothoa  Morria 

MOKI  PIftlOS 


Daniel  Walker 


Warren  CatI?,  Martin  Uttctbuk 


T<i^  of  Assodattais  and  Cburehes*  M4A 


MiDiKan  8 

Waller  SoIIhiLMn 
JoMph  Lorii,  CCcni, 


lUarGnn 

Bfhein'*  Creek 
Chinuveth'i  Rob 
Fox  Run 
Buck  >nd  Elk 
Beech  C>«ek 
Hvrod'*  Cieek 
ll>eiiK  Run 
SaliTllveT 
Beih:l 
Buck  Creek 
Six  Mile 
Eighteen  Mtle 
Obin  Creek 
Rock  Lick 
Burk*!  Branch 
Cane  and  Back  Run 
Liitle  MouM 
Sulphur  Fork 
South  Long  Run 
LickBrtodi 
Eul  Flnyd'i  Fofk 
Fort  WillUm 
Orenoon'i  Creek 
TwitM 

Dreaoon'i  Ridee 

ButTiloe  Lick 

South  Benioa 

Flit  Rock 

lodiiD  Foik 

WliJie-i  Run 

Plumb  Creek 

Linle  Flock 

Floyd-i  Fork 

BeMhRidfEC 

Goihen 


Monat  Tibor 
Sinking  Creek 
MouDi  Fleaunt 
Green  River 
8*g'.  Fork 


Rnthen  Sniib,  WUSam  Stoat 

Mosei  Scoit 

Williim  KcIlar.Tboi.  White,  BcDJt.  Alkn 

JoMph  Collioi 

John  Pcnnf 


HinMa  Holib* 

Allen  M'Guire 

TtiOi.  Vindever,  Eliiih  Summen,  W.  K 

lohn  Scan,  William  Morpa 

Inae  Malin 

Phillip  Webber 

William  Kickoun,  jr.  Daaid  Jakuim 


Abrahun  Cook,  Abnhtm 


MJDMlen  oS  Taai 

Joha  Petmf ,  Uaitrator. 
John  Scott,  Cl^ri. 

CM  River  Asiociation.    iSbo. 
Held  at  Dtippjttg  Spring,  Biiren  Co,  July 

i8ia.    ScroKm  by  JKob  Lock. 
Jacob  Lock,  John  Goalee 


Samuel  CreitfamNe 


"3 


,:,Googlc 


D-m 


D.ijWnB  Sprinji 

PunchtoA  €linp 
lont  Ciixk 

TraiftTn-!'!  Fork 
Middle  Fork 


Nclion'i  Cr«k 
Sandy  Creek 
tr^k  Ctrf k 
Siiiith's  Grove 
Scavtr  Dim 
Ivy 

KloiAlt  ZioD 

Boitiig  Sp<ing 

Churchei  3; 


Iffieidow  Creek 

Brush  C'eek 

Moutii  Gilead 

Gooi  Ho(ic 

I'laiimcl'i  Creek 

«on 

Lin  Camp 

Pilmln's  Creek 
Oner  Crff  k 
Hopewell 
Sana  Lick 
S.  Fork  Noltn 


Gucj'i  Fo* 


R.  Sloirkmn 
Zachariu  Edmcraon 
AdgiuUilCl)|rllM 


Edward  Turner 
.i  turn  Km  Trjn^T 
W,nam  Kuliff 
W»lief  Wirder 

BLBjamiD  Talbon 


John  Taylor 

Miuiiteii  i9  T6uil 

JacDlv  Lock,  UfJentiar. 
Writer  Wi«ler,  CUri. 

RussEL'aGifiEKAssaciATfON.jast 

Held  at  Briuh  Creek,  Ciem  Ccu»(rt  Sept. 

1811.     Sermsn  by  luac  Hodgea. 

John  Chinidoin 
Willim  Maiiheire 
Jaac  Hcdten 
J.Jii,  Chandler 
Tbomai  Skaggi 
H.  G.  WJgKoner 
Joic}.li  Cojfdil),  Jatai  Guti 
David  Kikin,  jemif  Sii^gi 


1804;— Held  ai  Salem,  CarabeHinit  Comil 
[y,  Scpc.  iSi  r .   Sermon  by  Wtlliim  R»y. 
J.  Dttaten 


Diqirizodbv  Google 


tahie  of  Juociatkta  attd<%irtBih 


Cr>tlin>'i  Rivet 

gickniy  Cteck 


SinkinK  Spring 

&:a<1  of  Coliim'*  Rive 
ill  Creek 
CutnhcrlaiM) 
Blackbuin'i  Fork 

Cburcha  14 


John  S.  Langan,  Tiamai  lUy     ■ 

MiniiKitj  Ton) 

liaac  Droton,  MaJitaitr. 
Williim  Wood,  Ckri. 

Emakcipatino  Society.     1805. 
The  Minuinof  ihji  Society  have  nw  been 


nben 


The  mm  total  oF  tbi  Biptun  in  Kentucky,  accorjinfc  to  [Ik  Minurri  re,- 
fcrred  in,  iiandi  ihui  :    AMacialioDl  13,  Churcbei  163,  Mioiited  14B,  and 

It  will  be  obterved,  that  mne  Attociiiioni  are  repreienied  as  they  iiood  a 
number  of  yean  ago.  The  lulbor  could  not  co-ivenienl  ly  viiii  all  iJic  A>- 
tociationi  in  ihii  ettcraivc  Slate,  vAcn  be  paiiod  ihrougb  il  io  the  winier  of 
1809  and  10.  He  obtained  the  laieu  Miiuitei  he  could,  wtote  maoy  Icuen 
fcrolbcit,  which,  br  lome  reuon,  have  not  come  to  band. 

Meun.  Stmael  J.Millt  uid  Jobo  T.  5chctinciban],iwoyauB|tin!Qitien 
of  the  Pedubaptiat  pcmuuion,  uiihsiuninicrof  iSib.  **  comnienccd  a  tour 
through  the  wOteiQ  lod  (oulb-WHCeta  parli  of  the  United  Slarei,  to  1ea;n 
the  tiiUBiion  of  the  people  lakb  rnard  to  rcligitfn,  and  topeifona  miuioaa- 
ry  labour  u  ibey  faid  oppoitnoiiy.  In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mill*,  in  the  Trui- 
leet  of  lb.;  Miiuooarf  Socieijr  of  Cocweclicut,  we  End  smoog  oilici  ataie- 
n^nnotK  reiitcting  iheBjptiiuin  KeniucVy ;  by  which  ii  aj^in,  ibit  in 
tbe  lite  revival!  in  tbb  State,  ihere  have  been  great  addiiiooi  10  the  AMocia- 
liotu  vhoie  late  Minutet  we  hice  nut  reeeiicd.  Thia  iiatemeni  was  made 
in  Detembcr,  iBi«,  doubtlett  from  Minui^i  of  tbe  Astocialioni  for  thai 
year  1  and  prciutnliig  iheK  centlrnim  would  nai  ciaj»erate  the  account  of 
ibc  Bapiiiti,  ure  ihall  ^\vt  the  pieicnt  lum  total  of  the  dcnominaiion  in  Ken- 
ta^ii,  atibey  gave  it,  vii.  Chuiehci  163,  Minitten*  i<|i,  comniuaicaiiU      at66at 

*  Orclained  miniften  on  If  are  probably  cmnted  here. 

+  rhii  itatemem  appetra  id  have  been  made  with  eindouT  aid  cnrttcthen.  It  ii 
found  in  No.  67^  [Mge  970  of  the  Cuniicciicut  Evangelical  Maf!»ine.  In  the 
6Sih  No.  of  the  tasie  work,  a  cnmnieQutor  on  ihli  iialemenr,  tt  if  uffcnded  al  ibe 
(tsht  oFiolii|K  a  body  of  baptized  belicvcn  in^be  Weitern  trgioni,  entleiToura  la 
whittle  ihctn  down  in  it  ''  ' 
Kenti^ky.     Oflheieit 

COmnipnicanta.  The  oteater  pan  of  thcK  pieachen  luilain  that  ciiuaeict  but  pH< 
■ially,  pieacbinff  or  exhorting  ai  circunittameior  a  digpoiiiion  rniy  ilfnrd  nppo'iu- 
lily,  puiiuinu  Vievoikoflhe  minimy,  nni  ai  ihf  hii!ineH,hui)netcly  u  the  bcca- 
■ional  doty  of  liCe.  A  CMl^derablc  part  af  them  do  not  preach  sraicd'y  on  the  Sab- 
bath, and  the  greater  part  do  noc  lutuio  tbe  miniirerial  cbaiacier  on  anv  other  day  of 
the  week.  Ju  uyins  ihii,  I  mean  no  inlimalioti  ConcemiDi;  iheii  moral  or  Chiiiiian 
character,  hul  mereTy  to  ibaw  in  what  tenae  th^y  are  to  be  cunridrrtd  al  leAchcii  of 
reliRion.  Their  chnrchri  have  ■1,660  comnunteanD.  It  ii  wcM  known  to  be  the 
praciiee  of  Ibni  dcaominaiion,  parlicubrly  in  ihc  wetieincimnii)-,  10  tccctrc  10  ibcir' 
communion  the  gieaier  partofihofe,  who  are  cnntidered  ai  bcl'.nj'Tnu  fo  thrir  coo. 
gr^(aiion.  ioclading  many  'jouihi  and  children-  Id  thi*  nunibcr  wr  cannot  iraHHl- 
ably  inc  I  ode  more  than  leven  or  fight  thotiOiid  familiei.  Pmbiib'y  abou' 45,000 
IBOplc."  That  i I,  the  whole  population  ef  ifae  Bapibit  in  Keniucky,  with  all  ll.eit 
CMigresaiiont,  it  bat  about  dooble  ibe  nninbet  of^ibeir  com  mun  lean  ti. It  \»- 

VOL.  2.  m 


In  the  following  manner  :   "The  Bapiiaii  prevail  princiiMlly  iti 
>eii  iaiaid  ihareare  14a  preachtii,  <63  chnrchei,  ag<f  ai,66a 


TM$  ifAtodatimt  and  Cbwrcbeu 

Ohio. 
Omnitt.  ^ 


Zhick  Creek,  fanner- 

\f  Colombu 
IJiileMUmi 
Cirpeniet'i  R«n 
Clear  Creak 
Fuifield 
Elk  Crrck 
Ctorer  Forii 
Nine  Mile 
Plnnnt  Run 
Qouch  Cittk 
Lebmon 
Hopeweil 
Suaoion 
Silen 

Uudd;  Creek 
MiiWcRon 
Be6a 
Mill  Craek 
Beihlebem 
Todd't  Fork 
Uuiaoi  on  Indian  Creek 
Chorebnii 


Mmiibn. 


Miami  Associatiom.    1797. 

Held  at  Duck  Creek.  Himittoo  Counijr,  Sept 

I,  1813.    Scimoa  by  Dukl  Clark. 

Williim  Jooei 
Mosei  Fruee 
CyrutCnne 

1  Lee,  Stephen  Qui 

Milium  RjAb 


Miiuitcn  1 1  Toal 

Jotin  Muoo,  ModrrattT, 
VrtlltaiD  Jon,  Oak. 

Stuaicbt  Crbik  AiiociATiON 
Wm  prakibly  foTOtcA  in  iSlc.  No  infgraw- 
(TO*  from  it  kai  been  received,  only  tint  ii 
hu  opened  *  correipoodencc  vriih  the  Miami 
It  itprolubJy  loiheooribofthaibody--''^ 


SCK 


>8^ 


Meld  «  PlcHant  Run,  Fairfield  County,  Sept 

i8og.     SermoD  by  Samuel  Coffler. 
Abraboni  Putiley 

Samuel  Comer.  Lewii  Siteh  Martin  Cormaa 
JobaW.  LoofberaugEi 

Williai 


Amei 

FteMBritRua 
OldCUlieoihe 
Salt  Creek 
Liberty 

Xaoff  to  the  Kentucky  bceibren  to  vindicaie  ibemielm  horn  tfaia  llandenm 
cbarfic  j  but  tbe  autbm'  cwdol  (brbcai  (Aieiving,  that,  froixhii  pcitenar  koowledfte, 
il  ii  m  the  nuin,  eKreg>«utl>'  ralie.  The  uiioiuEn,  who  are  aid  to  luitain  that  cbh 
uiet  but  partially, do  iadeed  in  many  inaianceifioainccewiy  libouifar  ibcirliveli- 
bood;  bat  it  ii  precumed  they  would  dcm  be  afraid  10  count  kihidb>,  during  ihc 
coune  of  a  year,  with  tbe  clergy  sfCoiuieciicul.,  Tbai  tbe  Bapiiit*  in  Kentucky 
lective  la  their  communioo  the  fjicaicr  pan  of  their  congrcgxiiuni,  children,  youib^ 
&c.  in  the  acine  here  intended,  ii  abaoluiclr  untrue ;  lor  ihcy  bo:d  to  the  momLiaua 
dociriaeorclMecomnuiu<».  Xike  ibeiTVrcibran  in  all  tbe  other  Siaiei,  tbey  ad- 
ui,  whether  old  or  youngi  of  iheii  ovn  or  other  congitfta- 


iioD%  until  the^  have  been  buiicd  io  bapiitai,  aoi 
juiidfacioiy  evuknee  jtwt  thcii  hemi  luve  bxa 


chi^jed  Iq' grace. 


Coo^^lc 


Table  ofJttxiatmt  and  Cburcbiu, 


fieibcl 

Tomeki 


VtlleyofAthor 

ConconI 

Sharon 

New-Liiboa 

BetheuJa 

Vnltj 

Cirmcl 

Hopewell 

Lcbaoon 

Berhel 

Jflfevoo 


Elk-Mom 
Twin  Creek 
DryFofk 
New-Hope 
Wliiiewjter 
Cedat  Grove 
Mount  Beihel 
Providence 
Lavrrencclnirsli 
loriian  Creek 
Wcit  F.  Whiuwaier 
Cluucbetii 


M  M'HeriiT 

Miniujen  7  Total 

Nathan  Gary,  MtdaMor. 
TemJtduootCltHt. 

Beaver  Aisociatiok.  1809.* 
Held  11   W*rtea,    Ang.  19,    iSig.    Who 

priHched  ibe  Sermon,  doci  npt  appm. 
Heniy  Frkinie 

Ad*mmn  Bentljr,  J^nis  IKiua 
Thorn  u  G.  Jonei 
Thomu  Rigdon 
Williim  Wttt 
AndrtwCltri 


GtorgiMitUr 
Jodra.  WoodMith 

Miniiieii  9  Twil     "434 

-he  mbuiei  of  thi*  Anociaiion  have 
bean  leot  on  lince  ibe  u:covmiof  it  b  Vol,  II. 
p.  «6b,  wu  priDR^  I 

hdiatia  Territory. 

TB  Watsr  AiiociATiotr.  iSog.) 
Held  tt  Losm  TMRHhlp,  DeirbonK  Cdoit- 1 
II.  Aug.  15,  i8i«.    ScimoD  brWilliuif 


Jotfaiu  Palaer 

yfftOMOi  Tyoer,  Lewi*  Dcwmm 


WUliaa  Wiltoa 

Miaitlcrt  7  Total 

Lewti  DewaeK.  MeJerater, 
E2n  Ferru,  CAri. 

SiLVBItCltlBR   AtlOCIATIOK.    iSit. 

No  MiDOH*  of  tbii  hndr  have  been  recdv- 

I.    IttcbarcbeitreQ,  ituniniatcnBrobablT 

5,  ud  the  total  Bunber  of  iti  meMbei*  wc 


WABAtH  AisociATioir.    i8m. 
HeM  It  Bethel,  KoM  CMiDtr.  Oct.  10, 1810. 

Srrmoa  hjr  GeDrtc  Waller. 
7MtAai,  fttile 
SnniMl  Jone* 


,,,G 


oogH 


#40  Tattle  j^  St^atarsM  Qeairal  •Cot^mee, 


Patota 
Sahm 

UaiLa  Crack 
Cle»iF.PlReon  Creek 
Ciiiucba6 


Mew  .Hone 
Bethd     ' 
kbcnezer 
tievi-^tovidtace 
McHigin'i  Fork 
Biyov  Piene  ' 

ZinnHUt 

Shitoh 

Half  Moon  BlQff 

Tcniulem 

CleirCiMk 

Pierce's  Ct«k 

Begechiio 

Mount  Nebo 

Pmial 

Afiittn  Church 

■ '      ■      Churcbet  Bo 


[bpkinion,  R- 1> 
Newport,  R.  I- 
Cobvuer,  N'  ]• 
PiKiuwiy,  N'  J- 
W»tetford,  Con. 
BurUnEton.Con. 
Berlib,  N.Y. 
BtookBcId,  N-  Y. 
DfTOVier.  N.  Y. 
Lo«Crefh,Va. 
iakm,  v.. 
5alem,N.J. 

Cburcbei  ip 


Atexanilar  £te«>T| 

loai  M'Coy 

M\n'atcn  6  Towl 

Alexander  De»in.  ModfTator. 
William  FolkcOrri. 
■  There  i>  *  misiake  in  ibc  iMmber  of  ihb 
AnociaiioB  in  Vol.  II.  p.  063. 

Misshippi  Territory. 

ssitirn  Aesociatioh.     1607. 
H»W  u.  Bayou  Pierre,  Cblhotimc  Coanty, 
I.  16,  1813.    Sennon  by  George  King, 


MoKiHadley,  gzekUtO'dtim 

Ezra  Courtney 

Hnry  llaniUe 

}<arfh  Slccenii,  jTain  Ixt 

jciuti  Fiaaur 

L.  Sciibonuch 

Thomat  Meicei,  Iiham  K«nU>,  G.W.  King 

Robert  Smiih 

HowelWall 


inii:en  13  Total 

Mo«e>  HadUy,  M«d<Taler, 
George  W.  Kii«,  Otri. 

Sabbatarian    Gekebal    Confek- 

■    JCE— Held  »t  Cohar«y,  N.J.  June 

,1813.    Sermon  by  Gideou  Wooden. 

, jhew  Siillman 

Henry  flurdJcV,  Amrfd  BUa 

Jnhn  Davis 

Gideon  Wooden 

David  Rosen,  JabcK  Becbc,  jun, 

William  Satteriee 

Heniy  Clarke 

David  Divii 

John  Dnii 

.Inbn  Davii,  £ldcr  tjf  both  Qiurchei 

Ja«ob  Ayer* 

Mmwmt*  TottI 

'  >l)n  DaA,  Maiirator. 


JohnDaA 
lacbbWt 
LewiiTia 


The  dclegaiim  m  ibii  Conferenfc,  at  i 
Atnn  ■  number  of  ckarehBi  »»  retei*' 
Jhnon,  and  ihe  auoiber  of  Churcnca,  bi 


laxticnlDfiwHMtfall:  a --- 

L    I  favf^madc  out  the  ttatemcB!  ot  ihe 

^_^,^ ,. n  iheMiwuciof  »8o8,a«d£to«iiccauuij 

Jiccovcd  from  isdinduali  finB  diBcrcA  (uti. 


Yvmotult 

AiJEvle 

Sbclbunie 

Ciiy  of  St,  John 
file  of  Si.  John* 


KastpMl 
NariMu»gM 
Eui  by 


Cburcbei  to 
Bieaiwood,  N.H- 


HuncheiieT 
ad  Sbifobiuy 

Wctt  Ciirendon 
Eait  Cbrendon' 
Mount  Holly 
Ha<ll*nd 
Watcibury 

Whire  Hill 
WmHiTtq 


TUary,  Mirtlia>i  V. 
Incliin  CInirch,  Giy  i 


UNASSOCIATED  CHURCHSS. 

Nova  Scotia  8^  N«w  BavMiw 


—  Ncwcomb 

Tbere  »re  beiidet  ihne,  ■bout  tj  cbnicha  in 
boch  Pnniiice*  untuocjatol,  making  ig, 
wbuM  number  hu  not  been  obiuoed. 
Tbcre  »n  prabably  belon|;iDg  to  them,  lo 
miniiien;  andihey  miyaveiagc  35,  mik- 
ing a  uxal  of 

Minineit  ig  Toal 

DisTmicT  ojMaiiii. 
Hcmy  A-  Cluke 


Thitwat  tbattataoTibMechurchei  !n  tSi.. 
There  werwj  at  ihai  time,  in  ihii  Dinrici,  16 
oUtet  cburebca  not  auoci^i'd.  I  eocctude 
the  number  it  not  Icn  now.  There  may 
be  in  ihrm  8  mioiiten,  tad  we  ihill  com* 
pate  ibcm  ai  Ms  each,  making  a  total  of 
Miianm  9  Total 


Tinkhim 

WilUam  M'Culltr 
Daniel  Packer 
Timothy  Giow 
Ezra  Butler 

—  Miller 

Pttttium 

Baidei  the  leiniiten  turned,  there  are  bcloi^- 


computed  at 


.       jhca.     Elden    Parker 
RiiyTiolda,Heoiyt:hanJierUin,  —  Bab- 

eoek,  ind Catpentcr.    Mr.   Eovrlcy 

tuppoiei  that  in  the  five  cfanrcboa  of  Eaii 
and  Wat  ClarendcD, Whitehall,  WaJliDg' 
fori,  and  Weit  Haven,  are  about  aoo  mem- 
ben,  which  trill  leave  to  be  added 

Mimiten  14  Total 

MASSACHUtBTtt. 

TlioDiu  Jeflci  Ganputed  at 


68» 


I:,  Google 


TabU  ofUnauodatsd  Churcheu 


tnSmnKa* 

Bclliashim 
lit  AihReld 
■dAihficM 

Shelbome 

Bcrnar<blO(l 
Rowe 

Chutcliei  TJ 


lit  Newport 
4th  Ncvport 
Ut  Tiverton 
North- Providetice 
Cortniry 
Fmkt 
Co»entnr 
FoMcr  &  Sterling 


A-iktatA 
Witlineton 
SliBini 
Piciroo 
BdSuffirM 
Winlonbiirf 
Middletown,  U.  HouKi 
WilionMidRidgelield 
CbnrcheiS 


F»i-e'K  Street,  city 
Mulbeny  Street,  do. 
Unnn  <lo. 

Mooni  Pleitini 
Great  Nine  PariDen 
Fouifhkeeijiic 

CbiTcnce,  H-  Purelme 
Cheninfto,  Greime  Co. 


;5S 


EnoaSnith 

Joah  Goddtrd,  - 
DnidLoog 


Khobe-Iilamb, 


Mkhael  Eddr 
Williim  Mooie 
Bernaniin  Feckhtai 
RufiiiTefi 

Himmond 

JcMiab  BeDTKi 

Mioitten  g 


Fredrnck  Wighinia 
David  LiDihndge 


v-YojtK. 
J)Jin  WiUiMiu,  Williawi  Fietce 
Arcbtbald  Mtehy,  Benjunin  Aahlejr 
Sylvian  Bigstut 
Stepheo  S.  Nelion, 
Minilten  not  kaowl 
Lewil  LeoMrd 
Gamaliel  Barm 
Ste^ien  Panoni 
Saltsem  Bell,  eomn 

icdu.  Grnr,  —  J< 
□hn  Modbe 
Bendo  tiieae  there  are,  not  E>r  from  the  St. 
Idwrmce  AiaociaiiMi,  in  tbeHollaDd  For- 
cbaiw,  and  neat  (he  Cbennngo  River,  the  lo 
followinc  churcfaei,  which  fiavctroniiBiaiera, 
viz.  Black  Lake,  coiutiiDred  in  iSog,  Ruoel, 
1809.  Milone,  1807,  Oiwcfptehie,  iBop. 
Cambrav,  iSit,  Poultaey,  Vernon,  Bua via, 
%%,i.   Canea.- 


—  Holoonbe 


Table  (fVfeMy  Cmnatmm  Churcbes^  tsfc.         jlst. 

Ciurddt.  omM.  HUiaen. 


BarrUtOD,  L.  Cmadai 
SuttOD,  do. 

Hiilcr  &  Siuneid,  do. 
St.  Armand,  do. 


W,an;,«.  (•=». 

Covemni  lodepcodeoi } 
Baptiit  .CbuKhei,f 
Pi.  five  \ 


The  dim  lut  chsrciui  formerly  belonKcd 
ra  (he  Richmoad  AtMciitioa,  irid  thii 


Dxvid  D!mock,  Giiffin  Lcwii,  Joel  Rcften,  j 
computed  ai  i 

Or.Tbumii  Mcney  ind  otjien  to  ihe  gum- ' 
bciof  fife;  toul  Dumber  of  meoibciij 


Ohio. 

lo  iSog,  lliere  were  \a  tbii  Suie  ag  choroliei 
not  uwciaitd.  Tbe  uumber  hu  pri^blv 
much  increaied  liocc  that  period.  We  (hall 
etlimalc  ihcm  at  3s,  ihc!r  mlnitien  at  I  j,  and 
•beii  average  number  at  30,  making  a  total  of 

ialbiiiiaiian  from  coneniondenu  there 
nuEiber  of  churcbu  in  ib«  new  •etilc 
menn  in  New-Yarh,  of  which  no  dcRnlu  ac 

jntsfaavebeen  obtaiitnl.  There  it,  ifnoi 
...  Auoci^ioti,  tbc  rcm^liu  of  one  near  the 
Miaiiiiipi  Biver,  ia  ihe  ftlinoii  Terriioiy, 
It  it  also  believed  ihcie  are  a  number  of  new 
cbnrcbe*  in  (ome  of  ifac  other  wcuera  Teiii- 
latio,  whoK  mrnei  bive  not  bci^n  obtained. 
Id  a  number  of  the  louihem  and  weHein 
Slalei,  Kme  few  cburchn  are  to  be  found,  of 
whirh  no  notice  ba>  yet  been  taken.  1  ibink 
it  win  be  a  moifciite  calculaijon  lo  nippo*e 
that  (here  ate,  in  diSeicni  pani  of  tbe  l/oited 
S(aie«  and  Tcrritoiiet,  of  urtaiiociaiEd  cbwrch- 

yet  remajoiog,  50,  of  mtniiicii  a^  and  of 


Sum  total  of  Mini 


>  119,  Membeii 


Cbaikitown,  Mm. 
■d  DIko. 
Ibnfbrd,  Con, 
New-YotkcUy 


B  Waller  Balfiw 
\t  Hoiden 

Henry  Grew 
3  EcrcR  and  OvingioD 
) 

u 


[omputcd  al 


Grthin,  computed 

MiniKaii  6  Tolul 

There  may  be  other  cfcuichei  of  (hia  w 
...ent,  whieb  brte  not  cone  vo  (he  knowl- 
edge «f  the  auilHM. 

FREE-WILL  BAPTISTS. 

The  namei  of  many  charc1>ei  and  mfniiteri 
in  thii connexion  have  been  obliitied  1  but  oJ 
a  peat  Duinber  no  lafoimation  bu  been  re- 
ceived. I  have  karat  lo  much  oftbeir  tinte, 
tbai  1  think  we  may  lafely  eiiimatr  ihtii 
churchci  at  i  jo,  their  miniiieti  at  i  jo,  and 
(heji  I'um  total  of  menbcri  al  • 


t,  Google 


TufAer  Boftitti. 


I  birdlf  know  whM  mrerraH  to  ^vr  of 
tbciC,  wboc*ll  ibcnHcWeiCirufnliu.  Some 
ofibem  comiuie  ihtirnooihit  iiioorgo 
tlmucnd.  Ii  ii  Sopcd  ibcrc  are  more  itam 
(hii  number  of  CfnVlMnu  la  America.  Buc 
ifaoK  under  coD)i4eniioa,  we  iball  compute 
at  40  cfauTcbe^*  40  miniWOTi  will  of  meoa- 
ben  i  « 


TUNKER  BAPTISTS. 


Since  the  account  of  the*e  people  ' 
preui  I  have  bcen'inlbimedofiome  t 
I  had  before  obtained  no  tccoonl. 


probably   he  much   brlow  iheii 

campote  ihEm  11  so  churcbei,  30  mioutcn, 

and  ioia[  of  membcn 


There  arc  (number  of  n 
churchci,  situated  mottly  in  New-York,  of 

vhicb  I  can  give  no  account. 
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Sam  total    1633  1148  804184 

_  Fran  ibe  tnanf  obieiTttiooB  I  bavemad^oa  tkeipieaclof  Bapiiit  prineiplei,  Iim 
inclined  lo  tliink,  that  wilheut  couutJDg  ibii  clui  in  Mtuachuscin  and  Connecti- 
CMt,  who  hang  raibe  dtnominition  merely  by  cenificatei,  we  may  reckon  leven 
•dbetcm*,  to  OM  communkuii.  Upon  thii  mode  of  calcutaiion,  the  auDiber  of 
adberenw  will  imovnt  la  >>43|i9>  ji  which,  added  to  the  conicnunlcauu,  will  make 
the  MUD  lonl  of  the  fiaptm  Idenomi  nation  in  Ameiici,  t.ejS,;^;  ihtt  it,  more 
ma  one  Gfih  «f  ilie  whole  popwUtion  of  the  United  State*  and  Terriiorrct. 
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AB  YERTISRMBJ^. 

ITutaopedtltattheiDcreawd'rixeaftbis  woricwin  lie  &a 
apology  to  the  subscribers,  fur  the  delay  of  its  publicaticn.  Tlic  leitetn,  as^ 
•nmeolher  artklei  in  the  tint  part  oTbuth  vdutoea,  wtwidhave  bcen)>riiit- 
■d  CD  small  typct  tuul  '*■  liceii  expected  the  pages  woutd  have  awcUed  so 
nnchb^tiod  the  number  fintprr^Ksed.  Many  partsctftheocnipourtnntfaB 
writer  would  have  been  g)ad  to  have  retouched;  many  accounlk  miebt 
have  been  made  thnter,  could  he  hav«  ha4  marc  tiine  to  prepare  them ; 
and  aopie  repctititxia  might  have  been  avdded,  could  he  have  reviewed  the 
wtnk  woi^  beftre  any  erf  it  waa  printed,  and  not  been  oUigeil  to  pass  rapd- 
ly  from  one  vohmie  and  article  tD  anotber,  to  supply  ivo  presses  with  copy. 
^Quld  any  misCakes  (f  importance  be  discovered,  in  the  numerotu  accauti 
which  he  has  uitected  with  *«  much  labour  and  care,  he  will  esteem  it  a 
lavour  tDbeuifcriqed()f  tt)eni.  Andahouldany  statements,  (£  mattera  <rf 
a  disputable  nature,be/irour(fto  be  incorrect,  itwillbehltdutyandpleMuiie 
tocorreclthem,  should  ano^rcditicQ  be  called  for  in  hit  day;  atbisdesien 
thrsu^iout  has  been  to  pursue  thp  plain  road  of  narrativi,  aud  not  the 
thorny  one  of  controversy. 

Three  years  from  this  date,  that  is,  in  the  be^noing  A  1817',  dmuld  the 
wAhor't  Ufe  be  ccotiaued,  he  pnipasei  to  publish  leparaiely,  a  seeoad  taUe  cC 
Asaociatkn*  and  Churches,  at  which  time,  and  indeed  annually  the  inter- 
YDningdmc.  hedeuresto  have  fcrwarded  tohim  tfaeMinuteacf  all  Aasoda: 
tkai^  whisb  are  mw  in  bdnsi  **  which  may  hereafter  aitoe. 


IT*  Shice  the  account  of  the  Indhi  Misdon  was  printed,  Mr.  Kick,  whose 

e  is  there  mentioned,  has  returned  to  America,-  lo  solidt  the  aid  «f 

""'''■''■  '      '  t  arduous  and  henevoJent  deaiga 

-.  JuDsoN  B  now  on  the  Add  of 


the  Baptiita  bi  this  countrYi  toward*  the  « 
cf  nrofngalii^  the  goqiel  ra  India.  Mr.  J 
mMonanr  lafKHr,  to  which  Mr.  Rick  pr 
hi*  arriral,  Societies  for  Fore^n  Mtssiont 
Sslem,  Haveihai,  and  ProrVtence;  Since 
have  been  organized  m  New-Vork,  Philadt 
more,  Richmond,  Charleaton,  iiavannah, 
KICK  has  travelled  throu^  the  S^tcs;  h 
mCot  in  his  desgna ;  has  collected  abcwt  a 
what  Societies  have  raised;  and  apromisi(.  ,..__, 
Iil)eral  means  will  soon  be  provided  fin'  BcndtniF  Bi 
Cdurabia'a  favoured  shores  to  India's  benighted  t* 


_ .  _  . .  .n  his  desgna ;  has  collected  abcwt  a  thousand  dollars,  exclatme  <f 
what  Societies  have  raised ;  and  apromisipK  prospect  presents  ilseif,  that 
It. — . -,,  1 —  .._  _, — -j-.i  r_ *■-([  Baptist  MiMJonarieafaw 
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IMaviare.  ■  V,'e^A  Tract,  p.  4.    Brynzioo,  8.    Wilminpon,  9. 
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lockton  AssnciBlvm, 34.    JaaiahOsbnurne,  tliestutlior  ol'DHndiinilGotiKth,o6. 
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CKck  church  in  N.  C,  *i  Swdy-creek  Aii*o«»ii»  tirnicU,  49.  DividtU,  53. 
Samiiel  Harris  nrdaimd  <ui  Apcstle.  59. 

'I'hi:  qiie^tinn.  Is  salvatioa  by  (JhriaL  made  piwaibte  fbr  every  individual,  8cc. 
«auK9  »  division,  sf. 

The  General  Conimittee  formed.  Si 

Ke^iiUi?  and  Ijcparatei  Gnitc,  63. 

A  brief  uccixint  of  the  ccck-uuiitical  Mtabliihmcnt  in  Viivii>)3,  &^ 

Jofiit  Blair,  the  deputy'^ovenior's  letter  in  I'tivour  <i  the  SaptiJiU,  G6.  Manf 
thrown  iiitoprison,  07—71 

Miniitcrs'  salaries  and  fines  paid  in  tcbncco.  Severe  law  ngaiort  tile  Qua- 
kers, 78 — 81. 

Stniggtes to oyertfimv  the (CclenMtScaleitabliiduiient, begin,  SZ  Thebus- 
nets  completed,  8S. 

A  brief  account  of  the  Aaodaticn*  in  Virginia,  86 — 88.  Great  Revival,  00. 
Richmond  church,  94. 

JVortA-ContAiui.  General  Bnptitli  *ettle  in  it,  98.  Gano,  MUkr.aiid  Van- 
bom  nut  and  refbnn  them,  99.  Kehukee  AurciMion  fbrmed,  100-  ■^^ul£ 
C/nitfian rilet,dri/rhriitemtig,l07.  Camp nicetiiigi,  109.  AtiecitoteiofMr. 
Murphy,  111    North-Cardina  Regulation,  115.    Mf.  Merrill ucecuted,  117. 

Bouih-CaroSna.    Charleston  chuit^h  planted  by  WilUnm  Sci«ven,  i;:a 

Ueneral  view  <£  the  feriBalicxi  and  proei-uts  of  the  Charleston  Aakociiition, 
134—149. 

F— ^  buck  toad,  m. 

General  BapHits,  161. 

Letter,  from  Mr.  UUy,  raving  an  nccnunt  of  a  great  revival,  165. 

Dr.Furman'*  account  ataCamp  Meeting,  167. 

Georgia.    The  Kioka  church  Minded  by  Daniel  Manhnll,  171 
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JCmlttcky.  Accnmt  (rf  its  lettlement,  337.  Elkhom  AssocktKvi  lias  asttn- 
ishtng  additions,  3oa    Arian  nSuir,  S31.    Emanctpatnjic'niciKty,  345. 

Some  account  uf  the  Great  l&vival  b  Kentuckv,  Lai>t Will  aixl  I'estnment  ti 
tiifi  SpriDRRcIil  Presbytery,  Eini^IarciferciBCS  of  t(anctn);,ieriJi  IK,  Sec.  3il— 357. 

Ohio.    First  church  ill  it  fnrmed  at  Cdumbia,  S59.    Gei-man  church,  261. 

BaptiMa  in  the  Tfrritorial  gnvcmments,  362 — 265. 

Biograjthieal  Skmhn.  lohn  Asplund,  266.  Isaac  Bathos,  267.  Elijah 
Baker,  274.  Kobert  Carter,  278.  lames  (Jhilea,  :.>79.  Jra*]*  Cnok,  ■,'8a 
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America,  418-424. 
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Peter  Berkley 
Franklin  Newell 
Seth  Lutlier 
New  port  Wanton 
Salty  OIney 
M-triha  Humphrer 
William  J  net,  id 
Nathan  Daggett 
U»aiiiah  M.  Brown 
Ciiriitopher  Kndrick 
Wheaton  fica^g 


Psfept  Burroughs 
*.ytu»  Luiher 
David  reSt 
B   W   Gardner 
KuskU  Wilkmsos 
OliTer  Shaw 
tbenezer  McImio 
James  ii.  Armington 
John    Bailey,   Tutor  i» 
Brovia  Un'mrriilj- 
Ebentxer  Burge's,  dcL 
Fiavel   Shuriit-ff,   Shf 

dint  in  B.  Univtrtilj, 
Geiirge  W.  Gladding 
MotganNrhon.Aw^ 

M  Brtwu  UBtwTiay 
Thomai  Ktvcrii,  i^!>q. 
David  Peck 
Jdizabeth  L.  Biowa 
Geuigc  Dudt 
Pamtmitt,  ^J  mar. 


Remember  Rent 
George  W.   Comstock 
Benjamin  B.  Peircc 
Jonathan  Smith 
Capt.  Eli  Met&enger 
Barney  Metry 
George  W.  Walker 
Capt.  B.  S.  Wolcott 
Otis  Wolcott 
Daniel  Sabin 
Kkhard  Watennsm 
D<n   Robmton 
Dr.  A.  DaTenpOTl 
Sylvanus  Newmita 
Otis  nfiany 
Hanton  Kead 
Jobeph  a  WheitoH 
C»L  Eliphalet  Slack 
C'll.  Simon  Whij>ple 
Eben.  Tifiany.  Esq. 
Nath'l  G.  B.Dexier 
SyUia  Wheaton 
Rebecca  Cole 
Simeon  Daggett 
J  hn  Haley 
Dr.  Nil«t  Mancboier 
Jwba  CofcgMball 


=dbv  Google 


StepTieaTaher 
lehAhnd  Taber 
John  Lever 
Samui^l  SUter,  Es^. 
Ddvid  Bucklin 
Jerahmeel  Jenks 
Bosvnrth  Wiiker 
IViah  Benedict 
GsoKQs  H.  Hough 
Comfort  Bxrrowk 
mUiam  Chiffee 
Thomas  Welsh 
Wuliam  Hotej 
Benjamin  Bo  wen 
John  Miner 
tiamuel  Cook 
J.«eMir.  d^q. 
Divid  fftlkinaon 
M  ij     tbenezer  Tyler 
Wtierm^n    C.  Deiter 
Lydij'CrnaJe 
I'nomas  Spe»rt 
G-  W.  rillin){hiUt,E*q. 
G^r^  J.,.ks 
William  Tiffany 
Pnebc  C  irpencer 
David  -Vnthonf 
I«aac  Wilkinson 
Jimes  Duly 
Heiskiali  H<.we 
Jonathan  M.'ji>enger 
Jp.se  Hopkin, 
Willia-n  Tiffany,  ad 
H-mry  T^ft 
M«  White 
John  LonrOeo 
Dioa  Gale 
Ezekiel  Carpenter 
Joseph  Junki 
Capt.  Caleb  Drown 
Miry  Olney 
Khoi'a  Jenki 
Ezra  Batrows 
Maturen  Ballon 
EsiherCcie 
William  \.  Sbeltlon 
Amos  Kead 
William  P.  Henry 
Setsey  Green  leaf 

i/orl/j'  PrvaiJtiiee, 
Aadrew  Bt»wa 


Elisha  Brown 
J'>*ph  Wtiipple 
Samuel  Olney 
Nathaniel   Vngell 
Th"ma»  Whipple 
Richard  Ki;ight 
Fenner  -inyell 

Cum&erland. 
William  Jillsnn 
Eliza  G  Cook 
Maria  Brown 
Joanna  Co-.>k 
BebeC   Balkcnm 
Lemuel  Capron 
George  Maton 
CoL  Caleb  HaikeU 
Alexander  Ballou 

Smilhjield. 
Georfi^  Smith 
Jonathan  Jenckes 
Silai  Smith 
Isaac  Taber 
J'lhn  SUter 
Milet  BicoB 
Au;>ustut  Conrer* 
Wiiliam  Lan^don 
Benjamm  Aloiy 
Eben  D  Washburn 
Dr.  Kzekiel  Comstock 
Joseph  E.  D^wlay 
Jacob  Smith 
William  I'erry 
Nathaniel  Dty 
Thankful  filter 
Abigail  Blackmarr 
Chad  Phetteplace 
Micab  Siearnt 
Jonathan  Oeiter,  Esq. 
Joseph  S.  Grennell 

BurrUlvUU. 
Gamer  Baliiu 
Simon  Smith 
J-rahmeel  Mnwry 
Hi-nry  Rhodes 
Daniel  Williarat 
■John  Watson 
Duty  ialisbury 
Andrew  Billard 
William  Khodes 
Tkoma*  Slack 


John  Wood     , 
Simeon  .Stewart 
Nathan  Glevion 
Puts  Smith 
Asa  Burlingaroe 
Sands  Atdrich 
Gloyeetier, 
Cyrus  CooKe 
Amherst  Rimbal] 
William  ColneU 
Ira  P.  tvans 
Thomu  Brown 
Benjamin  Brova 
Samuel  Winior 

Joshua  King 

Cavealtj. 
Abraham  Chorchill 
John  Hawkini 
B.  H.  Blanchard 
Capt.  Jsrael  Bowen 
David  Gibbs 
Archibald  Coldgrove 
Richard  Waterman 
Jeremiah  Feoner 

Scisvale. 
Isaac  Field,  Esq. 
W.  &  D.  Wrighc 
William  Fenntr 
Gilet  Greene 

Johnttm, 
Henry  Randall 
Amos  Whitaker 
Calvin  Luther 
Gen.  Peter  BHgg» 
Stsphen  Placx 

Cranttom. 
WiQiam  Spencer 

BiLA  Jacois 
William  Hiunphryi 
Martin  Benson 
James  Rhodei,  Ctq. 
Elitha  P.  Smith 
Peleg  Khodei 
John  Hurts 
Joseph  Abom 
Okrittopber  Hfa«4a 


Diqirizodbv  Google 


Suiterittrs'  fhmeu 


Col  Philip  Bnmp  Samuel  Clwk 

Christopher  O.  Arnold  Joseph  Potter 


Job  Kand^ 

U^arwkl. 
Charles  Bray  ton 
M.   r.  Shaw 
Willum  Bradford 
Thomas  Telley 
Arnold  Sfiink 
Joseph  Hiniilton 
Gideon  Hamilton 
Benjamin  Jahocon 
William  H^t 
J')nathan  C^pron 
fienjamin  Sweec 
J.Jm  Rice 
Joseph  F.  Arnold 
John  Gardner 
John  Allen 
David  CuKTit 
Calei)  Spencer 
Iiaac  S.  Holmei 

Eait  Gretawicb. 
Augustus  M.  Gardne 
Nathan  Whiting 
Dr.  Thos.  Tillinghaj 
fiussell  Johnson 

IVeil-Grienwlch. 
Stephen  Allen 

North- Kingslon. 
Peleg  W.  Spencer 
Thomas  Allen 
William  Tajlor 
Samuel  Bray  ton 
William  Lawton 
Benjamin  Fowler 

E^ftir. 
Stephen  Dexter 
William  Green 
Jere.  G.  Northup 
James  Claik 

Swtb-Kingtlon 
Daniel  Sunton 


Richland. 
Perry  Watson 


Jeremiah  Thurston 
Joseph  Maxsou 
Daniel  Biibcock,  Esq. 
Fisher  Metcalf 


LuthbrB*kei 
Daniel  Salisbury 
Doct.  Daniel  Bamu 
Paschal  Allen 
Peter  Carpenter,  Esq, 
Thomas  tngraham 
James  Sisson,  Esq. 
Edward  Kelley 
George  Marble 
James  Driscol 
William  Haile 
CoL  Benjamin  Cole 
Maj.  Caleb  Carr,  id. 
Barnard  Miller 
Jonathan  Luther 
Henry  Luther 
Anna  S;!nders 
EbenezT  Cole 
Nathan  Child 
Seth  Cole 

Samuel  Butterworth 
Col,  Heze.  lioswotth 
James  Coffin 
CoL  Seth  Fetfc 
Jonathan  Smith 
John  Hnilc 
Amos  Wright 
Ann  Baker 
Lydia  Cockran 
Natlianiel  Esierb rooks 


Elislia  R.  I'otter,  Mem'  Ehenezer  Winslow 

her  ofCoMgrtii.  Capt.  Henry  Nimmo 
J.Waite& T.Edwards  Capt.  Miller  Barney 
Fanning  Adams  Capt.  John  T.  Child 


[olin  D.  Nichols  Charles  Wheaton 

Nathan  Lillibridgo       Capt.  John  Child 
Sands  Peikins  F.  Sisson 

•  Upwards  cf  five  h'lnrtred  subtci-ibers  in  H.  L 
««»  ebtaued  by  Mr.  George  Dods,  ol  Provklenc^. 


Barr'mglM^ 
James  Bo  wen 
John  Martin 
Roby  Kelley 
Jonathan  L  Dtowb 

Brutal. 
Dr.  Thomas  Nelson 
James  H.  Richmond 
Joseph  Peck 
Dr.  Lemuel  W.Briggs 
Abner  A  Idea 

PofttmMiti. 
SamneL'Clark 

Newfrt. 

JORH    B.   GlBtONi9 

Christopher  Sweet 
Benj.  B.  Mnmford 
Stanford  Bell 
Francis  Andenoo,  jr. 
Benjamin  Marble 
Green  Barroughi 
Eleazer  Trerett 
Henry  G-  Craitu.OB 
William  TOley 
Benj.  H.  Prtman 
Clarke  Johoion 
Tiveriom. 
Job  BdsneN 
Jeremiah  Davenport  * 

CONNECTICUT. 
ffartford. 
EliskaCvshmah 
Ephraim  Robins 
Gurdon  Robins 
Azariah  S.  Fidding 
Joseph  B.  Gilbert 
Luther  Savage 
Caleb  Pond 
.loseph  Lynde 
Isaac  Sweatland 
William  D eating 
Benjamin  Fowler 

John  Wing 
saac  Bollei 
Ebenerer  Moore 
Caleb  Moore 
John  Bollei 
Hez.  Hun  ting  ton,  Ei^ 
Jeremiah  Brown 
nnd  tlic  adjdning  State* 


AitHiL  MoEsi,  a 
Samuel  Hasliogs 
i>avtj  King 

J.hford. 
Fked&kick  Whitmai 

AUOUSTU*   BOLLES 

X)avid  Bolln,  Esq. 
Abndiam  Knowliun 
Joseph  P.  Corbia 
Jedidiah  Went  worth 
WiUiam  Snell 
Timotlir  Allen 
Solomon  Kyei 

Woadstoci, 
BiEL  Lbdott 

Henry  Wrflei 
Thom<u  Bugbee 
Calvin  Holbrook, 

PcAtiOM  Ckosbv 
Simeon  Allen 
Thomai  Day 
Jamet  Gregory 
Jamet  Wheaton 
Darnel  Patnam 
Thomat  Ornitby 
Smith  Phetteplace 
Isaac  Mison 
Samuel  Knapp 
Marcy  Wheaion 
CapC  Jamet  Brovn 

Pomfrtl. 
Daniel  Fitts 
James  Wh^aton 
Robert  Baxter 
Jeremiah  Field 
Pardon  Kine»ley 
Epbraim  Tucker 
Capt.  Nathan  Paine 
JaMn  Fish 

ManifirU. 
Jo,..Goo.«.«.ir. 
Edmund  Freeman 
Arte  mas  Gwley 
Nathaniel  Bcnnet 
Elearar  Wright 
Asa  Bennet 
WiUiam  Bennet 
VOL.  2. 


Subscribert*  Nanlet. 

PUinjUId. 
N.  Potter 
Epbraim  Medbury 
Caleb  Hall,  jr. 
Allen  Harris 
Brownell  WintiQson 
Chester  Park 
Bannett  Wheeler 
James  Mattheirs 
Arnold  Fenner 

Amoi  Wblls,  9 
JotiAH  Bbmmet 
John  Kinyon 
John  Douglas 

Llihoit  andPmian. 
Levi  Kead 
Amos  Read 
Atel  Bottam 
James  Treat 
Amos  Bennet 

Sluttiftgion- 
Jbdidiah  Randall 
AsherMism. 
Daniel  Meach 
Elias  S.  Palmer 
Netu-Lendaa. 
8amoei.We.t 
Nathaniel  Harris,  jr. 
Samvel  Chappel 
Jonathan  Si^n 
Josiah  Koper 
Jeremiah  I'initer 
John  Harris 
Samuel  Coir- 
Prfrdon  Lewis 
Cbristo.  Man  waring 
S.  B.  C.  West 

Mentviffe, 
David  Turner 
Thomas  West 
Alpheus  Rofteit 
Mdcthew  Turner 
Jacob  Loomit 
John  Lwimis 
Guddard  Martemius 
John  Danow 
Reuben  Palmer 
Caleb  BoUei 
Ebenezer  Kogen 


ttaierfarA. 
Hannah  Smith 
Braddick  Dan 
Samuel  Fox 

Saybroai, 
Olitbk  Willsok 
William  Wittek 
Capt.  Levi  Post 
David  Williams 
Keuben  Post 
Dr.  G.  A.  Dickinson 
CoL  Jo.eph  HiU 
J.  3t  E.  Hayden 
Samuel  Loomia 

i:zra  Williami 

S  amuel  Williams,  £(q> 

Asa  Wilcox 
Christopher  ChatnpltB 
Abel  Bewel 
Joel  Loomii 

GiosGi  Pri?pek 
James  Hart 
Capt.  Timothy  SaragA 
Martha  Barm 
John  Bill 

Elisha  M-  Pomeroy 
Eliznr  Barns 
ExacH  GaEiN 
Calvin  Hall 
Abigail  Hamlin 
Benjamin  Brown 
Jonathan  Pratt 
WiUiam  Gilbert 
William  R;mney 

Truml,u!l 
William  Rowel 
John  Staples 
Ji'uathan  Beers 
John  T.  French 
David  Sherwood 
Daniel  Gregdry 
Benjamin  Tuiny 

Hungtinrlim. 
Elizabeth  Wnoiter 
Coi.  Agifr  Judsott 
Etiakim  E^wwdii 


Coo^^lc 


FmJUId. 
Robert  Wilton 
MaTy  Hayt 
Rnbert  Knapp 
Amos  Wilson 
Lydia  Gregorf 
David  Clark 
Nathaniel  EelU 

IVatan. 
Bear  Silliman 
Uavid  Silliman 
Cyrus  Silliman 
£Ii  Adams 

John  Sherman,  i 
Kichard  Bennet 
Abom  Seel  ye 

Capt.  Stephen  Hoyt 
Stephen  Hayci 
Watu  Comitock 
Noah  Weed 
Jamn  T.  £elb 
Benoni  St.  John 
Samuel  Raymond 
Joshua  B.  Cook 
Edward  Nash 
Ebenezer  Handford 
Samuel  Carter 


Elijah  Scofidd 
William  Knapp 

Ih  many  £ffinmi  U^au. 

Thomas  Grow 
Samuel  Crawford 
Ebenexer  Packer 
Jesse  Goodrich 
John  Stone 
Orln  Winehcll 
Samuel  Millek 
Aaron  Chapman 
Col.  JednthuiTCobb 
Frederick  Curtis 
Ireanus  Brown 
Salinda  Babcock 
Caleb  MadiKia 
Jesic  Dickerman 
Ruiui  BabcocKi  S 
peter  Spancer 


Subicribert'  Namet. 

RoiWILL  BuKKOWt 


HEW-YORJC 
Nev-Tork  eily. 
JoKH  SriNroftD 
JoHH  Williams 
Wm,  Pakkihson 
Daniel  Hall 
Akchibald  Maclay 

COKHtL.  p.  WrCKOFT 

John  Ssoah 
JohnTiebout,  iS 
Joseph  W.  Griffith! 
John  Bedient 
Thomas  Gamtss 
Ebeaeier  Whitney 
Samuel  Freeman 
Robert  Edwards 
Samuel  V.  D.  Moon 
Thomas  Stokei 
John  Bo  wen 
George  Thompson 
Roger  Figg 
Benj.  M.  BirdtaQ 
Stephen  Barker 
Peter  Conrey 
Nathaniel  Smith 
H.  Lee 
Benjamin  Pike 
Wm.  A.  Penning 
Rebecca  Moon 
James  Hall 
Abraham  Baudomne 
Henry  Carr 
John  Mayo 
Josephus  Hcwetc 
Robert  Pitcaithly 
Jonathan  Wlthington 
Monmouth  H.  Guion 
Kimberly  Try  on 
Betsy  Moulton 
William  W.  Todd 
Rosanna  Cocks 
Benjamin  Freeman 
Moses  Frasyor 
F.  D.  Allen 
M.  B.  Lyon 
Elijah  Lewis 
Edward  Probyn 
John  H>  HarriioB' 
Jame&  Duffie 


Roiwdl  GraTW 

Meunt-  Plfaiant. 

STBrKiM  S.  NELsovif 

IVarwki. 

LeBBEUS   LATHBOr 

James  Burt,  Esq. 
John  M.  Fotight 
fienj.  Barney,  Esq. 
Azariah  Ketcbam 
James  Benedict,  Esq. 
Daniel  Sawyer 
Jeremiah  MorehoDie 
Jefitey  Wiesner,  Esq. 
Henry  B.  Wretaer 
Joel  Wheeler 

PUatani  VidUf, 
Levi  Hall,  9 

Norlhratl  Tovm. 
Plulo  M.  WbcheU 
James  Wincfaell 
John  Buttolph 
Martin  E.  Wmcfadl 
Martin  Lawrence 
Pavghhnpiii. 
Col,  James  Tallmadj^ 
CoL  Jat.Talliiiadge,jr. 
William  Ptummer 
David  William^  iz 

CatiiUL 
John  M.  Peck 
Hiland  Hall 
Nath.  Jacobs,  jr. 
Chloe  Fox 

Huixim. 
Hebvsy  Jhmksi  ^ 

RentfVatrwlU, 
ErHKAiM  Crociek 
Jonathan  BarrM 
Henry  Niles 

Durham. 
Hebmah  Hekvst 
John  Cleveland 
Stephen  Jones 

Edward  Tylect.Eiq.9 
Silas  Covel,  9 

GnunUU. 
Sanad  Rowley, « 


.lOO' 


9t.  Leoaard  Gibbt 
Samoel  Evens 
Leri  Everts 
George  Daiby 
Amot  Otter,  jr. 

ESSEX-COUNTY, 


KiHHH  Newcomb 
Solomon  Brown 
Asa  Putnam 
Cfnu  Call 
Abel  Bingham 
Yiy  Stone 
Stephen  Baker 
Amot  Smith 
Nathan  Snith 
Joseph  Jenks 
Uriah  Ji'dlmer 

Aakoh  Sbamaks,  9 
BrUiol. 

SOLOMOM   GOODALL,  9 

{Vbiitslovm. 
Calrb  DoVGLASI)  13 
Asher  Wbitmore 
Jephtha  Brainard 
Sallj  Douglas 
Caniel  Athle; 
David  F.  Stmrnoiu 
George  DooUute 
Oliver  Prescott 
B.  S.  Walc«tt,  Uticx 

ToHU  Pick 
JoaerH  Coolbt 
Noble  S,  Johnson,  14 
John  Goodell 
Benjamin  Virgill 
Wm.  Card,  Esq. 
Luther  Corbin 
WUiam  Sims 
Dea.  Warner  Goodell 
Joseph  Sweet 
Elipbalet  M.  Spencer 
Samuel  Corbin 
Archibald  Bates 
Isaac  Morse 
Nathaniel  Ctrpenier 
Snith  Danbam 


Sfdncribers*  Natiut, 

GtrmM± 

JoHK  Lawtoh 
Hon.  Eben.  Waklee 
Capt.  JoMtph  Sterling 
Edward  South  worth 
Harvey  Smith 
Truman  Fairchild 
John  South  worth 
John  Selden 
Edward  Tidany 
Caleb  Barlingame 
Jusiah  Frisbee 
John  I.  Dorr 
John  Salisbury 
Solomon  Braf;(; 
Jo&hua  Eaton  I  Esq. 
Jacob  Delano 
Benjamin  Lamphear 
Winthrop  Corbin 
'i'faeodore  S.  Cady 

Alfkcd  Bkhhet 
Hon.  John  Keep 
Capt.  Benajah  Tnbbt 
Sullivan  Farrar 
Atahel  Minor,  Esq. 

FaiDBKicK  Fliemah 
Jaues  Whbclik 
Nathan  Baker 
BenJ.  Coates,  jr. 
Maj.  Daniel  AUea 
David  Sweet 
Benjamin  Atwell 
Moses  Savage 
Isaiah  Dean 

t^arvrieb. 
Jonathan  Ferris 
Jacob  Grow 
Stephen  G.  Ferris 

SpringfiiltL 
Calvin  Hulbekt 
Maj.  StarUng  Way 
Paul  Havens 
George  Sawin 

Hartwitk. 

JOHH  B«STW1CK,  6 

Asa  Moss 

Ca{t.  Enos  Hicfcoz 


Geo.  Strobtidge,  Es^ . 
Hon.  J.  Bingham 
Simon  Greenwood 

CirKmnaliu. 
Maj.  James  Tanno- 
Nathaniel  Spencei 
Ebenezer  Andreis 
John  Hunt,  Etq. 
Joseph  R,  Wildmaa 
Aaron  Roots 
Elias  Blanch  ard 

LitU. 
William  Lewis 
Bcnoni  Barret 
Asel  Bentley 
Jonathan  Lewis,  Etq. 
Cyril  Lawton 
Capt.  Nath.  Bosworth 
Capt.  Lnth.  Hartshorn 

Sberhanu, 
Jacob  Rees 
Gideon  Colver 
John  Benton 
Dr.  James  Sheffield 

James  Bacon 
William  Bradley 
Thomas  Swift 
Jeremiah  Clark 

Hon.  Hubbard  Smith 
James  Coon 
James  Cartwright 

Manliat. 
Samuel  Edwards,  Esq, 
GaasHOH  BtSEo 

Hamhaa, 
Hon.  Samuel  Payne 
Jona.  Olmstetd,  Esq. 
Benjamin  Pierce,  Esq. 
Reuben  Tenney 
Joseph  Colwell 
Capt.  Itaac  Skinner 

Faiiiu. 
pBTBi  P.  Roots 
Thomas  Kwney 
JoHK  UrFou> 
Jtom. 
Bill  Smith 
Parker  Halkck 

Google 


Ltiibetu  Elliot 

PaltKjra. 
JlKlMIAH  InOllf  14 
SttUat  in  man  Uvmi. 
I»ac  Hill 
Henry  Ball 
Squire  Bartholamewi 
Jehiel  Fox 
Samuel  C.  Dickinson 
John  Ward 
Aaron  Thompion 
Jacob  Brewiier 
Edward  Wright 
John  Ward 
Joifana  L.  Finnej 
Jamn  Rogen 
Mahaiiik    FaiHCH 
JoMATHAM  Haskell 
Faol  Main 
Lodowick  Wearer 
Henry  Weaver 
Aia  Tenny 
SundiabMilei 
HitwKiin  Pettit 
Philander  KeUy 
Oelanqo  Mack 
Levr  Stkeetek 
Win,  Stewart 
Hall  Bixby 
Jared  Reynoldi 
Henry  Ball 
Solomon  Moore 
James  Drake 
James  KsYHOLDt 
John  Tinbrook 
Frter  Mead 

ROIWILL  GOFF 


NEW-JERSEY. 
Nenuark. 

{ar?ei  Viinderpool 
Iriah  Burdge 
fieth  Woodruff 
Jabez  Pool 
David  Rogers 
Jcb  Bacoin 

Jtihn  Speer 
imti  Jonei 
Abel  Evans       . 
£dvud  Jonei 


SvhuHher/  Nana. 

Charles  Hedeaberg 
Moset  Mourrout 
Seolch  Plaint. 
Thomas  Biowm 
John  B.  Osbora 
Dennis  CoIm 
John  Wilson,  Esq. 
Capt.  John  Darby 
Capt  David  Oiborn 
Samuel  B.  Miller 
Isaac  Manning 

Flemiltglot. 
J.  F.  BlackwelU  Esq. 
ChaklksBaktolbtte 
Nathaniel  Heggini 
Jnhn  Kunyan 
John  Carr 
C^pr.  J.  S.  Mannsra 
JotLih  Stout 

Nen-  Brmu  wici. 
James  M-LiucHLrn 
Hon.  Asii  Rnnyan,  9 
Richard  Lupardus 

Petek  WlHOH 
Dr.  Enoch  Wilson 
Andrew  Perrina 
Thonui  Allen 

Daniel  Hendickson 
George  Crawford 


SalemLibrvy  G<unp*j 

/■  nmj  £fiml  tomu. 

Sahubl  Taott 
Jacob  F.  RAnDOt-rH 
Jc^n  Bright 
Jbmkih  Daviu 
Isaac  Mulfurd 
Ephrahn  Bacon 
David  Sheppard 
Hehat  Shallbt 
George  Compton 
Daniel  Manning 
Sarah  Cox 
John  Coopek 
John  Boggi 
Francis  DonleTj 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

PbUaJtljAia. 

WilliamRoosks^d-d. 

HiN.  HoLCOMBl)  B.  n. 

Wm.Stavohtok,  D-D. 
William  Whitb 
John  Peckwobth 
JoHM  HiwsON 
Rich  AID  Pkoudeoot 
John  Eiao 
Juaah  StraUoH 
Jam,  CUri 
DatiUlJawmt 
ToimCui 
Scnjamm  Calu 


Dr.  Ewkiel  K.  Wilson  Thomas  Shields 


Stacy  Hazelton 
Burtmgtm. 
BuKGit  Allisoh,  d.d 
Stephen  C.  Ustick,  6 

{osEVH  Shefpakd 
)akibl  Sheppard 
John  Walker 
Abraham  Harris 
Cnl.  R.  G.  Johnson 


George  Ingels 
Jose[^  Keen 
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